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THE  MONTH:  December  1992 

This  December  was  warm  and  wet,  most  but  not  all  of  the  moisture  falling  as  snow.  The  temperature 
mean  was  32.1°,  3.3°  above  normal  and  finally  breaking  the  run  of  six  months  of  below  average  tempera¬ 
ture.  The  chart  shows  how'  the  normal  December  pattern  of  the  early  month  turned  into  wide  swings  later. 

Precipitation  totaled  3.8  inches,  about  0.3  inches  above  normal.  This  produced  over  16  inches  of 

snow,  six  inches  more  than  the 
December  long  term  average.  Most 
of  that  snow  fell  on  the  10th  and 
1 1th  when  over  ten  inches  were 
recorded  at  the  airport.  At  that  time 
as  much  as  two  feet  fell  in  the 
Southern  Tier.  But  in  Buffalo  that 
snow  had  mostly  melted  by  the 
1 7th  and  for  the  rest  of  the  month 
there  was  little  snow  on  the 
ground.  This  melting  was  fortunate 
because  heavy  rain  at  the  end  of  the 
month  took  out  the  remaining 
snow,  filling  waterways  and 
prompting  a  flood  watch  that 
happily  did  not  produce  results. 

The  beginning  of  the  month 
continued  the  gloom  of  the  end  of 
November.  With  no  sun  on  the 
first  four  days,  it  extended  to  two 
full  weeks  a  period  with  nine 
minutes  of  sun.  But  the  month  ended  with  an  above  average  sunshine  record.  In  particular,  the  skies 
cleared  for  the  lovely  lunar  eclipse  on  the  9th.  Other  weather  features  included  very  strong  winds  on 
Christmas  morning  when  they  gusted  to  59  mph  and  produced  bitter  cold  wind  chills,  and  fog  on  13  days: 
December  2-5,  11,  12,  17,  19,  20,  23,29-31. 


December  1992  Weather 

5 


n‘w 


1  3  5  7  9  11  13  15  17  19  21  23  25  27  29  31 


On  this  chart  precipitation  rounding  to  0. 1  inch  or  more  is  reported  above  the 
baseline.  Fs  represent  fronts  passing  through  together  with  the  direction  from 
which  they  came  or  S  for  stationary,  the  bars  temperature  ranges,  and  vertical 
lines  week  divisions:  thus  the  5th  was  a  Saturday,  the  6th  a  Sunday.  Airport 
data  from  the  National  Weather  Service  Forecast  Office,  Buffalo. 
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I  have  compiled  nine  of  the  ten  or  eleven  Christmas  Counts  for  the  region  —  missing  are  Port  Colbome 
and  possibly  St.  Catherines  —  and  will  comment  on  them  in  the  context  of  this  report,  but  I  have  only  last 
year’s  data  for  comparison.  For  the  Buffalo  Christmas  Count,  however,  we  have  data  going  back  to  the 
first  count  in  1929.  Consider  some  overall  comparisons  of  this  year’s  data  with  the  decade  1983-1992  and 
with  the  64  year  period: 


1983-1992 

1929-1992 

1992 

min 

ave 

max 

min 

ave 

max 

Waterfowl 

13908 

9926 

17711 

27316 

932 

13842 

31030 

Hawks 

125 

61 

130 

184 

4 

83 

205 

Gulls 

24801 

3758 

19971 

42664 

144 

13463 

42664 

Woodpeckers 

89 

47 

104 

169 

4 

75 

169 

Native  Non-Passerines 

39269 

14000 

38338 

61822 

1517 

27606 

61822 

Tits,  Wrens, Kinglets 

469 

251 

423 

533 

27 

277 

626 

Sparrows  and  allies 

431 

297 

727 

1113 

7 

663 

1643 

Blackbirds  and  allies 

63 

16 

130 

302 

0 

43 

302 

Finches 

484 

311 

475 

802 

0 

131 

802 

Native  Passerines 

2365 

1424 

2545 

3265 

254 

1681 

5414 

Introduced  Species* 

23762 

3327 

22860 

38040 

253 

21978 

102898 

COUNT  TOTAL 

65396 

19512 

63743 

98326 

3857 

51265 

155585 

*  Includes  Ring-necked  Pheasant,  Rock  Dove,  European  Starling,  and  House  Sparrow 

In  this  chart  minimums  don’t  convey  much  information  because  bad  weather  —  recall  the  heavy  rain  in 
1987  —  can  drive  the  numbers  down.  The  weather  on  this  year’s  count  was  quite  reasonable  and  the 
overall  data  bear  that  out.  The  total  is  just  above  the  decade  average.  Most  groups  represented  in  the  table 
are  also  near  average  numbers;  however,  there  are  exceptions.  Waterfowl,  sparrows,  and  blackbirds  are 
all  well  below  decade  average  numbers.  The  waterfowl  total  is  of  special  concern  when  it  is  broken  down 
between  dabblers  (including  swans  and  geese)  and  divers.  This  year  there  were  4438  dabblers  compared 
with  the  decade  average  of  3843;  the  corresponding  counts  for  diving  ducks  were  9470  against  13848. 
Perhaps  appropriately  dabblers  are  (tipped)  up,  divers  down.  When  the  other  eight  counts  are  added  in,  the 
picture  is  essentially  the  same. 

How  should  we  account  for  the  drop  in  sparrows  and  blackbirds?  Despite  the  open  winters,  a  five  year 
downward  trend  is  evident  for  both  groups.  Here  are  the  data: 

1988  1989  1990  1991  1992 

Sparrows  967  1077  514  525  431 

Blackbirds  302  1 14  280  74  63 

Finches,  on  the  other  hand,  are  holding  their  own,  staying  above  the  decade  average  despite  a  40%  drop 
from  last  year.  This  is  in  the  face  of  the  almost  complete  absence  from  the  region  of  winter  finches. 

Let  us  next  examine  the  birds  of  this  December  from  three  perspectives  —  stragglers,  winter  incursions, 
and  rarities  —  comparing  this  year  with  the  seven  previous  Decembers  back  to  1985. 

Stragglers.  Late  records  include  Black-crowned  Night  Heron,  seen  in  only  two  of  these  seven 
Decembers;  Northern  Shoveler,  also  two;  Killdeer,  one;  Northern  Saw-whet  Owl,  three;  Red-headed 
Woodpecker,  three;  Winter  Wren,  only  the  most  recent  three;  Hermit  Thrush,  four;  Yellow-rumped 
Warbler,  five;  Pine  Warbler,  none;  Field  Sparrow,  five;  Eastern  Meadowlark,  three;  Rusty  Blackbird,  four; 
and  Common  Grackle,  five,  but  not  the  two  most  recent. 

Winter  Incursions.  The  following  table  again  shows  the  status  this  month  of  a  number  of  species 
which  move  into  this  region  in  widely  varying  numbers  over  the  years.  I  have  simply  indicated  status  in  a 
given  year  by  a  +  or  -,  designating  whether  or  not  it  was  recorded  that  year.  Boldface  +  indicates  (my 
subjective  judgment  of)  a  particularly  good  year. 
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Species 

92 

85-91 

Species 

92 

85-91 

Red-throated  Loon 

+ 

vrd.+.-d 

Short-eared  Owl 

+ 

Homed  Grebe 

- 

Boreal  Owl 

— 

9  9  9  9  19 

King  Eider 

- 

Three-toed  Woodpecker 

— 

9  9  9  9  9  9 

Harlequin  Duck 

- 

9  9  9  9  9  9 

Black-backed  Woodpecker 

— 

9  9  9  9  9  9 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

+ 

Homed  Lark 

+ 

Purple  Sandpiper 

+ 

Bohemian  Wax  wing 

— 

1^ 

+1 

+ 

i 

+ 

Little  Gull 

+ 

Northern  Shrike 

+ 

Com.  Black-headed  Gull 

- 

Lapland  Longspur 

— 

Iceland  Gull 

+ 

Snow  Bunting 

+ 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

+ 

Pine  Grosbeak 

— 

^  9  9  9  9  9  9 

Glaucous  Gull 

+ 

Purple  Finch 

+ 

Black-legged  Kittiwake 

+ 

Red  Crossbill 

— 

9  9  9  9  9  9 

Snowy  Owl 

+ 

White- winged  Crossbill 

— 

Northern  Hawk  Owl 

— 

9  9  9  9  9  9 

Common  Redpoll 

— 

Great  Gray  Owl 

— 

9  9  9  9  9  9 

Pine  Siskin 

+ 

Long-eared  Owl 

+ 

Evening  Grosbeak 

— 

The  status  of  a  few  of  these  species  is  modified  on  the  basis  of  the  various  regional  Christmas  Counts.  A 
single  Homed  Grebe  was  seen  on  the  Dunkirk-Fredonia  count  on  the  27th;  two  Pine  Grosbeaks  were 
observed  on  the  Oak  Orchard  count  on  the  28th;  and  a  few  Evening  Grosbeaks  were  noted  in  Southern  Tier 
counts:  four  on  the  Scio  count  and  16  on  the  St.  Bonaventure  count,  both  December  19th. 

Exceptional  Records.  Single  Red-shouldered  Hawks  were  recorded,  only  the  second  time  in  eight 
Decembers.  All  three  of  the  famous  gulls  stayed  through  the  beginning  of  this  month:  the  Mew  Gull,  the 
only  earlier  records  I  know  of  two  birds  in  1967,  and  the  two  species  never  recorded  here  before:  the 
California  Gull  and  the  Slaty-backed  Gull.  (See  my  commentary  on  these  species  in  last  month’s 
PROTHONOTARY.)  These  birds  were  all  first  seen  in  November  in  the  Niagara  Gorge.  The  Mew  Gull  this 
month  was  seen  in  Dunkirk  Harbor  by  Bob  Sundell.  It  may  very  well  be  a  second  bird  as  there  is  an 
unverified  report  of  the  original  bird  in  the  gorge  on  the  7th.  Finally,  a  Western  Tanager  appeared  at  the 
feeder  of  Margaret  Cunningham  in  Wainfleet,  where  she  fed  it  grubs  until  it  could  be  captured  and 
maintained  by  a  local  rehabilitator  for  the  rest  of  the  winter.  Mrs.  Cunningham  welcomed  dozens  of 
birders  to  her  yard  to  see  this  rare  western  visitor.  Beardslee  and  Mitchell  note  only  one  previous  record 
from  the  area:  a  single  bird  at  Tintem,  Ontario  from  December  18,  1957  to  February  8,  1958. 

Briefly  noted.  Linda  Holmes  reports  that  a  partial  albino  American  Tree  Sparrow  is  spending  its  third 
winter  at  Sinking  Ponds.  Vivian  Pitzrick  reports  from  the  Southern  Tier:  “Abundant  spiuce  cones,  box 
elder  fruits,  squirrels.  No  wild  grapes.  Multiflora  rose,  spotty.”  That  late  Pine  Warbler  was  banded, 
photographed,  and  released  by  Elizabeth  Brooks. —  Gerry  Rising 


Literature  cited: 

Beardslee,  Clark  S.  and  Harold  D.  Mitchell.  Birds  of  the  Niagara  Frontier  Region .  Bulletin  of  the  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences, 
Volume  22,  1 965. 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification 
according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (B.O.S.  1991)  has 
been  received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area. 


Name  of  Bird 

Dec. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Red-thr.  Loon 

28-30 

1 

Niagara-on-Lake 

Bellerby 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

20 

1 

N.  Tonawanda 

D’Anna  et  al 

D. -crest.  Cormorant 

1 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Andrle,  Bellerby  et  al 

ft 

3 

4 

Shadigee 

Sundell 

Blue.-cr.  Night-Heron 

12 

2 

Dunkirk 

R  &  C  Budniewski 

ft 

13 

2 

Queenston,  Ont. 

D’Anna  et  al 

ft 

25 

9 

Buffalo 

Brock 

Tundra  Swan 

6 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

ft 

16 

1 

Point  Breeze 

Listman 

Mute  Swan 

6 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Watson,  Rising 

Snow  Goose 

6 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew 

Northern  Shoveler 

3 

1 

Medina 

Rising 

Redhead 

25 

6 

Beaver  Is.  SP 

Thills 

Greater  Scaup 

29 

4000 

Yates  Twp. 

Listman,  Nicoletti 

Ruddy  Duck 

3 

9 

w 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Sundell 

Bald  Eagle 

1 

1  ad. 

Lewiston  Twp. 

Andrle  et  al 

ft 

2 

1  ad.w/gm  tag 

Queenston,  Ont. 

Bellerby 

ff 

28 

1  ad. 

Beaver  Is.  SP 

Thill 

ft 

29 

1 

Bertie  Twp.,  Ont. 

O.  Rosche  (EABC) 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

5-31 

8  reports 

throughout  WNY 

Cooper’ s  Hawk 

1-31 

5  reports 

throughout  WNY 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

13 

1 

Pom  fret  Twp. 

Rew 

If 

19.  20 

1  ad. 

Niagara  Falls 

D’Anna,  Roberson  et  al 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

1-29 

5  reports 

L.  Ont.  Plain  &  So.  Tier 

ft 

21 

9 

Chaut.  &  Catt.  Co. 

Budniewski 

American  Coot 

3 

60 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Sundell 

Killdeer 

4L 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

D’Anna,  DiTommaso 

Purple  Sandpiper 

8 

2 

Goat  Island 

Bellerby 

ff 

13 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Roberson  et  al 

Little  Gull 

6 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson,  Collins  (BOS) 

It 

6,12 

1 

Queenston,  Ont. 

D’Anna  et  al 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

16 

9600 

Niagara-on-Lake 

Bellerby 

Mew  Gull 

3 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Sundell 

Ring-billed  Gull 

3 

8000 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Sundell 

California  Gull 

1 

1 

Lewiston-Queenston 

Andrle,  Rew  et  al 

ft 

1,6 

1 

ff 

D’Anna  et  al 

Iceland  Gull 

1-19 

5  rep.  (4  max) 

Niagara  River 

ff 

26 

1 

over  Ransom vi  11c 

L.  Black-b.  Gull 

1 

1  ad. 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Andrle  et  al 
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Name  of  Bird 

L.  Black-b.  Gull 

tt 

ft 

L.  Black-b.  Gull 

ft 

Glaucous  Gull 

ft 

»! 

Slaty- backed  Gull 

ff 

*  Black-leg.  Kittiwake 

Snowy  Owl 

ft 

tf 

Long-eared  Owl 
Short-eared  Owl 

tf 

tt 

Nor.  Saw-whet  Owl 
Red-headed  Wdpkr. 
Red-bellied  Wdpkr. 
Horned  Lark 

»t 

Tufted  Titmouse 
Red-br.  Nuthatch 
Carolina  Wren 

tt 

ff 

Winter  Wren 
Eastern  Bluebird 

tt 

Hermit  Thrush 
Northern  Mockingbird 
Northern  Shrike 

tt 

ff 

Yellow-r.  Warbler 

tf 

Pine  Warbler 
^Western  Tanager 

tt 

Field  Sparrow 
Swamp  Sparrow 
White-cr.  Sparrow 
Lapland  Longspur 

tt 

Snow  Bunting 

ff 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

tt 

Rusty  Blackbird 
Common  Grackle 


Dec. 

Number 

1,8 

1 ,2  ad. 

6 

1  ad. 

13 

3  ad. 

1 

2  ad. 

6 

1  imm. 

1,13 

1 

15 

1 

19 

1 

1,4 

1 

4 

1 

12 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

13 

1 

26,27 

1,4 

9F 

2 

13 

7 

15 

2 

27 

1 

31 

1 

6 

1 

2,29 

75,200 

13 

80 

1-31 

6  reports 

13-29 

14  max. 

1-25 

1 

9-16 

1 

12,21 

1,2 

18 

1 

13 

9 

18 

1 

27 

1 

22,28 

1 

13 

1 

19 

1 

27 

1 

12 

1 

19,27 

1 

2 

1 

3-7 

1 

6 

1 

6-28 

1 

6-30 

1-2 

26,27 

1 

13 

4 

29 

5 

19 

28 

21 

45 

10,18 

0 

14 

2 

3L 

1 

8 

2 

Location 
Niagara  Falls 
Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 
Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

M. F..  ,Ont.  Landfill 
Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 

N. F.,  Ont.  Landfill 
Queenston  Reservoir 
Reservoir  SP 
Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 
Niagara  Falls,  Ont.  &  NY 
Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 
Niagara-on-Lake 
Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Ft.  Niagara  SP 
Porter  Twp. 

Carlton  Twp. 

Somerset  Twp. 

Alden  Twp. 

Porter  Twp. 

Lakeside  Beach  S.P. 
Ransomville 
Yates  Twp. 

Somerset  Twp. 
throughout  WNY 
Ward  Twp. 

Eden  Valley 
East  Aurora 
Alden  Twp.  (f) 

Scio 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Hanover  T  wp. 

Porter  T  wp. 

East  Aurora 
Wainfleet  Twp.,  Ont. 
Carlton  Twp. 

Porter  Twp. 

Welland 
Ransomville 
Alfred  Twp. 

Wainfleet  Twp., Ont. (0 
Wainfleet  Twp., Ont. (f) 
East  Aurora 
East  Aurora 
Lewiston  Twp. 

Somerset  Twp. 

Yates  Twp. 

Charlotte  Twp. 

Charlotte  Twp. 

Point  Breeze 
Arkwright  Twp. 

Stockton  Twp.(f) 

Long  Beach,  Ont. 


Observer 

Bellerby 
D’Anna  et  al 
D’Anna  et  al 
Andrle  et  al 
D’Anna  et  al 
Andrle  et  al 
Andrle,  Brock 
Chilton 

Andrle,  Brock  et  al 
Van  T  wests 
D’Anna  et  al 
Bellerby 
Brock  et  al 
Potter  et  al 
D’  Anna,  Potter  et  al 
Listman 
B  &  R  Ewald 
Wolfling 
Potter  et  al 
Listman,  Davids 
Ewald 

Listman,  Nicoletti 
B  &  R  Ewald 

Brooks 

Andrle 

Holmes 

Wolfling 

Pitzrick 

Rew 

Chilton 

D'Anna 

Holmes 

Cunningham 

Listman 

D'Anna  et  al 

Cunningham 

Ewald 

Brooks 

Cunningham  et  al 

Andrle,  Watson  et  al 

Holmes 

Holmes 

D'Anna  et  al 

B&R  Ewald 

Listman 

Rew,  Buck 

Budniewski 

Listman 

Budniewski 

S  undell 

Andrle  et  al 
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Name  of  Bird 

Dec. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Common  Grackle 

31 

1 

Tonawanda 

Hess 

Purple  Finch 

13-31 

1-7 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

fl 

13-31 

1-15 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

ft 

15 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

ft 

19 

11 

Charlotte  Twp. 

Rew,  Buck 

ft 

28 

2 

Scio 

Pitzrick 

Pine  Siskin 

13 

2 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

ft 

15 

2 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

American  Goldfinch 

26 

45 

Porter  Twp. 

D'Anna,  Di 

Species,  Subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded . 268 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  .(incl.  Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  from  May  Count.)  ....  4 
Total  for  year . 272 


Pine  Warbler  Apr.  13 

ADDENDA 

1991 

1  Lackawanna 

DiTommaso 

Mute  Swan  Feb.  16 

4 

1992 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Y  oerg  et  al 

Cattle  Egret  May  4,7 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Sommerville 

Ross’  GoOSe(possible  escape)Oct.  9 

1 

Cold  Spring  Twp. 

Eaton 

Curlew  Sandpiper  Aug.  30 

1 

Niagara-on-Lake 

Roy, Wilson, Smith 

California  Gull  Nov.  29 

1 

Adam  Beck  & 

Leukering 

Olive- sided  Flycatcher  Jun.  26 

1 

Robert  Moses  Hydro  Plants 
Freedom  Twp. 

Schooley 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet  Sep.  7,9 

1 

Williamsville 

Yoerg 

In  Prothonotary ,  November,  1992,  Vol. 

ERRATA 

58,  No.  11,  Page  122: 

Ross’  Goose  Oct.  7 

1 

Randolph  Twp. 

Sundell,  Wellman 

should  be: 

Ross’  Goose  Oct.  7 

1 

Cold  Spring  Twp. 

Sundell,  Wellman 

In  Prothonotary ,  December,  1992,  Vol.  58,  No. 

12,  Page  138: 

Northern  Shrike  Nov.  1 

1 

Villein  Twp. 

Rew,  Buck 

should  be: 

Northern  Shrike  Nov.  1 

1 

Villenova  Twp. 

Rew,  Buck 

American  Redstart  Nov.  1  IF 

1 

Goat  Island 

D’Anna 

should  be: 

American  Redstart  Nov.  11L 

1 

Goat  Island 

D’Anna 

In  the  October  and  November,  1992  issues  (Vol.  58,  Nos.  10  and  1 1)  the  column  heading  for  Month 
“Noteworthy  Records”  is  given  as  Aug.  It  should  be  Sept,  in  No.  10  and  Oct,  in  No.  1 1 . 
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STATISTICIANS’  NOTE 

Effective  January  1,  1993,  reports  of  the  Snow  Goose  (Blue  Morph)  wintering  in  Dunkirk  Harbor  will  not 
require  verifying  write-ups  unless  future  notice  is  given  to  the  contrary. 

Robert  F.  Andrle 
Frances  M.  Rew 


Rare  Bird  Alerts 

With  the  recent  rare  gull  activity  on  the  Niagara  River  our  “Dial-a-Bird”  probably  received  a  lot  of 
additional  calls  from  not  only  local  birders  but  from  birders  around  the  country.  “Dial-a-Bird”  is 
operated  by  the  Museum  of  Science  and  is  updated  by  Arthur  Clark.  Members  should  report  unusual 
species  to  him  at  896-5200. 

“Dial-a-Bird”  is  just  one  of  many  Rare  Bird  Alerts  in  the  US  and  Canada.  The  American  Birding 
Association  (ABA)  regularly  publishes  complete  listings  in  their  monthly  publication,  Winging  It. 
Whenever  I  travel  into  a  different  area,  I  always  call  the  local  Rare  Bird  Alert  for  that  area.  I  have  seen  a 
lot  of  great  birds  over  the  years  using  these  services.  This  past  autumn  I  planned  a  couple  of  pelagic  trips 
off  Maine.  On  the  way,  we  stopped  in  New  Hampshire  and  picked  up  a  very  rare  Little  Gull  reported  on 
the  Mass.  tape.  I  also  make  it  a  point  to  report  any  rarities  I  find  in  my  birding  trips  to  their  local  tapes. 

Hamilton,  Ontario  probably  has  one  of  the  finest  tapes.  It  is  updated  every  Thursday  night  and  more 
often  if  a  rarity  is  found.  Directions  are  usually  given  to  the  rarer  birds.  Last  winter  we  took  quite  a  few 
trips  into  Ontario  and  had  a  lot  of  fun  “chasing”.  We  saw  several  Northern  Hawk-Owls,  a  Harris 
Sparrow,  Varied  Thrush,  Townsend’s  Solitaire,  White  Pelicans,  and  other  rarities.  We  met  a  lot  of  nice 
birders  and  discovered  some  fine  places  to  bird.  The  Hamilton  number  is  416-648-9537. 

In  winter  Ottawa  (613-761-1967)  is  usually  quite  good.  The  Ottawa  is  a  great  place  for  winter  birding. 
Owls,  winter  finches,  Bohemian  Waxwings,  Barrow’s  Goldeneyes,  both  of  the  northern  woodpeckers  and 
Gyrfalcons  (rare)  are  usually  present. 

Other  tapes  within  a  day’s  drive  are: 

Rochester  716-461-9593 
Syracuse  315-682-7039 
Albany  518-439-8080 
New  York  212-979-3070 

To  give  you  an  idea  what  kind  of  birds  were  seen  the  week  before  Christmas  I  called  two  of  the  above 
tapes.  I  was  tempted  to  skip  the  normal  Christmas  festivities  and  go  birding.  How  about  Western 
Kingbird,  Spotted  Redshank,  Painted  Bunting,  Ash-throated  Flycatcher,  an  unidentified  Wagtail,  several 
Eurasian  Wigeons,  Razorbills,  King  Eiders,  Harlequin  Ducks,  Townsend’s  Solitaire,  both  Three-toed  and 
Black-backed  Woodpeckers  (in  one  area!),  and  a  Gyrfalcon. 

I’d  also  recommend  anyone  interested  in  birding  out  of  our  local  area  to  join  the  ABA.  They  have  a 
great  amount  of  information  available  for  birding,  two  great  publications,  and  discounted  books  and 
optical  equipment.  Many  of  our  members  belong.  Their  address  is:  American  Birding  Association,  PO 
Box  6599,  Colorado  Springs,  CO  80934. 

Happy  Chasing, 

Dick  Collins 

[Other  tapes  of  interest  to  BOS  members  are:  Western  Pennsylvania  (412)  963-0560;  Cleveland,  Ohio 
(216)  289-2473  and  Florida  (813)  984-4444.  Ed.] 
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Report  Of  the  64*^  B.O.S. 

Christmas  Bird  Count 

A  fair  Christmas  count  resulted  from  fair  weather.  It  was  sunny  but  cold  in  the  morning  and  afternoon.  There 
were  42  participants  in  the  Buffalo  circle.  77  species  were  counted,  65,399  individuals  were  reported  in  the  16 
territories. 


Facts  and  figures  of  the  64^  Buffalo  Circle  Chnstmas  Count  are  reported  below: 

Date:  December  20,  1992 

Area:  Centering  on  Grand  Island,  including  both  branches  of  the  Niagara  River  and  adjacent  territory  -  from 

the  Gorge  below  the  Falls  to  Fort  Erie  and  Buffalo. 

Weather:  Morning  and  afternoon  were  partly  cloudy.  Temperatures  ranged  from  an  early  morning  low  of  28° 
(F)  to  an  afternoon  high  of  42°(F),  with  winds  from  the  W-SW  at  10-20  mph.  The  Niagara  River  was 
free  of  ice.  The  snow  cover  was  about  1-2  inches. 


Coverage:  Forty-two  observers  in  18  parties  made  observations  from  5:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  Party-hours  were 
138.75  (56  on  foot  and  82.75  by  car),  plus  13.5  hours  at  feeders  and  6.5  hours  owling.  Party-miles 
were  764  (51.5  on  foot  and  712.5  by  car). 

Territories  and  Observers:  (leaders  underlined) 

A.  Canada:  Rainbow  Bridge  south  to  Welland  River  and  Niagara  River  west  to  M.C.R.R.,  Portage  Road  and 

area  boundary.  Robert  Andrle.  James  H.  Gregory.  44  species;  23,576  individuals. 

B.  Canada:  Welland  River  south  to  Black  Creek  and  the  Niagara  River  west  to  the  Queen  Elizabeth  Way 

and  area  boundary.  Richard  Byron,  Barbara  Byron,  Richard  Collins.  29  species;  1797 
individuals. 


C.  Canada: 

D.  Canada: 

E.  Canada: 


Queen  Elizabeth  Way  west  to  area  boundary  and  south  to  Bowen  Road.  Wavel  Barber. 
Maxine  Barber.  16  species;  1067  individuals. 

Black  Creek  south  to  the  Peace  Bridge  and  the  Niagara  River  west  to  the  Queen  Elizabeth 
Way.  Frances  Rew,  Audrey  Horbet,  Ellen  Schopp.  34  species;  2646  individuals. 

Bowen  Road  south  to  area  boundary  and  east  to  Queen  Elizabeth  Way  and  Niagara  River.  , 
Blayne  Farnan,  Drew  Campbell.  Brad  Clements,  Marcya  Foster.  35  species;  14716 
individuals. 


F.  Niagara 

Falls:  Porter  Road,  Hyde  Park  Blvd.,  Pine  Ave.  and  Main  St.  south  to  Niagara  River,  including  Goat 

and  Cayuga  Islands  and  east  to  Military  Road.  Karen  Renning,  Edward  Crohn.  18  species, 
23,301  individuals. 


G.  North 

Tonawanda:  Military  Rd.  southeast  to  N.Y.  State  Barge  Canal  and  Niagara  River  northeast  to  area 

boundary.  Willie  DAnna,  Ken  Cohen,  Tom  Insalaco,  Anna  Bauer,  Dan  Robertson,  Ton 
Insalaco.  Feeder  watchers:  ,  Mary  Clemesha,  Edward  D'Anna,  Gertrude  Ruggles,  Betsy 
Potter,  Chuck  Insalaco.  47  species;  8104  individuals. 
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H.  Tonawanda:  Sheridan  Dr.  north  to  N.Y.  State  Barge  Canal  and  Niagara  River  east  to  area  boundary.  Mike 

Galas,  Gerald  Rising.  William  Watson,  Tony  Fire.  35  species;  3063  individuals. 

J.  Buffalo:  Sheridan  Dr.  east  and  south  to  area  boundary,  west  to  Niagara  River.  Marcia  O'Bara.  Tom 

O'Bara.  21  species;  2953  individuals 

K.  Grand 

Island:  West  of  Stoney  Point  Rd.,  north  of  Huth  and  Long  Roads  to  the  Niagara  River.  William 

Townsend,  Bert  Schweigert.  37  species;  868  individuals. 

L.  Grand 

Island:  Huth  and  Long  Roads  south  to  Whitehaven  Road  and  Stoney  Point  Rd.,  west  to  the  Niagara 

River.  Bill  Burch,  Thomas  Burke.  26  species;  3110  individuals. 


M.  Grand 

Island:  East  of  Stoney  Point  Rd.  and  north  of  Whitehaven  Rd.  to  the  Niagara  River.  Mike  Zebehazv. 

34  species;  715  individuals. 

N.  Grand 

Island:  Whitehaven  Rd.  south  to  Love  Rd.  and  Baseline  Rd.  west  to  the  Niagara  River.  Robert  Brock, 

David  Cooper.  24  species;  346  individuals. 


O.  Grand 

Island:  Whitehaven  Rd.  south  to  Love  Rd.  and  Baseline  Rd.  east  to  the  Niagara  River.  Chuck 

Rosenburg,  John  Rosenburg.  31  species;  270  individuals. 


P.  Grand 

Island:  Love  Rd.  south  to  Spaulding  Rd.  from  the  East  Branch  to  the  West  Branch  of  the  Niagara 

River.  Doug  Happ,  Pat  Martin.  41  species;  2689  individuals. 

Q.  Grand 

Island:  South  of  Spaulding  Rd.  to  the  Niagara  River.  William  Bogacki,  Dick  Christensen,  Alice 

McKale,  Edward  Ratajczek.  38  species;  1 169  individuals. 


Species  Recorded:  With  reference  to  the  species  count,  in  those  cases  in  which  a  species  was  reported  in  three  or 

fewer  territories,  the  letters  in  parentheses  indicate  the  territories  in  which  they  were  reported. 


Common  Loon  3  (A,G) 

Pied-billed  Grebe  3  (G,M,P) 
Double-cr.  Cormorant  19  highest  ever 
Great  Blue  Heron  33  high  -  tied  1986 
T undra  Swan  4  (K) 

Mute  Swan  1  (D) 

Canada  Goose  1645 
Am.  Black  Duck  103 
Mallard  2620 
N.  Pintail  6  (K) 

Gad  wall  50 

N.  Harrier  2  (C,  M) 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk  6 

Red-sh.  Hawk  1  (G)  2n(^  time  ever 

Red-tailed  Hawk  89 
Rough-legged  Hawk  1  (E)  low,  ave.  5 


American  Wigeon  9  (A)  low 
Canvasback  2873  low,  ave.  5000 
Redhead  17  (K,  P,  Q)  low,  ave.  180 
Ring-necked  Duck  4  (K) 

Greater  Scaup  1212 

Lesser  Scaup  1  (A)  low,  ave.  27 

Com.  Goldeneye  1138  below  ave.  of  2819 

Bufflehead  190  below  ave.  of  537 

Hooded  Merganser  19 

Com.  Merganser  3852 

Red-br.  Merganser  164 

Herring  Gull  6172 
Iceland  Gull  1  (A) 

Lesser  Black-b.  Gull  1  (A) 

Slaty-backed  Gull  1  1st  ever 
Glaucous  Gull  3  (A) 
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Buteo  sp.  1' 

American  Kestrel  25 
Ring- necked  Pheasant  9  (A,  F,  G) 
American  Coot  12  (K)  high,  tied  last  year 
Bonaparte’s  Gull  3430 
Ring-billed  Gull  14,872  highest  ever 


Belted  Kingfisher  5  (A,Q) 

Red-bellied  Woodpkr.  5  (E,  Q) 

Downy  Woodpkr.  64 
Hairy  Woodpkr.  6 

N.  Ricker  14 
Blue  Jay  207 
American  Crow  401 
Bl. -capped  Chickadee  368 
Tufted  Titmouse  9 
Red-br.  Nuthatch  8 
White-br.  Nuthatch  30 

Yellow-r.  Warbler  4  (E) 

N.  Cardinal  109  low,  ave.  189 
Am.  Tree  Sparrow  80  low,  ave.  381 
Song  Sparrow  15 
Swamp  SpaiTOW  1  (Q) 

White-thr.  Sparrow  41 

Compiler  -  William  Bogacki 


Greater  Blackl-b.  Gull  321  high,  last  high  1991-657 
Rock  Dove  1210 
Mourning  Dove  260 
E.  Screech  Owl  4  (A,0) 

Great  Homed  Owl  5 
Snowy  Owl  1  (G) 

Long-eared  Owl  1  (E)  low,  ave.  4 

Brown  Creeper  10 
Carolina  Wren  2  (O,  P) 

Winter  Wren  1  (Q) 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet  41  highest  since  1972 

E.  Bluebird  3  (F)  1st  ever 
American  Robin  255 
N.  Mockingbird  5 
Cedar  Waxwing  41  (G,0) 

N.  Shrike  2  (E,  M) 

E.  Starling  20,874 


Dark-eyed  Junco  155 

Snow  Bunting  30  (G)  highest  since  1974 

Br.-headed  Cowbird  63  (G,  H,  P) 

House  Finch  314 
American  Goldfinch  170 
House  Sparrow  1,669 


^  vL*  vt/  si#  *i#  si#  vL* 

^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^ 


Barn  Owl  Nesting  Attempt 
In  Town  Of  Otto 

A  pair  of  Barn  Owls  made  an  unsuccessful  nesting  attempt  in  the  Town  of  Otto,  Cattaraugus  County  in 
early  autumn  1992.  Although  the  nest  produced  no  young,  the  confirmed  breeding  record  is  noteworthy 
for  three  reasons:  1)  the  Barn  Owl  is  an  uncommon  breeder  in  the  Niagara  Frontier  region,  20  the 
nesting  date  (eggs  laid  approximately  October  1,  1992)  is  late  in  the  season,  and  3)  the  pair  nested  in  a 
bam  owl  nest  box  approximately  one  month  after  the  nest  box  was  erected. 

The  following  is  a  brief  chronology  of  the  use  of  the  Town  of  Otto  site  by  barn  owls: 

June  27,  1992:  The  site  was  first  visited  by  BOS  members  on  this  date.  The  property  owner  reported 
that  one  or  two  Barn  Owls  had  been  observed  on  occasion  in  the  vicinity  of  the  site  over  the  last  few  years. 
Feathers  and  pellets  were  present  in  the  barn.  One  adult  Bam  Owl  was  called  in  after  dark  using  a  Barn  Owl 
tape  recording.  No  evidence  of  nesting  was  noted,  but  a  nest  could  have  been  present  a  distance  from  the  site 
and  was  not  detected. 

August  22,  1992:  A  Barn  Owl  nest  box  was  erected  within  the  barn.  Recent  feathers  and  pellets  were 
present.  One  adult  Barn  Owl  was  called  in  after  dark  using  a  tape  recording.  No  evidence  of  nesting  was 
noted. 

September  12,  1992:  Owner  reported  the  presence  of  two  Barn  Owls  at  the  site.  The  Owner’s 
description  of  the  owl’s  vocalizations  suggested  that  this  was  a  pair  initiating  courtship.  The  owner  reported 
that  one  Barn  Owl  was  Hushed  from  the  nest  box  during  daylight  hours  on  September  10. 

November  1 1,  1992:  Owner  observed  a  Bam  Owl  with  the  barn  after  dark,  the  owl  was  reluctant  to  leave 
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the  bam,  suggesting  that  it  may  have  been  an  adult  female  with  eggs  or  young  in  the  nest  box. 

November  28,  1992:  The  barn  owl  nest  box  was  inspected  at  dusk.  A  Barn  Owl  (probably  an  adult 
female)  flushed  from  the  nest  box.  A  second  Bam  Owl  was  observed  outside  shortly  thereafter.  Two  addled 
eggs  were  present  among  numerous  pellets  in  the  nest  box.  One  egg  was  infertile,  while  the  other  contained 
a  fully  developed  embryo  which  died  at  the  pipping  stage. 

December  23,  1992:  Owner  observed  two  Barn  Owls  foraging  over  the  fields  near  the  site  at  4:00  pm. 
Moderate  snow  cover  may  have  been  responsible  for  the  extension  of  foraging  into  daylight  hours. 

January  5,  1993:  Owner  reports  that  no  Barn  Owls  have  been  observed  at  the  site  since  December  23, 
1992. 

Chuck  Rosenburg 

*r*  *T*  *T*  *T*  *T*  *T*  *T* 


BOS  MEETINGS 

Feb.  10  "Birding  Around  Cape  May,  N.J."  A  slide  presenation  by  Bill  Burch. 

Feb.  24  "Old-Fashion  Birds."  A  glass  slide  projector  presentation  by  David  Junkin. 

March  10  &  24  To  be  announced. 

Apr.  14  Results  and  discussion  of  the  BOS  Council's  survey.  This  meeting  will  be  lead  by  Council  President 
Dick  Collins. 

Apr.  28  "From  Rainforest  to  Volcano  Peaks-Birding  in  Costa  Rica."  A  slide  presentation  by  Dr.  Robert  Andrle 
and  Donald  Roberson. 

May  12  "Grasslands."  A  slide  presentation  about  the  grasslands  habitat  including  bird  sounds. 

May  26  To  be  announced. 

June  9  Summer  picnic  meeting  at  Tifft  Nature  Preserve. 

No  meetings  during  the  summer 

Sep.  8  "My  Summer  Vacation."  This  is  our  annual  members'  slide  night. 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  1 
through  June  15,  inclusive,  except  for  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December.  Meetings  begin  at  8 
p.m.  and  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020  Humbolt  Parkway,  Buffalo,  New  York. 
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FIELD  TRIPS 


Feb.  21:  Sunday.  Canadian  Owl  Trip.  Meet  at  Vermont  &  Busti  at  9:00  AM,  or  at  9: 15  at  the  first  parking 

area  on  the  Canadian  side  0.6  mi.  upstream  from  the  Peace  Bridge.  Leaders:  Blayne  Faman  (1-416- 
834-7541)  &  Dick  Byron  (662-4783). 

Mar.  20:  Saturday  not  Sunday.  Lake  Ontario  Plains  of  eastern  Niagara  County.  Leader:  Willie  D’Anna  (1- 

731-4348).  Meet  at  Wright’s  Corners  (north  of  Lockport)  on  Route  78  at  the  Tops  Market  at  8:00 
am.. 

Apr.  4:  Sunday.  Daylight  Saving  Time.  Set  clocks  ahead  1  hour. 

BOS  April  Bird  Count. 

Apr.  18:  Hawk  Migration  at  Grimsby,  Ont.  Meet  at  8:00  AM  in  the  Bob  Evans  parking  lot  in  Niagara  Falls, 

NY  where  1-90  crosses  Niagara  Falls  Blvd.  (Rt.  62),  or  go  directly  to  the  Beamer  Conservation  Area 
30  mi.  into  Canada  in  the  QEW,  on  the  escarpment  above  Grimsby.  Leader:  Bill  Burch  (773-3690). 

Apr.  25:  Sunday.  Braddock  Bay  Hawk  Watch.  Joint  trip  with  Rochester  GOS.  Meet  at  7:00  AM  at  Amherst 

Book  World,  0.1  mi.  east  of  Main  &  Transit.  We  will  join  the  GOS  at  9:30  at  the  Braddock  Bay 
shelter.  Leaders:  Mike  Zebehazy  (662-6987)  and  Bob  Spahn  (GOS). 


In  the  event  of  bad  weather,  contact  the  trip  leader  to  determine 
whether  the  top  has  been  cancelled. 

Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Trip  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 


4*  4^  4f  4?  4?  4?  4?  4f 

*T*  *T*  'r*  *T*  'T*  *T*  'T*  *T* 

Remembrances  of  Harold  Axtell  are  being  collected  and  edited  for  publication  in  a 
future  issue.  Anyone  who  wishes  to  contribute  should  send  their  material  to  Bill  Burch, 

22  Brandywine  Dr.,  Grand  Island,  NY  14072  (773-3690). 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a  -Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings,  call  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  896-5200. 

\J/  v|/  vj. 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler: 
Mr.  William  D’Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Drive  Extension,  Niagara  Falls,  NY  14304. 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer:  Jane  Heyer,  296  Westchester  Blvd.,  Kenmore,  NY 
14217  Tel.  (875-3318). 

Back  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  @  $0.50  per  copy. 

Editor:  Charles  D.  Halvorsen,  212  Main  Street,  West  Seneca,  NY  14224. 
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January  was  a  rather  gloomy  month,  much  warmer  than  usual  but  cloudy  and  rainy.  The  mean  tempera¬ 
ture  was  29.5°,  5.9°  above  the  norm  for  the  month.  With  temperatures  rising  above  freezing  on  most  days, 
Lake  Erie  remained  open,  but  the  lake  effect  storms  that  this  encourages  only  brought  significant  snow 
south  of  the  city  on  the  15th. 

But  precipitation  was  also  above  average:  the  4.4  inches  was  1.7  inches  above  the  norm  making  it  the 

wettest  January  in  1 1  years.  Most 
of  that  precipitation  fell  as  rain, 
much  of  it  during  that  brief  warm 
spell  of  the  3rd  through  the  5th 
when  almost  two  inches  were 
recorded.  This  made  room  for  less 
than  normal  snow:  the  13  inches 
measured  only  about  half  of  the 
depth  expected  in  January.  Over  an 
inch  fell  on  only  two  days:  the  10th 
and  the  30th.  The  greatest  snow 
depth  on  the  ground  was  four 
inches  on  the  1 1th  and  12th  and 
again  on  the  3 1st.  In  fact  there  was 
little  snow  cover  at  all  except  dur¬ 
ing  the  period  from  the  1 1th  to  the 
21st. 

January  was  a  gloomy  month 
with  less  than  usual  sun.  There 
were  in  fact  1 5  days  with  no  sun  at 
all,  seven  of  those  days  running  from  the  10th  to  the  16th.  The  month  ended  stormy  with  high  winds  rising 
in  gusts  to  56  mph  on  the  3 1  st.  On  only  six  days  were  there  northerly  components  to  the  winds. 

>  f  We  owe  DiTommaso  and  D’Anna,  whose  record  high  counts  for  January  were  accomplished  through 
extraordinary  field  work,  much  credit  for  the  quite  remarkable  number  of  records  this  month,  but  the  mild 
weather  and  the  unusual  avian  visitors  seem  to  have  encouraged  more  birding  (and  happily  more  submis¬ 
sion  of  records)  than  in  recent  times.  Let  us  consider  the  results. 


3  5  7  9  11  13  15  17  19  21  23  25  27  29  31 


On  this  chart  precipitation  rounding  to  0. 1  inch  or  more  is  reported  above  the 
baseline.  Fs  represent  fronts  passing  through  together  with  the  direction  from 
which  they  came  or  S  for  stationary,  the  bars  temperature  ranges,  and  vertical 
lines  week  divisions:  thus  the  2nd  was  a  Saturday,  the  3rd  a  Sunday  Airport 
data  from  the  National  Weather  Service  Forecast  Office,  Buffalo. 
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Species 

1992  Max 

1986-1992 

Comments 

Carolina  Wren 

6  reports 

7  of  7 

average 

Winter  Wren 

1 

4  of  7 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

7 

5  of  7 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 

none 

1  of  7 

Eastern  Bluebird 

7 

5  of  7 

Hennit  Thrush 

1 

3  of  7 

American  Robin 

230 

7  of  7 

continuing  high  numbers 

Gray  Catbird 

none 

3  of  7 

* 

Northern  Mockingbird 

1 

7  of  7 

Brown  Thrasher 

none 

1  of  7 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

4 

5  of  7 

Pine  Warbler 

none 

1  of  7 

Palm  Warbler 

none 

1  of  7 

Ovenbird 

none 

1  of  7 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 

none 

2  of  7 

Dickcissel 

none 

1  of  7 

Rufous- sided  Towhee 

3 

5  of  7 

Chipping  Sparrow 

3 

1  of  7 

Field  Sparrow 

1 

3  of  7 

Swamp  Sparrow 

2 

5  of  7 

White-throated  Sparrow 

3 

6  of  7 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

1 

5  of  7 

Red- winged  Blackbird 

7 

7  of  7 

about  average 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

4 

3  of  7 

Rusty  Blackbird 

2 

4  of  7 

Common  Grackle 

none 

4  of  7 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

12 

7  of  7 

continuing  low 

Exceptional  Records.  Best  birds  of  the  month  were  clearly  the  two  Gyrfalcons  found  along  Lake 
Erie  south  of  Buffalo,  the  first  one  by  the  Suggs  on  New  Year’s  Day  and  the  second  the  next  day  on  the 
Hamburg-East  Aurora  Christmas  Count  which  extends  narrowly  to  this  shore.  Many  shared  in  these  once 
in  a  decade  observations  of  brown  and  gray  phase  birds.  These  gyrs  eclipsed  the  other  falcons:  at  least  two 
peregrines  (one  seen  in  the  same  binocular  field  with  one  of  the  gyrs!)  and  the  Merlin  that  has  adopted  the 
University  at  Buffalo  Main  Street  campus  as  its  winter  home  the  past  several  years.  Ewald  also  reported  a 

Goshawk. 

Chilton  carefully  identified  a  remarkable  but  not  unprecedented  cross  between  an  American  Goldeneye 
and  a  Hooded  Merganser,  the  bird  clearly  showing  characteristics  of  both  adult  males  and  associating  with 
both  species  but  most  closely  with  female  goldeneyes.  Not  to  be  forgotten  is  the  immature  male  King  Eider 
found  early  in  the  month  in  the  Small  Boat  Harbor.  The  unspecified  jaeger,  Laughing  Gull,  and  kittiwake 
provided  a  nice  reprise  to  the  spectacular  gull  records  of  the  past  two  months. 

Under  the  category,  exceptional  but  stupid,  is  the  attempted  January  nesting  of  two  Red  Crossbills.  First 
noticed  by  DiTomasso  and  D’Anna  on  the  23rd  well  up  in  a  45  foot  white  pine  in  the  Philips  Creek  State 
Reforestation  Land  in  the  Town  of  Wales,  the  nest  building  was  followed  through  the  rest  of  the  month  by 
Brooks.  She  found  the  nest  more  complete  on  the  29th,  but  no  crossbills  nearby.  I  observe  how  this  once 
again  indicates  that  striving  for  count  records  in  no  way  precludes  and  in  fact  encourages  interesting  and 
useful  behavior  observations. 

Briefly  noted.  Ewald  found  seven  Red-tailed  Hawks  in  the  same  field  in  Ransomville,  five  in  the 
same  tree.  Famham  recorded  14  Hamers  in  one  outing  on  the  Lower  Peninsula.  Bellerby’s  fly-by  counts 
of  Bonaparte’s  Gulls  dropped  from  a  7700  maximum  on  the  17th  to  5250  on  the  26th,  but  this  is  still  his 
highest  count  for  this  late. 

Pitzrick  reports  wild  food  scarce  in  the  Southern  Tier  except  for  abundant  spruce  and  hemlock  cones. 
She  also  found  sumac  plentiful  but  multiflora  rose  hips  picked  clean  and  the  mast  crop  poor.  Along  the  Erie 
Canal  in  Orleans  County  I  observed  sumac  much  picked  over  and  a  few  multiflora  roses  still  with  fruit,  but 
little  else.  —  Gerry  Rising 
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Winter  visitors.  Here  is  a  comparison  with  the  previous  seven  years: 


Species 

1993  Max 

1986-1992 

Comments 

Red-throated  Loon 

none 

1  of  7 

Homed  Grebe 

none 

5  of  7 

King  Eider 

1 

2  of  7 

Harlequin  Duck 

none 

1  of  7 

Rough- legged  Hawk 

2 

6  of  7 

number  of  reports  highest 

Gyrfalcon 

2 

Oof  7 

Purple  Sandpiper 

5 

5  of  7 

average  numbers 

Little  Gull 

6 

7  of  7 

average 

Common  Black-headed  Gull 

none 

2  of  7 

Iceland  Gull 

4 

7  of  7 

equals  high  of  86,  89,  and  90 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

2 

4  of  7 

Glaucous  Gull 

2 

7  of  7 

Black-legged  Kittiwake 

1 

1  of  7 

Snowy  Owl 

3 

6  of  7 

well  down  from  last  year’s  high 

Northern  Hawk  Owl 

none 

Oof  7 

Great  Gray  Owl 

none 

1  of  7 

no  recurrence  of  last  year’s  spectacle 

Long-eared  Owl 

6 

6  of  7 

Short-eared  Owl 

7 

7  of  7 

about  average 

Boreal  Owl 

none 

Oof  7 

Three-toed  Woodpecker 

none 

Oof  7 

Black-backed  Woodpecker 

none 

Oof  7 

Homed  Lark 

270 

7  of  7 

recent  high 

Bohemian  Wax  wing 

none 

1  of  7 

Northern  Shrike 

1 

7  of  7 

4  reports  below  average 

Lapland  Longspur 

16 

5  of  7 

above  average 

Snow  Bunting 

65 

7  of  7 

well  below  average 

Pine  Grosbeak 

none 

3  of  7 

Red  Crossbill 

12 

Oof  7 

White- winged  Crossbill 

none 

3  of  7 

Common  Redpoll 

none 

4  of  7 

Pine  Siskin 

8 

7  of  7 

very  low  numbers 

Evening  Grosbeak 

none 

7  of  7 

a  spectacular  absence 

Despite  the  appearance  of  two  species  on  the  list  not  recently  recorded  in  January,  this  was  clearly  not  a 
year  of  northern  incursions.  In  particular,  where  in  the  world  are  the  Evening  Grosbeaks?  And  what  does 
the  absence  of  these  voracious  feeders  do  to  bird  seed  sales? 

Half-hardies .  Here  again  is  a  comparison  with  the  previous  seven  years: 


Species 
Pied-billed  Grebe 
Great  Blue  Heron 
Black-crowned  Night  Heron 
Wood  Duck 
Blue- winged  Teal 
Northern  Shoveler 
Ring-necked  Duck 
Hooded  Merganser 
Ruddy  Duck 
Red-shouldered  Hawk 
KiUdeer 
Dunlin 

Common  Snipe 
Northern  Saw-whet  Owl 
Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 
Tufted  Titmouse 
Brown  Creeper 


1992  Max 

1986-19 

8 

7  of  7 

50 

6  of  7 

6 

3  of  6 

1 

6  of  7 

none 

1  of  7 

1 

3  of  7 

10 

7  of  7 

8 

7  of  7 

none 

3  of  7 

1 

4  of  7 

none 

2  of  7 

2 

3  of  7 

none 

4  of  7 

1 

3  of  7 

none 

4  of  7 

8  reports 

7  of  7 

1 

5  of  7 

Comments 

recent  high 

average 

average 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification 
according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (B.O.S.  1991)  has 
been  received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area. 


Name  of  Bird 

Jan. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Common  Loon 

3 

1 

Chippawa,  Ont. 

D’Anna  et  al 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

2 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Ewald  et  al 

II 

16 

8 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew,Buck 

D. -crest.  Cormorant 

1,19 

u 

Niagara  Falls 

D'Anna,  Andrle  et  al 

If 

9,31 

3,1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Watson 

It 

16 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

D&D  Suggs 

II 

17 

1 

lower  Niagara  River 

B&R  Ewald 

Great  Blue  Heron 

18,19 

20,20 

Strawberry  Is., Niagara  R. 

Roberson,  Andrle  et  al 

II 

19,24,27 

30,29,10 

Motor  Is.,  Niagara  R. 

Andrle,  Watson,  Hess 

Bl.-cr.  Night-Heron 

1,30 

6,2 

Queenston,  Ont. 

D'Anna,  DiTommaso 

T  undra  Swan 

1 

154 

over  Celeron 

Sundell,  Simmons 

II 

9,12 

2 

Beaver  Is.  S.P. 

Harper,  D'Anna 

Mute  Swan 

1,9 

1 

Fort  Ene,  Ont. 

Harper 

II 

3 

1 

Bertie  Twp.,  Ont. 

D'Anna  et  al 

II 

24 

1 

Bertie  Twp.,  Ont. 

Watson 

II 

31 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

D'Anna,  DiTommaso 

Snow  Goose  (blue  morph)  10,18 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew,  Buck 

II 

18 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

D'Anna,  DiTommaso 

Wood  Duck 

10 

1 

Jamestown 

D'Anna  et  al 

Northern  Pintail 

1 

6 

Navy  Island,  Ont. 

D'Anna,  DiTommaso 

Northern  S hovel er 

18 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

II 

31 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

D'Anna,  DiTommaso 

Gad  wall 

18 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

Redhead 

2,24,27 

44,28,50 

Bertie  Twp., Ont. 

Ewald,  Watson,  Holmes 

II 

3 

9 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Watson 

II 

9 

24 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Watson  et  al 

Ring-neck  Duck 

2 

4 

Buffalo  Harbor 

D'Anna  et  al 

II 

9 

5 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Watson,  Harper 

II 

19 

10 

Niagara  Falls 

Andrle,  Thill 

Greater  Scaup 

16,17,26  500,2000,3000 

Point  Breeze 

Listman 

Lesser  Scaup 

2 

12 

Buffalo  Harbor 

D'Anna  et  al 

King  Eider 

1 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

D&D  Suggs 

O 

II 

3 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

D'Anna,  Collins  et  al 

Black  Scoter 

1 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

D'Anna,  DiTommaso 

White-winged  Scoter 

1 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

D'Anna,  DiTommaso 

II 

Common  Goldeneye 

2 

X 

300 

Point  Breeze,  L.  Ont. 

Listman 

Hooded  Merganser 

23 

1 

Black  Rock  Canal, Bflo. 

Chilton 

Bufflehead 

23 

300 

Barcelona  Harbor 

Sundell 

16 
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Name  of  Bird 

Jan. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Hooded  Merganser 

1-30 

5 

rep.  Niagara  River 

ft 

9 

3 

Point  Breeze 

Listman 

tl 

19 

8 

Niagara  Falls 

Andrle,  Thill 

Common  Merganser 

2 

3500(est.) 

upper  Niagara  River 

Ewald  et  al 

It 

23 

1700 

Barcelona  Harbor 

Sundell 

Bald  Eagle 

7 

1  adult 

Hanover  Twp. 

Moshers 

tt 

27 

1  imm. 

Queenston,Ont. 

Holmes,  O.  Rosche  et  al 

tf 

31 

1  ad.-i-  1  imm. 

Queenston,  Ont. 

B&R  Ewald 

Northern  Harrier 

6 

5 

Porter  Twp. 

Ewald 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

1-29 

11 

reports  throughout  WNY 

Cooper's  Hawk 

2 

1 

East  Otto  T wp. 

Schweigert 

ft 

2-31 

8 

reports  throughout  WNY 

Red-shouldered  Hawk  2 

1 

Otto  Twp. 

Schweigert 

ft 

17 

1 

Wainfleet  Twp.,  Ont. 

DiTommaso,  D'Anna 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

2 

2 

Otto  &  E.  Otto 

Schweigert 

tf 

2-31 

16 

reports  Chaut.  &  Catt.  Cos. 

tt 

4 

1 

Ransomville 

Ewald 

ft 

6 

1 

Wheatfield  Twp. 

Ewald 

Merlin 

5,19,29 

1 

Buffalo 

Schopp,  D'Anna  et  al 

tf 

13,15,29 

1 

Buffalo 

D&D  Suggs 

ft 

30 

1 

Ripley 

Rew 

Peregrine  Falcon 

1 

ladult 

Buffalo  Harbor 

D&D  Suggs 

tf 

2 

1  adult 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Andrle,  D'Anna  et  al 

tt 

3 

1  imm. 

Buffalo  Harbor 

D'Anna  et  al 

tt 

7 

1  imm. 

Tifft  N.P. 

D&D  Suggs 

Gvrfalcon 

1 

1 

Times  Beach,  Buffalo 

D&D  Suggs 

ft 

2 

1 

Woodlawn  Beach 

Andrle  et  al 

ft 

2 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Andrle  et  al 

ft 

2 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

D'Anna,  Potter 

ft 

6 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

DiTommaso 

Purple  Sandpiper 

1,17 

5 

Goat  Island 

D'Anna,  Ewald  et  al 

Dunlin 

1 

2 

Goat  Island 

D'Anna,  DiTommaso 

ft 

17 

2 

Goat  Island 

B&R  Ewald 

Jaeger  species 

1 

1 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

DiTommaso,  D'Anna 

Laughing  Gull 

24 

1 

Queenston,  Ont. 

McRae  et  al 

Little  Gull 

1 

1 

Squaw  Island,  Bflo. 

D&  D  Suggs 

tf 

1-31 

1-3 

Queenston,  Ont. 

Many  observers 

tt 

23,31 

1,1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Chilton 

ft 

31 

1-2 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

D'Anna,  DiTommaso 

Bonaparte's  Gull 

17,26 

7700,5250 

Niag.-on-the-Lake 

Bellerby 

Iceland  Gull 

1,9,24 

4,2,1 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 

D'Anna,Harper,  Watson 

tt 

19 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Andrle,  Thill 

L.  Black-b.  Gull 

1,25 

1,1 

R.  Moses  Power  Plant 

D'Anna  et  al 

tf 

17 

2 

Niagara  Falls 

B&R  Ewald 

tt 

19 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Andrle,  Thill 

Glaucous  Gull 

9 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Harper 

ft 

12 

1 

Beaver  Is.  S.P. 

D'Anna 

tt 

17 

1 

lower  Niagara  River 

B&R  Ewald 

tt 

23,31 

2,1 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

Chilton 

ft 

27 

1 

Celeron 

Sundell 

Black-leg.  Kittiwake 

30 

1 

Queenston,  Ont. 

DiTommaso 

Snowy  Owl 

1,2 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

D'Anna,  Ewald  et  al 
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Name  of  Bird 

Jan. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Snowy  Owl 

2-9 

1-3 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Many  observers 

Long-eared  Owl 

3,23,26 

3-6 

Porter  Twp. 

D'Anna.EwaldJRoberson 

Short-eared  Owl 

3,6 

3,7 

Porter  Twp. 

Ewald 

ft 

16 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

D&D  Suggs 

It 

17 

1 

Wainfleet  Twp.,  Ont. 

Cunningham 

Nor.  Saw-whet  Owl 

3,23 

1 

Porter  T  wp. 

D'Anna,  Ewald  et  al 

Red- headed  Wdpkr. 

9 

3 

Lakeside  Beach  S.P. 

DAnna  et  al 

Red-bellied  Wdpkr. 

6-31 

5 

reports  Niag.  &  Erie  Cos. 

Horned  Lark 

8 

125 

Yates  Twp. 

Listman 

E.  a.  alpestris 

16 

270 

Yates  Twp. 

DAnna  et  al 

Tuft  Titmouse 

1-31 

8 

reports  throughout  WNY 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

2-26 

1-9 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

Carolina  Wren 

1-31 

6 

reports  throughout  WNY 

Winter  Wren 

2 

1 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

If 

7 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

II 

18,19 

1 

Times  Beach,  Bflo 

D&D  Suggs, D'Anna  et  al 

Eastern  Bluebird 

3 

6 

Gasline,  Ont. 

Andrle  et  al 

If 

3 

2 

Bethel,  Ont. 

Andrle  et  al 

II 

22 

1 

Wainfleet  Twp.,  Ont. 

Cunningham 

II 

23 

7 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

II 

26 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Hermit  Thrush 

16 

1 

Queenston,  Ont. 

Potter  et  al 

American  Robin 

24 

230 

Jos.  Davis  S.P. 

DAnna 

Northern  Mockingbird 

2 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

ll 

16 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

DAnna 

Cedar  Waxwing 

16 

150 

Somerset  to  Olcott 

D&D  Suggs 

Northern  Shrike 

10 

1 

Porter  Twp. 

B&R  Ewald 

II 

17 

1 

Wainfleet  Twp., Ont. 

Cunningham 

II 

23 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks  et  al 

II 

31 

1 

Otto  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Yellow-r.  Warbler 

18 

3 

Lake  Erie  S.P. 

DAnna,  DiTommaso 

II 

18 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

DAnna,  DiTommaso 

Northern  Cardinal 

9 

20 

Somerset  Twp. 

DAnna  et  al 

Rufous-s.  Towhee 

1,16 

1 

Queenston,  Ont. 

Rew,  DAnna  et  al 

II 

15,16 

1 

Pomfret  Twp.  (f) 

Moshers 

If 

16 

1 

Sheridan  Twp. 

Rew,  Buck 

Amer.  Tree  Sparrow 

16 

250 

L.  Ontario  Plain 

DAnna  et  al 

Chipping  Sparrow 

1,5 

1 

Pomfret  Twp.  (f) 

Moshers 

ll 

2 

1 

East  Aurora(f) 

Holmes,  M&S  Ruhl 

It 

8 

1 

East  Aurora(f) 

DAnna,  DiTommaso, 
M&S  Ruhl 

Field  Sparrow 

1-30 

1 

East  Aurora(f) 

Holmes  et  al 

Savannah  Sparrow 

9 

1 

Lewiston  Twp. 

D  i  T  omm  as  o  >D '  A  nna  ,E  vv  al  d 

Song  Sparrow 

21 

6 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Swamp  Sparrow 

1-31 

1-2 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

9 

1 

Lewiston  Twp. 

DAnna  et  al 

Lapland  Longspur 

8 

2 

Yates  Twp. 

Listman 

ll 

16 

16 

Yates  Twp. 

DAnna  et  al 

Snow  Bunting 

4 

65 

Charlotte  Twp. 

Budniewski 

ll 

16 

10 

Olcott 

D&D  Suggs 

II 

20 

30 

Port  Colborne,  Ont. 

Cunningham, Farnan 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

3 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 
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Name  of  Bird 

Jan. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

9 

7 

Y ates  T wp. 

D'Anna  et  al 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

12 

1 

Sheridan  Twp. 

Budniewski 

Rusty  Blackbird 

31 

2 

Wainfleet  Twp. 

Watson 

Brown -headed  Cow  bird 

12,16 

1?  O 

Tonawanda  Twp.(f) 

Hess 

ft 

14,15 

1 

Niagara  Falls(f) 

Roberson 

ft 

25 

2 

Alden 

Wolfling 

Purple  Finch 

2-30 

1-15 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

ff 

2-31 

7 

Great  Valley  Twp. 

Schweigert 

ft 

6-31 

5 

other  rep.  Southern  Tier 

Red  Crossbill 

12,20 

2,1 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

ft 

23 

12 

Phillips  Creek  S.F. 

D'Anna  et  al 

ff 

24 

9 

Phillips  Creek  S.F. 

Brooks 

Pine  Siskin 

14 

8 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

ft 

23 

2 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks  et  al 

American  Goldfinch 

8-31 

35-140 

Wales  Twp.(f) 

O.  Rosche 

ff 

11 

26 

Scio 

Pitzrick 

ff 

11 

22 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

ff 

17 

21 

Eggertsville(f) 

D&D  Suggs 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  .  117 

Total  for  year . 117 


Other  species  recorded  in  January:  Canada  Goose,  Am.  Black  Duck,  Mallard,  Am.  Wigeon, 
Canvasback,  Oldsquavv,  C.  Goldeneye,  Red-br.  Merganser,  Red-tailed  Hawk,  Am.  Kestrel,  Ring¬ 
necked  Pheasant,  Ruffed  Grouse,  Wild  Turkey,  Am.  Coot,  Ring-billed  Gull,  Herring  Gull,  Gr.  Bl.- 
backed  Gull,  Rock  Dove,  Mourning  Dove,  E.  Screech-Owl,  Great  Horned  Owl,  Barred  Owl,  Belted 
Kingfisher,  downy  Woodpecker,  Hairy  Woodpecker,  Northern  Flicker,  Pileated  Woodpecker,  Horned 
Lark  (E.a.praticola)  Blue  Jay,  American  Crow,  Bl. -capped  Chickadee,  White- breasted  Nuthatch,  Brown 
Creeper,  Golden-cr.  Kinglet,  European  Starling,  White-throated  Sparrow,  Dark-eyed  Junco,  House 

Finch,  House  Sparrow. 

ADDENDA 


Name  of  Bird 

Date 

1992 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Mew  Gull 

Nov.  29 

1 

Queenston,  Ont-Lewiston,NY 

Knapton  et  al 

Mew  Gull 

Dec  4 

1 

Queenston,  Ont-Lewiston,  NY 

Wormington 

California  Gull 

Dec  4 

1 

Queenston,  Ont-Lewiston,  NY 

Wormington 

vj>  vjx 


A  Tribute  to  Harold  Axtell 

Foreword  by  Bill  Burch 

It  is  fitting  to  preserve  in  print  some  of  those  memories  of  Harold  Axtell  that  are  treasured  by  his  friends.  One 
request  for  essays  was  made  to  those  gathered  after  the  memorial  service  and  the  response  was  enthusiastic. 
Altogether  some  15  persons  have  contributed  to  the  collection  presented  herein.  We  particularly  appreciate  hearing 
from  those  who  knew  Harold  outside  the  scope  of  our  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

The  first  article— excerpts  from  cards  to  Harold— was  placed  first  because  it  so  expressively  conveys  what 
Harold  meant  to  so  many  people. 

Another  essay— almost  lyrical  in  its  appreciation  of  Harold— was  placed  at  the  end  as  a  most  fitting  conclusion. 
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Harold  Axtell 

On  a  Sunny  Day  at  Niagara  Falls  —  February  1983 


(Photo  W.  Burch) 
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Cards  to  Harold  During  His  Illness 

Compiled  by  Fran  Rew 

Many  of  Harold’s  friends  and  acquaintances  responded  with  cards  and  letter  to  the  notice  in  Winging  It  telling 
of  Harold’s  illness.  Thanks  are  due  Peter  Dunne,  Harold’s  good  friend  who  arranged  for  the  notice  to  appear  and 
the  “blizzard”  of  cards  that  followed.  The  cards  and  letters  were  read  to  Harold  a  number  of  times  by  Ernie 
Reinhardt,  Mary  Ellen  Hebb,  and  Fran  Rew.  Almost  to  the  end  he  recognized  many  of  the  names  and  seemed  to 
remember  the  incidents  mentioned,  often  chuckling  in  his  inimitable  way. 

The  cards  came  from  a  dozen  states,  three  Canadian  provinces,  England,  and  Australia.  Quotes  from  some  of 
the  cards  and  letters  are  set  forth  below: 

“It  has  been  35  years  since  you  taught  me  the  second  song  of  the  Chestnut-sided  Warbler,  out  on 
the  Echo  trail  in  northern  Minnesota.” 

“I  don’t  believe  that  you  know  me,  but  I  well  remember  your  from  Point  Pelee  and  Grimsby.  I 
would  try  to  stand  within  earshot  of  you  to  pick  up  the  birding  tips  that  you  freely  gave  to  all.” 

“Cape  May  in  the  fall  would  not  be  quite  the  same  without  you.” 

“I  met  you  in  Feb.,  1983  when  you  graciously  took  the  time  to  talk  with  two  young  birders  as 
we  all  stood  shivering  at  Niagara  Falls  (discussing)  Iceland  and  Thayer’s  Gulls  and  their 
problems.” 

“(You  are)... one  of  the  great  ornithologists  of  North  America.  Remember  in  about  1960-61  you 
drove  to  my  grandfather’s  farm  near  Hamilton  (Ontario)  to  hear  that  strange-sounding  Savannah 
Sparrow.” 

“I  thought  of  you  about  a  week  ago.  As  I  now  live  on  the  Coast,  I  thought  I  might  try  measuring 
gull  wingbeats  per  minute  as  you  did  with  terns.” 

“You  were  the  first  professional  ornithologist  with  whom  I  had  real  contact  and  that  experience 
opened  my  eyes  to  the  possibility  that  one  might  actually  be  able  to  make  a  living  doing  what  I  loved 
so  passionately.  And  so  it  turned  out.” 

“Knowing  you  made  my  life  better.” 

The  days  when  you  taught  me  to  identify  fall  warblers  in  the  abandoned  amusement  park  at  Erie 
Beach  some  40  years  ago  are  priceless.” 

“We  are  two  of  the  hundreds  of  people  you  have  informed  and  delighted  with  your  knowledge  of 
birds.” 

“You  are  always  so  cheerful  and  knowledgeable... Thanks  for  all  you  have  meant  to  me;  it  is 
more  than  you  can  realize.” 

“I  recall  meeting  you  one  afternoon  in  the  70’s  at  Hawk  Mountain  and  several  times  at  Cape 
May.  You  have  a  Bausch  &  Lomb  turret  scope  and  I  recall  watching  a  Merlin  through  it.  It  was  near 
Lighthouse  Pond  and  the  40  power  really  pulled  the  Merlin  in.” 

‘Thanks  for  all  the  birding  memories.” 

“We  never  really  met,  but  we’ve  birded  along  the  Niagara  River  with  you  so  that  it  seems  as 
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though  we  knew  you.” 

“I  still  recall  your  tract  Birders  Make  Too  Many  Mistakes  and  wish  I  could  find  a  copy  for  the 
current  generation.  ” 

“I  don’t  know  if  you’ll  remember  me  but  we  met  in  Arizona’s  Chiricahua  Mtns.  about  5  years 
ago.  I  well  remember  several  long  conversations  about  birds.” 

“You  probably  won’t  remember  me  but  we  met  one  evening  in  May,  1985  in  the  Falcon  Dam 
(Texas)  campground.  The  next  day  we  birded  in  the  area  together  and  I  was  impressed  at  how  you 
could  count  the  wingbeats  of  Olivaceous  Cormorants.” 

“It  has  been  15  years  since  we  travelled  together  to  Attu...a  trip,  and  people  that  are 
unforgettable.  I  learned  many  things  listening  to  you  during  those  weeks  and  am  still  found, 
stopwatch  in  hand,  counting  beats  as  some  bird  flies  by... You  are  a  pioneer,  a  great  ornithologist 
and  an  inspiring  teacher.  I ”11  see  you  down  the  trail.” 

The  thoughts  and  sentiments  expressed  in  these  quotes  reveal  a  great  deal  about  Harold  Axtell  as  a  man  and  as  a 
birder.  He  inspired  young  men  to  pursue  their  love  of  birding  to  professional  levels;  he  encouraged  the  novice  and 
enlightened  the  expert;  and  to  all  he  gave  generously  and  graciously  of  his  time  and  seemingly  infinite  knowledge. 
He  was  modest  and  unassuming  about  his  accomplishments,  never  exalting  himself  or  putting  another  down.  A 
non-competitive  birder,  he  felt  no  pressure  to  call  a  rare  bird  first.  In  fact,  often  after  a  group  had  announced  the 
identification  of  a  bird,  Harold  would  continue  looking  and  studying  and  finally  would  say  “Yes”  or  at  times 
“Perhaps  you  should  look  at  this  bird  again.”  I  never  heard  him  say  “You’re  wrong”  to  anyone  but  I  felt  for  any 
person  to  whom  he  asked  “What  details  did  you  observe  on  the  bird  that  made  you  call  it  a _ ?” 

To  have  known  Harold  Axtell  for  over  forty  years,  to  have  been  his  student  in  classes  covering  everything  from 
Bird  Song  to  Herpetology,  to  have  enjoyed  his  companionship  in  the  field  and  to  have  had  his  loyal  friendship  for 
so  many  years,  has  truly  been  a  privilege. 

There  will  never  be  another  Harold,  but  we  can  hope  that  some  of  his  wisdom,  his  kindness,  his  philosophy, 
his  humor  and  his  good  will  which  he  gave  us  so  unselfishly  will  remain  with  us  and  continue  to  enrich  our  lives 
and  our  birding. 

Fran  Rew  is  a  long-time  birder 
and  a  BOS  Statistician. 


THE  MEMORIAL  SERVICE 

The  memorial  service  for  Harold  was  held  in  the  Unitarian  Universalist  Church  of  Buffalo,  October 
30,  1992.  The  Minister  was  Reverend  Daniel  E.  Budd.  The  following  is  the  opening  portion  f  the 
service. 

Life  is  a  narrow  vale  between  the  sunlit  peaks  of  two  eternities. 

We  strive  in  vain  to  look  beyond  the  heights. 

Then  comes  death,  enticing  us  to  leave  our  native  place, 
and  following  the  blazed  trail  of  hope  left  by  past  travellers 
of  the  rocky  steep; 

we  climb  with  courage  the  western  slope 
to  challenge  the  Mystery  of  the  setting  sun. 

In  the  night  of  death 
hope/sees  a  star, 
and  listening, 

love/can  hear  the  rustle  of  a  wing.  —  Robert  Ingersol  (adapted) 
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We  meet  here  in  recognition  of  the  death  and  in  remembrance  of  the  Life  of  Harold  Axtell. 

We  would  use  this  time  to  gather  in  memory  and  reflection  the  life  shared  with  him,  not  only  in  honor 
and  in  tribute  to  Harold,  but  also  to  the  deeper  meaning  of  Life  and  Love:  to  the  value  of  Life  in  its 
infinite  continuity,  and  of  Love  in  its  enduring  significance. 

We  would  speak  the  words  that  are  his  name,  words  that  evoke  his  spirit,  we  would  bring  from  the 
depths  of  memory,  each  in  our  own  way,  a  remembering  of  the  past. 

Supremely  beautiful  upon  the  rolling  earth 
Arose  the  fragile  palace  of  a  human  life, 

Made  of  memories  inwrought  with  memories, 

Rising  as  on  a  summer  day,  a  summer  cloud. 

A  little  while  it  made  our  world  more  fair. 

Tomorrow  will  find  it  not; 

Even  today  it  is  not. 

Blessed  are  beautiful  memories, 

And  blessed  are  they  that  remember  the  beautiful. 

Even  though  they  mourn. 

Blessed  are  they  that  remember. 

(source  unknown) 


A  BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCH  OF  HAROLD  AXTELL 

Here  is  a  man  (born  in  1904)-who  came  into  the  lives  of  most  of  us  at  the  age  of  43.  He  was  tall  and 
slim,  and  he  had  twinkling  blue  eyes  and  a  puckish  grin.  As  some  product  of  his  heredity  and  environment  he 
possessed  an  extraordinarily  retentive  memory  and  a  keen  mind.  He  was  always  eager  to  learn  whatever  people 
cared  to  share  and  in  turn,  to  offer  them  the  benefit  of  his  vast  knowledge. 

An  achiever  like  Harold  must  have  a  sharp  focus  on  his  goals  and  a  relentless  pursuit  of  them.  As  a  small 
boy  he  might  have  been  considered  stubborn;  this  was  a  trait  which  his  parents  dealt  with  in  the  way  t  hey  thought 
best.  They  didn't  spare  the  rod,  Harold  relates,  and  he  felt  safe  only  when  away  from  them.  The  places  where 
Harold  found  sanctuary  were  the  woods  and  fields  around  his  home  in  Cortland,  New  York.  His  precocial 
interest  focused  on  the  birds. 

Harold  told  his  friend  Robert  Wagner  that  his  interest  in  nature  traced  to  the  years  before  he  was  five, 
days  when  -  in  defiance  of  parental  orders  -  he  wandered  into  woods  behind  his  home  in  Tuxedo,  New  York  (his 
birthplace),  to  look  for  rattlesnakes  and  copperheads. 

To  his  parents  credit  we  believe  they  recognized  his  musical  talent  and  they  most  likely  gave  him  the 
benefit  of  piano  lessons.  In  time  he  also  learned  to  play  the  saxophone,  banjo  and  slide  trombone,  he  said  that  in 
the  dance  band  they  were  often  lacking  a  trombonist  so  he  took  it  up.  That  became  his  preferred  instrument. 

After  finishing  high  school  Harold  was  sent  to  Colgate,  a  central  N.Y.  university  about  50  miles  east  of 
Cortland.  He  said  he  detested  Colgate,  and  he  stayed  there  two  years  or  less.  But  he  did  continue  his  music 
training  there  and  was  a  member  of  the  dance  band. 

He  went  into  the  music  field  at  the  age  of  19  or  20.  From  1923  to  1935  he  toured  with  dance  bands, 
including  the  Isle  of  Blues,  and  played  the  trombone  in  many  U.S.  cities  as  well  as  in  the  orchestra  on  the  Cunard 
Line,  and  in  London  and  Paris. 

This  was  the  age  of  Prohibition  1920-33),  and  Harold  relished  his  contact  with  the  world  of  speakeasies 
and  bootleggers.  On  one  occasion  when  he  was  playing  in  St.  Louis  there  was  a  gangland  slaying.  The  next 
evening  during  a  lull  in  the  music  Harold  struck  up  a  conversation  with  a  rough-looking  customer  who 
occasionally  dropped  in  to  this  saloon.  Harold  was  making  conversation  about  the  slaying  when  the  bartender, 
upon  noticing  this,  began  making  frantic  hand  signals  which  Harold  chose  to  ignore.  Harold  was  reasonably  sure 
this  was  the  hit  man  and  he  was  enjoying  baiting  him  a  bit.  Although  this  man  remained  tight-lipped,  Harold 
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found  that  underworld  figures,  once  they  learned  to  trust  Harold,  seemed  to  enjoy  recounting  their  activities  to 
him. 

As  a  footnote  to  this  Harold  commented  that  in  those  early  days  of  expensive  liquor  and  impoverished  musicians 
the  waiters  would  collect  all  the  unused  drinks  from-the  tables  and  set  them  before  the  band  members  for  their 
eager  consumption. 

Eventually  some  yearning  drew  him  back  to  his  interest  in  nature  so  in  1935  he  abruptly  gave  up  the  dance 
work,  returned  to  New  York  State  and  went  to  work  at  the  Cornell  Laboratory  of  Ornithology.  He  was  31  years 
old. 

(The  following  anecdote  is  from  Peter  Dunne's  essay  on  Axtell  in  The  Bird  Watcher's  Digest  of  March/April 
1988.) 


"Under  the  guidance  of  Professor  Arthur  Allen,,  the  laboratory  was  becoming  a  beacon  of 
progressive  light  in  what  seems  today  to  be  the  ornithological  dark  ages.  Though  not  a  student  , 
yet,  Harold  soon  became  the  laboratory's  whiz  kid.  Professor  Jim  Tonner  (who  wrote  the  classic 
work  on  the  ivory-billed  woodpecker)  once  introduced  Harold  to  a  group  of  Cornell  graduate 
students  as  a,  person  who  did  more  field  work  than  all  of  them  combined. 

"Harold’s  legendary  talents  were  put  to  the  test  one  day  by  a  formidable  triumvirate  consisting 
of  Dr.  P.P.  Kellogg,  Albert  Brand  and  Dr.  Allen  himself.  Harold  inopportunely  passed  the 
director's  door  while  the  three  labored  in  furious  debate.  Catching  sight  of  his  young  protege,  Dr. 
Kellogg 

pulled  Harold  into  the  squabble,  insisting  loudly,  that  "my  boy  Harold  can  do  it!"  What  they 
wanted  Harold  tb  do  was  to  listen  to  a  shipping  sparrow's  song  and  count  the  notes.  (In  case 
you've  never  heard  a  chipping  sparrow,  it  sounds  like  a  roulette  wheel  constructed  from  bamboo 
and  bottle-caps.)  Albert  Brand  was  adamant:  "Nobody  can  count  that  fast."  Arthur  Allen  was 
likewise  skeptical. 

"The  three  redoubtable  ornithologists  watched  as  Harold  listened  to  the  recorded  segment  of 
song.  "Is  it  fair,"  he  asked,  "to  hear  it,  again?"  After  more  debate  it  was  decided  that  it  was  all 
right  to  hear  the  snatch  of  song  a  second  time.  "Yes."  Harold  said  after  hearing  it  again,  "that's 
what  I  thought.  There  are  about  22  notes."  Actually,,  when  the  tape  was  played  at  a  slower  speed, 
there  were  found  to  be  exactly  22  notes.  Dr.  Kellogg  had  guessed  16;  Dr.  Allen  12.  Albert  Brand 
had  suggested  8. 

"What  was  Harold’s  secret?  Held  counted  in  multiples  of  four.  The  first  time  he  listened  to  the 
tape  he  established  the  rhythm.  The  second  time  he  counted  the  notes  in  groups.  "But  any 
accomplished  musician  could  do  it."  he  explained. 

In  1940  Harold  became  a  student  at  Cornell.  He  quickly  finished  his  BA  degree  and  enrolled  in  the 
ornithology  program  where  he  'graduated  with  a  PhD  in  vertebrate  zoology  in  1947. 

The  other  big  event  of  1940  for  Harold  was  that  he  married  Rachel  Comman.  He  had  known  Rachel  from 
the  days  when  she  was  one  of  several  girls  from  Cortland  Normal  School  who  boarded  with  his  mother.  Axtell 
admired  Rachel  because  "she  was  the  quietest  of  the  girls".  Rachel  became  a  kindergarten  teacher,  then  married 
and  had  one  daughter,  but  her  husband  died  at  an  early  age.  She  was  teaching  in  Ithaca  when  Harold  wa-s  there  at 
Cornell.  The  two  had  similar  philosophies  and  goals  and  they  got  along  very  well.  For  their  honeymoon  they 
hitch-hiked  to  Florida  and  made  a  great  adventure  of  it. 

Upon  graduation  Harold  came  to  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  as  curator  of  Vertebrate  Zoology. 
Although  ornithology  was  his  main  interest,  Dr.  Axtell  was  probably  the  best  field  naturalist  in  this  area,  equally 
knowledgeable  about  mammals,  reptiles,  fish  and  amphibians.  He  taught  classes  and  led  field  trips  which 
hundreds  and  hundreds  of  persons  remember  with  fondness. 

Axtell,  who  was  elected  to  the  American  Ornithologists  Union,  also  was  an  elected  fellow  of  the  Buffalo 
Ornithological  Society,  and  a  member  of  the  American  Birding  Association,  Federation  of  New  York  State  Bird, 
Clubs,  Cape  May  Bird  Observatory,  Cornell  Laboratory  of  Ornithology,  National  Audubon  Society,  Wilson 
Ornithological  Society,  and  the  American  Society  of  Ichthyologists  and  Herpetologists. 

He  retired  from  the  Museum  in  1969  at  the  age  of  65.  At  the  same  time,  Rachel  retired  from  her  teaching 
job  in  Depew,  NY.  They  had  been  living  in  their  home  at  the  west  edge  of  Fort  Erie,  Ontario,  since  1960.  Now 
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they  could  devote  more  time  to  making  the  five-acre  plot  the  fine  bird  sanctuary  that  it  now  is. 

Rachel  died  in  1980  at  the  age  of  78.  Her  obituary  noted  that  she  was  a  devoted  birder  and  botanist 
whose  field  work  has  become  part  of  the  collection  of  the  Science  Museum  and  the  Cornell  University  Museum. 
She,  like  Harold,  was  a  member  of  the  American  Humanist  Association. 

Harold  was  fully  alert  and  active  until,  in  his  final  year,  he  suddenly  fell  prey  to  Alzheimer's  disease.  The 
diagnosis  was  confirmed  after  his  death  since  the  short  duration  was  highly  unusual.  Confined  to  a  wheelchair 
and  bed  he  seemed  comfortable  and  in  no  pain.  As  he  lost  his  voice  his  visitors  kidded  him  that  they  now  had  a 
chance  to  talk.  He  smiled  at  this.  He  died  October  24,  1992  at  the  age  of  88.  Rachel,  and  now  Harold,  are  buned 
in  Forest  Lawn  Cemetery  in  Buffalo  on  a  hillside  overlooking  little  Mirror  Lake.  In  the  spring,  the  dogwood  on 
the  hill  and  the  flowering  cherry  trees  around  the  lake  become  a  favorite  spot  for  warblers  and  for  birders  seeking 
them,  It  was  not  by  chance  that  Harold  picked  that  site. 


HAROLD  AXTELL 

Winston  William  Brockner 

Appropriately,  I  well  remember  Doctor  Harold  Axtell,  mainly  from  his  association  and  membership  in  the 
Buffalo  Ornithological  Society.  The  very  first  week  he  started  working  at  the  Museum,  we  invited  him  to  dinner  at 
our  home.  Sensing  the  hot  possibility  of  signing  up  a  new  member  for  the  BOS,  I  extolled  the  merits  of  our  club. 
Harold  was  ahead  of  us  and  in  his  inimitable  thought  processes,  announced  that  he  would  be  at  the  next  meeting 
and  would  join  the  club.  Which  he  did. 

As  many  people  and  organizations  found  out,  Harold  Axtell  was  not  a  joiner,  a  fact  he  explained  to  me  in  a  long 
dissertation  that  lasted  nearly  an  hour.  As  far  as  I  know,  Harold  never  accepted  officer  positions  in  any  club  that 
he  belonged  to,  locally  or  nationally.  He  and  Rachel  enjoyed  the  BOS  immensely  and  he  had  a  strong  feeling  for 
the  club  and  all  his  fellow  members.  In  many  respects,  to  our  credit,  I  like  to  feel  that  this  was  his  favorite  group. 
He  also  had  a  deep  and  abiding  interest  and  love  for  Hawk  Mountain.  He  was  a  strong  supporter  of  the  Federation 
of  New  York  State  Bird  Clubs,  and  he  and  Rachel  attended  many  meetings. 

As  a  professional,  he  was  foremost  a  field  man,  one  of  the  very  best  I  have  ever  met.  He  was  a  tribute  to  the 
programming  of  a  planned  life;  he  knew  exactly  what  he  wanted  and  allowed  nothing  to  interfere.  A  monument  to 
the  powers  of  concentration.  His  needs  were  minimal,  yet  to  know  him,  was  to  know  a  man  who  enjoyed  life  to 
the  fullest,  especially  when  birding  and  the  ever-understanding  Rachel  was  at  his  side. 

Axtell,  while  at  Cornell,  was  involved  in  the  early  days  of  bird-recording.  On  Cornell  expeditions  to  the 
Adirondacks,  he  worked  with  Brand,  Allen  and  Kellogg.  With  a  musical  background,  it  was  only  natural  that  he 
carried  an  interest  in  bird  songs  through  the  rest  of  his  life.  Thus,  he  was  ever  on  the  alert  for  variations  in  bird 
songs.  He  was  especially  interested  in  the  calls  of  the  White- throated  Sparrow,  and  this  lead  to  an  amazing 
incident  years  later. 

The  BOS  invited  Bill  Gunn  and  Jim  Baillie,  from  Toronto,  to  present  a  program  to  us.  It  was  held  in  the  old 
Popular  Library  and  Reading  Room  of  the  Museum.  Doctor  Gunn  presented  tape  recordings  of  birds  in  Algonquin 
Park,  An  interesting  series  of  White-throated  Sparrow  songs  was  being  played.  Harold  Axtell  interjected  and 
asked  Bill  Gunn,  if  the  last  recording  was  made  at  a  certain  Mile  Post  Number.  Bill  was  stunned,  and  replied, 
"Harold,  you  are  quite  right!"  What  an  ear. 

Harold  had  quite  a  sense  of  humor.  However,  his  reactions  to  certain  situations,  while  deadly  serious  to  him, 
filled  the  observer  with  great  mirth  and  laughter.  On  one  memorable  field  trip,  we  all  observed  a  skunk  in  a  field, 
apparently  busy  feeding.  At  the  same  time  Harold  found  an  egg  on  the  ground.  Ever  the  scientist,  could  he  induce 
the  skunk  to  eat  the  egg?  Harold  immediately  proceeded  into  the  field,  egg  in  hand.  He  slowly  approached  it 
skunk.  When  a  couple  of  yards  away,  he  slowly  extended  his  hand  out  with  the  egg.  Ever  so  slowly  he  inched 
on.  We  all  stood  paralyzed,  binoculars  on  Harold  and  the  skunk.  Eventually,  he  nearly  could  touch  the  animal. 
We  barely  could  breath.  EVER  so  tenderly,  Harold  bent  down  before  the  unconcerned  skunk  and  placed  the  egg 
on  the  ground  before  it.  Then  even  more  slowly,  he  straightened  up  and  backed  away  to  us.  He  radiated  joy  over 
his  scientific  mission.  We  all  were  limp,  and  yet  the  gross  humor  of  the  event  has  me  chortling  to  this  day.  Can 
you  imagine  how  that  could  have  turned  out?  At  least  Harold  was  driving  his  own  car. 

With  Rachel's  tender  support,  Harold  decided  to  buy  a  new  car.  Many  months  later,  we  were  discussing  the 
car's  performance  and  the  Axtell's  great  satisfaction  with  it.  I  casually  asked  him  about  gas  consumption  and  oil 
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usage.  I  was  surprised  when  Harold  replied,  "Does  a  new  car  need  oil?"  Hmmm,  was  he  kidding? 

One  of  the  personalities  I  missed  when  I  left  Western  New  York,  was  Harold  Axtell.  After  BOS  meetings  and 
we  were  ushered  out  of  the  Museum,  we  headed  for  the  parking  lot  and  our  cars.  At  first,  I  would  linger  with 
others  in  deep  discussions  with  Harold  After  about  an  hour  some  had  drifted  away,  and  the  remaining  few  had  the 
same  thoughts  in  their  minds.  However,  Harold  was  just  starting  to  warm  up,  and  would  seriously  suggest 
toward  midnight  that  we  continue  the  discussion  in  some  coffee  shop.  Well,  I  did  that  a  couple  of  times,  but  I 
quickly  became  educated  after  we  were  kicked  out  of  several  shops  past  2  a.m.  in  the  morning! 

Harold,  birders  across  America  miss  you! 


Winston  William  Brockner  was  a  long-time  Buffalo  resident.  His 
wife  Sylvia  was  associate  with  the  Museum  of  Science.  They  now 
live  in  Evergreen,  Colorado.  Winston’s  ABA  life  list  is  well  past  700  species. 

(Editor’s  note:  Regarding  the  innocence  about  engine  oil;  if  Harold  had  a  weakness  it  concerned  things 
mechanical.  Tripods  failed  from  loose  screws  or  lack  of  grease,  and  lenses  became  dull.  His  trinovids  were 
declared  by  Leitz  as  no  longer  repairable,  so  in  his  last  years  he  carried  a  pair  of  rock-solid  old  Bushnell  10x50’s. 
But  this  trait  was  a  chance  for  us  tinkerers  to  give  him  a  helping  hand.) 


A  TRIP  WITH  HAROLD 

-Robert  Andrle 

As  Harold  AxtelTs  friend  and  colleague  I  had  many  opportunities  to  learn  what  a  remarkable  man  he  was. 
I  think  that  two  of  the  most  lasting  impressions  I  gained  from  this  close  association  were  Harold’s  equanimity  and 
his  fairness  toward  others.  Whether  it  was  conversing  with  fellow  birders,  a  discussion  of  some  biological  topic 
involving  mutual  friends  or  professional  colleagues  or  evaluating  reports  of  bird  sightings  for  the  Buffalo 
Ornithological  Society's  Verification  System,  Harold  remained  calm  and  objective,,  retaining  his  composure  under 
all  circumstances. 

I  shall  not  forget  his  infectious  excitement  and  enjoyment  as  we  traveled  by  vehicle  into  Mexico  in  1960 
about  150  miles  south  of  the  U.S.  border,  with  birds,,  other  animals  and  plants  new  to  him  appearing  on  all  sides. 
It  was  difficult  to  persuade  him  to  keep  to  our  planned  schedule  by  reminding  him  that  all  these  animals  and  plants 
and  much  more  besides  awaited  us  farther  south. 

In  Veracruz  I  recall  with  amusement,  as  we  set  out  for  Volcan  San  Martin.,  Harold’s  first  horseback  ride 
and  his  successful  attempts  to  control  his  mount,  the  most  docile  one  that  we  could  find.  He  also  succeeded  in 
avoiding  being  rubbed  off  the  saddle  against  one  of  the  giant  trees  as  we  ascended  the  steep,  narrow,  winding  trail 
to  our  camping  place. 

I  shall  always  remember  the-pleasure  Harold  and  I  had  to  awaken  the  following  morning  in  that 
magnificent  tropical  mountain  forest  with  the  roars  of  Howler  Monkeys  and  the  great  dawn  chorus  of  tinamous, 
forest-falcons  woodcreepers,  wood-wrens  and  many  other  birds.  But  I  especially  remember  Harold’s  excitement 
at  the  incomparable  flute-like  melodies  of  the  dozen  or  so  Slate-colored  Solitaires  singing,  all  about  us.  I  know 
that  his  enjoyment  of  these  thrushes'  songs  was  made  even  more  pleasurable  by  his  acute  hearing  and  musical 
training. 

Finally,  it  was  an  uplifting  feeling,  whose  memory  has  remained  with  me  to  this  day,  when  we  reached 
the  highest  point  on  the  volcano  and  gazed  out  over  that  tremendous  crater  covered  by  beautiful  elfin  and  cloud 
forest,  with  the  great  cloud  rolls  advancing  from  the  distant  Gulf  of  Mexico.  To  share  this  .with  a  true  friend  so 
attuned  to  natural  things,  as  Harold  surely  was,  made  this  moment  all  the  more  satisfying.  My  thoughts  are  often 
with  him. 

Dr.  Robert  Andrle  is  an  ornithologist,  a  former  Curator  at  the 
Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  and  a  leader  of  bir ding  tours. 
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A  STAR  FOR  HAROLD 

—  Ernie  Reinhart 

A  star  has  been  named  after  Harold  Axtell,  and  the  name  will  be  retained  forever.  The  star  is  in  the 
constellation  Ophiuchus.  This  is  between  the  constellations  Hercules  and  Scorpius  The  name,  pronounced  ah-fee- 
you-kus  translates  as  "the  serpent  bearer”,  very  appropriate  for  a  herpetologist..  The  Harold  Axtell  star  is  located 
at  Right  Ascension  17  hours,  31  minutes,  59.58  seconds  and  Declination  0  degrees,  47  minutes,,  24.72  seconds; 
It  ha-s  a  magnitude  of  10.3  and  should  be  visible  in  the  summer  sky  with  a.  spotting  scope  once  the  location  has 
been  determined. 

It  is  my  hope  that  this  star-  will  help  keep  alive  the  memory  of  Harold  and  his  philosophy  of  "deriving 
your  happiness  by  contributing  to  the  long-range  happiness  of  other  people."  This  star  will  help  me  remember 
Harold  this  way: 

Harold  was  a  monument  to  human  dignity  on  his  brightest  and  darkest  days.  Harold  was  a  symbol  of 
intellectual  freedom,  honesty  and  courage,  Verifiable  truth,  beauty  and  goodness  were  his  highest  priorities.  His 
uniqueness  made  him  a  conspicuous  figure,  patient,  persevering,  lovable,  sensitive,  a  strong  character,  and  a 
thoroughly  honest  man, 

Harold  has  touched  us  all  in  many  and  different  ways  and  in  doing  so  has  enriched  our  lives.  I  am 
proposing  that  we  create  our  own  remembrance  day  where  we  can,  by  ourselves  or  with  friends,  raise  our 
telescopes  to  the  sky,  find  his  star,  and  celebrate  life  and  Harold  Axtell  together. 

Ernie  Reinhart  was  a  birding  friend,  caretaker  during  his 

illness,  and  executor  of  Harold  estate. 

A  BIT  OF  HAROLD’S  CREED 

by  Himself 

These  words  were  written  by  Harold  Axtell  in  the  spring  of  1992  during  his  stay  at  “The  Residence”  (a 
nursing  home)  at  373  Garrison  Road  in  Ft.  Erie,  Ont. 

“Spend  one’s  time  being  productive.  Keep  improving  my  environment,  my  immediate  environment,  my 
environment  of  this  day’s  end,  so  that  at  every  day’s  end  both  I  and  my  environment  are  better  than  that  of  the 
previous  day’s  end.  Make  the  best  of  time  all  the  time.  One  day  at  a  time.  Time  is  your  most  valuable  possession. 
Use  it  productively-all  the  time” 

“Live  one  day  at  a  time.” 

“The  time  to  be  happy  is  now. 

The  place  to  be  happy  is  here. 

The  way  to  be  happy  is  to  make  others  so.” 

REMEMBERING  HAROLD 

—  David  Cooper 


Harold  Axtell  will  be  an  unforgettable  man  in  many  ways. 

He  set  a  fine  example  of  the  helpful  field  biologist  (ornithologist).  He  was  never  too  busy  or  pre-occupied 
with  his  own  observations  to  interrupt  them  and  give  your  questions  an  unlimited  amount  of  his  time  and 
attention.  I  recall  the  first  detailed  “field  seminar”  he  delivered  to  me.  This  was  at  Rockpoint  Provincial  Park  in 
1980,  I  think.  It  had  to  do  with  certain  wild  flowers,  a  subject  in  which  he  was  expert  also.  I  learned  a  lot  from 
him;  others  did  and  often.  He  was  an  authority  to  whom  he  turned  for  definitive  answers.  He  was  generous  about 
sharing  his  knowledge  and  he  was  not  one  to  flaunt  his  wealth  of  information;  he  was  careful  to  qualify  his 
'  responses,  to  avoid  absolutes  and  not  appear  dogmatic,  sometimes  to  a  fault.  He  was  modest. 

I  once  marvelled  at  a  brief  glimpse  of  some  of  his  volumes  of  neatly  recorded  journals.  As  a  physician, 
whose  handwriting  sometimes  needs  a  pharmacist  to  decipher,  I  was  so  impressed  by  Harold’s  extensive,  careful 
and  personally  maintained,  legible  field  notes.  I  hope  that  these  will  be  collated  and  edited  for  dissemination.  A 
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wealth  of  useful  data  resides  therein.  As  a  consequence  of  his  influence,  I  tried  to  improve  my  field  notes. 

He  influenced  me  also  when  it  came  time  for  me  to  purchase  a  tripod.  I  hesitated  to  get  the  heavy  one,  even 
though  it  would  be  stable  in  windy  conditions.  In  typical,  lazy  fashion,  I  wanted  the  light  easy  way  out.  I  thought 
about  Harold  then,  carrying  around  that  weighty,  wooden  antediluvian,  surveyor-type  platform  for  his  telescope. 
He  did  not  complain  or  frown  about  it.  I  was  inspired  his  example  to  do  the  thing  that  was  correct  for  me.  I  think 
of  him  on  field  trips  now  and  smile  inwardly,  bearing  my  load  willingly. 

It  remains  a  privilege  and  a  pleasure  to  remember  Harold  Axtell. 

David  R.  Cooper  is  a  member  of 
BOS  and  a  Neurosurgeon. 

HAROLD  S  BEAR  STORY 

—as  remembered  by  Mary  Ellen  Hebb 

This  happened  dunng  one  of  Harold’s  visits  to  Allegany  State  Park.  The  location  was  a  roadside  spot  at  a 
clearing  where  a  black  bear  came  regularly  to  feed.  Ever  curious  about  animal  behavior,  he  wondered  what  would 
happen  if  he  got  between  the  bear  and  its  path  to  the  food.  So  Harold  put  himself  in  its  way  and  the  inevitable 
happened.  The  bear  charged  and  Harold  had  to  run.  The  description  by  Harold  of  the  chase  was  hilarious.  It 
went  up  hill,  down  dale  and  in  and  out.  At  one  point  he  tried  to  outwit  the  bear  by  squeezing  between  two  trees 
but  the  bear  simply  ran  around  them,  and  it  did  appear  to  be  gaining  on  him.  It  so  happened  that  this  adventure, 
which  by  now  was  becoming  hair-raising,  was  being  watched  by  a  woman  sitting  in  a  car  parked  along  the  road. 
In  time  the  wild  chase  came  near  her  car,  and  seeing  an  opportunity  to  help,  she  flung  open  the  passenger-side 
door  for  Harold  to  get  in.  But  did  he  climb  in?  Not  at  all;  without  slowing  down  he  turned  and  called  out," 
Thanks,  but  it  wouldn't  be  fair  to  the  bear!"  By  this  time  I,  the  listener  was  overcome  by  laughter  and  disbelief, 
so  I  don ’t  remember  how  the  chase  ended.  But  Harold  did  survive  to  tell  the  story  many  times. 

I  met  Harold  very  early  in  my  birding  career.  I  used  to  pepper  him  with  questions  about  all-aspects  of 
bird  life.  One  day  I  asked  him  to  explain  the  difference  between  the  songs  of  the  Alder  and  the  Willow 
Flycatchers.  He  did  so  by  imitating  them  again  and  again,  until  I  felt  I  could  remember  them, 

The  next  Spring  I  was  standing,  with  Richard  Knapton,  in  a  waist-high  bushy  marsh  in  Lowbanks, 
Ontario,  looking  for  birds  for  the  Breeding  Bird  Atlas.  Richard  is  a  terrific  ornithologist  and  birder  with 
exceptional  hearing.  But  amazingly,  it  was  I  who  first  heard  the  song,  and  I  exclaimed, "Why,  that  sounds  just 
like  Harold  Axtell  imitating  an  Alder  Flycatcher!"  And  that  was  what  it  turned  out  to  be:  my  first-ever  Alder 
Flycatcher,  imitating  Harold  Axtell. 


Mary  Ellen  Hebb  (formerly  Foley)  is  a  St.  Catherines,  Ontario 
birder  and  raptor  rehabilitator.  Also  she  supervised  the  successfid 
hacking  of  three  batches  of  Peregrine  Falcons. 

NOTES  ON  A  CONVERSATION  WITH  AXTELL 

Bill  Burch 

After  a  two-hour  conversation  with  Harold  in  December,  1989,  I  wrote  down  a  few  notes  which  now 
seem  so  inadequate  considering  the  scope  of  his  conversation  but  this  is  what  I  have. 

Harold  said  he  would  like  to  write  a  booklet  of  his  philosophy.  He  has  most  of  it  worked  out  but  he  is  still 
enlarging  and  organizing  it.  (Will  this  be  found  in  his  papers?) 

He  talked  about  his  long  explanations.  He  had  a  professor  who  said,  “Never  tell  all  you  know.”  Harold 
then  smiled.  (He  didn’t  elaborate  here  but  if  this  was  Harold’s  principle  then  his  knowledge  truly  must  have  been 
prodigious.) 

When  Harold  starts  to  talk— to  give  an  answer— he  said  he  knows  he’ll  talk  too  long.  He  admitted  he  has  a 
roundabout  way  of  getting  to  the  point,  often  with  a  long  introduction,  and  when  he  finally  ends  he  may  have 
forgotten  to  give  the  most  important  points. 

Harold  felt  a  bit  like  the  prophet  honored  everywhere  but  in  his  own  country.  He  said  that  because  of  the 
expert  birders  here  in  Buffalo  he  often  felt  he  was  listened  to  with  more  respect  and  attentiveness  away  from 
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home;  at  Point  Pelee,  Cape  May  and  so  on.  Many  times  he  would  be  approached  by  a  birder  when  at  such  a  place 
and  the  birder  would  say,  “Dr.  Axtell,  you  don’t  remember  me  but  you  helped  me  identify  a  so  and  so  at  Cape 
Ann  in  1965.”  He  commented  that  these  encounters  gave  him  a  great  deal  of  pleasure. 


Bill  and  Olive  Burch  were  in  Harold’s 
1949  birding  class  at  the  Museum.  Bill 
is  a  retired  Metallurgical  Engineer. 

HAROLD  AXTELL,  SCIENTIST 

Willie  D’Anna 

I  will  miss  Harold  Axtell.  I  did  not  spend  a  lot  of  time  with  Harold,  but  I  felt  like  I  knew  him  quite  well. 
He  was  an  incredible  person..  Yes,  he  could  talk  but  a  person’s  greatness  is  not  measured  by  his  ability  to 
articulate.  Harold  was  many  things-birder,  ornithologist,  botanist,  entomologist,  musician,  gambler,  philosopher, 
nature-lover,  and  mostly,  a  scientist.  He  strove  to  live  by  the  scientific  method-not  just  in  his  work-but  in  every 
aspect  of  his  life.  One  manifestation  of  this  principle  can  be  seen  in  what  Harold  once  said  to  me— that  is,  that  he 
tried  very  hard  in  his  life  not  to  make  a  statement  that  was  untrue,  especially  in  writing.  If  this  philosophy  makes 
one  think  that  Harold  was  cold  or  unemotional,  do  not  be  misled.  He  was  not.  I  felt  somewhat  privileged  to 
witness  a  teary-eyed  Harold  fondly  recalling  his  wife,  Rachel,  while  sitting  in  a  motel  room  near  Cape  May. 

Harold  had  a  remarkable  memory  right  up  until  the  last  few  months  of  his  life.  I  only  knew  him  in  his 
eighties  but  the  wealth  of  his  knowledge  about  birds  and  plants  was  prodigious,  and  evident  on  B.O.S.  field  trips. 
It  was  on  these  trips  that  I  heard  some  of  his  many  tales.  These  stories  could  last  most  of  the  excursion  and  the 
details  of  the  ones  I  heard  more  than  once  were  never  altered. 

Harold  was  dubbed  “the  father  of  birding”  by  Pete  Dunne.  I  can  remember,  around  the  time  I  first  met 
him,  when  Harold  was  telling  me  that  he  had  found  many  mistakes  in  field  guides,  even  a  new  guide  that  had 
recently  come  out  (as  I  recall,  it  was  The  National  Geographic  Field  Guide )  had  incorrect  or  misleading 
information.  As  a  rather  new,  impressionable  birder  I  had  treated  the  field  guides  as  my  bible.  Harold’s  remarks 
taught  me  to  see  for  myself,  not  to  see  what  the  guides  say. 

While  birding  on  the  Niagara  River  one  November,  I  came  upon  him.  Even  as  an  inexperienced  birder,  I 
had  a  strong  desire  to  discover  rarities.  The  Bonaparte’s  Gulls  were  abundant  and  it  seemed  an  impossible  task  to 
find  a  rare  species  among  them.  So  I  asked  Harold  something  like,  “What’s  the  best  way  to  find  a  Black-headed 
Gull,  Franklin’s  Gull,  or  Kittiwake?”  I  was  half  afraid  he  might  go  into  a  dissertation  on  the  minute  field  marks  of 
these  rarer  gulls,  those  which  were  not  given  in  the  field  guides,  and  that  I  would  retain  too  little  of  his  remarks. 
Instead  he  said  simply,  “If  you  want  to  be  able  to  find  a  rare  bird,  then  study  the  common  birds.”  As  a  birder,  that 
is  the  singular  most  important  advice  I  have  ever  received. 

William  D’Anna  is  a  Civil  Engineer 
and  advanced  birder  in  the  BOS. 

A  HAROLD  STORY 

—by  Gerry  Rising 


i  Here  is  a  story  about  my  departed  friend,  Harold  Axtell,  whom  I  had  the  high  honor  and  great  pleasure  of 

knowing  for  almost  40  years.  This  was  told  to  me  years  ago  by  my  fnend  A1  Fudge  of  Elmira. 

1  One  spring  in  the  1940s  A1  and  his  wife  Vera  were  hiking  in  a  Southern  Tier  forest  when  they  met  a 

young  man  who  identified  himself  as  Harold  Axtell  a  Cornell  doctoral  student  studying  the  vertebrates  (animals 
1  with  backbones)  of  Chemung  and  Schuyler  Counties.  A1  was  impressed,  he  told  me,  and  I  was  too.  Most 
i  doctoral  theses  are  written  about  very  narrow  subjects  -  something  like  “The  Summer  Distribution  of  Red-bellied 
Snakes  in  Delaware  Park”  but  this  young  man  had  taken  on  a  problem  of  staggering  proportions, 
a  .Another  thing  that  impressed  A1  was  the  fact  that  Axtell  wore  sneakers  instead  of  hiking  boots.  Now  his  feet  and 
>  trouser  legs  were  soaking  wet.  When  A1  inquired  about  Harold’s  footwear,  the  young  man  replied,“I  always 
wear  sneakers  when  I'm  hiking.  My  feet  dry  quickly  and  sometimes  I  learn  from  getting  them  wet.  For  example, 
*  in  wading  across  that  creek  back  there,  I  found  the  water  colder  than  in  other  nearby  streams.  I  have  checked  a 
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topographic  map  and  I'm  sure  that  at  the  creek  source  about  a  half  mile  from  here  the  temperature  will  be  near 
freezing.  That  means  that  there  is  a  real  possibility  of  my  finding  there  a  rare  red  salamander,  a  species  that 
prefers  very  cold  water.” 

Naturally,  A1  told  me,  he  and  Vera  were  intrigued.  With  the  young  man's  permission,  they  joined  him  in 
his  climb  to  the  stream  sources.  Sure  enough  there  in  the  clear  spring  water  were  two  beautiful  red  salamanders. 

Gerry  Rising  writes  the  " Nature  Watch "  weekly  column  in  the 
Buffalo  News .  and  the  monthly  summary  for  the  Prothonotarv 


THE  MAN  AND  -  HIS  HATS 

by  Bill  Burch 

It  was  a  warm  October  morning  at  Cape  May  Point.  The  platform  was  nearly  filled  With  hawk  watchers 
busily  scanning  the  blue  sky  and  talking  in  subdued  tones,  This  was  interrupted  by  a  voice  calling  out, "Hello, 
Harold!  I  didn't  recognize  you  over  there.  Aren't  you  wearing  a  different  hat  from  yesterday?"  That  remark  tells  a 
lot.  Harold’s  hats  were  his  trademark;  if  at  Brigantine  or  Derby  Hill  one  glimpsed  a  tall  slim  man  with  a  brood- 
brimmed  hat  and  binoculars  the  odds  were  it  was  Harold  Axtell.  (One  birder  recognized  him  across  the  half-mile 
span  of  the  Niagara  River.)  Additional  field  marks  (in  cold  or  wet  weather)  were  the  four-buckle  overshoes  and 
the  army  wool  pants. 

Harold  had  so  many  hats  that  one  scarcely  remembers  seeing  the  same  one  twice.  In  his  home  in  Ft.  Erie 
he  hung  them  on  nails  over  the  doorways.  One  could  count  a.  dozen  easily;  they  ranged  from  baseball  caps  to 
broad-brimmed  felt  hats.  In  warm  weather  he  might  wear  his  "Sherlock  Holmes"  cap  with  the  long  bill  in  front 
and  the  brim  in  back  to  cover  his  neck.  But  most  of  the  time  in  recent  years  he  wore  a  broad-brimmed  hat  of 
various  materials-  natural  straw,  khaki  cloth,  or  felt.  If  the  weather  turned-cold  or  windy  he  would  throw  a  scarf 
over  the  hat,  pulling  the  brims  over  his  ears,  and  tying  the  scarf  under  his  chin.  That  was  Harold’s  approach  - 
highly  functional  head  gear  but  perhaps  not  a  trend-setter. 

In  earlier  times  he  went  bare-headed,  and  on  harsh  days  he  liked  to  challenge  the  weather  by  going  underdressed. 
However,  in  recent  years  as  cataracts  began  to  bother  him  he  usually  shaded  his  eyes  with  a  hat,  and  he  dressed 
warmly. 

Several  years  ago  he  realized  his  night  vision  was  failing.  To  attempt  to  improve  this  he  went  on  a  heavy 
diet  of  carrots  rich  in  beta  carotene.  He  bought  the  canned  variety,  explaining  that  they  needed  less  preparation 
than  fresh  ones;  this  was  important  to  this  man  living  alone.  For  a  while  carrots  may  have  been  the  principal 
vegetable  in  his  diet;  Harold  didn't  do  things  halfway.  Nevertheless  his  vision  continued  to  deteriorate  so 
eventually  he  had  cataract  surgery.  The  recovery  from  this  was  slow  (in  his  judgment)  but  reasonably  successful 
and  it  did  permit  him  to  pass  the  driver's  test  again  and  to  resume  his  birding  and  traveling. 


EXCERPT  FROM  A  LETTER  TO  HAROLD 

from  Joseph  Grzybowski 

“You  clearly  had  a  substantive  influence  on  me  during  my  youth.  In  fact,  it  was  your  influence  that  stated 
me  in  birding.  I  was  introduced  to  you  by  a  merit  badge  counselor  in  the  Boy  Scouts  when  Carl  Mrozek  and  I 
were  earning  our  herpetology  badges.  The  counselors  was  impressed  with  your  knowledge  and  brought  us  to  the 
Buffalo  Museum  where  you  showed  us  around  and  introduced  us  to  your  rat  snake.” 

“That  winter  (1961?)  I  observed  Pine  Grosbeaks  in  Depew.  I  called  you,  describing  them  and  you 
identified  them  for  me,  spending  considerable  time  telling  me  all  about  them.  That  began  my  birding  interest,  the 
following  year  I  began  keeping  a  list,  making  field  notes  and  taking  trips  with  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society, 
some  of  which  you  led.” 

“You  remain  alone  as  being  the  only  birder  I  have  ever  been  with  any  substantive  time  in  the  field  whom  I 
have  never  observed  making  an  error  in  identification  (I  guess  to  my  knowledge).  Never  an  off-the-cuff 
identification  that  was  in  error.” 

“I  once  described  you  to  a  fellow  graduate  student  who  grew  up  in  New  Jersey,  telling  him,  among  other 
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things,  that  roots  came  out  of  your  feet  when  you  were  looking  at  groups  of  birds.  During  a  trip  home  he  went  to 
Brigantine  where  he  encountered  a  birder  looking  over  some  ‘peep’.  He  stopped  to  talk  because  the  birder  looked 
as  if  he  might  know  what  he  was  looking  at.  The  birder,  with  a  twinkle  in  his  eye,  began  very  deliberately  telling 
my  friend  his  count  of  each  species  of  peep,  commenting  on  various  plumages,  etc.  My  friend  then  asked  this 
birder  if  he  were  Harold  Axtell.  You  replied  ‘Yes,  I  am.’” 

Joe  Grzybowski  is  a  former  Buffalonian  who  is  now  teaching  at  the 
University  of  Central  Oklahoma.  He  has  done  major  research  on  the 
Black-capped  Vireo  in  Oklahoma  and  Texas  and  has  just  completed  the 
Date  Guide  to  the  Occurrences  of  Birds  in  Oklahoma ,  2nd.  Edition. 

MEMORIES  OF  HAROLD  AXTELL 

Robert  D.  Coggeshall,  Sr, 

When  I  began  serious  birding  in  the  early  50's  as  a  member  of  the  B.O.S.  I  did  not  realize  how  lucky  I 
was.  The  migrants,  both  spring  and  fall,  had  only  begun  to  dwindle  in  numbers  and  my  mentor,  Dr.  Harold 
Axtell,  was  one  of  the  best  field  observers  in  the  United  States.  We  used  to  meet  in  the  Erie  Beach  area  and  bird 
together.  He  carefully  described  the  fall  warblers  that  we  saw,  and  some  that  he  collected;  there  could  not  have 
been  a  better  field  laboratory  for  learning.  Harold  was  glad  to  pass  along  nuances  of  field  identification  that  are 
only  now  appearing  in  field  guides.  His  musician's  ear  enabled  him  to  not  only  recognize  pitch  with  great 
accuracy  but  the  ability  to  count  notes  in  measures  and  bars  allowed  him  to  perform  such  feats  as  numbering  the 
notes  in  a  Chipping  Sparrow's  trill.  He  proved  that  one  time  with  a  sonogram  at  Cornell.  A  friend  from  Nogales, 
Arizona  told  me  that  Harold  spent  part  of  a  winter  there  at  the  town  dump  studying  ways  of  separating  the  two 
species  of  raven,  the  Chihuahua  and  Common,  by  the  frequency  of  their  wing  beats. 

Dr.  Axtell's,  system  for  validating  reports  of  unusual  or  out  of  date  observations;  a  committee  of 
statisticians,  a  suggested  form  for  the  reports  and  a  Date  and  verification  guide  was  adopted  by  the  B.O.S.  in  an 
atmosphere  of  controversy.  It  is  now  in  use  all  over  the  country.  The  system  came  with  me  to  Fort  Worth  and  I 
have  had  requests  from  others  to  use  it. 

Perhaps  the  finest  thing  that  Harold  gave  me  was  the  explanation  of  his  humanist  philosophy.  With  this 
explanation  I  heard  that  my  beliefs  were  held  by  others,  that  I  was  not  alone.  It  was  like  the  sun  at  dawn.  Good 
bye  Harold  and  thank  you. 

Robert  D.  Coggeshall,  Sr.  was  President  of  BOS  in  1957- 
59,  and  is  an  airline  pilot  now  living  in  Ft.  Worth,  TX. 


HAROLD  AND  THE  SANDPIPERS 

Bill  Burch 

Harold  told  this  story  to  Olive  and  me  as  we  were  having  a  Chinese  luncheon  with  him  in  Ft.  Erie, 
Ontario,  at  the  Parkview  several  years  ago.  At  such  times  his  recollections  of  tales  and 

his  exposition  of  philosophy  flowed  forth  in  a  carefully  phrased  and  continuous  stream.  (Why  bring  a  tape 
recorder?  Harold  will  be  here  forever,  won't  he?) 

Anyhow,  this  story  took  place  in  the  Fall  at  a  shorebird  hotspot  on  the  East  coast.  Harold  was  alone, 
carefully  examining  each  shorebird  on  the  mudflat  with  his  B&L  Balscope-  the  one  with  the  four-turret  eyepiece. 
Rare  birds  are  found  by  those  who  have  learned  their  birds.  This  time  it  was  a  Little  Stint,  a  Eurasian  sandpiper 
very  rare  on  this  continent.  After  enjoying  his  find  and  checking  the  bird  carefully,  Harold  returned  to  his  car  and 
drove  a  mile  further  to  another  shorebird  spot.  There  he  met  a  group  of  birders.  He  told  them  of  the  Little  Stint 
,  and  where  to  look  for  it.  As  a,  final  word  he  said,  “It  will  help  you  to  know  that  it  is  missing  its  left  leg.”  The 
excited  group  left,  found  their  bird  and  returned  to  Harold  to  thank  him  profusely  for  what  was  a  life  bird  for  all  of 
them.  Then  the  spokesman  added,,  “Actually,  I  believe  it  was  the  right  leg  missing,  not  the  left.”  Harold  only 
replied,  “Indeed?”.  After  the  group  moved  on,  Harold  went  back  to  the  other  mudflat.  In  time  he  relocated  the 
Little  Stint,  but  searching  further  he  found  what  he  was  seeking:  It  was  a  Semipalmated  Sandpiper  that  was 
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missing  its  right  leg;  a  species  that  in  winter  plumage  does  have  a  resemblance  to  a  Little  Stint,  That  group  of 
birders,  full  of  anticipation,  had  become  victims  of  what  has  been  described  as  “expectancy  bias”.  Or  to  put  it 
another  way,  “  I  would  never  have  seen  it  if  I  hadn’t  believed  it.” 


REMEMBERING  HAROLD  AXTELL 

-  Tad  S.  Clements 

I  first  met  Harold  sometime  in  1948  or  1949.  If  I  had  a  memory  like  Harold  had,  I  wouldn't  need  to  be 
so  inexact.  Indeed,  I  wouldn’t  be  inexact  at  all.  Harold’s  memory,  both  long  and  short  range,  was  truly  amazing. 
So  much  so,  in  fact,  that  when  I  only  knew  him  for  a  short  time,  and  he  would  relate  an  experience,  complete  with 
quotations  from  the  people  involved,  the  number  of  the  hotel  room,  the  time  of  night,  the  date  in  1920,  and  so 
forth,  I  thought  he  was  pulling  my  leg.  Slowly  began  to  realize  that  he  really  did  remember  those  remote  details. 
Much  later,  in  the  1970's  and  1980's,  I  was  again  amazed  when  I  would  suddenly  recall  the  accuracy  of  his 
account  about  conversations  and  experiences  Harold  and  I  had  together  twenty  or  thirty  years  before. 

Nor  was  his  prodigious  memory  limited  to  long  range  memories.  On  numerous  occasions,  when  we 
would  discuss  matters  for  several  hours  and  with  many  digressions,  Harold  would  invariably  bring  the  discussion 
back  to  the  starting  point,  long  after  I  would  have  forgotten  it. 

It  was  this  amazing  ability  to  remember,  coupled  with  high  motivation  and  indefatigable  energy,  that  gave 
him  an  encyclopedic  knowledge  of  nature;  He  not  only  knew  the  common  and  scientific  names  of  a  tremendous 
number  of  animals  and  plants,  and  how  to  identify  them,  but  also  knew  a  great  deal  about  their  evolutionary, 
taxonomic,  and  ecological  interrelationships.  For  instance,  by  studying  night  after  night,  into  the  early  hours  of 
the  morning,  he  learned  how  to  identify  essentially  every  species  of  grass  in  the  world. 

Another  thing  about  Harold  that  amazed  me  was  the  diversity  of  his  interests  and  abilities.  He  was  equally 
at  home  discussing  nature,  philosophy,  psychology  and  music..  For  instance,  most  people  who  knew  him  as  a 
botanist  or  ornithologist  were  unaware  that  he  played  in  a  dance  band  with  an  international  reputation  in  the 
1920's. 

Harold  was  not  only  exceptionally  knowledgeable;  he  was  also  exceptionally  concerned  with  the  truth.  I 
have  never  met  his  equal  in  the  objective  and  rational  pursuit  of  truth..  Most  of  us  are  capable,  to  one  degree  or 
another,  of  self-deception.  Harold  took  great  precautions  to  avoid  this.  He  knew  himself  very  well  and  he  was 
neither  willing  nor  able  to  engage  in  wishful  thinking.  Although  he  saw  nothing  wrong  with  pleasure  and  indeed 
called  himself  an  enlightened  hedonist,  he  never  tried  to  deny  unpleasant  realities.  Years  ago  when  he  thought  he 
might  be  dying,  he  even  got  a  certain  satisfaction  from  dispassionately  making  mental  notes  about  his  experiences. 
He  wanted  to  fully  understand  the  experience  of  dying. 

One  would  think  that  a  man  so  dedicated  to  truth,  objectivity  and  rationality  would  be  cold  and 
unemotional.  But  this  was  not  true  of  Harold.  He  was  unashamedly  emotional  and  sensuous.  He  could  enjoy 
topless  dancers,  the  beauty  of  a  bird  or  a  sunset,  and  could  shed  a  tear  in  public. 

Truly  a  remarkable  man;  a  friend.  I  shall  miss  a  great  deal. 


Tad  Clements  was,  the  caretaker  of  live  animal 
exhibits  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science. 


A  MEMORY  OF  HAROLD 

John  Black 

From  my  notes  of  January  21,  1967.-Purple  Sandpiper,  Mute  Swan  and  Tufted  Titmouse(all  new  to  me) 
with  Dan  Salisbury,  Paul  Benham  and  Dr.  and  Mrs  Axtell.  I  think  we  started  the  trip  at  Rosehill  Road,  and 
worked  the  river  and  the  shore  of  Lake  Erie  on  that  day,  and  that  was  the  first  time  I  met  Harold  and  Rachel,  and 
the  last  time  I  referred  to  Harold  as  Dr.  Axtell  in  my  notes.  My  subsequent  notes  always  refer  to  H.A. 

As  everyone  here  knows,  a  simple  question  to  Harold  could  often  yield  an  answer  much  longer  than  you 
ever  expected.  I  think  that  was  one  of  the  endearing  things  about  Harold,  because  no  matter  what  the  question  he 
always  treated  it  seriously  and  answered  it  with  great  care,  and  to  the  best  of  his  ability. 
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On  thinking  back  over  my  meetings  with  Harold  I  realize  that  I  carry  a  number  of  what  might  be  called 
pictures  of  him.  Many  of  these  pictures  involve  him  talking  to  someone,  something  which  he  enjoyed  doing  very 
much.  I  would  like  to  share  one  of  my  favorite  recollections  with  you  now. 

Harold  and  Rachel  in  one  car,  and  I  and  Paul  Benham  in  another  car  were  on  our  way  from  Rosehill  Road 
to  see  something  at  Niagara  Falls  (it  may  have  been  the  King  Eider  at  Chippawa)  We  stopped  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river  in  Fort  Erie,  and  a  gentleman  asked  Harold  to  identify  a  tree  which  was  on  the  parkway.  Harold  started  in 
on  the  trees....  After  15  minutes  or  so  Paul  and  I,  recognizing  it  was  liable  to  be  a  long  conversation,  left  to  visit 
the  falls.  I  recollect  we  went  both  above  and  below  the  falls,  may  even  have  gone  as  far  as  Adam  Beck.  In  any 
case  we  returned  up  the  river  later  in  the  day  and,  as  you  might  have  guessed,  were  not  totally  surprised  to  see  that 
Harold  was  still  talking  to  the  gentleman  who  had  asked  him  the  question.  By  this  time  we  could  see  the 
gentleman  was  looking  a  little  desperate,  but  being  a  gentleman  he  didn’t  quite  know  how  to  break  off  the 
conversation.  Meanwhile  Rachel  was  sitting  patiently  in  the  car.  Paul  and  I  waved  and  continued  on,  I  have  no 
idea  when  the  conversation  finished.  But  I  carry  the  picture  of  Harold  talking  to  the  gentleman  in  my  head  to  this 
day. 


John  Black  is  Professor  of  Physics  at 
Brock  University  ,  St.  Catherines,  Ont. 

TO  HAROLD-OCTOBER  30,  1992 

Edward  J.  Rutecki 

Expressions  are  difficult!  Impressions  and  Remembrances  are  Overwhelming!  I  knew  a  Man;  A  Man 
touched  me;  as  he  touched  a  multitude  of  people  through  his  erudite  and  incredible  life.  A  Man  Touched  me;  I  was 
a  15-year  old  with  an  Eager  curiosity  of  nature  and  learning.  This  was  the  Beginning!  Through  Time,  Doctor 
Axtell  -  Harold  -  was  my  Boss  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  My  Mentor  through  the  trying  years  of 
“growing  up”;  Asa  Father  to  me  through  my  trials  and  tribulations.  For  Forty  Years  my  Friend.  A  Man  Touched 
me;  I  express  my  love  for  Harold  with  four  selected  short  poems. 

The  Hummingbird  -  by  Harry  Kemp 
The  sunlight  speaks,  and  its  voice  is  a  bird. 

It  glimmers  half-guessed,  half-seen,  half-heard. 

Above  the  flowerbed,  over  the  lawn. . . 

A  flashing  dip,  and  it  is  gone, 

And  all  it  lends  to  the  eye  is  this  — 

A  sunbeam  giving  the  air  a  kiss. 

Morning  Song  -  by  Karle  Wilson  Baker 
There’s  a  mellower  light  just  over  the  hill. 

And  somewhere  a  yellower  daffodil, 

And  honey,  somewhere,  that’s  sweeter  still. 

And  some  were  meant  to  stay  like  a  stone, 

Knowing  the  things  they  have  always  known. 

Sinking  down  deeper  into  their  own. 

But  some  must  follow  the  wind  and  me, 

Who  like  to  be  starting  and  like  to  be  free. 

Never  so  glad  as  we’re  going  to  be! 

A  Little  Song  of  Life  -  by  Lizette  Woodward  Reese 
Glad  that  I  live  am  I; 

That  the  sky  is  blue; 

Glad  for  the  country  lanes, 

And  the  fall  of  dew. 

After  the  sun  the  rain. 
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After  the  rain  the  sun; 

This  is  the  way  of  life, 

Til  the  work  be  done. 

All  that  we  need  to  do, 

Be  we  low  or  high. 

Is  to  see  that  we  grow 
Nearer  the  sky. 

Nothing  Gold  Can  Stay  -  by  Robert  Frost 
Nature’s  first  green  is  gold, 

Her  hardest  hue  to  hold. 

Her  early  leaf’s  a  flower; 
but  only  so  an  hour. 

Then  the  leaf  subsides  to  leaf. 

So  Eden  sank  to  grief, 

So  dawn  goes  down  to  day. 

Nothing  gold  can  stay. 

Edward  J.  Rutecki,  now  a  paleontologist,  was  a  young 
aquarist  in  the  live  animal  exhibit  at  the  Museum. 


The  Prothonotary  wishes  to  thank  Bill  Burch  for  compiling  and  editing  these  remembrances 
of  Harold  Axtell  and  also  Ms  Gail  Pohl  for  technical  assistance  in  the  production  of  this  issue. 

a*  a#  a#  a# 

rT^  rfx  cT% 

MEMBERSHIP  NEWS 

Welcome  to  the  following  New  Associate  Members: 

Edward  R.  Berst 
95  Nagel  Dr. 

Cheektowaga,  NY  14225 
Tel.  684-6512 

David  D.  Doty 

35  V2  Greenwood  PI. 

Buffalo,  NY  14213 
Tel.  883-8542 

Word  has  been  received  of  the  deaths  of 
David  Keller  in  December,  1992 
and 

Gertrude  G.  Webster  in  February,  1992 
Gertrude  had  been  a  B.O.S.  member  since  1941 


a«  a*  a*  a*  a^  a*  a*  a* 
a*  vti  »j»  a*  a*  a* 
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BOS  MEETINGS 


Mar.  10  Mark  Kandel  (D.E.C.),  Dr.  Stuart  Calhoun  (Buffalo  State  University)  will  report  on  the  Common 
Tern.  Genetics,  productivity  and  mortality  will  be  covered. 

Mar.  24  Atlantic  Puffin  program  with  video  and  discussion  by  Dr.  David  Cooper. 

Apr.  14  Special  Meeting.  This  meeting  will  begin  at  7:30.  Results  and  discussion  of  the  BOS  Council's 
survey.  This  meeting  will  be  lead  by  Council  President  Dick  Collins. 

Apr.  28  "From  Rainforest  to  Volcano  Peaks-Birding  in  Costa  Rica."  A  slide  presentation  by  Dr.  Robert 
Andrle  and  Donald  Roberson. 

May  12  "Grasslands."  A  slide  presentation  by  Chuck  Rosenburg  about  the  grasslands  habitat  including  songs 
of  grassland  sparrows. 

May  26  An  open  meeting  with  special  birding  games  to  challenge  all. 

June  9  Summer  picnic  meeting  at  Tifft  Nature  Preserve. 

No  meetings  during  the  summer 

Sep.  8  "My  Summer  Vacation."  This  is  our  annual  members'  slide  night. 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  1 

through  June  15,  inclusive,  except  for  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December.  Meetings  begin  at  8 

p.m.  and  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020  Humbolt  Parkway,  Buffalo,  New  York. 


FIELD  TRIPS 


Mar.  20:  Saturday  not  Sunday.  Lake  Ontario  Plains  of  eastern  Niagara  County.  Leader:  Willie  D’Anna  (1- 

731-4348).  Meet  at  Wright’s  Corners  (north  of  Lockport)  on  Route  78  at  the  Tops  Market  at  8:00 
am.. 

Mar.  28:  Sunday.  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  for  spring  waterfowl.  Meet  at  8:00  A.M.  at  Amherst 

Book  World  (0. 1  mi.  east  of  Main  &  Transit).  Leader:  Mike  Galas. 

Apr.  4:  Sunday.  Daylight  Saving  Time.  Set  clocks  ahead  1  hour. 

BOS  April  Bird  Count. 

Apr.  18:  Hawk  Migration  at  Grimsby,  Ont.  Meet  at  8:00  AM  in  the  Bob  Evans  parking  lot  in  Niagara  Falls, 

NY  where  1-90  crosses  Niagara  Falls  Blvd.  (Rt.  62),  or  go  directly  to  the  Beamer  Conservation 
Area  30  mi.  into  Canada  in  the  QEW,  on  the  escarpment  above  Grimsby.  Leader:  Bill  Burch  (773- 
3690). 


Apr.  25:  Sunday.  Braddock  Bay  Hawk  Watch.  Joint  top  with  Rochester  GOS.  Meet  at  7:00  AM  at  Amherst 
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Book  World,  0.1  mi.  east  of  Main  &  Transit.  We  will  join  the  GOS  at  9:30  at  the  Braddock  Bay 
shelter.  Leaders:  Mike  Zebehazy  (662-6987)  and  Bob  Spahn  (GOS). 


May  8-9:  Saturday-Sunday.  Presque  Isle  &  Pymatuning  Weekend.  Contact  Mary  Saville  (662-5215)  for 

details  and  reservations  for  the  Sat.  night  dinner  and  program.  Even  a  one-day  trip  to  Presque  Isle 
State  Park  (Erie,  PA)  is  rewarding  for  warblers. 

May  9:  Sunday.  Tifft  Nature  Center.  Meet  at  7:00  A.M.  in  Tifft  parking  lot.  This  is  a  half-day  trip.  Leader: 

Bill  Watson  (695-2820). 

May  16:  Sunday.  BOS  May  Count.  Compiler:  Joe  Di  Domenico  (683-7343). 

In  the  event  of  bad  weather,  contact  the  trip  leader  to  determine 
whether  the  trip  has  been  cancelled. 

Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Trip  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 


For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a  -Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings,  call  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  896-5200. 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler: 
Mr.  William  D’Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Drive  Extension,  Niagara  Falls,  NY  14304. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer:  Jane  Heyer,  296  Westchester  Blvd.,  Kenmore,  NY 
14217  Tel.  (875-3318). 

Back  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  @  $0.50  per  copy. 

Editor:  Charles  D.  Halvorsen,  212  Main  Street,  West  Seneca,  NY  14224. 


36 


BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 
Buffalo  Museum  of  Science 
Buffalo,  New  York  14211 


Noo  Profit  Org 
U.  S.  POSTAGE 
PAID 
BUFFALO,  N  Y 
Permit  No  -4 ' 2 


Address  Correction  Requested 


££  Aequisitions 


&3 


PUBLISHED  MONTHLY 


******  R 

Ll8R4RyANN 


Apft 


THE 


'THA 


2b 


Pa. 


®$3 


BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY,  INC.' 


Ny 


BUFFALO,  NEW  YORK 


*8$: 


Volume  59  March  1993  Number  3 

THE  MONTH:  February  1993 

Febmary  marked  a  striking  change  from  the  gloomy  months  that  had  gone  before.  With  over  half  of  the 
possible  sunshine,  13%  more  than  normal,  it  was  the  sunniest  winter  month  in  six  years.  Of  course,  the 
clear  weather  —  and  particularly  the  clear  nights  —  produced  cold  temperatures.  Meanwhile  both  precipi¬ 
tation  and  snowfall  were  near  average. 

The  average  temperature  was  20.6°,  3.8°  below  normal,  breaking  a  sequence  of  ten  warmer  than  normal 

winter  months  over  a  four  year 
period.  Except  for  those  two  sub¬ 
zero  days  on  the  5th  and  6th,  the 
coldest  weather  was  late  in  the 
month:  1 1  of  the  last  12  days  were 
below  average  for  their  dates. 
(Notice  how  the  temperature  rose 
above  freezing  on  only  two  of 
those  days.)  And  the  high  of  41° 
on  the  9th  was  the  lowest  February 
high  since  1979. 

The  total  precipitation  of  1 .9 
inches  was  0.4  inches  below  nor¬ 
mal,  and  the  snowfall  total  of  19.5 
inches  was  just  an  inch  above  nor¬ 
mal,  but  there  was  at  least  a  trace 
of  snow  —  and  of  course  precipi¬ 
tation  —  on  every  single  day  of  the 
month!  The  cold  slowed  snow 

melting  so  the  snow  depth  remained  half  a  foot  or  more  from  the  1 7th  through  the  end  of  the  month.  This 
snow  arrived  in  storms  on  the  16th- 19th  (6-9  inches  in  Buffalo,  up  to  two  feet  in  the  south),  and  the  21st 
(4-7  inches  with  sleet  and  freezing  rain). 

Lake  Erie  remained  open  until  the  20th  when  it  finally  iced  over.  The  late  open  water  was  responsible 
for  the  lake  effect  snow  of  the  17th- 19th  in  the  Southern  Tier. 

Let  us  examine  four  categories  of  records  as  they  compare  with  the  six  years  from  1987  to  1992:  rari¬ 
ties,  winter  visitors,  half-hardies,  and  early  arrivals. 


February  1993  Weather 

I  >.  1.1 
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11  13  15  17  19  21  23  25  27 


On  this  chart  precipitation  rounding  to  0. 1  inch  or  more  is  reported  above  the 
baselme.  Fs  represent  fronts  passing  through  together  with  the  direction  from 
which  they  came,  the  bars  temperature  ranges,  and  vertical  lines  week  divi¬ 
sions:  thus  the  6th  was  a  Saturday,  the  7th  a  Sunday.  Airport  data  from  the 
National  Weather  Service  Forecast  Office,  Buffalo. 
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Rarities.  An  Eared  Grebe  and  a  Surf  Scoter  were  identified  in  Dunkirk  Harbor,  each  representing 
the  first  February  record  for  that  species  in  at  least  seven  years.  The  (or  at  least  a)  California  Gull  was 
relocated  (or  newly  found)  at  Adam  Beck,  a  first  for  February;  and  a  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  was 
turned  up  on  Lake  Chautauqua.  This  is  only  the  second  recent  year  this  latter  species  has  been  recorded  in 
February. 

A  Turkey  Vulture  appeared  in  Lowbanks,  Ontario,  the  first  since  a  single  February  vulture  was  noted 
in  1988.  Two  Northern  Goshawks  were  observed,  also  absent  this  month  since  1988.  But  this  is 
clearly  the  winter  of  the  Gyrfalcon.  Another  bird  of  this  species  was  located  in  the  Town  of  Yates,  seen 
there  through  late  February  by  many  birders  —  and  missed  by  many  others.  His  smaller  relative,  the 
Merlin,  remained  at  the  University  at  Buffalo  Main  Street  Campus.  As  a  direct  result  of  the  intensive 
search  for  the  gyr,  a  Harris’  Sparrow  was  located  at  a  farm  feeder  also  in  Yates.  Beardslee  and  Mitchell 
list  this  species  as  an  “occasional  very  rare  transient  visitor  in  fall”  and  note  only  four  records.  The  only 
other  record  here  in  the  past  half  dozen  years  was  the  bird  seen  in  Canada  on  October  13,  1991. 

Winter  visitors.  Here  is  a  comparison  with  the  previous  six  Februarys. 


Species 

1993 

1987-1992 

Comments 

Red-throated  Loon 

none 

2  of  6 

2  rep,  max  2,  both  in  1989 

Homed  Grebe 

3  rep,  max  1 

3  of  6 

3  rep,  max  3,  both  in  1992 

King  Eider 

none 

2  of  6 

1  each  in  1989  and  1987 

Harlequin  Duck 

none 

Oof  6 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

1 7  rep,  max  3 

6  of  6 

9  rep  in  1992,  1987,  max  18  in  1988 

Gyrfalcon 

1 

Oof  6 

Purple  Sandpiper 

none 

4  of  6 

3  rep  in  1987,  max  10  in  1990 

Little  Gull 

2  rep,  max  1 

6  of  6 

many  rep  in  1990,  max  15  in  1987 

Common  Black-headed  Gull 

none 

Oof  6 

Iceland  Gull 

3  rep,  1 

6  of  6 

4  rep  in  1990,  max  2  in  92,91,89,87 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

2  rep,  1 

1  of  6 

1  in  1992 

Ghucous  Gull 

3  rep,  max  2 

6  of  6 

8  rep  in  1990,  max  5  in  1992,  1987 

Black-legged  Kittiwake 

none 

Oof  6 

Snowy  Owl 

none 

6  of  6 

6  rep  in  1992,  max  4  in  1991 

Northern  Hawk  Owl 

none 

Oof  6 

Great  Gray  Owl 

none 

1  of  6 

1  in  1992 

Long-eared  Owl 

6  rep,  max  7 

6  of  6 

4  rep  in  1991,  max  8  in  1990 

Short-eared  Owl 

6  rep,  17  max 

6  of  6 

9  rep  in  1992,  max  26  m  1991 

Boreal  Owl 

none 

Oof  6 

Three-toed  Woodpecker 

none 

Oof  6 

Black-backed  Woodpecker 

none 

Oof  6 

Homed  Lark 

9  rep,  max  300 

4  of  6 

2  rep  in  1990,  1987,  max  125  in  91 

Bohemian  Wax  wing 

none 

Oof  6 

Northern  Shrike 

3  rep,  max  1 

6  of  6 

12  rep  in  1991,  max  1 

Lapland  Longspur 

5  rep,  max  1 0 

4  of  6 

6  rep  in  1990,  max  50  in  1991 

Snow  Bunting 

5  rep,  max  250 

6  of  6 

5  rep,  max  1000,  both  in  1990 

Pine  Grosbeak 

none 

Oof  6 

Red  Crossbill 

none 

Oof  6 

White- winged  Crossbill 

1  rep,  max  1 

Oof  6 

Common  Redpoll 

none 

2  of  6 

13  rep,  max  400,  both  in  1987 

Pme  Siskin 

1  rep,  max  1 

5  of  6 

8  rep  in  1988,  max  200+  in  1990 

Evening  Grosbeak 

2  rep,  max  3 

Oof  6 

max  77  in  1987 

Once  again  we  have  an  almost  total  absence  of  winter  finches.  It  is  interesting  to  note  the  absence  of 
Snowy  Owl  reports.  Surely  this  month  did  not  encourage  them  to  return  north.  Did  they  move  on  farther 
south? 

Half-hardies.  Here  again  is  a  comparison  with  the  previous  six  Februarys. 
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Species 

1993 

1987-1992 

Comments 

Pied-biUed  Grebe 

5  rep,  max  2 

3  of  6 

3  rep  in  1992,  max  7  in  1987 

Great  Blue  Heron 

38 

6  of  6 

7  rep  m  1987,  max  43  in  1992 

Black-crowned  Night  Heron 

1 

1  of  6 

9  in  1992 

Wood  Duck 

1 

2  of  6 

max  2  in  1991 

Blue- winged  Teal 

none 

Oof  6 

Northern  Shoveler 

none 

1  of  6 

1  in  1989 

Amen  can  Wigeon 

1 

1  of  6 

1  in  1987 

Ring-necked  Duck 

2  rep,  max  2 

2  of  6 

3  rep,  max  10,  both  in  1992 

Hooded  Merganser 

none 

5  of  6 

3  rep  in  92,  88,  max  5  m  92,  89 

Ruddy  Duck 

none 

2  of  6 

1  in  1992,  1989 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

none 

5  of  6 

5  rep  in  1992 

Virginia  Rail 

none 

1  of  6 

1  m  1992 

Killdeer 

none 

3  of  6 

1  m  1992,  1988,  1987 

Dunlin 

none 

1  of  6 

1  in  1988 

Common  Snipe 

2  rep,  max  2 

Oof  6 

Northern  Saw-whet  Owl 

6  rep,  max  2 

3  of  6 

4  rep,  max  3 ,  both  in  1 992 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 

none 

1  of  6 

1  in  1988 

Tufted  Titmouse 

8  rep 

6  of  6 

1 2  rep  in  1991 

Brown  Creeper 

none 

1  of  6 

3  in  1987 

Carolina  Wren 

5  rep 

4  of  6 

6  rep,  max  2,  both  in  1988 

Winter  Wren 

none 

Oof  6 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

none 

Oof  6 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 

none 

Oof  6 

Eastern  Bluebird 

7  rep,  max  6 

6  of  6 

6  rep  in  91,  90,  max  5  in  92,  91 

Hermit  Thrush 

1 

1  of  6 

1  in  1987 

Amen  can  Robm 

6  rep,  max  55 

5  of  6 

max  213  in  1987 

Gray  Catbird 

none 

Oof  6 

Northern  Mockingbird 

A  r\f  (s 

r  \sa\J 

A  ron  nviv  S  ’T*  1 QQO 

V  i  Vp)  iiidA  U  •,  V  til  iii  a  s  \j  y 

Brown  Thrasher 

i 

3  of  6 

max  2  m  1989 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

2  rep,  max  1 

3  of  6 

2  rep  in  1990,  1987,  max  7  in  87 

Pme  Warbler 

none 

2  of  6 

1  in  1992,  1990 

Palm  Warbler 

none 

Oof  6 

Ovenbird 

none 

Oof  6 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 

none 

Oof  6 

Dickcissel 

none 

1  of  6 

1  in  1990 

Rufous-sided  Towhee 

1 

3  of  6 

6  rep,  max  2  in  1990 

Chipping  Sparrow 

none 

1  of  6 

max  2  in  1 99 1 

Field  Sparrow 

1 

2  of  6 

1  in  1990,  1991 

Swamp  Sparrow 

2 

4  of  6 

3  rep,  max  2,  both  in  1991 

White-throated  Sparrow 

14  rep,  max  7 

3  of  6 

5  rep  m  1991,  max  45  in  1987 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

1 

2  of  6 

2  rep,  max  3,  both  m  1991 

Red- winged  Blackbird 

3  rep,  max  6 

6  of  6 

10  rep  m  91,  88,  max  148  in  1989 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

4  rep,  max  4 

1  of  6 

1  in  1989 

Rusty  Blackbird 

2  rep,  max  1 6 

3  of  6 

max  4  m  1989 

Common  Grackle 

none 

6  of  6 

5  rep  in  91,  90,  max  45  in  1990 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

7  rep,  max  19 

6  of  6 

7  rep  in  1991,  max  1000  in  1989 

Comparison  with  January  shows  that  several  species  —  Northern  Shoveler,  Hooded  Merganser,  Red¬ 
shouldered  Hawk,  Killdeer,  Brown  Creeper,  Winter  Wren,  Golden-crowned  Kinglet,  Northern 
Mockingbird,  and  Chipping  Sparrow  —  were  not  recorded  again  in  February.  Many  of  these  birds  were 
simply  not  looked  for  in  February.  Others,  ducks  for  example,  may  have  retreated  from  the  area.  But 
surely  the  Chipping  Sparrows  died  from  the  continuing  stress  of  cold  weather. 

The  Common  Snipe  and  Brown  Thrasher  turned  up  after  being  absent  in  January.  They  were  probably 
here  and  not  found  before. 

Early  Migrants .  For  a  change  from  recent  years,  there  is  little  evidence  of  migrants  arriving  in  this 
February. 
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Briefly  noted.  Bellerby  noted  much  ice  in  the  lower  Niagara  River,  and  he  concluded  his  fly-past 
counts  at  the  end  of  January.  Holmes  reports  two  American  Tree  Sparrows  coming  to  a  feeder  at  Sinking 
Ponds.  Isn’t  this  unusual  for  this  species? 

Pitzrick  reports,  “Wild  food  was  scarce,  for  the  most  part,  except  for  the  continuing  bountiful  spruce 
and  hemlock  cone  crop,  box  elder  seeds,  and  sumac  and  buckthorn  fruits.  Also,  squirrels  and  rabbits  were 
plentiful  as  were  voles  which  the  deep  snow  protected  very  well.  Multiflora  rose  bushes  were  nearly  bard. 
Feeders  were  busy  even  though  the  number  of  birds  was  usually  low.” 

Schweigert  had  a  wing-barred  junco  coming  to  his  feeder.  —  Gerry  Rising 

Literature  Cited 

Beardslee,  Clark  S.  and  Harold  D.  Mitchell.  Birds  of  the  Niagara  Frontier  Region.  Bulletin  of  the 
Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences,  Volume  22,  1965. 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification 
according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (B.O.S.  1991)  has 
been  received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(0  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area. 


Name  of  Bird 

Feb. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

6,28 

1,1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mosher 

ft 

13,14 

1 

Salamanca  Twp. 

Schweigert,  Baird 

ft 

20 

2 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Sundell  et  al 

*  Homed  Grebe 

11 

1 

Celoron 

Sundell 

ft 

19,28 

1,1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mosher,  Chilton 

*  Eared  Grebe 

19 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mosher  et  al 

D. -crest.  Cormorant 

7,28 

2 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew,  Buck 

ft 

14 

7 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Watson 

t? 

19 

1 

Grand  Island 

Hess 

Great  Blue  Heron 

14 

38 

Motor  Is.,  Niag  R. 

Watson 

Bl.-cr..  Night-Heron 

7,9 

1 

Buffalo 

Brock 

Snow  Goose 

7,20,28 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew,  Buck 

Wood  Duck 

5 

1 

Port  Maitland,  Ont. 

Andrle  et  al 

Green- winged  Teal 

20 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Sundell,  Rew  et  al 

Northern  Pintail 

28F 

6 

Cold  Spring  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Gad  wall 

14 

62 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Watson 

American  Wigeon 

13,14F 

1 

Cold  Spring  Twp. 

Schweigert,  Baird 

Redhead 

14 

4 

Tonawanda 

Watson 

ft 

14 

17 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Watson 

ft 

20 

15 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Sundell  et  al 

Ring-necked  Duck 

14 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Watson 

ft 

20 

2 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew,  Sundell  et  al 

Lesser  Scaup 

10 

9 

Jamestown 

Sundell 

Old  squaw 

14 

574 

lower  Niagara  River 

Ewald 

*Surf  Scoter 

20 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Sundell 
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Name  of  Bird 

Feb. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

*  Turkey  Vulture 

14 

1 

Lowbanks,  Ont. 

Y oerg,  Henderson 

Bald  Eagle 

27 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Holmes 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

1-27 

8  reports 

throughout  WNY 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

6-28 

12  reports 

throughout  WNY 

*  Northern  Goshawk 

4 

1  imm. 

Eggertsville 

McKale 

tf 

20 

1  imm. 

Wainfleet  Twp.,  Ont. 

Watson 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

4-28 

17  reports 

3  max.  throughout  WNY 

Merlin 

17 

1 

Buffalo 

Suggs 

ft 

17-24 

1 

Buffalo 

Schopp 

Gvrfalcon 

20,27 

1 

Yates  &  Sommerset  Twps. 

D’Anna,  DiTommaso,  Watson 

ft 

25 

1 

Yates 

Rew,  Dornhaffer 

Ruffed  Grouse 

20 

1 

Sommerset  Twp. 

D’Anna  et  al 

ft 

21 

3 

Wainfleet  Twp.,  Ont. 

Watson  et  al 

*  Common  Snipe 

20 

2 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Rew,  buck 

tt 

22 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

Little  Gull 

14 

1 

Ft.  Niagara  S.P. 

Ewald 

ft 

26 

1 

Queenston,  Ont. 

Bellerby 

California  Gull 

14 

1 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 

Bellerby 

Iceland  Gull 

14 

1 

over  Ransomville 

Ewald 

ft 

25,28 

1 

Celoron 

Sundell 

L.  Black-b.  Gull 

9,10 

1  ad. 

Celoron 

Sundell 

Glaucous  Gull 

15,17 

1,2 

Celoron 

Sundell 

tf 

23 

1 

Point  Breeze 

Listman,Nicoletti 

Greater  Black-b.  Gull 

5-28 

123  max. 

Ceoron 

Sundell 

Long-eared  Owl 

5 

1 

Dunkirk 

Moshers,Tederous  + 

ft 

7,21 

3,1 

Wainfleet  Twp.,  Ont. 

Cunningham,  Faman 

ft 

20,27 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

D’Anna  et  al 

tf 

27 

6 

Port  Colbome,  Ont. 

Cunningham,  Farnan  + 

Short-eared  Owl 

7,21 

9,8 

Wainfleet  Twp.,  Ont. 

Cunningham,  Farnan 

tf 

14 

2 

Wheatfield  Twp. 

D’Anna  et  al 

ft 

20 

4 

Alden 

Wolfling 

tf 

21,27 

9,1 

Port  Col  borne,  Ont. 

Cunninghan,  Farnan  + 

Nor.  Saw-whet  Owl 

7 

2 

Wainfleet  Twp.,  Ont. 

Cunningham,  Farnan 

M 

14,25 

1 

Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

Potter  et  al 

tf 

21,27 

1,1 

Port  Colborne,  Ont. 

Cunningham,  Farnan  + 

ft 

27 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

Potter  et  al 

Red-bellied  Wdpkr. 

1-28 

2 

Warsaw 

Kunze 

tf 

6-28 

1 

Wales  Twp.  (f) 

O.  Rosche 

ft 

14 

1 

Ransomville 

Ewald 

ft 

20 

4 

Somerset 

D’Anna  et  al 

Horned  Lark 

13,14,28 

60,76,21 

Cold  Spring  Twp. 

Schweigert,  Baird 

ft 

27 

300 

Y  ates  T wp. 

Watson,  Galas  et  al 

E.a.  alpestris 

15 

28 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Rew,  Walker 

ft 

20 

100 

Y  ates  T wp. 

D’Anna  et  al 

ft 

26 

15 

Kiantone  Twp. 

Sundell 

E.a.praticola 

6 

33 

Mina  Twp. 

Rew,  Buck 

ft 

26 

25 

Kiantone  Twp. 

Sundell 

Blue  Jay 

15 

70 

Sheridan  Twp. 

R  &  C  Budmewski 

Tufted  Titmouse 

1-28 

8  reports 

throughout  WNY 

Carolina  Wren 

1-27 

5  reports 

E  &  S  of  Buffalo 

Eastern  Bluebird 

9,13 

2,6 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Budniewski 

ft 

14 

4 

Amity  Lake 

Pitznck 
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Name  of  Bird 

Feb. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Eastern  Bluebird 

14,25 

4,5 

Wilson  Twp. 

Potter  et  al 

»! 

27 

4 

Wainfleet  Twp.,  Ont. 

Cunningham,  Farnan  + 

ft 

28 

3 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Rew,  Buck 

Hermit  Thrush 

20 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna  et  al 

*  Brown  Thrasher 

20 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna  et  al 

Northern  Shrike 

9 

1 

Evans  Twp. 

Rew  et  al 

ft 

14 

1 

Stockton  Twp. 

Mosher,  Klaybor 

ft 

20 

1 

Ellery  Twp. 

Sundell 

Yellow-r.  Warbler 

6 

1 

Dunkirk 

Mosher,  Newtons 

ft 

14 

1 

Ransomville 

Ewald 

Rufous-s.  Towhee 

14 

1 

Pomfret  Twp.  (f) 

Moshers 

Field  Sparrow 

1-28 

1 

East  Aurora  (0 

Holmes 

Swamp  Sparrow 

1-28 

1-2 

East  Aurora  (0 

Holmes 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

27 

1 

Yates  Twp.  (f) 

Watson 

*  Harris  Sparrow 

26,27 

1 

Yates  Twp.  (f) 

Schopp  et  al 

ft 

26,27,28 

1 

Yates  Twp.  (f) 

Ewald  et  al 

ft 

27 

1 

Yates  Twp.  (0 

Watson  £)’  Anna,  Holmes+ 

ft 

27,28 

1 

Yates  Twp.  (f) 

Galas  et  al 

ft 

28 

1 

Yates  Twp.  (f) 

Brock  et  al 

Lapland  Longspur 

20 

10 

Y ates  T wp. 

D’Anna,  Watson  et  al 

ft 

23,25,28 

4,4,1 

Somerset  Twp. 

Ewald,  Rew  Andrle  et  al 

ff 

27 

1 

Sr.  Catharines,  Ont. 

Cunningham,  Farnan 

Snow  Bunting 

5 

140 

Charlotte  T wp. 

Rew 

ff 

20 

50 

Y  ates  T wp. 

Watson,  D’Anna  et  al 

ff 

26,27 

100 

Yates&Somerset  Twps. 

many  observers 

ff 

27 

150 

St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

Cunningham,  Farnan 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

3,20 

6,3 

T  onawanda 

Watson 

ft 

7 

1 

Sheldon  Twp.  (f) 

O.  Rosche 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

3 

2 

Langford 

Rew,  Walker 

ff 

23 

1 

Wainfleet  Twp.,  Ont. 

Cunningham 

ff 

27 

4 

St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

Cunningham,  Farnan 

Rustv  Blackbird 

20,21 

14,16 

Wainfleet  Twp.,  Ont. 

Watson  et  al. 

Brown-headed  Cow  bird  5 

4 

Wainfleet  Twp.,  Ont. 

Cunningham 

ft 

5,16 

5,1 

Tonawanda  Twp.  (f) 

Hess 

ft 

13 

2 

Dunkirk 

Budniewski 

ft 

15 

19 

Tonawanda 

Watson 

ft 

15-28 

15 

Wales  Twp.  (f) 

O.  Rosche 

Purple  Finch 

1-28 

6-22 

Great  Valiev  Twp. 

Schweigert 

ft 

1-28 

6  other  reports 

S  &  E  of  Buffalo 

*White-w.  Crossbill 

20 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

D’Anna  et  al 

Pine  Siskin 

13 

1 

Great  Valley  Twp. 

Schweigert 

American  Goldfinch 

1-28 

300(est) 

Wales  Twp.  (f) 

O.  Rosche 

ff 

1-28 

70 

Warsaw 

Kunze 

ff 

25 

25 

Carrollton  Twp. 

Eaton 

*  Evening  Grosbeak 

13,28 

3,1 

Great  Valley  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded .  117 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  .  10 

T otal  for  year . . 127 
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Owling  -Ninety-Three 
A  Frigid  February  Twenty-First 

It  was  Blaine  Faman’s  fourteenth  BOS  OWL  EXTRAVAGANZA.  Despite  cold  and  snow  and  threat  of 
freezing  rain,  a  record  throng  of  eager  birders  showed  up.  Not  so  the  owls.  Just  a  baker’s  dozen  individuals  of 
four  species  of  stngidae  deigned  to  show  themselves  to  some  eighty-odd  owlers  who  came  in  thirty  cars! 
(Breakdown:  41  Canadians  in  13  vehicles,  about  an  equal  U.S.  force,  plus  one  or  two,  in  17  cars.) 

The  Owls: 

Saw-w'het:  One  very  patient  individual  in  the  Lorraine  woodlot  miraculously  allowed  fifteen-foot  scrutiny 
by  all  (4  shifts  of  twenty  or  so). 

Short-eared:  A  total  of  (probably)  ten,  of  which  five  performed  beautifully  their  circling,  moth-like 
hunting  flight  at  close  range. 

Great  Homed:  “Look  to  the  lower  right  side  of  the  field  to  the  right  of  the  tree  trunk  and  just  over  the  top 
of  the  nest.  See  the  ear  tufts?  OK  Next!”  The  view  at  45x  through  snow  and  tree  was  not  exactly  a  photo 
opportunity. 

Long-eared:  This  one  was  even  tougher.  The  woods-beater  squad  could  flush  but  one  disgruntled  long- 
ear,  which  gave  the  assembled  gallery'  a  fleeting  glimpse  in  one  low  pass  across  an  opening  in  the  pines. 

After  that,  the  snowfall  thickened  and  we  called  it  a  day,  judging  a  try  for  Snowy  Owl  at  St.  Catharines’ 
airport  to  be  futile. 

Other  notable  ornithologica  included  a  Northern  Harrier,  a  Northern  Mockingbird,  a  flock  of  Rusty 
Blackbirds,  and  a  tiny  dark-brown  short-winged,  short-tailed  missile  which  darted  through  the  convoy,  very 
briefly  resolving  itself  into  a  Winter  Wren. 

Despite  the  rugged  weather  and  thanks  to  Blaine  Farnan’s  usual  diligent  preliminary  scouting,  the  pay  off 
was  good  fun,  a  new  species  or  two  for  several  people  and  for  a  few  — their  FIRST  OWL! 

Richard  Bvron 

j 

Little  Biddy  Birdathon  News 
Can  the  Roadrunners  Do  It  Again? 

Herewith  is  the  Little  Biddy  BELATED  report  for  the  1992  Birdathon.  We  all  know,  of  course,  which 
team  won  it:  those  wascally  Roadrunners,  the  formidable  team  which  has  been  unbeaten  (tied  once)  for  the  last  5 
years.  Hot  on  their  heels  again  was  the  Will  (we  ever  win)  ets. 

All  teams  and  participants  deserve  credit,  though,  and  we  want  to  keep  ’em  coming  for  the  1993 
Birdathon,  hence  some  changes  are  being  suggested  for  this  year’s  rules.  We  hope  to  equalize  the  teams  a  bit  by 
extending  the  time  by  an  hour— from  3  hours  to  4  hours,  and  keeping  the  other  rules  the  same.  Will  it  help  those 
of  us  who  are  a  bit  s-l-o-w-e-r  than  Dick  Collins  and  crew?  Who  knows?  Whv  not  trv? 

j 

In  this  issue  are  the  new'  rules  and  registration  form  for  the  1993  6^  Annual  Little  Biddy  Birdathon.  Come 
on,  birders,  let’s  get  those  Roadrunners! 

1992  Little  Biddy  Birdathon  Results 


Last  year,  9  teams  participated  (one  team  had  to  drop  out  due  to  illness).  Collectively  teams  spotted  a  total 
of  142  different  species,  19  w'arbler  species,  with  a  total  of  32  species  counting  as  double  pointers  (seen  by  one 
team).  A  comparison  of  all  years  will  appear  with  the  1993  Birdathon  results— in  the  June  issue  (I  promise). 

1st  Place:  “Roadrunners”:  Dick  Collins,  Mike  Galas,  Gerry  Rising,  Dean  DiTommaso.  May  16,  Iroquois 
NWR  and  vicinity.  Total  points:  104,  total  species:  85,  #  warblers:  12,  #  double  pointers:  5  (Black-bellied 
Plover,  Lesser  Yellowlegs,  Dunlin,  Northern  Waterthrush,  Yellow-breasted  Chat). 

2nd  Place:  “Will  (we  ever  win)  ets”:  Willie  D’Anna,  Betsy  Potter,  Ellen  Schopp,  Bill  Watson,  Pat 
O’Donnell.  May  23,  Iroquois  NWR  and  vicinity.  Total  points:  93,  #  species:  81,#  warblers:  6,  #  doubles:  5 
(Osprey,  Yellow-breasted  Vireo,  Golden-winged  Warbler,  Greater  Yellowlegs,  Horned  Lark). 

3rd  Place:  “Southtown  Sharpies”:  Robert  F.  Andrle,  James  Gregory,  Frances  Rew,  Barbara  Walker. 
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Ma\  18,  Tiff t  N.P.,  Times  Beach  N.P.  Total  points:  75,  #  species:  60,  #  warblers:  10,  #  doubles:  4  (American 
Bittern,  Eastern  Wood  Peewee,  White-eyed  Vireo,  Tennessee  Warbler). 

4th  Place:  “Bluebirds”:  Hans  Kunze,  Mike  Buccieri,  Marion  Bee.  May  16,  Tifft  N.P.  Total  points:  70,  # 
species:  54,  #  warblers:  12,  #  doubles:  2  (Northern  Parula,  Canada  Warbler). 

5th  Place:  “Leisurely  Ladies”:  Fran  Rew,  Audrey  Horbett,  Barbara  Walker.  May  13,  Tifft  N.P.  Total 
points:  69,  #  species:  56,  #  warblers:  10  doubles:  3  (Virginia  Rail,  Swainson’s  Thrush,  Brown  Thrasher). 

6th  Place:  “Sinking  Pond  Skippers”:  Linda  Holmes,  Cathy  Moeller.  May  14,  Sinking  Ponds,  East 
Aurora.  Total  points:  68,  #  species:  55,  #  warblers:  8,  doubles:  4  (Red-shouldered  Hawk,  Wilson’s  Warbler, 
Carolina  Wren,  Solitary  Sandpiper). 

7th  Place:  “Yellow-bellied  Saps”:  Sharon  Sisti,  Roberta  McDonald,  Jim  Horn,  H.M.  Bateman.  May  10, 
Tifft  N.P.,  Williamsville  Glen.  Total  points:  63,  #  species:  53,  #  warblers:  7,  doubles:  2  (Sharp- shinned  Hawk, 
Nashville  Warbler). 

8th  Place:  “Spring  Chickens— NOT”:  Kate  Hentz,  Beth  Robson,  Leane  Schultz,  Ruth  Williams,  Marg 
Smith.  May  9,  Point  Gratiot,  Canadaway  Creek  Nature  Sanctuary.  Total  points:  62,  #  species:  50,  #  warblers: 
6,  doubles:  6  (Red-breasted  Merganser,  Cooper’s  Hawk,  Hermit  Thrush,  Fox  Sparrow,  Bonaparte’s  Gull, 
Greater  Black-backed  Gull). 

9th  Place:  ‘Team  Junco”:  Dave  Junkin,  Marty  Junkin.  May  25,  Beaver  Meadow  Audubon  Center.  Total 
points:  61,#  species:  52,  #  warblers:  8,  doubles:  1  (Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker). 

Congratulations  and  thanks  to  all.  Thanks  also  goes  to  Ellen  Schopp  and  Alec  Humann,  who 
assisted  in  the  compilation  of  results  (always  a  fun  task)! 

H.M.  Bateman 


vi  *  vT*  o  *  »  a*  a*  a» 

Wtv 

MEMBERSHIP  NEWS 

Welcome  to  the  following  new  Associate  Members: 

Michael  Hamilton 
& 

Susan  Riordan 
172  Allen  St. 

Buffalo,  NY  14201 
Tel:  H-88 1-6709 
0-885-0743 

Welcome  to  new  Corresponding  Member: 

Brett  M.  Ewald 
2480  B aimer  Rd. 

Ransomville,  NY  14131 
Tel:  791-3508 

Correction:  Mr.  Schweigert’s  first  name  should  be  Bert. 
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Members  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  wish  to  express  sympathy  to 
member  Mary  Savile  in  the  loss  of  her  husband,  Howard. 

u#  a#  vi »  v.i> 

»T% 


BOS  MEETINGS 

Apr.  28  "From  Rainforest  to  Volcano  Peaks-Birding  in  Costa  Rica."  A  slide  presentation  by  Dr.  Robert  Andrle 
and  Donald  Roberson. 

May  12  "Grasslands."  A  slide  presentation  by  Chuck  Rosenburg  about  the  grasslands  habitat  including  songs 
of  grassland  sparrows. 

May  26  An  open  meeting  with  special  birding  games  to  challenge  all. 

June  9  Summer  picnic  meeting  at  Tifft  Nature  Preserve.  Meeting  will  start  at  6:00  P.M.  Please  eat  prior 
to  the  meeting.  Birding  at  Tifft  following  the  meeting. 

No  meetings  during  the  summer.  Happy  Summer  Birding! 

Sep.  8  "My  Summer  Vacation."  This  is  our  annual  members'  slide  night. 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  1 
through  June  15,  inclusive,  except  for  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December.  Meetings  begin  at  8 
p.m.  and  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020  Humbolt  Parkway,  Buffalo,  New  York. 


FIELD  TRIPS 


Apr.  18:  Hawk  Migration  at  Grimsby,  Ont.  Meet  at  8:00  AM  in  the  Bob  Evans  parking  lot  in  Niagara  Falls, 

NY  where  1-90  crosses  Niagara  Falls  Blvd.  (Rt.  62),  or  go  directly  to  the  Beamer  Conservation 
Area  30  mi.  into  Canada  on  the  QEW,  on  the  escarpment  above  Grimsbv.  Leader:  Bill  Burch  (773- 
3690). 


Apr.  25:  Sunday.  Braddock  Bay  Hawk  Watch.  Joint  tnp  with  Rochester  GOS.  Meet  at  7:00  AM  at  Amherst 

Book  World,  0.1  mi.  east  of  Main  &  Transit.  We  will  join  the  GOS  at  9:30  at  the  Braddock  Bay 
shelter.  Leaders:  Mike  Zebehazy  (662-6987)  and  Bob  Spahn  (GOS). 

Apr.  30:  Friday.  Deadline  for  Reservations  for  the  Cape  May  Weekend,  May  21. 


May  8-9:  Saturday-Sunday.  Presque  Isle  &  Pymatunmg  Weekend.  Contact  Mary  Saville  (662-5215)  for 

details  and  reservations  for  the  Sat.  night  dinner  and  program.  Even  a  one-day  trip  to  Presque  Isle 
State  Park  (Erie,  PA)  is  rewarding  for  warblers. 
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Mav  9: 


Sunday.  Tifft  Nature  Center.  Meet  at  7:00  A.M.  in  Tifft  parking  lot.  This  is  a  half-day  trip.  Leader: 
Bill  Watson  (695-2820). 


May  16:  Sunday.  BOS  May  Count.  Compiler:  TBA. 

May  21-23:  Saturday-Sunday.  Cape  May  Spring  Weekend  of  New  Jersey  Audubon  Society.  See  100,000 
shorebirds  eating  horseshoe  crab  eggs.  Cost  $219.  Reservations  due  by  April  30.  For  details  call 
Bill  Burch. 

May  23:  Sunday.  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie  for  warblers  and  shorebirds.  Meet  at  6:00  A.M.  at  Vermont 

and  Busti  or  6:15  at  first  parking  lot  (0.6  mi)  upstream  from  Peace  Bridge  on  Canadian  side. 
Leader:  Dick  Byron  (662-4783). 

June  2:  Wednesday.  Whip-Poor-Will  trip  and  Chinese  dinner.  Meet  at  6:00  P.M.  at  Vermont  and  Busti.  We 

will  eat  at  the  Lotus  Garden  Restaurant  in  Pt.  Colborne,  Ontario,  then  proceed  to  Wilson  Road, 
which  is  west  4  miles  on  Hwy.  3.  Non-eaters  can  meet  us  at  the  restaurant  about  7:30.  Call  the 
leader  (Mike  Galas  -  693-4892)  for  reservations  at  the  restaurant.  The  restaurant  is  at  182  West 
Street  on  the  West  bank  of  the  Welland  Canal.  It  is  about  a  block  south  of  the  southmost  canal 
bridge,  which  is  on  Clarence  St.  They  will  offer  us  a  variety  of  combination  plates  at  about  $5.00. 

June  19:  Saturday.  Evening  trip  to  Iroquois  NWR  to  watch  Prothonotary  Warbler.  Meet  at  5:00  P.M.  at 

Amherst  Book  World,  0.1  mi.  east  of  Main  &  Transit,  or  at  6:00  P.M.  on  Sour  Springs  Road 
where  it  crosses  Oak  Orchard  Creek.  Leader:  TBA. 

July  25:  Sunday.  Canadian  Shore  Tnp.  Meet  at  7:00  A.M.  at  Vermont  and  Busti  or  7: 15  at  first  parking  lot 

(0.6  mi)  upstream  from  Peace  Bridge  on  Canadian  side.  Leader:  Dick  Byron  (662-4783). 

Aug.  29:  Sunday.  Canadian  Shore  Tnp.  Meet  at  7:00  A.M.  at  Vermont  and  Busti  or  7: 15  at  first  parking  lot 

(0.6  mi)  upstream  from  Peace  Bndge  on  Canadian  side.  Leader:  Dick  Byron  (662-4783). 

Sept.  5:  Sunday.  Tifft  Nature  Center.  Meet  at  7:30  A.M.  in  the  parking  lot  for  a  half-day  trip  for  warblers 

and  shorebirds. 

Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Trip  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 

v|/  s|/ 

Remembrances  of  Harold  Axtell  are  being  collected  and  edited  for  publication  in  a 
future  issue.  Anyone  who  wishes  to  contribute  should  send  their  material  to  Bill  Burch, 

22  Brandywine  Dr.,  Grand  Island,  NY  14072  (773-3690). 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a  -Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings,  call  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  896-5200. 

•4;  T*  'A'  'l'  v4'  v4-”  vA* 

'T*  *T*  *T*  'T*  *T*  *T*  'T*  'T* 


Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler: 
Mr.  William  D’Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Drive  Extension,  Niagara  Falls,  NY  14304. 
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Time  7:00  to  11:00  A.M. 
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(Must  be  within  BOS  Territory) 


Fee:  $1.00  pier  team  member.  Make  checks  payable  to:  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 
(No  cash  please) 


Return  Registration  form  by  April  27  to: 


H.M.  Bateman 
99  Tnnitv  Place 
Buffalo,  NY  14201 


Questions/Problems:  H.  M.  Bateman  886-3980 
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Volume  59 


April  1993 

THE  MONTH:  March  1993 


Number  A 


The  February  cold  continued  but  in  March  clouds  and  snow  were  added  to  make  it  the  first  “real  winter” 
month  in  Buffalo  in  years.  The  National  Weather  Forecast  Office  recorded  it  as  the  coldest  March  in  nine 
years,  the  cloudiest  March  in  12,  and  the  third  snowiest  March  in  recorded  history.  Contributing  to  all  this 
was  the  “Blizzard  of  ’93”  on  the  13th  and  14th. 

The  average  temperature  was  30.7°,  3.1°  below  normal  for  March,  but  still  ten  degrees  higher  than  last 


March  1993  Weather 


11  13  15  17  1921  23  25  27  2931 


On  this  chart  precipitation  rounding  to  0. 1  inch  or 
more  is  reported  above  the  baselme.  Fs  represent 
fronts  passmg  through  together  with  the  direction 
from  which  they  came,  the  bars  temperature  ranges, 
and  vertical  lines  week  divisions:  thus  the  6th  was  a 
Saturday,  the  7th  a  Sunday.  Airport  data  from  the 
National  Weather  Service  Forecast  Office,  Buffalo. 


month.  Total  precipitation  was  a  near  normal  3.0  inches, 
but  snowfall  was  29  inches,  an  amount  surpassed  only  in 
the  Marches  of  1900  and  1936.  Over  half  of  that  total  — 
17.5  inches  —  fell  in  the  blizzard,  treating  us  to  the  tenth 
greatest  24  hour  snowfall  in  any  month,  third  greatest  in 
any  March.  In  fact,  Buffalo  was  at  the  western  fringe  of 
this  storm  which  paralyzed  much  of  the  eastern  third  of 
the  United  States.  Even  though  we  were  not  hit  hardest, 
it  was  the  largest  and  most  disruptive  storm  here  in  eight 
years.  There  was  also  a  five  inch  snowfall  on  the  4th  and 
5th.  The  ground  was  snow  covered  through  the  24th  to 
make  it  40  consecutive  days,  longest  in  eight  years. 

There  was  finally  mild,  even  sunny  weather  at  the  end 
of  the  month,  but  this  brought  the  worst  flooding  since 
1985.  The  wildlife  refuges  along  Tonawanda  Creek  were 
inundated  and  the  creek  itself  was  out  of  its  banks.  Lake 
Erie  stayed  frozen  so  it  had  little  effect  on  the  weather 
(the  blizzard  was  not  a  lake  effect  storm).  Winds  were 
generally  moderate,  but  there  was  one  gust  of  56  mph  on 
the  16th.  Locally  the  maximum  on  the  13th  and  14th  was 
44  mph,  but  now  only  35  mph  winds  are  required  (along 


with  low  visibility  and  heavy  snowfall  over  three  or  more  hours)  to  make  a  blizzard. 

Exceptional  Records.  The  number  of  Snow  Geese  this  year  was  quite  unusual.  About  500  (mixed 
snows  and  blues)  were  seen  at  the  end  of  the  month  in  fields  of  the  Town  of  Somerset.  This  is  well  up 
from  the  recent  year  high  count  of  55  in  1991.  As  noted  later  the  spring  hawk  migration  was  off  to  a  good 
start  in  March.  The  early  season  is  highlighted  by  four  raptors.  Northern  Goshawk,  Golden  Eagle. 
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Merlin,  and  Gyrfalcon,  of  which  only  the  goshawk  and  the  eagle  may  be  considered  migrants.  The 
other  two  are  continuing  birds  reported  last  month.  The  three  Sandhill  Cranes  represent  only  the  second 
March  record  in  eight  years;  the  only  other  was  seen  March  18,  1990.  The  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 
that  spent  much  of  the  month  in  Celoron  represents  a  recent  year  extension  into  March  of  a  species  that  is 
becoming  increasingly  common  in  earlier  winter  months;  I  note,  however,  that  the  first  individual  of  this 
species  in  this  region  and  the  second  in  the  country  was  collected  at  Tifft  Nature  Preserve  on  March  14, 
1949  (B&M,  p.  246).  Given  the  increasing  number  of  reports  of  Common  Ravens  from  the  Southern 
Tier,  it  would  seem  reasonable  to  remove  this  species  from  the  list  requiring  special  ducumentation.  The 
Harris’  Sparrow  stayed  through  at  least  the  20th  in  the  Town  of  Yates. 

Winter  visitors.  Here  is  a  comparison  with  the  previous  seven  Marches. 


Species 

1993 

1986-1992 

!  Comments 

Red-throated  Loon 

none 

2  of  7 

2  rep.  max  1,  1989.1988 

King  Eider 

none 

2  of  7 

1  in  1987,  2  in  1986 

Harlequin  Duck 

none 

1  of  7 

2  in  1989 

Rough- legged  Hawk 

max  6 

7  of  7 

max  21,  1987 

Gyrfalcon 

1 

0  of  7 

Purple  Sandpiper 

none 

1  of  7 

6  m  1991 

Little  Gull 

max  4 

6  of  7 

max  13  in  1991 

Common  Black-headed  Gull  none 

1  of  7 

1  in  1990 

Iceland  Gull 

none 

4  of  7 

max  3  in  1986 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  1 

Oof  7 

Glaucous  Gull 

none 

4  of  7 

max  1 1  in  1987 

Black-legged  Kittiwake 

none 

Oof  7 

Snowy  Owl 

1 

5  of  7 

max  2  m  1988 

Northern  Hawk  Owl 

none 

Oof  7 

Great  Gray  Owl 

none 

1  of  7 

1  in  1992 

Long-eared  Owl 

5  rep,  max  2 

6  of  7 

max  8  in  1990 

Short-eared  Owl 

5  rep,  max  6 

6  of  7 

max  13  in  1991  and  1989 

Boreal  Owl 

none 

Oof  7 

Three-toed  Woodpecker 

none 

Oof  7 

Black-backed  Woodpecker  none 

0  of  7 

Bohemian  Wax  wing 

none 

Oof  7 

Northern  Shrike 

2  rep,  max  1 

7  of  7 

13  rep,  max  3,  both  in  1991 

Lapland  Longspur 

4  rep,  max  1 1 

4  of  7 

5  rep,  max  27.  both  in  1992 

Snow  Bunting 

4  rep,  max  475 

7  of  7 

max  2000  m  1987 

Pine  Grosbeak 

none 

0  of  7 

Red  Crossbill 

2  rep,  max  2 

1  of  7 

14  in  1988 

WTute- winged  Crossbill 

1  none 

1  of  7 

38  in  1990 

Common  Redpoll 

none 

5  of  7 

6  rep,  max  75,  both  in  1992 

Pme  Siskin 

1 1  rep,  max  6 

1  oil 

max  773  banded  in  1990 

Evening  Grosbeak 

1  rep,  4  buds 

7  of  7 

9  rep,  93  max.  both  in  1987 

And  so  we  end  a  winter  that  can  only  be  described  as  a  mixed 

bag.  The  almost  complete  absence  of  winter 

finches,  with  the  notable  exception  of  that  breeding  (!)  Red  Crossbill  and  a  few  siskins,  is  evident. 

Migrants .  Here  are  the  arrival  dates  for  some 

of  this  year’s  migrants  compared  with  the  arrival  dates 

given  in  B&M: 

Species 

B&M 

1993 

Common  Loon 

Apnl  4 

March  2 1 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

March  20 

March  25 

Homed  Grebe 

March  27 

March  8 

Tundra  Swan 

March  12 

March  7 

Snow  Goose 

March  2 1 

March  6 

Wood  Duck 

March  22 

March  20 

Green- winged  Teal 

March  24 

not  recorded 

Blue- winged  Teal 

March  26 

March  26 

Northern  Shoveler 

March  28 

March  20  » 

Northern  Pintail 

March  9 

March  7 
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Species 

Gadvvall 

American  Wigeon 
Ring-necked  Duck 
Lesser  Scaup 
Hooded  Merganser 
Turkey  Vulture 
Osprey 

Red-shouldered  Haw  k 
American  Coot 
Killdeer 

Common  Snipe 
.Amen can  Woodcock 
Bonaparte's  Gull 
Eastern  Phoebe 
Tree  Swallow 
Hermit  Thrush 
Amencan  Pipit 
Savannah  Sparrow 
Fox  Sparrow 
Red-wmged  Blackbird 
Eastern  Meadowlark 
Rusty  Blackbird 
Common  Grackle 
Brown-headed  Cowbird 


B&M 

1993 

March  27 

not  recorded 

March  10 

March  2 

March  7 

March  8 

March  18 

not  recorded 

March  17 

March  20 

March  19 

March  16 

April  10 

March  23 

March  6 

March  1 

March  26 

not  recorded 

March  2 

March  7 

March  26 

not  recorded 

March  17 

March  26 

March  25 

March  27 

March  25 

March  27 

March  3 1 

March  27 

Apnl  1 

March  24 

March  28 

March  20 

Apnl  2 

March  20 

March  24 

March  27 

March  4 

March  7 

March  30 

March  25 

March  14 

March  26 

March  7 

March  7 

March  15 

not  recorded 

(Note  that  “not  recorded”  does  not  mean  that  the  species  was  not  seen;  rather  that  a  definite  arrival  date  was 
not  established  and  recorded.  Those  species  were  in  fact  seen  during  the  month.) 

This  year’s  arrival  dates  correlate  much  more  closely  with  those  of  B&M  than  in  many  recent  years.  The 
modem  coverage  by  experienced  birders  has  usually  turned  up  earlier  birds,  but  this  year's  mid-month 
storm,  the  continuing  ice  on  Lake  Erie,  and  especially  the  bad  weather  to  the  south  of  us  probably  all 
contributed  to  a  more  conservative  set  of  records.  (This  is  something  like  the  Pinatubo  amelioration  of 
global  warming.) 

Briefly  noted.  Eaton  reports  that  Wild  Turkeys  were  “somewhat  stressed  but  seem  to  have  come 
through  this  old  fashioned  winter  in  good  shape.  Abundant  white  ash  seed  continually  sprinkled  the  snow 
to  help  them  through.  Goldfinches,  Pine  Siskins,  and  Purple  Finches  ate  hemlock  seeds”  also  on  the  snow 
surface  after  the  storm. 

Those  pleasant  days  at  the  end  of  the  month  produced  good  hawk  flights.  On  the  30th  light  southwest 
winds  carried  819  Red-tailed  and  Red-shouldered  Hawks  over  Hamburg;  the  overall  total  for  the  day  was 
945.  This  flight  was  also  noted  in  the  Town  of  Sheridan.  The  migrants  continued  on  the  31st  despite 
unfavorable  winds  and  an  additional  451  of  these  species  were  recorded  with  an  overall  raptor  total  of  741. 
Included  in  those  two  days  of  counting  were  192  Turkey  Vultures.  Eaton  noted  a  nesting  pair  of  Red¬ 
shouldered  Hawks  on  the  3 1st  in  the  Town  of  Carrollton. 

On  March  19  Elizabeth  Brooks  snowshoed  into  the  State  Forestation  Land  in  the  Town  of  Ward  to  look 
for  the  Red  Crossbills  that  had  been  attempting  to  nest  there.  Taking  up  Brooks’  account;  “In  an  area  of  red 
pines  approximately  150  yards  from  the  nest  I  discovered  a  young  Red  Crossbill  calling  and  begging  for 
food.  About  five  minutes  later  an  adult  crossbill  flew  in,  silenced  the  young  bird,  and  flew  off.  I  believe 
this  is  the  first  confirmed  evidence  of  breeding  in  Allegany  County.”  Ms.  Brooks  also  banded  175  Purple 
Finches  during  March.  —  Gerry  Rising 

Literature  Cited 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification 
according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (B.O.S.  1991)  has 
been  received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(0  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area. 


Name  of  Bird 

Mar. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Common  Loon 

28F 

1 

Celoron 

Sundell 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

3 

3 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Holmes,  Ruhl 

ft 

7,13 

2,1 

Salamanca  Twp. 

Schweigert 

If 

8 

2 

Celoron 

Sundell 

ft 

31 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Holmes  (EABC) 

Horned  Grebe 

3 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Holmes,  Ruhl 

!» 

8F 

29 

Celoron 

Sundell 

ff 

13 

1 

Jamestown 

Schweigert 

ft 

20 

4 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna  (BOS) 

D. -crest.  Cormorant 

1,19 

6,1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Galas 

ff 

3 

2 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Holmes,  Ruhl 

Great  Blue  Heron 

21 

24 

Motor  Is.,  Niag.  R. 

Watson 

Tundra  Swan 

7F 

15 

over  Lackawanna 

DiTommaso 

ft 

8 

165 

Grand  Island 

Burke,  Burch 

ff 

20 

11 

Iroquois  NWR 

Harper 

Snow  Goose 

6F 

2  white 

Y ates  T wp. 

Chilton 

ft 

27 

1 

over  Orchard  Park 

Zebehazy 

ff 

27 

4  bl.,  5  wh. 

over  Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

ff 

27 

2  white 

over  Hanover  Twp. 

D’Anna  et  al 

ft 

28 

21  bl.,  2  wh. 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Galas,  D’Anna  (BOS) 

ft 

28 

11  bl.,  4  wh. 

Shelby  Twp. 

Harper 

ft 

28 

350  bl.  150  wh. 

Somerset  Two. 

Harper,  Seamans 

ft 

30 

3  white 

Langford  Pond 

Zebehazy 

ff 

30 

300  bl.  200  wh. 

Shadigee 

Hess 

ff 

31 

400  b.  100  wh. 

Somerset  Twp. 

Holmes  (EABC) 

Wood  Duck 

20F 

1 

Stockton  Twp. 

Rew,  Buck 

ff 

27 

5 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Galas,  Watson 

Northern  Pintail 

7 

4 

Willoughby  Twp. 

Sommerville 

ft 

7F 

5 

Cold  Spring  Twp. 

Schweigert 

ff 

27 

246 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

*Blue-winged  Teal 

26F 

2 

Westfield  Twp. 

D’Anna  et  al 

ft 

30 

5 

Wainfleet  Twp. 

W  &  D  Watson 

Northern  Shoveler 

20F 

3 

Beaver  Is.  SP 

Chilton 

American  Wigeon 

2F,28 

1,7 

Celoron 

Sundell 

Canvasback 

8 

64 

Celoron 

Sundell 

Redhead 

8 

22 

Celoron 

Sundell 

Ring-necked  Duck 

8F 

7 

Celoron 

Sundell 

ft 

21 

2 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Watson 

ft  « 

28 

15 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Galas,  Watson(BOS) 

50 


Vol.  59  No.  4 


Name  of  Bird 

Mar. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Lesser  Scaup 

3 

3 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Holmes,  Ruhl 

Oldsquaw 

8 

1 

Celoron 

Sundell 

Surf  Scoter 

15 

3 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Moshers 

White-winged  Scoter 

15 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Moshers 

Hooded  Merganser 

3 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Holmes,  Ruhl 

It 

20F 

1 

Stockton  Twp. 

Rew,  Buck 

II 

21 

4 

North  Tonawanda 

Galas,  Berg 

Red-b.  Merganser 

8 

32 

Celoron 

Sundell 

Turkey  Vulture 

16F 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

II 

18 

1 

over  Hamburg  Twp. 

Rew  et  al 

*  Osprey 

23  F 

1 

over  Hamburg  Twp. 

Rew,  Doering 

Bald  Eagle 

7 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Galas  , Rising,  Watson 

II 

19 

1  adult 

over  Evangola  SP 

DiTommaso 

"  19,24,27,30 

1,3, 1,1 

over  Hamburg  Twp. 

Rew  et  al 

II 

21 

1  imm. 

South  Valley  Twp. 

Schweigert 

ll 

27 

1  adult 

Elko  Twp. 

Schweigert,  Baird  et  al 

Bald  Eagle 

28 

1  adult 

Somerset  Twp. 

Harper,  Seamans 

II 

31 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Holmes 

Northern  Goshawk 

27 

1  adult 

over  Hanover  Twp. 

D'Anna,  DiTommaso  et  al 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

IF 

1 

Carrollton  Twp. 

Eaton 

II 

8 

1 

over  Lackawanna 

DiTommaso 

II 

17 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

II 

30,31 

431,241 

over  Hamburg  Twp. 

Rew  et  al 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

30,31 

388,210 

over  Hamburg  Twp. 

Rew  et  al 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

7 

6 

Yates  Twp. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

*Golden  Easle 

27 

1  adult 

over  Hanover  Twp. 

D'Anna,  DiTommaso  et  al 

Merlin 

3,5,17 

1  adult 

Buffalo 

Suggs 

Gvrfalcon 

2 

1 

Y ates  T wp. 

Rising 

II 

6 

1 

Y  ates  T wp. 

Galas,  Davis,  Rosenburg 

Wild  Turkey 

20 

10 

Somerset  Twp. 

D'Anna  (BOS) 

*  Sandhi  11  Crane 

31 

3 

Shelby  Twp. 

Holmes  (EABC) 

*Killdeer 

7F 

1 

Y ates  T wp. 

Galas, Watson  et  al 

ll 

12 

o 

Brocton 

Budniew'ski 

*American  Woodcock 

26F 

3 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

ll 

27 

1 

Sheridan  Twp. 

R&C  Budniewski 

Little  Gull 

6 

4 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

D'Anna,  Tunsk 

ll 

20-28 

1-2 

Lewiston 

Cooper 

Bonaparte's  Gull 

27F 

2 

Celoron 

Sundell 

L.Black-b.  Gull 

11,27,28 

1  adult 

Celoron 

Sundell 

Great  Black-b.  Gull 

2,4 

96,177 

Celoron 

Sundell 

Snowy  Owl 

21 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Zebehazy 

Long-eared  Owl  3,9,25,29 

2  111 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 

Potter 

ll 

29 

1 

Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

Potter 

Short- eared  Owl 

6 

4 

Yates  Twp. 

Chilton 

II 

7 

2 

Ransom  ville 

Cooper 

II 

8 

1 

Grand  Island 

Burke,  Burch 

It 

20 

6 

Yates  Twp. 

D'Anna  (BOS) 

ll 

27 

4 

Porter  T  wp. 

Galas, Rosenburg  et  al 

Nor.  Saw-whet  Owl 

2,3,9,24 

Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

Potter 

ll 

3,7,9,25 

1 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 

Potter 

ll 

6 

1 

Porter  Twp. 

D'Anna  et  al 

ll 

27 

1 

Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

Galas, Rosenburg  et  al 

*  Eastern  Phoebe 

27F 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

51 


Vol.  59  No.  4 


Name  of  Bird 

Mar. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Eastern  Pheobe 

28 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Horned  Lark 

6 

200 

Lockport  Twp. 

Galas,  Rosenburg 

*Tree  Swallow 

27 

4 

Pendleton  Twp. 

Galas  et  al 

tt 

27 

1 

Salamanca 

Schweigert,  Conklin  et  A 

ft 

27 

10 

Hanover  T  wp. 

D'Anna  et  al 

Common  Raven 

5,23-30 

1,1-2 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitznck 

Blaek-cap.Chickadee 

7 

34(  group) 

Farmersville 

Schweigert 

Tufted  Titmouse 

1-31 

8 

reports  throughout  WNY 

Carolina  Wren 

3-28 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

ft 

5 

1 

Fonthill 

Sommerville 

tf 

13 

1 

Carrollton  Twp.(f) 

Eaton 

Eastern  Bluebird 

°-27 

2-4 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Moshers 

ft 

9,10 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Hermit  Thrush 

24 

1 

Hanover  Twp. 

Chilton 

Northern  Mockingbird 

6 

1 

Yates  Twp. 

Galas  et  al 

ft 

21 

1 

Buffalo 

Zebehazy 

*  American  Pipit 

20F 

1 

Yates  Twp. 

D'Anna  (BOS) 

tf 

23,25 

1,19 

Hamburg  Tw  p. 

Rew  et  al 

tt 

27 

15 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

tf 

27 

23 

Cold  Spring  Twp. 

Schweigert  et  al 

Northern  Shnke 

7 

1 

Jos.  Davis  S.P. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

ft 

20 

1 

Orchard  Park 

Zebehazy 

Field  Sparrow 

2-28 

1 

East  Aurora(f) 

Holmes 

Savannah  Sparrow’ 

20F 

1 

Yates  Twp.(f) 

D'Anna,  Watson(BOS) 

tt 

27 

1 

Hanover  Twp. 

D'Anna  et  al 

*Fox  Sparrow 

27F 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

tf 

28 

1 

Towerville 

Sundell,Stinemans 

Swamp  Sparrow 

2-31 

1-2 

East  Aurora(f) 

Holmes 

Harris  Sparrow 

6 

1 

Yates  Twp.(f) 

Galas  et  al 

ft 

7 

1 

Yates  Tw'p.(f) 

Watson,  Galas 

tt 

20 

1 

Yates  Twp.(f) 

D'Anna,  Watson  (BOS) 

Lapland  Longspur 

6 

8 

Porter  Twp. 

D'Anna,  Tunsk 

tt 

6,7 

3 

Y ates  T wp. 

Galas  et  al 

tt 

20 

4 

Somerset  Twp. 

D'Anna  (BOS) 

Snow  Bunting 

6 

400 

Yates  Twp. 

Galas  et  al 

ft 

6 

75 

Wilson  Twp. 

D'Anna  et  al 

tt 

20 

300 

Yates  Twp. 

Watson,  D'Anna  (BOS) 

ft 

21 

118 

Freedom 

Schweigert 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

7F 

6 

Sheridan  Twp. 

R&C  Budniewski 

tf 

7F 

3 

over  East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

25F 

9 

Hamburg  Twp. 

D'Anna  et  al 

tf 

26 

1 

Hanover  T wp. 

Chilton 

ft 

26 

2 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Rusty  Blackbird 

26F 

6 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

tt 

26F 

4 

Westfield  Twp. 

D'Anna  et  al 

tt 

27 

4 

Newstead  Twp. 

Galas,  Watson 

^Common  Grackle 

7F 

2 

Lackawanna 

DiTommaso 

tt 

20 

1 

Warsaw 

Kunze 

tt 

2° 

100 

Brocton 

Budniewski 

Purple  Finch 

15-31 

175  banded 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

ft 

1-31 

8 

other  reports  East  &  South  of  Buffalo 

Red  Crossbill 

19 

1  ad.  4-  1  Yo. 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 
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Name  of  Bird 

Mar. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Red  Crossbill 

28 

1 

Farmersville  Twp. 

Chilton 

Pine  Siskin 

1-31 

1-3 

Great  Valley  Twp.(f) 

Schweigert 

ff 

5,13 

2,1 

Carrollton  T wp.(f) 

Eaton 

"  19,2 

7,29,31 

6,2, 1,2 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

ff 

24 

2 

Amity  Lake 

Pitznck 

ff 

28 

4 

Towerville(f) 

Sundell,  Stinemans 

ff 

28 

2 

Farmersville  Twp. 

Chilton 

American  Goldfinch 

1-31 

50-150 

Wales  Twp.(f) 

O.  Rosche 

Evening  Grosbeak 

7 

4 

Great  Valley  Twp.(f) 

Schweigert 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded .  127 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  .  11 

Total  for  vear . 138 

j 


IROQUOIS  N.W.R.  TRIP  -  3/28/93 

Leaders:  Watson  and  Galas 

A  scouting  trip  on  Saturday  to  the  swamps  confirmed  our  worst  fears.  The  ponds  were  still  covered  with 
snow  and  ice.  A  check  at  headquarters  on  Casey  Road  listed  only  4,000  Canada  Geese  in  the  refuge.  No  notable 
birds  were  listed  in  their  records.  To  make  matters  worse,  we  didn’t  see  the  eagles  on  Saturday. 

Sunday  morning  Hocks  of  Canada  Geese  and  a  Great  Blue  Heron  Hew  over  as  23  members  in  10  cars 
started  toward  the  swamps  via  the  sinks.  The  route  was  pre-planned  by  Bill  Burch  in  1975  (this  followed  the  route 
used  by  Marie  Wendling  when  she  lead  the  trip).  His  18  year-old  was  accurate.  It  pin-pointed  the  sinks  that  were 
full  of  water  for  the  first  time  in  years. 

Along  Tillman  Road,  an  accipiter  was  stopped.  It  didn’t  sit  long  enough  to  identify  as  a  Sharpie  or 
Cooper’s.  We  continued  on  and  listed  Great  Blues,  Canadas,  Rock  and  Mourning  Doves,  Starlings,  Grackles, 
Robins,  Crows  Cardinals,  Red-winged  Blackbirds,  Blue  Jays,  Ring-billed  Gulls,  Red-tails,  House  Finches, 
House  Sparrows,  and  finally  some  waterfowl:  9  wigeon,  2  Black  Ducks,  5  woodies  and  9  Pintails. 

A  Meadow  Lark  started  our  list  on  Ayer  Road  followed  by  Bill  Burch  spotting  a  Snipe.  Four  Rusty 
Blackbirds  in  a  nearby  tree  were  observed  by  all.  The  day  was  looking  up  from  its  slow  start.  Several  Song  and 
Tree  Sparrows  were  seen. 

As  we  turned  to  Cedar  Street  the  first  Killdeer  of  the  day  was  listed.  Water  was  everywhere  in  the 
swamps.  Cedar  Street  at  Kepsoel  was  totally  under  several  inches  of  water.  We  continued  on  to  Bartel  Road 
where  the  radio  crackled:  “Snow  Geese  Hying  above  the  lead  car.”  Willie  and  Dean  spotted  a  Hock  of  23  Snow 
Geese  — 23  blue  and  2  white.  We  didn’t  see  them  until  Mike  Hamilton  pointed  out  2  whites  in  the  distance. 
Thanks  to  his  good  spotting,  everyone  enjoyed  the  seeing  the  snows.  Moving  on  I  pointed  out  a  large  hawk  to 
Bill.  It  looked  like  a  Red-tail  from  a  distance.  But,  it  turned  out  to  be  a  Red-shouldered  Hawk.  15  Ring-necked 
Ducks,  2  Goldeneye  and  5  Hooded  Mergansers  were  seen  on  Meadville  Road. 

Cayuga  Pool  was  frozen  and  a  few  hundred  Canada  Geese  sat  on  the  ice.  Scoping  out  the  birds.  Bill 
Watson  spotted  a  lone  Turkey  Vulture  in  the  distance  as  3  Tree  Swallows  Hew  over  us. 

At  the  Casey  Road  Headquarters  a  lone  Bald  Eagle  sat  perched  away  from  the  nest.  Several  birders  noted 
the  white  head  of  a  second  bird  peering  out  of  its  nest.  A  visit  to  Cindy  and  Eric's  home  on  Salt  Road  added  a 
Downy,  Chickadee,  Goldfinches,  Junco  and  a  Purple  Finch  at  the  feeders.  A  Red-bellied  Woodpecker  called 
several  times  but  never  showed  itself  to  us.  We  ate  lunch  scoping  thousands  of  geese  on  Oak  Ridge  as  the  ram 
started  to  come  down.  Officially  the  tnp  ended  here  and  some  headed  home. 

Three  cars  took  the  long  route  home  vis  the  sinks.  We  added  a  Kestrel  and  2  Northern  Harriers  along  with 
3  Snow  Buntings  and  a  Horned  Lark  spotted  by  Bert  Schweigert  and  Mike  Hamilton.  Eighteen  more  Rusty 
Blackbirds  and  a  Turkey  Vulture  sitting  nearby  were  enough  to  send  us  all  home  happy. 

A  special  thank  you  to  my  co-leader  Bill  Watson.  It  was  his  idea  to  follow  the  sink  route.  Even  under 
pressure  to  change  the  route  from  others,  Bill  stood  fast  to  our  original  route  which  proved  fruitful. 

Mike  Galas 
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2)  After  you  have  been  called,  please  contact  the  person  or  persons  indicated  by  the  chart 

IMPORTANT:  If  you  are  unable  to  reach  your  contact  or  you  reach  an  answering  machine,  please  call  the  next  person  or  persons  down  the  tree. 
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2)  After  you  have  been  called,  please  contact  the  person  or  persons  indicated  by  the  chart. 

IMPORTANT:  If  you  are  unable  to  reach  your  contact  or  you  reach  an  answering  machine,  please  call  the  next  person  or  persons  down  the  tree 
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•p* 

BOS  MEETINGS 


May  12  "Grasslands."  A  slide  presentation  by  Chuck  Rosenburg  about  the  grasslands  habitat  including  songs 
of  grassland  sparrows. 

May  26  Special  Meeting  to  continue  Council  survey  results.  This  meeting  will  start  at  7:30  P.M.  and  will  be 
run  by  Dick  Collins.  Time  permitting,  program  and  tnp  ideas  will  be  solicited  from  the  membership. 

June  9  Summer  picnic  meeting  at  Tifft  Nature  Preserve.  Meeting  will  start  at  6:00  P.M.  Please  eat  prior 
to  the  meeting.  Birding  at  Tifft  following  the  meeting. 

No  meetings  during  the  summer.  Happy  Summer  Birding! 

Sep.  8  "My  Summer  Vacation."  This  is  our  annual  members'  slide  night. 

Interested  in  presenting  a  program?  Know  of  an  interesting  program?  Your  ideas  are 
welcomed.  Contact  Program  Chairman  Mike  Galas  (693-4892)  with  your  ideas. 


Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  1 
through  June  15,  inclusive,  except  for  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December.  Meetings  begin  at  8 
p.m.  and  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020  Humbolt  Parkway,  Buffalo,  New  York. 


^  si?  ^  ^  ^ 

'T*  *T*  'T*  “T*  'T*  'T*  'T*  *T* 

FIELD  TRIPS 


May  8-9:  Saturday-Sundav.  Presque  Isle  &  Pymatuning  Weekend.  Contact  Mary  Saville  (662-5215)  for 

details  and  reservations  for  the  Sat.  night  dinner  and  program.  Even  a  one-day  trip  to  Presque  Isle 
State  Park  (Ene,  PA)  is  rewarding  for  warblers. 

Mav  9:  Sundav.  Tifft  Nature  Center.  Meet  at  7:00  A.M.  in  Tifft  parking  lot.  This  is  a  half-day  tnp.  Leader: 

Bill  Watson  (695-2820). 


May  16:  Sunday.  BOS  May  Count.  Compiler:  TBA. 

May  21-23:  Saturday-Sunday.  Cape  May  Spring  Weekend  of  New  Jersey  Audubon  Society.  See  100,000 
shorebirds  eating  horseshoe  crab  eggs.  Cost  $219.  Reservations  due  by  April  30.  For  details  call 
Bill  Burch. 


May  23:  Sunday.  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie  for  warblers  and  shorebirds.  Meet  at  6:00  A.M.  at  Vermont 

and  Busti  or  6:15  at  first  parking  lot  (0.6  mi)  upstream  from  Peace  Bridge  on  Canadian  side. 
Leader:  Dick  Byron  (662-4783). 
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June  2:  Wednesday.  Whip-Poor-Will  trip  and  Chinese  dinner.  Meet  at  6:00  P.M.  at  Vermont  and  Busti.  We 

will  eat  at  the  Lotus  Garden  Restaurant  in  Pt.  Colborne,  Ontario,  then  proceed  to  Wilson  Road, 
which  is  west  4  miles  on  Hwy.  3.  Non-eaters  can  meet  us  at  the  restaurant  about  7:30.  Call  the 
leader  (Mike  Galas  -  693-4892)  for  reservations  at  the  restaurant.  The  restaurant  is  at  182  West 
Street  on  the  West  bank  of  the  Welland  Canal.  It  is  about  a  block  south  of  the  southmost  canal 
bridge,  which  is  on  Clarence  St.  They  will  offer  us  a  variety  of  combination  plates  at  about  $5.00. 

June  19:  Saturday.  Evening  trip  to  Iroquois  NWR  to  watch  Prothonotary  Warbler.  Meet  at  5:00  P.M.  at 

Amherst  Book  World,  0.1  mi.  east  of  Main  &  Transit,  or  at  6:00  P.M.  on  Sour  Springs  Road 
where  it  crosses  Oak  Orchard  Creek.  Leader:  TBA. 


July  25:  Sunday.  Canadian  Shore  Trip.  Meet  at  7:00  A.M.  at  Vermont  and  Busti  or  7: 15  at  first  parking  lot 

(0.6  mi)  upstream  from  Peace  Bridge  on  Canadian  side.  Leader:  Dick  Byron  (662-4783). 

Aug.  29:  Sunday.  Canadian  Shore  Trip.  Meet  at  7:00  A.M.  at  Vermont  and  Busti  or  7: 15  at  first  parking  lot 

(0.6  mi)  upstream  from  Peace  Bridge  on  Canadian  side.  Leader:  Dick  Byron  (662-4783). 

Sept.  5:  Sunday.  Tifft  Nature  Center.  Meet  at  7:30  A.M.  in  the  parking  lot  for  a  half-day  trip  for  warblers 

and  shorebirds. 

Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Trip  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 


For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a  -Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings,  call  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  896-5200. 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler: 
Mr.  William  D’Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Drive  Extension,  Niagara  Falls,  NY  14304. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer:  Jane  Heyer,  296  Westchester  Blvd.,  Kenmore,  NY 
14217  Tel.  (875-3318). 

Back  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  @  $0.50  per  copy. 

Editor:  Charles  D.  Halvorsen,  212  Main  Street,  West  Seneca,  NY  14224. 
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THE  MONTH:  April  1993 


The  National  Weather  Service  Forecast  Office  in  Buffalo  summarized  April  as  “a  typical  month  of  tran¬ 
sition  from  winter  to  spring.”  The  temperature  average  was  47.3°,  2.1°  above  normal,  and  total  precipita¬ 
tion  was  2.6  inches,  a  third  of  an  inch  below  normal.  The  rain  at  the  beginning  of  the  month  added  to  the 
problems  of  homeowners  along  Tonawanda  Creek  where  the  flooding  of  March  continued.  Only  39%  of 
possible  sunshine  was  recorded,  well  below  the  Aprii  average  of  5 1%. 

As  the  chart  shows,  temperatures  rose  and  fell 
erratically  with  the  record  high  of  8 1°  on  the  1 5th 
serving  as  a  foretaste  of  summer  as  well  as  a  re¬ 
minder  that  taxes  were  due.  This  was  followed 
the  next  day  by  a  front  that  brought  with  it  a  line 
of  thunderstorms  and  winds  of  up  to  60  mph.  By 
the  night  of  the  17th  temperatures  were  in  the  30s 
and  snow  flurries  were  recorded.  After  another 
period  of  more  moderate  weather  following  this, 
the  temperature  dropped  to  a  record  low  of  25°  on 
the  morning  of  the  27th. 

Despite  the  periods  of  mild  weather  and  the 
above  average  temperature  for  the  month,  the  en¬ 
couragement  to  migrants  was  mixed.  Weather 
systems  were  not  moving  in  from  the  south  and 
only  the  almost  stationary  front  of  the  20th  and 
21st  came  from  that  direction.  (The  front  on  the 
16th  from  the  southwest  brought  only  cold  air.) 
On  the  other  hand,  there  were  southerly  com¬ 
ponents  to  the  winds  on  almost  half  the  days  of  the  month:  on  May  2,  8-9,  15-20,  24,  and  28-30. 

The  ice  was  off  Eaton’s  Pond  in  Allegany  about  six  days  late  and  Amity  Lake  in  the  Town  of  Belmont 
thawed  a  week  late. 

Exceptional  Records.  A  Little  Blue  Heron  was  recorded  in  Tifft  Nature  Preserve  late  in  the 
month  by  a  number  of  observers.  This  species,  which  Beardslee  and  Mitchell  (B&M)  record  as  an 
“occasional  very  rare  summer  visitant”  is  more  often  found  in  the  north  in  August  when  immature  birds  in 


1  3  5  7  9  11  13  15  17  19  21  23  25  27  29 

On  this  chart  precipitation  rounding  to  0. 1  inch  or  more  is 
reported  above  the  baseline.  Fs  represent  fronts  passing 
through  together  with  the  direction  from  which  they  came, 
the  bars  temperature  ranges,  and  vertical  lines  week  divisions: 
thus  the  3rd  was  a  Saturday,  the  4th  a  Sunday.  Airport  data 
from  the  National  Weather  Service  Forecast  Office,  Buffalo. 
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white  plumage  wander  from  their  normal  range  along  the  Atlantic  seaboard,  but  there  was  a  May  22nd 
record  at  Rockhouse  Point  in  1955. 

Two  duck  species  excited  observers  this  month.  A  pair  of  Barrow’s  Goldeneyes  was  recorded  at 
Point  Abino  early  in  the  month  and  a  Gargany ,  a  beautiful  European  teal,  appeared  in  the  Tonawanda 
Wildlife  Management  Area  in  mid-month.  This  goldeneye  is  an  “occasional  very  rare  visitor,”  according  to 
B&M  who  note  about  ten  records;  I  know  of  none  that  are  recent.  The  Gargany  is  quite  another  matter:  if 
accepted,  this  would  represent  a  newcomer  to  this  region.  Some  question  has  been  raised  about  this  bird 
being  an  escape  —  along  with  a  Whooper  Swan,  a  Baikal  Teal,  and  several  other  exotics  —  from  a 
Rochester  area  waterfowl  collector  whose  pens  were  damaged  in  the  March  blizzard. 

Best  bird  of  the  hawk  migration  was  the  Golden  Eagle  in  Hamburg  on  the  7th.  Another  of  this  species 
was  reported  without  supporting  details  from  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  on  the  1 1th  and  from  the 
Town  of  Carleton  on  the  30th.  Both  the  Peregrine  Falcon  and  the  Merlin  were  recorded.  Two 
Sandhill  Cranes  were  located  in  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  one  day  earlier.  This  species, 
recorded  as  an  “accidental  very  rare  visitor”  by  B&M  and  substantiated  by  only  two  records  in  the  1880s, 
has  made  a  good  comeback  in  the  midwest  and  is  now  seen  here  more  almost  every  year.  It  has  been 
recorded  in  five  of  the  last  seven  Aprils. 

Migrants.  Here  are  the  April  arrival  dates  of  this  year’s  migrants  compared  with  the  expected  arrival 
dates  given  in  B&M.  Species  differing  from  expected  arrival  dates  by  more  than  a  week  are  in  boldface: 


Species 

Red-necked  Grebe 
American  Bittern 
Great  Egret 
Green-backed  Heron 
Bl.-cr.  Night  Heron 
Green-winged  Teal 
Ruddy  Duck 
Broad- winged  Hawk 
Merlin 
Virginia  Rail 
Sora 

Common  Moorhen 
American  Coot 
Greater  Yellowlegs 
Lesser  Yellowlegs 
Spotted  Sandpiper 
Upland  Sandpiper 
Pectoral  Sandpiper 
Caspian  Tern 
Common  Tem 
Chimney  Swift 
Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 
Least  Flycatcher 
Gr.  Crested  Flycatcher 
Eastern  Kingbird 
Purple  Martin 
N.  Rough-wing.  Swallow 
Bank  Swallow 
Cliff  Swallow 
Bam  Swallow 


B&M 

1993 

March  13 

Apnl  1 

Apnl  3 

Apnl  11 

April  19 

Apnl  4 

April  22 

Apnl  15 

March  25 

Apnl  4 

March  24 

Apnl  3 

March  23 

Apnl  9 

April  16 

Apnl  13 

March  27 

Apnl  3 

April  16 

Apnl  13 

Apnl  20 

April  27 

Apnl  22 

April  22 

March  26 

Apnl  3 

March  30 

Apnl  3 

April  6 

April  4 

April  22 

Apnl  19 

April  17 

April  22 

April  3 

April  27 

April  22 

April  8 

April  14 

April  16 

April  25 

Apnl  18 

April  2 

Apnl  1 

May  2 

Apnl  28 

May  2 

April  28 

Apnl  29 

April  30 

April  6 

April  4 

April  16 

April  15 

April  22 

April  20 

April  22 

April  29 

April  12 

April  8 

Species 
House  Wren 
Winter  Wren 
Marsh  Wren 
Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 
Bl.-gr.  Gnatcatcher 
Wood  Thrush 
Gray  Catbird 
Brown  Thrasher 
Solitary  Vireo 
Warbling  Vireo 
Nashville  Warbler 
Yellow  Warbler 
Bl.-thr.  Blue  Warbler 
Yellow-rumped  Warbler 
Bl.-thr.  Green  Warbler 
Pine  Warbler 
Prairie  Warbler 
Palm  Warbler 
Blackpoll  Warbler 
Bl.-and-white  Warbler 
American  Redstart 
Northern  Waterthrush 
Louisiana  Waterthrush 
Rufous-s.  Towhee 
Chipping  Sparrow 
Field  Sparrow 
Vesper  Sparrow 
White-crowned  Sparrow 
Bobolink 


B&M 

1993 

Apnl  27 

Apnl  19 

March  29 

April  8 

May  1 

Apnl  29 

April  9 

April  11 

Apnl  26 

April  17 

May  1 

April  18 

April  29 

Apnl  29 

April  18 

April  16 

April  25 

April  18 

May  2 

April  29 

April  29 

Apnl  28 

April  27 

Apnl  25 

May  5 

April  29 

April  16 

April  15 

April  28 

April  29 

April  20 

April  15 

May  8 

April  27 

April  26 

Apnl  24 

May  15 

April  30 

April  26 

April  25 

May  4 

Apnl  30  .• 

April  29 

Apnl  24 

April  23 

April  16 

March  28 

April  16 

April  9 

April  4 

April  2 

April  8 

March  30 

Apnl  4 

May  1 

April  28 

May  1 

Apnl  30 

As  always,  the  arrival  dates  are  a  mixed  bag.  For  passerines  the  earlydate  ratio  is  28:6,  which  certainly 
suggests  an  early  season.  The  word  “suggests”  is  appropriate  here,  because  there  are  so  many  factors  that 
influence  these  dates.  Among  them  are  coverage,  weather  and  calendar  (the  dates  of  weekends)  effects  on 
birding,  as  well  as  both  long  term  and  short  term  population  changes. 

Among  the  extreme  departures  from  normal,  surely  the  Blackpoll  Warbler  is  the  most  unusual.  This 
early  individual  of  a  species  that  usually  warns  us  of  the  impending  close  of  spring  migration  was  earlier 
by  a  week  than  even  the  aberrant  records  noted  in  B&M.  The  very  early  Wood  Thrush  is  also  six  days 
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ahead  of  B&M  aberrant  records,  but  it  is  only  three  days  earlier  than  one  recorded  in  1991 .  With  every 
other  warbler  species  early,  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  Black-throated  Green  Warbler  was  a  day  late.  I 
found  this  species  very  uncommon  throughout  the  migration  this  year  and  it  will  be  interesting  to  compare 
these  observations  with  the  results  of  the  mini-censuses. 

Briefly  noted.  The  early  date  of  the  April  Count  together  with  the  lasting  effects  of  March  make  it 
difficult  to  compare  passerine  records  with  those  of  earlier  counts;  however,  waterfowl  are  worth  our 
notice.  This  year's  total  of  swans,  geese,  and  ducks  was  up  34%  from  last  year's,  but  off  4%  from  the 
average  of  the  previous  seven  years  and  30%  below  the  high  for  that  period  in  1990.  This  I  consider  good 
news  given  the  difficulties  being  experienced  in  the  midwest. 

Bellerby  noted  a  high  count  of  20  Little  Gulls  at  Niagara-on-the-Lake  on  the  20th  and  he  compares  this 
brief  peak  with  29  last  year  on  April  13th.  He  comments  that  they  stayed  only  briefly  and  raises  a  perfectly 
reasonable  concern:  “Wonder  where  they  came  from?”  Could  it  be  that  this  was  a  small  group  that  retreated 
farther  west  along  the  Great  Lakes  and  only  now  passed  back  through  to  the  northeast  on  the  strong 
southwest  winds  that  preceded  this  date.  (Peak  winds  on  the  16th  through  20th  were  60,  40,  29,  31,  and 
36  mph,  all  from  the  southwest.) 

I  apologize  for  my  failure  to  obtain  information  about  April  hawk  flights  over  Hamburg,  but  it  is  worth 
noting  that  Listman  caught  good  flights  on  the  28th  and  30th  from  Harris  Road  in  the  Town  of  Carleton 
with  25  and  38  Sharp-shinned  Hawks;  605  and  810  Broad- winged  Hawks;  19  and  1 1  Red-tailed  Hawks. 
He  also  had  four  Rough-legged  Hawks  on  the  28th,  one  Golden  Eagle  on  the  30th  and  single  Cooper’s 
Hawks  on  each  day. 

Pitzrick  writes,  “Here  at  Amity  Lake  the  water  table  is  at  the  top  of  the  ground,  largely  due  to  the 
excessive  amount  of  snow  during  March....  Birds  were  noted  eating  sumac  and  buckthorn  fruits  — 
starvation  diet.  Feeder  watchers  gloried  in  the  number  of  species  at  their  feeders,  even  though  count  of 
most  species  was  unusually  low.”  I  have  mixed  feelings  about  her  observation  of  a  Double-crested 
Cormorant  at  Amity  Lake  on  the  21st.  The  first  of  this  species  is  exciting,  but  no  one  should  don't  look 
forward  to  being  inundated  with  this  waterfront  buzzard.  (That  useage  is  not  so  far  off,  because  I 
underastand  that  Buzzard’s  Bay  in  Massachusetts  was  named  for  cormorants  and  not  vultures.) 

A  male  Yellow-headed  Blackbird  was  reported  from  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  on  the  28th,  as 
was  a  Greater  White-fronted  Goose  on  the  18th  and  a  Golden  Eagle  on  the  1 1th  (all  without  confirmation, 
vide  Tiller).  Tiller  also  passes  on  the  information  that  the  Gargany  was  observed  there  through  the  end  of 
the  month.  —  Gerry'  Rising 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification 
according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (B.O.S.  1991)  has 
been  received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(0  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area. 


Name  of  Bird 

Apr. 

Number 

Location 

Common  Loon 

5 

1 

East  Aurora 

1! 

13 

9 

Alfred  Twp. 

*  Red-necked  Grebe 

IF 

1 

East  Aurora 

If 

8 

11 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

Observer 

Holmes 
Brooks 
Holmes 
D’Anna  et  al 


\  ol  :>9  .No.  o 
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Name  of  Bird 

Apr. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Red-necked  Grebe 

8 

18 

S had i gee 

Potter  et  al 

"  14,15,17 

1 

Bear  Lake 

Moshers 

ff 

25 

1 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Watson 

D. -crest.  Cormorant 

20 

1 

A  mi  tv  Lake 

Pitzrick,  Adams 

ff 

oo 

112 

Point  Breeze 

Listman 

It 

23 

106 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

*Amencan  Bittern 

1  IF,  19 

M 

Machias  Twp, 

Schweigert 

ft 

15 

1 

Buffalo 

.Schultz,  Horbett 

ft 

16 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson 

ft 

24 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

Great  Egret 

17 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson 

ft 

18 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

ff 

18 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Holmes 

*  Little  Blue  Heron 

19,25 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Galas,  Ruhl 

ft 

21 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Holmes,  Saville 

ft 

22 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

*  Green- backed  Heron 

15F 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

ff 

26 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Bl.-cr.  Night  Heron 

10,23 

90,86 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson 

ft 

11 

4 

Squaw  Island 

Galas 

ft 

15 

2 

Buffalo 

Schultz 

ft 

19 

3 

Tifft  N.P. 

Holmes,  Ruhl 

Tundra  Swan 

25 

1 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Watson 

Mute  Swan 

29 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

Snow  Goose 

3 

71 1-75%  blue 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna  et  all 

ft 

8 

2 

Y ates  T wp. 

D’Anna 

Green- winged  Teal 

3F 

6 

Y  ates  T  wp. 

D’Anna  et  al 

ft 

/"S 

V 

4 

Ashford  Twp. 

Schweigert 

*Garganev  (poss.  escape) 

16-18 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson  et  al 

ft 

17,18 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Galas  et  al 

ft 

19 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Rising  et  al 

Northern  Shoveler 

1 

5 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

ft 

8 

1 

Dunkirk 

Mosher  et  al 

ft 

16 

10 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Roberson,  Burch 

Redhead 

9,25 

2,17 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Ring-necked  Duck 

9 

340 

Iroq.  NWR  &  vicinity 

Watson 

White-winged  Scoter 

12 

2 

Amitv  Lake 

Pitznck,  Adams 

*  Barrow’s  Goldeneve 

5 

2 

Point  Abino,  Ont. 

Rising,  Hamilton 

ft 

5 

1 

Point  Abino,  Ont. 

Watson 

ft 

5 

2 

Point  Abino,  Ont. 

Galas  et  al 

ft 

6 

1 

Point  Abino,  Ont. 

D’Anna,  DiTommaso 

*  Ruddy  Duck 

9F,25 

7,5 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Watson 

ft 

26 

5 

Bear  Lake 

Mosher 

ft 

27 

3 

Iroquois  NWR 

Hess 

ft 

28 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Holmes  et  al 

Osprey 

6 

1 

Wilson  Twp. 

Potter 

ft 

8 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitznck 

ft 

25 

7 

over  Hamburg  Twp. 

Andrle  et  al 

Bald  Eagle 

3,17 

3,1 

Iroq.  NWR  &  vicin. 

Watson 

ft 

30 

1 

Carlton  Twp. 

Listman 

Northern  Goshawk 

29 

1  PDBA 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

*  Broad-winged  Hawk 

13F 

1 

over  Hamburg  Twp. 

Andrle  et  al 

61 
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Name  of  Bird 

Apr. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Broad-winged  Hawk 

18 

1 

McCarty  Hill  S.P. 

Schweigert 

»  0 

:4, 28,30 

30,605,810 

Carlton  Twp. 

Listman 

Golden  Easle 

7 

1  ad. 

over  Hamburg  Twp. 

Andrle  et  al 

Merlin 

3F 

1  ad. 

Yates  Tu  p. 

D'Anna  et  al 

tf 

12 

1 

Sheridan  Twp. 

Chilton 

Peregrine  Falcon 

8 

1  imm. 

Yates  Twp. 

D’Anna  et  al 

*  Virginia  Rail 

13F 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

*Sora 

27F 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Benham 

*  Common  Moorhen 

°2F 

3 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson 

American  Coot 

3F 

1 

Buffalo 

Schultz 

Sandhill  Crane 

6 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

P  &  M  Benham 

^Greater  Yellowlegs 

3F,  17 

1,12 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson 

ft 

6,13,15 

9,13,16 

Kiantone  Twp. 

Sundell 

ft 

8 

1 

Carlton  Twp. 

Listman 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

17 

2 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson 

*  Spotted  Sandpiper 

19F 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

ft 

20 

1 

Buffalo 

Schultz 

*  Upland  Sandpiper 

oop 

3 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

*  Pectoral  Sandpiper 

27F 

2 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Hess 

Purple  Sandpiper 

10.23 

4,2 

Goat  Island 

Watson 

Common  Smpe 

8 

3 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

ft 

8 

5 

Y ates  Twp. 

D’Anna  etal 

Little  Gull  12 

:,123,14 

20,5,1 

Niagara-on-Lake 

Bellerby 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

12 

400 

Niagara-on- Lake 

Bellerby 

ft 

18 

230 

Barcelona  Harbor 

Sundell 

Glaucous  Gull 

18 

1 

Westfield  Twp. 

Sundell 

*  Caspian  Tern 

8F 

1-3 

Y  ates  T wp. 

D’Anna  et  al 

ft 

16 

1 

Fredoma 

Mosher 

ft 

18 

20 

Barcelona  Harbor 

Sundell 

^Common  Tern 

16F 

5 

Buffalo 

Mueller 

ft 

18 

4 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Andrle  et  al 

Long-eared  Owl 

6,9,15 

1,1,1 

Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

Potter 

ft 

11 

2 

Potter  Twp. 

Potter  et  al 

Nor.  Saw-whet  Owl 

6,9,15 

3,1,1 

Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

Potter 

ft 

8 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

Potter  et  al 

*Chimney  Swift 

18F 

3 

Amity  Lake 

Pitznck 

ft 

28 

5 

Jamestown 

Sundell 

Red- headed  Wdpkr. 

13 

1 

Lakeside  Beach  S.P. 

Listman 

*Yellow-b.  Sapsucker 

IF 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitznck 

ft 

8 

3 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

ft 

8 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Northern  Ricker 

25 

13 

Tifft  N.P. 

Galas 

*  Least  Rycatcher 

28F 

1 

Amitv  Lake 

Pitznck 

ft 

30 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

tf 

30 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

tf 

30 

1 

Frankinville  Twp. 

Holmes 

ft 

30 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

*Gr.  Cr.  Rycatcher 

28F 

1 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Andrle,  Rew 

ft 

29 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

*  Eastern  Kingbird 

3  OF 

1 

Shendan  Twp. 

Budmewski 

Purple  Martin 

24 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Tiller 

ft 

25 

1 

Buffalo 

Schultz 

62 
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Name  of  Bird 

Apr. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

*N.  Rough- w.  Swallow 

15F 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

n 

16 

10-12 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

*Bank  Swallow 

20F 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

*  Cl  iff  Swallow 

29F 

6 

Ceres 

V  &  R  Pitznck 

*Bam  Swallow 

8F 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

!» 

17 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson 

Common  Raven 

27 

1  PDBA 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

Brown  Creeper 

8 

14 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna  et  al 

*  House  Wren 

19F 

1 

Buffalo 

Henderson 

it 

23 

1 

Buffalo 

Schultz,  Horbett 

Winter  Wren 

8F 

1 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Holmes,  Ruhl 

ft 

9 

1 

Buffalo 

Mueller 

*  Marsh  Wren 

29F 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

*Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

1  IF 

1 

Mac  hi  as  Twp. 

Schweigert 

II 

15 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

ft 

15 

1 

Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

Potter 

*Bl.-gr.  Gnatcatcher 

17F 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Benham 

Eastern  Bluebird 

6 

17 

Carlton  Twp. 

Listman 

Hermit  Thrush 

8 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

it 

10 

3 

McCarty  Hill  S.P. 

Schweigert 

*Wood  Thrush 

18F 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Davis 

it 

28 

1 

Lake  Erie  S.P. 

Budniewski 

*Gray  Catbird 

29F 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

Brown  Thrasher 

16F 

1 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

it 

20 

2 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

*  Solitary'  Vireo 

18F 

1 

Stockton 

Moshers 

it 

18F 

1 

McCarty  Hill  S.P. 

Schweigert 

*Warbling  Vireo 

29F 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

*Nashville  Warbler 

28F 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

tt 

30 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

*  Yellow  Warbler 

25F 

1 

Buffalo 

Schultz 

tt 

28 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

It 

28 

1 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Andrle,  Rew 

*Bl.thr.  Bl.  Warbler 

29F 

1 

Buffalo 

Schultz,  Horbett 

Yellow-r.  Warbler 

15F 

2 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

it 

16 

1 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

it 

24 

30 

Burgeson  WS 

Sundell 

*Bl.-thr.  Green  Warbler 

29F 

2 

East  Aurora 

Holmes,  Ruhl 

it 

29F 

1 

Jamestown 

Sundell 

tt 

29F 

1 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

*Pine  Warbler 

15F 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Heyer,  Csont 

"  15F,29 

2  2 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

It 

18,20 

2,1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

tt 

19 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Galas 

tt 

21 

2 

Tifft  N.P. 

Holmes,  Saville 

it 

21 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

*Praine  Warbler 

27F 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

*Palm  Warbler 

24F 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

tt 

25 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

*Blackpoll  Warbler 

30F 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Schooley, Benham 

*Bl.-and-w.  Warbler 

25F 

1 

Buffalo 

Schultz 

*  American  Redstart 

30F 

1 

Buckhom  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 
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Name  of  Bird 

Apr. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

*  Northern  Waterthrush 

24F 

o 

Ashford  Twp. 

Chilton 

II 

27 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Benham 

*La.  Waterthrush 

16F 

1 

Carrollton  Twp. 

Eaton 

f! 

29 

1 

Pom  fret  Twp. 

Mosher 

Rufous-s.  Towhee 

16F 

1 

Amitv  Twp. 

Pitznck 

II 

17 

1 

McCarty  Hill  S.P. 

Schweigert 

Amer.  Tree  Sparrow 

25 

o 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

if 

30 

4 

Buffalo 

Schultz 

Chipping  Sparrow 

8 

2 

Wales  Tw'p.(f) 

O.  Rosche 

if 

9 

1 

Niagara  Falls(f) 

Roberson 

Field  Sparrow 

8F 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

D’Anna  et  al 

M 

9 

1 

Carlton  Twp. 

Watson 

u 

10 

1 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitznck 

Vesper  Sparrow 

7 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

.  II 

8 

o 

Y ates  T wp. 

D’Anna  et  al 

ll 

11 

3 

Wilson  Twp. 

D’Anna  et  al 

♦♦ 

22 

1 

Pomfret 

Mosher 

II 

26 

1 

Ellerv  Twp. 

Mosher 

Fox  Sparrow' 

8 

5 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

II 

8 

5 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

D’Anna  et  al 

II 

9 

4 

Buffalo 

Schultz,  Horbett 

Swamp  Sparrow' 

4F 

2 

Sheridan  Twp. 

Budniewski 

II 

6 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

12 

20 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

ll 

25 

74 

Tifft  N.P. 

Galas 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

28F 

1 

Sheridan  Twp. 

C.  Budniewski 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

11 

49 

McCarty  Hill  S.P. 

Schweigert 

*  Bobolink 

30F 

1 

Amitv  Twp. 

Pitznck 

Red  Crossbill 

3-18 

3-13 

McCarty  Hill  S.P. 

Schweigert 

"  1 

2,24,27 

2,4,1 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

Pine  Siskin 

1-30 

12  max. 

10  reports  Southern  Tier 

American  Goldfinch 

1-30 

75-40 

Wales  Twp.(f) 

O.  Rosche 

ll 

4,17 

49,57 

Great  Valley  Twp.(f) 

Schweigert 

Evening  Grosbeak 

4 

7 

Great  Valley  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded . 138 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  .  50 

Total  for  year . 188 


1993  B.  O.  S.  April 
Bird  Count 


April  4,  1993 

Weather:  AM  -  Mostly  overcast  in  the  morning  with  temps  in  high  20’s  to  mid  30’s.  Some  light  rain  &  snow  in 
some  territories.  Winds  light  to  moderate. 

PM  _  Overcast  in  the  afternoon  with  temps  in  the  high  30’s  to  low  40’s. 

COMPILATION: 

The  following  is  a  list  of  species  on  the  count  followed  by  the  total  number  observed.  Where  a  species  was 


64 


V  Ol.  39  .No  3 


recorded  in  three  or  fewer  sections,  the  section  numbers  are  given  in  parentheses.  Underlined  names  indicate 
a  species  for  which  an  acceptable  written  verification  was  received.  F  represents  first  date  for  spring 
migration.  *  represents  first  date  for  the  year. 

LOONS  -  DUCKS 


Common  Loon  -  16 
Pied-billed  Grebe  -  7 
Homed  Grebe  -  27 
D.-cr.  Cormorant  -  3  (20) 

Great  Blue  Heron  -  429 
*Great  Egret  -  2F  (7,8) 

Bl.-cr.  Night-Heron  -  21  (2,  14) 
T undra  Swan  -  62 
Snow  Goose  -  97  (5,  10) 
Canada  Goose  -  40,730 
Wood  Duck  -  369 
Green-winged  Teal  -  108 
Am.  Black  Duck  -  123 
Mallard  -  3,077 
Northern  Pintail  -  607 
Blue-winged  Teal  -  70 
Northern  Shoveler  -  15 
Gad  wall  -  23 


American  Wigeon  -  219 
Canvasback  -  464 
Redhead  -  57 
Ring-necked  Duck  -  955 
Greater  Scaup  -  2,973 
Lesser  Scaup  -  802 
unidentified  scaup  -  1,001 
Oldsquaw  -  309 
Black  Scoter  -  2  (5) 

White-w.  Scoter  -  20  (3,4,5) 
Barrow’s  Goldeneye  -  2  (8) 
Common  Goldeneye  -  2,550 
Bufflehead  -  1,580 
Hooded  Merganser  -  618 
Common  Merganser  -  3,701 
Red-br.  Merganser  -  1,670 
*  Ruddy  Duck  -  2F  (6) 


RAPTORS  -  RAILS 


Turkey  Vulture  -  2,257 
Osprey  -  6 
Bald  Eagle  -  5 
Northern  Hamer  -  97 
Sharp-sh.  Hawk  -  103 
Cooper’s  Hawk  -  33 
Red-shouldered  Hawk  -  230 
Red-tailed  Hawk  -  715 
Rough-legged  Hawk  -  54 


American  Kestrel  -  240 
Merlin  -  2  (3) 
unidentified  hawks  -  93 
Ring-necked  Duck  -  35 
Ruffed  Grouse  -  28 
Wild  Turkey  -  156 
American  Coot  -  64 
Sandhill  Crane  -  3  (20) 


PLOVERS  -  TERNS 


Killdeer  -  504 

Greater  Y ellowlegs  -  3  ( 10, 1 1) 

*  Lesser  Yellowlegs  -  IF  (28) 

Common  Snipe  -  47 
American  Woodcock  -  37 

DOVES  - 

Rock  Dove  -  2,247 
Mourning  Dove  -  1,734 
Eastern  Screech  Owl  -  6  (3,7) 

Great- Homed  Owl  -  22 
Snowy  Owl  -  2  (9,1 1) 

Barred  Owl  -  5 


Little  Gull  -  4  (3) 

Bonaparte’s  Gull  -  116 
Ring-billed  Gull  -  100,172 
Hemng  Gull  -  7,307 
Gr.  Bl.-b.  Gull  -  198 

SWALLOWS 

Red-bellied  Wdpkr.  -  28 
Yellow-b.  Sapsucker  -  1  (21) 
Downy  Wdpkr.  -  405 
Hairy  Wdpkr.  -  115 
Northern  Flicker  -  56 
Pileated  Wdpkr.  -  20 
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Long -eared  Owl  -  1  (8) 

Short-eared  Owl  -  4  (3,7) 

Belted  Kingfisher  -  56 
Red-headed  Wdpkr.  1  (5) 

JAYS  - 

Blue  Jav  -  1,561 
American  Crow  -  4,673 
Common  Raven  -  6  (28) 

Black-c.  Chickadee  1,785 
Tufted  Titmouse  -  72 
Red-br.  Nuthatch  -  54 
White-br.  Nuthatch  -  285 
Brown  Creeper  -  26 
Carolina  Wren  -  21 


Eastern  Phoebe  -  78 
Homed  Lark  -  94 
Purple  Martin  IF  (3) 

Tree  Swallow  -  245 

STARLINGS 

Winter  Wren  -  3  (7,18) 
Golden-cr.  Kinglet  -  15 
Eastern  Bluebird  -  82 
Hermit  Thrush  3  (1 1,13) 
American  Robin  -  9,532 
Northern  Mockingbird  -  9 
American  Pipet  -  181 
Cedar  Waxwing  -  240 
European  Starling  -  19,798 


WARBLERS  -  FINCHES 


Red-winged  Blackbird  -  13,046 
Eastern  Meadowlark  -  149 
Rusty  Blackbird  -  233 
Common  Grackle  -  9,014 
Brown-headed  Cowbird  -  1,981 
Purple  Finch  -  285 
House  Finch  -  3,454 
Red  Crossbill  -  6(18,24,28) 
Pine  Siskin  -  97 
American  Goldfinch  -  1,530 
Evening  Grosbeak  -  7  (24) 
House  Sparrow  -  2,283 

Dark-eyed  Junco  -  1,380 

STATISTICS 

Species  Count  -  123  -  Below  Average 
Individuals  -  255,101  -  Above  Average 


Y ellow-r.  Warbler  -2(11) 
Northern  Cardinal  -  73 1 
American  Tree  Sparrow  -  621 
Chipping  Sparrow  -  26F 
Field  Sparrow  -  3  (12,19,20) 
*  Vesper  Sparrow  -  IF  (16) 
Savannah  Sparrow  -  5  (1,7) 
Fox  Sparrow  -  25 
Song  Sparrow  -  1,458 
Swamp  Sparrow  -  1  IF 
White-thr.  Sparrow  -  67 
White-cr.  Sparrow  -  19 


Observers  -  278  -  Below  Average 

RECORD  HIGH  COUNTS:  Snow  Goose  -  97 

Total  -  16  Mallard  -  3,077  (Double  Prev.  High) 

Bufflehead  -  618 

Barrow’s  Goldeneye  -  2  (First  Time) 
Hooded  Merganser  -  618 
Turkey  Vulture  -  2,257 
Cooper’s  Hawk  -  33 
Red-shouldered  Hawk  -  230 
Red-tailed  Hawk  -  715 
Sandhill  Crane  -  3  (2nd  Report) 

Blue  Jay  -  1,561 
Common  Raven  -  6 
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OTHER  HIGH  COUNTS: 
Total  9 


Tufted  Titmouse  -  72 
Carolina  Wren  -  21 
House  Finch  -  3,434 
American  Goldfinch  -  1,530 

Great  Blue  Heron  -  429  (2nd  Highest) 
Great  Egret  -  2  (Tied  High  Count) 
Northern  Pintail  -  607  (20  Y r.) 
Canvasback  -  464  ( 10  Yr.  High) 
Common  Goldeneye  -  2,550  ( 10  Yr.) 
Bald  Eagle  -  5  ( 10  Yr.  High) 

Merlin  -  2  (2nd  Highest) 

Rock  Dove  -  2,247  (35  Yr.  High) 


Blue- winged  Teal  -  70  (25  Yr.  Low) 

Ruffed  Grouse  -  28  ( 10  Yr.  Low) 

Greater  Yellowlegs  -  3  ( 10  Yr.  Low) 

Bonaparte’s  Gull  -  1 16  ( 10  Yr.  Low) 

Yellow-b.  Sapsucker -  1  (10  Yr.  Low) 

Northern  Ricker  -  56  (20  Yr.  Low) 

Tree  Swallow  -  245  (10  Yr.  Low) 

Bam  Swallow  -  0  (20  Y r.  Low) 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet  -  (30  Y r.  Low) 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet  -  0  ( 10  Yr.  Low) 

Gray  Catbird  -  0  ( 15  Yr.  Low) 

Rufous-sided  Towhee  -  All  Time  Low 
Field  Sparrow  -  3  (30  Y r.  Low) 

Vesper  Sparrow  -  1  (45  Yr.  Low) 

Savannah  Sparrow  -  5  (35  Yr.  Low) 

Song  Sparrow  -  1,458  (30  Yr.  Low) 

Evening  Sparrow  -  7  (25  Yr.  Low) 

Little  Gull  -  4 

Snowy  Owl  -  2  (First  Since  1975) 

OBSERVERS:  Compilers  names  are  underlined. 

1)  Davis  Cooper  ,  Gary  Novosel 

2)  Robert  Wagner,  John  Filor 

3)  Willie  D'Anna  Betsy  Potter,  Walter  and  Harriet  Klabunde,  Dean  DiTommaso 

4)  Bob  Brock,  Dave  Doty,  Bill  Watson 

5)  Dick  Christensen,  Peg  Christensen,  Gail  Seamans,  Marion  Smith,  Morgan  Jones,  Bill  Burch,  Don 
Brasure,  Bill  Townsend,  Bob  Lipp 

6)  Joe  Thill, ,  Bob  Andrle,  John  Thill,  Jerry  &  Nina  Chappie,  Jim  Gregory 

7)  _Marcya  Foster,  Drew  Campbell,  B  &  J.  Faman,  Blayne  Faman,  M.  Jacklin,  R.  Knapton 


UNUSUAL  SIGHTINGS: 
Total  2 


LOW  COUNTS: 
Total  17 
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8)  Mike  Ze  be  hazy,  Ellen  Schopp,  Jane  Heyer,  Margaret  Stewart 

9)  Don  Roberson,  Tom  Burke,  Tom  Insalaco 

10)  Dick  Collins,  Mike  Galas,  Jerry  Rising, 

1 1)  Dick  Collins,  Sharon  Sisti,  Tim  Collins,  Nancy  Collins,  Bruce  Johnson 

12)  Ann  Bauer,  Tom  Harper,  Linda  Holmes,  M.  Ruhl,  W.  Voss,  B.  Bee,  J.  Lesser 

13)  Joe  DiDomemco,  Diane  DiDomenico,  Robert  &  Eileen  Hull 

14)  Marian  Domhaffer,  R.  &  V.  Anton,  D.  Barber,  K.  Brandes,  P.  Hanson,  D.  Happ.  A.  Hunley,  R.  &  L. 
Leonard,  E.  Mauser,  S.  Ratigan,  S.  Saunders,  A.  Segebarth,  B.  Walker,  M.  Wooley 

15)  Bill  Bogacki,  Art  &  Olga  Rosche 

16)  Fran  Rew.  Gil  &  Mary  Lange,  Lois  Buck,  Tom  Connare 

17)  Wavel  &  Maxine  Barber,  Audrey  Horbett,  E.  Berst,  J.  Carey,  M.  Hamilton,  S.  Riordan,  L.  Schultz 

18)  Bruce  Chilton 

19)  Vesta  Rice  &  Alice  Evans,  F.  Clancy,  R.  Andrews,  E.  Smith,  MM  E.  Smith,  MM  O.  Williams,  L.  Wilson, 
MM  R.  Wilson,  L.  Hotchkiss,  T.  Clark,  H.  Lang,  D  &  H  Lilly,  MM  R.  Nicholson,  E.  Marvin,  L.  Mills,  J. 
O’ Banks,  F.  Hodnett,  R.  Beilewicz 

20)  Katnv  Souther,  R.  &  C.  Budmewski,  Clarke,  Faver,  Goetz,  J.  Gula,  Sr.,  Klaybor,  Mahoney,  Neveu, 
Ruska,  Smith,  Stanley,  Stoll,  Schafer,  Welch, 

21)  Bob  Sundell,  D.  Cordosi,  J.  Heilman,  C.  Roby,  J.  Nelson,  J.  Cheney,  J.  Pigman,  D.  &  M.  Stineman,  T. 
Suckow,  J.  Swanson 

22)  Bob  Sundell,  D.  Cordosi,  L.  O'Brien,  S.  &  S.  Allen 

23)  Bob  Sundell,  D.  Cordosi,  S  &  J  Maggio,  J.  Pigman,  T.  Simons,  E.  Rexford,  S.  &  S.  Allen 

24)  Tim  Baird,  Bert  Schweigert 

25)  Tim  Baird,  A.  &  L.  Bordonaro,  J.  Mosher,  C.  Mosher,  J.  Reed 

26)  Doris  Burton,  B  Smalley,  A.  &  M.  Scott,  M.  Jordan,  MM  L.  Bump,  J.  Young 

27)  Doris  Burton,  D.  Hurlbert,  E  &  D  King,  L.  Simons,  N.  Ives,  M.  Bamnett,  R.  &  C.  James,  E.  Cronauer,  A. 
&  G.  Dunham,  H.  Link,  R.,  V.,  N.  &  M.  Pitznck 

28)  Dons  Burton,  C.  Klineensmit.  V.  Pitznck,  D.  Converso,  and  83  members  of  the  Allegany  Bird  Club. 

Compiler:  RICHARD  COLLINS 
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BOS  MEETINGS 

No  meetings  during  the  summer.  Happy  Summer  Birding! 

Sep.  8  "My  Summer  Vacation."  This  is  our  annual  members'  slide  night. 

Interested  in  presenting  a  program?  Know  of  an  interesting  program?  Your  ideas  are  welcomed. 
Contact  Program  Chairman  Mike  Galas  (693-4892)  with  your  ideas. 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  1 
through  June  15,  inclusive,  except  for  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December.  Meetings  begin  at  8 
p.m.  and  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020  Humbolt  Parkway,  Buffalo,  New  York. 


FIELD  TRIPS 


June  19:  Saturday.  Evening  trip  to  Iroquois  NWR  to  watch  Prothonotary  Warbler.  Meet  at  5:00  P.M.  at 

Amherst  Book  World,  0.1  mi.  east  of  Main  &  Transit,  or  at  6:00  P.M.  on  Sour  Springs  Road 
where  it  crosses  Oak  Orchard  Creek.  Leader:  TBA. 

July  25:  Sunday.  Canadian  Shore  Tnp.  Meet  at  7:00  A.M.  at  Vermont  and  Busti  or  7: 15  at  first  parking  lot 

(0.6  mi)  upstream  from  Peace  Bridge  on  Canadian  side.  Leader:  Dick  Byron  (662-4783). 

Aug.  29:  Sunday.  Canadian  Shore  Tnp.  Meet  at  7:00  A.M.  at  Vermont  and  Busti  or  7: 15  at  first  parking  lot 

(0.6  mi)  upstream  from  Peace  Bndge  on  Canadian  side.  Leader:  Dick  Byron  (662-4783). 

Sept.  5:  Sunday.  Tifft  Nature  Center.  Meet  at  7:30  A.M.  in  the  parking  lot  for  a  half-day  trip  for  warblers 

and  shorebirds. 

Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Tnp  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a -Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings,  call  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  896-5200. 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler: 

Mr.  William  D’Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Dnve  Extension,  Niagara  Falls,  NY  14304. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer:  Jane  Heyer,  296  Westchester  Blvd.,  Kenmore,  NY 

14217  Tel.  (875-3318). 

Back  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  @  $0.50  per  copy. 

Editor:  Charles  D.  Halvorsen,  212  Main  Street,  West  Seneca,  NY  14224. 
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Volume  59  June  1993  Number  6 

THE  MONTH:  May  1993 

The  National  Weather  Service  Forecast  Office  summarized  this  May  as  “a  dry  and  pleasant  spring  month 
in  Buffalo;”  there  was,  however,  more  to  it  than  that.  The  temperature  average,  57.0°  F,  was  a  half  degree 
above  average,  but  this  masked  two  very  different  periods:  the  first  12  days  7°  above  and  the  remaining  19 
days  5°  below  normal.  Record  highs  were  matched  on  the  9th  (81°)  and  set  by  3°  on  the  10th  (86°).  Mean¬ 
while  the  rainfall  total  of  1.8  inches 
was  just  over  half  of  the  average  3.2 
inches.  And  even  at  that,  two-thirds 
of  that  rain  fell  in  a  veritable  deluge 
on  the  last  day  of  the  month!  Thus 
this  May  was  a  very  dry  month. 

It  was  a  mixed  month  for  birders. 
Weekends  were  mostly  pleasant 
with  8  of  1 1  sunny  days  and  only 
Memorial  Day  with  rain,  but  the 
early  mild  weather  brought  out  the 
leaves  in  force  making  observation 
difficult.  The  weather  systems  that 
moved  through  early  in  the  month 
were  generally  from  the  west  and 
even  north  and  did  not  produce  any 
spectacular  fall-outs  of  birds.  Such 
fall-outs  still  do  occur:  I  have  heard 
from  birders  in  Syracuse  and 
Chicago  describing  quite  remarkable 
numbers  of  birds  after  a  special 
combination  of  weather  features.  Perhaps  one  day  that  will  happen  again  here. 

Exceptional  Records.  May  did  not  produce  eyebrow  raising  records  like  out-of-range  species,  but 
many  of  the  “usual”  uncommon  birds  were  recorded.  Among  these  were  (with  number  of  times  recorded  in 
May  out  of  the  past  seven  years  in  parentheses):  Brant  (3),  Northern  Goshawk  (3),  Merlin  (1),  Peregrine 
Falcon  (3),  Short-eared  Owl  (1),  Northern  Saw-whet  Owl  (1),  Common  Raven  (3),  Prothonotary  Warbler 
(6),  Orchard  Oriole  (7),  and  Red  Crossbill  (3).  The  three  Brant  recorded  on  the  12th  are  undoubtedly  part 


On  this  chart  precipitation  rounding  to  0. 1  inch  or  more  is  reported  above  the 
baselme.  Fs  represent  fronts  passing  through  together  with  the  direction  from 
which  they  came,  the  bars  temperature  ranges,  and  vertical  lines  week  divi¬ 
sions:  thus  the  1st  was  a  Saturday,  the  2nd  a  Sunday.  Airport  data  from  the 
National  Weather  Service  Forecast  Office,  Buffalo. 


70 


Vol.  59  No.  6 


of  the  late  direct  overland  migration  from  New  Jersey  coastal  estuaries  to  James  Bay;  more  of  these  birds 
are  recorded  east  of  us  in  Lake  Ontario  and  the  St.  Lawrence  River.  Earlier  migrants  of  this  species  follow 
the  Atlantic  coast  north  (Palmer).  The  Merlin,  peregrine,  and  two  owls  are  almost  certainly  late  migrants, 
although  the  saw-whet  has  nested  in  this  region  (Andrle  and  Carroll).  The  goshawk,  raven,  Prothonotary 
Warbler,  and  Orchard  Oriole  breed  here  if  rarely.  And  the  crossbill  is  a  typical  lingerer  after  last  winter’s 
small  incursion. 

Migrants.  Here  is  the  final  listing  of  arrival  dates  for  some  of  this  year’s  migrants  compared  with  the 
common  or  expected  arrival  dates  given  in  Beardslee  and  Mitchell  (B&M)  and  also  compared  with  the 
average  arrival  dates  for  the  previous  seven  years.  The  list  does  not  include  species  reported  earlier  this 
year.  Note  that  the  extra  coverage  of  the  May  Count  on  the  16th  affects  the  records.  Plus  values  represent 
early  arrivals  and  minus  late. 


Species 

1992 

B&M 

+/- 

7  Yr  Ave 

+/- 

Black-bellied  Plover 

May  16 

May  15 

-1 

May  15 

-1 

Semipalmated  Plover 

May  15 

May  13 

-2 

May  8 

-7 

Whimbrel 

May  23 

May  21 

-2 

May  25 

+2 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

May  16 

May  17 

+  1 

May  17 

+  1 

Red  Knot 

May  28 

May  24 

-4 

May  23 

-5 

Sander  ling 

May  23 

May  17 

-6 

May  22 

-1 

Semipalmated  Sandpiper 

May  15 

May  14 

-1 

May  20 

+5 

Least  Sandpiper 

May  8 

May  10 

+2 

May  6 

-2 

White-rumped  Sandpiper 

no  report 

May  15 

May  20 

Dunlin 

May  15 

May  4 

-11 

May  7 

-8 

Short-billed  Dowitcher 

May  15 

May  18 

+3 

May  16 

+  1 

Black  Tern 

May  1 

May  3 

+2 

May  9 

+8 

Black-billed  Cuckoo 

May  10 

May  8 

-2 

May  12 

+2 

Yellow-billed  Cuckoo 

May  16 

May  14 

-2 

May  17 

+  1 

Common  Nighthawk 

May  6 

May  1 1 

+5 

May  14 

+8 

Whip-poor-will 

no  report 

Apnl  27 

May  10 

Ruby-throated  Hummingbird 

May  3 

May  6 

+3 

May  9 

+6 

Olive-sided  Flycatcher 

May  15 

May  16 

+  1 

May  17 

+2 

Eastern  Wood- Pe wee 

May  8 

May  13 

+5 

May  13 

+5 

Yellow-bell.  Flycatcher 

May  23 

May  16 

-7 

May  13 

-10 

Acadian  Flycatcher 

May  15 

May  20 

+5 

May  17 

+2 

Alder  Flycatcher 

May  16 

May  17 

+  1 

May  15 

-1 

Willow  Flycatcher 

May  15 

May  17 

+2 

May  16 

+  1 

Least  Flycatcher 

April  28 

May  2 

+4 

May  1 

+3 

Cliff  Swallow 

April  29 

April  22 

-7 

May  10 

+  10 

Veery 

May  3 

May  3 

0 

May  1 

-2 

Gray-cheeked  Thrush 

May  16 

May  13 

-3 

May  14 

-2 

Swamson’s  Thrush 

May  8 

May  4 

-4 

May  9 

+  1 

Gray  Catbird 

Apnl  29 

April  29 

0 

Apnl  28 

-1 

White-eyed  Vireo 

May  5 

May  5 

0 

May  12 

+7 

Yellow-throated  Vireo 

May  8 

May  6 

-2 

May  6 

-2 

Warbling  Vireo 

April  29 

May  2 

+2 

May  l 

+  1 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

May  10 

May  13 

+3 

May  12 

+2 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

May  4 

May  9 

+5 

May  8 

0 

Blue- winged  Warbler 

May  2 

May  6 

+3 

May  1 

-1 

Golden- winged  Warbler 

May  9 

May  7 

-2 

May  7 

-2 

Tennessee  Warbler 

May  4 

May  9 

+5 

May  8 

+4 

Northern  Parula 

May  1 

May  8 

+7 

May  10 

+9 

Chestnut-sided  Warbler 

May  3 

May  4 

+1 

May  3 

0 

Magnolia  Warbler 

May  6 

May  3 

-3 

May  4 

-2 

Cape  May  Warbler 

May  3 

May  6 

+3 

May  6 

+3 

Black-throated  Blue  Warbler 

April  29 

May  5 

+6 

May  2 

+3 

Blackburnian  Warbler 

May  3 

May  3 

0 

May  2 

-1 

Prairie  Warbler 

Apnl  27 

May  8 

+  11 

May  9 

+  12 

Bay-breasted  Warbler 

May  8 

May  9 

+  1 

May  8 

0 
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Species 

1992 

B&M 

+/- 

7  Yr  Ave 

+/- 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

Apnl  30 

May  15 

+  15 

May  15 

+  15 

Cerulean  Warbler 

May  3 

May  9 

+6 

May  8 

+5 

Amen  can  Redstart 

Apnl  30 

May  4 

+4 

May  6 

+6 

Prothonotary  Warbler 

May  5 

May  9 

+4 

May  20 

+  15 

Ovenbird 

May  3 

May  2 

-1 

May  1 

_2 

Mourning  Warbler 

May  8 

May  1 1 

+3 

May  13 

+5 

Common  Yellow-throat 

May  2 

May  3 

+  1 

May  3 

+  1 

Hooded  Warbler 

May  3 

May  10 

+7 

May  10 

+7 

Wilson’s  Warbler 

May  11 

May  14 

+3 

May  12 

+  1 

Canada  Warbler 

May  5 

May  9 

+4 

May  12 

+7 

Scarlet  Tanager 

May  5 

May  5 

0 

May  6 

+  1 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 

May  3 

May  3 

0 

Apnl  30 

-3 

Indigo  Bunting 

May  4 

May  9 

+5 

May  11 

+7 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 

May  14 

Apnl  24 

-20 

May  7 

-14 

Henslow’s  Spanow 

May  14 

April  27 

-17 

May  12 

-2 

Lincoln’s  Sparrow 

May  8 

May  6 

-2 

May  7 

-1 

Northern  Onole 

May  1 

May  1 

0 

May  1 

0 

The  following  rather  complicated  summary  of  May  Count  data  does  convey  a  message  if  you  look  at  it 
carefully.  Notice  that  the  high  counts  and  percentages  are  for  the  non-passerines,  the  passerines  showing  a 
decidedly  mixed  picture. 


Species 

1993 

Count 

83-92 

Decade 

Ave 

%  of 

Decade 

Ave 

35-92 

56  Yr 
Ave 

%  of 
35-92 
Ave 

35-92 

56  Yr 
Max 

%  of 
35-92 
Max 

Loons,  Grebes,  Cormorants 

250 

152 

154% 

56 

446% 

475 

53% 

Herons 

139 

342 

41% 

262 

53% 

843 

16% 

Swans,  Geese,  Ducks 

3449 

2409 

143% 

1102 

213% 

3340 

103% 

Hawks  and  Owls 

455 

572 

80% 

282 

161% 

1194 

38% 

Gruiformes 

164 

181 

91% 

205 

80% 

378 

43% 

Shorebirds 

802 

988 

73% 

866 

84% 

1997 

36% 

Gulls  and  Terns 

33938 

14149 

240% 

6079 

558% 

24579 

138% 

Woodpeckers 

537 

621 

86% 

585 

91% 

1503 

35% 

Flycatchers 

724 

1047 

69% 

772 

94% 

1491 

49% 

Swallows 

6733 

6147 

109% 

4817 

140% 

12457 

54% 

Chickadees  to  Gnatcatchers 

1263 

1411 

90% 

922 

137% 

1959 

64% 

Thrushes 

4452 

6297 

71% 

4170 

108% 

8079 

55% 

Mimic  Thrushes 

785 

774 

101% 

704 

112% 

1406 

56% 

Vireos 

460 

455 

101% 

333 

138% 

964 

48% 

Warblers 

3368 

4017 

84% 

3493 

96% 

7055 

48% 

Tanagers  to  Buntings 

1192 

1323 

90% 

836 

143% 

2179 

55% 

Sparrows 

2650 

3492 

76% 

3457 

77% 

8067 

33% 

Ictends 

11007 

13508 

81% 

12689 

87% 

30150 

37% 

Finches 

3254 

3510 

93% 

2442 

133% 

6822 

48% 

Foreign  Introductions* 

7086 

9712 

73% 

9895 

72% 

12424 

57% 

Native  Non-Passerines 

42832 

21196 

202% 

10505 

408% 

32411 

132% 

Native  Passennes 

38562 

43890 

88% 

36232 

106% 

74092 

52% 

Briefly  noted.  I  find  it  interesting  that  most  of  the  species  reported  by  Listman  from  Point  Breeze  — 
loons,  cormorants,  several  waterfowl  species,  and  good  numbers  of  hawks  and  shorebirds  —  were  flying 
WEST  along  Lake  Ontario  generally  into  the  wind. 

Evidently  this  year’s  nesting  attempt  of  the  Bald  Eagles  at  Iroquois  was  unsuccessful.  Now,  partly 
because  trees  obscure  the  nest  site  and  partly  in  order  to  keep  better  track  of  nesting  activities.  Reserve  per¬ 
sonnel  seek  to  mount  a  TV  monitor  at  the  nest.  This  worthwhile  project  and  the  equally  worthwhile  osprey 
hacking  project  are  to  be  supported  partly  by  purchase  of  copies  of  Ron  Kleiber’s  contributed  painting  of 
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an  osprey.  As  part  of  her  continuing  census  of  Sinking  Ponds  Holmes  reports  two  Red-shouldered  Hawks 
apparently  feeding  young  at  their  nest. 

The  BOS  trip  along  the  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie  on  the  23rd  clearly  hit  the  Whimbrel  flight  per¬ 
fectly.  The  125  birds  recorded  easily  beats  (for  the  recent  eight  years)  the  89  recorded  in  1989,  next  best  40 
the  year  before  that. 

Schweigert  found  in  the  Southern  Tier  and  carefully  describes  in  addition  to  a  Lawrence's  Warbler  a 
heterozygous  Golden-winged  Warbler.  This  particular  back-cross  is  like  one  described  by  Parkes  in  an 
interesting  195 1  Wilson  Bulletin  paper  as  Ww  Ss  pp.  (I  also  had  a  phoned  report  of  an  “odd”  Brewster’s 
Warbler  seen  at  Iroquois  that  w'as  probably  another  of  these  “in-betweens.”)  While  it  is  exciting  to  find 
these  hybrids  —  Brewster’s  Warbler  was  recorded  this  month  also  —  it  is  sad  to  note  that  they  represent 
the  continuing  swamping  of  Golden-winged  Warblers  by  Blue-winged  Warbler  genes.  I  find  it  already 
about  as  hard  to  find  a  “pure”  Golden-winged  Warbler  as  it  is  one  of  these  crosses.  (In  a  similar  way 
Mallards  are  overwhelming  Black  Ducks  and  possibly  several  other  species  of  dabbler.) 

Is  my  hearing  going?  I  had  great  difficulty  this  spring  finding  Black-throated  Green  Warblers.  And  not 
for  want  of  trying:  I  listened  at  every  pine  grove.  I  can  pick  out  most  of  the  Blackburnian  Warbler’s  song, 
so  I  ought  to  be  able  to  hear  BTGs.  The  census  numbers  seem  not  to  be  down  that  much  which  leaves  me 
with  markedly  mixed  feelings:  I  feel  uncomfortable  giving  up  my  hearing  for  the  sake  of  conservation  even 
of  these  handsome  birds. 

Grasshopper,  Henslow’s,  and  Vesper  Sparrows  continue  to  be  scarce,  but  Rosenburg  again  turned  up 
small  numbers  of  the  first  two  species  in  Clarence.  —  Gerry  Rising 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification 
according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (B.O.S.  1991)  has 
been  received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  vear. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(0  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area. 


Name  of  Bird 

May 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Common  Loon 

28,29 

11,4 

Pt.  Breeze,  L.  Ont. 

LIstman 

t! 

29 

1 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert 

D. -crest.  Cormorant 

13 

113 

Buckhom  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

tf 

26 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

D’Anna 

ft 

28,29 

101,35 

Pt.  Breeze,  L.  Ont. 

Listman 

American  Bittern 

2 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson,  Brock 

t» 

2 

2 

Machias  Twp. 

Schweigert 

8 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson 

ft 

30 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

*  Least  Bittern 

IF 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Brock 
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Name  of  Bird 

May 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Great  Egret 

1 

1 

Kiantone  Twp. 

Schweigert  et  al 

tt 

1 

1 

Burgeson  W.S. 

Sundell 

tt 

3,31 

2,1 

Pt.  Breeze,  L.  Ont. 

Listman 

tt 

6 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Roberson 

ft 

8 

1 

Somerset  Tw  p. 

Watson,  D'Anna 

ft 

16 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

It 

29 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

It 

30 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Watson 

Bl.-cr.  Night  Heron 

15 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Ewald  et  al 

Tundra  Swan 

1 

1 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Watson 

ft 

15 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Watson 

Mute  Swan 

2,6 

1 

Tifft  N.P 

Watson 

*  Brant 

12F 

3 

Niagara  Falls 

D'Anna 

Northern  Pintail 

24L 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Holmes  et  al 

Northern  Shoveler 

15 

5 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Galas  et  al 

tt 

30 

0 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Watson 

Gad  wall 

29 

1 

Point  Breeze,  L.Ont. 

Listman 

Redhead  (releases) 

1,15,30 

8,20,5 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

Ring-necked  Duck 

15 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Watson 

White-winged  Scoter 

29 

0 

Point  Breeze,  L.  Ont. 

Listman 

Buf Behead 

9 

2 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Watson 

Ruddy  Duck 

8-30 

0 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

tt 

14-23 

1-3 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Galas  et  al 

Osprey 

2,3 

12,28 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Andrle  et  al 

it 

3 

14 

Hamburg 

Rew 

it 

29L 

1 

Point  Breeze,  L.Ont. 

Listman 

Bald  Eagle 

1 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

it 

2  imm. 

Lakeview 

Andrle 

ft 

3 

1  imm. 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Andrle 

ft 

3 

1  imm. 

Hamburg 

Rew 

tt 

8 

1  imm. 

Somerset  Twp. 

Watson,  D'Anna 

ft 

15 

1  imm. 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Ewald  et  al 

it 

24 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Galas 

Northern  Goshawk 

1 

2PDBA 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

it 

26 

1 

Pine  Hill  S.F. 

Chilton 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

8L 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

Watson,  D'Anna 

Merlin 

3 

1 

Hamburg 

Rew 

Peregrine  Falcon 

3 

1 

Hamburg 

Rew 

Virginia  Rail 

1 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Brock 

it 

22 

2 

Ashford  Twp. 

Chilton 

Sora 

2 

0 

Mac  hi  as  Twp. 

Schweigert 

tt 

8 

1 

Shendan  Twp. 

Budniewski 

Black-bellied  Plover 

24 

11 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Galas  et  al 

tt 

31 

8 

Point  Breeze,  L.Ont. 

Listman 

*Semipalmated  Plover 

15F 

5 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Galas,  Watson  et  al 

it 

15F 

10 

Y ates  T wp. 

D'Anna 

it 

29 

3 

Perrvsburg  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Greater  Yellow/legs 

1 

19 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert 

ft 

15L 

4 

Y ates  T wp. 

D'Anna 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

1 

9 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Watson 

ft 

6 

2 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

tt 

15 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Galas,  Ewald  et  al 

74 


Name  of  Bird 

Mav 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

*Solitary  Sandpiper 

2F 

o 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

it 

9 

1 

Salamanca  Twp. 

Schweigert  et  al 

it 

24 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Galas  et  al 

Upland  Sandpiper 

29 

1 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert 

*Whimbrel 

23  F 

124 

Canad  L.Ene  shore 

Watson,  Byron(BOS) 

ll 

23  F 

1 

Bemus  Point 

Sundell 

Ruddv  Turnstone 

23 

4 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Watson,  Byron(BOS) 

fi 

23 

4 

Morgan's  Point,  Ont. 

.  Watson,  Byron(BOS) 

*Red  Knot 

28F 

35 

Point  Breeze,  L.  Ont. 

Listman 

*Sanderling 

23  F 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Watson,  Byron(BOS) 

*Semipalm.  Sandpiper 

15F 

5 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Galas  et  al 

it 

oo 

4 

Somerset  Twp. 

D'Anna 

*  Least  Sandpiper 

8F 

11 

Somerset  Tu  p. 

Watson,  D'Anna 

ll 

15 

0 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Watson 

it 

15 

70 

Yates  Twp. 

D'Anna 

Purple  Sandpiper 

4 

2 

Goat  Island 

Watson 

"  4, 5,13, 17, L 

1,4, 3, 2 

Goat  Island 

D'Anna 

Dunlin 

15F 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

D'Anna 

it 

15F 

1 

Carlton  Twp. 

D'Anna 

it 

15F 

4 

Yates  Twp. 

D'Anna 

it  oo 

,24,29 

15,14,40 

Point  Breeze,  L.  Ont. 

Listman 

*Short-b.  Dovvitcher 

15F 

45 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

D'Anna 

it 

15F 

6 

Yates  Twp. 

D'Anna 

it 

20 

1 

Porter  Twp. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Caspian  Tern 

23 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Andrle 

it 

29 

1 

Point  Breeze, L.Ont. 

Listman 

Common  Tern 

27,29 

7,3 

Point  Breeze, L.Ont. 

Listman 

*  Black  Tern 

IF 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Watson 

it 

6 

13 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Roberson 

*Black-billed  Cuckoo 

10F 

1 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitznck 

ft 

11 

1 

Brocton 

Budmewski 

Yellow-billed  Cuckoo 

27 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitznck 

Short-eared  Owl 

20 

1 

Porter  Twp. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Nor.  Saw-whet  Owl 

10 

1 

Carrollton  Twp. 

Eaton 

^Common  Nighthawk 

6F 

1 

Sheridan  Twp. 

Budmewski 

tt 

22-31 

8 

other  reports  throughout  WNY 

*Ruby-t.  Hummingbird 

3F 

2 

Wales  Twp. 

O.  Rosche 

it 

5 

1 

Eden  Valley 

Andrle 

tt 

5 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitznck 

Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

8F 

1 

Conewango  Twp. 

Schweigert 

it 

8F 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

D'Anna,  Watson 

Red-bellied  Wdpkr. 

3 

1 

Goat  Island 

D'Anna 

Yellow-b.  Sapsucker 

9 

1 

Times  Beach,  Buffalo 

Galas 

*Ohve-s.  Flycatcher 

15F 

1 

Cold  Spring  Twp. 

Schweigert,  Baird 

it 

26 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

tt 

27 

1 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitznck 

tt 

29 

1 

Ashford  Twp. 

Chilton 

it 

29,30 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

*  Eastern  Wood- P:  wee 

8F 

2 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Tunsk 

it 

9 

2 

Salamanca  Twp. 

Schweigert  et  al 

Yellow-b.  Flycatcher 

23 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

D'Anna 

tt 

25 

1 

Jamestown 

Sundell 
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Name  of  Bird 

May 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

*  Acadian  Flycatcher 

15F 

1  PDBA 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

ft 

26 

1 

South  Valley  S.F. 

Chilton 

ft 

30 

2  PDBA 

Lakeview 

Andrle 

Alder  Flycatcher 

18 

1 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitznck 

tt 

oo 

1 

Barre  Tu  p. 

D’Anna.Potter 

*Willovv  Flycatcher 

15F 

1 

Amity  Tw  p. 

V&M  Pitznck 

tf 

15F 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Ewald  et  al 

ft 

15F 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

D'Anna 

Eastern  Kingbird 

1 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Watson 

Bank  Swallow 

8 

4 

Somerset  Tw  p. 

Watson,  D'Anna 

Cliff  Swallow 

8 

6 

Mach i as  Twp. 

Chilton 

ft 

8 

62 

Red  House  Twp. 

Schweigert 

tt 

8 

2 

Shadigee 

D'Anna,  Watson 

Blue  Jay 

28 

225 

Point  Breeze,  L.Ont. 

Listman 

Common  Raven 

2,10,27 

1,1,1  PDBA 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitznck 

Carolina  Wren 

1 

1 

Mac  hi  as  Twp. 

Chilton 

Marsh  Wren 

1 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Watson 

tt 

oo 

1 

Machias  Tw  p. 

Schweigert 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

13L 

1 

Goat  Island 

D’Anna 

ft 

30 

5  PDBA 

Ward  Tw  p. 

Brooks 

Rubv-cr.  Kinglet 

22L 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

Bl.-gr.  Gnatcatcher 

1 

0 

Tifft  N.P. 

Tunsk 

*Veery 

3F 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

tt 

3F 

1 

Sheridan  Twp. 

Budniewski 

Gray-cheeked  Thrush 

18 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

tt 

oo 

1 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

*Swainson's  Thrush 

8F 

o 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Tunsk 

ft 

8F 

1 

Somerset  Tw  p. 

D'Anna,  Watson 

tt 

29 

1 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

Hermit  Thrush 

22L 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

Wood  Thrush 

1 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Gray  Catbird 

1 

1 

Sheridan  Twp. 

Budniewski 

ft 

rt 

17 

Williamsville  Glen 

Jones 

Northern  Mockingbird 

9 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Brock 

American  Pipit 

15L 

4 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Watson 

Cedar  Waxwing 

24,28 

2500.1000 

Point  Breeze,L.  Ont. 

Listman 

*  White-eyed  Vireo 

5F 

1 

Goat  Island 

D'Anna,  Potter 

tt 

7 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Tunsk 

Solitary  Vireo 

21L 

1 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

*Yellow-thr.  Vireo 

8F 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

D'Anna,  Watson 

ft 

8F 

2 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

D'Anna,  Watson 

tt 

9 

1 

Salamanca 

Schweigert  et  al 

Warbling  Vireo 

1 

2 

Kiantone  Twp. 

Schweigert  et  al 

ft 

1 

7 

Iroq.NWR  &  vicinity 

Watson 

^Philadelphia  Vireo 

10F 

1 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

ft 

11 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

tt 

oo 

2 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

*  Red-eyed  Vireo 

4F 

1 

Goat  Island 

D'Anna,  O'Donnell 

ft 

5 

1 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Tunsk 

ft 

6 

1 

Wilson  Twp. 

Roberson 

*  Blue- winged  Warbler 

2F 

1 

Sheridan  Twp. 

R&C  Budniewski 

tt 

3 

2 

Goat  Island 

D'Anna,  Roberson 
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Name  of  Bird 

May 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Blue-winged  Warbler 

8 

6 

Cold  Spring  Twp. 

Schvveigert 

*Golden-wing.  Warbler 

9F 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

ft 

9F,  1 1 

M 

Great  Valley  Twp. 

Schvveigert 

*" Brewster's  Warbler" 

15F 

1 

Great  Valley  Twp. 

Schvveigert 

ff 

18 

1 

Busti  Twp. 

Sundell 

ff 

23,30 

1 

Cold  Spring  Tu  p. 

Schvveigert 

^"Lawrence's  Warbler"9, 15,23,30 

1 

Allegany  S.P. 

Schvveigert  et  al 

Gold-wing  Warbled backcross)  11-31 

1 

Great  Valley  Tu  p. 

’  Schvveigert 

^Tennessee  Warbler 

4F 

1 

Jamestown 

Sundell 

ff 

8 

4 

Conewango  Twp. 

Schvveigert 

ft 

8 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

D'Anna,  Watson 

ft 

27 

12 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

ft 

29L 

1 

Tonawanda  Tup. 

Hess 

*Orange-cr.  Warbler 

15F 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Potter,  DiTommaso 

Nashville  Warbler 

27L 

1 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

*  Northern  Parula 

IF 

1 

Mac  hi  as  Twp. 

Chilton 

ft 

4,6 

1,3 

Goat  Island 

D'Anna,  Potter  et  al 

ft 

23 

1 

Alleganv  S.  P. 

Schvveigert 

*Chestnut-s.  Warbler 

3F 

o 

McCarty  Hill  S.P. 

Schvveigert 

"  3F,9,29L 

2,11,3 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

^Magnolia  Warbler 

6F 

1 

Goat  Island 

Potter 

ft 

7 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Watson 

ft 

29L 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

ft 

29L 

2 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

*Cape  May  Warbler 

3F 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Turisk 

ft 

5 

1 

Goat  Island 

D'Anna,  Potter 

Bl.-thr.  Bl.  Warbler 

2 

3 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson,  Brock 

ft 

27L 

9 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

Yellow-r.  Warbler 

3 

28 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

ft 

27L 

1 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

Bl.-thr.  Green  Warb. 

29L 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Roberson 

^Blackburnian  Warbler 

3F 

1 

Carrollton  Twp. 

Eaton 

ft 

6 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes,  Ruhl 

ft 

27L 

1 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

Pine  Warbler 

1-9 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

many  observ  ers 

ft 

3 

1 

Goat  Island 

D'Anna 

ft 

13L 

1 

Cold  Spring  Twp. 

Sundell,  Wellman 

Prairie  Warbler 

8 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.F. 

D'Anna,  Watson 

ft 

8,21 

2  2 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitznck,  Zaleski 

ft 

14 

1 

Franklinville  Twp. 

Chilton 

»f 

14,29 

1,2 

Ellicottville  Twp. 

Chilton 

ft 

15 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

R&C  Budniewski 

ft 

15 

1 

Williamsville  Glen 

Galas  et  al 

Palm  Warbler 

2 

5 

Machias  Twp. 

Schvveigert 

*  Bay-breasted  Warbler 

8F 

2 

Brvant  Hill  S.F. 

Chilton 

ft 

9 

3 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson(BOS) 

ft 

9 

1 

Newfane  Twp. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

ff 

9,29L 

2,1 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

1 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

P&M  Benham 

ft 

4 

1 

Goat  Island 

D'Anna,  O'Donnell 

ft 

13 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes,  Mueller 

ft 

29L 

6 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 
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Name  of  Bird 

May 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

*Cerulean  Warbler 

3F 

1 

Goat  Island 

D'Anna,  Roberson 

tf 

8 

1 

Barre  Tu  p. 

Watson,  D'Anna 

ft 

9 

1 

Salamanca  Twp. 

Schweigert  et  al 

Bl.-and-w.  Warbler 

9 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Brock 

ft 

22L 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

American  Redstart 

1 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

M  0 

:7,29L 

20,12 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

*Prothonotarv  Warbler 

5 

1,1 

Goat  Island 

Roberson,  D'Anna,  Potter 

it 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

D'Anna,  Potter 

ft 

30 

0 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

*Ovenbird 

3F 

o 

Sheridan  Tw  p. 

Budniewski 

it 

3F 

1 

Amity  Tw  p. 

Pitznck 

Northern  Waterthrush 

9 

8 

Ashford  Twp. 

Schweigert 

tt 

25L 

1 

Goat  island 

Potter 

La.  Waterthrush 

1 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

P&M  Benham 

*Mourning  Warbler 

8F 

1 

Bryant  Hill  S.F. 

Chilton 

ft 

13 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes,  Mueller 

^Common  Yellovvthroat 

2F 

1 

Sheridan  Twp. 

R&C  Budniewski 

tt 

2F 

1 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitznck 

*  Hooded  Warbler 

3F 

1 

Sheridan  Twp. 

Budniewski 

tt 

3F 

0 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

*Wilson's  Warbler 

1  IF 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

ft 

29L 

3 

Niagara  Falls 

Roberson 

*  Canada  Warbler 

5F 

1 

Goat  island 

Roberson 

tt 

29L 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

*  Scarlet  Tanager 

5F 

1 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Tunsk 

it 

8 

1 

Barre  Twp. 

Watson,  D'Anna 

tt 

8 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

D'Anna,  Watson 

tt 

8 

1 

Goat  Island 

Potter 

*Rose-br.  Grosbeak 

3F 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

tt 

3F 

1 

Carrollton  Twp. 

Eaton 

tt 

8 

13 

Somerset  &  Yates 

D'Anna,  Watson 

*Indigo  Bunting 

4F 

1 

Jamestown 

Sundell 

ft 

4F 

0 

Wales  Twp. 

O.  Rosche 

Vesper  Sparrow 

23 

1 

Carlton  Twp. 

D'Anna 

ft 

24 

1 

Barre  Twp. 

Galas  et  al 

^Grasshopper  Sparrow  14F,  15,23 

1  0  1 

Clarence  Twp. 

Galas  et  al 

It 

30 

1 

Cambna  Twp. 

Roberson 

*Henslow's  Sparrow  14F,15,23 

9 

Clarence  Twp. 

Galas  et  al 

ft 

30 

2 

Clarence  Twp. 

Watson 

^Lincoln's  Sparrow 

8F 

1 

Goat  island 

Potter 

ft 

9 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson  (BOS) 

ft 

9 

1 

Times  Beach,  Buffalo 

Galas 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

27L 

1 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

1 

1 

Eden  Valley  (f) 

Andrle 

tt 

1-29L 

6-1 

Point  Breeze,  L.Ont. 

Listman 

Bobolink 

1 

o 

Clarence  Twp. 

Watson 

ft 

IF 

5 

Wales  Twp. 

O.  Rosche 

*  Orchard  On  ole 

8 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

D'Anna,  Watson 

ft 

23 

2 

Y ates  T wp. 

D'Anna 

tt 

23 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

D'Anna 

*  Northern  On  ole 

IF 

1 

Eden  Valley 

Andrle 
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Name  of  Bird 

May 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Northern  Onole 

IF 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

tt 

o 

1 

Sheridan  Twp. 

R&C  Budmewski 

Red  Crossbill 

2,16 

M 

McCarty  Hill  S.F. 

Schweigert 

ft 

16 

o 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

Pine  Siskin 

o 

o 

McCarty  Hill  S.F. 

Schweigert 

ft 

3-19 

1-4 

Wales  Twp.  (f) 

O.  Rosche 

ft 

4 

1 

Eden  Valley  (f) 

Andrle 

ft 

8 

4 

Cold  Spring  Twp. 

Schweigert 

ft 

15 

o 

Amity  Lake 

V  &  M  Pitzrick 

ft 

23 

1 

Yates  Twp. 

D’Anna 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  prc  ously  recorded . 188 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  .  .  .  .(inch  May  Count) .  60 

Total  for  year . 248 


1993  B.  O.  S.  May 
Bird  Count 


May  16,  1993 

Weather:  A  cool  and  cloudy  day  with  heavy  shower  activity  in  the  morning  and  early  afternoon  hours  in  the 
higher  elevations  of  the  Southern  Tier  counties  but  only  a  trace  of  precipitation  in  the  Lake  Plain  sections 
bordering  Lake  Ontario  and  Lake  Erie  which  enjoyed  intervals  of  sunshine  at  mid-dav.  The  temperature 
for  the  day  as  recorded  at  the  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport  was  56°(f)  in  the  early  afternoon  with 
a  low  reading  of  42°(F)  in  the  early  morning  hours. 

COMPILATION: 

The  following  is  a  list  of  species  on  the  count  followed  by  the  total  number  observed.  Where  a  species  was 
recorded  in  three  or  fewer  sections,  the  section  numbers  are  given  in  parentheses.  Underlined  names  indicate 
a  species  for  which  an  acceptable  written  verification  was  received.  F  represents  first  date  for  spring 
migration.  *  represents  first  date  for  the  year. 

LOONS  -  DUCKS 


Common  Loon  -  76 
Pied-billed  Grebe  -  9 
Homed  Grebe  -  2  (26,28) 
Red-necked  Grebe  -  1  (26) 
Double-cr.  Cormorant  -  162 
American  Bittern  -  8  (5) 

Great  Blue  Heron  -  81 
Great  Egret  -  8 
Green-backed  Heron  -  36 
Black-cr.  Night-Heron  -  5 
Least  Bittern  -  1  (5) 

Tundra  Swan  -  1  ( 10) 

Canada  Goose  -  1 ,840 

Wood  Duck  -  226 

Green- winged  Teal  -  4  (1,5,23) 


Blue-winged  Teal  -  79 
Northern  Shoveler  -  5  ( 10, 12) 
Gad  wall  -  5  (10,12) 

A  men  can  Wigeon  -  22 
Redhead  (releases)  -  16(10) 
Ring-necked  Duck  L  -  2  ( 1) 
Greater  Scaup  -  1  (3) 

Lesser  Scaup  -2(12) 
Unidentified  Scaup  -  1  (28) 
Oldsquaw  -  3  (4) 

White-winged  Scoter  -  21  (1,5) 
unidentified  Scoters  -  30  (5) 
Bufflehead  -  35 
Hooded  Merganser  -  1 1 
Common  Merganser  -  34 
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Amencan  Black  Duck  -  17 
Mallard  -  714 

Northern  Pintail  -4(11,14) 


Red-br.  Merganser  -  373 
Ruddy  Duck  -  3  (12) 


RAPTORS  -  RAILS 


Turkey  Vulture  -  188 

Osprey  -  1 1 

Bald  Eagle  -  3  (5,21) 

Northern  Harrier  -  16 
Sharp-shinned  Hawk  -  13 
Cooper’s  Hawk  -  9 
Northern  Goshawk  (PDBA)  -  2  (28) 
Broad-winged  Hawk  -  6  (16,26,28) 
Red-shouldered  Hawk  -  17 
Red -tailed  Hawk  -  103 


Amencan  Kestrel  -  67 
Peregnne  Falcon  - 1 
Ring-necked  Pheasant  -  25 
Ruffed  Grouse  -  19 
Wild  Turkey  -  34 
Virginia  Rail  -  4  (12,18,23) 
Sora  -  2  (23) 

Common  Moorhen  -  14 
Amencan  Coot  -  16 


PLOVERS  -  TERNS 


*Black-b.  Plover  F  -  1  (5) 
Semipalmated  Plover  -  31  (4,5) 
Killdeer  -  361 
Greater  Yellowlegs  L  -  7 
Lesser  Yellowlegs  L  -  13 
Solitary  Sandpiper  -  12 
Spotted  Sandpiper  -  122 
Upland  Sandpiper  -  3  (6) 

*  Ruddy  Turnstone  F  -  4  (7,14,21) 
Semipalm.  Sandpiper  -  22 
Least  Sandpiper  -  75 
Pectoral  Sandpiper  -2(19) 

Dunlin  -  58 


^ Stilt  Sandpiper  -  1  (5) 
Short-b.  Dowitcher  -  64 
Common  Snipe  -  12 
Amencan  Woodcock  -  14 
Bonaparte’s  Gull  -  26 
Ring-billed  Gull  -  30,364 
Herring  Gull  -  3,205 
Glaucous  Gull  -  1  (5) 
Great  Black-b.  Gull  -  126 
Caspian  Tern  -  5  (1,4,20) 
Common  Tem  -  195 
Black  Tern  -  16 


DOVES  -  SWALLOWS 


Rock  Dove  -  1 ,088 
Mourning  Dove  -  1,485 
Black-billed  Cuckoo  -  21 
*  Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  -  2  (17,24) 
Eastern  Screech  Owl  -1(10) 

Great  Horned  Owl  -  10 
Barred  Owl  -  8 

Common  Nighthawk  -  5  (12,20,26) 

Chimnev  Swift  -  315 
* 

Ruby-throated  Hummingbird  -  164 
Belted  Kingfisher  -  43 
Red-headed  Wdpkr.  -  12 
Red-bellied  Wdpkr.  -  13 
Yellow-b.  Sapsucker  -  47 
Downv  Wdpkr.  -  177 
Hairy  Wdpkr.  -35 
Northern  Flicker  -  227 


Pileated  Wdpkr.  -  26 
Olive-s.  Flycatcher  -  1  (12) 

Eastern  Wood-Pewee  -  36 

*  Yellow-b.  Flycatcher  F  -  2  (22) 

*  Alder  Flycatcher  -  4  ( 10,24,28) 

Willow  Flvcatcher  -  14 
* 

Least  Flycatcher  -  73 

Eastern  Flvcatcher  -  235 

Great  Crested  Flycatcher  -  105 

Eastern  Kingbird  -  264 

Homed  Lark  -  24 

Purple  Martin  -  800 

Tree  Swallow  -  2,237 

No.  Rough-winged  Swallow  -  534 

Bank  Swallow  -  520 

Cliff  Swallow  -  1 19 
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JAYS  -  STARLINGS 


Blue  Jay  -  726 
American  Crow  -  1,740 
Common  Raven  (PDBA)  -  6  (28) 
Black-capped  Chickadee  -  707 
Tufted  Titmouse  -  37 
Red-br.  Nuthatch  -  25 
White-br.  Nuthatch  -  120 
Brown  Creeper  -  13 
Carolina  Wren  -  13 
House  Wren  -  281 
Winter  Wren  -  5 
Marsh  Wren  -  19 
Golden-cr.  Kinglet  -  15 
Ruby-cr.  Kinglet  -  18 


Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  -  10 
Eastern  Bluebird  -  128 
Veery  -  69 

*  Grey-cheeked  Thrush  F  -  2  (3,9) 

Swainson's  Thrush  -  13 

Hermit  Thrush  -  24 

Wood  Thrush  -  1 16 

American  Robin  -  4,100 

Grav  Catbird  -  734 
•< 

Mockingbird  -  16 
Brown  Thrasher  -  35 
Cedar  Waxwing  -  178 
European  Starling  -  5,760 


WARBLERS  -  FINCHES 


White-eyed  Vireo  -  1  (4) 

Solitary  Vireo  -  37 
Yellow-throated  Warbler  -  1 1 
Warbling  Vireo  -  129 
Philadelphia  Vireo  -  10 
Red-eyed  Vireo  -  272 
Blue-winged  Warbler  -  107 
Brewster’s  Warbler  -  3 
Golden-winged  Warbler  -  5  (10,19) 
Tennessee  Warbler  -  46 
Nashville  Warbler  -  19 
Northern  Parula  -  2  (9,24) 

Yellow  Warbler-  1,123 
Chestnut-s.  Warbler  -  195 
Magnolia  Warbler  -  105 
Cape  May  Warbler  -  24 
Black-thr.  Blue  Warbler  -  41 
Yellow-r.  Warbler  -  265 
Black-thr.  Green  Warbler  -  75 


Blackburnian  Warbler  -  60 
Pine  Warbler  -  1  (4) 

Prairie  Warbler  -  6  ( 18,28) 

Palm  Warbler  -  13 
Bay-breasted  Warbler  -  76 
Blackpoll  Warbler  -  10 
Cerulean  Warbler  -  12 
Black-&-white  Warbler  -  23 
American  Redstart  -  222 
Prothonotarv  Warbler  -  2  (5) 
Ovenbird  -  204 
Northern  Waterthrush  -  21 
Louisiana  Waterthrush  -  8 
Mourning  Warbler  -  17 
Common  Yellowthroat  -  592 
Hooded  Warbler  -  79 
Wilson’s  Warbler  -  3  (16,24,28) 
Canada  Warbler  -  9 


TANAGERS  -  FINCHES 


Scarlet  Tanager  -  107 
Northern  Cardinal  -  546 
Rose- breasted  Grosbeak  -  424 
Indigo  Bunting  -  1 15 
Rufous-sided  Towhee  -  120 
Chipping  Sparrow  -  728 
Field  Sparrow  -  98 
Vesper  Sparrow  -  2  (6,13) 
Savannah  Sparrow  -  101 


Dark-eyed  Junco  -  145 
Bobolink  -  910 

Red-winged  Blackbird  -  5,003 
Eastern  Meadowlark  -  177 
Rusty  Blackbird  -  4  (26) 
Common  Grackle  -  3,470 
Brown-headed  Cowbird  -  787 
Orchard  Oriole  -  3  (4,26) 
Northern  Oriole  -  653 
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Grasshopper  Sparrow  -  8  (8,10,23) 
Henslow’s  Sparrow'  -  2  (10) 

Song  Sparrow  -  1,150 
Lincoln’s  Sparrow  -  2  ( 1,9) 

Swamp  Sparrow  -  86 
White-thr.  Sparrow  -  44 
White-cr.  Sparrow  -  154 


Purple  Finch  -  198 
House  Finch  -  928 
Red  Crossbill  -  2  (28) 

Pine  Siskin  -  23 
American  Goldfinch  -  2,103 
House  Sparrow  -  1,301 


STATISTICS 

Species  Count  -  208 

Hybrids  -  1 

Individuals  -  88,480 

Observers  -  281 

RECORD  HIGH  COUNTS: 

Common  Loon  -  76,  previous  high  -  48  ( 1946) 

Great  Egret  -  8,  tie  for  high  count  ( 1986) 

Wild  Turkey  -  84,  previous  high  -  63  ( 1988) 

Ring-billed  Gull  -  30,364,  previous  high  -  23,081  (1990) 
Herring  Gull  -  3,205,  previous  high  -  1,931  (1946) 

Greater  Black-backed  Gull  -  126,  previous  high  -  1 15  (1988) 
Mourning  Dove  -  1,485,  previous  high  -  1,461  (1990) 
Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker  -  47,  previous  high  -  43  (1971) 

RECORD  LOW  COUNT: 

Vesper  Sparrow  -  2,  previous  low  -  5  ( 1990) 


OBSERVERS:  Compilers  names  are  underlined. 

1)  David  Cooper ,  Gary  Novosel,  Brad  Clements. 

2)  Not  Covered 

3)  Walter  and  Harriet  Klabunde,  Jerald  Farrell,  Joseph  Thill,  Kathleen  Thill. 

4)  Bob  Brock,  William  Watson. 

5)  Dick  Christensen,  Dick  Baer,  Don  Brasure,  Bill  Burch,  Joecelyn  Jones,  Morgan  Jones,  Bob  Lipp,  Bill 

Townsend. 

6)  Jerrv  Chappie,  Nina  Chappie. 

7)  Dick  Bvron,  Harold  Bergwall,  Mike  Hamilton,  Jack  Mansfield,  Sonja  Mansfield. 

8)  Margaret  Stewart,  Mike  ZebehazyA  Jane  Heyer,  Alice  McKale. 
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9)  Joseph  Thill,  Kathleen  Thill,  Betsy  Potter. 

10)  Gerrv  Rising.  Mike  Galas,  Willie  D’Anna,  Dean  Tomasi,  Mike  Turisk. 

11)  Sharon  Sisti,  Bobbi  McDonald,  H.M.  Bateman,  Alec  Humann,  Marjorie  Harwitz. 

12)  Ann  Bauer,  Linda  Holmes,  Manon  Bee,  Joseph  Lesser,  Donna  Wieand. 

13)  Max  &  Jane  Mason,  Roger  Daniels,  Tad  Gerace,  J.  Grimnell,  Eileen  Hull,  Robert  Hull,  George  Mahaney, 
Marc  Mason,  Don  Thurau,  David  Whitcomb. 

14)  Robert  Leonard,  Lois  Abbott,  Valerie  Anton,  Rose  Anton,  Ken  Brandes,  Marion  Dorhaffer,  Mary  Saville. 

15)  Bill  Bogacki,  Ed  Ratajczak,  Art  &  Olga  Rosche. 

16)  Fran  Rew,  Lois  Buck,  Tom  Connare. 

17)  Audrey  Horbett,  Wavel  &  Maxine  Barber,  Leanne  Schultz. 

18)  Bruce  Chilton,  Peter  Yoerg. 

19)  Allegany  County  Bird  Club:  Katherine  Palmer,  Ron  Andrews,  Roy  Beilevvicz,  Sandy  Beilevvicz,  Faye 
Clancy,  Linda  Clark,  Alice  Evans,  Allen  Higby,  Gladys  Hotchkiss,  Lyle  Hotchkiss,  Margaret  Kaufman, 
Howard  Lange,  Mrs.  Howard  Lang,  Larry  Mullen,  Roger  Nicholson,  Mrs.  Roger  Nicholson,  Jean  Perry, 
John  Raybuck,  Vesta  Rice,  Elaine  Smith,  Emmett  Smith,  Manon  Smith,  William  Smith,  Ann  Voss,  Oliver 
Williams,  Mrs.  Oliver  Williams,  Larry  Wilson,  Jean  Wilson,  Richard  Wilson,  Audrey  Zilker. 

20)  Lake  Erie  Bird  Club:  Kathv  Stoll,  Chris  Budniewski,  Ray  Budmewski,  Sylvia  Clarke,  Paul  Farrer,  Joanne 
Goetz,  Terry  Mahoney,  David  Neveu,  Lucille  Neveu,  Marty  Sander,  Audrey  Schaefer,  Jeanine  Smith,  Ted 
Taft,  Ted  Taft,  Jr.,  Dons  Welch,  Tom  Welch. 

21)  Jamestown  Audubon  Society:  Bob  Sundell,  Gretchen  Carlson,  Otto  Carlson,  John  Cheney,  Dan  Cordosi, 
Julie  Heilman,  Jessie  Nelson,  Jean  Pigman,  Carol  ROby,  Charles  Sanderson,  Ruth  Sanderson, Bill  Seleen, 
Bill  Sharp,  Travis  Suckow,  Jason  Swanson,  Carol  Wagner. 

22)  Jamestown  Audubon  Society:  Bob  Sundell,  Scott  Allen,  Shawn  Allen,  Dan  Cordosi,  Joe  Fairbank, 
Jr., Linda  O'Brien. 

23)  Jamestown  Audubon  Society:  Bob  Sundell,  Dan  Cordosi,  Ranjit  Laka,  Jeremy  Maggio,  Steve  Maggio, 
Jean  Pigman,  Tom  Simons. 

24)  Tim  Baird,  Bert  Schweigert 

25)  Tim  Baird,  Marlis  Aaron,  Lucille  Bordonaro,  Alene  Church,  Margaret  Green,  Arlene  Knittle  Jacob 
Mosher,  Cora  Mosher,  Stephen  Eaton. 

26)  Allegany  County  Bird  Club:  Dons  Burton,  Llewellyn  Bump,  Roberta  Bump,  Mary  Jordan,  Bruce 
Smalley,  Ann  Scott,  Morns  Scott,  Jean  Young. 

27)  Allegany  County  Bird  Club:  Dons  Burton,  John  Bannett,  Margaret  Bannett,  Estella  Cronauer,  June 
Dickinson,  Audrey  Dunham,  George  Dunham,  Doris  Hurlburt,  Norman  Ives,  Bob  James,  Clarabel  James, 
Emma  Lou  King,  Helen  Link,  Lillian  Simons,  George  Smith,  Ruth  Smith,  Bill  Thompson,  Fran 
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Thompson,  Fred  Wygant,  Pat  Wygant. 

28)  Allegany  County  Bird  Club:  Diane  Converso,  Clarence  Klingensmith,  Viv  ian  Pit/. nek.  Charlotte  Anderson, 
Russell  Allen,  Warren  Bouck,  Donald  Brink,  Lonna  Brink,  Elizabeth  Brooks,  Vivian  Brownell,  Charlott 
Browning,  Judson  Browning,  Debbie  Bucholz,  Betty  Burdick,  Carl  Burdick,  Doris  Burton,  Clifford 
Button,  Dorthy  Bayless,  Fred  Bayless,  Zoe  Combs,  Jim  Copenheaver,  Cynthia  Culley,  Elsie  Cushing, 
Larry  Deverell,  Phyllis  Dubrevil,  Ann  Eisenhart,  Robert  Eisenhart,  Peter  Finlay,  Terry  Finlay,  Mary  Alice 
Fuller,  Walt  Franklin,  John  Gradom,  Sandra  Hotchkiss,  Linda  Hand,  Betty  Kellog,  Wayne  Kellog,  Elsie 
Kent,  Kathy  Kent,  Margaret  Klingensmith,  Ellen  Lamb,  Erma  Larson,  Barry  Lash,  Hannah  Lash,  Martha 
Lash,  Rachel  Lash,  Ed  Mason,  Marjorie  Mason,  Ken  McClure,  Marion  McClure,  Cathy  McDonald,  Mary 
Orsby,  Amy  Palmer,  Lyle  Pal  mi  ter,  Thelma  Palmiter,  Beverly  Perry,  Mary  Paterson,  Sean  Phelan,  Bob 
Pi  pal,  Michael  Pitzrick,  Raymond  Pitznck,  Dan  Ramsey,  Danielle  Ramsey,  Dan  Rase,  Peggy  Rase,  Davis 
Reynolds,  Joyce  Reynolds,  Ona  Reynolds,  Lynn  Rositzke,  Charles  Sharrett,  Violet  Sharrett,  Maureen 
Soule,  Connor  Stevens,  Bruce  Taggart,  Wilma  Taggart,  Evelyn  Thomas,  Bea  Thompson,  Pat  Tompkins, 
Theodore  Vossler,  Suzanne  Wood. 


Compiler:  RICHARD  COLLINS 

Tifft  Nature  Preserve 
Field  Trip 

May  9,  1993  w  as  a  beautiful  warm  spring  day  with  temperatures  reaching  near  80°F  in  the  early  afternoon. 
The  clear  blue  skies  and  light  southeast  winds  were  very’  condusive  to  migration  and  we  often  stopped  to  observe 
the  birds  as  they  moved  north. 

At  Lake  Kirstv,  Bob  Brock  pointed  out  a  male  Hooded  Merganser  as  a  Common  Tern  and  Spotted 
Sandpiper  Hew  over  the  lake. 

At  the  entrance  to  Mosquito  Junction  Boardwalk  Trail  we  stopped  to  observe  Black- throated  Blue  Warbler, 
three  male  Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks,  Nashville  Warbler,  Veery,  Great  Crested  Flycatcher,  Black-and-white 
Warbler,  and  a  Bay-breated  Warbler  that  was  first  seen  by  Roberta  Vallone.  This  first  of  three  Bay-breasted 
Warblers  was  representative  of  late  warbler  migration,  and  indicated  any  common  species  of  warbler  was  likely, 
with  the  possible  exception  of  Blackpoll  Warbler. 

On  Mosquito  Junction  Boardwalk  Trail  we  studied  Warbling  Vireo,  Northern  Oriole,  Red-eyed  Vireo, 
Chestnut-sided  Warbler,  Black-throated  Green  Warbler,  Magnolia  Warbler,  American  Redstart,  and  Scarlet 
Tanager  bringing  our  total  to  51  species! 

Back  on  the  Service  Road  we  saw  Blackburnian  Warbler,  Swainson’s  Thrush,  Eastern  Kingbird,  Common 
Yellowthroat,  White-crowned  Sparrows  and  a  Hock  of  about  15  migrating  Cedar  Waxwings,  while  listening  to 
Ovenbird  and  Belted  Kingfisher. 

Along  Warbler  Walk  we  saw  Great  Blue  Heron,  Swamp  Sparrow,  and  Common  Moorhen.  Lincoln’s 
Sparrow  was  carefully  studied  on  both  Warbler  Walk  and  Old  Tifft  Street,  while  a  Carolina  Wren  was  singing. 

At  Times  Beach  we  observed  a  migrating  group  of  six  Turkey  Vultures  and  one  Red-tailed  Hawk  glide  by, 
and  then  form  a  kettle  over  Buffalo  to  gain  altitude.  It  was  here  we  saw  our  74th  species  of  birds  and  our  16th 
species  of  warblers,  a  lovely  pair  of  Palm  Warblers. 

William  Watson 
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Williamsville  Glen:  Spring  1993 

The  accompanying  charts  show  the  birding  records  for  Williamsville  Glen  for  spring  1993, 
the  comparison  of  records  over  the  five  recent  years  that  these  spring  censuses  have  been 
conducted,  and  maximum  counts  together  with  the  dates  on  which  those  counts  occurred. 

A  quick  look  at  the  species  list  will  show  that  a  number  of  those  who  turned  in  lists  focused 
only  on  a  few  species  of  interest  to  them,  thus  producing  results  that  fail  to  give  a  full  accounting 
of  the  birds  present.  (One  way  to  see  this  is  to  check  the  number  of  dates  on  which  crows, 
ubiquitous  pests  in  the  glen,  were  recorded.)  Overall  coverage  was  also  less  this  year  than  in  the 
past,  the  number  of  days  censused  lower  than  in  any  previous  year.  This  resulted  in  the  lowest 
number  of  species  recorded,  and  the  second  lowest  (to  last  year)  number  of  warbler  species 
found. 


1989 

1990 

1991 

1992 

1993 

Totals 

Total  Species  . 

95 

102 

106 

88 

86 

136 

Total  Warbler  Species  . 

25 

24 

27 

20 

21 

31 

Total  Days  in  Field  . 

15 

19 

20 

20 

13 

87 

Despite  these  reservations,  we  do  get  at  least  a  partial  picture  of  the  migration  through  this 
quite  remarkable  area  from  this  year’s  records.  A  check  of  the  full  species  chart  (on  a  separate 
page)  will  show  that  the  number  of  individual  warblers  on  any  one  day  was  remarkably  low,  and 
the  following  chart  confirms  this  in  comparison  with  past  years.  Not  the  steady  decline  in 
maximum  single  day  warbler  counts  over  these  five  years. 


1989 

1990 

1991 

1992 

1993 

Max  1  Day  Total  Count . 

304 

283 

315 

210 

216 

May  Date  . 

16 

21 

12 

4 

11 

Max  1  Day  Warbler  Count . 

104 

132 

118 

70 

26 

May  Date  . 

19 

21 

8 

9 

1 

Max  1  Day  Total  Species  . 

63 

72 

73 

49 

51 

May  Date  . 

16 

21 

12 

13 

8 

Max  1  Day  Total  Warbler  Species  . 

18 

23 

22 

13 

13 

May  Date  . 

19 

21 

12 

18 

8,15 

The  news  is  not  all  bad,  however;  the  individual  warbler  counts  on  the  main  chart  indicate 
that  the  migration  was  spread  out  over  the  full  month  of  May.  Thus  this  year  the  warblers  didn’t 
bunch  up  on  single  days  as  much  as  in  the  past. 

Birders  who  contributed  lists  this  spring  include  Michael  Davis,  Don  Ehrenreich,  Linda 
Holmes,  Morgan  Jones,  Alice  McKale,  Mike  Morgante,  Don  Roberson,  and  Peter  Yoerg.  — 
Gerry  Rising 
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BOS  MEETINGS 


No  meetings  during  the  summer.  Happy  Summer  Birding! 

Sept.  8  This  will  be  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society’s  1200^  Meeting!  This  meeting  will  start  at 
6:00PM  and  will  be  held  at  Tifft  Nature  Preserve.  Members  are  encouraged  to  share  slides  or 
pictures  of  their  summer  birding  adventures.  A  brief  social  will  follow  the  meeting. 

Sept.  22  Nomination  Committee  will  present  the  slate  of  candidates.  A  discussion  will  follow  on  dues, 
membership  and  society  business. 

Oct.  13  Annual  Meeting  and  Election  of  Officers.  All  members  are  encouraged  to  take  part  in  this  important 
meeting. 

Oct.  27  Dr.  Melinda  LaBranche,  Assistant  Professor  of  Biology  -  SUNYC  at  Fredoma,  will  present  a  program 
on  the  Red-cockaded  Woodpecker. 

Nov.  10  McVev  Fund  Project  update.  The  program  will  will  include  Barn  Owl,  Purple  Martin,  and 
Prothonotary  Warbler  research  projects. 


Nov.  24  No  Meeting.  Happy  Thanksgiving. 

Dec.  8  Our  annual  Holiday  meeting  and  social.  Bring  a  friend  and  some  cheer  to  share! 


Dec.  22  No  Meeting.  Merry  Christmas! 


Reminder,  McVev  Fund  grant  requests  are  due  by  January  12,  1994! 


Marian  Dorhaffer  will  be  doing  book  reviews  as  part  of  other  programs  in  the  future.  If  you 
are  interested  in  doing  a  similar  mini  presentation  or  a  full  program,  contact  Program  Chairman 
Mike  Galas  at  693-4892.  We  are  currently  filling  ’94  dates  and  welcome  your  participation. 


Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  1 
through  June  15,  inclusive,  except  for  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December.  Meetings  begin  at  8 
p.m.  and  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020  Humbolt  Parkway,  Buffalo,  New  York. 

FIELD  TRIPS 


July  25:  Sunday.  Canadian  Shore  Trip.  Meet  at  7:00  A.M.  at  Vermont  and  Busti  or  7: 15  at  first  parking  lot 

(0.6  mi)  upstream  from  Peace  Bridge  on  Canadian  side.  Leader:  Dick  Byron  (662-4783). 

Aug.  29:  Sunday.  Canadian  Shore  Trip.  Meet  at  7:00  A.M.  at  Vermont  and  Busti  or  7: 15  at  first  parking  lot 

(0.6  mi)  upstream  from  Peace  Bridge  on  Canadian  side.  Leader  Dick  Byron  (662-4783). 

Sept.  5:  Sunday.  Tifft  Nature  Center.  Meet  at  7:30  A.M.  in  the  parking  lot  for  a  half-day  trip  for  warblers 

and  shorebirds. 

Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Trip  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 
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For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dtal-a  -Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings,  call  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  896-5200. 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler: 
Mr.  William  D’Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Drive  Extension,  Niagara  Falls,  NY  14304. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer:  Jane  Hever,  296  Westchester  Blvd.,  Kenmore,  NY 
14217  Tel.  (875-3318). 

Back  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  @  $0.50  per  copy. 

Editor:  Charles  D.  Halvorsen,  212  Main  Street,  West  Seneca,  NY  14224. 
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THE  MONTH:  June  1993 


After  a  cool  start  and  substantial  rainfall  early  in  the  month,  June  turned  pleasant,  but  it  still  produced 
some  staking  weather  effects.  The  average  temperature  of  66.0°  F  was  only  0. 1°  above  normal.  It  would 
have  been  higher  but  for  the  first  week  of  5°  below  average  readings.  Despite  those  eight  80°  or  above 
days,  no  temperature  records  were  set.  Meanwhile  the  precipitation  total  of  5.0  inches  was  almost  1.5 
inches  (40%)  above  normal,  but  most  of  the  ram  fell  at  night  leaving  only  nine  days  designated  cloudy  (not 

fair  or  partly  cloudy)  by  Buffalo’s 
National  Weather  Service  Forecast 
Office.  Almost  a  third  of  that  rain 
fell  on  the  5th,  exceeding  by  a  fifth 
of  an  inch  a  record  for  that  date  set 
in  1885. 

There  were  thunderstorms  on  the 
9th,  20th,  and  27th,  the  last  produc¬ 
ing  a  spectacular  lightning  display, 
local  hail  up  to  an  inch  in  diameter, 
and  downed  telephone  poles;  the 
month  wind  average,  however,  was 
a  mild  1 1  mph  with  the  maximum  1- 
minute  speed  30  mph  on  the  9th. 

Pitznck  reports  loss  of  a  few 
bluebird  and  Tree  Swallow 
nestlings  during  those  early  cold 
days. 

Exceptional  Records.  Benham  indicates  once  again  the  correlation  of  golf  with  ornithology:  he 
observed  a  Snowy  Egret  on  June  21  while  playing  the  Shendan  Park  course  in  the  Town  of  Tonawanda. 
This  represents  the  first  record  for  this  region  since  May  and  June  of  1987.  Rosenburg  found  two  Sedge 
Wrens  in  Buckhom  Island  State  Park  late  in  the  month.  This  rare  and  erratic  species  was  last  recorded 
here  in  1988  before  a  small  colony  in  Canada  became  inactive.  We  can  hope  that  these  birds  will  establish  a 
resident  group  in  Buckhorn  but,  given  their  past  history,  the  chances  are  small.  Several  Southern  Tier 
reports  of  Yellow-throated  Warbler  this  month  suggest  that  this  species  may  be  continuing  to  extend 
its  breeding  range  northward  into  our  territory. 

Other  Records  of  Interest.  Although  a  few  Common  Loons  are  occasionally  recorded  during  the 
summer  months  here,  the  six  seen  by  Listman  at  Point  Breeze  on  the  18th  seems  unusual.  His  additional 


On  this  chart  precipitation  rounding  to  0. 1  inch  or  more  is  reported  above  the 
baseline.  Fs  represent  fronts  passing  through  together  with  the  direction  from 
which  they  came,  the  bars  temperature  ranges,  and  vertical  lines  week  divi¬ 
sions:  thus  the  5th  was  a  Saturday,  the  6th  a  Sunday.  Airport  data  from  the 
National  Weather  Service  Forecast  Office,  Buffalo. 
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notation  that  five  of  them  were  immature  is  odd  too.  I  understand  that  loons  and  other  waterfowl  species 
that  winter  along  the  Atlantic  Coast  have  suffered  recently  with  many  dead  birds  picked  up.  These  local 
stragglers  may  relate  to  those  problems.  Watson’s  Buckhom  Island  cormorant  counts  at  least  indicate  no 
increase:  this  year’s  maximum  141  down  slightly  from  last  year’s  152,  but  now  they  are  beginning  to  nest. 
Fishermen  and  I  are  not  amused:  we’ll  soon  be  deluged  with  these  filthy  birds. 

The  reports  of  Northern  Goshawks  by  Brooks  and  Chilton;  Red-shouldered  Hawks  by  Brooks, 

Chilton,  Holmes,  Pitznck,  and  Roberson;  and  Broad-winged  Hawks  by  Andrle,  Brooks,  Chilton, 

Holmes,  Pitznck,  Roberson,  Rosche,  and  Wagner  and  Filor  this  month,  including  several  nesting  records, 
come  from  widely  separated  areas  of  the  Southern  Tier  and  suggest  either  better  coverage  or  an  increase  in 
the  numbers  of  these  summer  residents.  Beardslee  and  Mitchell  record  goshawk  as  a  very  rare  summer 
resident,  red-shoulder  as  a  fairly  common  summer  resident  (!),  and  broad-wing  as  an  uncommon  summer 
resident,  but  their  numbers  on  recent  breeding  bird  censuses  imply  that  all  three  species  are  now  at  best 
very  uncommon  summer  residents. 

The  Solitary  Sandpiper  recorded  by  D’Anna  and  Potter  on  the  21st  represents  the  first  June  record  for 
this  species  since  1987.  Davis  and  Cohen  have  located  a  new  Upland  Sandpiper  nesting  area  at  the  edge  of 
the  Tillman  Refuge  in  the  Town  of  Clarence,  a  welcome  addition  given  the  building  around  the  turf  farms 
in  the  northern  part  of  that  same  town.  I  have  seen  none  at  that  older  location  this  year. 

Supportive  data  is  still  lacking  for  three  Forster’s  Terns  reported  in  Chautauqua  County  on  the  4th.  DEC 
personnel  tell  me  that  the  Black  Tern  colony  at  Tonawanda  Wildlife  Management  Area  was  quite  differently 
distributed  this  year,  but  that  their  breeding  season  was  successful.  The  nesting  Short-eared  Owl  recorded 
by  D’Anna  and  Potter  in  the  Town  of  Porter  on  the  20th  represents  the  first  summer  record  since  1988. 
Beardslee  and  Mitchell  list  this  as  an  irregular  rare  summer  resident.  It  is  good  to  see  the  Whip-poor-wills 
continuing  to  do  well  in  Wainfleet  Bog.  Watson’s  count  of  seven  matches  the  recent  high  in  1990. 

Olive-sided  Flycatchers,  always  the  last  of  the  spring  migrants,  continued  well  into  June  this  year; 
Yellow-bellied  Flycatchers,  their  late  migrating  partners,  did  not  last  quite  so  long;  and  Acadian  Flycatchers 
seem  to  holding  their  own  in  their  local  breeding  sites.  It  is  interesting  to  estimate  what  the  true  population 
of  a  species  like  Common  Raven  is  across  the  Southern  Tier.  This  year  what  appear  to  be  seven  different 
ravens  were  reported,  but  surely  these  are  only  the  evident  representatives  of  this  shy,  deep  woods  species. 

Pitznck  recorded  a  Philadelphia  Vireo  on  the  3rd,  the  only  June  record  in  at  least  eight  years.  The  sum¬ 
mer  warbler  picture  is  quite  interesting.  We  continue  to  see  evidence  of  the  decline  of  the  Golden-winged 
Warbler  population  in  this  region:  only  one  bird  of  that  species  reported  against  three  blue-winged  golden¬ 
winged  hybrids.  The  number  of  species  reported  from  locations  south  of  Buffalo  are  encouraging  even  if 
the  actual  numbers  of  birds  except  for  Yellow-rumped  Warblers  are  distressingly  small.  Here  are  species 
numbers  turned  in  by  observers:  Brooks  11  including  Nashville,  prairie,  and  hooded;  Chilton  three  includ¬ 
ing  Louisiana  Waterthrush;  D’Anna  and  Potter  parula,  yellow-throated,  pine,  and  prairie;  Holmes  nine 
including  cerulean  and  Northern  Waterthrush;  Pitzrick  13  including  Nashville,  prairie,  Louisiana 
Waterthrush,  and  mourning;  Roberson  six  including  both  hybrids;  Schweigert  12  including  two  hybrids, 
yellow -throated,  prairie.  Northern  Waterthrush,  hooded,  and  Canada;  and  Sundell  six  including  both 
hybrids,  parula,  yellow-throated,  prairie,  and  chat.  (Note  that  these  lists  are  not  to  be  compared  with  each 
other  since  some  of  these  observers  report  only  the  most  unusual  species.) 

The  number  of  Orchard  Oriole  reports  is  encouraging.  Brooks  found  evidence  of  Red  Crossbills  in  the 
Towns  of  Almond  and  Ward.  Often  after  an  incursion  a  few  of  these  birds  remain  behind.  And  the  number 
of  reports  of  Pine  Siskins  is  increasing  from  their  recent  low  ebb. 

Briefly  noted.  Although  a  few  Hermit  Thrushes  were  reported  this  month,  Pitznck  notes  their 
absence  from  a  usual  location  in  the  Town  of  Ward  “where  many  new  cabins  have  been  built  in  this 
wooded  area.”  She  adds,  “Another  favorite  woods  has  been  cut  over  in  the  Town  of  Amity  and  this  thrush 
is  missing  here  too.”  Does  this  departure  indicate  sensitivity  to  humans  or  to  the  creation  of  forest  openings 
that  encourage  the  immigration  of  predators  and  parasites?  Listman  continues  to  provide  most  interesting 
reports  of  birds  moving  past  Point  Breeze  at  the  eastern  Lake  Ontario  border  of  our  region.  Among  those 
reports  this  month  are  1900  Cedar  Waxwings  on  the  10th,  a  quite  remarkable  number  of  these  birds.  (This 
surely  responds  to  Holmes’  recently  expressed  concern  about  the  status  of  this  erratic  species.)  On  the  14th 
Listman  also  noted  a  very  late  east  moving  flight  of  27  Turkey  Vultures.  —  Gerry  Rising 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification 
according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (B.O.S.  1991)  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(0  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area. 


Name  of  Bird 

June 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Common  Loon 

14 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitznck 

44 

18,21 

6,4 

Pt.  Breeze,  L.  Ont. 

Listman 

44 

20,27 

4,3 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

28 

1 

Barcelona  Harbor 

Sundell 

D. -crest.  Cormorant 

2 

100 

Pt.  Breeze,  L.  Ont. 

Listman 

44 

3-30  max. 

7  on  nests 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

44 

8 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

44 

20 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Listman 

44 

22 

1 

Mayville 

Sundell 

44 

24 

141 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

Least  Bittern 

13 

2 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

44 

20 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Listman 

Great  Egret 

20 

o 

Iroquois  NWR 

Listman 

44 

30 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Andrle  et  al 

*  Snowy  Eeret 

21 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Benham 

Bl.-cr.  Night-Heron 

18,29 

9,15 

Motor  Is.,  Niag.  R. 

Watson 

Green- winged  Teal 

24 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson 

44 

25 

1 

Batavia 

Listman,  Nicoletti 

44 

27 

1 

Randolph  Twp. 

Schweigert 

American  Black  Duck 

14 

3 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson 

Northern  Pintail 

2 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Andrle,  Rew 

44 

24 

2 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson 

Northern  Shoveler 

1 

3 

Iroquois  NWR 

Holmes  (EABC) 

44 

20 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Listman 

Gad  wall 

20 

20 

Iroquois  NWR 

Listman 

44 

25 

4 

Batavia 

Listman,  Nicoletti 

44 

30 

4 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson 

American  Wigeon 

10 

19 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Roberson 

44 

20 

4 

Iroquois  NWR 

Listman 

44 

25 

2 

Batavia 

Listman,  Nicoletti 

44 

29 

22 

Motor  Is.,  Niag.  R. 

Watson 

44 

30 

17 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson 

Redhead  (releases) 

1-20 

6-19 

Iroquois  NWR 

many  observers 

Lesser  Scaup 

21 

1 

Allegany  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Scaup  species 

24,30 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson 

Hooded  Merganser 

25 

3 

Batavia 

Listman,  Nicoletti 

Common  Merganser 

6 

2 

Allegany  S.P. 

Sundell  et  al 

44 

21 

lad+8v. 

Allegany  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

24,30 

5,5 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson 
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Name  of  Bird 

June 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Red-br.  Merganser 

6 

3 

Fort  Ene,  Ont. 

Andrle 

66 

24 

1 

Goat  Island 

Watson 

Turkey  Vulture 

14 

27 

over  Pt.  Breeze 

Listman 

Osprey 

5 

1 

Allegany  S.P. 

Sundell  et  al 

66 

6 

1 

Great  Valley  Twp. 

Watson 

66 

23 

(3  nests)  3 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

Andrle  et  al 

66 

27 

(4  nests)  8 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

Sundell 

Bald  Eagle 

1 

1  imm. 

Iroquois  NWR 

Holmes  (EABC) 

66 

24 

1  imm. 

Steamburg 

Rew,  Horbett 

64 

25 

1  imm. 

Iroquois  NWR 

Listman,  Nicoletti 

Northern  Goshawk 

2,16,25 

l,4,3@nest 

Pine  Hill  S.F. 

Chilton  et  al 

66 

9,11,18 

2ad.+3y. 

PDBA  Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

66 

18 

2ad+2v. 

W.  Almond  Twp. 

Brooks 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

14 

7 

over  Pt.  Breeze 

Listman 

Semipalmated  Plover 

20 

1 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

25F 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Listman,  Nicoletti 

66 

30 

1 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Andrle  et  al 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

21 

1 

Ashford  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Upland  Sandpiper 

13 

1 

Hartland  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

66 

13,16 

3-4,3 

Clarence  Twp. 

Davis 

Semipalm.  Sandpiper 

4L 

2 

Ellery  Twp. 

Sundell 

Dunlin 

1L 

1 

Ellery  Twp. 

Sundell 

Great  Black-b.  Gull 

18 

33 

Barcelona  Harbor 

Sundell 

66 

24 

23 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson 

Black  Tern 

1 

2 

Ellery  Twp. 

Sundell 

66 

20 

3 

Iroq.  NWR  &  Tona.  WMA 

Listman 

Short-eared  Owl 

20 

2ad.-t-2v. 

Porter  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Common  Nighthawk 

7 

8 

Pt.  Breeze,  L.  Ont. 

Listman 

*  Whip-poor-will 

3 

3 

Wainfleet  Twp.,  Ont. 

Galas  (BOS) 

66 

17 

7 

Wainfleet  Twp.,  Ont. 

Watson 

Yellow-b.  Sapsucker 

13 

1 

Eden  Twp. 

Galas 

Pileated  Woodpecker 

13 

1 

Hartland  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

66 

20 

1 

Lewiston  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Olive-s.  Flycatcher 

1 

1 

Tonawanda  Ind.  Res. 

Holmes  (EABC) 

66 

7 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

66 

8,11 

u 

Ashford 

Chilton 

6 

12L 

1 

Ashford  Twp. 

D’Anna  et  al 

Yellow-b.  Flycatcher 

2 

1 

Wilson  Twp. 

Andrle,  Rew 

46 

7L 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Chilton 

Acadian  Flycatcher 

12 

1  PDBA 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

66 

21 

1 

Allegany  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

66 

28 

1 

South  Valley  Twp. 

D’Anna  et  al 

66 

28 

1  PDBA 

South  Valley  Twp. 

D’Anna  et  al 

66 

29 

1  PDBA 

Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

Andrle  et  al 

66 

30 

1  PDBA 

South  Valley  Twp. 

Sundell 

Bank  Swallow 

22 

30 

Machias  Twp. 

Chilton 

66 

25 

200 

Batavia 

Listman,  Nicoletti 

66 

27 

90 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Clilt  Swallow 

13 

1 

Hartland 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Blue  Jay 

2 

102 

over  Pt.  Breeze 

Listman 

Common  Raven 

1 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

66 

12 

2 

Allegany  S.P. 

Turisk,  D’Anna 

64 

16,21,22 

1,1,1  PDBA 

Amity  Twp.  &  Lake 

Pitzrick 
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Name  of  Bird 

June 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Common  Raven 

17 

1 

Great  Valley  Twp. 

Schweigert 

66 

21 

2PDBA 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

24 

1 

Lewiston  Twp. 

Andrle,  Thill 

*Sedge  Wren  24,25,30 

1  2  1 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Rosenburg 

Marsh  Wren 

12 

1 

Machias  Twp. 

Schweigert  et  al 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

4 

2 

Bush  Hill  S.F. 

Chilton 

“  6.13.21.28 

1-7  PDBA 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

“  14,19,27 

4,2,4  PDBA 

McCartv  Hill  S.F. 

Schweigert 

66 

26 

1  PDBA 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

Bl.-gr.  Gnatcatcher 

2 

2 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

Eastern  Bluebird 

1-30 

27  pairs 

A  mi  tv  Lake 

Pitzrick 

Northern  Mockingbird 

2 

1 

Andover  Twp. 

Brooks 

Cedar  Waxwing 

10 

1900 

over  Pt.  Breeze 

Listman 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

3L 

1 

Ward  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

Golden-wing.  Warbler 

12 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

“Brewster’s  Warbler” 

5-24 

1 

Allegany  S.P. 

manv  observers 

“Lawrence’s  Warbler” 

23 

1 

Allegany  S.P. 

Andrle,  Roberson  et  al 

66 

24 

1 

Allegany  S.P. 

Rew  Horbett 

66 

27 

1 

Allegany  S.P. 

Sundell 

Golden-w.  Warbler  (backcross)  1  -30 

1 

Great  Valley  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Nashville  Warbler 

1-30 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

66 

2 

1 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

Northern  Parula 

12.21 

U 

Allegany  S.P. 

D’Anna  et  al 

66 

13 

2 

Allegany  S.P. 

Yoerg 

Bl.-thr.  Bl.  Warbler 

4 

7 

Rock  City  S.F. 

Chilton,  Mosher 

Yellow-r.  Warbler 

1-30 

1-12 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

66 

1-30 

1-6 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

66 

1-30 

1-6 

Andover  Twp. 

Brooks 

66 

5,6 

2 

Allegany  S.P. 

Sundell 

66 

12 

1 

Alma  Twp. 

Pitznck 

66 

12 

1 

Scio  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

66 

23 

1 

Franklinville  Twp. 

Holmes 

66 

23 

2 

Allegany  S.P. 

Andrle 

*Yellow-thr.  Warbler 

6 

1 

Allegany  S.P. 

Schweigert 

D’Anna  et  al 

66 

12,21 

1,2 

Allegany  S.P. 

Pine  Warbler 

13 

1-2 

Allegany  S.P. 

Yoerg 

D’Anna,  Potter 

66 

21 

1 

Allegany  S.P. 

Prairie  Warbler 

4.12.24 

2 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

66 

6,12 

1,1 

Ellicottville  Twp. 

Schweigert  et  al 
D’Anna  et  al 

66 

12.21 

1,1 

Ellicottville  Twp. 

66 

23 

1 

Carroll  Twp. 

Andrle,  Roberson  et  al 

Bl.-and-wh.  Warbler 

2 

1 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitznck 

66 

3 

1 

Ward"  Twp. 

Pitznck 

*Yellow-br.  Chat 

6 

1 

Allegany  S.P. 

Sundell 

Vesper  Sparrow 

1-30 

1-4 

Andover  Twp. 

Brooks 

66 

27 

1 

Cambria  Twp. 

Andrle,  Thill 

66 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 
Henslow’s  Sparrow 

28 

1-30 

2 

8  reports 

Barre  T wp. 
throughout  WNY 

Chilton 

14 

3 

Clarence  Twp. 

Galas 

66 

30 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

3.6.19 

1  PDBA 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

66 

4.30 

7  4 

Bush  Hill  S.F. 

Chilton 

66 

11 

4  PDBA 

Machias  Twp. 

Chilton 
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Name  of  Bird 

June 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

14,19 

0  3 

McCarty  Hill  S.F. 

Schweigert 

44 

18 

3  PDBA 

Almond  Twp. 

Brooks  et  al 

44 

23 

1  PDBA 

W.  Almond  Twp. 

Brooks 

Orchard  On  ole 

6 

1 

Yates  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

6 

2  @  nest 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

21 

1 

Dayton  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

22,30 

1,2 

Carroll  Twp. 

Sundell 

Pine  Siskin 

23 

16 

W.  Almond  Twp. 

Brooks 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded . 248 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  .  5 

Total  for  year . 253 


Correction 

The  report  of  the  B.O.S.  May,  1993  Bird  Count  in  the  June  issue  of  the  Prothonotary  (Vol.  59.  No.  6. 
pp  79-84)  incorrectly  lists  Dick  Collins  as  the  compiler.  The  Compiler  was  Joseph  Thill.  Please  take  note  of  this 
important  fact. 

Also  in  the  same  article  under  WARBLERS  -  FINCHES,  (p.  81)  Yellow-throated  Warbler  should  be 
Yellow-throated  Vireo. 

In  the  Month  (pp.71-72)  the  year  in  the  column  headings  for  migrant  sightings  should  be  1993. 

Whip-poor-will  Trip 
June  2,  1993 

The  popularity  of  our  annual  Whip-poor-will  dinner  trip  is  growing.  Forty  one  individuals  met  at  Vermont 
and  Busti  and  proceeded  to  the  Lotus  Garden  Restaurant  in  Port  Colbome,  Ont.  for  a  fine  Chinese  dinner. 

During  dinner,  Blayne  Farnan  mentioned  the  Grasshopper  Sparrows  on  Miner  Road.  Last  year  we  tried 
successfully  for  them  in  the  same  location,  but  this  year  was  different.  Blayne  quickly  spotted  a  Grasshopper 
Sparrow  and  put  it  in  his  scope  for  some  new  birders.  It  was  a  life  bird  for  them  and  we  shared  in  their 
excitement.  An  Eastern  Meadowlark,  Mockingbird,  and  Eastern  Kingbird  added  to  our  tally.  Blayne  had  a 
Cooper’s  Hawk  nest  located  but  the  night  was  coming  on  fast  so  we  decided  to  proceed  to  Wilson  Road. 

It  didn’t  take  long  before  several  Whip-poor-wills  were  singing.  A  few  lucky  birders  even  got  to  see  one 
on  the  gravel  road.  A  cool  night  kept  the  pesky  mosquitoes  down  but  also  cut  short  the  Whip-poor-will’s  singing 
which  we  heard  from  about  9:00  to  9:45  P.M. 

The  Yellow-breasted  Chat,  Common  Nighthawk  and  Black-billed  Cuckoo  were  absent  this  year.  We  did 
hear  several  Willow  Flycatchers,  an  Indigo  Bunting  and  Yellow  Warblers.  The  evening  was  topped  off  with  a 
Woodcock  flying  past  several  times. 

This  is  a  leisurely  combination  birding  and  dining  trip.  It  requires  very  little  walking.  If  you  haven’t  been 
able  to  come,  make  it  a  point  to  sign  up  next  year.  Can  we  top  1993’s  forty  one  dining  birders?  According  to  our 
Chinese  restaurant  host,  he  has  room  for  around  70  people.  Perhaps  we  will  see  you  next  year.  Happy  Birding! 

Mike  Galas 

v  »L» 
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Results  of  the  1993  Spring  MiniCensuses 

A  total  of  295  minicensuses  were  taken  by  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  members  through 
April,  May,  and  early  June  of  this  year.  The  21  censusing  teams  and  individuals  together  with  a 
general  indication  of  the  area  they  censused  were:  Maxine  and  Wavel  Barber  and  Ann  Bauer 
(Como  Park  Nature  Trail),  Anna  Bauer  (Sacred  Heart  Cemetery,  Bowmansville),  Gordon  Bellerby 
(Port  Weller  east),  Don  Brasure  (Ellicott  Creek  Park),  David  Cooper  (Lewiston  Heights),  Michael 
Davis  (Forest  Lawn  Cemetery),  Joe  DiDomenico  (DD  Acres  in  Elma),  Steve  Eaton  (Eaton  Bush, 
Allegany),  Linda  Holmes  (Sinking  Ponds),  Jane  Flyer,  Margaret  Stewart,  Alice  McKale,  and  Ellen 
Schopp  (Hamilton  Huggins  Trail,  Tonawanda),  Alice  McKale  (Walton  Woods,  Amherst),  Cathy 
Mueller  (Harbour  Pointe,  Lakeffont  Boulevard  and  Erie  Basin  Marina),  Marcia  O’Bara  (Pine 
Woods  Park,  North  Tonawanda),  Vivian  Pitzrick  (Amity  Lake),  Marilyn  and  Blake  Reeves 
(Bryant  Hill,  Ellicottville),  Fran  Rew  and  Bob  Andrle  (Lakeside  Cemetery,  Hamburg),  Don 
Roberson  (Goat  Island),  Mary  Saville  (N.  Freeman  Road),  Leane  Schultz  and  Audrey  Horbett 
(Cazenovia  Park),  Joe  Thill  (Tonawanda  Nature  Preserve),  and  William  Watson  (Two  Mile  Creek, 
Tonawanda). 

Over  5500  individual  birds  were  tallied  of  which  2335  were  warblers.  (Note  that  many  of  those 
birds  were  repeated  records  on  subsequent  trips.)  As  expected,  the  data  supplements  the 
“Noteworthy  Records”  of  this  publication  in  two  ways.  First,  it  provides  a  picture  of  the  entire 
migration  rather  than  focusing  on  arrival  and  departure  dates.  And  second,  it  provides  a  better 
picture  of  birds  in  the  region  by  including  many  areas  that  are  not  birding  “hotspots”.  As  we  know 
from  experience,  places  like  Tifft  Nature  Preserve  will  often  produce  very  early  and  very  late 
records  simply  because  of  their  special  location  at  migration  route  barriers.  The  information  from 
these  counts  supplements  that  kind  of  information  by  averaging  across  the  region. 

The  accompanying  charts  provide  two  looks  at  the  same  data.  The  first  gives  the  count  totals 
for  all  teams  grouped  by  three  day  periods.  The  second  normalizes  this  data  by  dividing  the  count 
totals  by  the  number  of  counts  on  that  day  (and  multiplying  the  result  by  100  to  avoid  small 
decimals.)  On  this  second  chart  then,  an  entry  of  100  would  mean  that  an  average  of  one  bird  of 
that  species  had  been  seen  on  each  count  in  that  date  period.  (Because  the  sums  of  these  numbers 
are  large,  the  totals  at  the  bottom  are  divided  by  10.)  Since  the  number  of  counts  remains  near  20 
for  the  periods  from  April  28-30  to  May  19-21  (except  for  the  14  May  7-9  counts),  within  that  date 
span  the  second  chart  provides  little  additional  information. 

Clearly  higher  numbers  for  a  species  represent  migration  peaks.  I  urge  readers  to  refer  to  the 
charts  to  observe  how  these  migrants  behave.  Notice,  for  example,  how  the  Golden-crowned 
Kinglets  peak  at  about  April  20  with  their  numbers  falling  off  quickly  after  that;  and  how  the  ruby- 
crowns  maintain  high  numbers  through  the  last  half  of  April.  Notice  too  how  Yellow-rumped 
Warblers  appear  to  pass  through  in  successive  waves.  You  can  also  see  our  “season  closing”  late 
migrants  confirmed  here:  Blackpoll  and  Mourning  Warblers  and  Indigo  Bunting.  The  warbler 
count  totals  suggest  that  this  year  the  best  time  to  seek  them  out  was  May  7  to  9,  a  weekend  period 
of  remarkably  fine  weather  when,  interestingly,  fewer  routes  were  covered. 

Now  the  question  arises:  where  do  we  go  from  here?  I  am  very  pleased  with  the  response  of 
members  to  this  additional  research  task.  In  particular,  it  is  encouraging  to  find  society  newcomers 
contributing  to  this  project.  On  the  other  hand  a  great  deal  of  work  goes  into  the  compilation  of 
these  results:  Doris  and  I  spent  several  long  days  entering  this  data.  Should  we  do  it  again?  I 
simply  do  not  know.  At  a  time  when  the  press  of  other  work  forces  me  to  reduce  my  society 
responsibilities,  I  am  still  prepared  to  do  the  computer  work  and  reports  if  others  organize  and 
collect  the  count  data.  A  team  conducting  this  project  next  year  or  in  some  later  year  should  seek 
wider  coverage  of  the  region  and  more  participants.  A  decision  about  the  future  or  non-future  of 
this  activity  and  the  way  it  is  conducted  I  leave  to  the  Society.  —  Gerry  Rising 
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Chestnut-sided  Warbler 

Magnolia  Warbler 

Cape  May  Warbler 

Black-thr  Blue  Warbler 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

Black-thr  Green  Warbler 

Blackburnian  Warbler 

Yellow-throated  Warbler 

Pine  Warbler 

Palm  Warbler 

Bay-breasted  Warbler 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

Cerulean  Warbler 

Black-and-white  Warbler 

American  Redstart 

Prothonotary  Warbler 

Ovenbird 

Northern  Waterthrush 

Louisiana  Waterthrush 

Mourning  Warbler 

Common  Yellowthroat 

Hooded  Warbler 

Wilson’s  Warbler 

Canada  Warbler 

Yellow-breasted  Chat 

Scarlet  Tanager 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 

Indigo  Bunting 

Fox  Sparrow 

Swamp  Sparrow 

White -crowned  Sparrow 

Bobolink 

Rusty  Blackbird 

Northern  Oriole 

Number  of  Reports: 

Total  Count  Adjusted: 

Warbler  Count  Adjusted: 
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Bluebird  Tips 

The  Eastern  Bluebird  population  is  down  this  year,  we  think  because  of  the  mid-March  storms  which 
caught  them  in  migration.  It  will  be  interesting  to  find  whether  or  not  those  nesting  lay  larger  clutches  of  eggs. 
Already  I  have  one  box  with  6  eggs,  but  only  4  hatched.  At  this  latitude  (42°  N.)  and  altitude  ( 1700  ft.),  the  first 
nesting  very  often  are  lost  to  weather. 

Once  again,  in  checking  the  reason  for  an  unused  or  sometimes  deserted  box,  w-e  often  find  the  culprit  to 
be  a  wasp  which  builds  a  paper  nest  inside,  usually  under  the  ceiling  or  perhaps  on  a  tiny  projection  on  the  side  or 
back  near  the  top. 

So  far,  in  flicking  out  the  wasp  nest  with  my  fingers,  I  have  not  been  stung,  probably  because  the  sudden 
light  when  the  box  is  opened  confuses  the  wasp.  Then,  if  the  bee  does  not  come  back,  often  a  bird  will  use  the 
box.  A  light  dusting  with  1%  rotenone  garden  dust  (no  other  chemical  additives)  may  often,  but  not  always, 
discourage  the  wasp  from  returning. 

Are  you  having  trouble  monitoring  your  front-opening  boxes  when  a  coon  guard  is  over  the  entrance? 
George  Niemic  has  the  solution:  drop  the  door  about  1/4  inch,  but  put  the  nails  for  hinges  lower  than  the  usual  1 
inch.  He  must  have  experimented  because  all  his  boxes  function  beautifully.  (Thank  you  once  more,  George,  for 
your  help  again  this  year!) 

Finally,  one  last  tip:  a  narrow  putty  knife  is  a  splendid  tool  for  clearing  out  a  nest  box  after  the  nestlings 
have  fledged.  Also  it  is  light  to  carry. 

Vivian  Mills  Pitznck 

vT*  vf  ■»  vL*  Mi 
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Titmouse  Songs  and  Gnatcatchers 

Tufted  Titmice  have  become  almost  common  here  at  Amity  Lake.  They  tried  nesting  this  year  at  our 
neighbors’,  the  Adames,  twice  but  squirrels  destroyed  both  nests.  Now  they  must  be  nesting  in  the  woods  nearby 
but  as  yet  I  haven’t  located  the  sites. 

The  many  different  calls  which  they  make  have  intrigued  me.  At  the  nest  site  or  when  upset,  they  sputter 
something  like  a  mad  chickadee  with  a  cold  short  “zree  zree.”  Then  there  is  the  loud  upward  slur  repeated  over  and 
over,  or  an  emphatic  “PEET-er”  (up-down).  Sometimes  they  forget  the  “er”  and  just  yell  “PEET.”  To  some  their 
repetition  can  get  monotonous.  Occasionally  I  have  heard  them  talking  in  soft  clear  notes,  just  bits  of  sound, 
possibly  as  they  are  studying  some  food  supply  or  maybe  just  communicating  with  one  another  as  chickadees 
often  do. 

One  call  puzzled  me  as  it  was  so  unlike  any  song  I  had  ever  heard  from  a  Titmouse.  Two  nervous  birds 
were  “singing”  a  fine  soft,  but  emphatic,  waxwing-quality  “shree  shree.”  Getting  grandson  Mike’s  10  X  50 
Nikon  binoculars  on  the  two  chickadee-sized  birds,  I  realized  they  weren’t  Titmice  at  all  but,  although  their  backs 
were  gray,  their  tails  were  very  long  with  white  outer  feathers— Blur-gray  Gnatcatchers!  As  I  watched,  one, 
carrying  bits  of  fine  material,  went  to  a  high  place  about  20  feet  up,  on  a  vertical  soft  maple  branch  where  a  second 
joined  the  first.  There  in  the  crotch,  she  busily  went  about  completing  a  compact  little  nest.  As  she  tried  it  for  size 
(or  fitted  the  lining  to  her  body),  her  long  tail  projected  comically  over  the  edge. 

Meanwhile,  the  other  Gnatcatcher  fiercely  drove  away  any  other  bird  venturing  near,  including  an 
unsuspecting  Least  Flycatcher. 

Vivian  Mills  Pitznck 
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MEMBERSHIP  NEWS 

Welcome  to  new  Corresponding  Member: 

Tim  Baird 
242  East  State  St. 

Salamanca,  NY  14779 
Tel.  945-2539 

Please  note  the  following  address  changes: 

Ron  Lange 

Hart  Mt.  &  Sheldon  Wildlife  Refuge 
P.O.Box  111 
Lakeview,  OR  97630 

Rev.  Raymond  Pry  bis 
391  Michigan  Ave,  NE 
Washington,  DC  20017-0152 

Gustave  J.  Yaki 
420  Beunswick  Ave.,  SW 
Calgary,  Alberta  Canada  T2S  1N8 

a#  a#  vi>  %.?  *  vt> 

BOS  MEETINGS 

No  meetings  during  the  summer.  Happy  Summer  Birding! 

Sept.  8  This  will  be  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society’s  1200^  Meeting!  This  meeting  will  start  at 
6:00PM  and  will  be  held  at  Tifft  Nature  Preserve.  Members  are  encouraged  to  share  slides  or 
pictures  of  their  summer  birding  adventures.  A  brief  social  will  follow  the  meeting. 

Sept.  22  Nomination  Committee  will  present  the  slate  of  candidates.  A  discussion  will  follow  on  dues, 
membership  and  society  business. 

Oct.  13  Annual  Meeting  and  Election  of  Officers.  All  members  are  encouraged  to  take  part  in  this  important 
meeting. 

Oct.  27  Dr.  Melinda  LaBranche,  Assistant  Professor  of  Biology  -  SUNYC  at  Fredonia,  will  present  a 
program  on  the  Red-cockaded  Woodpecker. 

Nov.  10  McVey  Fund  Project  update.  The  program  will  include  Barn  Owl,  Purple  Martin,  and  Prothonotary 
Warbler  research  projects. 

Nov.  24  No  Meeting.  Happy  Thanksgiving. 

Dec.  8  Our  annual  Holiday  meeting  and  social.  Bring  a  friend  and  some  cheer  to  share! 

Dec.  22  No  Meeting.  Merry  Christmas! 
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Reminder,  McVey  Fund  grant  requests  are  due  by  January  12,  1994! 

Marian  Dorhaffer  will  be  doing  book  reviews  as  part  of  other  programs  in  the  future.  If  you  are 
interested  in  doing  a  similar  mini  presentation  or  a  full  program,  contact  Program  Chairman  Mike  Galas  at 
693-4892.  We  are  currently  filling  ’94  dates  and  welcome  your  participation. 


Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  1 
through  June  15,  inclusive,  except  for  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December.  Meetings  begin  at  8 
p.m.  and  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020  Humbolt  Parkway,  Buffalo,  New  York. 

FIELD  TRIPS 


Aug.  29:  Sunday.  Canadian  Shore  Trip.  Meet  at  7:00  A.M.  at  Vermont  and  Busti  or  7: 15  at  first  parking  lot 

(0.6  mi)  upstream  from  Peace  Bridge  on  Canadian  side.  Leader:  Dick  Byron  (662-4783). 

Sept.  5:  Sunday.  Tifft  Nature  Center.  Meet  at  7:30  A.M.  in  the  parking  lot  for  a  half-day  trip  for  warblers 

and  shorebirds.  Leader:  Ed  Crohn  (839-2259) 

Sept.  11-12:  Saturday  and  Sunday.  Hawk  Cliff  Weekend  for  Hawks.  (Rain  date.  Sept.  18-19)  This  is  south  of 
St.  Thomas,  Ontario,  where  County  Road  22  ends  at  the  Lake  Erie  shore.  It  is  60  miles  from 

77  J 

Buffalo.  The  local  bird  club  has  activities  here  both  weekend.  For  further  details  call  Bill  Burch 
(773-3690).  We  will  watch  the  weather  and  may  go  on  Friday  or  postpone  it. 

Oct.  1-3:  Friday-Sunday.  Cape  May  Fall  Weekend  of  the  New  Jersey  Audobon  Society.  Register  by  Sept.  11 

for  the  $259  package. 

Oct.  10:  Sunday.  BOS  October  Bird  Count. 

Oct.  17:  Sunday.  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge.  Meet  at  8:00  A.M.  at  Amherst  Book  World.  0.1  mile 

east  of  Main  and  Transit.  Leader:  David  Suggs  (836-2868). 

Oct.  30:  Saturday  not  Sunday.  Lake  Ontario  Plains  of  eastern  Niagara  and  Orleans  Counties.  Meet  in 

Wright’s  Corners  (north  of  Lockport)  on  Hwy.  78  at  the  new  Tops  market  just  north  of  the  Hwy 
104  intersection.  Meet  at  8:00  A.M.  Leader:  Willie  D’Anna  ( 1-73 1-4348). 

Oct.  3 1:  Sunday.  Daylight  Saving  Time  ends.  Set  your  clocks  back  one  hour. 

Nov.  7:  Sunday.  Niagara  Loop  Trip.  Meet  at  8:00  A.M.  at  Vermont  &  Busti.  Note:  Trip  may  not  cross  to 

Ft.  Erie. 

Nov.  21:  Sunday.  Niagara  River  for  gulls  and  waterfowl.  Joint  trip  with  Rochester  GOS.  Meet  at  9:30  A.M. 

at  Old  Fort  Niagara  in  the  parking  lot  just  outside  the  old  fort.  Leaders:  Bob  Spahn  of  GOS  and  Bob 
Brock  (876-5862). 

Dec.  2-6:  Thursday-Monday.  ABA  Regional  Conference  in  Niagara  Falls,  Ont.  Sign  up  shortly  after,  but  not 

before  August  16.  The  package  is  $435. 

Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Trip  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 
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For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a  -Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings,  call  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  896-5200. 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler: 
Mr.  William  D’Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Drive  Extension,  Niagara  Falls,  NY  14304. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer:  Jane  Heyer,  296  Westchester  Blvd.,  Kenmore,  NY 
14217  Tel.  (875-3318). 

Back  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  @  $0.50  per  copy. 

Editor:  Charles  D.  Halvorsen,  212  Main  Street,  West  Seneca,  NY  14224. 
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THE  MONTH:  July  1993 

Hot!  In  striking  contrast  to  last  year,  this  July  was  sultry.  The  temperature  average  of  73.4°  F  was  2.3' 
above  normal,  most  of  the  excess  deriving  from  that  eight  day  period  from  July  4-11.  Many  of  the  lows 
during  that  heat  wave  were  in  the  70s,  adding  to  the  discomfort.  I  always  think  (favorably)  of  Buffalo  as 
having  about  ten  days  each  summer  with  temperatures  above  80°.  Not  this  year.  As  the  chart  shows,  we 

cuiu.  Oil  ivjui  it  lCatiiCu 

90°.  The  95°  on  the  fifth  tied  the 

100^ 

July  1993  Weather 
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record  for  that  date.  Sunshine  pre¬ 
vailed  with  only  four  days  rated  by 
the  Weather  Bureau  as  mostly 
cloudy.  Lake  Erie  water  temperature 
rose  to  77°  on  the  12th  and  stayed  at 
75°  through  the  end  of  the  month. 

Although  there  was  some  varia¬ 
tion  across  the  region,  rainfall  was 
generally  sparse,  the  month’s  total 
of  1.8  inches  1.3  inches  below 
normal.  There  were  several  violent 
thunderstorms:  on  July  1 1-12,  26, 
28,  and  29. 

Exceptional  Records.  The 

remarkable  feature  of  this  month  is 
the  lack  of  new  exceptional  records. 
Along  with  the  usual  (but  welcome) 

Southern  Tier  reports  of  breeding  goshawks  and  ravens  and  Prairie  Warblers,  the  two  most  striking  July 
records  represent  birds  continuing  from  June:  the  Sedge  Wrens  on  Buckhom  Island  and  the  Yellow- 
throated  Warblers  in  Allegany  State  Park. 

Other  Records  of  Interest.  The  total  of  individual  birds  recorded  on  this  year’s  18  June  Breeding 
Bird  Censuses  (which  should  have  appeared  in  last  month’s  summary)  was  4%  below  the  average  for  the 
27  years  this  program  has  been  mounted  in  this  region.  What  I  find  most  surprising  about  this  count  is  the 
fact  that  the  number  of  warblers  this  year  is  34%  above  the  27  year  average.  A  further  check  shows  that 
that  does  not  even  represent  a  freak  year.  The  number  of  warblers  over  the  past  four  years  has  also  been 
26%  above  that  same  27  year  average.  The  positive  tendency  is  welcome,  of  course,  but  it  flies  in  the  face 


On  this  chart  precipitation  rounding  to  0. 1  inch  or  more  is  reported  above  the 
baseline.  Fs  represent  fronts  passing  through  together  with  the  direction  from 
which  they  came,  the  bars  temperature  ranges,  and  vertical  lines  week  divi¬ 
sions:  thus  the  3rd  was  a  Saturday,  the  4th  a  Sunday.  Airport  data  from  the 
National  Weather  Service  Forecast  Office,  Buffalo. 
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of  almost  all  other  evidence,  including  evidence  from  these  same  counts  across  the  nation.  I  suspect  that 
none  of  you  believe  that  the  answer  to  the  question  “Where  have  all  the  warblers  gone?”  is  Western  New 
York,  so  this  information  is  very  hard  to  assimilate.  Other  groups  whose  populations  are  well  above  aver¬ 
age  are  (with  this  year‘s  and  the  most  recent  four  year  comparisons  with  the  27  year  average):  waterfowl 
(91%,  107%),  hawks  and  owls  (17%,  26%),  gulls  and  terns  (366%,  214%),  tanagers  to  buntings  (39%, 
28%),  and  finches  (37%,  28%).  Those  well  below  those  same  averages  are:  marsh  and  game  birds  (-1 1%, 
-33%),  shorebirds  (-25%,  -12%),  sparrows  (-15%,  -14%),  and  blackbirds  and  orioles  (-43%,  -  30%). 
Many  of  these  trends  are  reflected  in  our  other  regional  counts. 

Shorebirds.  Here  is  how  this  year’s  early  fall  shorebird  arrival  dates  compare  with  last  year,  with  the 
average  and  earliest  arrival  dates  for  1986  to  1992,  and  with  the  number  of  those  years  in  which  the  species 
was  recorded: 


Species 

1993 

1992 

Ave  86-92 

Early  86-92 

Yrs  Rec 

Black-bellied  Plover 

July  31 

July  31 

August  2 

July  6 

7 

Semi-palmated  Plover 

July  16 

July  26 

July  15 

July  6 

7 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

July  10 

July  30 

July  9 

June  23 

7 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

— 

July  3 

June  29 

June  23 

7 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

July  14 

July  22 

July  7 

June  27 

7 

Whimbrel 

— 

— 

July  23 

July  6 

4 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

July  21 

July  12 

July  21 

July  8 

7 

Sander  ling 

July  16 

July  21 

July  23 

July  14 

7 

Semi-palmated  Sandpiper 

July  16 

July  12 

July  11 

July  4 

7 

Least  Sandpiper 

July  5 

July  3 

June  29 

June  26 

7 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

July  20 

July  31 

July  18 

July  8 

7 

Stilt  Sandpiper 

July  23 

July  26 

July  15 

July  6 

7 

Short-billed  Dowitcher 

July  16 

July  11 

July  3 

June  26 

7 

Wilson's  Phalarope 

— 

— 

July  30 

July  4 

6 

On  average  the  return  dates  for  1993  are  slightly  ahead  of  those  for  1992.  That  evidence  is  weak,  but  it 
does  fit  what  we  might  expect.  With  the  terrible  nesting  season  last  year  due  to  the  cold  and  rain,  these 
birds’  return  south  ought  to  have  been  delayed.  This  season’s  records  may  relate  to  the  fronts  from  the 
north  that  moved  through  the  region  on  July  12  and  20,  but  the  evidence  is  equivocal. 

Briefly  noted.  In  a  look  ahead  Pitzrick  reports  promise  of  a  good  red  oak  mast  crop,  an  overabun¬ 
dance  of  apples,  but  a  spotty  crop  of  hawthorn  fruits.  —  Gerry  Rising 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification 
according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (B.O.S.  1991)  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(0  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area. 


Name  of  Bird 

July 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Common  Loon 

18 

1 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert,  Koopman 
D’Anna,  Watson 

26,30 

2,2 

Niagara  Falls 

D. -crest.  Cormorant 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

3-30 

209  max. 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

Least  Bittern 

3 

1 

T i f ft  N.P. 

Watson 

20 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Holmes  et  al 
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Name  of  Bird 

July 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Great  Blue  Heron 

20 

68 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Holmes  et  al 

Great  Egret 

3-20 

3-4 

Iroq.  N.W.R.  &  vicinity 

Many  observers 

Bl.-cr.  Night-Heron 

3 

7 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

Mute  Swan 

10 

1 

Windmill  Pt.,  Ont. 

Watson  et  al 

Green-winged  Teal 

23 

7 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Schaffner,  Watson 

Gadwall 

3,15 

6,4 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson 

American  Wigeon 

3 

2 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson 

46 

3 

20 

Motor  Is.,  Niagara  River 

Watson 

64 

14 

o 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

64 

21 

1+  9  y. 

LaSalle  Park,  Bflo. 

Andrle 

46 

30 

14 

LaSalle  Park,  Bflo. 

Watson 

Redhead  (releases) 

14 

1  ad.+  2  y. 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

Greater  Scaup 

3 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson 

Lesser  Scaup 

21 

1 

LaSalle  Park,  Bflo. 

Andrle 

Scaup  species 

18 

1 

Buckhom  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

Hooded  Merganser 

11,17 

3  9 

Machias  Twp. 

Schweigert 

44 

18-30 

2 

Wales  Twp. 

O.  Rosche 

66 

21 

I 

LaSalle  Park,  Bflo. 

Andrle 

64 

22 

1 

Burgeson  W.S. 

Sundell,  Seleen 

Common  Merganser 

3 

1  ad.+  8  v. 

Allegany  S.P. 

Holmes 

44 

3,15 

6,7 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson 

44 

10,25 

2,4 

Windmill  Pt.,  Ont. 

Watson 

Osprey 

3 

6 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

Schweigert,  Reed 

66 

4 

3  ad.+  4  v. 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

Watson 

Bald  Eagle 

27 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Holmes,  Ruhl 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

1 

lnest  w/ly. 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Andrle,  Rew 

Northern  Goshawk 

i  ?h  pno  A 

1  UV«  .  A  JL-/  A  A 

Pine  Hill  S.F. 

Schweigert,  Reed 

Black-bellied  Plover 

3  IF 

2 

Windmill  Point,  Ont. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Semipalmated  Plover 

16F 

1 

Windmill  Pt.,  Ont. 

Watson,  Yoerg 

46 

21 

5 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Benham 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

10F 

1 

Jaeger  Rocks,  Ont. 

D’Anna,  Watson  et  al 

64 

23 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Schaffner,  Watson 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

14F 

5 

Iroq.  NWR  &  vicinity 

Watson 

66 

30 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Benham 

Upland  Sandpiper 

5 

1 

Persia  Twp. 

Schweigert 

66 

29,30 

1 

Pom  fret  Twp. 

Mosher 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

21F 

3 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Benham,  Andrle  et  al 

Sanderling 

16F 

2 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Watson,  Yoerg 

Semipalm.  Sandpiper 

16F 

29 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Watson,  Y oerg 

66 

23 

4 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Watson,  Schaffner 

Least  Sandpiper 

5F 

3 

Cattaraugus  State  Pond 

Schweigert 

66 

9 

6 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Watson 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

20F 

4 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Heyer,  McKale 

Stilt  Sandpiper 

23  F 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Schaffner,  Watson 

Short-b.  Dowitcher 

16F,  25 

26,32 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Watson  et  al 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

3F 

7 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson 

Ring-billed  Gull 

18 

6500  est. 

Y  ales  T wp. 

D’Anna 

Caspian  Tern 

10 

1 

Windmill  Point,  Ont. 

Watson,  D’Anna  et  al 

64 

14 

1 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Watson 

44 

20 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Holmes  et  al 

Black  Tern 

o 

15 

Iroquois  NWR  &  vicinity 

Watson 

Black-billed  Cuckoo 

10-14 

2 

Wales  Twp. 

O.  Rosche 

64 

11 

1 

Ellicottville  Twp. 

Holmes 
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Name  of  Bird 

July 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Black-billed  Cuckoo 

21 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Benham 

Yellow-billed  Cuckoo 

23 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Schaffner,  Watson 

44 

31 

1 

Humberstone  Twp.,  Ont. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Short-eared  Owl 

18 

1  fledged  y. 

Y  ates  T wp.  . 

D’Anna 

Acadian  Flycatcher 

1 

1  +  2  y.PDBA 

Lakeview 

.Andrle,  Rew 

44 

5 

2PDBA 

Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

Andrle 

Bank  Swallow 

18 

800 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert,  Koopman 

Cliff  Swallow 

4-7 

25 

Allegany  S.P. 

Hess 

44 

18 

1 

Yates  Twp. 

D’Anna  * 

44 

31 

2 

Moulton  Twp.,  Ont. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Common  Raven 

11 

1  PDBA 

Andover  Tw  p. 

Brooks 

44 

13 

2PDBA 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

Tufted  Titmouse 

18 

3 

Buckhom  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

Winter  Wren 

5 

1 

Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

Andrle 

Sedge  Wren 

16,31 

2,1 

Buckhom  Is.  S.P. 

Galas 

44 

18 

1 

Buckhom  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

Marsh  Wren 

21 

5 

Tillman  WMA 

Holmes 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

6,10 

1,1  PDBA 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

11 

1  PDBA 

Andover  Twp. 

Brooks 

“Brewster’s  Warbler” 

9 

1 

Tonawanda  Ind.  Res. 

Watson 

Golden-w.  Warbler  (backcross)  1-6 

1 

Great  Valley  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Bl.-thr.  Bl.  Warbler 

5 

10 

Allegany  S.P. 

Hess 

Yellow-r.  Warbler 

2,4 

1,2 

Franklinville  Twp. 

Holmes 

44 

3 

7 

Allegany  S.P. 

Holmes 

44 

11 

1 

Ellicottville  Twp. 

Holmes 

44 

18 

1 

Cattaraugus  State  Pond 

Schweigert 

44 

7  1  P 

w'  X  1 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Potter,  D’Anna 

Yellow-thr.  Warbler 

3 

3 

Allegany  S.P. 

Holmes 

Praine  Warbler  1,8,15,24 

2,2, 1,3  PDBA 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

3,28 

1,1  PDBA 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitznck 

44 

11 

1 

Ellicottville  Twp. 

Holmes 

Bl.-and-w.  Warbler 

28-31 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitznck 

Prothonotary  Warbler 

2 

2 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

44 

17 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Benham 

Vesper  Sparrow 

11 

2 

Andover  Twp. 

Brooks 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 

11 

1 

Freedom  Tw'p. 

Schweigert 

Henslow’s  Sparrow 

21 

3 

Clarence  Twp. 

Holmes 

White- thr.  Sparrow 

10 

2  PDBA 

McCarty  Hill  S.F. 

Schweigert 

44 

10 

2  PDBA 

Allenburg  Bog 

Schweigert  et  al 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded .  25  * 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  .  " 

Total  for  year .  255 

j 
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Since  1967,  Members  and  friends  of  B.O.S.  have  cooperated  annually  in  this  breeding  bird  survey. 
Essentially,  the  procedure  (see  Prothonotary,  Vol.  33  No.  10,  pg.  12.  1968)  involves  the  recording  of  all  birds 
seen  or  heard  in  three  minutes  at  each  of  50  stops  one-half  mile  apart  on  a  defined  route  by  one  observer  starting 
one-half  hour  before  sunrise  on  any  day  in  June.  There  are  18  routes  in  Western  New  York  which  are  shown  on  a 
map  (see  Prothonotary ,  Vol.  57  NO.  10,  pg.  121.  1991).  In  eleven  years,  including  this  one,  all  routes  were 
covered.  One  route  was  missed  on  each  of  nine  years  and  two  were  missed  on  six  other  years  including  this  year. 
In  1982  when  more  than  four  routes  were  not  covered  the  survey  was  eliminated. 


The  following  listing  shows  the  observers  and  assistants  for  each  route.  Names  underlined  indicate  new 
cooperators  to  whom  we  give  special  thanks. 

Route  Co-operator 

No.  Name  Observer  Assistant 

045 

Phillip’s  Creek 

Elizabeth  Brooks 

Doris  Burton 

046 

Swain 

Elizabeth  Brooks 

Clarence  Klingsmith 

052 

Mt.  Morris 

Douglas  Basset 

Sue  Mercer 

053 

Hamburg 

William  Bogacki 

Edward  Ratajczak 

054 

West  Seneca 

Joe  Di  Domenico 

Diane  DiDomenico 

055 

Gainesville 

John  Milton 

none 

056 

Cattaraugus 

Timothy  Baird 

Beth  K.  Baird 

057 

East  Java 

Dave  Junkin 

Marty  Junkin 

058 

Castile 

Douglas  Basset 

Sue  Mercer 

059 

Randolph 

Timothy  Baird 

Beth  K.  Baird 

060 

Centerville 

Kenneth  A.  Cohen 

061 

Sheridan 

Frances  Rew 

Lois  Buck 

062 

Cherry  Hill 

Robert  Sundell 

none 

063 

Nashville 

Gerald  Rising 

Doris  Rising 

064 

St.  Johnsburg 

Don  Roberson 

Tom  Insalaco 

065 

E.  Youngstown 

Willie  DAnna 

Betsy  Potter 

066 

Byron 

Gail  Seamans 

111 

South  Vandallia 

Regina  VanScoy 

James  VanScoy 

Over  the  26  years  the  total  number  of  species  per  year  has  ranged  from  107  to  127  with  1 15  as  the  median. 
This  year  the  total  was  1 18  species.  The  overall,  26  year  total  remains  at  168  including  one  hybrid  and  five  late 
migrants. 

Because  the  Yellow-throated  Vireo  is  missing  from  this  year’s  summary,  the  number  of  species  seen  every 
year  now  stands  at  68.  However  it  is  heartening  to  see  reports  of  Northern  Bobwhite  again,  especially  since  one 
sighting  was  from  a  new  route  not  among  the  reports  prior  to  1983.  This  data  might  be  considered  to  reinstate  the 
species  in  a  future  B.O.S.  Checklist. 

The  total  species  per  route  ranged  from  39  to  81  with  60  the  median,  while  the  total  individuals  varied  from 
562  to  1982  with  758  being  the  median  and  16,339  the  overall  total.  This  was  the  second  lowest  total  in  26  years. 

The  following  listing  shows  how  the  status  relates  to  rank  in  the  26  years  as  well  as  the  number  of  species  in 
each  status. 


Status 

Rank 

Number 

H+ 

1 

18 

H 

2  &  3 

20 

H- 

4,5  &  6 

6 

M+ 

7,8,9  &  10 

17 

M 

11,12,13,14,15,  &16 

24 
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M- 

17,18,19  &  20 

4 

L+ 

21,22  &  23 

7 

L 

24  &  25 

11 

L- 

26 

11 

Table  I  shows  the  species  recorded  as  well  as  their  status  in  respect  to  numbers  in  past  years  also 
the  adjusted  totals  and  the  percentage  of  routes  in  which  the  species  were  recorded.  An  asterisk  after  the  species 
name  in  Table  I  indicates  it  has  been  recorded  every  year. 


TABLE  I 


Species 

Status  Total 

%Rts 

Species 

Status  Total 

%Rts 

Great  Blue  Heron* 

M 

22 

56 

Marsh  Wren 

H 

12 

6 

Green-backed  Heron* 

M- 

12 

33 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

M- 

1 

6 

Canada  Goose 

H+ 

81 

22 

Eastern  Bluebird* 

H- 

22 

61 

Wood  Duck 

H- 

11 

28 

Veery* 

L+ 

40 

78 

Mallard* 

M 

32 

56 

Hermit  Thrush 

M+ 

6 

12 

Turkey  Vulture 

M+ 

9 

22 

Wood  Thrush* 

M- 

138 

100 

Northern  Harrier 

M 

2 

11 

American  Robin* 

L- 

1282 

100 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

M+ 

1 

6 

Gray  Catbird 

L+ 

168 

94 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

M+ 

5 

22 

Northern  Mockingbird 

M+ 

3 

6 

Broad-winged  Hawk 

M 

1 

6 

Brown  Thrasher* 

L- 

9 

28 

Red-tailed  Hawk* 

H+ 

23 

61 

Cedar  Waxwing* 

M+ 

188 

94 

American  Kestel* 

M 

19 

61 

European  Starling* 

M+ 

2151 

100 

Ring-necked  Pheasant* 

M 

115 

61 

Solitary  Vireo 

H+ 

16 

22 

Ruffed  Grouse 

M 

1 

6 

Warbling  Vireo* 

M 

46 

78 

Wild  Turkey 

M+ 

3 

11 

Red-eyed  Vireo* 

L+ 

125 

100 

Northern  Bobwhite 

H+ 

2 

11 

Blue-winged  Warbler* 

H 

28 

39 

Virginia  Rail 

H 

1 

6 

Nashville  Warbler 

H 

4 

11 

Killdeer* 

L 

130 

84 

Yellow  Warbler* 

M 

368 

100 

Spotted  Sandpiper* 

L 

1 

6 

Chestnut-s.  Warbler* 

H 

48 

61 

Upland  Sandpiper 

M 

5 

17 

Magnolia  Warbler 

H 

24 

28 

Ring-billed  Gull 

H 

1283 

33 

Yellow-r.  Warbler 

H+ 

14 

17 

Rock  Dove* 

L- 

146 

94 

Bl.-thr.  Green  Warbler 

H 

26 

28 

Mourning  Dove* 

M 

451 

100 

Blackburnian  Warbler* 

H+ 

20 

22 

Black- billed  Cuckoo* 

L+ 

7 

33 

Prairie  Warbler 

H+ 

4 

11 

Yellow-billed  Cuckoo 

M 

2 

11 

American  Redstart* 

M+ 

26 

44 

Cuckoo  sp. 

1 

6 

Ovenbird* 

H 

63 

56 

Great  Homed  Owl 

M 

9 

11 

Northern  Waterthrush 

H- 

2 

11 

Barred  Owl 

M 

1 

6 

Mourning  Warbler* 

H 

17 

50 

Chimney  Swift* 

M 

51 

67 

Common  Y ellowthroat* 

H 

300 

94 

Rubv-thr.  Hummingbird* 

M+ 

6 

33 

Hooded  Warbler 

H+ 

14 

39 

Belted  Kingfisher* 

L+ 

10 

39 

Canada  Warbler* 

L 

1 

6 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker 

M+ 

7 

22 

Scarlet  Tanager* 

M+ 

30 

67 

Yellow-b.  Sapsucker 

H 

13 

33 

Northern  Cardinal* 

H 

213 

94 

Downy  Woodpecker* 

M 

24 

67 

Rose-b.  Grosbeak* 

H- 

66 

72 

Hairy  Woodpecker* 

M+ 

4 

22 

Indigo  Bunting* 

M 

140 

89 

Northern  Flicker* 

M 

49 

94 

Rufous-s.  Towhee* 

L 

30 

39 

Pileated  Woodpecker* 

H+ 

6 

33 

Chipping  Sparrow* 

M 

363 

100 

Eastern  Wood  Pewee 

L 

32 

67 

Field  Sparrow* 

L 

88 

83 

Alder  Flycatcher* 

H- 

25 

44 

Vesper  Sparrow7* 

L 

9 

28 

Willow  Flycatcher* 

M- 

52 

84 

Savannah  Sparrow* 

L- 

236 

100 
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Species 

Status  Total 

%Rts 

Species 

Status  Total 

%Rts 

Least  Flycatcher* 

L 

39 

89 

Grasshopper  Sparrow* 

M 

8 

22 

Eastern  Pheobe* 

H- 

60 

78 

Song  Sparrow* 

L- 

812 

100 

Great  Cr.  Flycatcher* 

M 

31 

72 

Swamp  Sparrow* 

M 

19 

28 

Eastern  Kingbird* 

M- 

68 

94 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

H+ 

6 

11 

Homed  Lark* 

L- 

16 

17 

Dark-eyed  Junco* 

H+ 

45 

50 

Purple  Martin* 

L 

9 

11 

Bobolink* 

L- 

286 

94 

Tree  Swallow* 

H 

76 

89 

Red-w.  Blackbird* 

L- 

1254 

100 

N.  Rough-w.  Swallow* 

H- 

23 

39 

Eastern  Meadowlark* 

L 

157 

94 

Bank  Swallow* 

L+ 

25 

28 

Common  Grackle* 

L- 

771 

100 

Cliff  Swallow 

H- 

20 

22 

Brown-head.  Cowbird* 

L+ 

111 

94 

Bam  Swallow* 

M 

475 

100 

Orchard  Oriole 

H+ 

2 

6 

Blue  Jay* 

M 

138 

100 

Northern  Oriole* 

L+ 

86 

100 

American  Crow* 

M 

807 

100 

Purple  Finch* 

H+ 

34 

67 

Bl.-cap.  Chickadee* 

H 

138 

94 

House  Finch 

H 

254 

100 

Tufted  Titmouse 

H 

3 

11 

Red  Crossbill 

H 

2 

6 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

H- 

6 

11 

Pine  Siskin 

H 

1 

6 

White- br.  Nuthatch 

M 

12 

44 

American  Goldfinch* 

M+ 

381 

100 

Brown  Creeper 

M+ 

2 

6 

House  Sparrow* 

L- 

558 

100 

Carolina  Wren 

H 

1 

6 

House  Wren* 

L 

142 

94 

Winter  Wren 

H 

4 

17 

Table  II  lists  those  species  which  appear  to  be  definitely  increasing  or  decreasing,  based  on  the  premise  that  a 
species  is  considered  to  be  increasing  if  its  numbers  exceeded  its  median  number  for  at  least  the  last  six  years  or 
decreasing  if  the  numbers  are  below  the  median.  By  this  definition  the  maximum  number  of  years  must  be  13  for  a 
26  year  period.  Four  species  have  been  deleted  from  the  increasing  list,  namely  Great  Blue  Heron,  Northern 
Hamer,  Rock  Dove,  and  Mourning  Dove.  Although  the  Great  Blue  met  the  criteria  it  has  shown  a  steady  drop  in 
the  last  five  years.  Mourning  Dove  populations  appear  to  have  reached  a  plateau  for  the  last  8  years.  Four  species, 
Northern  Flicker,  Red-eyed  Vireo,  Grasshopper  Sparrow  and  Northern  Oriole  failed  to  meet  the  decreasing 
criteria. 


Table  II 


Species  Years  Above  Species  Years  Below 


Increasing 

Median 

Decreasing 

Median 

Canada  Goose 

11 

Brown  Thrasher 

12 

Turkey  Vulture 

10 

Rufous-sided  Towhee 

13 

Red-b.  Woodpecker 

12 

Field  Sparrow 

10 

Tree  Sparrow 

9 

Savannah  Sparrow 

13 

Blue  Jay 

11 

Henslow’s  Sparrow 

9 

American  Crow 

10 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

13 

Red-b.  Nuthatch 

12 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

13 

Eastern  Bluebird 

10 

Common  Grackle 

8 

Cedar  Waxwing 

8 

House  Sparrow 

8 

Yellow  Warbler 

8 

Hooded  Warbler 

9 

Northern  Cardinal 

12 

Chipping  Sparrow 

13 

Dark-eved  Junco 

12 

House  Finch 

13 

by  Walter  Klabunde 
4923  Creek  Road 
Lewiston,  NY  14092 
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The  Estate  of  Dr.  Harold  H.  Axtell 

by  Joseph  DiDomenico 

Last  fall,  the  BOS  mourned  the  passing  of  Dr.  Harold  Axtell.  He  died  on  October  24th,  1992.  In  May  of 
this  year,  the  BOS  was  notified  that  we  were  named  in  his  Last  Will  and  Testament.  As  president  of  the  BOS,  I 
completed  a  Release  of  Executor  form  on  behalf  of  the  Society  and  returned  it  to  the  lawyers  who  are  handling  his 
will.  I  would  like  to  highlight  some  of  the  major  points  contained  in  his  will. 

a.  He  left  his  house  to  Ernst  Reinhart 

b.  All  books,  writings,  materials  of  a  psychological  or  philosophical  nature  are  to  be  left  to  the  Buffalo 
Unitarian-Universalist  Church. 

c.  All  books  and  other  materials  related  to  birds  and  other  natural  sciences  as  well  as  all  bird  pictures 
(except  one  of  a  Falcon)  to  Long  Point  Bird  Observatory. 

d.  Several  other  items  to  various  individuals. 

e.  To  distribute  his  remaining  cash  assets  to  the  following  organizations: 

1.  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  -  10% 

2.  Buffalo  Audubon  Society  —  10% 

3.  National  Audubon  Society  -  10% 

4.  New  Jersey  Audubon  Society  —  5% 

5.  Hawk  Mountain  Sanctuary  Association  —  20% 

6.  Bergen  Swamp  Preservation  Society  —  5% 

7.  American  Humanist  Association  --  15% 

8.  The  Nature  Conservancy  —  5% 

9.  The  Nature  Conservancy  of  Western  New  Y ork  —  5% 

10.  several  individuals  --  total  of  15% 

It  is  hard  to  predict  when  the  funds  will  be  distributed,  but  I  anticipate  that  a  partial  disbursement  will 
probably  be  made  before  the  end  of  the  year.  A  very  approximate  guess  would  be  around  $20,000  as  our  share. 
The  entire  document  will  be  available  at  our  regular  meetings  if  anyone  wishes  to  examine  it. 


jjc  SjC  #$€  «{« 

6  *h  Annual  Little  Biddy  Birdathon 
Same  Old  Story? 

Well  birders,  the  great  experiment  to  foil  the  Roadrunners  failed  dismally.  Despite  the  extra  hour  for  us 
slowpokes,  the  irrepressible  Roadrunners  rose  to  the  challenge  and  snatched  the  Rubber  Ducky  Award  for  the 
sixth  straight  year.  Congratulations  are  certainly  order  to  Dick  Collins,  Joe  DiDomenico,  Mike  Galas,  Gerry 
Rising  and  new  team  member  Steve  Perry.  Next  year  we’re  going  to  insist  that  you  guys  do  it  drug-free  though, 
that  is,  NO  COFFEE! 

This  year’s  Birdathon  did  see  some  firsts:  we  had  3  new  team  entrants— the  “Catbirds”,  “Niagara 
Nighthawks”,  and  “Hubaras”,  whom  we  heartily  welcome.  Shamefully  absent  this  year  were  the  “Will(we  ever 
win)ets”,  “Leisurely  Ladies  Listing  League”,  and  “Southtown  Sharpies.”  Word  has  it  that  some  of  these  birders 
had  the  audacity  to  venture  to  other  lands  to  do  their  spring  bird  watching— terribly  disloyal.  Improved  this  year  in 
the  standings  (The  “Personal  Best”  Award?)  were  the  “Yellow  Bellies  Saps”  (2nd  place)  and  “Laidback  Lawyers” 
(5th  place).  Congrats  to  those  teams,  getting  closer  counts  a  little! 

1993  Little  Biddy  Birdathon:  12  teams  participated,  seeing  a  collective  total  of  162  species,  including  28m 
species  of  warblers  and  1  hybrid.  37  double  pointers  were  recorded,  i.e.  species  seen  by  one  team  only. 

1st  Place:  Roadrunners,  you  know  those  guys.  5/15/93,  Williamsville  Glen,  Swamps,  Iroquois  NWR.  96 
species,  18  warblers,  9  doubles,  125  total  points.  Double  pointers:  Sharp-shinned  Hawk,  Semipalmated  Plover, 
Brown  Thrasher,  Lesser  Yellowlegs,  Least  Sandpiper,  Pine  Warbler,  Prairie  Warbler,  Grasshopper  Sparrow, 
Henslow’s  Sparrow. 
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2nd  Place:  Yellow-bellied  Saps,  Alec  Humann,  Roberta  McDonald,  Sharon  Sisti,  H.M.  Bateman,  Jim 
Horn.  5/16/93,  Iroquois,  Tifft  N.P.,  Glen.  85  species,  14  warblers,  3  doubles,  103  total  points.  Doubles:  Black 
Duck,  Short-billed  Dowitcher,  Prothonotary  Warbler. 

3rd  Place:  Cattbirds,  Bert  Schweigert,  Tim  Baird,  Steve. Eaton,  Madeline  Miles.  5/9/93,  Salamanca, 
Allegany  State  Park.  78  species,  15  warblers,  3  doubles,  97  total  points.  Doubles:  Common  Loon,  Osprey, 
Lawrence’s  Warbler. 

4th  Place:  Niagara  Nighthawks,  Gordon  Bellerby,  Mary  Ellen  Hebb,  Richard  Knapton,  Marcia  Jacklin. 
5/16/93,  Port  Weller,  east  and  west.  75  species,  15  warblers,  6  doubles,  96  total  points.  Doubles:  Oldsquaw, 
Homed  Lark,  Caspian  Tem,  N.  Mockingbird,  Bonaparte’s  Gull,  Northern  Parula. 

5th  Place:  Laidback  Lawyers,  Ken  Cohen,  Lauren  Rachlin,  Jean  Rachlin.  5/9/93  Rock  Point/Morgan’s 
Point.  73  species,  15  warblers,  6  doubles,  94  total  points.  Doubles:  Bufflehead,  Ruddy  Turnstone,  Short-eared 
Owl,  Red-breasted  Nuthatch,  Swainson’s  Thrush,  Philadelphia  Vireo. 

6th  Place:  Affable  (Laughable)  Lawyers,  Ken  Cohen,  Bill  Brodenck,  Whitney  Mallam.  5/21/93,  Iroquois 
and  area.  66  species,  8  warblers,  2  doubles,  total  points:  78.  Doubles:  Great  Egret,  Golden-winged  Warbler. 

7th  Place:  Bluebirds,  Hans  Kunze,  Marion  Bee,  Mike  Buccier,  Leslie  Tucker.  5/13/93,  Warsaw, 
Wyoming,  Iroquois.  66  species,  9  warblers,  2  doubles,  77  total  points.  Doubles:  Bald  Eagle,  Vesper  Sparrow. 

8th  Place:  (TIE)  Team  Junco:  Dave  &  Marty  Junco.  5/23/93  The  Junco  Nest  &  Beaver  Meadow  Audubon 
Ctr.  59  species,  8  warblers,  4  doubles,  71  total  points.  Doubles:  Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker,  Solitary  Vireo,  Hairy 
Woodpecker,  Upland  Sandpiper. 

Wishful  Warbler  Watchers  of  Westfield,  Kate  Hentz,  Beth  Robson,  Emily  Laird,  Marg  Smith.  5/15/93, 
Pt.  Gratiot,  Barcelona.  62  species,  9  warblers,  71  total  points. 

9th  Place:  Swallow  Hollow  Five,  Dennis  Gralak,  Susan  Gralak,  Julie  Braun.  5/23/93,  Tifft  N.P.  52 
species,  10  warblers,  62  total  points. 

10th  Place:  The  Hubaras,  Paul  Ziebarth,  Virginia  Ziebarth,  Edward  Crohn,  Mary  Ann  Stegmeier. 
5/22/93,  Tifft  N.P.,  Times  Beach  N.P.  52  species,  1  double,  61  total  points.  Double:  Tree  Sparrow. 

11th  Place:  Sinking  Ponds  Skippers,  Linda  L.  Holmes,  Cathy  Mueller.  5/13/93,  Sinking  Ponds  & 
vicinity.  47  species,  7  warblers,  1  double,  55  total  points.  Double:  Great  Homed  Owl. 

We  saw  some  great  birds,  didn’t  we?  The  participation  was  excellent  this  year,  and  I  love  the  feedback  and 
notes  sent  in  with  all  the  results,  mostly  about  birds  that  appeared  just  seconds  after  the  time  limit  expired.  Some 
teams  liked  the  extra  hour,  others  didn’t.  Obviously  the  discussion  isn’t  over.  What  is  over,  however,  is  the 
organizational  participation  by  most  of  the  existing  Birdathon  committee  members,  basically  because  of  relocation 
(me)  and/or  school  commitments.  The  existing  committee  members  STRONGLY  RECOMMEND  A  replacement 
committee  made  up  of  Dick  Collins,  Joe  DiDomenico,  Mike  Galas  and  Gerry  Rising  (we’ll  let  Steve  Perry  slip  tor 
now  ...).  Let  THEM  figure  out  what  the  Birdathon  prizes  should  be  for  themselves. 

Postscript:  As  promised,  the  following  are  some  statistics  on  Birdathons  to  date. 


Year 

#  Teams 

Total  Species 

#  Warblers 

#  Doubles 

1988 

10 

117 

22 

30 

1989 

13 

149 

23 

22 

1990 

11 

151 

23 

32 

1991 

11 

146 

28  (+1  hvbnd) 

41 

1992 

9 

142 

19 

32 

1993 

12 

162  (extra  hour) 

28  (+1  hybrid) 

37 

(Not  so)  Respectfully  Submitted 
H.M.  Bateman 
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Precautions  Regarding  Antennas 

For  CB  Radios 

by  Bill  Burch 

Now  that  more  BOS  members  own  or  are  using  CB  radios  on  our  bird  trips  it  may  be  time  to  discuss  some 
points  made  by  the  staff  at  Hirsch  Electronics  regarding  radios  and  antennas. 

When  the  CB  radio  is  transmitting  it  is  generating  about  five  watts  of  electrical  energy.  The  task  of  the 
antenna  is  to  take  this  energy  and  produce  a  radio  signal.  How  effectively  this  is  done  depends  on  many  things, 
most  of  which  are  influenced  by  what  the  operator  does. 

With  what  is  known  as  a  “well-matched”  antenna  90  to  98  percent  of  the  energy  goes  to  produce  the 
signal,  and  the  small  remainder  is  reflected  back  to  produce  a  harmless  amount  of  heating  in  the  set.  Barely 
acceptable  is  75  percent  efficiency;  anything  less  produces  undue  heating  of  the  components.  Worst  of  all  is  zero 
efficiency  (a  broken  antenna  cable)  which  needs  quick  attention.  There  are  some  precautions  which  you  can  take  to 
insure  a  strong  signal  and  an  unabused  radio. 

The  first  precaution  is  to  set  the  roof-top  antenna  upright  on  the  auto  roof,  with  the  magnetic  base  roughly 
centered  on  the  roof.  An  antenna  set  at  one  edge  of  the  roof  will  be  directional,  and  would  broadcast  most  strongly 
in  the  direction  of  the  opposite  edge.  Since  the  auto  roof  is  part  of  the  antenna  system,  the  antenna  belongs  there 
and  not,  for  example,  sitting  on  the  ground  or  on  a  picnic  table.  This  would  be  a  severe  mismatch  condition  with 
low  transmitting  efficiency. 

The  second  precaution  you  can  take  is  when  the  set  is  turned  on.  Make  sure  it  is  receiving  signals;  that  is, 
be  sure  you  can  hear  others  talking  on  one  channel  or  another.  If  it  is  silent  do  not  try  to  transmit  until  you  correct 
the  trouble.  You  may  have  forgotten  to  fasten  the  antenna  connector  into  the  back  of  the  radio.  Or  worse,  the 
antenna  cable  may  have  a  break.  (On  one  of  our  BOS  cables  the  connector  failed  and  had  to  be  replaced.) 

It  is  a  good  idea  at  the  start  of  a  bird  trip  to  have  the  members  talk  back  and  forth  to  check  out  their 
equipment.  This  will  ensure  that  all  are  on  the  same  channel  and  that  the  controls  are  adjusted.  (In  case  you  have 
wondered,  the  volume  control  relates  only  to  the  receiver,  the  transmitter  always  transmits  at  full  power.) 

A  feature  of  the  Radio  Shack  TRC-435  radio,  which  some  of  our  members  have  ,  is  the  antenna  warning 
indicator  (AWI)  which  will  light  up  if  the  transmitter  is  operated  with  a  mismatched  antenna  or  a  damaged  cable. 

To  get  optimum  performance  the  antenna  must  be  matched  to  the  vehicle  by  adjusting  its  length  while 
observing  the  progress  with  a  standing  wave  ratio  (SWR)  meter.  This  would  cost  $5.00  at  Hirsch  or  it  could  be 
done  by  the  writer.  Many  persons  use  their  antenna  in  the  as-sold  condition.  The  match  is  close  enough  so  as  not 
to  harm  the  radio  and  the  improvement  in  signal  strength  (perhaps  20%)  might  not  be  readily  noticed.  Antennas 
tuned  to  one  auto  roof  w  ill  be  satisfactory  on  another.  The  cloth  which  we  bonded  to  the  magnetic  base  to  reduce 
scratching  does  affect  the  SWR  and  should  be  present  when  tuning. 

Hirsch  emphasizes  that  better  antennas  represent  money  well-spent  in  getting  stronger  output.  Our  club  has 
three  of  their  excellent  48-inch  center-loaded  ones.  However  the  cheaper  36-inch  base-loaded  antennas  of  some 
members  seem  to  do  a  satisfactory  job.  Our  CBs  have  been  used  at  a  5-mile  range  readily  in  open  country.  Range 
is  reduced  by  hills,  surrounding  forests  and  unpredictable  factors. 

CB  radios  of  10  or  15  years  ago  could  be  burned  out  if  the  antenna  fault  was  bad  enough.  This  will  not 
happy  on  newer  sets,  and  Hirsch  explained  how  most  CBS  are  burned  out  today.  This  requires  two  mistakes 
First,  the  12-volt  power  wire  must  be  accidentally  reversed  when  installing  the  set  (or  attaching  the  cigarette  lighter 
plug).  Turning  on  the  set  causes  a  burn-out  of  the  2-amp  in-line  fuse  in  the  red  wire.  No  harm  is  done  at  this 
point.  The  damage  occurs  when  the  person,  not  having  a  2-amp  fuse,  replaces  it  with  a  10-amp  one  or  whate\  er  is 
available  and  tnes  again.  This  time  the  fuse  holds  and  the  set  is  burned  out. 

If  you  have  to  disassemble  the  lighter  plug  that  is  attached  to  your  CB  power  cord  you  will  note  that  the 
red  wire,  which  should  be  +  pr  positive,  goes  to  the  terminal  which  is  part  of  the  center  button  on  the  front  of  the 
plug.  The  black  wire  leads  to  the  spring  on  the  side  of  the  plug.  This  is  the  negative  or  grounded  side.  All  of  this 
assumes  that  your  car  is  like  the  great  majority  and  has  the  battery  negative  terminal  grounded.  Some  trucks, 
however,  are  the  opposite. 
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BOS  MEETINGS 


Sept.  22  Nomination  Committee  will  present  the  slate  of  candidates.  A  discussion  will  follow  on  dues, 
membership  and  society  business. 

Oct.  13  Annual  Meeting  and  Election  of  Officers.  All  members  are  encouraged  to  take  part  in  this  important 
meeting. 

Oct.  27  Dr.  Melinda  LaBranche,  Assistant  Professor  of  Biology  -  SUNYC  at  Fredoma,  will  present  a 
program  on  the  Red-cockaded  Woodpecker. 

Nov.  10  McVey  Fund  Project  update.  The  program  will  include  Bam  Owl,  Purple  Martin,  and  Prothonotary 
Warbler  research  projects. 

Nov.  24  No  Meeting.  Happy  Thanksgiving. 

Dec.  8  Our  annual  Holiday  meeting  and  social.  Bring  a  friend  and  some  cheer  to  share! 

Dec.  22  No  Meeting.  Merry  Christmas! 


Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  1 
through  June  15,  inclusive,  except  for  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December.  Meetings  begin  at  8 
p.m.  and  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020  Humbolt  Parkway,  Buffalo,  New  York. 

FIELD  TRIPS 


Oct.  1-3:  Fnday-Sunday.  Cape  May  Fall  Weekend  of  the  New  Jersey  Audubon  Society.  Register  by  Sept.  1 1 

for  the  $259  package. 

Oct.  10:  Sunday.  BOS  October  Bird  Count.  Call  the  Compiler,  Victoria  Onorato  (833-9426)  for  a  territory . 

Oct.  17:  Sunday.  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge.  Meet  at  8:00  A.M.  at  Amherst  Book  World.  0. 1  mile 

east  of  Main  and  Transit.  Leader:  David  Suggs  (836-2868). 

Oct.  30:  Saturday  not  Sunday.  Lake  Ontario  Plains  of  eastern  Niagara  and  Orleans  Counties.  Meet  in 

Wright’s  Corners  (north  of  Lockport)  on  Hwy.  78  at  the  new  Tops  market  just  north  of  the  Hu  y 
104  intersection.  Meet  at  8:00  A.M.  Leader:  Willie  D’Anna  (1-731-4348). 


Oct.  31:  Sunday.  Daylight  Saving  Time  ends.  Set  your  clocks  back  one  hour. 

Nov.  7:  Sunday.  Niagara  Loop  Trip.  Meet  at  8:00  A.M.  at  Vermont  &  Busti.  Note:  Trip  may  not  cross  to 

Ft.  Erie.  Leader:  Bill  Broderick  (745-3969). 


Nov.  21: 


Sunday.  Niagara  River  for  gulls  and  waterfowl.  Joint  trip  with  Rochester  GOS.  Meet  at  9:30  A.M 
at  Old  Fort  Niagara  in  the  parking  lot  just  outside  the  old  fort.  Leaders:  Bob  Spahn  of  GOS  and  Bob 
Brock  (876-5862). 


Dec.  2-6:  Thursday-Monday.  ABA  Regional  Conference  in  Niagara  Falls,  Ont.  Sign  up  shortly  after,  but  not 

before  August  16.  The  package  is  $435. 
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Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Trip  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a  -Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings,  call  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  896-5200. 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler: 
Mr.  William  D’Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Drive  Extension,  Niagara  Falls,  NY  14304. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer:  Jane  Hever,  296  Westchester  Blvd.,  Kenmore,  NY 
14217  Tel.  (875-3318). 

Back  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  @  $0.50  per  copy. 

Editor:  Charles  D.  Halvorsen,  212  Main  Street,  West  Seneca,  NY  14224. 
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THE  MONTH:  August  1993 

Another  very  warm,  damp  month,  consistently  hot  but  not  quite  as  extreme  as  July.  The  temperature 
average  was  72°  F,  3°  above  normal,  but  1.4°  below  the  July  average.  There  were  22  days  in  the  80s,  most 
since  August  1959  and  one  day  more  than  this  July.  And  there  was  one  more  day  above  90°,  making  it  five 
for  the  summer.  As  the  chart  shows,  lows  were  generally  in  the  60s,  with  even  lower  readings  during  the 
periods  August  5-9  and  21-23,  providing  more  nighttime  relief  than  in  July.  Sunshine  was  normal  for 

August. 

The  total  precipitation  at  the 
Buffalo  Airport,  3.9  inches,  was 
0.3  inches  below  normal,  but  this 
masked  wide  variation  across  the 
region.  Most  fell  in  thunderstorms 
on  the  2nd,  6th,  20th,  and  3 1  st:  for 
example  half  of  the  total  at  the 
airport  was  recorded  in  a  two  hour 
period  on  the  afternoon  of  the  20th. 
The  northern  suburbs  received  up  to 
five  inches  during  the  month,  some 
southern  areas  less  than  two. 

Winds  were  light  and  there  were 
only  five  days  when  they  showed 
any  northerly  source.  On  those  five 
days,  August  7,  8,  17,  18,  and  21, 
the  velocity  averaged  about  six  mph 
with  maximum  gusts  20  mph  or 

less;  thus  it  seems  clear  that  wind  did  not  contribute  substantially  to  any  southward  movement  of  birds. 

Exceptional  Records.  Two  very  rare  large  western  shorebirds  were  recorded:  Sundell  came  across 
three  American  Avocets  at  the  mouth  of  Bemus  Creek  at  Chautauqua  Lake  on  the  20th.  Beardslee  and 
Mitchell  note  only  a  single  record  of  an  individual  seen  at  Jaeger  Rocks  on  August  8,  1964  by  Brownstein, 
Schaffner,  and  Mrozek,  but  Bull  includes  Benham’s  August  22,  1972  Buffalo  Harbor  observation  and 
photograph  of  five  in  the  Buffalo  Harbor.  I  find  no  recent  records.  Then  Watson  and  many  others 
observed  a  Marbled  Godwit  on  exposed  mudflats  in  the  Berm  Pond  of  Tifft  Nature  Preserve  on  the  26th 
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August  1993  Weather 


1  3  5  7  9  11  13  15  17  19  21  23  25  27  29  31 


On  this  chart  precipitation  rounding  to  0. 1  inch  or  more  is  reported  above  the 
baseline.  Fs  represent  fronts  passing  through  together  with  the  direction  from 
which  they  came,  the  bars  temperature  ranges,  and  vertical  lines  week  divi¬ 
sions:  thus  the  7th  was  a  Saturday,  the  8th  a  Sunday.  Airport  data  from  the 
National  Weather  Service  Forecast  Office,  Buffalo. 
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and  27th.  The  roster  in  the  Tifft  headquarters  building  indicates  that  this  bird  had  already  been  there  for 
several  days.  Beardslee  and  Mitchell  note  only  two  BOS  region  records,  both  from  before  1900.  Bull 
describes  it  as  “exceptionally  rare  upstate,”  but  one  was  reported  in  BOS  territory  on  May  2,  1990.  Within 
weeks  of  publication  of  Andrle’s  new  Tifft  check-list,  this  godwit  serves  as  its  first  addition. 

Shorebirds.  The  following  chart  continues  from  last  month  this  year’s  fall  shorebird  arrival  dates, 
comparing  them  with  last  year,  with  the  average  and  earliest  arrival  dates  for  1986  to  1992,  and  with  the 
number  of  those  earlier  years  in  which  the  species  was  recorded: 


Species 

1993 

1992 

Ave  86-92 

Early  86-92 

Yrs  Rec 

Lesser  Golden  Plover 

Aug  21 

Aug  29 

Aug  31 

Aug  24  1986 

7 

Willet 

Aug  5 

— 

Aug  13 

Aug  11,  1987 

2 

Whimbrel 

Aug  30 

— 

Aug  15 

July  6,  1991 

4 

Red  Knot 

Aug  17 

Aug  5 

Aug  18 

Aug  4,  1991 

7 

White-rumped  Sandpiper 

Aug  7 

Aug  9 

Aug  16 

Aug  2,  1991 

7 

Baird’s  Sandpiper 

Aug  16 

Aug  28 

Aug  17 

Aug  1,  1990 

7 

Wilson’s  Phalarope 

Aug  7 

— 

July  30 

July  4,  1989 

6 

As  in  July,  on  average  the  return  dates  for  1993  are  slightly  ahead  of  those  for  1992. 1  can  see  no 
relationship  here  between  the  records  and  the  fronts  moving  through  the  region. 

Warblers.  Here  is  the  same  information  for  warblers  recorded  as 

arriving  during  the  month: 

Species 

1993 

1992 

Ave  86-92 

Early  86-92 

Yrs  Rec 

Blue-winged  Warbler 

Aug  7 

— 

Aug  19 

Aug  7,  1990 

6 

Tennessee  Warbler 

Aug  28 

Sept  6 

Aug  27 

Aug  17,  1987 

7 

Nashville  Warbler 

Aug  29 

Sept  6 

Aug  25 

Aug  18,  1988 

7 

Chestnut-sided  Warbler 

Aug  22 

Aug  29 

Aug  19 

Aug  11,  1987 

7 

Magnolia  Warbler 

Aug  22 

Aug  15 

Aug  15 

Aug  7,  1987 

7 

Cape  May  Warbler 

Aug  17 

Aug  29 

Aug  24 

Aug  15,  1991 

7 

Black-throated  Green  Warbler 

Aug  21 

Aug  25 

Aug  24 

Aug  20,  1989 

7 

Blackburnian  Warbler 

Aug  17 

Aug  23 

Aug  16 

Aug  8,  1991 

7 

Bay-breasted  Warbler 

Aug  28 

Aug  29 

Aug  26 

Aug  19,  1986 

7 

Black-and-white  Warbler 

Aug  17 

Aug  15 

Aug  13 

Aug  9,  1986 

7 

Northern  Waterthrush 

Aug  7 

Aug  5 

Aug  1 1 

Aug  2,  1991 

7 

Mourning  Warbler 

Aug  29 

Aug  30 

Aug  20 

Aug  8,  1991 

5 

Wilson’s  Warbler 

Aug  21 

Aug  29 

Aug  24 

Aug  19,  1989 

7 

Canada  Warbler 

Aug  21 

Aug  22 

Aug  18 

Aug  8,  1991 

7 

Briefly  noted.  Schweigert  observed  an  ibis  of  undetermined  species  flying  over  the  flood  control 
reservoir  at  Highland  Marsh  in  Machias  on  the  21st.  D’Anna,  DiTomasso,  and  Potter  found  an  out-of¬ 
season  Old  Squaw  at  Rock  Point  on  the  7th.  Listman  recorded  a  few  Red-tailed  Hawks  flying  along  the 
Lake  Ontario  shore  at  Point  Breeze:  August  24,  six  moving  east  on  a  light  SW  wind;  August  30,  12 
moving  west  on  SE  wind;  August  31,11  moving  east  on  a  S W  wind  that  became  too  strong  for  the  young 
birds.  Davis  notes  the  possible  loss  of  another  Upland  Sandpiper  habitat  near  the  Tillman  Wildlife 
Management  Area.  It  is  interesting  to  notice  the  unusually  high  counts  of  several  shorebird  species  in  the 
records  that  follow.  Andrle  and  others  found  one  Sedge  Wren  still  at  Buckhom  Island  on  the  8th. 

Brooks  August  banding  in  Alfred  included  many  warbler  species:  Blue- winged  1,  “Brewster’s”  1, 
Nashville  1,  Chestnut-sided  1,  Magnolia  2,  Black-throated  Blue  2,  Yellow-rumped  3,  Blackburnian  1, 
Bay-breasted  1,  Black-and-white  1,  Ovenbird  3,  Canada  3,  and  Common  Yellowthroat  6.  Mueller’s 
Louisana  Waterthrush  “bobbing  around”  near  her  Harbour  Pointe  condominium  on  the  12th  was  in  a  most 
unusual  location.  The  15,000  grackles  reported  from  Iroquois  by  the  Suggs  is  a  remarkable  count  even  for 
that  ubiquitous  species.  Pitzrick  again  reports  on  the  fruit  crop:  no  blackberries,  good  apples,  “spotty” 
hawthomes,  but  excellent,  “eye-bugging”  beech  mast.  —  Gerry  Rising 

Literature  cited: 

Beardslee,  Clark  S.  and  Harold  D.  Mitchell.  Birds  of  the  Niagara  Frontier  Region.  Bulletin  of  the  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural 
Sciences,  Volume  22,  1965. 

Bull,  John.  Birds  of  New  York  State .  Garden  City,  New  York,  Doubleday  /Natural  History  Press,  1974. 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification 
according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (B.O.S.  1991)  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area. 


Name  of  Bird 

Aug. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Common  Loon 

3,14 

1,2 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson,  D’Anna 

D. -crest.  Cormorant 

17 

143 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Watson,  Yoerg 

44 

25 

774 

Buckhom  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

44 

29 

3 

Moss  Lake  N.S. 

Andrle 

American  Bittern 

27 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Holmes(EABC) 

Least  Bittern 

1 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

Great  Egret 

7-28 

3-5 

Machias  Twp. 

Schweigert 

44 

21,26,27 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Davis,  WatsonHolmes 

44 

22,23 

6,5 

Iroquois  NWR 

Roberson,  Watson 

Ibis  species 

21 

1 

Machias  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Wood  Duck 

23 

49 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Green- winged  Teal 

8 

2 

Queenston  Reservoir 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

17 

2 

Rock  point  P.P. 

Watson,  Yoerg 

44 

21 

2 

St.  Davids,  Ont. 

Watson,  Schaffner 

44 

22 

14 

Randolph  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Northern  Pintail 

2 

1 

Rock  point  P.P. 

D’Anna,  Turisk 

44 

10 

1 

Queenston  Reservoir 

D’Anna 

Blue- winged  Teal 

17 

40 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Watson,  Yoerg 

Gad  wall 

1 

2 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

44 

25 

4 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson 

American  Wigeon 

8 

1 

Queenston  Reservoir 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

13 

9 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson 

44 

31 

5 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

Watson 

Scaup  species 

10 

1 

Queenston  Reservoir 

D’Anna 

Oldsquaw 

7 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

D’Anna  et  al 

Common  Merganser 

3,13,25 

3,8,7 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson 

Osprey 

3 

1 

Olean 

D’Anna 

44 

11 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

44 

22 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Roberson 

44 

29 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Watson,  Byron  (BOS) 

Bald  Eagle 

23 

1  imm. 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

11 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

44 

21 

1 

Great  Valley  Twp. 

Schweigert 

44 

21 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

44 

23 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

8 

1 

Dayton  T wp. 

Schweigert 

44 

14 

1 

Machias  Twp. 

Schweigert 

44 

21 

1 

Ashford  Twp. 

Schweigert 

44 

21 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

18 
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Name  of  Bird 

Aug. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Red-should.  Hawk 

21 

1 

Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

D’Anna  et  al 

Black-bellied  Plover 

7 

3 

Moulton  Twp.,  Ont. 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

29 

35 

Moulton  Twp.,  Ont. 

Watson,  Byron(BOS) 

*  Lesser  Golden-Plover  2 1 F 

1 

St.  Davids,  Ont. 

Watson,  Schaffner 

(4 

22 

5 

Wainfleet  Twp.,  Ont. 

Potter  et  al 

Kill  deer 

22 

103 

Ki  an  tone  Twp. 

Sundell 

44 

22 

150-200 

Clarence  Twp. 

Davis 

*  American  Avocet 

20 

3 

Ellery  Twp. 

Sundell 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

2 

300  est. 

Queenston  Reservoir 

D’Anna,  Turisk 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

22 

12 

Randolph  Twp. 

Schweigert 

*Willet 

5F 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Davis 

44 

16 

1 

Niag-on-Lake 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Upland  Sandpiper 

7,16,27 

2,16,21,2 

Niag-on-Lake 

D’Anna  et  al 

Whimbrel 

3  OF 

1 

Bertie  Twp.,  Ont 

Yoerg 

*  Marbled  Godwit 

26 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson  et  al 

44 

27 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Rising 

44 

27 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Holmes(EABC) 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

7,22 

U 

Queenston  Reservoir 

D’Anna  et  al 

Red  Knot 

17F,29 

2,6 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Watson  et  al 

Sanderling 

20,22 

1 

Ellery  Twp. 

Sundell 

Semipalm.  Sandpiper 

2 

500  est. 

Queenston  Reservoir 

D’Anna,  Turisk 

*White-r.  Sandpiper 

7F 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

8-28 

1-2 

Queenston  Reservoir 

D’Anna  et  al 

14,22,28,29 

1,1, 1,1 

St.  Davids,  Ont. 

D’Anna  et  al 

*  Baird’s  Sandpiper 

16F 

1 

Ellery  Twp. 

Sundell 

44 

22,29 

u 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

23 

1 

Queenston  Reservoir 

Roberson 

44 

27 

1 

Niag-on-Lake  Twp. 

D’Anna  etal 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

2 

5 

Niag-on-Lake  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Turisk 

Stilt  Sandpiper 

7-28 

1-2 

Queenston  Reservoir 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

7-29 

1-6 

St.  Davids,  Ont. 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

22 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

27 

3 

Niag-on-Lake  Twp. 

D’Anna  et  al 

*Buff-br.  Sandpiper 

27 

2 

Niag-on-Lake  Twp. 

Potter  et  al 

44 

29 

1 

Moulton  Twp.,  Ont. 

Watson,  Byron(BOS) 

Short-b.  Dowitcher 

23 

15 

St.  Davids,  Ont. 

Roberson 

*  Wilson’s  Phalarope 

7F 

1 

St.  Davids,  Ont. 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

16 

1 

Niag-on-Lake  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

21 

1 

St.  Davids,  Ont. 

Watson,  Schaffner 

44 

28 

1 

Queenston  Reservoir 

D’Anna  et  al 

Caspian  Tern 

9,16,20 

3,2,3 

Ellery  Twp. 

Sundell 

44 

26 

2 

Barcelona  Harbor 

Sundell 

*  Forster’s  Tern 

3  IF 

1 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

Watson 

Black  Tern 

4 

1 

No.  Tonawanda 

Watson 

44 

4,5 

3,3 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Holmes  et  al 

44 

8 

6 

Niagara  R.  west  branch 

Andrle,  Brock 

44 

13,23 

14,14 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

D’Anna 

Common  Nighthawk 

15-30 

1-15 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

44 

18,19,20 

15,16,11 

Buffalo 

Davis 

44 

24,25 

9  0 

Pt.  Breeze,  L.  Ont. 

Listman 

44 

25 

65 

Amherst  Twp. 

Hess 

Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

8 

1 

Conewango  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Olive-s.  Flycatcher 

30F 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Rew,  Dornhaffer 
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Name  of  Bird 

Aug. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Yellow-b.  Flycatcher 

12F.17 

1,2 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Purple  Martin 

23 

1000  est. 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Cliff  Swallow 

22 

30 

Kiantone  Twp. 

Sundell 

44 

31 

1 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

Watson 

Tufted  Titmouse 

28 

3 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

23 

o 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

44 

29 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

D’Anna,  Byron(BOS) 

44 

29 

1 

Morgan’s  Point,  Ont. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Brown  Creeper 

28 

2 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

Carolina  Wren 

21 

1 

Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Winter  Wren 

2 

1 

Niag-on-Lake  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Tunsk 

Sedge  Wren 

8 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Andrle  et  al 

Marsh  Wren 

7,14 

1,1 

Machias  Twp. 

Schweigert 

44 

8 

1 

Dayton  T  wp. 

Schweigert 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

21.29 

3-5, 3-4 

Williamsville  Glen 

Yoerg 

Bl.-gr.  Gnatcatcher 

17F 

1 

Morgan’s  Point,  Ont. 

Watson,  Yoerg 

44 

29 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

D’Anna,  Byron(BOS) 

Swainson’s  Thrush 

29F 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

29F 

1 

Morgan’s  point,  Ont. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

29F 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Watson,  Byron(BOS) 

44 

29F 

1 

Morgan’s  Point,  Ont. 

Potter,  D’Anna 

Blue-winged  Warbler 

7F 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

D’Anna  etal 

44 

28 

2 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

“Brewster’s  Warbler” 

16 

1  banded 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Tennessee  Warbler 

28F 

2 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

44 

29 

2 

Morgan’s  Point,  Ont. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Nashville  Warbler 

7 

1 

Bryant  Hill  S.P. 

Schweigert 

44 

18 

1 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

44 

23 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

29F 

1 

Morgan’s  point,  Ont. 

Potter 

Chestnut-s.  Warbler 

22F 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

23 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Magnolia  Warbler 

22F 

2 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

28 

2 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

Cape  May  Warbler 

17F 

I 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Watson,  Yoerg 

44 

29 

6 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

D’Anna,  Byron(BOS) 

Bl.-thr.  Bl.  Warbler 

11 

2 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Yellow-r.  Warbler 

1 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

44 

4,6 

1,2 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

44 

7,17 

2,1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

17 

1 

Morgan’s  Point,  Ont. 

Watson,  Yoerg 

44 

17 

3 

Franklinville  Twp. 

Holmes 

44 

22 

1 

Rock  Point,  Ont. 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

29 

7 

Morgan’s  Point,  Ont. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

30 

3 

Tifft  N.P. 

Rew,  Dornhaffer 

Bl.thr.  Green  Warbler 

21F 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Blackburnian  Warbler 

17F 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Watson,  Yoerg 

44 

17F 

1  ' 

Morgan’s  Point,  Ont. 

Watson,  Yoerg 

44 

28 

3-4 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 

D’Anna  et  al 

Prairie  Warbler 

2 

1 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

Bav- breasted  Warbler 

28F 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

44 

28F 

2 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

31 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 
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Name  of  Bird 

Aug. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Bl.-and-w.  Warbler 

2,6 

U 

Amity  Lake 

Pitznck 

64 

11 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

17F 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Watson,  Yoerg 

64 

28 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

66 

28 

2-3 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 

D’Anna  et  al 

Northern  Waterthrush 

7F 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

D’Anna  et  al 

64 

17 

2-4 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Watson,  Y oerg 

La.  Waterthrush 

12L 

1 

Buffalo 

Mueller 

Mourning  Warbler 

29F 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Potter 

Wilson’s  Warbler 

21F 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

66 

31 

1 

Bryant  Hill  S.P. 

Holmes 

Canada  Warbler 

21F 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

28 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

Common  Grackle 

20 

15000+ 

Iroquois  NWR 

D  &  D  Suggs 

Purple  Finch 

29F 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Watson 

House  Finch 

6,21 

80,100 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded . 253 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  .  9 

Total  for  year . 262 


a# 

1993  Niagara  Peninsula  Hawkwatch  at  Beamer 


This  year’s  hawkwatch  at  Beamer  Memorial  Conservation  Area  resulted  in  12,107  hawks  being  recorded 
in  538  hours  over  74  days  between  March  1  and  May  22.  That  is  equivalent  to  22.6  hawks  per  hour  which  is  the 
second  lowest  in  the  14  years  of  full  coverage  at  the  lookout.  The  prior  13  year  average  is  25.8  hawks  per  hour. 

Admittedly,  the  weather  is  March  was  poor.  Not  only  were  three  days  missed  because  of  snow,  but  there 
were  another  five  days  in  which  the  lookout  was  covered  for  23  hours  in  spite  of  rain,  snow  or  fog  while  adding 
only  one  harrier.  Nevertheless  the  count  for  the  month  was  still  70%  greater  than  the  Braddock  Bay  total  of  1,170 
thanks  to  1 1  days  of  northeasterly  winds. 

On  April  24  Beamer  was  given  a  disastrous  run  around.  Two  of  our  regular  hawkwatchers,  while  on  an 
outing  at  Port  Weller,  were  surprised  by  a  flight  of  2,500  hawks  between  10:00  A.M.  and  2:00  P.M.  consisting 
of  about  100  vultures,  100  sharpies  and  2,300  broadwings!  Except  for  the  sharpies,  the  others  were  missed  at 
Beamer  possibly  because  of  a  front  passing  through  about  noon,  shifting  winds  from  SW  to  SE.  This  would  have 
brought  the  annual  count  to  nearly  14,500— near  to  the  13  year  average  and  the  hawk/hour  count  of  26.7.  If  ... 

The  May  flights  can  only  be  described  as  lackluster. 

Peak  flights  are  underlined  in  the  monthly  count  tables.  Note  that  12  of  16  peak  dates  had  easterly  winds; 
whereas  Braddock  Bay  had  15  out  of  17  peak  flights  on  days  when  Beamer  had  S-W  and  Var.  winds.  This  again 
confirms  that  wind  direction  is  primary  factor  whether  hawks  migrate  east  or  west  after  they  move  north  around 
Lake  Ene. 

The  only  species  that  gravitated  more  toward  Beamer  than  Braddock  Bay  was  Red-shouldered  Hawk— 
1,030  versus  867. 

Comparing  species  totals  against  past  figures  showed  7  species  (Turkey  Vulture,  Osprey,  Bald  Eagle, 
Cooper’s  Hawk,  Red-shouldered  Hawk,  Swainson’s  Hawk,  and  Merlin)  were  above  the  113  year  average;  nine 
species  (Northern  Harrier,  Sharp-shinned  Hawk,  Northern  Goshawk,  Broad-winged  Hawk,  Red-tailed  Hawk, 
Rough-legged  Hawk,  Golden  Eagle,  American  Kestrel  ,and  Peregrine  Falcon)  were  below  the  average. 
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TV  -  Turkey  Vulture 
OS  -  Osprey 
BE  -  Bald  Eagle 
NH  -  Northern  Harrier 
SS  -  Sharp-shinned  Hawk 
CH  -  Cooper’s  Hawk 
NG  -  Northern  Goshawk 


Abbreviations  in  Tables 
RS  -  Red-shouldered  Hawk 
BW  -  Broad- winged  Hawk 
SH  -  Swainson’s  Hawk 
RT  -  Red-tailed  Hawk 
RL  -  Rough-legged  Hawk 
GE  -  Golden  Eagle 
AK  -  American  Kestrel 


ML  -  Merlin 
PF  -  Peregrine  Falcon 
UR  -  Unidentified  Hawk 
UE  -  Unidentified  Eagle 
UA  -  Unidentified  Accipter 
UB  -  Unidentified  Buteo 


March 


Date 

Hrs 

TV 

BE 

NH 

SS 

CH 

NG 

RS 

RT 

RL 

GE 

AK 

UR 

Total 

Wind 

01 

5.5 

1 

1 

SW 

02 

6.0 

0 

SW 

03 

6.5 

18 

1 

19 

NE 

04 

6.7 

1 

7 

8 

NE 

05 

0 

0 

snow 

06 

5.8 

0 

snow 

■  07 

7.0 

2 

4 

1 

1 

8 

S 

08 

0 

0 

rain 

09 

7.0 

3 

1 

37 

1 

42 

W 

10 

5.2 

1 

47 

1 

49 

ENE 

11 

6.2 

2 

1 

6 

9 

Var 

12 

6.5 

1 

9 

51 

54 

Var 

13 

0 

0 

- 

14 

2.2 

1 

1 

NW 

15 

0 

0 

- 

16 

5.0 

0 

rain 

17 

5.5 

18 

18 

N 

18 

7.0 

85 

85 

NE 

19 

6.8 

2 

3 

52 

2 

1 

1 

61 

N 

20 

5.5 

0 

ssw 

21 

6.5 

9 

2 

ssw 

22 

6.5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

11 

132 

5 

1 

1 

155 

NE 

23 

6.0 

1 

1 

2 

12 

16 

NE 

24 

5.0 

0 

fog 

25 

6.2 

5 

5 

NE 

26 
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BREEDING  NOTES  -  1993 

Double-crested  Cormorants  have  made  a  second  attempt  at  nesting  on  the  water  diversion  weir  at 
Buckhorn  Island  State  Park.  This  is  only  the  second  attempted  nesting  of  this  species  in  western  New  York. 
Cormorant  numbers  increased  on  the  weir  to  51  on  May  4  with  one  Cormorant  possibly  incubating  and  another 
sitting  on  a  nest.  May  13,  four  cormorants  were  possibly  incubating,  while  one  was  standing  on  a  nest.  May  29 
four  or  five  Double-crested  Cormorants  were  sitting  on  nests.  On  June  3,  1993,  four  (and  possibly  a  fifth) 
cormorants  were  observed  in  incubating  position. 

Since  the  nests  were  abandoned  last  year  sometime  between  May  28  and  June  9,  any  nesting  after  these 
dates  would  represent  new  nesting  dates  for  Western  New  York.  On  June  10,  five  cormorants  were  in  incubating 
position,  while  two  other  cormorants  appeared  on  nests  in  possible  incubating  position.  On  June  19,  ten  Double- 
crested  Cormorants  were  in  the  nesting  trees  and  a  total  of  65  cormorants  was  perched  in  two  of  the  Niagara 
Mohawk  electrical  towers.  Four  cormorants  (and  possibly  a  fifth)  were  incubating. 

Although  they  had  set  a  new  nesting  endurance  record  for  Region  1,  the  number  of  incubating  cormorants 
started  to  decline.  June  26  between  9:45  and  1 1:00  only  three  cormorants  were  on  nests  in  incubating  positions. 
Ring-billed  Gulls,  Herring  Gulls,  and  as  many  as  nine  other  Double-crested  Cormorants  roosted  in  the  nesting 
trees  with  the  three  incubating  cormorants.  By  June  30  between  4:50  and  5:10  only  one  Double-crested 
Cormorant  was  still  incubating. 

A  Herring  Gull  was  siting  on  one  of  the  other  two  nests  that  had  been  occupied  on  June  26  by  a 
Double-crested  Cormorant.  Observations  between  6:47  and  7: 10  p.m.  on  July  3  found  all  the  cormorant  nests 
abandoned.  The  Herring  Gull  was  again  found  to  be  sitting  on  the  same  nest.  Since  New  York  State  egg  dates 
for  Herring  Gulls  are  from  Apnl  27  to  June  26,  it  is  difficult  to  explain  this  strange  behavior. 

Earlier  in  the  year  a  similar  odd  behavior  was  observed  with  a  Ring-billed  Gull.  While  checking  on 
'  the  Cormorant  nests  at  Buckhorn  Island  between  12:20  and  12:35  on  April  13,  a  Ring-billed  Gull  was  observed 
in  an  incubating  position  on  a  Double-crested  Cormorant  nest!  From  7:56  to  8:05  p.m.  on  Apnl  25  the  Ring¬ 
billed  Gull  was  again  observed  in  possible  incubating  position  on  the  Cormorant  nest.  By  May  4  cormorants  had 
reoccupied  their  nesting  trees,  and  the  Ring-billed  Gull  had  abandon  its  odd  arboreal  nesting  effort. 

The  Ring-billed  Gull  colony  that  was  established  on  Motor  Island  a  few  years  ago  has  now  moved  to 
Strawberry  Island.  On  June  19,  twenty-two  immature  Ring-billed  Gulls  were  counted  on  Strawberry  Island  as 
compared  to  443  immature  Ring-billed  Gulls  on  the  water  diversion  weir  island  at  Buckhorn  Island  State  Park  on 
the  same  day.  The  movement  on  the  colony  from  Motor  Island  was  probably  caused  by  the  owners  failure  to  cut 
the  grass  on  the  island. 

Great  Blue  Herons  continue  to  thrive  on  Motor  Island.  Two  Great  Blue  Herons  (and  possibly  a  third) 
were  observed  in  incubating  position  March  31.  April  7  there  was  a  maximum  of  12  herons  standing  on  nests, 
but  none  appeared  to  be  incubating.  Between  12;22  and  12:43  p.m.  17  Great  Blue  Herons  were  seen  three  of 
these  herons  were  incubating  on  three  of  the  nests.  On  Apnl  13  two  herons  appeared  to  be  incubating  and  two 
more  were  possible  incubating.  Later  a  canoe  tnp  to  Motor  Island  reveled  that  one  nest  had  four  eggs  and  another 
had  five  eggs.  There  were  12  Great  Blue  Herons  on  April  24.  Eight  of  these  herons  appeared  to  be  incubating. 
Seven  herons  were  observed  incubating  on  May  2.  On  May  18,  there  were  ten  herons  sitting  or  incubating  on  ten 
nests,  while  two  other  nests  were  vacant. 

On  May  22  three  nestlings  could  be  seen  in  one  nest,  while  two  other  nests  contained  one  and  two 
nestlings.  On  June  18,  a  total  of  29  young  Great  Blue  Herons  was  counted  on  eight  or  nine  nests.  It  is  now 
more  difficult  to  tell  which  herons  are  associated  with  which  nests  due  to  the  increased  mobility  of  the  herons. 
Wing  flapping  was  also  observed.  June  29  the  number  of  immature  Great  Blue  Herons  declined  to  24  birds, 
while  23  were  counted  on  June  30.  On  July  3  there  were  24  young  in  the  trees  and  3  along  the  shore. 

A  new  Black-crowned  Night-Heron  colony  has  been  established  on  Motor  Island.  It  is  presently  the 
only  Black-crowned  Night-Heron  colony  in  Region  1  that  is  integrated  with  a  Great  Blue  Heron  colony.  To  the 
best  of  my  knowledge  this  is  presently  only  one  of  two  active  Black-crowned  Night-Heron  colonies  in  western 
New  Y  ork. 

In  past  years'  one  or  two  immature  Black-crowned  Night-Herons  had  been  observed  at  the  end  of  the 
Great  Blue  Heron  breeding  season,  but  on  April  10  three  Black-crowned  Night-Herons  were  observed.  Two  of 
these  herons  appeared  to  be  possibly  incubating.  April  13  there  was  possible  feeding  behavior.  A  subsequent 
canoe  trip  to  the  island  reveled  13  Black-crown  Night-Heron  nests  and  10  Great  Blue  Heron  nests.  Nine  Black- 
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crowned  Night-Herons  were  seen  on  April  24.  On  May  2  and  May  9  adults  were  seen  at  that  colony.  On  June  18 
nine  immature  Black-crowned  Night-Herons  were  counted.  At  three  locations  there  were  groups  of  two  herons 
probably  indicating  the  location  of  three  nests.  June  29  between  8:06  and  8:35,  17  Black-crowned  Night-Herons 
were  studied.  Of  this  total  of  17,  two  were  adults,  eight  were  immature  herons  roosting  in  the  nesting  trees  and 
seven  were  immature  herons  near  the  shore  below  the  nesting  trees.  June  30,  five  immature  Black-crown  Night- 
Herons  were  observed  in  the  nesting  trees.  Only  two  immature  herons  were  found  in  the  nesting  trees  on  July  3. 

The  other  colony  of  Black-crowned  Night-Herons  west  of  Goat  Island  State  Park  in  Niagara  Falls 
continues  to  be  successful  .  There  were  counts  of  53  adult  herons  on  May  4,  and  22  herons  on  May  22. 

submitted  by  William  W.  Watson 

The  1993  Federation  of  New  York  State 
Bird  Clubs  Annual  Meeting 

The  Federation  of  New  York  State  Bird  Clubs  met  this  year  in  Watertown  this  year  on  September  10-12,  a 
year  too  late  to  see  the  White-winged  Tern.  A  better  shot,  the  Fork-tailed  Flycatcher  that  was  reported  a  few  days 
earlier  near  Woodville,  was  gone  as  well.  Nevertheless,  the  meeting  was  an  interesting  and  even  an  exciting  one. 
The  most  exciting  event  at  the  Council  meeting  was  the  announcement  that  John  Bull’s  BIRDS  OF  NEW  YORK 
STATE  is  to  be  completely  revised  for  publication  at  the  Federation’s  50th  year  celebration  in  1998.  Manny  Levine 
of  Long  Island  is  serving  as  general  editor  for  that  project. 

Among  the  other  Council  activities  were: 

Election  of  1993-1994  Officers 

President:  Bill  Lee;  Vice  President:  Robert  Budlinger;  Corresponding  Secretary:  Valerie  Greer;  Recording 
Secretary:  William  Reeves;  and  Treasurer  Verna  Lincoln 
Announcement  of  a  new  Elon  Howard  Eaton  Memorial  Award 

This  award,  sponsored  by  the  Eaton  Birding  Society,  is  named  for  the  editor  of  the  first  complete  study  of  birds 
of  northeastern  North  America,  THE  BIRDS  OF  NEW  Y ORK,  its  two  volumes  published  in  1910  and  1914.  The 
award  will  recognize  contributions  to  the  ecology  of  New  York  State.  The  first  will  be  presented  at  next  year’s 
Federation  meeting. 

A  research  award  went  to  Betsy  Brooks  for  continuing  work  on  Braddock  Bay  passerine  banding. 

Discussion  of  the  County  Listing  Initiative 

This  activity  is  designed  to  interest  state  birders  in  exploring  less  often  birded  counties  of  the  state.  Annual 
records  will  be  published  similar  to  the  lists  for  larger  geographic  areas  by  the  American  Birding  Association. 
Related  to  this  is  the  “200”  Club  which  carries  a  patch  for  state  birders  recording  this  many  species:  additional 
patches  for  higher  numbers  are  also  being  considered.  To  receive  a  “200”  patch,  send  a  checklist  together  with 
$2  (FNYSBC  member)  or  $3  (non-member)  to  Don  Wursor,  P.  O.  Box  604,  Norwich,  NY  13815 
A  call  for  brief  notes  for  THE  KINGBIRD  was  issued. 

The  1994  Waterfowl  Count  will  be  held  January  15-23  with  the  target  date  January  16. 

Upcoming  annual  meetings 

1994:  October  14-16,  Frost  Valley  Resort  in  the  Catskills;  1995:  Fredonia;  1996:  Hudson-Mohawk;  1997: 
open;  1998:  Rochester  (50th  anniversary). 

Bob  Miller  presented  the  usual  very  interesting  annual  report  about  the  bird  related  activities  of  the  DEC.  Included 
was  a  detailed  discussion  of  the  Kennedy  Airport  Laughing  Gull  control  program  and  the  cormorant  situation  in 
Lake  On  tan  o. 

If  you  support  the  interest  of  The  New  York  State  Bluebird  Society  in  having  an  Eastern  Bluebird  as  an  option  on 
our  license  plates,  contact  Patricia  Lynch,  1062  Edgemere  Drive,  Rochester,  NY  14612  (phone:  865-2913). 
The  Department  of  Motor  Vehicles  needs  a  strong  expression  of  interest  to  warrant  provision  of  this  alternative. 
The  paper  sessions  included  a  range  of  topics  including  Betsy  Brooks’  talk  on  banding,  Paul  DeBenedictis  on 
shorebird  identification,  and  a  series  of  papers  on  conservation  and  management  of  birds  in  the  North  Country. 
Of  particular  interest  to  those  who  participated  locally  was  a  progress  report  on  the  migratory  bird  study  along 
Lake  Ontario  presented  by  Kris  Agard  and  Kathy  Schneider. 

Pete  Dunn  gave  an  outstanding  banquet  talk  which  bodes  well  for  us,  since  he  will  be  delivering  the  next 
William  C.  Vaughan  memorial  lecture  at  the  Buffalo  Museum. 
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This  annual  meeting  was  an  outstanding  experience.  It  provided  not  only  an  interesting  program  of  talks  and 
hikes,  but  also  the  opportunity  to  meet  informally  with  birders  from  across  the  state.  I  urge  all  BOS  members  to 
consider  attending  next  October’s  meeting. 

Finally,  I  issue  my  annual  encouragement  to  BOS  members  to  join  the  Federation  as  individual  members. 
Club  memberships  in  the  Federation  (including  BOS)  represent  20,000  birders.  Individual  membership  brings 
additional  benefits  including  subscriptions  to  the  Federation  journal  THE  KINGBIRD  and  newsletter  NEW  YORK 
BIRDERS.  To  join,  send  your  name  and  address  and  $15  (before  January  31)  for  1994  membership  to  Mrs.  Myma 
Hemmerick,  P.  O.  Box  2203,  Setauket,  NY  11733.  —  Gerry  Rising,  BOS  Delegate 


BOS  MEETINGS 
NOTICE 

During  October,  November  and  December  B.O.S.  meetings  will  begin  at  7:30  P.M. 

Oct.  13  Annual  Meeting  and  Election  of  Officers.  All  members  are  encouraged  to  take  part  in  this  important 
meeting. 

Oct.  27  Dr.  Melinda  LaBranche,  Assistant  Professor  of  Biology  -  SUNYC  at  Fredonia,  will  present  a 
program  on  the  Red-cockaded  Woodpecker. 

Nov.  10  McVey  Fund  Project  update.  The  program  will  include  Bam  Owl,  Purple  Martin,  and  Prothonotary 
Warbler  research  projects. 

Nov.  24  No  Meeting.  Happy  Thanksgiving. 

Dec.  8  Our  annual  Holiday  meeting  and  social.  Bring  a  friend  and  some  cheer  to  share! 

Dec.  22  No  Meeting.  Merry  Christmas! 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  1 
through  June  15,  inclusive,  except  for  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December.  Meetings  begin  at  8 
p.m.  and  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020  Humbolt  Parkway,  Buffalo,  New  York. 

FIELD 


Oct.  17:  Sunday.  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge.  Meet  at  8:00  A.M.  at  Amherst  Book  World.  0.1  mile 

east  of  Main  and  Transit.  Leader:  David  Suggs  (836-2868). 

Oct.  30:  Saturday  not  Sunday.  Lake  Ontario  Plains  of  eastern  Niagara  and  Orleans  Counties.  Meet  in 

Wright’s  Corners  (north  of  Lockport)  on  Hwy.  78  at  the  new  Tops  market  just  north  of  the  Hwy 
104  intersection.  Meet  at  8:00  A.M.  Leader:  Willie  D’Anna  (1-73 1-4348). 

Oct.  31:  Sunday.  Daylight  Saving  Time  ends.  Set  your  clocks  back  one  hour. 

Nov.  7:  Sunday.  Niagara  Loop  Trip.  Meet  at  8:00  A.M.  at  Vermont  &  Busti.  Note:  Trip  may  not  cross  to 

Ft.  Erie.  Leader:  Bill  Broderick  (745-3969). 

Now  21:  Sunday.  Niagara  River  for  gulls  and  waterfowl.  Joint  trip  with  Rochester  GOS.  Meet  at  9:30  A.M. 

at  Old  Fort  Niagara  in  the  parking  lot  just  outside  the  old  fort.  Leaders:  Bob  Spahn  of  GOS  and  Bob 
Brock  (876-5862). 
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Dec.  2-6:  Thursday- Monday.  ABA  Regional  Conference  in  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Trip  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 

'T*  ,r  'r  'r  'r  'r  *r* 

Correction 

In  Vol.  59  No.  8,  page  108,  the  article  should  be  entitled  “1993  U.S.F.&G.  Breeding  Bird  Survey  for 
Western  New  York”.  In  addition,  due  to  a  problem  in  printing,  portions  of  the  text  were  deleted  (at  the  end  of 
lines).  The  affected  pages  have  been  re-printed  and  are  appended  to  this  issue.  You  may  use  them  to  replace  the 
affected  pages.  Please  refer  to  the  replacement  pages  for  all  details  regarding  the  survey. 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a  -Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings,  call  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  896-5200. 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler: 
Mr.  William  D’Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Drive  Extension,  Niagara  Falls,  NY  14304. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer:  Jane  Heyer,  296  Westchester  Blvd.,  Kenmore,  NY 
14217  Tel.  (875-3318). 

Back  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  @  $0.50  per  copy. 

Editor:  Charles  D.  Halvorsen,  212  Main  Street,  West  Seneca,  NY  14224. 
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September  1993  Weather 


THE  MONTH:  September  1993 

The  warm  summer  extended  through  the  first  two  weeks  of  September,  but  the  cold  front  in  the  early 
morning  of  the  15  th  drove  temperatures  down  to  well  below  seasonable  levels.  The  average  temperature 
for  the  month  was  59.4°  F,  2.5°  below  normal,  despite  the  2°  above  normal  for  those  first  two  weeks.  This 
was  the  coolest  September  in  nine  years.  Low  temperature  records  were  set  on  the  night  of  the  l?th-20th 

for  both  dates. 

Meanwhile,  precipitation  for  the 
month  was  very  high  at  5.5  inches, 
most  for  September  in  14  years  and 
1 1th  in  123  years  of  Buffalo  record 
keeping.  Note,  however,  that  60% 
of  that  rain  fell  in  three  days,  the 
26th  through  the  28th,  much  of  it  in 
what  the  Weather  Service  report 
calls  “violent  lake  enhanced  show¬ 
ers  and  thunderstorms.” 

Two  tornadoes  were  recorded 
during  the  month:  one  hit  Batavia  on 
the  3rd  causing  two  deaths;  the 
other  passed  through  Grand  Island 
and  Tonawanda  on  the  23rd  causing 
little  damage  and  no  injuries. 

Other  winds  during  the  month 
were  quite  mild  and  on  only  eight 

days  had  northerly  components.  The  strongest  gust  was  41  mph  on  the  10th.  Those  northerly  winds 
occurred  on  September  1,6,  10,  16,  17,  21,  23,  and  30. 

Lake  Erie  temperature  dropped  from  its  record  high  summer  readings  to  61°  on  the  30th,  3°  cooler  than 
normal  for  that  date. 

Exceptional  Records.  The  bird  of  the  month  and  probably  the  year  was  the  Fork-tailed 
Flycatcher  on  the  Dickie  farm  in  North  Cayuga  Township,  Ontario,  just  within  the  B.O.S.  reporting 
region.  Dozens  of  local  as  well  as  Canadian  birders  were  able  to  see  this  bird  at  remarkably  short  range  as 
Mr.  Dickie  kindly  allowed  them  to  watch  it  from  his  bam.  The  bird  perched  on  a  wire  at  the  edge  of  a 


11  13  15  17  19  21  23  25  27  29 


On  this  chart  precipitation  rounding  to  0. 1  inch  or  more  is  reported  above 
the  baseline.  Fs  represent  fronts  passing  through  together  with  the  direc¬ 
tion  from  which  they  came,  the  bars  temperature  ranges,  and  vertical  lines 
week  divisions:  thus  the  4th  was  a  Saturday,  the  5th  a  Sunday.  Airport 
data  from  the  National  Weather  Service  Forecast  Office,  Buffalo. 
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corral  containing  a  number  of  Holstein  cows,  its  black  and  white  pattern  fitting  well  with  these  compan¬ 
ions.  From  its  observation  post  the  flycatcher  dropped  down  to  the  ground  several  times  to  pick  up  what 
were  apparently  crickets,  a  dangerous  practice  given  the  number  of  nearby  barnyard  cats. 

This  represents  the  first  record  for  this  species  in  B.O.S.  territory,  the  patina  of  this  record  only  slightly 
clouded  by  the  individual  observed  just  beyond  our  eastern  border  in  Rochester  territory  several  years  ago 
and  another  reported  from  near  Watertown  earlier  this  fall.  It  is  not  often  that  a  species  appears  here  whose 
range  map  doesn’t  even  intersect  the  United  States.  Bull  says  of  it:  “Hypothetical:  Neotropical  region, 
breeding  north  to  southern  Mexico;  the  races  from  southern  South  America  are  highly  migratory  and  winter 
north  to  the  southern  Lesser  Antilles.  Vagrant  north  to  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  and  Maine  (all  speci¬ 
mens).  Two  Long  Island  observations  and  one  from  [Columbia  County  in]  upstate  New  York  are  believed 
correct.” 

Shorebirds.  The  following  chart  completes  this  year’s  fall  shorebird  arrival  dates,  comparing  them 
with  last  year,  with  the  average  and  earliest  arrival  dates  for  1986  to  1992,  and  with  the  number  of  those 
earlier  years  in  which  the  species  was  recorded: 


Species 

1993 

1992 

Ave  86-92 

Early  86-92 

Yrs  Rec 

Dunlin 

Sept  2 1 

Sept  3 

Sept  15 

Aug  31,  1986 

6 

Long-billed  Dowitcher 

Sept  18 

— 

Sept  27 

Sept  27,  1987 

1 

Red-necked  Phalarope 

Sept  10 

— 

Sept  4 

Aug  23,  1987 

5 

Red  Phalarope 

Sept  11 

— 

Sept  23 

Sept  23,  1990 

1 

Once  again  I  can  see  no  relationship  here  between  the  records  and  the  fronts  moving  through  the  region. 
Warblers.  Here  is  the  same  information  for  warblers  recorded  as  arriving  during  the  month: 


Species 

1993 

1992 

Ave  86-92 

Early  86-92 

Yrs  Rec 

Orange-crowned  Warbler 

o 

Sept  1 

Sept  9 

Sept  i9 

Sept  9,  1992 

5 

Northern  Parula 

Sept  15 

— 

Sept  1 1 

Aug  27,  1988 

6 

Pine  Warbler 

Sept  13 

— 

Sept  8 

Aug  23,  1989 

5 

Palm  Warbler 

Sept  8 

Sept  2 1 

Sept  14 

Sept  2,  1989 

7 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

Sept  2 

Sept  8 

Aug  31 

Aug  22,  1990 

7 

Kentucky  Warbler 

Sept  12 

— 

Sept  5 

Sept  5,  1988 

1 

Hooded  Warbler 

Sept  2 

— 

Aug  31 

Aug  31,  1991 

1 

Individual  observations  are  notoriously  misleading,  but  I  submit  that  Tom  Greg  and  I  had  two  excellent 
days  in  the  Williamsville  Glen  on  the  17th  and  27th.  On  both  (widely  separated)  mornings  we  ran  across 
groups  of  about  30  warblers,  more  than  I  have  seen  together  in  any  recent  year.  I  cannot  help  wondering  if 
this  relates  to  the  terrible  outbreak  of  spruce  budworm  that  I  noted  in  the  Minnesota  Boundary  Waters  last 
summer.  You  could  shake  a  small  spruce  and  literally  hundreds  of  the  small  moths  would  emerge. 

In  Alfred  Brooks  banded  91  warblers  of  17  species  during  this  month.  Here  is  her  full  list:  one  Blue¬ 
winged,  two  Tennessee,  seven  Nashville,  five  Chestnut-sided,  27  Magnolia,  three  Cape  May,  two  Yellow- 
rumped,  five  Black-throated  Green,  one  Prairie,  one  (Western)  Palm,  three  Bay-breasted,  six  Blackpoll, 
two  Black-and-white,  seven  American  Redstart,  two  Ovenbird,  1 1  Common  Yellowthroat,  and  six 
Wilson’s.  For  comparison,  the  previous  September  Brooks  banded  54  warblers  of  14  species. 

Briefly  noted.  Eaton  reports  excellent  crops  of  red  and  white  oak,  wild  apple,  crabapple,  and  thorn- 
apple,  black  elderberry,  nannyberry,  gray  dogwood,  and  wild  black  cherry.  Pitzrick  is  in  general  agree¬ 
ment,  reporting  “a  bumper  crop  of  apples  except  spotty  hawthorn,  and  red  oaks... producing  a  huge  mast 
crop.”  She  also  documents  310  nests  of  34  species  this  year,  making  her  remarkable  total  species  discov¬ 
ered  nesting  103!  One  thing  not  noted  in  local  observations:  the  extraordinary  flight  of  Red-breasted  Nut¬ 
hatches  in  August  and  September  that  was  recorded  in  other  parts  of  the  country.  Some  observers  suggest 
that  this  may  presage  a  flight  of  winter  finches  this  year.  Hope  springs  eternal.  —  Gerry  Rising 

Literature  cited: 

Bull,  John.  Birds  of  New  York  State .  Garden  City,  New  York,  Doubleday /Natural  History  Press,  1974. 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification 
according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (B.O.S.  1991)  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(0  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area. 


Name  of  Bird 

Sept. 

Number 

D. -crest.  Cormorant 

2-29 

834  max. 

44 

4 

4 

44 

6 

4 

44 

6 

125 

44 

10 

2 

Great  Egret 

4-19 

4-3 

44 

4-27 

19  max. 

Bl.-cr.  Night-Heron 

2,26 

4,8 

44 

5-25 

1 

44 

21 

3 

Green-winged  Teal 

10 

20 

Northern  Pintail 

4,18 

11,95 

Northern  Shoveler 

10 

4 

Gad  wall 

2 

1 

44 

10 

4 

American  Wigeon 

4 

107 

44 

6 

200 

44 

10 

2 

44 

19 

5 

44 

19 

7 

Redhead  (releases) 

5 

27 

Ring-necked  Duck 

18 

1 

44 

18 

4 

44 

26 

1 

Lesser  Scaup 

18F 

8 

White-winged  Scoter 

25F 

10 

Common  Merganser 

19 

1 

Red-br.  Merganser 

30 

5 

Ruddy  Duck 

10F 

1 

Bald  Eagle 

11 

1  imm. 

44 

19 

1  imm. 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

25 

4 

Merlin 

25 

1 

Peregrine  Falcon 

26F 

1 

Common  Moorhen 

4 

1 

44 

10 

10 

Lesser  Golden  Plover 

6 

2 

44 

25 

53 

Killdeer 

4 

205 

Location 

Observer 

Buckhom  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson 

Iroquois  NWR 

Holmes 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Andrle,  Gregory 

Batavia 

Listman 

Bird  Swamp,  Machias 

Schweigert 

Iroq.  NWR  &  Tona  WMA 

many  observers 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Queenston  Reservoir 

Roberson  et  al 

Batavia 

Listman 

Iroq.  NWR  &  Tona.  WMA 

Watson 

Batavia 

T  icfmon 

vtliWUl 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

Batavia 

Listman 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Iroquois  NWR 

Holmes,  Saville 

Batavia 

Listman 

Machias  Twp. 

Schweigert,  Koopman 

off  Yates  Twp. 

D’  Anna  et  al 

Iroquois  NWR 

Roberson 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

D’Anna 

Wilson  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

D’  Anna  et  al 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

D’  Anna,  Potter 

Batavia 

Listman 

Carrollton  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Cold  Spring  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Bird  Swamp,  Machias 

Schweigert  (BOS) 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Watson 

Newfane  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Machias  T  wp. 

Schweigert 

Batavia 

Listman 

Iroquois  NWR 

Roberson 

Wilson  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Clarence  Twp. 

Watson 
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Name  of  Bird 

Sept. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

5 

5 

Randolph  Twp. 

Schweigert 

66 

21 

1 

Niag. -on-Lake 

Roberson  et  al 

66 

24 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Upland  Sandpiper 

6L 

3 

St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Gregory 

Red  Knot 

6 

8 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Andrle,  Gregory 

Least  Sandpiper 

26 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

White-r.  Sandpiper 

6 

2 

St.  Davids,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Gregory 

Dunlin 

21F 

2 

Niag. -on-Lake  Twp. 

D’  Anna  et  al 

66 

29 

1 

Ellery  Twp. 

Sundell 

Stilt  Sandpiper 

6 

4 

St.  Davids,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Gregory 

66 

21 

1 

Niag. -on-Lake  Twp. 

D’ Anna,  Roberson  et  al 

*Long-b.  Dovvitcher 

18,19 

2,1 

Niag. -on-Lake  Twp. 

Curry  et  al 

66 

19 

1 

St.  Davids,  Twp. 

Curry  et  al 

*  Red-necked  Phalarope 

10F 

1 

Batavia 

Listman 

66 

30 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Rising,  D’ Anna  et  al 

*Red  Phalarope 

1  IF 

1 

Barcelona  Harbor 

Sundell,  Northrup 

*  Parasitic  Jaeeer 

28F 

1 

Athol  Springs 

Andrle 

66 

28F 

1 

Fort  Ene,  Ont. 

D’Anna 

*  Franklin’s  Gull 

5F-29 

1 

Fort  Ene,  Ont 

Bellerby 

Little  Gull 

29F 

2 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Bellerby 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

10 

2 

Batavia 

Listman 

*Sabine’s  Gull 

28F 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

D’Anna 

66 

29 

2 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Bellerby 

Caspian  Tern 

6 

3 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Andrle,  Gregory 

66 

16L 

1 

Ellery  Twp. 

Sundell 

Forster’s  Tern 

3,8 

1 

Ellery  Twp. 

Sundell 

64 

6 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Andrle,  Gregory 

64 

30 

1 

Fort  Ene,  Ont. 

D’Anna,  Rising  et  al 

Common  Nighthawk 

2 

14 

Franklinville  Twp. 

Holmes 

66 

7-25 

1-20 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

66 

25 

1 

Amherst  Twp. 

D  &  D  Suggs 

Ruby-t.  Hummingbird 

20 

1 

Jamestown 

Sundell 

Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

7 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

46 

25 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Yellovv-b.  Sapsucker 

25F 

2 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 

D’  Anna,  Potter 

Olive-s.  Flycatcher 

4 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

Schweigert 

66 

6 

1 

Franklinville  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Yellow-b.  Flycatcher 

18 

1 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Alder  or  Willow  Flycatcher  4 

1  banded 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Least  Flycatcher 

19L 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

D’  Anna  et  al 

Gr.  Cr.  Flycatcher 

17L 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

66 

17L 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

Eastern  Kingbird 

5L 

1 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Roberson 

*Forktail  Flycatcher 

30 

1 

N.  Cayuga  Twp.,  Ont. 

Rising  et  al 

66 

30 

1 

N.  Cayuga  Twp.,  Ont. 

D’Anna  et  al 

Bam  Swallow 

16 

350 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Sundell 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

19 

6 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

D’Anna  et  al 

Brown  Creeper 

12 

1 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

Watson  et  al 

66 

17 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Roberson 

66 

17 

1 

Williamsville  Glen 

Rising 

Winter  Wren 

15F 

1 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

B  &  R  Ewald 

64 

17 

1 

Williamsville  Glen 

Rising 

Marsh  Wren 

6 

1 

Porter  Twp. 

D’  Anna,  Potter 
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Name  of  Bird 

Sept. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

18F 

2 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 

D’ Anna,  Potter 

(4 

27 

4 

Williamsville  Glen 

Rising 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

6F 

1 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

17 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitznck 

Bl.-gr.  Gnatcatcher 

8,17 

U 

Amity  Lake 

Pitznck 

44 

30L 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Veery 

18L 

3 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 

D’  Anna,  Potter 

Gray-cheeked  Thrush 

12F 

1 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

Watson 

44 

16 

2 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

44 

18 

I 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

27 

1 

Williamsville  Glen 

Rising 

Swainson’s  Thrush 

2 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson  et  al 

Hermit  Thrush 

25F 

2 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

Roberson 

American  Pipet 

18F 

10 

Porter  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

19 

5 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna  et  al 

Solitary  Vireo 

18F 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson 

44 

18F 

1 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

D’  Anna,  Potter 

44 

25 

2 

Bird  Swamp,  Machias 

Schweigert  (CCBC) 

Yellow-thr.  Vireo 

12 

1 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

17 

1 

Williamsville  Glen 

Rising 

44 

27 

1 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

Warbling  Vireo 

18 

5 

Newstead  Twp. 

Watson 

44 

24L 

1 

Franklinville  Twp. 

Holmes 

44 

24L 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

2,26 

1,1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

44 

4,18 

1,1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

44 

12 

1 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

Watson  et  al 

44 

18 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson 

Blue-winged  Warbler 

16L 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Orange-cr.  Warbler 

IF 

1 

Goat  Island 

Potter 

44 

17 

1 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

44 

26 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

Northern  Parula 

15F 

1 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

B  &  R  Ewald 

44 

17 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

44 

30 

1 

Wales  Twp. 

O.  Rosche 

Yellow  Warbler 

13L 

1 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

Pine  Warbler 

13F,  17 

1,1 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

44 

16 

2 

Ellicottville  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Prairie  Warbler 

2L 

1  banded 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Palm  Warbler 

8F 

1 

Ellery  Twp. 

Sundell 

44 

13,14 

1,1 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

2F 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

44 

2F 

1 

Franklinville  Twp. 

Holmes 

44 

4 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

^Kentucky  Warbler 

12 

1 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

D’Anna 

Mourning  Warbler 

18L 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

44 

18L 

1 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

Hooded  Warbler 

2 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

44 

14L 

1  window  kill 

Carrollton  Twp. 

Eaton 

Indigo  Bunting 

19 

4 

Wales  Twp. 

O.  Rosche 

44 

19 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

D’Anna 

Chipping  Sparrow 

30 

30 

Franklinville  Twp. 

Holmes 

Lincoln’s  Sparrow 

16F 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 
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Name  of  Bird 

Sept. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Lincoln’s  Sparrow 

19 

1 

Y ates  T wp. 

D’ Anna  et  al 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

12F 

1 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 

D’Anna 

44 

19 

100 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

D’ Anna  et  al 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

24F 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Andrle,  Gregory 

44 

25 

6 

Wilson  &  Porter 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Dark-eved  Junco 

15F 

2 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

B  &  R  Ewald 

44 

15F 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Roberson 

Rustv  Blackbird 

24F 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

44 

25 

7 

Machias  Twp. 

Schweigert  (CCBC) 

44 

25 

1 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 

Potter,  D’Anna 

44 

30 

30 

Machias  Twp. 

Holmes 

*  Brewer’s  Blackbird 

19 

2 

Niag-on-Lake  Twp. 

Curry  et  al 

44 

21 

0 

Niag-on-Lake  Twp. 

D’  Anna  et  al 

Purple  Finch 

18 

6 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 

D’  Anna,  Potter 

Pine  Siskin 

3  OF 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded .  262 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  .  <9 

Total  for  year . 271 


Day  Time  Hunting  By  Great  Horned  Owls 

by  Tom  Harper 

Behind  my  house  in  Darien  is  an  open  area  with  a  small  creek  and  a  quarter  acre  pond.  The  pond  is  on  the 
other  side  of  the  creek  built  against  a  wooded  bank.  The  other  three  sides  are  man-made  dike  which  1  keep 
mowed.  There  are  three  posts  in  the  pond  which  were  put  there  for  birds  to  perch  on. 

Four  times  in  July  of  1992  I  noticed  a  young  Great  Homed  Owl  (GHOW)  perched  on  one  of  the  posts 
during  the  daytime.  On  all  four  occasions  the  owl  stayed  for  several  hours.  I  had  no  idea  why  the  owl  wanted  to 
sit  this  long  during  warm  weather  in  the  open. 

On  July  24,  1993  at  5:00  P.M.  I  witnessed  a  GHOW  leaving  the  edge  of  the  pond  with  a  muskrat  in  its 
talons.  I  did  not  get  a  chance  to  determine  the  age  of  the  bird.  The  next  morning  my  wife  and  son  noticed  a  young 
GHOW  on  the  dike  eating  a  muskrat.  Two  days  later  on  the  27th  at  9:00  A.M.,  I  noticed  an  adult  GHOW  sitting 
on  the  post  near  the  edge  of  the  pond.  Ten  minutes  later  the  owl  took  a  muskrat  in  shallow  water  about  fifty  feet 
from  the  post.  After  several  minutes  of  struggling  with  the  muskrat,  the  owl  hopped  out  of  the  water  and  up  onto 
the  dike.  It  sat  on  the  dike  holding  the  muskrat  in  its  talons,  breathing  heavily,  recovering  from  the  effort 
expended  in  killing  the  muskrat.  About  five  minutes  passed  when  a  red  fox  came  out  of  the  woods  near  the  edge 
of  the  pond  and  proceeded  along  the  dike.  The  two  animals  noticed  each  other  at  about  the  same  time.  The  fox 
stopped  and  the  owl  spread  its  wings  in  a  threatening  manner.  After  a  ten  second  stare-down  the  fox  made  a  u  ide 
circle  around  the  owl  and  disappeared  into  high  weeds  along  the  creek.  I  was  amazed  that  the  fox  made  no  attempt 
to  challenge  the  owl.  The  GHOW  sat  there  with  the  muskrat  for  half  an  hour  before  flying  off  into  the  woods  wiih 
its  prey.  The  next  day  I  arrived  home  at  5:00  P.M.  and  found  a  young  GHOW  sitting  on  a  bird  feeder  located 
between  the  pond  and  the  creek.  Every  five  to  ten  minutes  I  checked  the  owl,  at  5:30  the  owl  was  on  top  of  the 
feeder  with  a  muskrat.  The  owl  sat  there  breathing  heavily  for  a  while  and  then  spent  the  next  hour  feeding  on  the 
muskrat.  Finally,  the  owl  Hew  odd  with  about  half  a  carcass  left.  Wow,  four  kills  in  five  days. 

GHOWs  were  seen  again  on  July  29,  August  4,  5  and  6.  On  August  29  crows  are  mopping  a  GHOW  in 
the  willow  tree  along  the  creek. 
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Another  interesting  note  is  that  the  GHOWs  showed  no  interest  in  taking  the  woodchucks  that  grazed  in 
the  mowed  area  around  the  pond.  On  several  occasions  woodchucks  were  in  the  open  field  close  to  the  perched 
owls.  According  to  the  Peterson's  Field  Guide  to  the  Mammals  muskrats  weight  two  to  four  ponds  while 
woodchucks  weigh  five  to  ten  pounds.  I  am  concluding  the  muskrats  were  easier  prey. 

It  is  hard  to  tell  how  many  muskrats  were  living  in  the  pond.  At  least  one  pair  with  young,  a  minimum  of 
six.  After  the  middle  of  August  there  were  no  sightings  or  fresh  signs  of  muskrats.  It  is  possible  the  owls  cleaned 
out  the  whole  group. 


Summary  1993 
Amity  Lake  Bluebird  Trail 

Eastern  Bluebird  Nestings  —  Vivian  Mills  Pitznck 
Amity  Lake,  Rt.  1,  Belmont,  NY  14813,  Allegany  County 
Data  is  based  on  records  from  nests  with  eggs  only. 


Total  pairs 

27 

Total  nestings 

56 

Total  nestings  in  Amity  Twp. 

55 

Total  nestings  in  Ward  Twp. 

1 

Total  young  fledged 

142 

Total  nestlings  died  or 

disappeared  (11%) 

19 

Total  nests  with  eggs 

46 

Total  eggs  not  hatched 

Nests  successful  (78%) 

36 

or  disappeared  (14%) 

29 

Total  eggs 

203 

Total  blowfly  larvae/pupae 

1675 

(Ave/nest  4.4) 

Found  in  30  nests 

Ave/nest  55.8 

Total  eggs  hatched 

174 

(86%)  Ave/nest  3.8 

Total  nests  with  material 

lowered  (too  deep) 

1 

Nests  with  WHITE  eggs 

1 

or  changed  (blowfly  infested) 

or  wet) 

6 

Pairs  nesting: 

once  only 

6 

Total  number  of  boxes,  about 

150 

twice  only 

15 

(includes  about  25  boxes  of 

three  times  only 

4 

neighbors  as  well  as  martin 

four  times  only 

2 

and  wren  boxes) 

Total  boxes  used  by 

First  fledgling  about  June  2 

Eastern  Bluebird 

43 

Last  Fledgling  about  August  21 

TOTAL  NESTLINGS  LOST  TO: 

Unknown  predator 

2 

Raccoon  1  Tree  Swallow 

5 

House  Wren 

0 

Weather  (heat)  1  Human  activity 

0 

Desertion 

4 

(cold  wet)  1  4  House  Sparrow 

0 

Wasps 

3 

Cumulative  Total  of  young  Bluebirds  fledged  since  start  of  this  trail  in  1971:  1851 
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Total  boxes  used  and  number  young  fledged  (in  parenthesis)  by: 

Eastern  Bluebird  43(142)  Tree  Swallow  89(334) 

House  Wren  12(37+?)  Tufted  Titmouse  1(0) 

European  Starling  4  (4+?)  House  Sparrow-  15  (0) 

^The  last  half  of  May  was  abnormally  cold  and  wet,  resulting  in  the  loss  of  some  nestlings  of  Tree 
Swallows,  House  Wrens  and  bluebirds. 

-House  Sparrow  nestlings  (22)  were  removed,  usually  soon  after  a  clutch  was  complete.  If  the  nest  was 

destroyed  too  soon,  the  female  tended  to  renest. 

* 


Uf  vL* 

Breeding  Bird  Population  Study  —  1993 

Abandoned  Upland  Pasture  —  location:  New  York,  Allegany  Co.,  Scio,  Saunders  Plot,  42°13'N, 
77°59'W;  Wellsville  North  Quadrangle,  USGS.  Continuity:  Established  1984,  10  yr.  Size:  8.0  ha. 
Description  of  Plot:  See  Am.  Birds  39: 112  (1985)  and  J.  of  Field  Ornithol.  63(Suppl.):  109-110  (1992). 
Weather  Mean  start  temp.,  14°C  (range  -1.7°  to  +29.4°C).  Deviations  from  long  term  averages:  temperature  for 
April  through  August,  +2.3°C;precipitation  for  April  through  July,  +2.7cm,  and  for  August,  none.  Source: 
Wellsville  Water  and  Light  Plant.  Ice  cleared  from  Amity  Lake  8  April,  a  week  late.  The  intermediate  stream 
remained  dry  from  21  May.  Abnormally  low  temperature  the  latter  half  of  May  stunted  the  com  but  had  little 
adverse  effect  on  nest  success  except  for  Eastern  Bluebird.  Coverage:  26.4  hr.;  16  visits  (1  sunrise,  1  late 
P.M.);  3,  7,  23  April;  16,  21,  27  May;  7,  16,  24  June;  3,  20,  26  June;  2,  9,  18,  30  August.  First  three  visits  were 
in  evening,  for  a  few  minutes  only,  to  listen  for  American  Woodcock.  On  final  visit  late-season  nests  were 
checked.  Census:  Song  Sparrow,  20.0  (100;3N,6FL);  Yeilow  Warbler,  16.0  (80);  Common  Yellowthroat,  11.0 
(55);  American  Goldfinch,  10.5  (52.5;5N,19L);  Alder  Flycatcher  ,10.0(50);  Field  Sparrow,  10.(2N,4FL);  Blue¬ 
winged  Warbler,  6.0(30);  Cedar  Waxwing,  5.0(25;2N,4FL);  Chestnut-sided  Warbler,  5.0;  Rufous-sided 
Towhee,  5.0;  American  Woodcock,  4.0(20);  Indigo  Bunting,  4.0(3FL);  Tree  Swallow,  3.0(15;3N,16FL);  Gray 
Catbird;  3.0;  Chipping  Sparrow,  3.0(1N);  Prairie  Warbler,  2.0(10;1N);  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak,  1.5(7. 5);  Blue 
Jay,  1.0(5);  Black-capped  Chickadee,  1.0(1N);  Eastern  Bluebird,  1.0(3N,2FL);  American  Robin,  1.0(1N); 
Brown  Thrasher,  1.0;  Red-eyed  Vireo,  1.0;  Nashville  Warbler,  1.0;  Scarlet  Tanager,  1.0;  Northern  Cardinal, 
1.0;  Purple  Finch,  1.0.  Total  species:  129.0  (645/40ha)  Territories.  Visitors:  Ring-necked  Pheasant  (new), 
Black-billed  Cuckoo,  Downy  Woodpecker,  Pileated  Woodpecker,  Eastern  Wood  Pewee,  Willow  Flycatcher, 
Eastern  Phoebe,  Tufted  Titmouse,  House  Wren,  Wood  Thrush  (new),  European  Starling  (new)  and  Ovenbird. 
Remarks:  Species  increasing  in  number  were  Yellow  Warbler  (highest  ever),  Common  Yellowthroat  and  Scarlet 
Tanager,,  but  decreasing  ere  House  Wren  (lowest  in  7  yr.),  Indigo  Bunting  (lowest  in  9  yr.),  Rufous-sided 
Towhee  (lowest  ever)  and  American  Goldfinch  (down  by  28%).  Ruffed  Grouse,  Least  Flycatcher  and  Brown¬ 
headed  Cowbird  were  missing.  Total  number  of  species  and  territories  was  lower,  respectively,  by  7%  and  12% 
from  the  9-yr.  norm.  The  poor  count,  lowest  in  7  yr.,  may  be  a  reflection  of  lack  of  open  water  on  the  Plot  but 
strongly  supports  the  observation  of  decreasing  numbers  of  individuals  for  most  species.  Primary  predators  were 
American  Crow,  Raccoon,  and  Common  Raven  (new,  stalking  in  a  grassy  area).  Acknowledgments:  Thanks  to 
Dana  Hams  for  weather  data  and  Victor  and  Gail  Funk  for  permission  to  use  the  property. 

Vivian  Mills  Pitzrick 
Amity  Lake, 

Belmont,  NY  14813 
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Donations  Sought  To  Help  Upgrade 
Of  Iroquois  Refuge 

Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  is  observing  its  35th  year  with  several  projects  which  will  enhance 
public  use  of  the  refuge.  The  managers  recognize  that  one  of  the  most  popular  activities  has  been  birding  and  other 
wildlife  observation.  The  refuge  has  four  trails  and  four  overlooks  that  afford  visitors  an  opportunity  to  look  for 
the  255  bird  species  and  20  mammal  species  that  have  been  identified  on  the  refuge.  All  these  facilities  will  be 
upgraded  in  the  next  few  years. 

One  of  the  most  popular  facilities  is  Cayuga  Overlook.  It  is  easily  accessible,  lying  at  the  edge  of  busy 
highway  77,  and  it  is  a  destination  for  those  watching  the  spring  waterfowl  migration.  Cayuga  is  in  nee  of 
upgrading  and  it  will  be  one  of  the  first  areas  to  be  improved. 

A  limiting  factor  on  what  can  be  done  is  the  availability  of  funds,  a  particular  problem  in  this  time  of  slow 
economy.  One  way  of  stretching  the  budget  is  through  a  Challenge  Grant  Program.  This  is  a  partnership  between 
the  refuge  and  the  public  to  fund  a  particular  project.  The  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  matches  dollar- for-dollar 
any  donations  made  by  private  parties  or  corporations.  The  improvements  to  Cayuga  Overlook  have  been 
submitted  for  approval  for  funding  under  this  program. 

The  cost  is  expected  to  be  $5,200  for  the  items  outlined  below.  Currently  donations  or  pledges  of  $1,600 
have  been  received.  An  additional  $1,000  would  complete  the  public’s  half  of  the  cost. 

The  Refuge  is  asking  for  our  support  in  this  special  project.  Donations  of  $250  or  more  will  be  recognized 
on  a  plaque  at  the  site.  Checks  should  be  made  out  to  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  and  mailed  to  Iroquois 
National  Wildlife  Refuge,  1101  Casey  Road  -  P.O.  Box  517,  Alabama,  NY  14003. 

The  writer  talked  to  Dorothy  Gerhart  who  was  the  author  of  the  letter  sent  out  describing  the  project.  She 
is  located  at  the  Refuge  office,  telephone  number  716-948-5445. 

Plans  at  Cayuga  are  as  follows;  1)  prepare  an  observation  area  measuring  100  X  10  feet  in  front  of  the 
parking  lot  for  persons  not  able  to  park  in  the  front  row;  2)  remove  the  planter  in  the  center  of  the  parking  area;  3) 
resurface  parking  area  with  crushed  stone  and  a  filler  to  give  a  smooth  non-asphalt  surface;  4)  replace  the  parking 
barriers;  5)  mark  handicapped  parking  areas;  6)  remove  the  pine  trees  bordering  the  parking  lot  along  Hwy  77 
(already  done),  leaving  the  large  deciduous  trees  and  adding  some  shrubs.  (The  trees  encouraged  dumping  and 
vandalism,  they  said). 

In  a  second  Phase  they  envision  an  observation  deck  of  size  20  X  14  feet  in  front  of  the  parking.  This 
would  be  four  feet  high  and  require  a  wheelchair  ramp  about  65  feet  long.  (To  me  the  platform  is  a  benefit  to 
birders,  but  it  would  tend  to  block  the  view  of  persons  behind  it.) 

We  asked  if  it  would  be  possible  to  cut  about  200  yards  of  cattails  to  provide  open  water  closer  to  the 
viewers.  Ms.  Gerhart  said  they  were  looking  into  that  situation. 

Bill  Burch 


Nov.  24 
Dec.  8 
Dec.  22 


BOS  MEETINGS 
NOTICE 

During  October,  November  and  December  B.O.S.  meetings  will  begin  at  7:30  P.M. 
No  Meeting.  Happy  Thanksgiving. 

Our  annual  Holiday  meeting  and  social.  Bring  a  friend  and  some  cheer  to  share! 

No  Meeting.  Merry  Christmas! 
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Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  1 
through  June  15,  inclusive,  except  for  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December.  Meetings  begin  at  8 
p.m.  and  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020  Humbolt  Parkway,  Buffalo,  New  York. 

FIELD 


Sunday.  Niagara  River  for  gulls  and  waterfowl.  Joint  trip  with  Rochester  GOS.  Meet  at  9:30  A.M. 
at  Old  Fort  Niagara  in  the  parking  lot  just  outside  the  old  fort.  Leaders:  Bob  Spahn  of  GOS  and  Bob 
Brock  (876-5862). 

Thursday-Monday.  ABA  Regional  Conference  in  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Saturday.  Beaver  Meadow  Christmas  Bird  Count.  Compiler:  Dave  Junkin  (457-3228). 

Sunday.  BOS  Christmas  Bird  Count.  Compiler:  Bill  Bogacki  (674-5781). 

Monday  (Boxing  Day).  Niagara  Falls,  Ontano-NY  Christmas  Bird  Count.  Compiler:  Kayo  Roy. 
For  information  call  Willie  D’ Anna  (731-4348). 


Sunday.  Audubon  Chestnut  Ridge  Christmas  Bird  Court.  Compiler:  Linda  Holmes  (652-6708). 

Sunday.  Buffalo  Waterfront  for  Snowy  Owls  and  the  Niagara  River.  Meet  at  Vermont  &  Busti  at 
8:00  A.M.  Leader:  Bill  Burch  (773-3690). 

Sunday.  Waterfowl  Count  for  the  Federation  of  NYS  Bird  Clubs.  This  is  the  target  date  but  any 
date  between  January  15  and  23  inclusive  is  acceptable.  For  a  territory  call  the  compiler,  Joe 
DiDomenico  (683-7343). 

Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Trip  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 

#|c  #Jc  mC 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a  -Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings,  call  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  896-5200. 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler: 
Mr.  William  D’Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Drive  Extension,  Niagara  Falls,  NY  14304. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer:  Jane  Hever,  296  Westchester  Blvd.,  Kenmore,  NY 
14217  Tel.  (875-3318). 

Back  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  @  $0.50  per  copy. 

Editor:  Charles  D.  Halvorsen,  212  Main  Street,  West  Seneca,  NY  14224. 


Nov.  21: 

Dec.  2-6: 
Dec.  18: 
Dec.  19: 
Dec.  27: 

1994 

Jan.  2 
Jan.  9: 

Jan.  16: 
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THE  MONTH:  October  1993 

October  was  cool  and  cloudy.  The  month  began  with  a  continuation  of  the  cool  weather  which 
characterized  the  last  two  weeks  of  September.  Gale  force  winds  and  rain  accompanied  a  front  passing  through  the 
region  on  the  3rd  and  4th  followed  by  several  days  of  beautiful  Indian  Summer  during  which  the  high  temperature 
for  the  month,  74°(F),  was  recorded  on  October  7th.  Heavy  rainfall  on  the  9th  preceded  a  second  weather  front 
which  precipitated  an  influx  of  migrant  waterfowl  and  passerines  during  the  Society’s  annual  fall  bird  count  on  the 
10th  with  strong  westerly  winds,  cold  temperatures  and  snow  flumes  at  higher  elevations  south  of  Buffalo.  The 
remainder  of  the  month  was  unseasonably  cool  with  record  low  temperatures  recorded  during  the  early  morning 
hours  of  October  13th  (30°F)  and  14th  (28°F)  for  those  dates  at  Buffalo.  A  third  major  weather  front  on  the  21st 
was  accompanied  by  gale  force  winds  with  gusts  up  to  61  m.p.h.  and  local  flooding  along  the  Lake  Erie 
shoreline.  A  cold,  rainy  weekend  ended  the  period  with  the  first  general  snowfall  of  the  season  dropping  up  to  six 
inches  of  snow  on  higher  elevations  of  the  Southern  Tier  on  the  30th  and  31st  and  three  inches  in  the  Buffalo  area 
on  the  afternoon  and  evening  of  the  31st.  The  average  temperature  for  the  month  was  49.2°(F),  a  departure  of 
-1.9°  from  the  norm  with  a  total  precipitation  at  Buffalo  of  3.69  inches,  6/10  of  an  inch  above 
average. (Meteorological  data  as  recorded  at  the  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport.) 

Although  three  major  weather  fronts  with  high  winds  and  falling  temperatures  passed  through  our  study 
area  in  October,  the  month  was  not  remarkable  for  exciting  observations  of  rare  or  unusual  lands  which  such 
unsettled  weather  frequently  brings  to  Lake  Ene  and  the  mouth  of  the  Niagara  River  at  Buffalo.  Nonetheless,  one 
to  four  Little  Gulls,  including  one  immature  bird  were  seen  by  several  observers  all  month  in  the  over  between 
Buffalo  and  Fort  Ene.  On  October  3rdBruce  Chilton  reported  an  immature  Sabine’s  Gull  near  the  Bird  Island  pier 
at  the  foot  of  Ferry  Street  in  Buffalo  and  a  second  immature  bird  of  this  species  was  seen  by  Peter  Yoerg  at  this 
location  on  the  24th.  On  that  date  Yoerg  also  had  a  bnef  glimpse  of  an  immature  jaeger  harassing  gulls  along  the 
Niagara  River  shoreline  at  Fort  Ene  but  was  unable  to  discern  characteristics  to  identify  the  bird  as  to  species 
before  he  lost  sight  of  it.  The  first  white-winged  gull  of  the  season,  an  adult  Iceland  Gull  was  seen  by  Gordon 
Bellerby  from  the  overlook  at  the  Sir  Adam  Beck  Hydro  water  intake  at  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario  on  October  30th 
while  Willie  D’Anna  recorded  an  adult  Glaucous  Gull  at  Niagara  Falls  on  the  following  day.  A  report  received  at 
the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  on  October  29th  advised  of  the  sighting  of  three  Red  Phalaropes  upnver  from  the 
Peace  Bndge  at  Fort  Erie  on  that  date. 

The  seasonal  movement  of  winter  finches  through  the  region  began  with  an  early  sighting  of  an  Evening 
Grosbeak  by  Linda  Holmes  at  her  feeder  in  East  Aurora  on  October  7th.  From  the  15th  until  the  end  of  the  month 
many  reports  of  flocks  of  these  grosbeaks  in  varying  numbers  at  feeders  and  elsewhere  were  received  by  the 
compiler.  Pine  Siskins  were  also  recorded  in  large  numbers.  On  October  16th,  Willie  D’Anna  and  his  party  saw 
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three  Lapland  Longspurs  in  a  field  in  the  Town  of  Wilson  in  Niagara  County  and  Bert  Schweigert  reported  a 
single  longspur  from  the  Town  of  Allegany  in  Cattaraugus  County  on  the  23rd.  Other  records  of  interest  include  a 
late  Osprey  seen  by  Dave  Junkin  at  the  Beaver  Meadow  Sanctuary  in  Wyoming  County  on  October  24th  and  the 
first  Northern  Saw-whet  Owl  of  the  season  reported  from  the  Wilson-Tuscorora  State  Park  in  Niagara  County  by 
Betsy  Potter  on  the  26th.  The  most  exciting  finds  of  the  month  were  the  discovery  of  an  Eared  Grebe  among  a 
group  Horned  Grebes  in  Lake  Ontario  at  the  foot  of  the  Yates-Carlton  Townline  Road  in  the  Town  of  Yates  in 
Orleans  County  by  Willie  D’Anna  and  his  group  on  a  B.O.S.  field  trip  on  October  30th  and  Margaret 
Cunningham’s  sighting  of  a  female  Yellow-headed  Blackbird  at  her  feeder  at  her  residence  on  Concession  Road 
#18  at  Long  Beach  in  Wainfleet  Township,  Ontario  on  the  23rd. Unfortunately  the  bird  took  its  leave  before  other 
observers  could  see  it.  Mrs.  Cunningham’s  feeder,  it  will  be  remembered,  was  the  scene  of  the  appearance  of  a 
Western  Tanager  in  December,  1992,  only  the  second  record  for  our  study  area. 

Joseph  F.  Thill 

The  Prothonotary  would  like  to  thank  Gerry  Rising  for  his  contribution  to  this  publication  over  the  last 
several  years.  He  began  writing  “The  Month”  in  the  September,  1989  issue  (Vol.  55,  No.  9).  He  also  provided 
numerous  additional  articles  during  this  period.  At  the  same  time,  we  welcome  back  Joseph  Thill.  Joe  previously 
wrote  “The  Month”  for  several  years  until  the  July,  1987  issue  (Vol.  53,  No.  7).  ed. 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification 
according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (B.O.S.  1991)  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area. 


Name  of  Bird 

Oct. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

*  Red-  throated  Loon 

30F 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

D’Anna  (BOS) 

Common  Loon 

21 

5 

Athol  Spnngs 

Andrle 

44 

31 

3 

Allegany  S.P. 

Schweigert 

*  Eared  Grebe 

30 

1 

Y ates  T wp. 

D’Anna(BOS) 

D-crest.  Cormorant 

2 

68 

Buffalo 

Watson 

44 

6 

583 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

44 

22 

11 

Athol  Spnngs 

Andrle 

American  Bittern 

16 

1 

Machias  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Tundra  Swan 

23F 

1 

Yorkshire  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Snow  Goose 

26 

1 

Langford  Pond 

Holmes 

44 

28 

1 

Allegany  S.P. 

Schweigert 

Brant 

27F 

30 

Lakeside  Beach  S.P. 

Harper 

Green- winged  Teal 

13 

63 

Burgeson  WS 

Sundell 

Blue-winged  Teal 

24L 

3 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Northern  Shoveler 

19 

8 

Batavia  Lagoon 

Listman 

Canvasback 

18F 

180 

Niagara  Falls 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Redhead 

17 

14 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson,  Suggs(BOS) 

Ring-necked  Duck 

18 

75 

Niagara  Falls 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

19 

120 

Batavia  Lagoons 

Listman 

Greater  Scaup 

6F 

4 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 
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Name  of  Bird 

Oct. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Greater  Scaup 

17 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

19 

8 

Batavia  Lagoons 

Listman 

Lesser  Scaup 

5 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitznck 

Oldsquaw 

24 

60 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

Chilton 

44 

24 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

27 

300-400 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

Roberson 

Black  Scoter 

24F 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

30 

8 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

Harper  et  al 

Surf  Scoter 

2F 

2 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

Chilton 

44 

18 

2 

Niagara  Falls 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

19,20,22 

1  2  1 

Ellery  Twp. 

Sundell 

44 

30 

16 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

Watson,  Harper  et  al 

White-winged  Scoter 

30 

3 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

Watson,  Harper  et  al 

Common  Goldeneye 

21 

2 

Athol  Springs 

Andrle 

44 

23 

12 

Niagara  Falls 

D’Anna  et  al 

Bufflehead 

17F 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Suggs  (BOS) 

44 

23 

3 

Evangola  S.P. 

Andrle 

44 

23 

o 

** 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

30 

310 

Carlton  Twp. 

D’Anna  et  al 

Hooded  Merganser 

4 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

44 

17 

8 

Iroquois  NWR 

Suggs  (BOS) 

Common  Merganser 

5 

65 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

Watson 

44 

17 

32 

New  Albion  Lake 

Schweigert 

44 

17 

47 

Allegany  S.P. 

Schweigert 

Ruddy  Duck 

23 

4 

Lime  Lake 

Schweigert 

44 

24 

6 

Allegany  S.P. 

Schweigert 

Osprey 

24L 

1 

Bliss 

D.  Junkin 

Bald  Eagle 

28 

1  imm. 

Allegany  Reservoir 

Schweigert 

Rough-legged  hawk 

27 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

44 

30 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna  (BOS) 

Merlin 

11 

1 

Barcelona  Harbor 

Sundell 

44 

19 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Sora 

2L 

1 

Buckhom  Is.  S.P. 

D’Anna,  O’Donnell 

Common  Moorhen 

19L 

1 

Batavia  Lagoons 

Listman 

American  Coot 

11 

110 

Mayville 

Sundell 

Black-bellied  Plover 

17 

6 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert 

44 

31 

2 

Fort  Ene,  Ont. 

Harper 

Lesser  Golden-Plover 

17 

8 

Clarence  Twp. 

Suggs  (BOS) 

44 

24 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna  et  al 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

17 

3 

T  onawanda  WMA 

Suggs  (BOS) 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

0 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Watson 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

17 

28 

Clarence  Twp. 

Watson,  Suggs  (BOS) 

44 

24 

4 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna  et  al 

Dunlin 

17 

14 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Suggs  (BOS) 

44 

24 

27 

Dayton  T wp. 

Schweigert 

Common  Snipe 

17 

5 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Suggs  (BOS) 

American  Woodcock 

26L 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Watson 

44 

26L 

1 

Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

Potter 

Jaeger  species 

24 

1 

Fort  Ene,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Little  Gull 

2-31 

1-3 

Buffalo-Fort  Ene 

Chilton,  Watson  et  al 

44 

30 

1 

Queenston,  Ont. 

Bellerby 

44 

31 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Harper,  Benham 

Iceland  Gull 

3  OF 

1 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 

Bellerby 
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Name  of  Bird 

Oct. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Glaucous  Gull 

3  IF 

1 

Niag-on-Lake 

D’Anna 

Sabine’s  Gull 

3 

1 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

Chilton 

Mourning  Dove 

6 

227 

South  Wales 

Benham 

Nor.  Saw-whet  Owl 

26F 

1 

Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

Potter 

Common  Nighthawk 

7L 

3 

Forest  Lawn,  Bflo. 

Hess 

44 

7L 

2 

Buffalo 

Schopp 

Chimney  Swift 

3 

250 

LaSalle  Park,  Bflo. 

’ Benham 

44 

7L 

6 

Forest  Lawn,  Bflo. 

Hess 

Red-bellied  Wdpkr. 

17 

3 

Iroq.  NWR  &  Tona.  WMA 

Suggs 

Yellow-b.  Sapsucker 

15 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitznck 

Empidonax  species 

11 

1-2 

Canadawav  Cr.  WMA 

m/ 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Eastern  Phoebe 

23 

1 

Machias  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Horned  Lark 

31 

79 

Conewango  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Purple  Martin 

3L 

4 

LaSalle  Park,  Bflo. 

Benham 

Tufted  Titmouse 

31 

1 

S.  Valley  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Carolina  Wren 

27 

1 

Carrollton  Twp. 

Eaton 

Gray  Catbird 

18 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Solitary  Vireo 

17 

1 

S.  Valley  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

12L 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Nashville  Warbler 

16L 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

16L 

1 

Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

D’Anna 

Rufous-s.  Towhee 

18 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes,  Ruhl 

Amer.  Tree  Sparrow 

26F 

6 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Watson 

44 

27 

3 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

44 

27 

1 

Wheatfield  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Chipping  Sparrow 

31 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Field  Sparrow 

27 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Vesper  Sparrow 

31 

1 

Napoli  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Savannah  Sparrow 

24L 

2 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Fox  Sparrow 

16F 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

44 

17 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Suggs  (BOS) 
D’Anna  et  al 

Lapland  Longspur 

16 

3 

Wilson  Twp. 

44 

23 

1 

Allegany  Twp. 

Schweigert 
D’Anna  et  al 

44 

24 

12 

Yates  Twp. 

Snow  Bunting 

24F 

70 

Yates  Twp. 

D’Anna  etal 

44 

30 

1 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

Chilton 

*Yellow-h.  Blackbird 

23 

1 

Wainfleet  Twp.  (f) 

Cunningham 

Common  Grackle 

17 

1800 

Dewittville 

Sundell 

Pine  Siskin 

17-31 

6 

Danen(f) 

Harper 

44 

18-31 

19  max. 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

44 

20 

2 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

20-25 

14-31 

Niag.-on-Lake 

Bellerby 

44 

20-29 

2-1 

Eden  Valley(f) 

Andrle 

44 

29 

3 

Wales  Twp.(f) 

O.  Rosche 

Evening  Grosbeak 

7F 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

44 

15 

1 

Amity  Lake 

V&R  Pitzrick 

44 

15 

9 

Bliss 

M.  Junkin 

44 

17-31 

15  other  repts. 

throughout  WNY 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded  .  . 
Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  .  . 

Total  for  year . 
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Report  of  the  58th  Annual  B.O.S.  October  Bird  Count 


Date:  October  10,  1993  Compiler:  Victoria  Onorato 

Weather:  Despite  a  trace  of  snow,  the  first  of  the  season,  this  was  a  generally  pleasant  day.  The 
temperature  ranged  from  a  low  of  30°  F  to  a  high  of  46°.  It  was  generally  clear  with  78%  of  possible  sun 
recorded.  Winds  were  out  of  the  west  averaging  8.5  mph  with  a  peak  gust  near  noon  of  22  mph.  Lake  Ene 
temperature  was  56°. 

Compilation:  The  following  is  a  list  of  species  recorded  on  the  count  together  with  the  number  of 
individuals  tabulated.  Bold  face  names  indicate  species  for  which  acceptable  written  verifications  were 


received.  F  represents  first  and  L  last  dates  for  the  fall  migration,  *  first  date  for  the  vear. 

Where  a 

species  was  recorded  in  three  or  fewer  sections,  the  section  numbers  are  given  in  parentheses. 

Loons  - 

Ducks 

Common  Loon 

35 

Amen  can  Wigeon 

697 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

77 

Redhead 

27 

[3,10,21] 

Homed  Grebe 

64 

Ring-necked  Duck 

131 

[35] 

Double-crested  Cormorant 

493 

Greater  Scaup 

1143 

Great  Blue  Heron 

178 

Lesser  Scaup 

318 

Great  Egret 

4  [5] 

unspecified  scaup 

209 

Green- backed  Heron 

15 

Oldsquaw 

2 

[3,4] 

Black-crowned  Night  Heron 

9  [11] 

Surf  Scoter 

9 

Snow  Goose 

F 

5  [1023] 

White-winged  Scoter 

45 

Canada  Goose 

11364 

unspecified  scoters 

4 

Wood  Duck 

356 

Common  Goldeneye 

F  40 

[8] 

Green-wmged  Teal 

58 

Bufflehead 

F  5 

[22] 

Amen  can  Black  Duck 

166 

Hooded  Merganser 

30 

Mallard 

3059 

Common  Merganser 

133 

Northern  Pintail 

71.  [3,5,17] 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

62 

Blue-wmged  Teal 

35 

Ruddy  Duck 

F  2 

[21] 

Northern  Shoveler 

23  [5,10,13] 

unspecified  waterfowl 

10 

Gadwall 

10 

V  u  1  t  u  r 

es  -  Coots 

Turkey  Vulture 

91 

unspecified  buteos 

3 

Osprey 

6 

American  Kestrel 

122 

Bald  Eagle 

6  [3,10,24] 

Merlin 

1 

[3] 

Northern  Harrier 

64 

unspecified  hawks 

1 

Sharp>-shinned  Hawk 

22 

Ring-necked  Pheasant 

14 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

13 

Ruffed  Grouse 

31 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

7 

Wild  Turkey 

181 

Broad-winged  Hawk 

2  [2021] 

Common  Moorhen 

106 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

341 

Amen  can  Coot 

87 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

F 

4  [920] 

Plovers 

-  Terns 

Black-bellied  Plover 

10  [7,17] 

Common  Smpe 

6 

[4,8,23] 

Semipalmated  Plover 

1  [8] 

Amen  can  Woodcock 

1 

[28] 

Kill  deer 

577 

unspecified  shorebirds 

17 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

35 

Little  Gull 

1 

[8] 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

9 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

837 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

6  [1,7] 

Ring-billed  Gull 

14390 

Red  Knot 

2  [3] 

Herring  Gull 

3019 

Sanderltng 

96  [7,11] 

Great  Black-backed  Gull 

161 

Semipalmated  Sandpiper 

1  [7] 

unspecified  gulls 

501 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

6 

Common  Tem 

36 

[3,8,11] 

Dunlin 

219 
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Doves  -  Swallows 


Rock  Dove 

3973 

Hairy  W  oodpecker 

35 

Mourning  Dove 

2462 

Northern  Flicker 

106 

Eastern  Screech-Owl 

8 

Pileated  Woodpecker 

8 

Great  Homed  Owl 

10 

unspecified  w  oodpeckers 

1 

Chimney  Swift 

6  [23] 

Eastern  Wood-Pewee 

7 

[5,7,11] 

Belted  Kingfisher 

47 

unspecified  empidonax 

1 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

7 

Eastern  Phoebe 

69 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker 

19 

Homed  Lark 

32 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 

2  [3,7] 

Tree  Sw  allow 

215 

Downy  Woodpecker 

176 

Bam  Swallow 

L 

1 

[27] 

Jays  -  S 

tarlings 

Blue  Jay 

1721 

Eastern  Bluebird 

104 

American  Crow 

4210 

Veery 

L 

5 

[HI 

Black-capped  Chickadee 

2222 

Gray-cheeked  Thrush 

L 

1 

[6] 

Tufted  Titmouse 

44 

Swainson’s  Thrush 

L 

4 

[8,9] 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch 

103 

Hermit  Thrush 

84 

White -breasted  Nuthatch 

224 

Wood  Thrush 

L 

2 

[28] 

Brown  Creeper 

46 

American  Robin 

3150 

Carolina  Wren 

10 

Gray  Catbird 

43 

House  Wren 

7 

Northern  Mockingbird 

15 

Winter  Wren 

29 

Brown  Thrasher 

1 

[28] 

Marsh  Wren 

5  [3,9,11] 

Amen  can  Pipit 

292 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

465 

Cedar  Waxwing 

869 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 

664 

European  Starling 

28787 

V  i  reos  - 

Warblers 

Solitary'  Vireo 

16 

Palm  W  arbler 

7 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

3  [9,11,21] 

Bay-breasted  W  arbler 

L 

1 

[7] 

Tennessee  Warbler 

L 

1  [20] 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

L 

6 

[27] 

Orange-crowned  Warbler 

3  [20,28] 

American  Redstart 

L 

6 

[7,13,14] 

Nashville  Warbler 

7 

Ovenbird 

L 

5 

[9,21] 

Magnoli a  Warbler 

L 

4  [4,10] 

Common  Yellowthroat 

6 

[12,13,26] 

Yellow-ramped  Warbler 

857 

W  ilson’s  Warbler 

L 

2 

[13,27] 

Blk. -throated  Green  Warbler 

L 

2  [16] 

unspecified  warblers 

13 

C  a 

rdinals-  H 

ouse  Sparrows 

Northern  Cardinal 

299 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

1393 

Rose- breasted  Grosbeak 

L 

6  [10,11,20] 

Lapland  Longspur 

F 

2 

[5] 

Rufous-sided  Towhee 

21 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

7532 

Chipping  Sparrow 

452 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

130 

Field  Sparrow 

202 

Rusty  Blackbird 

164 

Vesper  Sparrow 

12  [6,27] 

Common  Grackle 

3353 

Savannah  Sparrow 

54 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

218 

Fox  Sparrow 

8 

Purple  Finch 

126 

Song  Sparrow 

854 

House  Finch 

2353 

Lincoln’s  Sparrow' 

L 

4  [6,23] 

Pine  Siskin 

16 

Swamp  Sparrow 

112 

Amencan  Goldfinch 

603 

White-throated  Sparrow 

1506 

Evening  Grosbeak 

6 

[18,25] 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

389 

House  Sparrow 

2230 

unspecified  sparrows 

138 

unspecified  birds 

277 

Summary  Information  -  Total  Species  Observed  -  153 

Total  Individual  Birds  Observed  -  1 13,605 
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Comparisons  -  As  compared  with  October  Bird  Counts  dating  back  to  1935  (no  count  was  recorded  in 
1951)  and  with  counts  for  the  decade  1983-1992,  the  following  results  are  highlighted. 

Overall  -  Species  observed  157,  above  decade  average  of  155  and  overall  count  average  of  140.  Total 
individuals  1 13,627,  second  lowest  in  decade,  but  above  overall  count  average  of  99,324. 

Loons  -  Ducks  -  Common  Loon  35,  below  decade  average  of  66,  but  up  from  last  year’s  3.  Double- 
crested  Cormorant  493,  maximum  count  by  62%,  continuing  (after  last  year’s  exception)  an  almost 
exponential  increase.  Green-backed  Heron  15,  second  highest  count  and  high  for  decade. Herons  count  of 
206  ties  1990  for  count  high.  Waterfowl  count  18,020,  below  decade  average  21,914,  but  above  overall 
count  average  of  10,159. 

Raptors  -  Rails  -  Red-tailed  Hawk  341,  count  maximum,  previous  high  321  in  1985.  Common  Moorhen 
106,  count  maximum,  previous  maximum  85  in  1937.  This  was  balanced  by  the  decade  low  American 
Coot  87,  minimum  since  4  in  1962. 

Plovers  -  Terns  -  Sanderling  96,  well  above  decade  average  41  and  high  since  141  in  1985.  Dunlin  219, 
also  well  above  decade  average  72  and  high  since  266  in  1985.  American  Woodcock  1,  low  for  four 
decades;  small  numbers  in  most  recent  six  years  (average  4)  suggest  serious  concern. 

Doves  -  Swallows  -  Red-headed  Woodpecker  7,  high  since  1984,  none  last  year.  Eastern  Wood  Pewee 
7,  high  since  25  in  1982,  another  year  when  the  count  was  taken  early. 

Jays  -  Starlings  -  American  Crow  4210,  count  high.  Corvids  5931  count  maximum,  a  bad  sign  for 
passerines.  Black-capped  Chickadee  2222,  count  maximum  and  welcome  nse  since  last  year’s  decade  low 
of  1202.  Tufted  Titmouse  44,  count  maximum,  previous  high  36  last  year.  Red-breasted  Nuthatch  103, 
second  to  count  high  of  159  in  1989.  Veery  5,  count  maximum,  only  reported  on  three  previous  counts. 
Brown  Thrasher  1,  continuing  low  numbers;  this  species  has  never  been  common  on  October  counts,  but 
counts  of  about  20  were  common  in  the  1960s  and  1970s. 

Vireos  -  Warblers  -  Solitary  Vireo  16,  second  count  high  to  22  in  1970.  Total  vireos  count  of  19  high 
since  20  in  1972;  count  maximum  70  in  1970.  Blackpoll  Warbler  6,  high  since  16  in  1970;  count  high  23 
in  1954.  American  Redstart  6,  high  since  7  in  1975;  count  high  19  in  1970.  Ovenbird  5,  high  since  17  in 
1971 ;  count  maximum  35  in  1970.  Wilson’s  Warbler  2,  tied  for  decade  high  with  1989,  higher  counts  in 
the  period  1969-1976  with  count  maximum  in  1971  of  1 1. 

Cardinals  -  House  Sparrows  -  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  6,  second  highest  in  decade  to  7  in  1990,  no 
higher  than  that  since  1 1  in  1981;  count  maximum  20  in  1973.  Field  Sparrow  202,  decade  maximum  and 
high  since  220  in  1972;  count  maximum  539  in  1968.  Savannah  Sparrow  54,  decade  maximum  and  high 
since  85  in  1978;  count  maximum  228  in  1971  and  decade  averages  for  1960s  was  60,  1970s  77.  Rusty 
Blackbird  164,  decade  minimum,  next  lowest  226  in  1984.  Brown-headed  Cowbird  218,  decade  low, 
next  lowest  544  last  year;  counts  averaged  over  2000  from  the  1960s  through  the  1980s.  Total  count  of 
blackbirds  1 1393,  low  since  1955.  Evening  Grosbeak  6,  a  welcome  return  (?)  with  none  last  year  and 
only  one  the  year  before  that;  count  maximum  900  in  1981. 

Sections  and  Observers:  Names  of  section  compilers  are  in  boldface. 

1.  Fonthill,  ON:  Richard  Byron,  Barbara  Byron,  Donald  Mills,  Gisele  Mills,  Dora  Young,  Rick 
Young 

2.  Thorold,  ON:  Dick  Collins 

3.  Wilson,  NY :  Willie  D’Anna,  Harriette  Klabunde,  Walter  Klabunde,  Betsy  Potter,  Susan  Race 

4.  Middleport,  NY:  Robert  Brock,  William  Watson 

5.  Oak  Orchard,  NY:  Don  Brasure,  Bill  Burch,  Dick  Christensen,  Peggy  Christensen,  Jocelyn 
Jones,  Morgan  Jones,  Bob  Lipp,  Marion  Smith,  Bill  Townsend 

6.  Port  Maitland,  ON:  Jerry  Chappie,  Nina  Chappie,  Aline  Novosel,  Gary  Novosel 

7.  Lowbanks,  ON:  Bob  Andrle,  Joe  Thill 
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8.  Fort  Ene,  ON:  Jane  Heyer,  Alice  McKale,  Ellen  Schopp,  Margaret  Stewart,  Mike  Zebehazv 

9.  Grand  Island,  NY:  Michael  Galas,  Karen  Renning,  Chuck  Rosenberg,  John  Welte,  Martha  Welte 

10.  Akron,  NY:  Ed  Crohn,  Tom  Insalaco,  Donald  Roberson,  Mary  Ann  Stegmeier 

1 1.  Buffalo,  NY :  Michael  Davis,  Michael  Galas,  Andy  Halverson,  Barbara  Halverson,  Charles 
Halverson,  Neil  Halverson,  Laura  Leman,  Cathy  Mueller,  Victoria  Onorato 

12.  Lancaster,  NY:  Ann  Bauer,  Raymond  Frantz,  Tom  Harper,  Linda  Holmes,  Joseph  Lesser,  Donna 
Wieant,  Cy  Wolfling 

13.  Batavia,  NY:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roger  Daniels,  Jean  Gnnnell,  Eileen  Hull,  Robert  Hull,  Marsi  Pixley, 

Don  Thurau 

14.  Hamburg,  NY:  Barbara  Brandes,  Ken  Brandes,  Marian  Dornhaffer,  Ronald  Dunmi re,  Douglas 
Happ,  Adelaide  Hunley,  Erma  Kern,  Kenneth  Law,  Robert  Leonard,  Mary'  Saville,  Audrey 
Segebarth,  Jack  Segabarth,  Clare  Stahl,  Barbara  Walker,  Margaret  Wooley 

15.  Java,  NY:  Bill  Bogacki,  Ed  Ratajczak,  Karen  Wallace 

16.  Angola,  NY:  Lois  Buck,  Tom  Connare,  Fran  Rew 

17.  Cattaraugus,  NY:  Bert  Schweigert 

18.  Delavan,  NY :  Bruce  Chilton 

19.  Fillmore,  NY:  Ron  Andrews,  Lucile  Bailey,  Roy  Bielewicz,  Sandy  Bielewicz,  Faye  Clancy,  Theda 
Clark,  Alice  Evans,  Mary  Folger,  Lyle  Hotchkiss,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howard  Lang,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Phil 
Main,  James  Mullen,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roger  Nicholson,  Katherine  Palmer,  Jean  Perry,  Vesta 
Rice,  Elaine  Smith,  Emmette  Smith,  Manon  Smith,  William  Smith,  Scott  Warren,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Oliver  Williams,  Jean  Wilson,  Larry  Wilson,  Richard  Wilson 

20.  Dunkirk,  NY:  Lake  Erie  Bird  Club:  Chris  Budmewski,  Ray  Budniewski,  Paul  Farver,  Terry  Mosher, 
Dave  Neveu,  Lucille  Neveu,  Jeamne  Smith,  Kathy  Stoll 

21.  Cherry'  Creek,  NY:  Jamestown  Audubon  Society:  John  Cheney,  Julie  Heilman,  Ranjit  Laha,  Jessie 
Nelson,  Jean  Pigman,  Carol  Roby,  Travis  Suckow,  Bob  Sundell,  Carol  Wagner 

22.  Sherman,  NY :  Jamestown  Audubon  Society:  Scott  Allen,  Shawn  Allen,  Ranjit  Laha,  Jay  Oste,  Jean 
Pigman,  Bruce  E.  Robinson,  Bruce  J.  Robinson,  Bob  Sundell 

23.  Frewsburg,  NY :  Jamestown  Audubon  Society:  Scott  Allen,  Shawn  Allen,  Dan  Cordosi,  Ranjit  Laha, 
Tom  Madison,  Jeremy  Maggio,  Steve  Maggio,  Linda  O’Brien,  Bruce  Robinson,  Bob  Sundell 

24.  Salamanca,  NY  and  Allegany  State  Park:  Cattaraugus  County  Bird  Club:  Tim  Baird,  Bert 
Schweigert 

25.  Allegany,  NY:  Cattaraugus  County  Bird  Club:  Marlis  Aaron,  Tim  Baird,  Arlene  Bordonaro,  Lucille 
Bordonaro,  Alene  Church,  Stephen  W.  Eaton,  Cora  Moser,  Jacob  Moser 

26.  Cuba,  NY :  Llewellyn  Bump,  Roberta  Bump,  Doris  Burton,  Connie  Coon,  Ann  Scott,  Moms 
Scott,  Jean  Young 

27.  Bolivar,  NY:  Margaret  Barnett,  George  Brown,  Leon  Brown,  Ruth  Brown,  Doris  Burton,  Estella 
Cronauer,  Jane  Dickinson,  Audrey  Dunham,  George  Dunham,  Dons  Hurlburt,  Norman  Ives,  Bob 
James,  Clanbel  James,  Emma  Lou  King,  Virginia  Kruger,  Helen  Link,  Ona  Reynolds,  Lillian 
Simons,  George  Smith,  Ruth  Smith,  Bill  Thompson,  Fran  Thompson,  Fred  Wygant,  Pat  Wygant 

28.  Alfred,  NY :  Mallery  Adams,  Mary  Adams,  Charlotte  Alderson,  Ethel  Allen,  Dorothy  Bayless,  Fred 
Bayless,  Dorothy  Bouck,  Warren  Bouck,  Craig  Braack,  Don  Bnnk,  Loma  Bnnk,  Elizabeth 
Brooks,  Caroline  Browning,  Judson  Browning,  Debbie  Bucholz,  Betty  Burdick,  Carl  Burdick, 
Doris  Burton,  Dale  Coats,  Cynthia  Culley,  Paul  Culley,  Elsie  Cushing,  Larry  Deverell,  Phyllis 
Dubreuil,  Ann  Eisenhardt,  Peter  Finlay,  Walt  Franklin,  Mary'  Alice  Fuller,  John  Gradoni,  Pete 
Gradoni,  Millie  Hayes,  Matthew  Hotchkiss,  Sandra  Hotchkiss,  Betty  Kellogg,  Wayne  Kellogg,  Elsie 
Kent,  Clarence  Klingensmith,  Margaret  Klingensmith,  Ellen  Lamb,  Barry  Lash,  Hanna  Lash,  Martha 
Lash,  Rachel  Lash,  Cathy  MacDonald,  Casey  Marachek,  Maijorie  Mason,  Ken  McClure,  Manon 
McClure,  Mary'  Ormsby,  Lyle  Palmiter,  Thelma  Palmiter,  Beverly  Perry',  Mary  Peterson,  Sean 
Phelan,  Ann  Pipal,  Bob  Pipal,  Raymond  Pitznck,  Vivian  Pitzrick,  Dan  Ramsey,  Evelyn  Ramsey, 
Lynn  Rositzke,  Violet  Sharrett,  Conner  Stephens,  Bruce  Taggart,  Wilma  Taggart,  Evelyn  Thomas, 
Tim  Timbrook,  Theodore  Vossler,  Suzanne  Wood 


Total  Number  of  Observers:  253 

Complete  compilations  by  region 
may  be  obtained  at  a  society'  meeting. 
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Report  on  the  BOS  Trip  to  INWR  and  TWMA 

October  17,  1993,  eight  weather  resistant  BOS  members  participated  in  a  field  trip  to  the  Iroquois  National 
Wildlife  Refuge  and  the  Tonawanda  Wildlife  Management  Area.  It  had  rained  all  night  Saturday,  and  Sunday 
would  be  much  the  same.  Between  showers,  we  compiled  a  list  of  58  species  from  8  A.M.  until  3  P.M. 

The  trip  is  scheduled  in  mid-October  to  coincide  with  peal  numbers  of  waterfowl  species  before  hunting 
season  opens.  13  species  of  ducks  plus  Pied-billed  Grebe,  Common  Moorhen,  and  American  Coot  were  found 
throughout  both  refuges.  Only  two  Ring-necks  and  one  Bufflehead  were  seen,  both  at  Cayuga  Overlook. 

Seven  fall  shorebird  species  were  identified  in  two  locations.  Our  first  stop  at  Heise  and  County  Roads 
near  the  Clarence  turf  farms  yielded  eight  Lesser-golden  Plovers,  hundreds  of  Killdeer,  20+  Pectoral  Sandpipers, 
and  two  Dunlins.  Afternoon,  a  habitat  of  shallow  pools  newly  created  at  Griswold  Road  and  Route  77  near 
TWMA,  held  several  Killdeer,  about  ten  Greater  and  Lesser  Yellowlegs,  one  Pectoral  Sandpiper,  15+  Dunlins  and 
five  Common  Snipes. 

The  highlight  of  the  land  birds  was  Bartel  Road  near  Meadville  Road  in  the  TWMA.  A  flock  of  several 
hundred  Cedar  Waxwings  feeding  along  the  road  caught  our  attention.  Among  them  were  Red-bellied 
Woodpecker,  Northern  Ricker,  Black-capped  Chickadee,  White- breasted  Nuthatch,  American  Robin,  Yellow- 
rumped  Warbler,  Northern  Cardinal,  one  elusive  Fox  and  several  White-throated  and  White-crowned  Sparrows, 
Red-winged  Blackbird,  House  Finch,  and  American  Goldfinch.  Rusty  Blackbirds  were  common  all  through  the 
swampy  woods  along  Bartel  Road. 

INWR  and  TWMA  are  great  local  wildlife  preserves.  Even  on  a  rainy  day,  a  good  variety  of  birds  may  be 
found  on  the  water,  shores  and  land. 

David  F.  Suggs 


Lake  Ontario  Plain  -  October  30,  1993 

Mother  Nature  cut  us  a  break.  The  day  before  this  trip  the  winds  were  over  30  miles  per  hour.  Then,  after 
the  trip  it  rained,  but  during  the  trip  winds  were  light  and  it  was  dry.  21  birders  took  a  chance  on  the  weather,  I 
had  no  choice.  Remarkably,  seven  of  the  nine  cars  had  a  CB  radio,  four  of  which  were  supplied  by  Bill  Burch  and 
the  B.O.S.  The  radios  really  help  make  the  trip  go  more  smoothly  and  efficiently.  For  one  thing  it  is  no  longer 
necessary  for  everyone  to  get  out  of  their  vehicles  each  time  there  is  a  Red-tailed  Hawk.  For  another,  it  is  a  much 
simpler  matter  to  keep  the  tail  end  of  the  caravan  from  getting  lost. 

Along  the  way  to  Barker  Bicentennial  Park  on  Lake  Ontario  we  made  an  impromptu  stop  to  look  for  a 
Red-bellied  Woodpecker  spotted  by  Marcia  O’ Bara.  We  had  a  brief  fly-by  look  at  that  bird  but  a  much  better  study 
of  an  unusual  Hairy  Woodpecker.  Normally,  it  is  the  females  that  cause  difficulty  in  distinguishing  this  species 
from  the  Downy  Woodpecker.  However,  this  male  was  remarkably  small-billed.  The  bird  was  initially  identified 
as  a  Hairy  by  its  call.  Several  people  quickly  opted  for  Downy  after  viewing  the  bill.  Fortunately,  we  were  close 
enough  to  see  the  white  outer  tail  feathers.  They  lacked  any  dark  spots  which  is  diagnostic  for  Hairy  Woodpecker. 

At  the  park,  which  is  at  the  foot  of  Quaker  Road,  we  practiced  identifying  waterfowl  in  flight  and  on  the 
water.  Greater  Scaup  were  by  far  the  most  abundant  species  with  several  Common  Loons  and  Horned  Grebes.  A 
Rough-legged  Hawk  quickly  halted  our  exodus  from  the  park  as  a  beautiful  adult  male  flew  by  from  east  to  west. 
As  far  as  I  knew  this  was  the  first  of  the  season. 

At  Golden  Hill  State  Park  our  walk  through  the  woods  was  unproductive  but  at  the  cliffs  overlooking  the 
lake  we  continued  our  study  of  the  waterfowl.  The  species  mix  was  about  the  same  as  earlier  except  for  one  Red- 
throated  Loon.  This  winter-plumbed  bird  came  quite  close  to  the  shore  with  a  Common  Loon  providing  the  best 
comparison  between  the  two  species  that  most  of  us  had  ever  enjoyed! 

The  fields  along  Countyline  Road  provided  Horned  Larks,  Snow  Buntings,  and  Lapland  Longspurs  as 
they  did  on  our  last  two  B.O.S.  outings  here.  Unfortunately,  only  one  person  was  able  to  spot  the  most  desirable 
species,  the  Longspurs,  as  they  stayed  in  the  very  back  of  the  field. 

Shadigee  provided  more  of  the  same  waterfowl  as  did  the  foot  of  Yates-Carlton  Townline  Road  which  also 
had  over  310  Buffleheads,  an  impressive  collection.  After  ten  minutes  at  the  latter  stop,  one  of  the  closer  Horned 
Grebes  started  paddling  directly  toward  us.  As  I  raised  my  binoculars  I  was  about  to  make  a  crack  about  the  grebe 
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that  was  looking  for  a  handout.  Instead,  I  blurted  out  “Everyone,  look  at  this  bird!”  It  was  definitely  not  a  horned 
Grebe  but  an  Eared  Grebe!  And,  as  with  the  Red-throated  and  Common  Loons,  we  were  afforded  an  incredible 
comparison  between  two  similar  species  -  this  time  it  was  the  Eared  Grebe  and  a  Homed  Grebe  that  moved  right 
beside  it.  Now,  that’s  the  way  to  end  a  trip! 

Willie  D’Anna 

a* 

*j» 

The  Mildred  Baker  McVey  Fund 

by  Joseph  DiDomenico 

In  the  fall  of  1991,  the  B.O.S.  was  the  recipient  of  an  inheritance  from  the  estate  of  Mildred  Baker  McVey. 
A  timetable  for  discussing  and  approving  the  uses  of  this  money  was  set  up  and  culminated  at  the  meeting  on  May 
22,  1992.  A  fund  was  established  called  the  “Mildred  Baker  McVey  Memorial  Fund.” 

2.  The  purpose  of  this  fund  will  be  to  provide  a  continual  source  of  income  to  fund,  or  partially  fund, 
projects  which  the  B.O.S.  Council  and  members  deem  worthwhile  and  in  the  best  interest  of  the  Society. 

3.  It  is  hoped  that  other  B.O.S.  members  will  make  donations  or  similar  bequests  to  expand  funding  of 
worthwhile  projects  benefiting  the  B.O.S.  and  wild  birds  in  general.  NOTE:  The  members  donated  an  additional 
$250.00  in  their  1992/1993  dues. 

4.  The  fund  was  started  with  $14,500.00  in  it  and  is  currently  invested  in  a  mutual  fund  that  should  yield 
about  $1,000.00  in  earnings  for  1993.  Approved  projects  will  be  funded  from  earned  interest  generated  by  the 
fund  only. 

5.  The  Council  will  serve  as  a  grant  committee.  A  process  and  timetable  was  established. 

a.  Written  grant  requests  are  due  by  the  first  January  meeting. 

b.  Only  members  in  good  standing  may  submit  requests. 

c.  The  Council  will  review  all  requests  by  the  end  of  January. 

d.  The  Council  will  submit  its  recommendations  at  the  first  meeting  in  February  for  a  vote  of  the 
membership. 

e.  The  grants  will  be  awarded  at  the  second  meeting  in  February. 

f.  At  that  time,  a  list  (headed  by  Mildred  Baker  McVey)  will  be  read  which  will  acknowledge  all  person 
who  have  contributed  $200.00  or  more  to  the  fund. 

g.  Successful  grant  applicants  will  be  required  to  report  on  their  project  to  be  published  in  the  Prothonotary 
and  may  be  invited  to  present  a  program  at  a  future  meeting. 

6.  The  approved  grants  for  1993  were  reported  on  at  the  November  10th  meeting.  These  were: 

a.  Purple  Martin  House  -  both  houses  were  erected  in  the  spring.  One  Tifft  Nature  Preserve  and  the  other 
at  the  Coast  Guard  Station. 

b.  Bam  Owl  Project  -  materials  to  build  50  Barn  Owl  nestboxes.  Tapes  and  other  supplies  were  included 
in  this  project. 

BOS  MEETINGS 


Jan.  12:  Margaret  Cunningham  will  speak  on  the  hazards  of  bird  migration.  A  video  presentation  will  be 

included.  A  review  of  the  Mildred  McVey  Grant  requests  by  President  Joe  DiDomenico  will  follow 
the  program,  time  permitting. 

Jan.  26:  Bill  Burch  will  give  a  presentation  on  the  Dry  Tortugas.  Membership  vote  on  the  McVey  Grant 

requests. 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  1 
through  June  15,  inclusive,  except  for  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December.  Meetings  begin  at 
7:30  p.m.  and  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020  Humbolt  Parkway,  Buffalo,  New  York. 
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FIELD 


Dec. 

27: 

1994 

Jan. 

2 

Jan. 

9: 

Jan. 

16: 

Feb. 

6: 

Feb. 

27: 

Mar. 

19: 

Mar. 

26: 

Apr. 

3: 

Apr. 

10 

Apr. 

15-17: 

Monday  (Boxing  Day).  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario-NY  Christmas  Bird  Count.  Compiler:  Kayo  Roy. 
For  information  call  Willie  D’Anna  (731-4348). 


Sunday.  Audubon  Chestnut  Ridge  Christmas  Bird  Court.  Compiler:  Linda  Holmes  (652-6708). 

Sunday.  Buffalo  Waterfront  for  Snowy  Owls  and  the  Niagara  River.  Meet  at  Vermont  &  Busti  at 
8:00  A.M.  Leader:  Bill  Burch  (773-3690). 

Sunday.  Waterfowl  Count  for  the  Federation  of  NYS  Bird  Clubs.  This  is  the  target  date  but  any 
date  between  January  15  and  23  inclusive  is  acceptable.  For  a  territory  call  the  compiler,  Joe 
DiDomemco  (683-7343). 

Sunday.  Niagara  River.  Meet  at  Vermont  and  Busti  at  8:00  A.M.  or  at  8: 15  at  the  first  parking  lot  on 
the  Canadian  side.  0.6  mile  upstream  from  the  Peace  Bndge.  Leader:  Mike  Hamilton  (881-6709). 

Sunday.  Canadian  Owl  Trip.  Meet  at  9:00  A.M.  at  Vermont  and  Busti  or  at  9: 15  at  the  first  parking 
lot  on  the  Canadian  side.  0.6  mile  upstream  from  the  Peace  Bndge.  Leader:  Blayne  Farnan  (1-416- 
834-751 1)  and  Richard  Byron  (662-4783). 

Saturday  (not  Sunday).  Lake  Ontario  plains  of  eastern  Niagara  County.  Meet  at  8:00A.M.  in 
Wright’s  Comers  (north  of  Lockport)  on  Hwy  78  at  the  new  Tops  market  a  block  north  of  the  Hwy 
104  intersection.  Leader:  Willie  D’Anna  (1-731-4348). 

Saturday  (not  Sunday).  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  for  spring  waterfowl.  Meet  at  8:00  A.M. 
at  Amherst  Book  World,  0. 1  mile  east  of  Main  &  Transit.  Leader:  Morgan  Jones  (433-5687). 

Daylight  Saving  Time  -  move  clock  ahead  one  hour. 

Sunday.  B.O.S.  April  Count.  Compiler:  TBA. 

Algonquin  Provincial  Park,  Ontario.  This  is  still  being  planned  by  leader  Richard  Byron.  We  hope 
to  repeat  a  three-dav  trip  of  1991  (not  a  BOS  trip)  which  gave  super  views  of  Spruce  Grouse  plus 
Boreal  Chickadee  and  other  northern  species. 

Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Trip  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 


m#  a#  vL»  vp  vL# 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a  -Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings,  call  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  896-5200. 


Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler: 
Mr.  William  D’Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Drive  Extension,  Niagara  Falls,  NY  14304. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer:  Jane  Heyer,  296  Westchester  Blvd.,  Kenmore,  NY 
14217  Tel.  (875-3318). 
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THE  MONTH:  November  1993 


To  borrow  from  the  phraseology  of  poets,  ‘the  dun  colored  skies  of  November’  characterized  the  weather 
pattern  on  the  Niagara  Frontier  this  month.  Only  29%  of  possible  sunshine  was  recorded  in  November,  which 
percentage  being  exactly  average  for  the  period;  there  were  no  meteorological  exii'emcs  in  temperature  or 
precipitation.  The  average  temperature  for  the  month,  39.6°(F)  was  only  0.9°(F)  below  average  while  precipitation 
in  the  form  of  rain  and  snow  at  Buffalo  measured  3.58  inches,  0.25  inches  below  normal.  The  only  significant 
snowfall  was  recorded  on  November  29th  when  lake  effect  squalls  deposited  3.6  inches  at  Buffalo  but  up  to 
twelve  inches  in  “snow  belt’’  areas  south  of  the  city.  (Meteorological  data  as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo 
International  Airport.) 

For  the  bird-watcher,  November  is  a  most  productive  month  on  the  south  shore  of  Lake  Ontario  in  our 
study  area.  This  month  is  a  memorable  one.  The  227  Red-throated  Loons  seen  by  Willie  D’Anna  and  his  party  on 
the  lake  in  the  Town  of  Somerset  in  Niagara  County  on  November  1 1th  is  a  record  high  count  for  our  study  area 
although  but  a  small  fraction  of  the  total  number  of  these  birds  seen  this  year  in  their  autumn  passage  on  Lake 
Ontario.  D’Anna  had  been  alerted  as  to  the  probability  of  a  major  flight  on  the  previous  day  by  Brett  Ewald  who 
counted  over  1,200  Red-throated  Loons  on  that  date  while  conducting  a  waterfowl  census  at  Hamlin  Beach  State 
Park  in  Monroe  County  west  of  Rochester.  Several  observers  subsequently  reported  smaller  numbers  of  these 
loons  in  the  lake  between  Fort  Niagara  State  Park  and  our  study  area  boundary  at  Point  Breeze  in  Orleans  County 
until  the  end  of  the  month.  There  were  also  remarkable  records  of  Bohemian  Waxwings  on  this  fly  way  in 
November.  The  Town  of  Somerset  was  again  the  scene  of  several  large  flock  sightings  of  this  rare  winter  visitor 
including  an  unprecedented  record  high  count  of  101  birds  in  a  Hock  seen  by  Willie  D’Anna  and  his  party  on 
November  14th.  The  Lake  Ontario  shore  was  also  the  scene  of  several  sightings  of  Pine  Grosbeaks,  rare  and 
irregular  winter  visitors,  including  one  seen  by  Betsy  Potter  in  the  Wilson-Tuscorora  Sate  Park  in  the  Town  of 
Wilson  in  Niagara  County  on  November  9th  and  an  apparently  wintering  flock  of  two  to  twelve  birds  seen  by 
several  observers  from  the  21st  until  month’s  end  in  a  pine  plantation  on  Lutts  Road  in  the  Town  of  Porter. 

The  Lake  Erie  Shore  was  not  without  its  share  of  interesting  records  including  the  ornithological  find  of 
the  month,  an  adult  Barrow’s  Goldeneye  seen  by  several  observers  in  the  lake  at  Erie  Beach  in  the  Town  of  Fort 
Erie,  Ontario  on  November  7th.  A  short  distance  away  at  Crescent  Beach,  Ontario  on  that  date  Alec  Humann 
counted  61  migrating  Red-tailed  Hawks  apparently  ushered  in  on  the  northwest  winds  of  a  cold  front  which 
passed  through  our  region  that  day.  And  still  farther  west  on  this  shore,  at  Rock  Point  Provincial  Park  in  the 
Town  of  Dunville  on  the  7th,  Margaret  Cunningham  and  Blayne  Faman  found  four  migrant  Saw-whet  Owls  in  the 
scattered  conifers  behind  the  shoreline. 


150 


Vol.  59  No.  12 


In  other  records  of  interest,  at  least  two  adult  Peregrine  Falcons  appear  to  be  wintering  in  the  downtown 
business  area  of  the  City  of  Buffalo  but,  unfortunately  no  acceptable  written  verification  forms  describing  these 
birds  have  been  received  by  the  statisticians.  In  any  case,  the  presence  of  these  falcons  was  first  reported  in  early 
November  by  a  Buffalo  attorney,  E.W.  Dann  Stevens  who  witnessed  them  both  perched  and  on  the  wing 
pursuing  Rock  Doves  from  his  office  on  the  19th  floor  of  the  Liberty  Building.  Several  reports  have  subsequently 
been  received  at  the  Museum  of  Science  of  one  or  both  of  these  birds  pursuing  Rock  Doves  in  the  two  block 
vicinity  of  Main  and  Court  Streets  in  downtown  Buffalo  and,  in  one  instance,  at  LaSalle  Park  near  the  north 
harbor  in  this  city  on  November  1 1th  where  Linda  Holmes  and  others  saw  the  larger  of  these  two  falcons  pursue 
and  catch  a  Rock  Dove  which  it  proceeded  to  eat  on  the  Bird  Island  Pier.  The  difference  in  body  dimensions  has 
led  to  speculation  as  to  whether  they  are  a  mated  pair. 

A  King  Eider  was  seen  on  Lake  Ontario  at  Point  Breeze  in  Orleans  County  by  Walt  Listman  of  the 
Genesee  Ornithological  Society  on  November  26th.  Gordon  Bellerby  reported  the  first  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 
of  the  winter,  an  adult  at  the  Adam  Beck  Hydro  overlook  on  November  16th;  a  second  adult  and  a  “third  winter” 
bird  of  this  species  were  seen  at  that  location  on  the  21st.  There  was  only  one  record  of  a  Black-legged  Kittiwake 
reported  in  November,  an  immature  bird  flying  along  the  Bird  Island  Pier  at  Buffalo  near  the  mouth  of  the  Niagara 
River  where  it  was  seen  on  the  3rd  by  Mike  Morgante.  A  second  kittiwake  seen  by  Gordon  Bellerby  at  Fort  Erie 
the  following  day  was  also  in  immature  plumage  and  presumably  the  same  bird.  On  the  3rd  also,  Paul  Hess  saw 
an  immature  Sabine’s  Gull  in  the  Niagara  River  at  the  foot  of  Ferry  Street  in  Buffalo;  a  second  immature  Sabine’s 
Gull  was  seen  at  the  Adam  Beck  Hydro  overlook  at  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario  by  Bruce  Chilton  on  November  7th. 
Finally  the  first  Snowy  Owl  of  the  season  was  reported  from  the  Town  of  Brocton  in  Chautauqua  County  by  Ray 
Budmewski  on  November  6th.  The  few  other  sightings  reported  do  not  portend  a  major  flight.  In  contrast, 
following  Walt  Listman’ s  report  of  a  Hock  of  50  Common  Redpolls  at  Point  Breeze  on  November  3rd,  the 
compiler  received  13  other  records  of  smaller  Hocks  of  these  finches  on  the  Lake  Erie  and  Lake  Ontario  plains 
which  may  presage  a  flight  year  for  this  irregular  winter  visitor. 

Joseph  F.  Thill 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification 
according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (B.O.S.  1991)  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(0  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area. 


Name  of  Bird 

Nov. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

*  Red-  throated  Loon 

11,14 

227.181 

Somerset  &  Yates 

D’Anna  etal 

44 

21 

4 

Porter  Twp. 

D’Anna 

Common  Loon 

21 

104 

Porter  Tw'p. 

D’Anna 

Bl.-cr.  Night-Heron 

25 

1 

Buffalo 

Brock 

44 

26 

2 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

Tundra  Swan 

2,13 

32,72 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Watson 

44 

13,25 

17,11 

Crescent  Beach,  Ont. 

Humann 

44 

19 

275 

Mayville 

Sundell 

Mute  Swan 

7 

•  1 

Olcott 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Snow  Goose 

2 

9  wh.  1  bl. 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Watson 

44 

13 

8 

Barre  Tu  p. 

Watson 

51 
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Name  of  Bird 

Nov. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Northern  Shoveler 

1,9,16,20 

1,1, 1,1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

44 

2,13 

36,5 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

King  Eider 

26F 

1 

Point  Breeze 

Listman 

Black  Scoter 

4 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Broderick 

Surf  Scoter 

9,21 

l 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Broderick 

44 

21 

o 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Btlo. 

Chilton 

White-winged  Scoter 

6 

0 

Cuba  Lake 

Schueigert 

44 

11 

348 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Barrow’s  Goldeneye 

7 

1 

Fort  Ene,  Ont. 

Andrle 

Hooded  Merganser 

1-30 

17  max. 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

44 

o 

105 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

44 

13 

19 

Cuba  Lake 

Schueigert 

44 

14,26 

31,49 

Allegany  S.P. 

Schueigert 

44 

19 

350 

Mayville 

Sundell 

Common  Merganser 

14 

98 

New  Albion  Lake 

Schueigert 

44 

16 

100 

over  East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Ruddy  Duck 

7 

1 

Niag. -on-Lake 

Broderick 

44 

11 

2 

Niagara  River 

Holmes 

Bald  Eagle 

6 

1  imm. 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

Schueigert 

44 

26 

1  ad. 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

Schueigert 

Red-shouldered  Hawk  1 

1 

Sheridan  Twp. 

Schueigert 

A  men  can  Coot 

2 

238 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Lsr.  Golden  Plover 

20  L 

1 

Shadigee 

Morgante, Ghosh 

Killdeer 

29 

11 

B  roc  ton 

Budmewski 

Greater  Yellovvlegs 

13L 

1 

Rcinstein  Preserve 

Benham 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

2L 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Sanderling 

13L 

9 

Crescent  Beach,  Ont. 

Humann 

Purple  Sandpiper 

13F 

1 

Crescent  Beach,  Ont. 

Humann 

44 

21 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Brock(BOS-GOS) 

44 

22 

1 

Point  Breeze 

Listman 

Dunlin 

6 

22 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

•w  * 

Schueigert 

Common  Smpe 

2L 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Little  Gull 

7,11 

2 

Fort  Ene,  Ont. 

Broderick,  Holmes 

44 

20 

1 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 

Chilton 

44 

21 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Brock(BOS-GOS) 

Iceland  Gull 

21 

n 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 

Bellerby 

44 

23 

1 

Whirlpool  S.P. 

Chilton 

L.  Black-b.  Gull 

16,21 

1,1  ad. 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 

Bellerby 

44 

21 

1  ad. 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Brock(BOS-GOS) 

Glaucous  Gull 

7F 

1 

N  lag. -on- Lake 

D’Anna 

44 

16,21 

1,1 

Adam  Beck  Hvdro,  Ont. 

Bellerby 

Great  Black-b.  Gull 

13 

1 

Lime  Lake 

Schueigert 

Black-leg.  Kittiwake 

3F 

1  imm. 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

Morgante 

Sabine’s  Gull 

3 

1 

Squau  Island,  Bflo. 

Hess 

44 

7 

1 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 

Chilton 

Common  Tern 

8L 

6 

Buffalo 

D’Anna 

Snowy  Owl 

16F-29 

1 

B  rex' ton 

Budmewski 

44 

22,28,29 

1 

Royal  ton  Twp. 

Potter, D’Anna  et  al 

44 

28 

1 

Yates  Tu  p. 

D’Anna,  Schueigert 

44 

29,30  . 

1 

Buffalo 

D’Anna 

Long-eared  Owl 

7F 

o 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Cunningham,  Farnan 

Short-eared  Owl 

14F 

3-4 

Yates  Tu  p. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Nor.  Saw-whet  Owl 

7 

4 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Cunningham, Farnan 
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Name  of  Bird 

Nov. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

14 

1 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

Broderick 

Empidonax  species 

16.17 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

44 

18 

1 

East  Aurora 

D’Anna 

Eastern  Phoebe 

14L 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

Harper, Yoerg  et  al 

House  Wren 

14L 

0 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

Winter  Wren 

29 

1 

Carrollton  Twp. 

.  Eaton 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

29 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Eastern  Bluebird 

Hermit  Thrush 

2-23 

12 

6  reports 

1 

throughout  WNY 

Tona wanda  Twp. 

Hess 

Northern  Mockingbird 

26 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

^Bohemian  Waxwing  1 1,14,28 

23,101,46 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

11,28 

33,7 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

13 

44 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

Watson 

44 

20 

40-50 

Barker  Pk.,  Somerset 

Morgante, Ghosh 

44 

26 

65 

Somerset  Twp. 

Chilton 

44 

26 

1 

Allegheny  S.P. 

Schweigert,Baird 

Northern  Shnke 

10F 

1 

Wainfleet  Twp. 

Cunningham 

44 

14 

1 

Y ates  T wp. 

Harper  et  al 

D’Anna  et  al 

Pine  Warbler 

14L 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

Common  Yellowthroat 

16,17 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Rufous-s.  Towhee 

8 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Chipping  Sparrow 

5L 

2 

Squaw  Is.,  Brio. 

Yoerg 

Field  Sparrow 

13 

1 

Whirlpool  S.P. 

Chilton 

Fox  Sparrow 

12L 

2 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

Swamp  Sparrow 

26 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

7 

1 

Bliss 

D  &  M  Junkin 

Rusty  Blackbird 

25 

3 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Common  Grackle 

30 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

*Pine  Grosbeak 

4F 

1 

Port  Weller,  Ont. 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

9 

1 

Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

Potter 

44 

21,28 

2,11 

Porter  Twp. 

D’ Anna, Schwei  gen 

44 

26 

3 

Porter  Twp. 

Brodenck 

Red  Crossbill 

26F 

4 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

Chilton 

White-w.  Crossbill 

5F 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

^Common  Redpoll 

3F 

50 

Point  Breeze 

Listman 

44 

7,8 

U 

Bliss 

D  &  M  Junkin 

44 

Pine  Siskin 

9-30 

1-30 

10  other  rep. 

20-10 

Lake  Plains  &  WNY 
Niag.-on-Lake 

Bellerby 

44 

2 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

44 

2  3 

4,5 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

44 

6 

2 

Eden  Valley(f) 

Andrle 

44 

18,26 

1,100 

Amity  Lake 

Pitznck 

Evening  Grosbeak 

44 

1-30 

7-27 

9  other  rep. 

82  max. 

S  &  E  of  Buffalo 

Bliss 

D  &  M  Junkin 

44 

26 

58 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

Chilton 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded . 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybnds  recorded  this  issue  . 

Total  for  year. . 

*Oct.  total  of  274  incorrect  as  Eared  Grebe  was  previously  recorded. 
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CORRECTIONS 


1)  In  the  Prothonotarv.  September  1992,  Vol.  58,  No.  9,  pg.  100: 

Red  Crossbill  Aug.  14,17  2  building  nest  Golden 

should  be: 

Red  Crossbill  Aug.  14,17  2  building  nest  Golden 

2)  In  the  Prothonotarv,  October,  1993,  Vol.  59,  No.  10,  pg.  132: 

Olive-s.  Flycatcher  Sep.  4  1  Golden 

should  be: 

Olive-s.  Flycatcher  Sep.  4  1  Golden 


Hill  S.P. 

Chilton 

Hill  S.F. 

Chilton 

Hill  S.P. 

Schweigert 

Hill  S.F. 

Schweigert 

Note  that  Golden  Hill  State  Forest  is  in  the  Town  of  Humphrey  in  Cattaraugus  County  and  that  Golden  Hill  State 
Park  is  in  the  Town  of  Somerset  in  Niagara  County. 

3)  In  the  Prothonotarv.  November,  1993,  Vol.  59,  No.  1 1: 

Glaucous  Gull  Oct.  3 IF  1  Niag. -on-Lake  D’Anna 

should  be  deleted 


4)  In  the  Prothonotarv,  November,  1993,  Vol.  59,  No.  11,  pg.  145: 

Overall  -  species  observed  157,  above  average  of  155  and  overall  count  average  of  140.  Total  individuals  1 13,627 
should  be: 

Overall  -  species  observed  153,  below  average  of  155  and  overall  count  average  of  140.  Total  individuals  1 13,605 


Niagara  Loop  Trip 
November  7,  1993 

The  trip  began  with  a  different  route,  one  that  had  worked  quite  successfully  last  year.  The  group  met  a  the 
Peace  Bridge  and  then  proceeded  directly  to  the  Lewiston  Dock.  Scouting  trips  the  previous  day  and  early  Sunday 
morning  revealed  no  birds  of  any  significance  at  Fort  Niagara. 

At  Lewiston  we  found  the  usual  gulls  (but  no  Little  Gull),  the  resident  Mockingbird,  one  lonely  Oldsquuu , 
and  a  Great  Blue  Heron  across  the  river.  A  side  top  into  Artpark  produced  a  migrating  Sharp-shinned  Hawk  and  a 
few  Snow  Buntings  flying  overhead. 

Crossing  the  Lewiston-Queenston  Bridge,  we  moved  on  to  the  Sir  Adam  Beck  station  overlook.  Here  again 
we  found  the  usual  four  species  of  gulls,  but  also  spent  a  good  deal  of  time  tracking  a  possible  Black-backed  Gull 
as  it  flew  in  and  out  behind  the  power  station  below  us.  A  cooper’s  Hawk  flew  by  heading  up  the  gorge  and 
several  tree  sparrows  congregated  in  the  trees  on  the  bank.  At  this  point  we  also  met  Dick  and  Bobbie  Byron  w  ho 
had  just  come  from  Fort  Erie.  They  confirmed  that  the  Barrow’s  Goldeneye,  which  had  been  reported  previously , 
was  still  at  Jaeger  Rocks  and  easily  visible  from  the  road  there. 

Upon  hearing  this  bit  of  news  4  of  the  8  cars  on  the  trip  departed  immediately  for  Fort  Erie.  Can’t  take  a 
chance  on  missing  a  lifer!  After  further  discussion,  the  rest  of  us,  with  the  exception  of  Bob  Brock,  departed  lor 
Fort  Ene  as  well.  The  QEW  could  have  been  renamed  Red  Tail  Alley.  No  less  than  6  of  these  raptors  were  spied 
in  the  trees  along  the  highway. 

Arriving  at  Jaeger  Rocks,  the  Barrow’s  was  quickly  located  about  50  yards  offshore  and,  along  with  a 
number  of  other  birders,  we  enjoyed  the  sigh.  Moving  downriver  to  investigate  some  other  reported  sightings.  we 
came  upon  two  Little  Gulls,  one  adult  and  one  immature,  at  the  fisherman’s  park.  The  birds  performed  nicely, 
flying  back  and  forth  a  few  feet  offshore  and  occasionally  alighting  on  the  water.  It  was  an  excellent  opportunity 
to  study  the  contrasting  plumages  and  to  compare  them  with  the  Bomes  in  the  vicinity. 

While  there  we  linked  up  again  with  Bob  Brock  who  had  driven  along  the  Niagara  Parkway  and  checked  out 
the  Falls  area  and  the  upper  river.  He  found  very  few  birds  on  the  nver.  Further  discussion  led  to  a  decision  to 
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reverse  course  and  head  north  to  look  for  the  Fine  Grosbeak  which  had  been  at  Port  Weller  during  the  past  week. 
A  fast  drive  back  down  the  QEW  and  a  long  walk  along  the  canal  at  Port  Weller  proved  unavailing  as  far  as  the 
Pine  Grosbeak  was  concerned,  although  several  other  more  common  species  were  found  including  a  Black- 
Crowned  Night  Heron. 

Once  again  the  group  divided  with  two  cars  driving  back  through  Niagara-on-the-Lake.  A  stop  at  the  sewage 
lagoon  on  Lakeshore  Road  revealed  a  large  number  of  ducks,  including  one  Ruddy  Duck.  However,  the  mouth  of 
the  nver  was  just  as  vacant  as  it  had  been  in  the  morning  and  we  completed  our  day  with  36  species. 

Bill  Brodenck 

A  BIG  JANUARY  -  MY  THIRD  ATTEMPT 

by  Willie  D'Anna 

"I  sure  would  like  to  get  that  Gyrfalcon.  What  a  bird  that  would  be."  Dean's  comment  had  more  than  the 
usual  desire  of  a  birder  wanting  to  see  a  lifer.  After  spending  a  few  hundred  hours  searching  for  raptor  nests  and 
counting  migrating  raptors,  he  had  a  predilection  for  the  birds  of  prey.  I  could  relate.  I  mean,  the  Gyrfalcon  was 
my  most  wanted  life  bird  and  had  been  for  some  time.  And  now,  one  had  recently  been  seen  at  Buffalo  Harbor. 
As  we  returned  to  our  vehicles  from  the  beach  at  Woodlawn,  however,  Dean's  focus  changed  quickly.  He  bent 
over  to  inspect  the  sagging  tire  of  his  truck  more  carefully,  mumbled  something  under  his  breath,  then  climbed  in. 
Since  this  was  probably  the  third  time  I  watched  him  do  that  this  morning,  I  strongly  recommended  that  he  find  a 
gas  station,  put  air  into  his  tire,  then  meet  us  back  at  Buffalo  Harbor.  I  was  relieved  when  he  agreed  to  do  so. 

Five  minutes  later  I  exited  the  elevated  section  of  Route  5  onto  the  Tifft  Street  ramp.  Halfway  down  I 
spotted  a  large  falcon  in  a  soar  slightly  to  our  right.  Suspecting  one  of  the  Peregrine's  we  had  seen  earlier,  I 
pulled  over  and  got  out  of  the  car.  The  bluntly  pointed  wingtips  were  the  first  clue  that  this  bird  was  different. 
The  flight  feathers,  paler  than  the  wing  linings,  were  the  second.  I  quickly  set  up  the  scope  and  confirmed  my 
suspicions  -  this  was  a  life  bird  for  Betsy  and  me  -  a  gray  Gyrfalcon!  We  watched  it  until  it  flew  behind  the 
mounds  at  the  Tifft  Nature  Preserve.  Three  minutes  after  scoring  the  Gyr,  Dean  showed  up.  The  falcon, 
however,  was  not  to  be  found  again  that  day  nor  the  next  despite  our  persistent  efforts. 

In  this,  my  third  "big  January",  I  finally  had  a  partner  -  Dean  DiTommaso  -  someone  who  was  willing  to 
spend  most  of  his  free  time  in  the  pursuit  of  a  list.  In  a  big  January  that  extra  pair  of  eyes  is  an  enormous  help.  At 
the  same  time  there  is  an  added  sense  of  responsibility  to  help  your  partner  get  whatever  he  needs  that  you  already 
have.  Dean  not  only  needed  the  Gyrfalcon  but  he  was  extremely  disappointed  at  having  missed  the  most 
spectacular  of  the  North  American  falcons.  I  had  to  endure  not  only  Dean's  disappointment  but  my  own  guilt  - 
after  all,  it  was  I  who  had  sent  him  away  just  before  we  saw  the  Gyr. 

The  largest  of  the  falcons,  the  Gyr  (found  by  Dave  and  Debbie  Suggs  and  confirmed  by  Bob  Andrle)  was 
the  best  of  the  many  great  birds  we  saw  this  month.  For  those  who  may  be  unfamiliar  with  the  term,  a  "big 
January"  is  an  attempt  to  see  as  many  species  as  possible  in  the  coldest  month  of  the  year.  My  previous  best  effort 
was  105  species  in  1991  while  my  first  attempt  in  1988  yielded  96  species.  My  goal  this  year  was  1 10,  a  total 
which  I  was  not  confident  we  could  achieve. 

We  had  a  lot  of  help  along  the  way.  Several  people  made  the  effort  to  phone  me  of  their  sightings,  man> 
of  which  were  excellent  winter  rarities  but  also  the  more  common  birds  which  can  be  anything  but  common  in 
January.  For  the  second  time  in  a  row  the  regional  Christmas  Counts  supplied  very  few  leads  to  tough  birds, 
simply  because  they  were  held  on  days  with  awful  weather.  However,  January's  weather  may  have  again  been 
helpful  to  me,  without  the  extremely  harsh  conditions  which  can  quickly  drive  birds  out  of  our  region. 

My  rules  for  the  big  January  were  the  same  as  always:  (1)  The  species  had  to  be  within  the  B.O.S.  study 
area  and  positively  identified  by  either  sight  or  sound;  (2)  Verification  reports  required  according  to  the  B.O.S. 
Verification  Date  Guide  (1991)  had  to  be  accepted  by  the  B.O.S.  Statisticians.  The  second  rule  adds  records  for 
the  society  and  lends  credibility  to  the  list.  When  a  birder  knows  that  he  must  verify  a  sighting,  it  forces  him  to 
look  more  closely  at  the  bird. 

Our  journey  began  in  memorable  fashion.  At  Niagara-on-the-Lake  shortly  after  sunrise  on  New  Year's 
Day,  the  wind  chill  was  below  zero  with  a  biting  northwesterly.  The  Red-throated  and  Common  Loons  which 
had  been  seen  here  may  have  departed  but,  more  probably,  it  was  just  too  rough  for  us  to  see  them  on  the  water. 
Birds  in  flight,  however,  were  another  matter.  With  fingers  and  toes  starting  to  get  numb  Dean  picked  out  a 
Jaeger  heading  right  toward  us!  Unfortunately,  it  did  not  allow  a  sufficient  view  for  specific  identification.  Still. 
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an  unidentified  Jaeger  counts  as  one  species  and  it  is  a  great  bird  to  start  the  new  year  off  with!  We  tallied  55 
species  on  our  first  day  with  several  good  birds:  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull,  Black  Scoter,  Hooded  Merganser, 
Snowy  Owl,  Black-crowned  Night-Heron,  Northern  Pintail,  Dunlin,  and  Purple  Sandpiper. 

The  next  day  was  almost  entirely  spent  looking  for  the  Gyrfalcon.  Still,  in  the  Buffalo  Harbor  area  we 
added  7  species  including  Ring-necked  Duck,  two(!)  Peregrine  Falcons,  and  the  aforementioned  Gyr.  On  the 
third  we  fought  icy  and  closed  roads  to  return  to  the  harbor  but  we  could  not  turn  up  the  largest  falcon  for  Dean. 
However,  Dick  Collins,  also  looking  for  the  Gyr,  brightened  our  day  by  picking  out  a  bird  which  he  had 
originally  found  on  the  first  -  an  immature  male  King  Eider!  We  finished  the  day  by  adding  four  species  of  owls 
in  the  Town  of  Porter:  Screech,  Long-eared,  Short-eared,  and  Saw-whet.  This  brought  our  total  to  71  species. 

In  1991  it  was  Ellen  Schopp  who  found  my  milestone  100th  species,  a  Merlin.  On  the  fifth  of  this  year 
Ellen  came  through  again.  She  found  the  same  individual  at  the  University  of  Buffalo,  now  in  its  junior  year,  and 
successfully  showed  it  to  me  on  that  day.  Dean,  however,  chose  an  inopportune  moment  not  to  be  home  when  I 
called.  I  now  had  two  raptors  more  than  him. 

East  Aurora  was  the  site  of  our  brief  but  effective  foray  on  the  sixth,  searching  for  several  birds  found  by 
Linda  Holmes.  Tufted  Titmouse  and  four  sparrow  species  including  a  rare  Field  and  a  Swamp  (which  Dean 
missed!)  were  at  Sinking  Ponds.  Searching  for  a  Red-breasted  Nuthatch  from  the  road  amongst  some  more 
expensive  homes  elicited  the  usual  question  from  one  of  the  residents.  Our  usual  response,  "Watching  birds," 
seemed  to  mollify  her  as  she  closed  the  door  behind  her.  A  few  minutes  later,  however,  East  Aurora's  finest 
pulled  up,  looked  us  over,  and  stated  with  no  small  amount  of  surprise,  "You  really  are  birdwatchers."  In  the 
morning  of  this  day  Dean's  persistence  finally  paid  off  as  he  found  his  life  Gyrfalcon  at  Buffalo  Harbor.  In  tact 
he  got  such  a  great  look  that  my  guilt  not  only  turned  into  relief  but  faded  into  jealousy  as  well! 

Getting  all  four  species  of  falcons  was  an  undreamed  of  accomplishment.  The  sparrows,  meanwhile, 
were  another  surprising  success  story.  On  the  eighth  we  dashed  to  Mae  Ruhl's  to  admire  the  dainty  and  rare  in 
winter.  Chipping  Sparrow,  on  her  tray  feeder.  The  next  day  found  us  on  Langdon  Road  in  the  Town  of 
Lewiston,  the  usually  reliable  spot  for  White-crowned  Sparrow  in  winter.  Dozens  of  Tree  Sparrows  were  feeding 
in  the  com  stubble.  When  a  large  group  flew  up  and  into  the  hedge  row  we  were  thrilled  to  find  among  them,  not 
only  a  White-crowned  but  also  an  exquisitely  rare  in  winter  Savannah  Sparrow! 

In  a  snowstorm  on  the  tenth  we  actually  got  lost  in  the  Ayer-Stevenson  Sanctuary  and,  yet,  still  could  not 
manage  a  Ruffed  Grouse.  Later  in  the  day  at  Lake  Erie  State  Park  we  were  not  even  trying  when  one  Hushed  at 
our  feet  in  the  usual  heart-stopping  manner.  A  Wood  Duck,  lured  to  a  heated  unfrozen  pond  in  the  city  ol 
Jamestown  was  our  bird  of  the  day.  However,  seeing  62  Wild  Turkeys  up  close  at  the  Budmewski's  feeding 
station  was  the  most  impressive  sighting.  The  weekend  of  the  ninth  and  tenth  added  fifteen  species  to  the  list  and 
brought  our  total  to  94.  Although  it  seemed  like  we  were  doing  well,  the  list  was  actually  behind  1991  u  hen. 
after  two  weekends,  I  had  97  species. 

At  this  point  I  thought  that  adding  five  species  in  one  day  was  extremely  unlikely.  Yet,  on  the  sixteenth 
we  proved  it  was  possible.  We  had  wonderful  studies  of  Lapland  Longspur  in  the  Town  of  Yates,  added  a 
Northern  Shrike  in  Porter,  and  then  picked  up  two  rare  winter  birds  in  one  location  -  Hermit  Thrush  and  Rulous- 
sided  Towhee  at  the  Horticultural  Gardens  in  Queenston,  Ontario.  We  finished  the  day  with  my  100th  species, 
the  slightly  mundane  Great  Blue  Heron. 

The  seventeenth  brought  us  back  down  to  reality.  We  were  in  the  Niagara  Peninsula  of  Ontario  hoping  lor 
at  least  some  of  the  following  recently  seen  birds:  Eastern  Bluebird,  Rusty  Blackbird,  Northern  Oriole,  Purple 
Finch,  and  Eastern  Meadowlark.  We  saw  none  of  them.  However,  a  very  surprising  Red-shouldered  Haw  k  in 
Wainfleet  at  least  kept  our  spirits  up. 

The  weekend  of  the  23rd  and  24th  would  be  crucial  if  we  were  to  meet  my  goal  of  1 10  species.  We  su 
at  104  after  adding  Yellow-rumped  Warbler,  Blue  Goose,  and  Winter  Wren  during  the  week.  Now,  Alleganv 
County  was  our  destination,  a  place  I  had  only  been  to  twice  before.  Fortunately,  in  Betsy  Brooks  we  had  an 
expert  guide.  An  overnight  freezing  drizzle  had  made  driving  the  hills  to  Betsy's  shear  treachery.  At  one  poini  we 
watched  a  truck  go  sideways  down  the  road  in  front  of  us.  I  was  only  going  about  ten  miles  per  hour  w  hen  the 
same  thing  happened  to  us!  Fortunately,  the  truck  and  I  both  regained  control  and  crawled  the  rest  of  the  ua\ 
down  the  slope.  Our  first  bird  with  Betsy,  Pine  Siskin,  is  normally  not  too  difficult  in  January.  This  \car. 
however,  the  only  Pine  Siskins  in  the  region  were  those  in  the  Alfred  area.  Likewise  for  Red  Crossbill  which 
Betsy  knew  exactly  where  to  try  for.  Even  for  the  Purple  Finch  which  was  a  little  more  widely  distributed  our 
best  chance  was  in  Betsy's  neck  of  the  woods  and  again  we  scored.  Although  we  did  not  get  the  hopeJ  lor 
Common  Raven  we  were  delighted  with  the  addition  of  the  three  finches  to  our  list.  On  the  return  trip  home  we 
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stopped  at  Dave  and  Marty  Junkin's  in  Wyoming  County.  It  was  a  beautiful  still  moonlit  night  as  Marty  took  us 
on  a  long  trudge  through  the  snowy  woods.  Conditions  seemed  ideal  for  calling  up  a  Barred  Owl.  It  took  nearly 
ten  minutes  but  finally  Marty  and  I  managed  to  elicit  a  response  -  from  directly  over  our  heads!  In  fact  we  had  a 
pair,  my  first  ever  in  New  York  in  January.  As  much  as  this  day  meant  toward  reaching  my  goal,  I  will  remember 
it  morefor  something  else.  It  was  one  of  those  bizarre  events  that  keeps  a  birder  wondering  what  he  will  see  next. 
In  Phillips  Creek  State  Forest  we  were  attracted  to  an  unfamiliar  song  which  turned  out  to  be  a  Red  Crossbill. 
Betsy  had  already  showed  us  one  earlier  but  we  used  this  opportunity  to  study  the  species  again.  As  we  watched 
the  male  we  eventually  became  aware  of  another  bird  nearby.  It  was  a  female  and  she  was  constructing  a  nest  -  in 
mid-January!  Although  Betsy  was  unable  to  confirm  that  the  birds  used  the  nest,  she  did  see  them  complete  it  and 
later  on  she  saw  a  fledged  juvenile  in  the  vicinity. 

At  108  species  and  three  weekend  days  left  we  had  a  good  chance  to  reach  my  goal.  Number  109  was  a 
Pileated  Woodpecker  at  Emory  Park  on  the  24th.  Two  days  later  Dean  got  his  Swamp  Sparrow  at  Sinking  Ponds. 
He  now  needed  only  the  Merlin  to  catch  up  with  me.  On  Friday  the  29th  Ellen  came  through  once  more  with  that 
bird  and  this  time  Dean  did  not  miss  it.  Encouraged  by  his  success  he  continued  to  Lewiston  where  he  saw  the 
Bald  Eagle,  a  wonderful  species  for  reaching  one's  goal. 

On  Saturday  the  30th  Dean  helped  me  to  reach  my  1 10th  species  as  he  spotted  the  Bald  Eagle  again.  Just 
five  minutes  later  while  eating  lunch  in  the  car  on  the  Lewiston  Dock,  Dean  spotted  an  immature  Black-legged 
Kittiwake  all  the  way  on  the  other  side  of  the  nver.  Through  the  windshield  I  could  not  pick  it  up  and  Dean  could 
not  stay  on  it.  We  spent  the  rest  of  the  day  looking  unsuccessfully  for  that  bird. 

On  our  last  day  we  tried  Chautauqua  County  again.  We  searched  for  Bluebird,  Meadowlark,  and  Green¬ 
winged  Teal.  It  looked  like  we  would  be  shutout  until  our  very  last  stop  at  the  little  restaurant  in  Dunkirk  Harbor. 
Amongst  the  dozens  of  Mallards  was  one  female  Northern  Shoveler,  our  1 12th  and  final  species  (my  1 1 1th).  It 
was  a  fine  way  to  end  a  long  but  exciting  month. 

I  cannot  end  this  report  without  mentioning  the  efforts  of  Mike  Davids  and  Dave  Tetlow  of  Rochester. 
They  did  a  big  January  in  the  Rochester  region  and  managed  1 19  species  (their  individual  tallies  were  1 18  and 
117).  Mike  has  been  doing  big  Januarys  for  many  years  and  was  my  inspiration  for  trying  it.  This  was  his 
highest  total  ever.  Among  many  excellent  birds  on  Mike's  list  was  a  phenomenal  assortment  of  marsh  birds: 
American  Bittern,  Virginia  Rail,  Sora,  Common  Moorhen,  Tree  Swallow,  and  Marsh  Wren.  Wow!  Incredibly, 
the  combined  total  of  our  lists  was  132  species!  Considenng  that  the  entire  B.O.S.  had  only  1 17  for  this  January, 
that  speaks  volumes  about  what  a  huge  difference  observer  effort  can  make  in  our  understanding  about  what  is 
around  in  the  "dead  of  winter". 

If  all  of  this  sounds  like  I  enjoyed  myself  dunng  this  grueling,  gas-guzzling,  occasionally  finger-numbing 
experience  then  that  is  entirely  accurate.  And  judging  by  the  many  phone  calls  from  interested  and  enthusiastic 
friends  dunng  January,  it  may  be  contagious.  I  wish  to  thank  here  everyone  who  gave  so  willingly  of  their  time, 
information,  and  phone  expenses  to  inform  and/or  encourage  me.  The  many  notable  birds  and  the  person(s)  who 
either  found  them  or  informed  me  about  them  are  as  follows:  Tundra  Swan  (Ellen  Schopp  and  Kayo  Roy);  Snow 
Goose  and  Northern  Shoveler  (Don  Klaybor  and  Terry  Mosher);  Wood  Duck  (Bob  Sundell);  Ring-necked  Duck, 
Peregnne  Falcon,  and  Winter  Wren  (Dave  and  Debbie  Suggs);  King  Eider  (Dick  Collins);  Bald  Eagle,  Short-eared 
Owl,  Northern  Shrike,  Lapland  Longspur,  Snow  Bunting,  and  Red-winged  Blackbird  (Brett  Ewald);  Merlin 
(Ellen  Schopp);  Gyrfalcon  (Dave  and  Debbie  Suggs  and  Bob  Andrle);  Wild  Turkey  (Ray  and  Chns  Budmewski); 
Barred  Owl  (Dave  and  Marty  Junkin);  Pileated  Woodpecker  (Mike  Galas  and  Dick  Collins);  Tufted  Titmouse, 
Red-breasted  Nuthatch,  Field  and  Swamp  Sparrows  (Linda  Holmes);  Hermit  Thrush  and  Rufous-sided  Towhee 
(Kayo  Roy  and  Drew  Campbell);  Chipping  Sparrow  (Mae  and  Sherman  Ruhl  and  Linda  Holmes);  Purple  Finch, 
Red  Crossbill,  and  Pine  Siskin  (Betsy  Brooks). 

In  addition  I  extend  a  special  thanks  to  Terry  Mosher,  Linda  Holmes,  Brett  Ewald,  and  Dave  and  Debbie 
Suggs  for  their  extra  efforts  and  encouragement.  Lastly,  I  thank  Betsy  Potter  who  encouraged  me  daily 
throughout  the  month  even  if  it  was  just  to  get  me  out  of  the  house  so  that  she  could  do  more  artwork. 

In  the  checklist  that  follows,  numbers  given  after  the  species'  names  are  the  dates  upon  which  I  first 
recorded  that  species.  In  the  lower  right-hand  comer  of  the  sheet  is  the  day  by  day  standing  of  my  monthly  total. 

With  January  1994  approaching  rapidly  I  am  eagerly  anticipating  another  month  of  winter  madness. 
Starting  in  December  I  will  be  trying  to  stake  out  regular  wintering  species  as  well  as  rarities.  I  would  appreciate 
anv  tips. 

-Willie 
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MEMBERSHIP  NEWS 

Welcome  the  following  New  Associate  Members: 

Nora  S.  Lindell 
14  Dalewood  Drive 
Amherst,  NY  14228 
Tel:  691-9321 

Michael  A.  Davis 
39  Homer  Avenue 
Buffalo,  NY  14216 
Tel:  874-2721 

Michael  M.  Morgan te 
14  Meadow  lea 
Lancaster,  NY  14086 
Tel:  685-4975 

Davis  S.  Newberger 
1205H  Youngs  Road 
Williamsville,  NY  14221 
Tel:  689-2815 

and  New  Corresponding  Member: 

Dr.  Melinda  S.  LeBranche 
Dept,  of  Biology 
SUNY  College  at  Fredonia 
Fredoma,  NY  14063 
Tel:  673-3284 

*  j,* 


BOS  MEETINGS 


Jan.  26:  Bill  Burch  will  give  a  presentation  on  the  Dry  Tortugas.  Membership  vote  on  the  McVey  Grant 

requests. 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  1 
through  June  15,  inclusive,  except  for  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December.  Meetings  begin  at 
7:30  p.m.  and  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020  Humbolt  Parkway,  Buffalo,  New  York. 

FIELD 


0 

Feb.  6:  Sunday.  Niagara  River.  Meet  at  Vermont  and  Busti  at  8:00  A.M.  or  at  8: 15  at  the  first  parking  lot  on 

the  Canadian  side.  0.6  mile  upstream  from  the  Peace  Bridge.  Leader:  Mike  Hamilton  (881-6709). 
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Feb.  27: 


Mar.  19: 


Mar.  26: 


Apr.  3: 

Apr.  10: 
Apr.  15-17: 


Apr.  17: 


Apr.  24: 


Mav  7-8: 

j 


Sunday.  Canadian  Owl  Trip.  Meet  at  9:00  A.M.  at  Vermont  and  Busti  or  at  9: 15  at  the  first  parking 
lot  on  the  Canadian  side.  0.6  mile  upstream  from  the  Peace  Bndge.  Leader:  Blayne  Farnan  ( 1-416- 
834-751 1)  and  Richard  Byron  (662-4783). 

Saturday  (not  Sunday).  Lake  Ontario  plains  of  eastern  Niagara  County.  Meet  at  8:00A.M.  in 
Wright’s  Comers  (north  of  Lockport)  on  Hwy  78  at  the  new  Tops  market  a  block  north  of  the  Hwy 
104  intersection.  Leader:  Willie  D’Anna  (1-731-4348). 

Saturday  (not  Sunday).  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  for  spring  waterfowl.  Meet  at  8:00  A.M. 
at  Amherst  Book  World,  0. 1  mile  east  of  Main  &  Transit.  Leader:  Morgan  Jones  (433-5687). 

Daylight  Saving  Time  -  move  clock  ahead  one  hour. 

Sunday.  B.O.S.  April  Count.  Compiler:  TBA. 

Algonquin  Provincial  Park,  Ontario.  This  is  still  being  planned  by  leader  Richard  Byron.  We  hope 
to  repeat  a  three-dav  trip  of  1991  (not  a  BOS  tnp)  which  gave  super  views  of  Spruce  Grouse  plus 
Boreal  Chickadee  and  other  northern  species. 

Sunday.  Hawk  migration  at  Grimsby,  Ontario.  Meet  at  8:00  A.M.  at  Bob  Evans  parking  lot  in 
Niagara  Falls,  NY  where  1-190  crosses  Niagara  Falla  Blvd  (Rt.  62).  Or  go  directly  to  Beamer 
Conservation  Area.  This  is  30  miles  into  Canada  on  the  QEW,  on  the  escarpment  above  Grimsby. 

Sunday.  Braddock  Bay  Hawk  Watch.  Meet  at  7:00  A.M.  at  Amherst  Book  World,  0.1  mi.  east  of 
Main  &  Transit.  We  will  join  the  Rochester  GOS  at  9:30  at  the  Braddock  Bay  Park  Shelter.  Leaders: 
Mike  Zebehazy  (662-6987)  and  Bob  Spahn  (GOS). 

Saturday  and  Sunday.  Presque  Isle-Pymatunmg  Weekend.  Contact  Mary  Savile  (662-5215)  for 
details  and  reservations  for  the  Saturday  night  dinner  and  program. 


May  15:  Sunday.  BOS  May  Bird  Count. 

Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Trip  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 


For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a  -Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings,  call  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  896-5200. 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler: 
Mr.  William  D’Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Drive  Extension,  Niagara  Falls,  NY  14304. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer:  Jane  Heyer,  296  Westchester  Blvd.,  Kenmore,  NY 
14217  Tel.  (875-3318). 

Back  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  @  $0.50  per  copy. 

Editor:  Charles  D.  Halvorsen,  212  Main  Street,  West  Seneca,  NY  14224. 
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THE  MONTH:  December,  1993 


The  area  continued  to  enjoy  mild  weather  into  the  month  of  December.  Indeed,  there  were  abov 


temperatures  for  18  of  the  first  20  days  of  the  period  with  less  than  an  inch  of  snow  at  Buffalo  and  it  appeared  that 
we  would  enjoy  the  beginning  of  yet  another  open  winter.  Alas!  on  the  20th  the  polar  jet  plunged  far  south  of  its 
usual  track  bringing  severe  cold  temperature  which  generated  heavy  snow  squalls  over  the  warm  (40F)  waters  of 
Lake  Ene  and  Lake  Ontario.  On  December  21st,  these  squalls  intensified  in  the  “snow  belt”  south  of  Buffalo  until 
the  24th  when  squall  activity  deposited  up  to  18  inches  of  snow  in  the  City  of  Buffalo  and  its  northern  suburbs 
while  eastern  Niagara  and  Orleans  counties  experienced  similar  weather  patterns  from  Lake  Ontario.  There 
followed  seven  more  days  of  moderate  snow  activity  and  below  freezing  temperatures  with  record  low 
thermometer  readings  of  -3°(F)  to  -9°(F)  recorded  at  Buffalo  on  December  26th  and  27th.  The  frigid  weather  of  the 
last  ten  days  not  withstanding,  the  average  temperature  for  the  month  was  29.6°(F),  .5°(F)  above  normal.  Total 
snowfall  at  Buffalo  measured  27.9  inches,  3.6  inches  above  normal  but  total  precipitation  for  the  month  of  3.6 
inches  was  average.  (Meteorological  data  as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport.) 

The  site  of  the  annual  convention  of  the  American  Birding  Association  in  1993  was  the  Sheraton  Brook 
Hotel  in  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario  where  members  and  friends  convened  between  December  2nd  and  6th.  The 
location  and  dates  were  selected  by  the  ABA  committee  to  coincide  with  the  influx  of  wintering  gulls  into  the 
region,  an  event  for  which  it  is  justly  famous.  The  influx  reaches  its  greatest  concentration  in  the  Niagara  River 
gorge  below  and  the  rapids  above  the  falls  and  the  power  reservoir  and  open  landfills  just  north  of  the  City  of 
Niagara  Falls,  Ontario.  Unfortunately,  the  mild  temperatures  and  absence  of  major  weather  disturbances  in  late 
November  and  early  December  resulted  in  less  than  optimum  numbers  of  these  lands  and  few  of  the  white-winged 
birds  from  the  high  Arctic  were  in  evidence  as  the  convention  began.  Thus  the  appearance  of  a  Tufted  Duck  in  the 
harbor  at  Hamilton,  Ontano  and  the  discovery  of  an  adult  California  Gull  in  the  Niagara  River  gorge  below  the 
Robert  Moses  power  intake  came  as  welcome  news  to  the  listers  at  the  convention.  The  gull  was  first  seen  by 
Richard  Knapton  of  St.  Cathannes,  Ontario,  a  convention  participant  on  December  5th  and  subsequently  by  most 
of  the  people  on  ABA  field  trips  and  other  bird-watchers  on  the  date.  Speculation  was  nfe  as  to  whether  this  gull 
was  the  same  individual,  the  first  ever  for  our  study  area,  discovered  in  the  same  location  in  November,  1992! 
(See  Prothonotary,  vol.  58,  no.  12  pp.  135,  137)  The  gull  was  first  seen  sitting  on  rocks  along  the  shore  of  the 
gorge  south  of  the  water  intake  of  the  Moses  Power  complex  on  the  U.S.  side  of  the  river  and  subsequently  in 
Bight  quartering  over  the  turbulent  waters  of  the  gorge  in  front  of  the  water  intakes  in  a  flock  of  Herring  Gulls 
from  which  it  was  easily  discernible  by  its  noticeably  smaller  size,  shorter  bill  and  more  rounded  head. 

December  was  a  busy  month  afield  with  a  smaller  number  of  observations  meriting  comment  in  these 
pages.  On  December  16th,  an  immature  Northern  Gannet  was  seen  by  Bob  Andrle  and  his  party  Hying  over  the 
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deep  waters  of  the  lower  Niagara  River  between  the  heavily  wooded  banks  below  the  gorge  at  Queenston, 
Ontario.  The  gannet  was  first  seen  by  Don  Robertson  Hying  among  several  hundred  Herring  Gulls  some  of  which 
occasionally  pursued  it.  Bob  Brock  reports  that  in  December,  for  the  third  consecutive  year  a  Hock  of  Black- 
crowned  Night- Herons  has  taken  a  group  of  evergreens  in  his  back  yard  on  Fordham  Dnve  in  Buffalo  as  a  winter 
roost.  The  location  is  most  unusual  as  his  home  is  located  in  a  heavily  populated  residential  area  with  no  open 
water  within  a  mile  of  the  colony.  He  first  noticed  the  birds  in  1991  when  up  to  nine  birds  wintered  there;  during 
the  winter  of  1992-1993  only  two  birds  made  their  appearance  and  then  but  briefly.  Now  four  adults  and  two 
immature  herons  are  in  residence.  Brock  speculates  that  they  are  Hying  to  the  Scajaquada  Creek  bordering  the 
N.Y.S.  Route  198  Expressway  to  sustain  themselves  on  fish  from  the  open  waters  of  that  watershed. 

And  speaking  of  returning  winter  visitors,  for  the  fourth  consecutive  year  a  Merlin  has  taken  up  residence 
on  the  Main  Street  campus  of  the  State  University  at  Buffalo  w'here  Ellen  Schopp  and  Dave  Suggs  faithfully 
monitor  its  activities,  the  bird,  an  adult  female,  was  first  observed  during  the  winter  of  1990-91  when,  in 
immature  plumage,  it  could  be  seen  perched  in  a  ginkgo  tree  near  Farber  Hall  of  the  School  of  Medicine  on  that 
campus.  Now,  in  its  fourth  winter  it  still  prefers  this  roost.  On  December  20th,  Bruce  Chilton  saw  a  Merlin, 
possibly  an  immature  bird,  perched  in  the  crown  of  a  tree  in  Martin  Luther  King  Park  in  Buffalo.  On  December 
28th,  Roberta  Vallone  observed  a  large  raptor  perched  on  the  roof  of  a  grain  elevator  off  Fuhrmann  Boulevard 
near  Tifft  Street  which,  when  scrutinized  through  her  Bushnell  scope,  proved  to  be  an  adult  gray-phase 
Gyrfalcon!  This  evoked  a  sense  of  deja  vu  in  the  observer  who,  eleven  months  earlier  in  January  had  a  similar 
sighting  of  a  gray-phase  Gyrfalcon  on  the  roof  of  another  grain  elevator  further  north  on  Fuhrmann  Boulevard. 
Have  we  gained  yet  another  annual  winter  visitor? 

Among  other  interesting  birds  seen  in  December  were  two  large  Hocks  of  Hooded  Mergansers,  300  birds 
at  Mavville  and  230  at  Bemus  Point  seen  by  Bob  Sundell  in  their  autumn  passage  on  Chautauqua  Lake  on 
December  7th.  Sundell  also  led  a  productive  field  trip  in  the  Town  of  Gerry  in  Chautauqua  County  on  December 
21st  where  two  wintering  adult  Red-shouldered  Hawks  on  Cobb  Road,  an  adult  Eastern  Phoebe  in  “winter 
plumage”  on  Herrick  Road  and  250  Common  Redpolls  were  among  the  birds  seen  on  that  date.  Bert  Schweigert 
witnessed  two  Common  Ravens  harassing  a  Rough-legged  Hawk  near  Allegany  State  Park  in  the  Town  of 
Redhouse  in  Cattaraugus  County  on  the  12th.  It  may  be  noted  here  that  ravens  are  reported  each  month  by 
knowledgeable  observers  in  Allegany  County  and  Cattaraugus  County  and  it  appears  that  a  viable  population  has 
reestablished  this  bird  as  a  breeding  species  in  southwestern  New  York  State. 

Finally,  thanks  to  the  computer  skills  of  Gerry  Rising,  the  writer  has  before  him  a  summary  of  1 1  1993 
Christmas  Bird  Counts  conducted  with  the  boundaries  of  the  B.O.S.  study  area  in  western  New  York  and  the 
Niagara  Peninsula  of  Ontario  between  December  17th  and  January  2nd.  Some  of  the  interesting  species  on  these 
counts  include  16  Bohemian  Waxwings  on  the  Jamestown  Count  on  December  19th,  a  Palm  Warbler  on  the 
Jamestown  count,  two  Yellow-rumped  Warblers  on  the  Dunkirk-Fredoma  count  on  January  2nd,  four  Lapland 
Longspurs  on  the  Oak  Orchard  count  on  December  27th,  six  Eastern  Meadowlarks  on  the  Jamestown  count,  24 
Pine  Grosbeaks  on  the  Niagara  Falls  N.Y.-  Ontario  count  on  December  27th,  2017  Common  Redpolls  on  the  Oak 
Orchard  count  (a  total  of  3996  Common  Redpolls  and  one  Hoary  Redpoll  were  tallied  for  the  1 1  counts;  the  Hoary 
Redpoll  was  with  a  Hock  of  its  congeners  in  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario).  A  gray-phase  Gyrfalcon  seen  at  Woodlaw  n 
takes  pride  of  place  on  the  Chestnut  Ridge  count  on  January  2nd. 

Joseph  F.  Thill 

NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification 
according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (B.O.S.  1991)  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  vear. 

J 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 

(0  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area. 


2 


Vol.  60  No  1 


Name  of  Bird 

Dec . 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Red- throated  Loon 

5 

4 

Niag. -on-Lake 

D’Anna  (ABA) 

*  Northern  Gannet 

16 

1 

Lewiston-Queenston 

Andrle,  Roberson  et  al 

44 

17 

1 

Niag. -on-Lake 

Bellerbv 

Bl.-cr.  Night-Heron 

1-31 

6  max. 

Buffalo 

Brock 

44 

6 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Davis 

T undra  Swan 

4 

72 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Watson 

44 

5 

5 

Niag. -on-Lake 

Bellerbv 

44 

7 

92 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Sundell 

44 

18 

2 

Buckhom  Is.  S.P. 

Chilton 

Canada  Goose 

14 

5000 

Batavia 

Listman 

Green-winged  Teal 

14 

1 

Batavia 

Listman  et  al 

Northern  Pintail 

14 

8 

Batavia 

Listman  et  al 

Northern  Shoveler 

3L 

o 

Batavia 

Listman 

Redhead 

7 

100 

Mayville 

Sundell 

Ring-necked  Duck 

3 

2 

Batavia 

Listman 

Surf  Scoter 

3,5 

I 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

D’Anna,  Andrle  et  al 

Hooded  Merganser 

4,12 

46,21 

Allegany  S.P. 

Schweigert 

44 

7 

530 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Sundell 

Bald  Eagle 

5 

lad.  1  imm. 

Niag. -on-Lake 

Bellerby  (ABA) 

44 

12 

1  ad. 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

Schweigert 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

21 

2 

Gerry  Twp. 

Sundell  et  al 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

4-12 

5  max. 

6  locations  Catt.  Co. 

Schweigert 

44 

20 

1 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

21 

1 

Gerry  Twp. 

Sundell  et  al 

Merlin 

20 

1 

Best  St.,  Buffalo 

Chilton 

44 

21  22 

1 

Bailey  Ave.,  Buffalo 

Schopp 

“  2 1 

L, 22,24 

1 

Bailev  Ave.,  Buffalo 

D  &D  Suggs 

Gvrfalcon 

28 

1 

Buffalo 

Vallone  et  al 

Purple  Sandpiper 

5 

2 

Niagara  Falls 

Andrle  et  al 

Little  Gull 

3 

2 

Niagara  Falls 

Bellerby  (ABA) 

44 

23 

3 

Niag. -on-Lake 

Bellerby 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

23 

4480 

Niag. -on-Lake 

Bellerby 

California  Gull 

5 

1 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 

D’Anna  (ABA) 

Iceland  Gull 

5,16 

1,1 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 

Andrle  et  al 

44 

16 

1 

Queens  ton  Reservoir 

Andrle  et  al 

44 

19 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Davis 

L.  Black-b.  Gull 

3 

1  2nd  winter 

Niagara  Falls 

D’Anna  (ABA) 

44 

5 

1 

Queenston  Reservoir 

Andrle  et  al 

L.  Black  b.  Gull 

5 

3 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

D’Anna  (ABA) 

L.  Black-b.  Gull 

12 

1 

Queenston  Reservoir 

D’Anna,  Yoerg 

Glaucous  Gull 

5 

1 

Queenston  Reservoir 

Andrle  et  al 

44 

12 

4 

Queenston  Reservoir 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

13 

1 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 

Bellerby 

Snowy  Owl 

1 

1 

Buffalo 

D’Anna 

44 

2-31 

1 

Brocton 

Budmewski 

44 

4 

1 

Royal  ton  Twp. 

Watson 

Long-eared  Owl 

27 

1 

Porter  T  wp. 

D’Anna  etal 

Short-eared  Owl 

27 

1 

Porter  T wp. 

D’Anna  et  al 

Eastern  Phoebe 

21 

1 

Gerry  Twp. 

Sundell  et  al 

Common  Raven 

12 

2 

Allegany  S.P. 

Schweigert 

Eastern  Bluebird 

6 

7 

Porter  T wp. 

Holmes 

44 

9 

4 

Brant  Twp. 

Chilton 
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Name  of  Bird 

Dec . 

Number 

Northern  Mockingbird 

20 

1 

Bohemian  Waxwing 

4 

1 

66 

4 

11 

66 

5 

1 

Northern  Shnke 

27 

1 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

23,24 

1,1 

Common  Grackle 

1,2 

1 

Pine  Grosbeak 

5-27 

24  max. 

Common  Redpoll 

10 

2 

66 

11 

62 

46 

16 

3 

66 

21 

250 

66 

25-27 

1 

46 

27 

29 

Pine  Siskin 

2-28 

1-5 

Evening  Grosbeak 

1,5 

6,9 

66 

1-25 

2-35 

64 

1-30 

11 

46 

1-31 

5-40 

46 

1-31 

1-25 

66 

18 

42 

66 

21 

30 

Location 

Observer 

Motor  Is.,  Niag.  R. 

Watson 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna  et  al 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

D'Anna  et  al 

Machias  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Porter  Twp. 

D’Anna  et  al 

Wales  Tw  p. 

O.  Rosche 

Warsaw 

Kunze 

Porter  Twp. 

many  observers 

Jamestown 

Sundell 

Machias  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Andrle  et  al 

Geny  Twp. 

Sundell  et  al 

Warsaw 

Kunze 

Porter  Twp. 

D’Anna  et  al 

Warsaw 

Kunze 

Shendan  Twp. 

R  &  C  Budmewski 

Wales  Twp.(f) 

O.  Rosche 

Great  Valley  (0 

Schweigert 

Warsaw 

Kunze 

Amity  Lake 

V  &  R  Pitznck 

Portville 

Schweigert 

Geny  Twp. 

Sundell  et  al 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded .  276 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  .  2 

Total  for  vear . 278 

* 


Barrow  ’s  Goldeneye  Nov.  7 
*  Least  Tem  May  18 

Fork-tail.  Flycatcher  Sept.  29 
White-wing.  Crossbill  Aug.  5 


Addenda  -  1993 

Brock 
Goetz  et  al 
Miles 

Leonard,  Woollev 
* 

*1*  *1*  *1*  «1*  *1* 

'T*  *1*  *T*  *1* 


1  Fort  Ene,  Ont. 

1  Sunset  Bay,  Hanover  Twp. 

1  No.  Cayuga  Twp.,  Ont. 

1  Hamburg  (f) 


Report  Of  the  65**1  B.O.S. 

Christmas  Bird  Count 

A  fair  Christmas  count  resulted  from  good  weather.  It  was  overcast  in  the  morning  and  warmed  up  to  43°  in 
the  afternoon.  There  were  42  participants  in  the  Buffalo  circle.  75  species  were  counted,  56,699  individuals 
were  reported  in  the  16  tem  tones. 

Facts  and  figures  of  the  65^  Buffalo  Circle  Chnstmas  Count  are  reported  below: 

Date:  December  17,  1993 

Area:  Centenng  on  Grand  Island,  including  both  branches  of  the  Niagara  River  and  adjacent  territory  - 

from  the  Gorge  below  the  Falls  to  Fort  Ene  and  Buffalo. 
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Weather:  Morning  was  overcast  and  foggy,  and  afternoon  was  partly  cloudy  with  intermittent  rain. 

Temperatures  ranged  from  an  early  morning  low  of  37°  (F)  to  an  afternoon  high  of  43°(F),  with  winds  from 
the  WNW  at  0-8  mph.  The  Niagara  Rn  er  was  free  of  ice.  The  snow  cover  was  0. 

Coverage:  Forty-two  observers  in  16  parties  made  observations  from  5:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  Party-hours 
were  143  (48.5on  foot  and  94.5  by  car),  plus  13  hours  at  feeders  and  6.75  hours  owling.  Party-miles 
were  733.25  (49.25  on  foot  and  684  by  car). 

Tern  tones  and  Observers:  (leaders  underlined) 

A.  Canada:  Rainbow  Bridge  south  to  Welland  River  and  Niagara  River  west  to 

M.C.R.R.,  Portage  Road  and  area  boundary.  Robert  Andrle,  James  H.  Gregory.  36 
species;  16,275  individuals. 

B.  Canada:  Welland  River  south  to  Black  Creek  and  the  Niagara  River  west  to  the  Queen  Elizabeth 

Way  and  area  boundary.  Richard  Bvron,  Barbara  Byron,  Gail  Seamans.  34  species;  3370 
individuals. 


C.  Canada:  Queen  Elizabeth  Way  west  to  area  boundary  and  south  to  Bowen  Road.  Mike  Hamilton. 

128  species;  9191067  individuals. 

D.  Canada:  Black  Creek  south  to  the  Peace  Bridge  and  the  Niagara  River  west  to  the 

Queen  Elizabeth  Way.  Frances  Rew.  Audrey  Horbett.  36  species;  4,450  individuals. 

E.  Canada:  Bowen  Road  south  to  area  boundary  and  east  to  Queen  Elizabeth  Way  and  Niagara  River. 

,  Blayne  Farnan,  Drew  Campbell.  Brad  Clements,  Marcya  Foster,  Gary  Nosvel,  Bob 
Sommerville.  39  species;  2,978  individuals. 


F.  Niagara 

Falls:  Porter  Road,  Hyde  Park  Blvd.,  Pine  Ave.  and  Main  St.  south  to  Niagara  River, 
including  Goat  and  Cayuga  Islands  and  east  to  Military  Road.  Edward  Crohn.  Mary  Ann 
Stegmeier,  Paul  &  Virginia  Ziebart.  19  species,  14,259  individuals. 


G.  North 

Tonawanda:  Military  Rd.  southeast  to  N.Y.  State  Barge  Canal  and  Niagara  River  northeast 
to  area  boundary.  Willie  D'Anna,  Ken  Cohen,  Tom  Insalaco,  Anna  Bauer,  Dan  Robertson. 
Feeder  watchers:  ,  Mary  Clemesha,  Gertrude  Ruggles,  Betsy  Potter.  40  species;  3,223 
individuals. 

H.  Tonawanda:  Sheridan  Dr.  north  to  N.Y.  State  Barge  Canal  and  Niagara  River  east  to  area 

boundary.  Mike  Galas,  Gerald  Rising,  William  Watson,  Don  Brassure.  37  species;  3,1 18 
individuals. 

J.  Buffalo:  Shendan  Dr.  east  and  south  to  area  boundary,  west  to  Niagara  River.  Marcia  O'Bara. 
Tom  O'Bara.  30  species;  2,517  individuals 


K.  Grand 

Island:  West  of  Stoney  Point  Rd.,  north  of  Huth  and  Long  Roads  to  the  Niagara  River. 
William  Townsend.  20  species;  412  individuals. 
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L.  Grand 

Island:  Huth  and  Long  Roads  south  to  Whitehaven  Road  and  Stoney  Point  Rd.,  west  to  the 

Niagara  River.  Bill  Burch,  Thomas  Burke.  29  species;  1,916  individuals. 

M.  Grand 

Island:  East  of  Stoney  Point  Rd.  and  north  of  Whitehaven  Rd.  to  the  Niagara  River.  Mike 
Zebehazv.  33  species;  1,035  individuals. 

N.  Grand 

Island:  Whitehaven  Rd.  south  to  Love  Rd.  and  Baseline  Rd.  west  to  the  Niagara  River. 
Robert  Brock.  David  Cooper.  30  species;  419  individuals. 


O.  Grand 

Island:  Whitehaven  Rd.  south  to  Love  Rd.  and  Baseline  Rd.  east  to  the  Niagara  River. 
Chuck  Rosenburg,  John  Rosenburg.  31  species;  530  individuals. 


P.  Grand 

Island:  Love  Rd.  south  to  Spaulding  Rd.  from  the  East  Branch  to  the  West  Branch  of  the 
Niagara  River.  Doug  Happ.  45  species;  1,349  individuals. 


Q.  Grand 

Island:  South  of  Spaulding  Rd.  to  the  Niagara  River.  William  Bogacki,  Dick  Christensen, 
Karen  Wallace,  Edward  Ratajczek.  31  species;  1,817  individuals. 


Species  Recorded:  With  reference  to  the  species  count,  in  those  cases  in  which  a  species  was  reported  in 
three  or  fewer  territories,  the  letters  in  parentheses  indicate  the  territories  in  which  they  were 
reported. 


Common  Loon  -  6 

Great  Blue  Heron  -  86  Highest  ever 

Canada  Goose  -  2,386  Highest  ever 

Am.  Black  Duck  -  150 

No.  Pintail  -  4  (A,F,L)  low  ave.  30 

Am.  Wigeon  -  33  (A,J,Q) 

Redhead  -1(D)  low  ave.  188 
Greater  Scaup  -  356  low 
Oldsquaw  -1(A) 

Bufflehead  -  286 
Com.  Merganser  -  5,069 
duck  sp.  -  140 
No.  Hamer  -  7 
Cooper’s  Hawk  -  9 
Rough-legged  Hawk  -  3  (E,G) 
Ring-neck.  Pheasant-  1  (L) 
Ring-billed  Gull  -  2,338 
Iceland  Gull  -  4  (A) 

Gr.  Black-b.  Gull  -  387 
Rock  Dove  -  1 ,540 
E.  Screech  Owl  -  10 
Long-eared  Owl  -  1  (E) 

Belted  Kingfisher  -  6 
Downy  Wdpkr.  -  1 12 
No.  Flicker  -  14 


Double-cr.  Cormorant  -4(A) 

Tundra  Swan  -  2  (K) 

Green-winged  Teal  -  2(J) 

Mallard  -  2,682 
Gadwall  -  (A,B) 

Canvasback  -  49  low  ave.  5,000 
Ring-necked  Duck  -  1  (H) 

Lesser  Scaup  -  3  (H)  low  ave.  27 
Com.  Goldeneye  -  2,016 
Hooded  Merganser  -  14 
Red-br.  Merganser  -  20 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk  -  8 
Red-tailed  Hawk  -  101 
Am.  Kestrel  -  48 

Bonaparte’s  Gull  -  586  low,  ave.  4,000 
Hemng  Gull-  13,872 
L.  Black-b.  Gull  -  1  (A) 

Mourning  Dove  -  603 
Great  Homed  Owl  -  1 1 
N.  Saw-whet  Owl  -  2  (E) 

Red-bellied  Wdpkr.  -  6  (E,P,Q) 

Hairy  Wdpkr.  -  13 

Blue  Jay  -  605  highest  ever  ave.  289 
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Am.  Crow  -  745 

Tufted  Titmouse  -  24  highest  ever,  high  1984,  10 

Red-br.  Nuthatch  -  16  highest  ever,  high  1989,  13 

White-br.  Nuthatch  -  84  highest  ever,  high  1963,  61 

Brown  Creeper  -  20 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet  -  32 

No.  Mockingbird  -  10 

No.  Shrike  -  3  (C,E,M) 

No.  Cardinal  -  179 
Song  Sparrow  -  4  (C,G)  low,  ave.  24 
White-thr.  Sparrow  -  3  (H,P)  low,  ave.  100 
Rusty  Blackbird  1  (P) 

Brown-head.  Cowbird  -  5  (A,B,H)  low,  ave.  70 
Purple  Finch  -  1(P) 

Com.  Redpoll  -  60  (Q) 

House  Sparrow  -  3,417 


Bl.-c.  Chickadee  -  721  highest  ever  ave.  300 


Carolina  Wren  -  10 
Am.  Robin  -  73 

Cedar  Waxwing  -  4  (G,L)  low,  ave.  40 
Eur.  Starling  -  16,631 
Am.  Tree  Sparrow  -  361 
Swamp  Sparrow  -  (E,P,Q) 

Dark-eyed  Junco  -  127 
Com.  Grackle  -  2  (B) 

House  Finch  -  377 
Am.  Goldfinch  -  130 


Compiler  -  William  Bogacki 


*T*  *1*  *T*  'r  *T* 


THE  ESTABLISHMENT  OF  THE  GREAT  BLUE  HERON  COLONY 

ON  MOTOR  ISLAND 

by  William  Watson 

Historically  there  have  been  many  Great  Blue  Heron  colomes  in  the  Niagara  Frontier  Region  of  New  York 
State.  Large  colonies  existed  in  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  and  on  Grand  Island,  while  in  adjacent  Canada  large 
colonies  existed  near  Chippawa  and  Wainfleet.  Four  small  colonies  existed  "in  the  southern  tier  counties  and  a 
few  elsewhere  in  our  territory"  (Beardslee  and  Mitchell  1965). 

Of  the  81  Great  Blue  Heron  colonies  found  in  New  York  between  1964  and  1968,  eight  were  found  on 
territory  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society.  Of  197  colonies  found  in  New  York  State  between  1972  and  1981, 
18  were  in  B.O.S.  territory  (McCrimmon  1982).  The  Atlas  of  Breeding  Birds  in  New  York  State  (1988)  shows 
16  non  contiguous  areas  of  confirmed  breeding. 

Currently  in  the  Niagara  Frontier  Region  there  is  a  large  colony  at  the  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge 
and  smaller  colonies  in  Porter  and  Clarence  townships. 

In  1990  while  conducting  a  study  of  the  number  of  herons  occupying  Motor  Island  during  the  winter,  the 
author  had  the  good  fortune  to  witness  the  creation  of  a  Great  Blue  Heron  colony.  While  attempting  to  ascertain  a 
departure  date  for  wintering  herons,  heron  nesting  activity  was  observed.  This  nesting  activity  led  to  the 
establishment  of  a  small,  but  productive  colony  that  has  produced  new  early  and  late  nestling  dates.  Based  on  the 
study  of  Great  Blue  Herons  in  this  colony  the  New  York  State  early  egg  date  should  be  changes  from  April  15  to 
March  15,  the  early  nestling  date  should  be  changed  from  May  19  to  May  13,  the  early  fledging  date  should  be 
changed  from  July  17  to  June  15,  and  the  late  nestling  date  should  be  changed  from  July  17  to  August  2. 

Description  of  the  Nesting  Site 

Motor  Island  (referred  to  by  the  owner  as  Pirates  Island)  is  located  in  the  east  branch  of  the  Niagara  River 

due  east  of  Beaver  Island  State  Park,  Grand  Island,  New  York  at  78°  55'  30"  W  longitude  and  42°  53'  40"  N 

latitude.  It  is  a  tear  drop  shaped  island  with  a  maximum  length  of  slightly  more  than  1000  feet  and  a  maximum 

width  of  nearlv  400  feet. 
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Observations 

Observations  were  made  with  an  8  inch  Celestron  telescope  from  the  boat  launch  at  the  west  end  of 

Sheridan  drive  in  the  Township  of  Tonawanda  at  a  distance  of  2000  feet.  Fifteen  counts  during  January  produced 

a  maximum  of  34  Great  Blue  Herons  on  both  January  26  and  28,  while  four  observations  during  February 

yielded  a  maximum  of  28  herons  on  February  6,  1990. 

From  March  3,  1990,  until  May  19,  1990,  the  following  observations  were  made: 

March  3,  1990.  Seventeen  Great  Blue  Herons  were  counted  on  Motor  Island.  This  count  was  the  maximum  for 
the  month. 

March  11,  1990.  Motor  Island  was  checked  at  7:30  a.m.,  1 1:45  a.m.,  and  3: 15  p.m.,  however,  no  Great  Blue 
Herons  were  observed. 

March  14,  1990.  Under  partly  cloudy  skies  and  good  visibility  seven  herons  were  counted.  The  temperature  was 
70  F. 

March  24,  1990.  12:20-12:40  p.m.  A  Great  Blue  Heron  was  observed  picking  up  and  later  dropping  a  stick.  The 
bird  then  repeated  the  process  with  a  second  stick.  Picking  up  a  third  stick,  which  (after  some  deliberation) 
apparently  seemed  just  right,  the  heron  Hew  to  its  mate.  The  heron's  mate,  standing  on  a  primitive  nest,  took 
the  stick,  but  then  seemed  just  as  perplexed  as  the  first  heron  as  to  what  to  do  with  it.  After  carefully  studying 
the  nest  for  at  least  five  minutes,  this  second  heron  carefully  placed  the  stick  in  the  appropriate  location  on  the 
nest.  Later  the  original  heron  came  to  the  nest  with  another  stick  and  the  procedure  was  repeated.  Between 
5:00  and  5: 10  a  Great  Blue  Heron  was  observed,  but  the  position  of  the  sun  behind  the  island  prevented  any 
detailed  observations. 

March  28,  1990.  3:25-3:35  p.m.  Five  Great  Blue  Herons  were  viewed  on  Motor  Island.  Two  were  dutifully 
standing  on  two  different  nests.  No  incubation  behavior  was  observed. 

April  1 1,  1990.  Due  to  snow  causing  poor  visibility  only  five  herons  could  be  seen. 

Apnl  12,  1990.  A  total  of  13  Great  Blue  Herons  was  observed  on  Motor  Island.  Two  of  the  nests  contained 
herons  in  low  incubating  positions.  The  head  of  one  of  the  birds  was  barely  visible. 

Dates  of  eggs  in  nests  range  from  Apnl  15  to  June  9  in  both  Birds  of  the  Niagara  Frontier  Region  (Beardslee 
and  Mitchell  1965)  and  The  Atlas  of  Breeding  Birds  in  New  York  State  (Andrle  and  Carroll  1988)  so  any 
incubation  of  eggs  before  Apnl  15  would  be  considered  a  new  early  record.  There  were  also  approximately 
200  Ring-billed  Gulls  on  Motor  Island  suggesting  the  possible  establishment  of  a  new  gull  colony. 

Apnl  14,  1990.  Incubation  was  confirmed.  Of  the  five  Great  Blue  Herons  observed  on  Motor  Island,  at  least  two 
appeared  to  be  incubating  on  their  nests. 

Apnl  28,  1990.  7:05-7: 15  a.m.  Eleven  Great  Blue  Herons  and  seven  of  their  nests  were  studied  on  Motor  Island. 
Herons  demonstrated  incubating  behavior  on  two  of  the  nests  and  feeding  behavior  on  three  other  nests. 

May  13,  1990.  1:32-2:43  p.m.  After  an  hour  study,  it  was  determined  that  there  were  8  heron  nests,  14  adult 
Great  Blue  Herons,  and  10  or  11  nestlings!  Dunng  this  study  a  drawing  was  made  showing  the  location  of 
each  nest  relative  to  surrounding  trees,  the  maximum  number  of  adults  at  each  nest,  and  the  number  of 
immature  herons  in  each  nest.  The  nests  were  then  numbered  in  order  from  youngest  to  oldest.  Nest  1  (with 
the  oldest  appearing  nestlings)  had  four  nestlings.  Nest  number  2  had  three  or  four  nestlings,  while  nest 
number  3  had  three  nestlings.  The  nestlings  in  nest  2  appeared  to  be  feathered  and  had  dark  caps  and  light 
throats.  These  small  nestlings  could  best  be  counted  only  when  they  were  erect,  stretching  their  bodies  and 
necks  as  they  begged  for  food  from  an  occasional  adult.  Although  the  temperature  was  48°F,  there  was  some 
rain,  and  the  winds  were  from  the  north-east  at  13  mph,  none  of  the  nestlings  were  incubated  by  an  adult 
dunng  the  71  minutes  of  observation  time. 

Birds  of  the  Niagara  Frontier  Region  has  young  on  nests  from  May  19. to  July  2,  while  The  Atlas  of 
Breeding  Birds  of  New  York  State  has  a  Great  Blue  Heron  nestling  penod  from  May  19  to  July  17.  Although 
the  feeding  behavior  observed  Apnl  28  (21  days  before  the  May  19  early  nestling  date)  may  be  questionable, 
the  presence  of  1 1  observed  and  studied  nestlings  six  days  before  the  established  nestling  record  dates  seems 
irrefutable. 

May  19,  1990.  Between  9:55  and  10:30  a.m.  a  maximum  of  13  adults  and  11  immature  herons  were  studied.  On 
nest  1  at  10:00  the  precocial  nestlings  were  already  standing  on  the  edge  of  the  nest,  occasionally  stretching 
their  wings.  Wing  flapping  activity  (which  was  not  vigorous)  was  observed  at  10:05  and  10:25.  At  nest  2 
what  nowr  could  be  seen  as  four  nestlings  were  standing,  well  feathered  and  capped  in  black.  The  younger 
herons  in  nest  3  demonstrated  throat  ventilating  activity.  On  three  other  nests,  adults  were  observed  in 
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incubating  position.  Again  a  drawing  was  made  showing  the  relative  positioning  ot  the  adults,  nestlings,  and 
nests. 

May  28,  1990.  6:25-6:40  a.m.  One  ot  the  four  young  herons  in  nest  l  vvas  observed  two  feet  from  the  edge  of  the 
nest,  but  later  returned  to  the  nest.  The  adult  demonstrated  wing  Happing  to  the  young,  and  the  young 
responded  by  Happing  their  wing.  This  suggests  that  wing  exercising  activity  among  Great  Blue  Herons  is  a 
behavior  that  is  taught  by  adults  to  their  young.  The  four  young  at  nest  2  were  all  standing  and  appeared  to 
have  moved  to  a  new  nest  located  above  the  old  nest.  The  three  nestlings  at  nest  3  were  initially  resting,  but  at 
6:40  all  three  were  standing. 

June  3,  1990.  6:55-7:40  a.m.  Three  of  the  four  immature  herons  in  nest  1  foraged  outside  their  original  nest  to  an 
old  nest.  One  of  the  nest  2  young  birds  was  on  a  branch  about  3  feet  south  of  and  one  foot  above  its  nest.  Ten 
of  the  young  herons  were  standing,  while  one  in  nest  2  was  sitting.  Another  in  nest  2  was  Happing  its  wings. 
Two  adults  in  higher  nests  were  still  incubating.  A  total  of  11  adults  and  1 1  young  was  observed. 

June  6,  1990.  It  appeared  some  young  may  have  left  the  nests;  however  these  observations  are  uncertain,  because 
the  sun  interfered  with  observations. 

June  9,  1990.  7:08-8:04  a.m.  The  mobility  of  young  herons  makes  the  observations  more  difficult  to  interpret. 
The  number  of  herons  on  nest  number  3  increased  from  three  to  four,  increasing  the  total  number  of  immature 
herons  on  the  original  three  nests  from  11  to  12!  The  young  herons  are  difficult  to  find  because  of  the 
increase  in  foliage.  They  are  now  often  seen  several  feet  from  the  original  three  nests.  For  example,  one  bird 
was  Happing  its  wings  about  four  feet  to  the  right  of  nest  2.  At  7:30  a  bird  on  nest  3  (the  youngest  of  first 
three  groups  of  nestlings)  jumped  and  vigorously  Happed  its  wings. 

Four  additional  young  herons  were  counted,  bringing  the  total  immature  heron  count  to  16.  I  assume  from 
the  position  of  the  new  birds  that  they  are  on  three  different  nests  (two  on  one  nest  and  one  on  each  of  two 
nests).  These  newly  observed  young  are  mostly  hidden  by  foliage,  but  appear  to  be  as  mature  (and  probably 
as  precocious  and  mobile)  as  the  original  11  young  herons,  and  could  possibly  represent  one  nest  of  four 
young  heron  two  of  which  have  wandered  some  distance  from  the  nest. 

June  14,  1990.  3:50-  4:05  p.m.  The  adult  Great  Blue  Heron  at  the  southernmost  nest  demonstrated  feeding 
activity  between  3:56  and  3:58  p.m.  and  incubated  in  what  seemed  to  be  an  abnormally  high  position.  Nest  1 
seems  to  be  abandoned  (but  this  observation  was  made  in  poor  light). 

June  15,  1990.  10:44-11:41  a.m.  A  total  of  21  Great  Blue  Herons  was  observed.  At  1 1:06  nest  2  was  empty. 
There  w'ere  not  any  herons  within  a  five  foot  radius  of  this  nest.  Nest  1  was  empty,  but  had  an  adult  and  four 
young  within  a  loose  five  foot  radius  of  the  nest. 

Nest  3  still  contained  three  young  herons.  When  an  adult  Great  Blue  Heron  landed  some  five  feet  south  of 
the  nest,  one  of  these  young  ran  to  meet  it.  The  adult  walked  passed  the  more  assertive  young  bird  and  fed  the 
two  that  had  remained  on  the  nest.  There  are  two  possible  explanations  for  this  behavior.  The  first  is  that  the 
assertive  young  heron  was  an  interloper  and  not  the  offspring  of  the  adult.  The  second  is  that  the  adult 
recognized  the  assertive  young  heron  was  more  precocious  than  its  siblings,  and  the  adult  was  withholding 
food  in  an  attempt  to  encourage  this  more  precocious  offspring  to  search  for  its  own  food. 

At  1 1: 19  nest  1  had  one  young  in  the  nest  and  another  young  heron  five  feet  north  of  the  nest.  Nest  2  was 
empty,  but  there  were  two  young  birds  some  distance  behind  the  nest.  Nest  3  was  empty  with  one  young  bird 
about  six  feet  north  of  the  nest.  During  the  study  time  all  three  nests  were  unoccupied  most  of  the  time.  Near 
the  end  of  the  study  time  at  1 1:39,  only  nest  1  of  the  original  3  nests  had  one  young  in  it.  The  young  in  the 
original  three  nests  are  full  grown  and  can  only  be  distinguished  by  the  adults  by  the  absence  of  white  on  the 
black  crown. 

There  was  more  evidence  of  precocial  behavior.  One  young  heron  was  observed  with  five  adult  herons  in 
a  grassy  field  30  feet  from  the  nearest  nest.  This  bird  was  probably  feeding  and  could  certainly  be  considered 
a  Hedged  immature  Great  Blue  Heron. 

There  was  also  evidence  of  younger  herons.  The  newer  nest  first  detected  still  had  two  immature  birds.  At 
1 1:29  an  adult  incubating  on  the  most  southern  nest  of  the  colony  stopped  incubating  and  either  rolled  its  eggs 
or  fed  very  small  nestlings  until  11:33.  Then  it  appeared  to  feed  itself  from  material  on  the  nest  and  at  1 1:36 
continued  incubating. 

June  16,  1990.  7:45-750  a.m.  Nest  2  had  two  young  herons  within  an  approximate  five  foot  radius,  and  only  one 
other  young  was  within  a  nest  diameter  of  the  edge  of  the  original  three  nests. 
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June  19,  1990.  10:45-1 1: 14  a.m.  The  young  herons  continue  to  become  more  loosely  associated  with  their  nests. 
At  10:45  nest  1  was  empty  without  any  young  Great  Blue  Herons  in  its  vicinity.  Nest  2  had  one  on  the  nest, 
and  then  at  1 1:08  it  had  two  young  about  five  feet  to  the  north  of  the  nest. 

Only  nest  3  (the  nest  with  the  most  immature  herons  of  the  three  original  nests)  had  substantial  activity 
around  it.  At  10:45  there  were  four  young  about  five  feet  to  the  north  of  the  nest,  but  by  10:50  this  number 
had  dwindled  to  two.  At  1 1:00  two  young  herons  were  on  the  nest,  and  two  young  herons  were  five  feet  from 
the  nest.  However,  w  hen  an  adult  heron  landed  at  the  nest  at  1 1:06  all  four  young  herons  were  in  the  nest!  Did 
these  young  herons  go  to  the  nest  expecting  to  be  fed?  On  the  basis  of  the  behavior  described  in  the  second 
paragraph  under  June  15,  the  answer  would  probably  be  yes.  A  total  of  17  herons  w  as  counted  at  11:12. 

June  24,  1990.  9:30-  9:54  a.m.  Under  cloudy  sties,  15-20  mph  winds  from  the  south-west,  and  a  temperature  of 
61°F,  17  adult  and  young  Great  Blue  Herons  were  counted  at  9:30,  w  hile  23  herons  were  counted  at  9:37. 

At  the  most  southern  nest  of  the  colony  (in  which  possible  feeding  activity  had  been  observed  on  June  15) 
one  new  nestling  was  finally  observed.  As  previously  stated,  the  late  date  for  unfledged  Great  Blue  Heron 
juveniles  is  July  17  for  New  York  State  (Andrle  and  Carroll  1988)  and  the  late  date  for  nests  with  young  is 
July  2  for  the  Niagara  Frontier  Region  (Beardslee  and  Mitchell  1965).  Since  Great  Blue  Herons  leave  the  nest 
after  64-90  days,  the  nestling(s)  in  the  southern  nest  should  extend  both  late  dates  by  a  considerable  margin. 

Nest  1  had  two  young  within  an  approximate  five  foot  radius  of  the  nest,  while  nest  2  had  one  young 
heron  and  nest  3  had  four  young  herons  associated  with  them.  The  other  nest  above  the  original  three  nests 
had  five  young  herons,  one  of  which  was  vigorously  flapping  its  wings. 

June  30,  1990.  At  1:30  p.m.  three  Great  Blue  Heron  nestlings  could  be  seen  in  the  southern  nest.  The  three 
original  nests  each  have  one  young  heron,  while  nest  3  has  three  additional  young  within  a  five  foot  radius  of 
it.  Earlier  at  10:30  a.m.  four  young  herons  were  observed  in  the  nest  above  the  original  nests. 

There  is  other  evidence  of  breeding  activity  on  or  near  Motor  Island.  Nineteen  American  Wigeon  were 
counted  on  or  in  the  water  near  the  island  (three  were  resting  on  the  island).  Two  adult  and  four  young  Canada 
Geese  w'ere  observed,  as  well  as  Herring  and  Ring-billed  Gulls. 

July  11,  1990.  9:46-10:40  a.m.  The  three  original  nests  are  all  vacant,  and  it  was  assumed  that  these  birds  had 
Hedged  and  all  or  at  least  most  of  them  had  left  the  colony.  The  remaining  immature  herons  are  in  four  other 
nests  or  very  close  to  these  other  nests.  Based  on  the  apparent  age  of  the  nestlings,  the  nests  were  designated 
nest  4,  nest  5  nest  6,  and  nest  7.  Nest  4  was  largely  obscured  by  foliage,  but  appeared  to  have  two  young  in 
it  and  one  young  heron  associated  with  it.  Nest  5  was  in  a  Howenng  tree,  and  contained  four  young.  Nest  6 
and  nest  7  both  contained  three  very  young  Great  Blue  Heron  nestlings.  A  new  map  was  again  drawn 
showing  the  relative  position  of  all  the  nests,  as  well  as  trees,  bushes  and  other  land  marks. 

Nests  4  and  nest  5  contain  more  precocious  young  herons  than  nest  6  or  nest  7.  At  10:06  one  young  bird 
moved  from  nest  4  to  nest  1.  Although  moderate  wing  Happing  by  one  nestling  on  nest  5  was  observed  at 
10:35,  the  four  young  Great  Blue  Herons  in  nest  5  demonstrated  little  other  activity'. 

Since  nest  6  and  nest  7  contained  the  youngest  herons,  they  were  studied  most  carefully.  Although  all  the 
nestlings  could  stand  and  probably  walk,  initially  all  six  young  remained  in  their  nests.  At  10:08  a  nestling  on 
nest  7  stretched  its  wing.  From  9:40  until  10: 19  no  adults  were  observed  at  the  colony;  however,  at  10:20  an 
adult  landed  and  fed  young  at  nest  7.  One  nestling  at  nest  7  was  observed  swallowing  what  looked  like  a 
sizable  orange  carp.  After  the  adult  left  at  10:24,  the  only  significant  precocial  activity  of  a  young  from  these 
two  nests  was  observed  during  the  54  minute  study  period.  A  nestling  from  nest  6  stepped  about  two  feet 
from  the  nest. 

Throat  ventilation  of  the  nestlings  was  carefully  studied,  first  in  the  youngest  birds  in  nest  7  and  later  in 
older  nestlings.  Although  the  temperature  was  measured  at  26°C  at  the  observation  post  (67°F  reported  by  the 
weather  station)  it  must  be  noted  that  none  of  the  nests  are  protected  by  a  shade  canopy  and  all  the  nests  are  on 
top  of  bushes  or  small  thorn  apple  trees. 

July  13,  1990.  Between  9:45  and  10:02  twenty  Great  Blue  Herons  were  observed,  five  of  which  were  believed  to 
be  adults. 

July  20,  1990.  7: 10-7:25  a.m.  Nineteen  young  Great  Blue  Herons  were  studied.  Six  of  these  herons  were  feeding 
along  the  shore  below  the  nests.  Nest  7  and  nest  6  still  had  three  heron  nestlings  in  each  nest.  Nest  5  had  two 
young  on  the  nest  and  two  young  off  the  nest,  while  nest  4  probably  had  one  young  heron  on  the  nest  and 
four  young  surrounding  the  nest.  Oddly  two  immature  herons  had  returned  to  nest  3. 

July  24,  1990.  7:45-8: 15  a.m.  Nest  7  still  had  three  Great  Blue  Heron  nestlings;  however  only  two  young  could 
be  seen  in  nest  6.  Nest  5  had  only  two  young,  while  nest  4  (which  was  concealed)  appeared  empty.  An 
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immature  Black-crowned  Night-Heron  was  observed  a  couple  of  feet  below  nest  5.  Between  1: 13-1:22  p.m. 
nest  7  and  nest  6  each  contained  two  nestlings.  The  author  has  found  young  herons  frequently  stray  further 
from  their  nests  during  the  late  morning  and  afternoon.  This  is  probably  because  hunger  drives  these  birds 
closer  to  their  feeding  stations  (their  nests)  early  in  the  morning. 

August  2,  1990.  7: 10-7:37  a.m.  Under  clear  skies  and  a  temperature  of  60°F  three  young  Great  Blue  Herons  were 
observed  in  nest  7,  and  one  young  was  seen  in  nest  6.  Nest  5  had  three  young  and  one  adult,  while  nest  4 
remained  empty.  Nine  other  herons  (mostly  adults)  were  observed  at  Beaver  Island  State  Park. 

Between  9: 10  and  9:27  a.m.  nest  7  had  one  young  about  two  feet  north  of  the  nest.  Nest  6  had  one  young 
heron  positioned  low'  in  the  nest.  Nest  5  and  nest  4  were  empty.  The  young  Great  Blue  Heron  in  nest*7  was 
observed  with  its  wings  lowered  and  extended  outward  (possibly  to  absorb  sunlight).  It  was  also  ventilating 
its  throat  (possibly  to  cool  off).  Adults  on  Beaver  Island  State  Park  were  also  ventilating  their  throats. 
Although  no  herons  w'ere  observed  at  4:22  p.m.,  the  author  believes  afternoon  sunlight  made  observations 
later  in  the  day  unreliable. 

August  6,  1990.  7:15-7:30  a.m.  A  total  of  three  young  herons  was  studied.  One  heron  was  on  nest  7.  Another 
heron  was  on  nest  5,  while  a  third  young  heron  was  feeding  along  the  sandy  beach.  Nine  Great  Blue  Herons 
were  observed  at  Beaver  Island  State  Park. 

August  8,  1990.  7: 10-7:20  a.m.  Two  young  herons  w'ere  on  nest  7.  Between  9: 10  and  9: 15  Nest  7  was  vacant. 
One  young  was  on  nest  5,  and  the  other  young  heron  was  about  20  feet  north  of  nest  5. 

August  23,  1990.  7:00-7: 15  a.m.  One  young  Great  Blue  Heron  was  on  nest  7,  while  an  adult  heron  was  on  nest 
5. 


Discussion 

There  are  several  factors  that  make  the  study  of  the  Great  Blue  Heron  colony  on  Motor  Island  interestingly 
umque.  These  factors  are:  (1)  the  unique  and  fortunate  opportunity  to  study  the  initial  construction  of  a  Great  Blue 
Heron  colony  (2)  the  extremely  high  number  of  young  heron  produced  by  each  nest  (3)  the  extraordinary 
abundance  of  both  early  and  late  new  nesting  records  (4)  that  unlike  the  vast  majority  of  heronries  that  establish 
nests  near  the  tops  of  tall  trees,  the  heronry  at  Motor  Island  contains  nests  in  scrub  trees  and  bushes  which  are 
only  three  feet  to  fourteen  feet  above  ground  level  (5)  this  colony  is  presently  the  only  Great  Blue  Heron  colony 
that  has  been  integrated  by  Black-crowned  Night-Herons  in  the  Niagara  Frontier  Region. 

Of  the  seven  Great  Blue  Heron  nests  studied,  three  nests  contained  four  nestlings  and  four  nests  contained 
three  nestlings  with  an  average  of  3.43  nestlings  per  nest.  It  is  believed  that  all  24  young  successfully  Hedged. 
This  is  an  extremely  high  number  of  young  produced  per  nest.  Data  collected  by  John  Morse  for  the  Seneca  Pool 
Great  Blue  Heron  colony  at  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  makes  an  interesting  comparison.  In  the  early  years 
of  the  Seneca  Pool  colony,  inclusively  between  1972  and  1975  when  the  number  of  active  nests  increased  from 
62  to  140  (indicating  an  abundant  supply  of  food),  between  1.94  and  2.03  estimated  Hying  young  were  produced 
per  nest  each  year.  Only  the  Arkwright  Great  Blue  Heron  colony  (studied  by  Frances  Rew)  had  fairly  productive 
nests  in  1978  when  it  produced  an  estimated  2.88  young  per  nest;  however,  in  1979  it  produced  only  1.62  young 
Great  Blue  Herons  per  nest. 

Why  are  the  nests  of  Great  Blue  Herons  on  Motor  Island  nearly  twice  as  productive  as  the  nests  of  other 
heron  colonies?  Why  are  heron  nests  on  Motor  Island  found  only  three  feet  above  the  ground,  while  most  other 
colonies'  nests  are  found  near  the  tops  of  tall  trees?  The  answer  is  that  the  colony  is  on  a  small  island  that  is 
completely  absent  of  predators  that  would  feed  on  eggs  or  young  herons.  Furthermore,  the  swift  current  of  the 
surrounding  Niagara  River  has  discouraged  even  the  raccoons  at  nearby  Beaver  Island  State  Park  from  swimming 
to  the  Island. 

The  first  year  of  study  produced  both  early  and  late  new  nesting  records.  ( 1)  The  April  12  observation  of 
two  nests  containing  herons  in  low  incubating  positions  indicates  eggs  were  laid  between  March  28  and  April  12. 
This  is  at  least  three  days  before  the  regional  (Beardslee  and  Mitchell  1965)  and  state  (Andrle  and  Carroll  1988) 

-  record  of  April  15  for  early  eggs  in  nest.  (2)  On  Apnl  28  feeding  behavior  was  observed  at  three  different  nests. 
On  May  13  eleven  partially  feathered  young  Great  Blue  Herons  were  standing  on  three  different  nests.  Since  the 
birds  were  not  incubated  during  the  71  minute  study  period  under  conditions  of  48°F  temperature,  some  rain,  and 
13  mph  north-east  winds,  these  birds  were  old  enough  to  demonstrate  some  temperature  control.  Although 
feeding  behavior  is  sometimes  difficult  to  distinguish  from  egg  rolling  behavior,  the  eggs  probably  hatched  before 
Apnl  28  and  there  were  11  well-developed  nestlings  by  May  13.  These  dates  substantially  precede  the  regional 
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and  state  early  young  on  nest  date  of  May  19.  (3)  Since  young  herons  are  able  to  walk  easily  among  the  tree 
branches,  Hedging  dates  (especially  late  ones)  are  difficult  to  determine.  As  early  as  May  28,  a  young  heron 
temporarily  walked  out  of  nest  1.  As  early  as  June  15,  an  adult  heron  refused  to  give  a  young  heron  food.  Also  on 
June  15  a  young  heron  observed  with  five  adults  in  a  grassy  field  about  30  feet  from  the  nearest  nest  should  be 
considered  a  Hedging.  Unfortunately  no  test  nights  of  young  herons  were  observ  ed.  By  July  1 1  the  original  three 
nests  were  all  vacant,  and  it  was  assumed  these  birds  had  Hedged  and  left  the  colony.  Of  the  24  young  herons 
produced  only  13  remained  and  these  young  were  found  on  nests  4,5,6,and7.  The  early  state  Hedgling  record  is 
July  17.  Based  on  an  incubation  period  of  25-29  days,  young  Hying  at  60  days,  young  leaving  the  nest  at  64-90 
days  (Andrle  and  Carroll  1988)  and  study  data,  an  early  egg  date  of  April  2,  an  early  nestling  date  of  April  28,  and 
a  Hedging  date  of  July  1 1  seems  a  conservative  and  likely  scenario  of  early  dates. 

Late  dates  must  be  treated  with  more  caution.  The  first  possible  feeding  activity  in  nest  7  did  not  occur 
until  June  15  and  the  first  small  young  was  seen  on  the  nest  on  June  24.  Although  this  might  suggest  that  the 
regional  and  state  late  egg  record  of  June  9  could  be  extended  by  15  days  or  at  least  6  days,  the  only  negative 
observation  with  good  light  and  of  significant  duration  (56  minutes)  was  made  on  June  9.  Even  on  June  9 
feeding  behavior  could  have  occurred  outside  the  study  period,  and  gone  unnoticed.  There  is  more  convincing 
evidence  that  there  were  record  late  unHedged  juveniles.  Although  the  record  for  late  juveniles  is  July  17  for  New  > 
York  State  and  July  2  for  the  Niagara  Frontier  Region,  three  nestlings  were  on  nest  7  on  July  11,  July  20,  July 
24,  and  August  2.  Not  till  later  in  the  day  on  August  2  was  a  heron  observed  out  of  nest  7,  about  two  feet  to  the 
north  of  the  nest.  On  August  6,  August  8,  and  the  last  day  of  the  study  for  the  year,  August  23,  at  least  one  young 
Great  Blue  Heron  was  found  in  nest  7  on  each  day.  Although  there  is  evidence  that  could  be  used  to  argue  for  an 
August  23  or  later  late  date  for  unHedged  juveniles,  August  2  is  a  safe  date  for  unHedged  juveniles  based  on  nest 
7.  August  2  is  only  49  days  after  the  first  possible  feeding  activity  on  June  15  and  40  days  after  the  first  observed 
nestling  on  June  24  on  nest  7. 

How  can  a  colony  of  only  seven  study  nests  produce  so  many  new  late  and  early  nesting  records  for  New 
York  State?  The  late  records  for  a  newly  established  colony  should  be  expected.  Newly  established  colonies  are 
probably  founded  by  younger  herons  that  do  not  have  previously  established  nests  and  territories.  These 
inexperienced  birds  must  build  a  nest  and  go  through  the  necessary  courtship  procedures  necessary  for  building  a 
nest  and  strengthening  pair  bonds.  This  activity  alone  took  at  least  nine  days.  Certainly  having  the  nest  already 
built  (except  for  a  few  repairs)  territory  already  established  (although  this  is  probably  of  less  importance  for 
colonial  nesters)  and  the  pair  bond  already  cemented  would  save  a  considerable  amount  of  time. 

Then  why  were  there  three  new  early  nesting  records?  The  answer  is  that  unprecedented  numbers  of  Great 
Blue  Herons  have  been  wintering  on  Motor  Island  since  the  January -February  period  of  1988  (Watson  1990).  For 
the  January-February  periods  between  1988  and  1993  there  have  been  maximum  counts  of  Great  Blue  Herons  on 
Motor  Island  of  between  26  and  46  herons  each  year.  The  reason  birds  risk  possible  death  and  the  hardships  of 
winter  is  often  so  they  can  be  the  first  on  the  best  breeding  territory  in  spring.  Wintering  species  are  not  only  the 
first  on  territory,  but  also  the  first  to  breed,  lay  eggs  and  Hedge  young.  It  is  not  surprising  that  since  the  colony's 
nests  were  already  built,  during  the  next  breeding  season  (1991)  a  Great  Blue  Heron  was  observed  low'  on  its  nest 
in  incubating  position  on  March  15.  Since  the  date  was  a  more  than  a  full  month  before  the  early  egg  record  in  The 
Atlas  of  Breeding  Birds  in  New  York  State  (and  the  nest  was  only  three  feet  above  ground  level)  a  canoe  trip  was 
made  to  the  island,  and  a  solitary  egg  was  found  in  the  small  depression  in  the  center  of  the  nest  (Watson  1991). 
Lastly,  it  is  obvious  that  egg  and  nesting  data  on  birds  that  do  not  nest  in  bird  houses  have  been  poorly 
documented,  and  there  is  a  need  for  research  of  colonial  and  open-nesting  birds. 
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MEMBERSHIP  NEWS 

Welcome  the  following  New  Associate  Members: 

Edward  F.  Ratajczak 
1 17  Sixth  Ave. 

Lancaster,  NY  14086 
Tel:  683-0307 

Karen  Wallace 
7609  Wohlhueter  Rd. 

Colden,  NY  14033 
Tel:  941-3949 
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BOS  MEETINGS 


Feb.  23:  Mark  Carra  from  the  Hawk  Creek  Wildlife  Rehabilitation  Center  will  offer  a  program  including 

several  specimens.  The  program  will  begin  at  7:30  p.m. 

Mar.  9:  Tim  Baird  will  conduct  a  program  on  species  recognition  using  slides  and  silhouettes. 

Mar.  23:  Dr.  Stuart  Calhoun  from  Buffalo  State  and  Mark  Kandell  from  the  DEC  will  provide  an  update  on  a 

Common  Tern  project  they  introduced  to  us  last  year. 

Apr.  13:  Pete  Dunne  is  the  Vaughn  Memorial  Lecture  speaker.  This  program  will  take  place  in  the  auditorium 

at  7:30  p.m. 

Apr.  27:  Dave  Cooper  will  offer  slides  and  information  on  his  recent  trip  to  Australia. 

May  11:  Chuck  Rosenburg’s  program  on  grassland  species,  featuring  songs  of  sparrow’s,  will  be  presented. 


May  25:  TBA 

Jun.  8:  The  last  meeting  before  we  break  for  the  summer  will  be  our  annual  picnic  at  Tifft,  beginning  at  6 

p.m.  Birding  at  Tifft  will  follow. 


13 


Vol.  60  No.  1 


If  you  would  like  to  present  a  program  or  have  a  suggestion  for  a  speaker  or  a  topic,  please  contact  Michael 
Davis  at  874-2721. 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  1 
through  June  15,  inclusive,  except  for  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December.  Meetings  begin  at 
8:00  p.m.  and  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020  Humbolt  Parkway,  Buffalo,  New  York. 

FIELD 


Feb.  27: 

Mar.  19: 

Mar.  26: 

Apr.  3: 

Apr.  10: 
Apr.  15-17: 

Apr.  17: 

Apr.  24: 
May  7-8: 
May  15: 


Sunday.  Canadian  Owl  Trip.  Meet  at  9:00  A.M.  at  Vermont  and  Busti  or  at  9: 15  at  the  first  parking 
lot  on  the  Canadian  side.  0.6  mile  upstream  from  the  Peace  Bridge.  Leader:  Blayne  Faman  ( 1-416- 
834-751 1)  and  Richard  Byron  (662-4783). 

Saturday  (not  Sunday).  Lake  Ontario  plains  of  eastern  Niagara  County.  Meet  at  8:00A.M.  in 
Wright’s  Comers  (north  of  Lockport)  on  Hwy  78  at  the  new  Tops  market  a  block  north  of  the  Hwy 
104  intersection.  Leader:  Willie  D’Anna  (1-7*31-4348). 

Saturday  (not  Sunday).  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  for  spring  waterfowl.  Meet  at  8:00  A.M. 
at  Amherst  Book  World,  0. 1  mile  east  of  Main  &  Transit.  Leader:  Morgan  Jones  (433-5687). 

Daylight  Saving  Time  -  move  clock  ahead  one  hour. 

Sunday.  B.O.S.  April  Count.  Compiler:  TBA. 

Algonquin  Provincial  Park,  Ontario.  This  is  still  being  planned  by  leader  Richard  Byron.  We  hope 
to  repeat  a  three-day  trip  of  1991  (not  a  BOS  tnp)  which  gave  super  views  of  Spruce  Grouse  plus 
Boreal  Chickadee  and  other  northern  species. 

Sunday.  Hawk  migration  at  Grimsby,  Ontario.  Meet  at  8:00  A.M.  at  Bob  Evans  parking  lot  in 
Niagara  Falls,  NY  where  1-190  crosses  Niagara  Falls  Blvd.  (Rt.  62).  Or  go  directly  to  Beamer 
Conservation  Area.  This  is  30  miles  into  Canada  on  the  QEW,  on  the  escarpment  above  Grimsby. 

Sunday.  Braddock  Bay  Hawk  Watch.  Meet  at  7:00  A.M.  at  Amherst  Book  World,  0.1  mi.  east  of 
Main  &  Transit.  We  will  join  the  Rochester  GOS  at  9:30  at  the  Braddock  Bay  Park  Shelter.  Leaders: 
Mike  Zebehazy  (662-6987)  and  Bob  Spahn  (GOS). 

Saturday  and  Sunday.  Presque  Isle-Pymatumng  Weekend.  Contact  Mary  Savile  (662-5215)  for 
details  and  reservations  for  the  Saturday  night  dinner  and  program. 

Sunday.  BOS  May  Bird  Count. 

Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Tnp  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 


»|i» 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a  -Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings,  call  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  896-5200. 


Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler: 
Mr.  William  D’Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Dnve  Extension,  Niagara  Falls,  NY  14304. 
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Migratory  Bird  Study  Needs  Dickeybird  Expert  Volunteers! 


Are  you  concerned  about  reported  declines  in  songbird  populations?  Are  you 
concerned  about  loss  of  habitat  vital  to  songbirds?  Well,  The  Central  and  Western  New 
York  Chapter  of  The  Nature  Conservancy  and  the  New  York  State  Natural  Heritage 
Program  are  conducting  a  study  of  the  importance  of  habitats  near  Lake  Ontario  to 
migrating  songbirds,  and  we  need  the  help  of  volunteer  birders!  This  study  provides 
experienced  birders  with  an  opportunity  to  be  actively  involved  in  songbird  conservation 
because  the  results  will  be  used  to  develop  a  conservation  plan  for  important  Lake  Ontario 
shoreline  songbird  habitats.  Volunteers  must  be  able  to  identify  warblers,  thrushes,  vireos 
and  other  songbirds  by  sight  and  sound. 

The  study  will  be  conducted  on  Wednesdays,  Thursdays,  Saturdays  and  Sundays 
between  April  16  through  June  12,  1994.  The  number  of  participation  days  is  based  on 
your  own  availability.  A  typical  day  of  volunteer  activity  would  include  collecting  data  on 
songbird  species  and  numbers  at  5-15  study  sites  located  within  3  miles  of  Lake  Ontario 
anywhere  between  the  Niagara  River  to  the  Saint  Lawrence  River.  The  Nature 
Conservancy  will  provide  you  with  training  in  bird  monitoring  methods,  field  supplies,  and 
reimbursement  of  gas  expenses.  If  you  are  interested  in  becoming  involved  in  this 
regional  study,  and  would  like  more  information,  please  fill  out  the  form  below  and  return 
it  to:  Kris  Agard,  Migratory  Bird  Project  Coordinator,  The  Nature  Conservancy,  315 
Alexander  Street,  Rochester,  NY  14604.  Phone  Number:  (716)546-8030. 


Lake  Ontario  Bird  Study  Volunteer  Response  Form 


Name: _  Daytime  Phone  Number: 

Address: _ 


Bird  Club  Affiliation(s): _ 

^Circle  the  dates  for  which  you  would  be  available  for  the  project  (weekend  dates 
are  in  bold  type). 

April  16,  17,  20,  21,  23,  24,  27,  28,  30 

May  1,  4,  5,  7,  8,  11,  12,  14,  15,  18,  19,  21,  22,  25,  26,  28,  29 

June  1,2,  4,  5,  8,  9,  11,  12 

*Circle  the  county(s),  or  portions  thereof,  where  you  are  willing  to  census. 
Niagara  Orleans  Monroe  Wayne  Cayuga  Oswego  Jefferson 


Clip  out  and  return  to:  Kris  Agard,  Migratory  Bird  Project  Coordinator,  The  Nature  Conservancy, 

315  Alexander  Street,  Rochester,  NY  14604 
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THE  MONTH:  January,  1994 

The  meteorological  excesses  of  late  December  continued  into  January.  Following  a  brief  respite  on  January 
1st  with  a  high  temperature  of  44°(F)  to  welcome  in  the  new  year,  the  cold  weather  returned.  On  January  4th 
heavy  squalls  in  the  vicinity  of  Buffalo  deposited  an  additional  five  to  eight  inches  of  snow  while  a  17  inch 
snowfall  was  reported  in  Allegany  County  on  that  date.  There  was  a  second  general  snowfall  on  the  6th.  For  the 
rest  of  the  period  temperatures  were  for  the  most  part  consistently  cold;  the  average  temperature  for  the  month 
17.2°(F)  was  6.4°  below  normal.  From  January  15th  through  20th,  the  average  temperature  at  Buffalo  did  not 
exceed  4°(F)  with  five  sub-zero  daily  low  temperatures  bottoming  at  -5°(F)  on  the  20th.  The  high  temperature  of 
-1°(F)  on  the  19th  was  only  the  second  time  in  the  last  60  years  with  a  sub-zero  daily  high!  The  bitter  cold 
exacerbated  by  heavy  snow  squalls  and  a  wind  chill  factor  as  low  as  -57°(F)  caused  a  rapid  icing  over  of  the 
waters  in  the  eastern  basin  of  Lake  Erie  with  catastrophic  consequences  for  some  wintering  waterfowl  as  leads  of 
open  water  along  the  south  shore  of  the  lake  disappeared.  On  January  19th,  the  Department  of  Environmental 
Conservation,  law  enforcement  agencies  and  animal  shelters  were  deluged  with  calls  telling  of  waterbirds 
recovered  in  a  stunned  or  injured  condition  on  icy  roadways  or  floundering  in  snow  drifts.  Well  over  100  of  these 
birds,  mostly  Horned  Grebes  were  rescued  and  turned  over  to  wildlife  rehabilitators  or  veterinarians. 
Temperatures  moderated  somewhat  until  January  28th  when  the  high  thermometer  reading  of  the  month,  51°(F)  at 
Buffalo  was  reached  on  a  cloudy  and  rainy  day  causing  minor  flooding  in  some  localities.  The  month  ended  with  a 
return  to  colder  weather  but  no  significant  snowfall.  Total  snowfall  for  the  month  at  Buffalo  measured  35.4 
inches;  ten  inches  above  normal  and  the  most  we  have  ‘enjoyed’  in  a  single  month  since  December,  1985. 
(Meteorological  data  as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport.) 

The  weather  not  withstanding,  January  was  an  interesting  month  afield  for  those  hardy  souls  venturing 
out.  On  New  Year’s  day,  the  month  had  an  auspicious  beginning  with  the  report  of  a  female  Harlequin  Duck  in 
the  Niagara  River  above  the  Peace  Bridge  at  Fort  Erie,  Ontario.  This  rare  winter  visitor  was  subsequently  seen  by 
most  active  local  observers  in  the  Buffalo  area  and  Canada  by  month’s  end.  Willie  D’ Anna  and  Betsy  Potter  had 
an  added  bonus  of  an  immature  Black-legged  Kittiwake  in  the  river  at  Fort  Erie  when  they  went  to  add  the  duck  to 
their  New  Year’s  list.  Burt  Schweigert  had  an  unexpected  bonus  of  a  Red-necked  Grebe  sitting  on  the  ice  in  the 
Allegheny  River  at  Salamanca  while  conducting  his  N.Y.  State  January  waterfowl  count  on  January  16th.  At  least 
five  Red-necked  Grebes  were  victims  of  the  rapid  freeze-up  of  Lake  Erie  and  were  subsequently  released  in 
Dunkirk  Harbor  by  local  rehabilitators.  An  Eared  Grebe,  a  rare  visitant  in  our  study  area  was  identified  as  such  by 
a  veterinarian  to  whom  it  was  brought  and  given  to  a  wildlife  rehabilitator  in  Hamburg  to  restore  to  health  but 
unfortunately  succumbed  to  its  injuries.  It  will  repose  as  a  study  skin  in  the  collection  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of 
Science.  In  spite  of  the  severe  weather  in  January,  Bill  Watson  and  Mike  Hamilton  still  found  a  small  remnant  of 
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the  large  wintering  population  of  Great  Blue  Herons  on  Motor  Island  in  the  Niagara  River  continuing  to  tough  it 
out  in  spite  of  heavy  accumulation  of  shore  ice  covering  the  shallows  on  the  island’s  perimeter  where  they  fed. 
Dunkirk  Harbor  with  its  waters  warmed  by  the  Niagara  Mohawk  Power  Plant  there  continues  to  be  one  of  the 
most  attractive  sites  in  western  New  York  for  wintering  waterfowl.  During  a  field  trip  on  January  22nd,  Willie 
D’ Anna  and  his  party  identified  two  Red-throated  Loon,  an  adult  Mute  Swan,  an  immature  Black  Scoter  and  three 
Little  Gulls  among  the  flocks  of  waterbirds  seeking  shelter  there. 

Among  the  interesting  raptors  seen  in  January  was  a  wintering  adult  Red-shouldered  Hawk  seen  by  Burt 
Schweigert  on  the  16th  in  the  city  of  Salamanca  in  Cattaraugus  County.  Schweigert  has  also  had  under 
observation  two  wintering  populations  of  Rough-legged  Hawks  in  that  county,  five  birds  in  early  successional 
fields  and  pastures  near  the  Village  of  South  Dayton  where  a  heavy  vole  population  has  also  attracted  Short-eared 
owls  and  Red-tailed  Hawks  and  a  number  of  Rough-legs  in  similar  habitats  in  the  Conewango  Valley,  both  sites 
being  relatively  low  elevations  of  the  Allegheny  Plateau  region.  His  observations  are  of  interest  this  winter 
because  of  the  paucity  of  records  of  this  hawk  from  the  Lake  Ontario  Plain  or  the  Niagara  Peninsula  usually  the 
center  of  abundance  for  wintering  Rough-legs.  Cursory  notice  of  Mike  Hamilton’s  record  of  a  Gray  Gyrfalcon 
during  the  Audubon  Christmas  Bird  Count  on  January  2nd  was  made  in  these  pages  in  the  January  issue  of  this 
newsletter.  The  bird  was  seen  on  that  date  perched  on  pack  ice  on  the  shore  of  Woodlawn  Beach  in  the  Town  of 
Hamburg  and  while  under  observation,  it  flew  after  a  female  Mallard,  pursuing  it  down  the  Lake  Shore  in  a 
westerly  direction  until  lost  from  sight.  Another  Gyrfalcon,  probably  the  same  bird,  was  seen  by  Francis  Rew 
perched  on  the  roof  of  the  Cargill’s  grain  elevator  on  Fuhrmann  Boulevard  in  Buffalo  on  January  11th;  this 
elevator  was  the  site  of  the  December  record  and  several  sightings  in  January  1993  of  gyrfalcons.  On  the  29th, 
Willie  D’Anna  and  Betsy  Potter  observed  an  adult  Peregrine  Falcon  on  the  Cargill  elevator.  On  January  15th, 
Dave  and  Debra  Suggs  saw  an  adult  Peregrine  pursue  and  catch  a  small  passerine  over  grain  elevators  on  the 
Buffalo  River  near  Fuhrmann  Boulevard.  The  same  bird? 

Finally,  the  large  irruptive  flight  of  Common  Redpolls  into  our  study  area  this  winter  has  paid  dividends  in 
the  form  of  several  records  of  the  very  rare  Hoary  Redpoll  appearing  in  the  flocks  of  these  birds  visiting  feeders. 
On  January  2nd,  a  Hoary  Redpoll  was  seen  in  a  flock  of  250  Common  Redpolls  in  the  City  of  Niagara  Falls, 
Ontario  where,  to  use  Mike  Galas’  metaphor,  it  was  “highlighted  like  a  sore  thumb”  among  its  more  dusky 
congeners.  A  Hoary  Redpoll  was  reported  by  Dave  Junkin  as  visiting  the  feeder  at  the  Visitors  Center  at  the 
Beaver  Meadow  Audubon  Center  in  the  Town  of  Java  on  January  13th  and  on  the  following  day,  Gerry  Rising 
and  his  party  saw  one  at  a  bird  feeder  at  a  residence  on  Minkel  Road  in  the  Town  of  Sheldon  only  1  1/2  miles 
from  Beaver  Meadow.  On  the  18th,  two  Hoary  Redpolls  were  seen  at  Margaret  Cunningham’s  feeder  on  Side 
Road  #18  at  Long  Beach,  Ontario  and  on  January  24th  Joe  DiDomenico  reported  one  among  a  flock  of  Common 
Redpolls  visiting  the  feeder  at  his  residence  on  Winspear  Road  in  the  Town  of  Elma. 

Joseph  F.  Thill 

NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification 
according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (B.O.S.  1991)  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(0  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area. 


Name  of  Bird 

Jan. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Red-throated  Loon 

22 

2 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

D’Anna  Rew  et  al 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

16 

1 

Salamanca 

Schweigert  et  al 
D’Anna 

44 

22 

5 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Horned  Grebe 

21 

2 

T  onawanda 

Andrle,  Thill 

44 

22,23 

26,20 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

D’Anna,  Hamilton  et  al 
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Name  of  Bird 

Jan. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Home  Grebe 

23 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Watson 

Red-necked  Grebe 

16 

1 

Salamanca 

Schweigert  et  al 

D. -crest.  Cormorant 

2 

2 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

D’Anna 

44 

15 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Galas,  Sikinoff 

Great  Blue  Heron 

16,23 

15,11 

Motor  Is.,  Niag.  R. 

Hamilton,  Watson 

Bl.-cr.  Night-Heron 

1-31 

1-5 

Buffalo 

Brock 

Tundra  Swan 

21 

6 

Strawberry  Is. 

Andrle,  Thill 

Mute  Swan 

22 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

D’Anna 

Wood  Duck 

22 

2 

Jamestow'n 

D’Anna 

Northern  Pintail 

8 

4 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Hamilton,  Burch(BOS) 

44 

29 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

30 

2 

Chippawa,  Ont. 

Watson,  Galas 

Canvasback 

22 

1091 

Upper  Niagara  River 

Roberson,  Cohen 

Redhead 

22 

100 

Upper  Niagara  River 

Roberson,  Cohen 

Ring-necked  Duck 

1-22 

1-2 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

many  observers 

Lesser  Scaup 

23 

8 

T  onawanda  T  wp. 

Watson 

Harlequin  Duck 

3-29 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

many  observers 
D’Anna  et  al 

Black  Scoter 

22 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Surf  Scoter 

1 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Galas  et  al 

Bufflehead 

22 

458 

Upper  Niagara  River 

Roberson,  Cohen 

Hooded  Merganser 

16 

8 

Salamanca 

Schweigert  et  al 

44 

21 

12 

N.  Tonawanda 

Andrle,  Thill 

Bald  Eagle 

2 

1 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Hamilton 

44 

29 

1  adult 

Queenston,  Ont. 

D’Anna 

44 

30 

1  imm. 

Lewiston 

Davis 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 
Cooper’s  Hawk 
Red-shouldered  Hawk 

1-31 

1-30 

16 

8  reports 

9  reports 

1 

throughout  WHY 
throughout  WNY 
Salamanca 

Schweigert  et  al 

44 

30 

1 

Bliss 

D&M  Junkin 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

1-30 

12 

Cattaraugus  County 

Schweigert 

44 

2 

2 

Villenova  Twp. 

Budniewski 

Merlin  5,6,11,14 

1 

Buffalo 

Schopp,  D’Anna 

44 

5-18 

1 

Buffalo 

D&D  Suggs 

Peregrine  Falcon 

15 

1 

Buffalo 

D&D  Suggs 

44 

29 

1 

Buffalo 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Gvrfalcon 

2 

1 

Woodlawn 

Hamilton 

44 

5 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Vallone  et  al 

44 

11 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Rew  et  al 

Little  Gull 

5,12,14 

1,3,1 

Niag. -on-Lake 

Bellerby 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

9 

1 

Lewiston 

44 

12,22 

2,3 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mosher,  D’Anna 

Iceland  Gull 

1-12 

3-1 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 

many  observ  ers 

Glaucous  Gull 

1 

1 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

15 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Bellerby 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Black-leg.  Kittiwake 

2 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Snowy  Owl 

2 

3 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Potter  et  al 

44 

2-31 

1 

Brocton 

Budniewski 

44 

30 

1 

Y  ates  T wp. 

D’Anna 

Long-eared  Owl 

23 

1 

Porter  T  wp. 

D’Anna 

44 

23 

1 

Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

Potter,  D’Anna 

Short-eared  Owl 

2 

3 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert 

E.  a.  alpestris 

22 

150 

Somerset  Twp. 

Watson,  Galas 

17 
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Name  of  Bird 

Jan. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Common  Raven 

1 

1 

Carrollton  Twp. 

Eaton 

Tufted  Titmouse 

1-31 

1 1  reports 

throughout  WNY 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

2 

14 

Aurora  Twp. 

Galas  et  al 

Carolina  Wren 

1 

1 

Times  Beach,  Buffalo 

Galas  et  al 

44 

7 

1 

Eden  Valley 

Andrle 

Winter  Wren 

2,23 

1,1 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

Eastern  Bluebird 

2 

3 

Aurora  Twp. 

Galas  et  al 

Eastern  Bluebird 

2 

2 

Sheridan  Twp. 

Budniewski 

44 

2 

5 

Perrysburg  Twp. 

Schweigert 

44 

8 

6 

Porter  Twp. 

D’Anna 

44 

22 

3 

Iroquois  NWR 

Galas,  Watson 

44 

22 

3 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Watson,  Galas 

44 

25,31 

1,4 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

44 

31 

6 

East  Aurora 

Horbett 

Gray  Catbird 

8 

1 

Porter  T  wp. 

D’Anna 

Northern  Mockingbird  29 

1 

Pendleton  Tu'p. 

Galas 

Bohemian  Waxwine 

*  29 

1 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

D’Anna 

Cedar  Waxwing 

29 

165 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

D’Anna 

Northern  Shrike 

2 

1 

Villenova  Twp. 

Budniew'ski 

44 

8 

1 

Great  Valley  Twp. 

Schweigert 

44 

12,23,29 

1 

Porter  Twp. 

Hamilton,  D’Anna  et  al 

44 

30 

1 

Wainfleet  Twp.,  Ont. 

Galas,  Watson 

Yellow-r.  Warbler 

8 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Hamilton,  Burch(BOS) 

44 

22 

3 

Lake  Erie  S.P. 

D’Anna 

Amer.  Tree  Sparrow 

8 

100 

Porter  Twp. 

D’Anna 

Savannah  Sparrow 

8 

1 

Porter  T  wp. 

D’Anna 

Swamp  Sparrow 

20-30 

1 

East  Aurora  (0 

Holmes 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

1 

1 

St.  Davids,  Ont.  (0 

D’Anna  et  al 

Lapland  Longspur 

8 

1 

Porter  Twp. 

D’Anna 

44 

12,23,30 

15 

Somerset  T  wp. 

Chilton,  Harper  et  al 

44 

16 

1 

Sheldon  Twp. 

Potter,  D’  Anna 

44 

21 

3 

Niag.-on-the-Lake 

Bellerby 

Snow  Bunting 

8 

125 

Porter  Twp. 

D’Anna 

44 

12 

700 

Somerset  Twp. 

Chilton 

44 

15 

250 

Niag.-on-the-Lake 

Bellerby 

44 

20-30 

50-275 

Wainfleet  Twp.  (f) 

Cunningham 

44 

22 

375 

Freedom  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

1,15,30 

6,17,20 

Tifft  N.P. 

Galas,  D’  Anna  et  al 

44 

30 

4 

Wainfleet  Twp.,  Ont. 

Watson,  Galas 

Rusty  Blackbird 

30 

3 

Wainfleet  Twp.,  Ont. 

Watson,  Galas 

Brown-headed  Cowbird  3 

10 

Wheatfield  Twp.  (f) 

Potter,  D’  Anna 

44 

4-25 

1-9 

Tonawanda  Twp.  (f) 

Hess 

44 

6,17 

2,2 

Niagara  Falls  (0 

Roberson 

44 

8 

7 

Allegany  Twp. 

Schweigert 

44 

30 

1 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Purple  Finch 

8 

1 

Great  Valley  Twp.  (0 

Schweigert 

44 

22 

7-12 

Lake  Erie  S.P. 

D’Anna 

Common  Redpoll 

1-31 

28 

reports  throughout  region 

Hoarv  Redpoll 

2 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Galas,  Collins 

44 

13 

1 

Beaver  Meadow  WS 

D.Junkin  et  al 

44 

14 

1 

Sheldon  Twp.(f) 

Rising,  Roberson,  Souter 

44 

15 

1 

Sheldon  Tw  p.  (f) 

Hamilton,  Byron 

44 

18 

2 

Wainfleet  Twp.  (f) 

Cunningham 
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Name  of  Bird  Jan.  Number  Location  Observer 

Hoarv  Redpoll  20  1  ElmaTwp.  (f)  J&M  Di  Domenico 

Evening  Grosbeak  1-29  8  rep- 55  max  S&E  of  Buffalo 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  .  107 

Total  for  year . 107 


Other  species  seen  in  January:  Canada  Goose,  American  Black  Duck,  Mallard,  Gadwall,  American  Wigeon, 
Greater  Scaup,  Oldsquaw,  Common  Goldeneye,  Common  Merganser,  Red-breasted  Merganser,  Northern 
Harrier,  Red-tailed  Hawk,  American  Kestrel,  Ring-necked  Pheasant,  Ruffed  Grouse,  Wild  Turkey,  Bonaparte’s 
Gull,  Ring-billed  Gull,  Herring  Gull,  Great  Bl. -backed  Gull,  Rock  Dove,  Mourning  Dove,  Eastern  Screech-Owl, 
Great  Horned  Owl,  Belted  Kingfisher,  Red-bellied  Woodpecker,  Downy  Woodpecker,  Hairy  Woodpecker, 
Northern  Ricker,  Pileated  Woodpecker,  Homed  Lark  (E.a.  praticola).  Blue  Jay,  American  Crow,  Bl. -capped 
Chickadee,  White-br.  Nuthatch,  Brown  Creeper,  Golden-cr.  Kinglet,  American  Robin,  European  Starling, 
Northern  Cardinal,  Song  Sparrow,  Wh. -throated  Sparrow,  Dark-eyed  Junco,  House  Finch,  American  Goldfinch, 
House  Sparrow. 

BUFFALO  WATERFRONT  AND  NIAGARA  RIVER  TRIP 

JANUARY  9,  1994 

Eight  members  who  believed  the  weather  would  improve  were  willing  to  trudge  through  snowdrifts  of  one- 
to-two  feed  on  a  5°F  morning.  Fortunately  the  temperature  did  rise  so  toward  noon  it  was  18°F,  a  warm  sun  had 
come  out  and  it  became  a  pleasant  day. 

A  search  of  the  Buffalo  waterfront  as  far  as  the  Cargill  elevator  yielded  no  Gyrfalcon  and  no  Snowy  Owls. 
The  iced-in  waterfront  had  only  a  few  fly-by  Goldeneye  and  Common  Mergansers.  (Few  Snowys  have  been  seen 
on  the  waterfront  this  year,  but  one  or  two  are  at  the  Niagara  Falls  NY  airport,  the  Gyrfalcon  was  seen  again  at  the 
elevator  two  days  later.) 

At  Fort  Erie  our  luck  improved.  In  the  streetside  row  of  trees  upstream  from  the  restaurants  (near  the  big 
electric  transmission  tower)  was  a  Yellow-rumped  Warbler  searching  the  trunks  for  insects.  We  watched  it  from 
10  feet  away.  And  our  main  objective,  the  female  Harlequin  duck,  was  soon  found.  It  was  riding  the  river  from 
the  tower  down  to  the  parking  lot  below  Nichols  Marine.  It  would  drift  or  fly  downriver  then  fly  back  upriver, 
often  in  the  company  of  female  Buffleheads.  good  viewing  places  were  the  parking  lots  behind  the  Chinese 
restaurants.  We  watched  it  between  10  and  11  a.m.,  usually  close  to  shore. 

In  Fort  Erie  were  13  species  of  waterfowl  near  the  shore  (Canada  Goose,  Black,  Mallard,  Gadwall, 
Canvasback,  Redhead,  Ring-necked,  Greater  Scaup,  Harlequin,  Goldeneye,  Bufflehead,  Hooded  Merganser,  and 
Common  Merganser).  At  the  Falls  we  added  Pintail  and  American  Wigeon. 

Among  gulls  were  a  first-winter  Glaucous  at  the  Ascension  Church  in  Ft.  Erie;  and  two  Kumlein’s  Iceland 
gulls-first  winter  and  adult  at  the  Sir  Adam  Beck  overlook.  Bonaparte’s  were  nearly  gone;  we  saw'  about  10 
during  the  day.  No  Loons  or  Cormorants  w'ere  seen. 

Below'  the  Falls  the  ice  bridge  extended  from  shore-to-shore  down  to  the  Rainbow'  Bridge.  At  Queenston, 
the  road  to  the  river  w;as  unplowed  so  we  passed  it  up. 

On  the  return  trip  w'e  crossed  the  North  Grand  Island  bridge  and  took  the  first  exit  to  the  right.  This 
permitted  a  good  view  of  tw'o  tom  Turkeys,  15  feet  away,  feeding  on  the  shoulder  of  the  road.  They  have  been 
seen  here  regularly  for  about  two  months,  particularly  from  3  to  4  p.m.,  and  pay  little  attention  to  traffic.  (Luck 
ran  out  for  one;  it  w;as  struck  by  a  car  three  days  later.) 

Bill  Burch 


a#  vt*  a# 
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Birding  Bulletin  Boards  on  e-Mail 


Anyone  with  computer  access  to  e-mail  can  subscribe  to  several  bulletin  boards  that  offer 
discussions  of  various  aspects  of  birding.  The  procedure  for  connecting  is  simple  and  the 
messages  you  can  read  are  often  very  interesting.  They  also  provide  sources  for  help.  For 
example,  if  you  are  contemplating  a  trip  to  a  part  of  the  country  with  which  you  are  unfamiliar,  an 
inquiry  will  usually  result  in  a  quick  and  useful  response,  sometimes  even  with  a  personal 
invitation  to  bird  with  a  knowledgeable  local  birder. 

You  will  have  to  determine  how  to  access  e-mail.  (Mine  is  through  the  University  at  Buffalo, 
but  I  believe  that  there  are  also  public  access  facilities  in  the  area.)  Once  you  are  on,  you  need  only 
send  a  one  line  message  to  subscribe  to  a  particular  bulletin  board.  Here  are  the  procedures  I  used 
to  gain  access  through  the  university’s  mail  system: 

1.  Type  MAIL  (CR)  ,  which  gains  access  to  the  e-mail  facility.  (Note:  Capitals  or  lower  case 
letters  don’t  matter.  Here  I  am  using  caps  to  indicate  what  you  type.  I  am  also  separating 
sentence  punctuation  by  several  spaces:  Don’t  include  it.  (CR)  represents  carriage  return.) 

2.  At  the  mail  prompt,  type  SEND  (CR)  . 

3.  The  computer  asks  “To:”.  Type  IN%"LISTSERV @ARIZVM  1  .BITNET"  (CR)  .  (The 
sponsor  of  this  service  is  at  the  University  of  Arizona.) 

4.  The  computer  will  ask  “Subj.”.  Just  type  (CR)  . 

5.  The  computer  will  tell  you  to  enter  your  message.  Simply  type  SUBSCRIBE  BIRDCHAT 
<your  name>  (CR)  .  (Here,  of  course,  you  type  your  name  where  I  have  said  <your  name>.) 
You  can  then  add  additional  lines  to  this  message  SUBSCRIBE  BIRDEAST  <your  name> 
(CR)  ,  and  SUBSCRIBE  BIRDTRIP  <your  name>  (CR)  .  See  the  following  discussion 
about  the  contents  of  these  separate  services. 

6.  When  you  have  finished,  type  the  control  key  and  the  letter  Z  at  the  same  time,  and  off  your 
message  will  go. 

BIRDCHAT  includes  remarks  about  observations,  how  to  find  specific  rarities,  like  the 
flycatcher  in  Toronto  and  the  rare  tern  near  Philadelphia,  and  a  wide  range  of  other  messages,  a 
few  technical,  most  very  informal.  There  are  even  occasional  arguments.  Participants  range  from 
beginners  to  (a  few)  experts.  BIRDEAST  includes  texts  of  the  weekly  local  hotline  messages  from 
various  communities  in  the  eastern  U.S.  (There  is  also  a  BIRDWEST,  etc.)  And  BIRDTRIP  is  a 
little  more  specialized:  It  attempts  to  develop  and  monitor  censuses. 

To  make  use  of  these  bulletin  boards,  when  I  enter  e-mail,  I  call  up  a  directory  (by  typing  DIR) 
and  look  for  the  messages  whose  listed  subjects  are  of  interest  to  me.  I  record  the  numbers  of  those 
that  I  want  to  examine,  then  I  merely  have  to  type  the  number  of  a  given  message  to  look  at  it.  This 
is  an  important  short-cut  as  you  will  receive  20  or  sometimes  many  more  messages  every  day.  You 
can,  of  course,  use  your  copy  and  print  facilities  to  save  and  print  messages  you  wish  to  retain. 
When  you  have  finished  reading,  you  must  then  delete  the  messages  (DELETE  1-20,  for  example) 
or  your  file  space  will  soon  be  overburdened. 

Rereading  what  I  have  written,  I  realize  that  I  hav  e  made  this  access  appear  much  more 
complicated  than  it  really  is.  And  once  you’re  on,  things  are  especially  simple.  I  hope  that  I  have 
not  completely  turned  off  your  interest  as  this  is  an  excellent  resource.  These  (and  a  similar  insect 
bulletin  board)  give  me  15-20  minutes  of  enjoyment  every  day. 

If  you  have  individual  questions,  I  would  be  happy  to  try  to  respond.  A  better  source  and  a  far 
more  computer-sophisticated  local  birder  is  Dave  Suggs.  —  Gerry  Rising 
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1993  Christmas  Bird  Counts  in  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  Region 


Beaver 

Chstnt 

Dunk 

James 

Niagara 

Oak 

Port 

St 

St 

N 

Mdw 

Buffalo 

Ridge 

Fred 

town 

Falls 

Orchard 

Colb 

Scio 

Bona 

Cath 

TOT 

C 

Date 

Dec  18 

Dec  17 

Jan  2 

Jan  2 

Dec  19 

Dec  27 

Dec  27 

Jan  4 

Dec  18 

Dec  18 

Dec  19 

Common  Loon 

6 

2 

1 

7 

16 

4 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

1 

1 

1 

Homed  Grebe 

2 

17 

19 

2 

Double-cr.  Cormorant 

4 

1 

4 

16 

25 

4 

Great  Blue  Heron 

1 

86 

17 

12 

3 

1 

8 

6 

5 

139 

9 

Tundra  Swan 

2 

6 

8 

2 

Canada  Goose 

14 

2386 

39 

417 

1758 

580 

163 

36 

2 

42 

1051 

6488 

11 

Wood  Duck 

5 

1 

6 

2 

Green- winged  Teal 

2 

2 

1 

American  Black  Duck 

5 

150 

47 

68 

69 

72 

4 

5 

5 

19 

444 

10 

Mallard 

2682 

279 

655 

936 

357 

12 

12 

23 

116 

550 

5622 

10 

Mallard  hybrid 

1 

1 

1 

Northern  Pintail 

4 

5 

5 

1 

15 

4 

Gad  wall 

55 

9 

9 

73 

3 

American  Wigeon 

33 

22 

55 

2 

Canvasback 

49 

75 

50 

174 

3 

Redhead 

1 

15 

31 

19 

1 

67 

5 

Ring-necked  Duck 

1 

1 

1 

Greater  Scaup 

356 

75 

4 

5887 

30 

5 

6357 

6 

Lesser  Scaup 

3 

20 

5 

28 

3 

scaup  species 

478 

478 

1 

Old  squaw 

1 

2614 

1 

9500 

12116 

4 

Surf  Scoter 

1 

1 

1 

White-winged  Scoter 

23 

379 

402 

2 

scoter  species 

3 

3 

1 

Common  Goldeneye 

2016 

13 

36 

14 

819 

115 

8 

293 

3314 

8 

Buffi  ehead 

286 

82 

12 

211 

269 

78 

938' 

6 

Hooded  Merganser 

14 

2 

1 

2 

8 

24 

51 

6 

Common  Merganser 

5069 

53 

108 

21 

1488 

33 

9 

12 

11 

116 

6920 

10 

Red-br.  Merganser 

20 

25 

1 

544 

7 

9 

318 

924 

7 

duck  species 

140 

8 

6 

1137 

50 

1341 

5 

Bald  Eagle 

1 

1 

1 

Northern  Harrier 

2 

7 

2 

4 

13 

1 

1 

30 

7 

Sharp- shinned  Hawk 

2 

8 

4 

6 

8 

13 

10 

1 

2 

1 

3 

58 

11 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

5 

9 

7 

1 

1 

4 

5 

6 

9 

1 

6 

47 

11 

Northern  Goshawk 

1 

1 

1 

accipiter  species 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

1 

2 

1 

4 

3 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

47 

101 

38 

21 

5(V 

99 

130 

93 

11 

20 

135 

745 

11 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

2 

3 

3 

~i6 

1 

4 

29 

6 

American  Kestrel 

9 

48 

9 

8 

15 

60 

26 

44 

2 

1 

81 

303 

11 

Merlin 

1 

1 

1 

Gyrfalcon 

1 

1 

1 

Ring-necked  Pheasant 

1 

3 

6 

28 

18 

4 

60 

6 

Ruffed  Grouse 

25 

4 

7 

3 

7 

4 

1 

51 

7 

Wild  Turkey 

15 

90 

118 

115 

55 

3 

2 

20 

418 

8 

Northern  Bobwhite 

1 

1 

1 

Virginia  Rail 

1 

1 

1 

American  Coot 

110 

2 

4 

116 

3 

Common  Snipe 

1 

1 

1 
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Beaver 

Chstnt 

Dunk 

James 

Niagara 

Oak 

Port 

St 

St 

N 

Mdw 

BufTalo 

Ridge 

Fred 

town 

Falls 

Orchard 

Colb 

Scio 

Bona 

Cath 

TOT 

C 

Date 

Dec  18 

Dec  17 

Jan  2 

Jan  2 

Dec  19 

Dec  27 

Dec  27 

Jan  4 

Dec  18 

Dec  18 

Dec  19 

Little  Gull 

2 

2 

1 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

586 

250 

3190 

114 

4140 

4 

Ring-billed  Gull 

2338 

66 

2179 

4872 

4858 

22 

234 

211 

7 

2540 

17327 

10 

Herring  Gull 

4 

13872 

50 

51 

46 

12727 

19 

386 

72 

5 

1456 

28688 

11 

Thayer's  Gull 

4 

4 

1 

Iceland  Gull 

4 

8 

2 

14 

3 

Lesser  B1  -backed  Gul 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

Glaucous  Gull 

1 

3 

2 

6 

3 

Great  Bl. -backed  Gull 

387 

9 

158 

2 

799 

10 

262 

494 

2121 

8 

gull  species 

1 

750 

9 

760 

3 

Rock  Dove 

795 

1540 

451 

148 

1429 

896 

199 

478 

578 

1132 

682 

8328 

11 

Mourning  Dove 

242 

603 

445 

124 

477 

726 

757 

342 

136 

268 

1208 

5328 

11 

Eastern  Screech-Owl 

3 

10 

15 

5 

8 

20 

12 

1 

11 

85 

9 

Great  Homed  Owl 

2 

11 

10 

1 

7 

11 

14 

3 

1 

23 

83 

10 

Snowy  Owl 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Barred  Owl 

2 

1 

1 

4 

3 

Long-eared  Owl 

1 

1 

‘ 

2 

2 

Short- eared  Owl 

6 

2 

15 

1 

24 

4 

N.  Saw-whet  Owl 

2 

2 

1 

Belted  Kingfisher 

1 

6 

1 

3 

7 

1 

6 

1 

6 

32 

9 

Red-bell  Woodpecker 

4 

6 

4 

4 

15 

26 

4 

4 

2 

3 

72 

10 

Yell. -bell.  Sapsucker 

2 

2 

4m 

1 

Dow  ny  Woodpecker 

67 

112 

155 

34 

140 

119 

77 

44 

35 

24 

120 

927 

11 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

16 

13 

40 

4 

30 

15 

8 

5 

14 

6 

34 

185 

11 

Northern  Flicker 

1 

14 

4 

13 

11 

38 

14 

4 

1 

1 

12 

113 

11 

Pileated  Woodpecker 

7 

3 

3 

7 

1 

3 

3 

27 

7 

Homed  Lark 

16 

866 

35 

917 

3 

Blue  Jay 

161 

605 

376 

105 

531 

618 

231 

292 

180 

200 

468 

3767 

11 

American  Crow 

995 

745 

1027 

199 

1166 

1015 

275 

240 

241 

156 

9330 

15389 

11 

Common  Raven 

3 

1 

4 

2 

Bl. -capped  Chickadee 

719 

721 

1318 

159 

1221 

660 

334 

369 

393 

347 

639 

6880 

11 

Tufted  Titmouse 

18 

24 

103 

14 

47 

23 

10 

9 

23 

26 

2 

299 

11 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch 

19 

16 

82 

12 

13 

21 

4 

11 

7 

3 

11 

199 

11 

Wh. -breasted  Nuthatcl 

56 

84 

126 

18 

128 

51 

43 

27 

58 

49 

67 

707 

11 

Brown  Creeper 

5 

20 

9 

8 

11 

1 

1 

5 

2 

8 

70 

10 

Carolina  Wren 

10 

3 

1 

2 

24 

6 

1 

4 

51 

8 

Winter  Wren 

1 

4 

2 

7 

3 

Golden-cr  Kinglet 

32 

12~ 

9 

8 

2 

2 

5 

9 

14 

93 

9 

Eastern  Bluebird 

3 

23 

2 

11 

39 

4 

American  Robin 

2 

73 

15 

140 

13 

122 

16 

24 

6 

411 

9 

Gray  Catbird 

1 

1 

1 

Northern  Mockingbird 

10 

2 

1 

96 

1 

16 

87 

213 

7 

Brown  Thrasher 

1 

1 

1 

Bohemian  Waxwing 

16 

16 

1 

Cedar  Wax  wing 

32 

4 

33 

42 

33 

22 

1 

38 

52 

257 

9 

Northern  Shrike 

2 

3 

1 

3 

2 

3 

2 

16 

7 

European  Starling 

3377 

16631 

1881 

704 

2634 

3711 

1262 

1171 

332 

478 

4086 

36267 

11 

Yellow-rump  Warbler 

2 

2 

1 

Palm  Warbler 

1 

1 

1 
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Beaver 

Chstnt 

Dunk 

James 

Niagara 

Oak 

Port 

St 

St 

N 

Mdw 

Buffalo 

Ridge 

Fred 

town 

Falls 

Orchard 

Colb 

Scio 

Bona 

Cath 

TOT 

C 

Date 

Dec  18 

Dec  17 

Jan  2 

Jan  2 

Dec  19 

Dec  27 

Dec  27 

Jan  4 

Dec  18 

Dec  18 

Dec  19 

Northern  Cardinal 

60 

179 

307 

95 

255 

496 

352 

160 

36 

38 

279 

2257 

11 

Am.  Tree  Sparrow 

44 

361 

244 

129 

86 

815 

976 

488 

18 

13 

367 

3541 

11 

Field  Sparrow 

1 

1 

1 

Savannah  Sparrow 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Song  Sparrow 

2 

4 

8 

10 

8 

25 

8 

8 

1 

1 

23 

98 

11 

Swamp  Sparrow 

4 

1 

1 

2 

8 

4 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

4 

3 

22 

35 

34 

15 

2 

2 

6 

3 

2 

128 

11 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

3 

1 

2 

6 

1 

13 

5 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

151 

127 

351 

121 

441 

546 

360 

82 

90 

165 

648 

3082 

11 

Lapland  Longspur 

4 

4 

1 

Snow  Bunting 

51 

8 

281 

84 

424 

4 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

26 

1 

35 

29 

91 

4 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

6 

6 

1 

Rusty  Blackbird 

1 

1 

12 

14 

3 

Common  GrackJe 

1 

2 

2 

2 

24 

1 

32 

6 

Brown-headed  Cowbii 

38 

5 

9 

76 

11 

75 

4 

8 

34 

260 

9 

Pine  Grosbeak 

24 

24 

1 

Purple  Finch 

2 

1 

8 

7 

8 

11 

1 

38 

7 

House  Finch 

295 

377 

833 

184 

1257 

725 

713 

239 

218 

481 

916 

6238 

11 

Wh. -winged  Crossbill 

17 

17 

1 

Common  Redpoll 

710 

60 

118 

12 

53 

399 

2017 

520 

35 

70 

2 

3996 

11 

Hoary  Redpoll 

1 

1 

1 

Pine  Siskin 

4 

3 

28 

280 

17 

332 

5 

American  Goldfinch 

118 

130 

172 

42 

315 

171 

256 

59 

65 

50 

207 

1585 

11 

Evening  Grosbeak 

518 

162 

y 

311 

1 

24 

12 

192 

286 

1 

1510 

10 

House  Sparrow 

485 

3417 

700 

202 

1183 

3287 

1177 

1488 

230 

179 

2944 

15292 

11 

Total  Species 

49 

75 

57 

62 

73 

83 

56 

62 

50 

49 

76 

119 

Total  Individuals 

9097 

56699 

9856 

7075 

19999 

51701 

11013 

7806 

3620 

4278 

39638 

220782 

No.  of  Observers 

55 

12 

91 

20 

32 

13 

53 

276 

Compilers: 

Beaver  Meadow:  David  Junkin,  3071  Pee  Dee  Road,  Bliss,  NY  14024.  457-3228 

Buffalo:  Bill  Bogacki,  70  Louise  Drive,  Cheektowaga,  NY  14227.  674-5781 

Dunkirk-Fredonia:  Joanne  Goetz,  6  Pine  Drive,  Fredonia,  NY  14063. 

Jamestown:  Bob  Sundell,  19  Chestnut  Street,  Jamestown,  NY  14701.  484-2197 

Chestnut  Ridge:  Linda  Holmes,  173  Whaley  Avenue,  East  Aurora,  NY  14052.  652-6708 

Niagara  Falls:  Kayo  J.  Roy,  26  Ziraldo  Road,  St.  Catharines,  ON  L2N  6S9. 

Oak  Orchard:  Gail  Seamans,  2602  Main,  P.  O.  Box  158,  East  Pembroke,  NY  14056.  762-9211 

Port  Colbome:  Drew  Campbell,  383  Niagara  Street,  Welland,  ON  L3C  1L1.  905-732-6048 

Scio:  Elizabeth  Brooks,  1435  Waterwells  Road,  Alfred  Station,  NY  14803.  607-587-9571 

St.  Bonaventure:  Ms  Regina  VanScoy,  R.D.  1,  Box  153,  Limestone,  NY  14753.  925-7109 

St.  Catharines:  Ms.  Mary  Ellen  Hebb,  32  Maplewood  Drive,  St.  Catharines,  ON  L2M  3P1.  905-937-7671 

overall  compilation  by  Gerry  Rising,  295  Robinhill  Drive,  Williamsville,  NY  14221-1639.  689-8301 
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MEMBERSHIP  NEWS 

Welcome  the  following  New  Associate  Members: 

Lynne  Landon 
Terry  L.  Yonker 
139  Jackson  Street 
Youngstown,  NY  14174 
Tel:  745-9129 

Thomas  M.  O’Donnell 
Susan  M.  O’Donnell 
3067  Lewiston  Road 
Niagara  Falls,  NY  14305 
Tel:  284-5569 

*T*  'r  "T*  *T*  #T* 


BOS  MEETINGS 


Mar.  23:  Dr.  Stuart  Calhoun  from  Buffalo  State  and  Mark  Kandell  from  the  DEC  will  provide  an  update  on  a 

Common  Tern  project  they  introduced  to  us  last  year. 

Apr.  13:  Pete  Dunne  is  the  Vaughn  Memorial  Lecture  speaker.  This  program  will  take  place  in  the  auditorium 

at  7:30  p.m. 

Apr.  27:  Dave  Cooper  will  offer  slides  and  information  on  his  recent  trip  to  Australia. 

May  11:  Chuck  Rosenburg’s  program  on  grassland  species,  featuring  songs  of  sparrow’s,  will  be  presented. 

May  25:  TBA 

Jun.  8:  The  last  meeting  before  we  break  for  the  summer  will  be  our  annual  picnic  at  Tifft,  beginning  at  6 

p.m.  Birding  at  Tifft  will  follow. 

If  you  would  like  to  present  a  program  or  have  a  suggestion  for  a  speaker  or  a  topic,  please  contact  Michael 
Davis  at  874-2721. 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  1 
through  June  15,  inclusive,  except  for  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December.  Meetings  begin  at 
8:00  p.m.  and  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020  Humbolt  Parkway,  Buffalo,  New  York. 

FIELD  TRIPS 

Mar.  26:  Saturday  (not  Sunday).  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  for  spring  waterfowl.  Meet  at  8:00  A.M. 

at  Amherst  Book  World,  0. 1  mile  east  of  Main  &  Transit.  Leaden  Morgan  Jones  (433-5687). 

Apr.  3:  Daylight  Saving  Time  -  move  clock  ahead  one  hour. 

Apr.  10:  Sunday.  B.O.S.  April  Count.  Compiler:  TBA. 
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Apr.  15-17:  Algonquin  Provincial  Park,  Ontario.  This  is  still  being  planned  by  leader  Richard  Byron.  We  hope 
to  repeat  a  three-day  trip  of  1991  (not  a  BOS  trip)  which  gave  super  views  of  Spruce  Grouse  plus 
Boreal  Chickadee  and  other  northern  species. 

Apr.  17:  Sunday.  Hawk  migration  at  Grimsby,  Ontario.  Meet  at  8:00  A.M.  at  Bob  Evans  parking  lot  in 

Niagara  Falls,  NY  where  1-190  crosses  Niagara  Falls  Blvd.  (Rt.  62).  Or  go  directly  to  Beamer 
Conservation  Area.  This  is  30  miles  into  Canada  on  the  QEW,  on  the  escarpment  above  Grimsby. 

Apr.  24:  Sunday.  Braddock  Bay  Hawk  Watch.  Meet  at  7:00  A.M.  at  Amherst  Book  World,  0.1  mi.  east  of 

Main  &  Transit.  We  will  join  the  Rochester  GOS  at  9:30  at  the  Braddock  Bay  Park  Shelter.  Leaders: 
Mike  Zebehazy  (662-6987)  and  Bob  Spahn  (GOS). 

May  7-8:  Saturday  and  Sunday.  Presque  Isle-Pymatuning  Weekend.  Contact  Mary  Savile  (662-5215)  for 

details  and  reservations  for  the  Saturday  night  dinner  and  program. 

May  15:  Sunday.  BOS  May  Bird  Count. 

Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Trip  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a  -Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings,  call  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  896-5200. 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler: 

Mr.  William  D’Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Drive  Extension,  Niagara  Falls,  NY  14304. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer:  Jane  Heyer,  296  Westchester  Blvd.,  Kenmore,  NY 

14217  Tel.  (875-3318). 

Back  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  @  $0.50  per  copy. 

Editor:  Charles  D.  Halvorsen,  212  Main  Street,  West  Seneca,  NY  14224. 
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THE  MONTH:  February,  1994 

February’s  weather  was  seasonal  with  only  a  brief  period  of  very  cold  and  snowy  conditions  commencing 
with  a  six  inch  overnight  snowfall  on  the  8th  and  intermittent  snow  with  temperatures  well  below  freezing  until  the 
10th  when  the  low  temperature  reading  of  the  month  at  Buffalo,  -5°(F)  was  recorded.  Temperatures  then 
moderated,  becoming  dramatically  warmer  with  only  a  trace  of  precipitation  until  the  high  reading  of  the  month, 
63°(F)  was  reached  on  February  19th,  a  record  for  that  date.  The  warm  flow  of  Gulf  air  which  saw  daily 
temperatures  average  18  degrees  above  normal  during  that  period  also  precipitated  the  first  welcome  rush  of  avian 
migrants  on  the  weekend  of  February  19th-20th.  Large  numbers  of  robins,  Red-winged  Blackbirds,  grackles  and 
cowbirds  were  reported  from  all  sections  of  our  study  area  with  the  first  flight  of  15  migrant  Tundra  Swans  on 
Lake  Ontario  in  Orleans  County  and  a  very  early  Turkey  Vulture  at  the  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge 
enlivening  birding  trips  on  that  weekend.  Temperatures  fell  rapidly  on  February  21st  however,  with  a  four  inch 
snowfall  recorded  at  buffalo  International  Airport  on  the  23rd  and  cold  weather  persisted  until  month’s  end.  The 
Buffalo  News  described  the  month  as  the  “the  third  sunniest  February  in  the  past  40  years”  but  the  average 
temperature  for  the  period  of  22.8°(F)  was  1.7  degrees  below  normal  while  total  precipitation  of  1.4  inches  was 
1.27  inches  below  average;  snowfall  measured  21.6  inches,  3.2  inches  above  normal.  (Meteorological  data  as 
recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport.) 

Once  again  in  February,  the  efflux  of  warm  water  from  the  Niagara  Mohawk  Power  steam  station  at 
Dunkirk  Harbor  in  Chautauqua  County  kept  that  haven  largely  ice-free  and  attractive  to  wintering  waterfowl  and 
other  water  birds.  On  February  18th,  Bruce  Chilton  saw’  a  Red-throated  Loon  in  the  company  of  mergansers  and 
other  ducks  in  the  open  water  at  the  east  end  of  the  harbor  where  it  was  subsequently  seen  by  many  observers. 
The  winter  of  1993-94  will  best  be  remembered  for  the  unprecedented  numbers  of  wintering  Red-necked  Grebes 
seen  in  our  study  area.  These  numbers  culminated  in  the  record  winter  count  of  33  of  these  grebes  seen  by 
Frances  Rew  in  one  flock  in  Dunkirk  Harbor  on  February  19th.  On  the  15th,  Dean  DiTommaso  counted  33  Red¬ 
necked  Grebes  in  the  Town  of  Fort  Erie,  Ontario  from  Jaeger  Rocks  on  the  north  shore  of  Lake  Erie  to  the 
International  Railroad  Bridge  on  the  Niagara  River  while  Gordon  Bellerby  had  a  maximum  count  of  13  at  Niagara- 
on-the-Lake  on  the  19th.  These  are  three  of  a  record  15  reports  of  sightings  of  this  grebe  received  by  the  compiler 
in  February.  Speculation  as  to  the  dramatic  increase  in  the  numbers  of  these  grebes  seen  in  the  Great  Lakes  region 
this  winter  centers  on  the  series  of  strong  storm  systems  sweeping  down  the  Eastern  seaboard  of  the  Atlantic 
Ocean  from  North  Carolina  to  Maine  in  January  and  more  specifically  a  low  pressure  system  which  battered  the 
east  coast  with  heavy  snow,  freezing  temperatures  and  high  winds  on  February  10th  and  1 1th.  It  is  hypothesized 
that  many  of  the  several  thousand  Red-necked  Grebes  which  winter  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean  from  Nova  Scotia  to  the 
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Carolinas  may  have  been  driven  inland  by  the  intensity  of  this  story  system  accounting  for  the  sudden  increase  in 
numbers  on  the  Niagara  Frontier  between  February  15th  and  20th. 

The  adult  Mute  Swan,  first  seen  in  Dunkirk  Harbor  in  January  remained  there  throughout  the  month  of 
February.  The  female  Harlequin  Duck  first  reported  in  the  Niagara  River  at  Fort  Erie  on  January  1st  continued  to 
winter  at  that  location  between  the  Peace  Bridge  down  river  to  the  International  Railroad  Bridge.  Bob  Andrle  had 
the  good  fortune  to  see  our  wintering  gray  morph  Gyrfalcon  perched  on  the  roof  of  a  cement  silo  adjacent  to  the 
south  harbor  on  Fuhrmann  Boulevard  in  Buffalo  on  February  11th.  The  bird  was  perched  facing  the  observer 
offering  an  excellent  opportunity  to  study  the  field  marks  of  this  rare  falcon.  Also  on  Fuhrmann  Boulevard,  on 
February  5th  Bill  Watson  and  Mike  Galas  identified  an  adult  Peregrine  Falcon  flying  over  them  in  a  westerly 
direction  towards  Times  Beach.  Some  other  interesting  records  in  February  include  a  wintering  Chipping  Sparrow 
seen  all  month  at  Don  Robertson’s  feeder  at  his  residence  in  Niagara  Falls  and  a  very  early  Fox  Sparrow  which 
appeared  at  Burt  Schweigert  feeder  on  the  Mutton  Hollow  Road  in  the  Town  of  Great  Valley  in  Cattaraugus 
County  on  February  26th.  Among  the  fringillids.  Common  Redpolls. continued  to  be  seen  in  our  study  area  in 
some  numbers  including  a  flock  of  300  birds  seen  by  Bill  Watson  and  Mike  Galas  in  the  Town  of  Alabama  on 
February  5th.  On  the  26th,  Galas  and  his  party  saw  a  Hoary  Redpoll  in  a  flock  of  redpolls  at  a  feeder  at  the 
headquarters  of  the  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  on  Casey  Road  in  the  Town  of  Shelby  in  Orleans  County. 
On  February  20th,  Peter  Yoerg  and  Barbara  Henderson  heard  and  subsequently  saw  two  pine  Grosbeaks  in  a  wet 
deciduous  woods  on  the  Sour  Springs  Road  in  the  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge.  On  the  25th,  Yoerg  and 
Vicki  Oronato  saw  1 1  of  these  grosbeaks  in  a  flock  in  a  spruce  and  tamarack  grove  also  on  the  Sour  Springs  Road 
in  the  refuge;  apparently  four  of  the  grosbeaks  seen  by  Wavel  and  Maxine  Barber  at  that  location  on  February  21st 
were  part  of  this  flock. 


Joseph  F.  Thill 

NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification 
according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (B.O.S.  1991)  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 


*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  First  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area. 


Name  of  Bird 

Feb. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Red- throated  Loon 

18 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Chilton 

44 

19 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew  et  al 

*  Common  Loon 

19,20 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

many  observ  ers 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

6 

1 

Salamanca 

Baird 

44 

18 

4 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Holmes  (EABC) 

Homed  Grebe 

6,18,27 

15,12,6 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Gal  as,Holmes,  Seamans 

44 

19 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Watson  et  al 

Red-necked  Grebe 

1 

1  picked  up 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Cunningham 

44 

10 

7 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Moshers 

44 

10 

1  picked  up 

Orchard  Park 

Ze be hazy 

44 

12 

3 

Olean 

Schweigert 

12,13 

1,2 

Salamanca 

Schweigert,  Baird 

15 

33 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

DiTommaso 

44 

16-26 

13 

Niag.-on-the-Lake 

Bellerby 

44 

18,19 

28,33 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew  et  al 

44 

19 

4 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna  et  al 

*7  *7 
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Name  of  Bird 

Feb. 

Number 

Red-necked  Grebe 

19,20 

21,17 

44 

20 

2 

44 

20 

8 

44 

21 

5 

44 

21 

5 

44 

27 

8 

D. -crest.  Cormorant 

13,20 

2,1 

44 

18 

3 

Bl.-cr.  Night-Heron 

1-28 

2-1 

Tundra  Swan 

5,13,17 

4,4,3 

44 

19F 

15 

Mute  Swan 

6 

1 

*Snow  Goose 

20F 

1 

44 

26 

1 

Wood  Duck 

21F 

1 

Northern  Pintail 

6,19 

1,1 

44 

13F 

2 

44 

18 

2 

44 

25 

2 

American  Wigeon 

20F 

5 

Redhead 

6 

67 

44 

19,20 

291,250 

44 

20F 

2 

44 

25 

50 

Ring-necked  Duck 

18F 

1 

44 

19 

4 

44 

20 

1 

44 

21 

1 

44 

25 

1 

Lesser  Scaup 

20 

5 

Harlequin  Duck 

3-27 

1 

*White-winged  Scoter 

5 

1 

44 

5 

1 

44 

16 

2 

44 

18,19 

5,5 

Hooded  Merganser 

6,18 

2,4 

^Turkey  Vulture 

20F 

1 

Bald  Eagle 

20 

1  ad. 

44 

21 

1  ad. 

44 

21 

1  imm. 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

2-27 

10  reports 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

5 

1 

44 

5-27 

5  reports 

Red -shouldered  Hawk 

22F 

1 

44 

27 

1 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

5-26 

7 

44 

6 

2 

44 

19 

1 

44 

27 

1 

44 

27 

1 

Merlin 

1-25 

1 

“  10,24,25 

1 

Peregrine  Falcon 

5 

1 

Location 

Observer 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

many  observers 

Buffalo 

Watson 

Niag.-on-the-Lake 

D  &  D  Suggs 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

Watson,  Galas 

Navy  Island 

Galas,  Watson 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Seamans 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Galas  et  al 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Holmes  (EABC) 

Buffalo 

Brock 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Sommerville, Watson  et  al 

Shadigee 

D’Anna  et  al 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Watson,Galas  et  al 

Salamanca 

Baird 

Salamanca 

Schweigert 

Clarence 

Galas,  Watson 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

many  observers 

Stillson’s  Pond 

Schweigert 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Holmes  (EABC) 

Beaver  Is.  S.P. 

Hess 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson,  Galas 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Watson 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Watson,  Davis  et  al 

Belmont 

M  &  V  Pitzrick 

Beaver  Is.  S.P. 

Hess 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Holmes  (EABC) 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rev/ 

upper  Niagara  River 

Davis 

Niagara  Falls 

Andrle 

Beaver  Is.  S.P. 

Hess 

Buffalo 

Galas 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

many  observers 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Galas,  Watson 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

D’Anna 

Niag .  -on-  the  -Lake 

Bellerby 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Holmes,  Rew  et  al 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Watson,  Holmes  et  al 

Iroquois  NWR 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Queenston,  Ont. 

D  &D  Suggs 

Navy  Island 

Watson  ,  Gal  as 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

Watson,  Galas 

throughout  WNY 
Franklinville  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Buffalo  &  Niagara  R. 
East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Lowbanks,  Ont. 

Watson,  Farnan(BOS) 

Cattaraugus  Co. 

Schweigert 

Randolph  Twp. 

Baird 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna  et  al 

Yates  Twp. 

Roberson 

New  Albion  Twp. 

Seamans 

Buffalo 

Suggs 

Buffalo 

Schopp 

Buffalo 

Watson  et  al 
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Name  of  Bird 

Feb. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Gyrfalcon 

11 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Andrle 

American  Coot 

6 

28 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Galas  et  al 

44 

26F 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Galas  et  al 

*Killdeer 

18F 

1 

Cheektowaga 

Andrle 

44 

19 

1 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Andrle 

Little  Gull 

6,11 

U 

Lewiston 

Davis,  Bellerby 

Iceland  Gull 

6 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Yoerg 

44 

27 

2 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mosher 

*L.  Black-b.  Gull 

6 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Andrle 

44 

11 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Rew 

Glaucous  Gull 

6 

2 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Andrle 

44 

6 

5 

Niagara  Falls 

Yoerg 

44 

27 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Seamans 

44 

28 

1 

Celeron 

Sundell 

Snowy  Owl 

1 

1 

Brocton 

Budniewski 

44 

28 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

D’Anna 

*  Barred  Owl 

10 

1 

Lackawanna 

Zebehazy 

Long-eared  Owl 

27 

3 

Wainfleet  Twp.,  Ont. 

Watson,  Faman(BOS) 

Short-eared  Owl 

11 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Andrle,  Thill 

44 

18 

1 

Sheridan  Twp. 

Budniewski 

Red-bellied  Wdpkr. 

13 

1 

Cold  Spring  Twp. 

Schweigert 

*Yellow-b.  Sapsucker 

16 

1 

Ridgeway,  Ont. 

Sommerville 

Homed  Lark 

26 

300 

Somerset  Twp. 

Watson  et  al 

44 

26 

145 

Freedom  Twp. 

Schweigert 

E.  a.  praticola 

11 

5 

Wainfleet  Twp.,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Thill 

Carolina  Wren 

6 

1 

Queenston,  Ont. 

D’Anna,  Hamilton(BOS) 

44 

15,20 

1 

Eden  Valley(f) 

Andrle 

44 

21 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Eastern  Bluebird 

2,14,21 

5,10,3 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

44 

6,15 

2,2 

Pomfret  T  wp. 

Rew,  Budniewski 

44 

6,21 

1,2 

Sheridan  Twp. 

Rew,  Budniewski 

44 

19 

2 

Porter  Twp.. 

Watson  et  al 

Cedar  Waxwing 

24 

110 

Hamburg 

Andrle,  Rew 

Northern  Shnke 

19 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

26 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Galas  et  al 

Northern  Cardinal 

13 

24 

Sheridan  Twp.(f) 

R  &C  Budniewski 

^Chipping  Sparrow 

7.24.27 

1 

Niagara  Falls(f) 

Roberson  et  al 

*Fox  Sparrow 

26-28 

1 

Great  Valley  Twp.(f) 

Schweigert 

Swamp  Sparrow 

2-14 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Lapland  Longspur 

12 

3 

Eden  Twp. 

Watson,  Galas 

44 

26 

4 

Somerset  Twp. 

Galas  et  al 

44 

26 

1 

Machias  T  wp. 

Schweigert 

Snow  Bunting 

11 

175 

Wainfleet  Twp.,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Thill 

44 

12 

347 

Freedom  Twp. 

Schweigert 

44 

13 

51 

Cold  Spring  Twp. 

Schweigert 

44 

13 

18 

Cone  wan  go  Valley 

Schweigert 

44 

13 

22 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert 

4 

26 

500 

Somerset  Twp. 

Watson  et  al 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

5 

20 

Tifft  N.P. 

Davis 

44 

6 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

D’Anna,  Hamilton(BOS) 

44 

19F 

20 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Andrle 

44 

20 

27 

Tifft  N.P. 

Galas 

44 

20 

8 

Freedom  Twp. 

Schweigert 
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Name  of  Bird 

Feb. 

Number 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

20 

30 

44 

20 

500 

44 

20 

3 

Rusty  Blackbird 

13 

1 

44 

21 

1 

^Common  Grackle 

20F 

4 

44 

20F 

4 

44 

20F 

2 

Brown-headed  Cow  bird 

3 

1 

44 

19F 

16 

44 

21 

8 

44 

21 

6 

*Pine  Grosbeak 

20,25 

2,11 

Common  Redpoll 

1-28  15  other  reports 

44 

5 

300 

Hoarv  Redpoll 

26 

1 

*Pine  Siskin 

1-28 

2-4 

Evening  Grosbeak 

1-28 

1-6 

44 

1-28 

2-50 

44 

5-28 

3-30 

44 

6 

8 

44 

12 

48 

44 

20 

21 

Location 

Observer 

Newstead  Twp. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Iroquois  NWR 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Carrollton  Twp. 

Baird 

Grand  Island 

Galas,  Watson 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Hanover  Twp. 

Andrle 

Great  Valley  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Sheridan  Twp. 

R  &C  Budniewski 

Niagara  Falls(f) 

Roberson 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna  et  al 

Tonawanda 

Galas 

Sheridan  Twp. 

R  &  C  Budniewski 

Iroquois  NWR 

Y  oerg,  Henderson 

throughout  region 
Alabama  Twp. 

Galas,  Watson 

Iroquois  NWR 

Galas  et  al 

Warsaw 

Kunze 

Amity  Lake 

V  &  R  Pitzrick 

Warsaw 

Kunze 

Wales  Twp.(f) 

O.  Rosche 

Sheridan  Twp. 

R  &  C  Budniewski 

Freedom  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Great  Valley  Twp.(f) 

Schweigert 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded .  107 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  .  13 

Total  for  year . 120 


* t *  a# 

*r* 

BOS  NIAGARA  RIVER  TRIP 

February  6,  1994 

It  was  a  delightful  day  but  at  times  the  wind  was  a  little  harsh.  On  hand  were  20  persons.  The  bird  count 
was  44  species  including  15  waterfowl,  6  gulls,  as  well  as  cormorants  and  a  Great  blue  Heron. 

The  female  Harlequin  Duck  was  still  at  Ft.  Erie,  often  behind  the  restaurants.  Goldeneyes  were  dow  n  in 
numbers  from  earlier  in  the  season.  Greater  Black-backed  Gulls  were  abundant  and  busy  trying  to  get  food  from 
the  mergansers. 

We  met  Margaret  Cunningham  who  had  just  released  a  merganser  (found  in  a  com  crib)  into  the  river 
upriver  upstream  from  the  restaurants.  She  pointed  out  the  danger  of  releasing  waterfowl  if  they  had  not  preened 
(waterproofed)  themselves.  They  won’t  float. 

There  were  1 1  species  at  the  Peter  Street  feeder  in  Chippawa.  This  included  a  female  Red-winged 
Blackbird,  Red-bellied  Woodpecker,  Titmice  and  Common  Redpoll.  (To  find  this  feeder  cross  the  bridge  in 
Chippawa,  continue  straight  for  a  block,  turn  left  onto  Chippawa  Parkway,  go  about  seven  blocks  and  turn  right 
onto  Peter  Street  and  go  to  the  end.  After  the  street  bends  to  the  left,  the  house  on  the  comer  has  the  feeders.) 

Just  above  the  Diversion  Weir  there  were  over  60  redpolls  on  the  pier,  but  no  gulls.  Below  the  weir  on  the 
distant  shallows  there  were  three  Glaucous  Gulls  and  one  Iceland  Gull,  all  immatures. 

The  Purple  Sandpipers  were  absent,  their  favored  rocks  being  ice-covered,  the  ice  bridge  filled  the  gorge 
down  to  the  Rainbow  Bridge. 
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At  Sir  Adam  Beck  there  were  scarcely  25  gulls.  A  hike  in  the  gorge  above  the  Queenston  sand  docks 
netted  a  Carolina  Wren  but  not  the  hoped-for  Bald  Eagle.  No  Little  Gulls  were  found  but  a  few  Oldsquaws  were 
on  hand  and  gossiping. 

Mike  Hamilton 


REPORTING  OF  BIRD  SIGHTINGS  FOR  BOS  HOTLINE  (GRAPEVINE) 

by  Andrle,  Burch  and  D’Anna 

Our  hotline  has  been  working  well  most  of  the  time  but  some  recommendations  have  been  made  to  make  it 
more  effective  and  timely.  The  following  points  should  be  observed: 

1)  The  person  who  sights  the  bird  and  the  member  who  starts  the  hotline  calls  should  obtain  as  much  of  the 
following  information  as  possible: 

a.  Sex,  age  and  plumage  of  the  bird  if  pertinent  (eg.  a  female  Harlequin,  a  first-year  Kittiwake,  a 
breeding-plumaged  Eared  Grebe). 

b.  Precise  location  so  that  another  person  can  find  it,  including  habitat. 

c.  Date  and  time  of  the  sighting. 

d.  Habitat  and  behavior-what  the  bird  was  doing. 

e.  Whether  the  bird  was  accompanied  by  others  of  different  species,  and  how  many. 

2)  The  information  should  be  organized  into  concise  written  sentences  by  the  hotline  starter.  Each  receiving 
person  in  turn  can  write  it  down  easily.  Keeping  it  in  written  form  should  insure  that  important  details  are  not 
omitted. 

3)  If  a  person  can  not  be  reached  the  caller  should  call  the  persons  that  that  person  would  have  called  so  as 
not  to  break  the  continuity  of  the  system.  A  follow-up  attempt  should  be  made  to  the  person  who  missed  the  call. 

4)  If  a  call  is  made  to  an  answering  machine,  the  caller  should  make  the  calls  that  the  machine’s  owner 
would  make,  and  so  state  on  the  tape.  This  will  insure  continuity  if  the  machine’s  owner  is  away  for  some  length 
of  time. 

5)  If  you  expect  to  be  absent  to  any  length  of  time  notify  the  person  above  you  on  the  list. 

6)  Anyone  who  can  provide  a  sighting  update  should  contact  the  hotline  starter  (presently  Willie  D’Anna). 
People  can  then  call  him  to  get  current  information  about  the  rarity. 

THE  MIGRATION  OF  RED-THROATED  LOONS 

ON  LAKE  ONTARIO 

WILLIE  D'ANNA 

On  Thursday,  November  11,  1993  Betsy  Potter  and  I  observed  a  large  migratory  flight  of  Red-throated 
Loons  over  Lake  Ontario.  From  7:30  A.M.  to  12:30  P.M.  I  counted  223  Red-throated  Loons  from  the  foot  of 
Quaker  Road  and  from  the  cliff  at  Golden  Hill  State  Park,  both  in  the  Town  of  Somerset  in  Niagara  County.  At 
about  1:45  P.M.  I  counted  four  more  off  Shadigee  in  the  Town  of  Yates  in  Orleans  County.  Nearly  all  of  the 
loons  were  flying  west,  low  over  the  water,  and  beyond  a  mile  from  shore.  On  Sunday,  November  14,  I 
recorded  181  Red-throated  Loons  from  the  same  locations.  Although  the  flight  seemed  stronger  on  Sunday,  less 
time  spent  counting  and  poor  visibility  due  to  rain  contributed  to  a  smaller  total.  A  review  of  the  following 
sources:  Birds  of  the  Niagara  Frontier  Region  (Beardslee  and  Mitchell,  1965),  "Noteworthy  Records"  in  The 
Prothonotary  (1961  to  the  present),  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  (B.O.S.)  October,  April,  and  May  Counts, 
and  Birds  of  New  York  State  (Bull,  1985)  indicates  that  our  one  day  count  of  227  Red-throated  Loons  is  the 
highest  ever  recorded  in  the  current  B.O.S.  study  area.  On  Lake  Ontario  the  B.O.S.  region  stretches  from  Point 
Breeze  in  Orleans  County  on  the  east  to  Gnmsby  Beach,  Ontano  on  the  west,  a  length  of  107  miles. 
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The  status  of  the  Red-throated  Loon  is  something  of  an  anomaly  in  the  B.O.S.  region,  an  area  which 
includes  all  of  The  Kingbird  Region  1  and  the  adjacent  "Niagara  peninsula"  of  Ontario.  Beardslee  and  Mitchell 
(1965)  call  it  an  uncommon  transient  visitant  that  is  most  frequently  recorded  from  Lake  Ontario  where  it  is 
sometimes  common  in  April.  The  highest  counts  which  they  give  for  the  current  study  area  are  125  off  Lakeside 
Beach  State  Park,  April  25,  1954  by  B.  Nathan  et  al,  and  13  on  the  April  Count,  April  6,  1953.  Since  Beardslee 
and  Mitchell  (1965)  this  species  has  seldom  been  recorded  on  B.O.S.  Counts  with  maximums  of  13  on  May 
20,  1990  and  four  on  May  15,  1977.  A  review  of  "Noteworthy  Records"  since  Beardslee  and  Mitchell's 
publication  reveals  only  seven  records  of  more  than  two  individuals.  The  highest  counts  were  six  on  the 
Allegheny  Reservoir,  May  17,  1970  by  R.  Sundell  and  five  at  Olcott  on  Lake  Ontario,  November  23,  1975  by  D. 
Freeland.  From  this  data  it  appears  that  our  observations  of  227  and  181  Red-throated  Loons  on  the  eleventh  and 
fourteenth  of  November,  respectively,  are  not  only  records  for  the  B.O.S.  study  area  but  are  much  greater  than  the 
previous  high  count  of  125  and  surpass  by  an  order  of  magnitude  all  other  significant  counts! 

What  is  intriguing  about  our  observations,  however,  is  that  they  may  not  be  that  unusual.  Bull  ( 1985)  and 
quarterly  reports  in  The  Kingbird  since  Summer  1984  indicate  that  this  species  has  occurred  in  much  larger 
numbers  off  eastern  Orleans  and  Monroe  Counties,  outside  the  B.O.S.  study  area  but  within  50  miles  east  of 
where  we  made  our  observations.  Bull  gives  a  record  of  500  off  Webster  Park  in  Monroe  County  on  April  14, 
1952  by  Kemnitzer.  In  The  Kingbird  (Winter,  1987)  there  is  a  count  of  1008  at  Hamlin  Beach  State  Park, 
November  28,  1986  and  an  extraordinary  total  of  over  2000  on  October  31,  1989  by  W.  Listman  (Winter,  1990). 
These  two  counts  were  within  eleven  miles  of  Point  Breeze,  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  B.O.S.  study  area. 
The  only  other  reports  that  I  have  found  which  are  higher  than  227  come  from  Brett  Ewald  (personal 
communication).  Brett  has  been  conducting  a  daily  waterfowl  count  this  autumn  at  Hamlin  Beach  State  Park.  On 
November  10,  1993  his  count  for  this  species  was  over  1200.  A  few  days  later  the  Hamlin  watch  recorded  1390! 
It  was  Ewald's  telephone  report  on  the  evening  of  the  tenth  which  alerted  me  to  the  possibility  of  seeing  a 
significant  number  of  Red-throated  Loons  in  the  B.O.S.  region.  And  my  high  count  occurred  the  next  day. 
While  I  do  not  suggest  that  large  flights  of  Red-throated  Loons  occur  on  a  regular  basis,  I  do  believe  they 
occur  more  frequently  than  have  been  recorded  in  the  B.O.S.  area. 

It  is  interesting  to  probe  further  into  the  statewide  status  of  Red-throated  Loon  and,  in  particular,  its  status 
along  the  New  York  side  of  Lake  Ontario.  Bull  (1985)  calls  it  a  "common  to  locally  abundant  migrant  on  Lake 
Ontario  and  on  the  ocean.  Highly  variable  in  numbers,  though  scarce  at  times.  Usually  rare  on  the  smaller  lakes." 
This  seems  to  agree  with  The  Birds  of  Monroe  County,  New  York  (Genesee  Ornithological  Society,  1985)  which 
states  that  the  Red-throated  Loon  is  a  "regular,  common  to  very  common  (sometimes  abundant)  spring  and  fall 
transient."  However,  records  from  The  Kingbird  Regions  5  and  6,  located  at  the  southeast  and  east  ends  of  Lake 
Ontario,  respectively,  indicate  that  the  maximum  count  in  those  areas  is  only  16,  recorded  on  November  6,  1984 
at  Derby  Hill  in  Oswego  County. 

In  summary,  records  show  that  in  the  B.O.S.  study  area  the  Red-throated  Loon  is  a  rare  to  uncommon 
migrant  though  sporadically  very  common.  Although  Beardslee  and  Mitchell  (1965)  indicate  that  April  is  when  the 
species  may  be  common,  it  appears  that  autumn  is  when  the  largest  numbers  occur.  In  The  Kingbird  Region  2, 
the  species  is  uncommon  to  abundant.  In  The  Kingbird  Region  5  it  is  rare  to  uncommon,  and  in  The  Kingbird 
Region  6  it  is  rare. 

In  an  attempt  to  answer  the  question,  "Why  is  this  species  apparently  so  much  more  numerous  in  the 
Rochester  Region?",  I  list  the  following  as  possible  contributing  factors: 

1)  the  Red-throated  Loons  migrate  closer  to  shore  in  Region  2. 

2)  Region  2  has  better  observation  points  which  project  further  out  into  Lake  Ontario. 

3)  Region  2  observers  spend  more  time  observing  on  Lake  Ontario  than  B.O.S.  area  birders.  (This 

is  commonly  referred  to  as  "observer  effort".) 

I  believe  that  the  distance  at  which  these  loons  migrate  off  shore  has  much  to  do  with  the  paucity  of 
records  of  large  numbers  in  the  B.O.S.  region.  While  observing  on  November  11  and  14,  1993  it  became 
apparent  to  me  that  the  Red-throated  Loons  were  flying  further  out  than  the  Common  Loons.  At  our  first 
observation  point  at  Quaker  Road  on  the  eleventh  it  took  me  several  minutes  before  I  found  the  "flight  line"  of 
the  Red-throated  Loon.  It  was  necessary  to  use  the  telescope  in  order  to  keep  finding  the  birds.  The  few 
individuals  that  we  saw  in  the  water  were  also  further  out  than  the  Common  Loons.  Brett  Ewald  (personal 
communication)  has  told  me  that  he,  too,  has  observed  this  phenomenon.  If  this  is  a  consistent  occurrence,  then 
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it  could  mean  that  this  species  is  often  missed  because  it  Hies  so  far  off-shore.  Thus,  if  for  some  reason  in  Region 
2  it  is  migrating  closer  to  shore  than  in  the  B.O.S.  region,  this  could  help  explain  why  the  Rochester  area  records 
so  many  more  than  the  neighboring  regions.  For  the  same  reason  that  Braddock  Bay  records  many  more  raptors 
than  the  B.O.S.  region  does  along  Lake  Ontario,  I  believe  the  answer,  in  part,  may  lie  in  the  orientation  of  the 
shoreline.  In  Region  2  the  generally  west-east  shoreline  of  the  lake  which  characterizes  the  B.O.S.  region  start  to 
cut  inland  in  a  southeasterly  direction  at  Hamlin  Beach  State  Park  and  continues  to  do  so  all  the  way  to 
Irondequoit  Bay.  In  spring  the  raptors,  which  are  flying  east,  hit  Lake  Ontario  west  of  Braddock  Bay  and  since 
they  are  reluctant  to  fly  over  water  they  are  funneled  by  the  shoreline  and  become  more  concentrated  over  the 
hawk-watch.  In  the  same  way  the  loons  which  are  headed  west  are  reluctant  to  fly  near  land  and  they,  in  turn,  are 
more  concentrated  at  points  west  of  Irondequoit  Bay.  Hamlin  Beach  State  Park  juts  out  slightly  into  the  lake 
which  helps  to  get  the  observer  even  closer  to  the  birds.  This  combination,  I  believe,  helps  to  make  this  park  an 
excellent  location  for  recording  the  loon  migration. 

It  is  also  likely  that  Rochester  birders  spend  more  time  looking  over  Lake  Ontario  than  do  birders  in  the 
B.O.S.  region.  Since  Rochester  is  located  on  the  lake  and  since  there  is  a  relatively  large  area  of  park  land  along 
the  shore,  it  is  only  natural  that  the  birders  there  would  be  drawn  to  the  lake.  On  the  other  hand  Buffalo  is  some 
30  miles  from  Lake  Ontario  so  birders  there  are  more  likely  to  go  to  places  like  the  north  shore  of  Lake  Erie,  the 
Niagara  River,  or  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge.  This  observer  effort  may  be  the  most  important  reason  to 
explain  the  difference  in  sightings  of  the  Red-throated  Loon.  Indeed,  although  the  first  two  reasons  listed  may 
be  very  important,  they  do  not  explain  the  record  of  500  at  Webster  Park  cited  by  Bull.  Webster  would  seem  to 
be  a  location  where  westward  flying  loons  should  fly  further  out  as  the  shoreline  there  runs  in  a  west- southwest 
to  east-northeast  direction. 

An  obvious  question  from  this  study  is,  why  are  the  loons  migrating  west?  Very  few  loons  winter 
on  the  Great  Lakes.  Yet,  they  are  numerous  at  that  time  on  both  coasts  of  North  America  Where  are  they  going? 
Since  they  are  headed  west  it  seems  plausible  that  more  could  collect  as  they  proceed  west.  This  would  imply  that 
the  potential  for  the  largest  numbers  may  be  in  the  B.O.S.  region  or  further  west  near  Hamilton,  Ontario. 
William  Smith  (personal  communication)  has  informed  me  that  around  the  time  I  was  recording  large  numbers  of 
Red-throated  Loons  he  counted  190  moving  west  at  Hamilton  Bay.  Although  Red-throated  Loons  are  rarely 
reported  inland  the  westward  flying  loons  seen  by  Smith  would  soon  reach  the  end  of  the  lake  and  since  they 
were  not  seen  returning  east  they  probably  proceeded  along  an  overland  route.  Although  Smith's  count  is 
significant  it  is  only  a  small  percentage  of  the  numbers  seen  at  Hamlin  Beach  and  it  cannot  be  assumed  that  all  the 
loons  follow  the  same  route.  Still,  it  does  not  seem  like  the  loons  are  turning  around  on  Lake  Ontario  and 
heading  east  as  my  observations  and  those  of  the  Hamlin  Beach  lake  watchers  indicate  that  nearly  all  are  moving 
west.  And  yet,  there  are  no  records  of  significant  numbers  between  the  Town  of  Somerset  and  Hamilton.  Could 
some  possibly  be  turning  around  and  migrating  east  further  out  on  the  lake  where  they  cannot  be  seen?  If  so, 
this  would  seem  to  be  a  large  expenditure  of  energy  with  no  apparent  benefits. 

To  answer  these  questions  we  need  more  records  of  migrating  Red-throated  Loons  from  points  west  of 
Somerset  or  from  the  north  shore  of  Lake  Ontario,  including  the  direction  of  flight.  Several  people  have  told  me 
that  they  do  not  believe  they  could  identify  a  distant  Red-throated  Loon  in  flight.  With  some  experience  at 
studying  the  loon  and  waterfowl  migration  on  Lake  Ontario,  however,  it  is  really  not  that  difficult.  The  first  step 
is  to  distinguish  loons  from  the  other  migrating  birds.  The  difference  in  the  speed  of  the  wingbeat  can  be  detected 
even  at  enormous  distances.  Ducks  flap  much  more  quickly  than  loons,  gulls  much  more  slowly.  The  loon's 
distinctive  shape  of  heavy  body,  long  head  and  neck,  and  trailing  feet  can  be  recognized  quite  easily  at  fair 
distances.  Cormorants  are  probably  the  most  similar  in  shape  to  loons  but  they  are  much  darker  overall,  appearing 
quite  uniform.  To  separate  the  Red-throated  from  the  Common  Loon,  observers  should  look  for  the  Red- 
throated's  relatively  smaller  slimmer  head  and  neck  and  slightly  faster  wingbeat.  In  the  autumn  another  very 
good  mark  is  the  much  whiter  head  and  neck  of  the  Red-throated  Loon.  At  a  great  distance  the  head  and  neck  of 
the  winter-plumaged  Red-throated  Loon  tends  to  "disappear"  while  the  head  and  neck  of  a  Common  Loon  remains 
visible.  Some  words  of  caution  concerning  apparent  size:  unless  you  have  a  direct  comparison  between  the  two 
species,  apparent  size  can  be  notoriously  deceiving,  especially  at  great  distances.  It  is  much  safer  to  use  relative 
size,  such  as  the  Red- throated's  relatively  smaller  head  and  neck  mentioned  above.  Watching  the  Red-  throated 
Loon  migration  over  the  lake  is  much  like  hawk-watching  when  the  hawks  are  specks  in  the  sky;  there  are  two 
very  big  differences,  however.  First,  the  loons  are  at  a  constant  height,  eye-level,  which  enables  the  observer  to 
relax,  save  one's  neck,  and  more  quickly  find  the  birds.  Second,  it  is  much  easier  to  use  a  scope  on  the  loons, 
which  is  essential  for  identification. 
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One  location  in  the  B.O.S.  region  where  an  observer  should  be  able  to  get  much  closer  to  the  flight  line  of 
the  loons  is  at  Port  Weller,  Ontario  at  the  terminus  of  the  Welland  Canal.  Two  man-made  peninsulas,  one  on 
either  side  of  the  canal,  just  over  a  mile  out  into  Lake  Ontario.  A  long  walk  is  necessary  to  reach  the  end  but  if 
one  picked  the  right  day  it  could  prove  to  be  fruitful.  The  experiences  of  Brett  Ewald  and  myself  this  fall  have 
shown  that  the  loons  will  often  fly  on  a  southwest  wind.  Lighter  winds  appear  to  be  more  favorable  than  strong 
winds.  At  Hamlin  Beach  Common  Loons  were  recorded  migrating  throughout  October  and  November  with  peak 
counts  occurring  around  the  third  week  of  October.  Red-throated  Loons  were  first  seen  in  mid-October  and  were 
recorded  throughout  November  with  the  peak  occurring  during  the  second  week  in  November.  It  is  the  opinion 
of  the  Rochester  birders  that  the  spring  is  less  productive  for  loon  flights  and  that  big  flight  days  occur  less 
frequently  and  in  much  smaller  numbers.  However,  it  is  still  possible  to  see  a  significant  flight  in  the  spring, 
particularly  in  April.  The  direction  of  flight  at  that  time  as  well  as  the  most  favorable  winds  are  still  unknown  to 
me. 
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SUBMISSION  OF  BIRD  SIGHTING  RECORDS 


The  following  information  is  intended  for  anyone  who  currently  submits  their  bird  sightings  for  inclusion 
in  "Noteworthy  Records"  or  anyone  who  would  like  to.  As  most  members  are  aware  the  "Noteworthy  Records" 
are  a  compilation  of  "noteworthy"  bird  sightings  which  are  printed  monthly  in  The  Prothonotary.  How  a  sighting 
is  determined  to  be  "noteworthy"  is  described  further  along  in  this  note. 

What  to  Include 

1)  Please  include  the  following  information  with  each  sighting:  species,  subspecies  if  appropriate,  date, 
number  of  individuals,  location  (you  can  be  as  specific  as  you  want  but  please  include  the  name  of  the  city,  town, 
or  village),  and  observers'  names. 

2)  The  format  for  sending  in  records  is  up  to  you.  However,  you  can  make  my  job  as  the  Compiler  a 
little  easier  by  using  the  same  format  that  appears  in  the  "Noteworthy  Records".  That  is,  from  left  to  right: 
species,  date,  number,  location,  observer(s). 

3)  If  you  submit  several  sightings  it  is  helpful  if  you  put  all  sightings  of  the  same  species  together.  This 
enables  me  to  quickly  determine  what  might  be  "noteworthy"  without  having  to  leaf  through  all  your  other 
sightings  for  that  species.  This  suggestion  may  inconvenience  some  people  who  currently  submit  records  by  date- 
order.  If  it  is  a  great  inconvenience,  then  please  do  not  worry  about  it.  I  would  rather  have  the  records  than  to 
have  someone  not  submit  them  because  it  is  a  bother. 
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What  Qualifies  a  Sighting  to  be  a  "Noteworthy  Record"? 

It  is  not  essential  to  know  this  but  many  people  like  to  have  a  general  idea  of  what  to  send  in.  A 
"Noteworthy  Record"  is  essentially  chosen  from  the  following  categories. 

1)  First,  second,  and  last  migrants.  Do  not  try  to  guess  whether  or  not  your  sighting  will  qualify  as  one 
of  these.  If  there  is  the  slightest  chance,  include  it. 

2)  Uncommon  and  rare  migrants  and  residents.  You  might  be  surprised  to  learn  how  many  of  those  other 
birders  who  also  saw  that  "good"  bird  will  not  report  it  -  perhaps  all  of  them.  It  is  always  better  to  receive  lots  of 
records  of  the  same  bird  than  to  get  none  at  all.  If  I  am  beginning  to  sound  like  a  broken  record,  then  that  is  good 
-  you  have  been  paying  attention  all  these  years. 

3)  Species  of  irregular  occurrence.  Some  species  are  rarely  seen  or  not  seen  at  all  during  some  years  but 
are  seen  much  more  frequently  during  other  years.  The  winter  finches  are  a  prime  example.  Report  all  of  these. 
The  individual  records  may  or  may  not  make  it  into  the  "Noteworthy  Records"  but  I  will  often  include  a  summary 
of  records. 

4)  High  numbers  of  any  species.  If  it  seems  like  a  lot,  submit  it.  If  it  is  a  real  lot,  you  may  wish  to 
include  a  verification  report.  If  you  are  not  sure  that  a  "write-up"  is  warranted,  just  ask  the  Compiler  or  the 
Statisticians. 

Verification  Reports 

1)  A  verification  report  must  be  included  for  those  sightings  which  the  B.O.S.  Verification  Date  Guide 
1991  indicates.  Obviously,  any  species  not  in  the  Date  Guide  as  well  as  an  unusually  high  or  unprecedented 
number  of  a  species  also  requires  verification. 

2)  The  "B.O.S.  Verification  Form  for  Unusual  Records",  printed  in  the  back  of  the  Date  Guide,  is  the 
suggested  format  for  submitting  your  "write-ups".  When  using  this  form  (or  any  form  for  that  matter)  pay 
particular  attention  to  number  12,  which  I  repeat  here:  "  12.  Thorough  and  detailed  description  of  exactly  what  you 
saw  in  the  field,  giving  size,  shape  and  color  pattern  of  the  bird  and  all  its  parts,  including  plumage,  beak  and 
legs:".  The  underlines  are  my  emphasis.  The  number  one  reason  for  rejecting  a  verification  report  is  not  because 
the  sighting  is  disbelieved  but,  rather,  it  is  because  of  an  inadequate  description.  It  may  help  to  try  to  describe  the 
bird  as  if  the  person  reading  your  description  knows  nothing  about  birds.  However,  it  is  okay  to  use  terms  such 
as  primaries,  scapulars,  crown,  etc.  You  should  not  be  intimidated  from  doing  a  "write-up"  since  most  are 
accepted. 

3)  For  an  excellent  discussion  on  documenting  rarities,  see  "How  to  Document  Rare  Birds"  by  D.  L. 
Dittmann  and  G.  W.  Lasley  ( Birding ,  June  1992). 

How  to  Learn  About  Bird  Occurrence  and  Relative  Abundance 

1)  Field  experience.  This  is  the  best  and  most  fun  way  to  learn. 

2)  Old  issues  of  The  Prothonotary. 

3)  Birds  of  the  Niagara  Frontier  Region  by  Clark  S.  Beardslee  and  Harold  D.  Mitchell  (Buffalo  Society 
of  Natural  Sciences,  1965).  Although  the  records  in  this  book  are  over  30  years  old  it  is  still  the  best  reference 
available  and  it  is  excellent. 

4)  The  B.O.S.  Verification  Date  Guide  1991. 

5)  The  Kingbird.  This  quarterly  journal  publishes  records  for  all  of  New  York  State.  Many  of  the 
B.O.S.  "Noteworthy  Records"  are  included. 

6)  Birds  of  New  York  State  by  John  Bull  (Cornell  University  Press,  1985).  To  anyone  interested  in 
New  York  State's  birds,  this  book  is  a  must.  Apparently,  Bull  is  just  starting  to  work  on  a  revised  edition. 

7)  American  Birds.  Published  quarterly  and  also  a  special  "Christmas  Count  Issue"  this  journal  includes 
records  throughout  North  America  with  emphasis  on  the  U.S.  and  Canada.  A  few  of  the  "Noteworthy  Records" 
make  it  into  American  Birds. 

Remarks 

As  I  close  in  on  ten  years  of  compiling  bird  sightings  for  the  B.O.S.,  I  want  to  take  this  opportunity  to 
thank  everyone  who  has  sent  in  records  at  one  time  or  another.  Your  submissions  add  greatly  to  our  knowledge 
of  regional  distribution  and  abundance  and  also  serve  to  make  my  job  interesting.  There  is  a  small  group  of 
dedicated  field  birders  who  are  also  regular  reporters  and  whose  records,  month  after  month,  form  the" basis  of 
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what  "Noteworthy  Records"  are.  To  these  people  I  am  particularly  grateful.  I  encourage  everyone  to  send  in  their 
sightings  -  you  do  not  have  to  be  an  "expert".  As  always,  if  anyone  ever  has  any  questions  about  the  records,  just 
ask  - 1  will  do  my  best  to  answer  them. 

-  Willie  D'Anna,  Compiler 


MEMBERSHIP  NEWS 

Welcome  the  following  New  Associate  Members: 

MikeTurisk 

4071  Fairview  Parkway  . 

Blasdell,  NY  14219 
Tel:  823-0162 
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BOS  MEETINGS 


Apr.  27:  Dave  Cooper  will  offer  slides  and  information  on  his  recent  trip  to  Australia. 

May  11:  Chuck  Rosenburg’s  program  on  grassland  species,  featuring  songs  of  sparrow’s,  will  be  presented. 

May  25:  TBA 

Jun.  8:  The  last  meeting  before  we  break  for  the  summer  will  be  our  annual  picnic  at  Tifft,  beginning  at  6 

p.m.  Birding  at  Tifft  will  follow. 

If  you  would  like  to  present  a  program  or  have  a  suggestion  for  a  speaker  or  a  topic,  please  contact  Michael 
Davis  at  874-2721. 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  1 
through  June  15,  inclusive,  except  for  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December.  Meetings  begin  at 
8:00  p.m.  and  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020  Humbolt  Parkway,  Buffalo,  New  York. 

FIELD  TRIPS 

Apr.  24:  Sunday.  Braddock  Bay  Hawk  Watch.  Meet  at  7:00  A.M.  at  Amherst  Book  World,  0.1  mi.  east  of 

Mam  &  Transit.  We  will  join  the  Rochester  GOS  at  9:30  at  the  Braddock  Bay  Park  Shelter.  Leaders: 
Mike  Zebehazy  (662-6987)  and  Bob  Spahn  (GOS). 

May  7-8:  Saturday  and  Sunday.  Presque  Isle-Pymatuning  Weekend.  Contact  Mary  Savile  (662-5215)  for 

details  and  reservations  for  the  Saturday  night  dinner  and  program. 

May  8:  Sunday.  Tifft  Nature  Preserve.  Meet  at  7:00  A.M.  in  the  Tifft  parking  lot.  This  is  a  half-day  trip  for 

warblers.  Leader:  TBA. 

May  15:  Sunday.  BOS  May  Bird  Count. 
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May  20-22:  Friday-Sunday.  Cape  May  Spring  Weekend  of  New  Jersey  Audubon  Society.  See  100,00 
shorebirds  eating  horseshoe  crab  eggs.  Cost  $240.  Reserve  by  April  30.  For  details  call  Bill  Burch. 

May  22:  Sunday.  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie  for  warblers  and  shorebirds.  Meet  at  6:00  A. M.  at  Vermont  & 

Busti  or  6:15  at  first  parking  lot  (0.6  mi.)  upstream  from  the  Peace  Bridge.  Leader:  Richard  Bvron, 
(662-4783). 

Jun.  1:  Wednesday.  Whip-Poor-Will  trip  and  Chinese  Dinner.  Meet  at  6:00  P.M.  at  Vermont  &  Busti.  We 

will  eat  at  the  Lotus  Garden  in  Pt.  Colborne,  Ontario,  then  proceed  to  Wilson  Road,  which  is  4 
miles  west  of  town  on  Hwy.  3.  Non-eaters  can  meet  us  at  the  restaurant  about  7:30.  Call  the  leader, 
Mike  Galas  (693-4892)  for  dinner  reservations.  The  restaurant  is  at  182  West  Street  on  the  West 
bank  of  the  Welland  Canal.  It  is  about  a  block  south  of  the  southmost  canal  bridge,  that  being  on 
Clarence  St.  They  will  offer  us  a  variety  of  combination  plates  at  about  $5.00. 


Jun.  18:  Saturday.  Afternoon  trip  to  Iroquois  NWR  to  see  Prothonotary  Warbler.  Meet  at  5:00  P.M.  at 

(former)  Amherst  Book  World,  0. 1  mile  east  of  Main  &  Transit,  or  at  6:00  on  Sour  Springs  Road 
where  it  crosses  Oak  Orchard  Creek.  Leader:  Dick  Collins  (683-3699). 


Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Trip  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a  -Bird  (716)  896-1271. 


To  report  sightings,  call  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  896-5200. 


Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler: 
Mr.  William  D’Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Drive  Extension,  Niagara  Falls,  NY  14304. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer:  Jane  Heyer,  296  Westchester  Blvd.,  Kenmore,  NY 
14217  Tel.  (875-3318). 

Back  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  @  $0.50  per  copy. 

Editor:  Charles  D.  Halvorsen,  212  Main  Street,  West  Seneca,  NY  14224. 
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Although  the  weather  in  March  was  seasonal  with  no  extreme  temperature  readings  on  either  end  of  the 
thermometer,  the  ice-jammed  eastern  basin  of  Lake  Erie  and  frozen  smaller  lakes  and  ponds  remained  throughout 
the  period  as  grim  reminders  of  the  severity  of  the  winter  of  1993-94  on  the  Niagara  Frontier.  At  the  end  of 
March,  81  percent  of  the  eastern  basin  of  Lake  Erie  was  still  covered  with  ice;  at  that  time  the  U.S.  Army  Corps  of 
Engineers  reported  that  the  ice  field  extended  from  Port  Maitland,  Ontario  to  the  mouth  of  the  Niagara  River  on  the 
north  shore  of  Lake  Erie  and  from  the  Pennsylvania  state  line  to  Buffalo  on  the  south  shore.  It  was  estimated  that 
this  ice  pack  covered  1600  square  miles!  (In  contrast,  on  Apnl  1,  1993  the  lake’s  eastern  basin  had  only  580 
square  miles  of  ice  covering  29  percent  of  its  surface  -  data  as  recorded  in  Buffalo  News  on  April  3,  1993.) 
Snowfall  as  measured  at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport  in  March  totaled  13.2  inches,  2.9  inches  above 
normal,  largely  the  result  of  general  snow  accumulation  exceeding  eight  inches  on  the  ground  on  the  9th  and  10th 
during  squall  activity  on  the  16th.  In  the  Southern  Tier  counties,  snowfall  was  higher  and  temperatures  colder. 
Vivian  Pitznck  writes  that  in  the  Town  of  Alfred  in  Allegany  County,  ice  fishermen  were  still  on  Amity  Lake  on 
March  3 1st  and  they  estimated  that  the  ice  on  that  lake  was  still  18  inches  thick  at  a  time  when  it  is  usually  ice-free. 

The  average  temperature  in  March  was  33.4°(F),  only  .4°  below  normal  for  the  period;  total  precipitation 
measured  2.61  inches,  .7  inches  below  normal.  The  only  significant  rainfall  at  Buffalo  was  measured  at  .57 
inches  in  an  all-day  rain  on  March  21st  followed  by  three  days  of  above  average  temperatures  culminating  with  a 
high  reading  of  67°(F)  on  the  24th.  This  rainfall  and  the  subsequent  snow  melt  caused  some  local 
flooding.(Meteorological  data  as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport) 

But  frozen  ponds  and  wetlands  did  not  deter  the  waterfowl  migration.  Vivian  Pitzrick  reported  the  first 
migrant  Canada  Geese,  two  flocks  of  150  and  200  birds  over  Amity  Township  in  Allegany  County  on  March  7th 
and  three  flocks  of  100,  75,  and  130  birds  over  Scio  in  that  county  on  that  date.  Paul  Caldwell,  a  wildlife  biologist 
at  the  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  in  Orleans  County  advised  the  writer  that  it  was  difficult  to  determine  first 
arrival  dates  for  returning  waterfowl  this  year  because  the  absence  of  open  water  on  the  refuge  compelled  most  of 
the  birds  to  fly  over  to  Lake  Ontario  or  other  areas.  However,  by  March  12th,  following  three  days  of  above 
average  daytime  temperatures,  the  thaw  had  progressed  enough  to  attract  a  number  of  ducks,  geese  and  swans  to 
the  Oak  Orchard  area  wetlands.  The  bird  of  the  month,  the  Greater  White-fronted  Goose,  Anser  albifrons 
flavirostris  is  a  rare  migrant  in  our  study  area  although  one  or  two  individuals  have  been  reported  almost  annually 
in  the  past  several  years  in  the  wetlands  east  of  Buffalo  and  the  Lake  Ontario  shore  during  spring  migration.  On 
March  13th,  a  very  early  date  of  occurrence,  Bert  Schweigert  observed  this  goose  feeding  with  a  mixed  Hock  of 
Canada  Geese  and  Tundra  Swans  in  a  hay  field  on  Mill  Street  outside  of  the  village  of  South  Dayton  in 
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Cattaraugus  County.  On  March  26th,  Debbie  and  Dave  Suggs  found  four  of  these  geese  among  several  thousand 
Canada  Geese  in  a  "flooded  pasture  on  N.Y.  Route  93  in  the  Town  of  Nevvstead  in  Erie  County;  on  the  following 
day,  Peter  Yoerg  and  Barbara  Henderson  reported  a  White-fronted  Goose  standing  on  the  ice  at  Ring-neck  Marsh 
on  the  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  in  the  company  of  a  Hock  of  Canada  Geese  and  a  blue  morph  of  the 
Snow  Goose.  In  all  of  these  sightings,  the  diagnostic  white  ring  between  the  eye  and  the  base  of  the  orange  bill, 
the  orange  legs  and  feet,  and  black  barring  on  the  lower  breast  and  belly  of  the  birds  were  clearly  visible. 

In  the  buffalo  area,  the  traditional  gathering  place  for  the  hawk-watchers  among  us  to  witness  the  spring 
passage  of  raptors  is  the  entrance  road  to  the  Lakeside  Cemetery  in  the  Town  of  Hamburg  which  provides  a  scenic 
lookout  to  record  those  birds  migrating  down  the  south  shore  of  Lake  Erie  before  flying  east  to  the  Lake  Ontario 
shore.  This  month,  on  ten  days  between  March  8th  and  March  31st,  Frances  Rew  and  Barbara  Walker  shared 
duties  as  unofficial  recorders  of  a  flight  which  by  month’s  end  totaled  2000  birds  of  eight  species.  Maximum 
counts  were  767  birds  on  March  22nd  including  an  adult  Bald  Eagle,  134  Red-shouldered  Hawks,  256  Red-tailed 
Hawks,  and  eight  Cooper’s  Hawks;  544  birds  on  March  23rd  included  an  adult  Bald  Eagle,  106  Red-shouldered 
Hawks,  and  121  Red-tails.  On  March  31st,  a  number  of  observers  gathered  at  the  cemetery  entrance  road  were 
disappointed  with  the  few  raptors  they  saw  but  thrilled  at  the  sight  of  long  skeins  of  Tundra  Swans  passing 
overhead  in  a  cloudless  blue  sky,  bugling  loudly  as  they  proceeded  in  a  westerly  direction  towards  ice-choked 
Long  Point  Bay  on  the  north  shore  of  Lake  Ene,  an  ancestral  stopover  for  these  birds  on  their  way  north.  Between 
10:00  a.m.  and  2:00  p.m.,  1,238  swans  were  counted  and  many  more  were  descried  in  flocks  too  distant  to  be 
tallied. 

Walter  Listman,  in  submitting  his  list  of  raptor  sightings  on  the  south  shore  of  Lake  Ontario  in  March, 
made  an  interesting  observation  on  the  movement  of  these  birds  upon  reaching  the  shore  where  he  records  them  at 
Lakeside  Beach  State  Park  in  the  Town  of  Yates  in  Orleans  County  and  at  Point  Breeze,  the  eastern  boundary  of 
our  study  area  in  the  Town  of  Carleton  in  that  county.  Listman  stated  that  on  March  21st  he  saw  four  species  of 
hawks  and  60  Tundra  Swans  fly  in  a  westerly  direction  along  Lake  Ontario  on  southeast  winds  of  10-20  m.p.h. 
However,  on  the  23rd  and  the  24th  af  Point  Breeze  he  observed  eight  species  of  raptors  including  a  Bald  Eagle 
flying  in  an  easterly  direction  along  that  shore  on  southwest  winds  varying  from  12  to  20  m.p.h.  and  20  to  40 
m.p.h.  on  those  respective  days.  Wind  direction  and  velocity  may  be  a  factor  in  determining  how  migration  routes 
divide  at  Lake  Ontario  when  hawks  reach  that  body  of  water. 

Finally,  on  March  13th,  Debbie  and  Dave  Suggs  found  an  adult  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  resting  on  the 
ice  of  the  Niagara  River  shoreline  at  Beaver  Island  State  Park  on  Grand  Island  in  the  company  of  A  mixed  Hock  of 
several  hundred  Ring-billed,  Hemng  and  Greater  Black-backed  Gulls.  They  described  the  mantle  of  this  bird  as 
“almost  as  black”  as  that  of  the  Greater  Black-backs  with  which  it  was  associated  in  contrast  to  the  lighter,  grayish 
mantle  of  the  western  European  race  of  this  land,  Larus  fuscus  graelisii  usually  seen  in  eastern  North  America. 
They  speculated  as  to  the  possibility  that  it  was  of  the  nominate  race,  L.  fuscus  fuscus. 

Joseph  F.  Thill 

NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed  wntten  venfication 
according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (B.O.S.  1991)  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(0  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area. 


Name  of  Bird 

Mar. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Common  Loon 

14 

ov  er  Hamburg  Twp. 

Rew 

26 

2 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Roberson 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

24F 

1 

Buffalo 

Davis 
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Name  of  Bird 

Mar. 

Number 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

27 

1 

Homed  Grebe 

6,26 

14,24 

tt 

13 

5 

Red-necked  Grebe 

6,12,26 

1 

44 

8 

1 

44 

13,20,23 

4,3,3 

44 

20 

5 

44 

21 

12 

44 

26 

1 

44 

26 

15 

44 

27 

8 

Bl.-cr.  Night-Heron 

2-24 

1-2 

Tundra  Swan 

13 

44 

44 

13 

340 

44 

13 

22 

44 

13 

50 

44 

31 

1238 

*Gr.  White-fr.  Goose 

13 

1 

A. a.  flavirostis 

26 

4 

Gr.  White-fr.  Goose 

27 

1 

Snow  Goose 

6 

1  white 

44 

19,23 

8,36 

44 

20 

2  white 

44 

26 

"  1  blue 

44 

26 

1 

44 

26,27 

18 

Wood  Duck 

12 

o 

44 

23 

4 

44 

23 

2 

44 

23 

1 

*Green-winged  Teal 

20F 

2 

44 

23 

7 

Northern  Pintail 

26 

254 

*Blue-winged  Teal 

23F 

1 

44 

26 

1 

44 

26 

1 

*  Northern  Shoveler 

25F 

15 

44 

26 

22 

44 

27 

6 

Gad  wall 

24F 

2 

44 

26 

2 

American  Wigeon 

13 

5 

44 

23 

10 

44 

23 

15 

Canvasback 

13 

2000 

44 

26 

3 

Redhead 

13 

250 

Greater  Scaup 

27 

2 

Harlequin  Duck 

6 

1 

Oldsquaw 

26 

14 

Surf  Scoter 

27F 

2 

White-winged  Scoter 

23 

1 

Hooded  Merganser 

12 

2 

Location 

Observer 

Lime  Lake 

Schweigert 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

D  &  D  Suggs 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Rew,  Domhaffer 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Suggs  .WatsonMorgante 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Turisk 

Niag.-on-the-Lake 

Bellerby 

Royal  ton  Twp. 

Watson,  Jones(BOS) 

Yates  Twp. 

D’Anna 

Conewango  Valley  WMA 

Schweigert 

Buffalo 

Brock 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Salamanca 

Baird 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

D  &  D  Suggs 

over  Eggertsville 

D  &  D  Suggs 

over  Hamburg  Twp. 

Rew  et  al 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Newstead  Twp. 

D  &  D  Suggs 

Iroquois  NWR 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Salamanca  Twp. 

Baird 

Yates  Twp. 

D’  Anna  et  al 

Somerset  Twp. 

Benham 

Iroquois  NWR 

Benham 

Royal  ton  Twp. 

Watson,  Jones(BOS) 

Carol  ton  Twp. 

Watson,  Janes(BOS) 

Iroquois  NWR 

Galas 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Y ates  T wp. 

Potter,  D’Anna 

Beaver  Is.  S.P. 

Morgan  te 

Salamanca 

Schweigert 

Y  ates  T wp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Royal  ton  Twp. 

Watson,  Jones(BOS) 

Y  ates  T  wp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Newstead  Twp. 

Watson,  Jones(BOS) 

Iroquois  NWR 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Holmes(EABC) 

Royal  ton  Twp. 

Watson,  Jones(BOS) 

Conewango  Valley  WMA 

Schweigert 

Buffalo 

Davis 

Newstead  Twp. 

Morgan  te 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

D  &  D  Suggs 

Beaver  Is.  S.P. 

Morgan  te 

Somerset  &  Y ates 

D’Anna,  Potter 

upper  Niagara  River 

D  &  D  Suggs 

Royal  ton  Twp. 

Watson,  Jones(BOS) 

Beaver  IS.  S.P. 

D  &  D  Suggs 

Conewango  Valley  WMA 

Schweigert 

Fort  Ene,  Ont. 

Watson 

Cattaraugus  Co. 

Baird 

Port  Weller,  Ont. 

D’Anna 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Morgante 

Iroquois  NWR 

Galas 
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Name  of  Bird 

Mar. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Hooded  Merganser 

12 

2 

Williamsville 

Yoerg 

Turkev  Vulture 

10 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

U  oo 

,23,24 

347,296,285 

over  Hamburg 

Rew  et  al 

Bald  Eagle 

5 

1  imm. 

Fort  Erie  S.P. 

Potter,  D’Anna 

(4 

12 

1  ad. 

Y ates  T wp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

19 

1  ad.,1  imm. 

Queenston,  Ont. 

Bellerby 

44 

22,23 

1  ad.,1  ad. 

over  Hamburg  Twp. 

Rew  et  al 

44 

26 

2  ad.,1  imm. 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

Baird 

44 

26 

1 

Portland  Twp. 

Rew 

44 

26 

1  ad. 

Tona wanda  WMA 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

27 

1  imm. 

Iroquois  NWR 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

*  Northern  Goshawk 

14 

1 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Rew 

44 

26 

1 

Y ates  T wp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

11 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

44 

22  23 

134,106 

over  Hamburg  Twp. 

Rew  et  al 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

03 

256,121 

over  Hamburg  Twp. 

Rew  et  al 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

5-27 

5  max. 

4  loc.  in  Catt.  Co. 

Schweigert 

44 

6 

16 

Yates  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

13 

12 

Otto  &  E.  Otto 

Galas  et  al 

44 

20 

3 

Cold  Spring  Twp. 

Baird 

American  Coot 

12 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Galas 

44 

27 

1 

Conewango  Valley  WMA 

Schweigert 

^Greater  Yellowlegs 

26F 

1 

Randolph  Twp. 

Baird 

^Common  Snipe 

26F 

6 

N.  Collins  Twp. 

Turisk 

44 

31 

4 

Cattaraugus  Co. 

Baird 

*Amencan  Woodcock 

20F 

1 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

22 

1 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Turisk 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

3  IF 

20 

Cattaraugus  Co. 

Baird 

L.  Black-b.  Gull 

13 

1 

Beaver  Is.  S.P. 

D  &  D  Suggs 

Glaucous  Gull 

5 

1 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 

D’Anna 

44 

19 

1 

Niag.-on-the-Lake 

Bellerby 

Long-eared  Owl 

5 

1 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 

Potter 

“  14,23,24 

2  1  1 

Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

Potter 

Short- eared  Owl 

29 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

Hess 

*Nor.  Saw-w.Owl  23F, 

,24,30 

2  1  1 

Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

Potter 

*  Red- headed  Wdpkr. 

21 

1 

Lakeside  Beach  S.P. 

Listman 

*  Eastern  Phoebe 

23F 

1 

Buckhom  Is.  S.P. 

Morgante 

44 

23F 

2 

Amity  Lake 

Pitznck 

44 

23  F 

1 

Wheatfield  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

*Tree  Swallow 

23F 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

44 

24 

9 

Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

Potter 

44 

24 

1 

Hamburg  Twp. 

D’Anna  et  al 

Common  Raven 

7 

2 

Amity  Lake 

Pitznck 

Carolina  Wren 

1-31 

1 

Eden  Valley(f) 

Andrle 

44 

20 

1 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

26 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Galas 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

18F 

0 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

44 

26 

8 

..  Tifft  N.P. 

Galas,  Morgante 

Eastern  Bluebird 

3 

1 

Aurora  Twp. 

Andrle 

Northern  Mockingbird 

26 

1 

Dunkirk 

R  &  C  Budniewski 

Northern  Shrike 

6 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’  Anna,  Potter 

*Rufous-s.  Towhee 

26F 

1 

Times  Beach,  Bflo. 

Galas 

Chipping  Sparrow 

1-21 

1 

Niagara  Falls(f) 

Roberson 
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Name  of  Bird 

Mar. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Fox  Sparrow 

1-6.7-20 

1 

Great  Valley  Twp.(f) 

Schweigert 

Lapland  Longspur 

12 

o 

Freedom  Twp. 

Schweigert 

44 

12 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna 

Snow  Bunting 

o 

60 

Java  Twp. 

Holmes  et  al 

44 

6 

300 

Somerset  Twp. 

D  &  D  Suggs 

44 

12 

850 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

*  Eastern  Meadowlark 

13F 

4 

Otto  Twp. 

Galas  et  al 

44 

13F 

1 

Randolph  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Rusty  Blackbird 

6F 

3 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Pine  Grosbeak 

3 

2 

Aurora  Twp. 

Andrle 

Purple  Finch 

6 

1 

Buffalo(D 

Yoerg 

44 

26 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Common  Redpoll 

1-31 

15  reports 

throughout  WNY 

44 

12 

175 

Clarence  Twp. 

Galas 

Pine  Siskin 

12 

1 

E.  Otto  Twp. 

Watson  et  al 

Evening  Grosbeak 

1-31 

20-60 

Wales  Twp.(f) 

O.  Rosche 

44 

1-31 

1-12 

Amity  Lake 

V  &  R  Pitznck 

44 

13 

9 

E.  Otto  Twp. 

Galas  et  al 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded . 120 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybnds  recorded  this  issue  .  11 

Total  for  year . 131 


'r  *r  *1*  *1* 

MEMBERSHIP  NEWS 

Welcome  the  following  New  Associate  Members: 

Sheldon  &  Linda  Hurwitz 
54  Brandywine  Drive 
Williamsville,  NY  14221 
Tel.  688-7029 

vL#  V 

#T* 

BOS  MEETINGS 


Mav  25:  TBA 

•< 

Jun.  8:  The  last  meeting  before  we  break  for  the  summer  will  be  our  annual  picnic  at  Tifft,  beginning  at  6 

p.m.  Birding  at  Tifft  will  follow. 

If  you  would  like  to  present  a  program  or  have  a  suggestion  for  a  speaker  or  a  topic,  please  contact  Michael 
Davis  at  874-2721. 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  1 
through  June  15,  inclusive,  except  for  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December.  Meetings  begin  at 
7:30  p.m.  and  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020  Humbolt  Parkway,  Buffalo,  New  York. 
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FIELD  TRIPS 


May  15:  Sunday.  BOS  May  Bird  Count. 

May  20-22:  Friday-Sunday.  Cape  May  Spring  Weekend  of  New  Jersey  Audubon  Society.  See  100,00 
shorebirds  eating  horseshoe  crab  eggs.  Cost  $240.  Reserve  by  April  30.  For  details  call  Bill  Burch. 

May  22:  Sunday.  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie  for  warblers  and  shorebirds.  Meet  at  6:00  A.M.  at  Vermont  & 

Busti  or  6: 15  at  first  parking  lot  (0.6  mi.)  upstream  from  the  Peace  Bridge.  Leader:  Richard  Byron, 
(662-4783). 


Jun.  1:  Wednesday.  Whip-Poor-Will  trip  and  Chinese  Dinner.  Meet  at  6:00  P.M.  at  Vermont  &  Busti.  We 

will  eat  at  the  Lotus  Garden  in  Pt.  Colborne,  Ontario,  then  proceed  to  Wilson  Road,  which  is  4 
miles  west  of  town  on  Hwy.  3.  Non-eaters  can  meet  us  at  the  restaurant  about  7:30.  Call  the  leader, 
Mike  Galas  (693-4892)  for  dinner  reservations.  The  restaurant  is  at  182  West  Street  on  the  West 
bank  of  the  Welland  Canal.  It  is  about  a  block  south  of  the  southmost  canal  bridge,  that  being  on 
Clarence  St.  They  will  offer  us  a  variety  of  combination  plates  at  about  $5.00. 


Jun.  18: 

Jul.  24: 
Aug.  1-5: 
Aug.  28: 
Sept.  4: 


Saturday.  Afternoon  trip  to  Iroquois  NWR  to  see  Prothonotary  Warbler.  Meet  at  5:00  P.M.  at 
(former)  Amherst  Book  World,  0. 1  mile  east  of  Main  &  Transit,  or  at  6:00  on  Sour  Springs  Road 
where  it  crosses  Oak  Orchard  Creek.  Leader:  Dick  Collins  (683-3699). 

Sunday.  Canadian  shore  trip.  Meet  at  7:00  A.M.  at  Vermont  &  Busti  or  7: 15  at  first  parking  lot  (0.6 
mi.)  upstream  from  the  Peace  Bridge  on  the  Canadian  side.  Leader:  Richard  Byron,  (662-4783). 

ABA  Regional  Conference  at  Dover  Del.,  for  Delaware  Bayshore.  Reserve  shortly  after  April  22. 
Cost  $495. 

Sunday.  Canadian  shore  trip.  Meet  at  7:00  A.M.  at  Vermont  &  Busti  or  7: 15  at  first  parking  lot  (0.6 
mi.)  upstream  from  the  Peace  Bridge  on  the  Canadian  side. 

Sunday.  Tifft  Nature  Center.  Meet  at  7:30  A.M.  in  the  Tifft  parking  lot  for  a  half-day  trip  for 
warblers  and  shorebirds. 


Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Trip  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 

jjc  #|c  #|c  #|c  9k 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a  -Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings,  call  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  896-5200. 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler: 
Mr.  William  D’ Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Drive  Extension, .Niagara  Falls,  NY  14304. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer:  Jane  Heyer,  296  Westchester  Blvd.,  Kenmore,  NY 
14217  Tel.  (875-3318). 
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THE  MONTH:  April,  1994 

April  was  a  pleasant  month  for  bird  watchers,  in  spite  of  fluctuating  weather  patterns,  with  much  to 
occupy  them  afield.  The  month  began  on  a  mild  note  with  temperatures  reaching  an  unseasonably  warm  68°(F)  on 
the  2nd  only  to  tumble  to  a  low  of  32°(F)  in  the  wake  of  heavy  rain,  turning  to  snow  on  the  following  day,  but 
with  no  accumulation.  However,  on  April  6th  an  all  day  snowfall  measured  3  7  inches  at  Greater  Buffalo 
International  Airport  but  with  up  to  eight  inches  recorded  in  higher  elevations  south  of  Buffalo.  Mild  weather 
returned  on  southwest  winds  on  the  8th  and  the  remainder  of  the  month  was  snow-free.  The  warming  trend 
culminated  with  a  record  high  thermometer  reading  of  87°(F)  on  April  15th  which  was  also  the  warmest  day  ever 
recorded  this  early  in  the  year  in  the  annuls  of  the  local  weather  bureau.  The  balance  of  the  month  was  seasonably 
mild  with  53%  possible  sunshine  and  below'  average  precipitation;  temperatures  exceeded  70°(F)  on  Apnl  25th  and 
27th  and  reached  83°(F)  at  the  International  Airport  on  the  24th  precipitating  a  large  influx  of  early  neo-tropical 
passerine  migrants  into  the  area.  The  average  temperature  for  the  month  was  48.2°(F),  three  degrees  above  normal 
at  Buffalo  although  the  ice-bound  Lake  Erie  shoreline  had  thermometer  readings  as  much  as  15  degrees  lower  than 
inland  areas.  Precipitation  measured  4.02  inches,  mainly  as  heavy  rainfall  on  April  13th,  12th  and  24th,  1.15 
inches  above  average.  (Meteorological  data  as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport.) 

In  April,  the  field  observer’s  attention  becomes  riveted  on  the  spring  passage  of  raptors  which  reaches  its 
apogee  in  the  last  15  days  of  the  month.  Weather  conditions  were  largely  favorable  with  prevailing  southwesterly 
or  west  southwest  winds  on  many  days  presaging  a  good  flight.  Unfortunately,  those  observers  on  the  south 
shore  of  Lake  Erie  were,  for  the  most  part,  profoundly  disappointed  with  the  results  of  their  monitoring  as  the  ice 
in  the  eastern  basin  of  the  lake  created  a  wind  chill  factor  which  apparently  caused  many  of  the  migrants  to  fly 
further  inland  where  few  observers  witnessed  the  flight.  Temperature  readings  at  the  lookout  at  the  Lakeside 
Cemetery  in  the  Town  of  Hamburg  averaged  fifteen  degrees  cooler  than  locations  only  a  few  miles  further  away 
from  the  Lake  Shore  until  the  last  week  of  April  when  only  significant  Broad-wing  flight  of  the  penod  at  that 
location,  893  birds,  was  recorded  on  the  25th  by  Frances  Rew  and  her  party.  In  contrast,  the  Niagara  Peninsula 
Hawkwatch  at  the  Beamer  Point  Conservation  Area  at  Grimsby,  Ontario  enjoyed  a  banner  year  even  allowing  for 
the  fact  volunteers  conduct  a  systematic  count  of  migrating  hawks  and  other  raptors  every  day  at  this  exceptional 
observation  point  on  the  Niagara  Escarpment  from  March  1st  to  the  middle  of  May.  Since  most  of  those  hawks 
that  continue  their  spring  flight  on  the  north  shore  of  Lake  Ontario  move  along  this  escarpment  where  it  nears  the 
lake  plain  east  of  the  Welland  Canal,  they  fly  over  our  study  area,  leaving  it  at  our  western  boundary  at  Grimsby 
Beach  just  2  1/2  miles  east  of  Beamer  Point!  Thus  information  as  to  the  number  of  species  and  individuals  seen  at 
this  conservation  area  are  of  much  interest  to  local  hawk-watchers.  The  writer  is  indebted  to  Ron  Dobos,  the 
compiler  for  the  1994  Niagara  Peninsula  Hawkwatch,  for  the  following  highlights  of  the  season.  It  was  the  fourth 
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highest  total  of  individual  birds  since  the  inception  of  the  count  and  there  were  record  numbers  of  three  species: 
Turkey  Vultures,  3189;  Bald  Eagles,  40  (previous  high  count  -  22!);  Merlins,  23;  Other  highlights  of  the  flight  at 
Grimsby  were  a  Swallow-tail  Kite  and  a  Swainson’s  Hawk  seen  on  April  15th  with  a  second  Swainson’s  Hawk 
on  the  26th.  Six  Golden  Eagles  were  reported  this  year  including  a  late  bird  on  May  10th.  On  the  American  Side 
of  the  Niagara  River  at  Youngstown,  local  observers  report  an  excellent  raptor  flight  in  April  viewed  for  the  most 
part  from  the  toboggan  hill  on  the  right  side  of  the  road  at  the  west  entrance  to  the  Fort  Niagara  State  Park.  It 
deserves  more  attention  next  spring. 

In  an  exciting  month  afield,  pride  of  place  for  most  interesting  find  is  Gordon  Bellerby’s  sighting  of  two 
adult  Black-headed  Gulls  among  a  large  flock  of  lands  flying  by  the  mouth  of  the  Niagara  River  into  lake  Ontano 
at  Niagara-on-the-Lake  late  in  the  afternoon  of  April  20th.  Bellerby,  who  is  familiar  with  this  species  in  Europe, 
picked  the  birds  out  in  a  group  of  Bonaparte’s  Gulls  by  virtue  of  their  larger  size  and  darker  primaries;  both  birds 
were  in  full  summer  plumage.  Other  interesting  records  include  a  White-fronted  Goose  in  the  company  of  six 
Canada  Geese  in  a  flooded  field  off  of  N.Y.  Route  #63  in  the  Town  of  Yates  in  Orleans  county  where  it  was  seen 
my  Mike  Morgante  on  Apnl  8th  and  the  following  day  by  Willie  D’Anna  and  his  party.  On  the  afternoon  of  April 
25th,  Michael  Davis  was  looking  over  the  Mallards  and  American  Wigeons  in  Mirror  Lake  in  the  Forest  Lawn 
Cemetery  in  Buffalo  when  he  noticed  a  wigeon  with  an  orange-brown  head  and  a  white  stripe  from  its  crown 
down  to  its  forehead  and  a  pinkish  buff  breast  which  he  identified  as  a  male  Eurasian  Wigeon,  a  rare  accidental 
straggler  in  the  northeastern  U.S.  Davis  had  never  seen  this  species  before  and  identified  it  from  a  field  guide;  he 
made  the  incidental  observation  that  this  bird  was  making  romantic  overtures  to  a  female  American  Wigeon.  The 
wigeon  was  seen  later  that  day  by  Bob  Brock  and  Bill  Watson.  On  April  9th  Willie  D’Anna  and  his  party  were 
watching  migrating  hawks  on  the  Yates-Carlton  Townline  Road  in  Orleans  County  when  a  large,  dark  buteo  flew 
over,  which  provoked  some  discussion  as  to  whether  it  was  a  Rough-legged  hawk,  dark  phase  with  whitish 
primaries  or  something  else.  The  issue  was  settled  when  a  rufous  colored  tail  revealed  it  to  be  a  melanistic  Red¬ 
tailed  Hawk,  rarely  seen  locally  in  migration  although  D’Anna  learned  later  that  at  least  three  had  been  reported  at 
Braddock’s  Bay  this  month.  Also  on  this  date,  D’Anna  and  his  party  saw  a  large  cruciform  bird  in  flight  over  the 
Yates-Carlton  Townline  Road  which  they  identified  as  an  adult  Sandhill  Crane.  The  Lake  Ontario  shoreline 
continued  to  yield  dividends  for  Willie  D’Anna  when  on  April  30th  he  discovered  a  female  Ruff  (Reeve)  feeding 
in  a  field  on  the  Countyline  Road  in  the  Town  of  Somerset  in  Niagara  county  with  a  flock  of  Pectoral  Sandpipers 
from  which  he  readily  identified  it  by  its  larger  size,  paler  plumage  and  diagnostic  “U”  shaped  white  tail  coverts. 

Finally,  among  the  interesting  species  found  on  the  Society’s  annual  April  Bird  Count  this  year  was  a 
second  Eurasian  Wigeon  in  a  cattail  marsh  at  Genesee  and  Boyce  Roads  in  the  Town  of  Pembroke  in  Genesee 
County.  The  bird,  an  adult  male  was  seen  by  Kathy  and  Tom  Harper  and  again  readily  identifiable  by  its 
diagnostic  “reddish  head  with  yellowish  white  forehead  patch.. .gray  back  and  sides”. 


Joseph  F.  Thill 

NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification 
according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontano  (B.O.S.  1991)  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 


*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(0  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area. 


Name  of  Bird 

Red- throated  Loon 

Common  Loon 
Red-necked  Grebe 


Apr. 

11 

3 

1 


Number 

1 

241 

9 


Location 

Dunkirk  Harbor 
Allegheny  Reservoir 
Randolph  Twp. 


Observer 

Chilton 

Schweigert 

Baird 
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Name  of  Bird 

Apr. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Red-necked  Grebe 

1 

4 

Conewango  Valley  WMA 

Schweiger 

44 

5 

35 

Carlton  &  Yates 

Listman 

44 

5 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Chilton 

44 

6,8 

1 

Salamanca 

Baird 

44 

8 

175 

Shadigee 

Morgante 

44 

8 

3 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morgante 

44 

8 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Budniewski 

44 

9 

235 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

12 

1 

Batavia 

Listman 

44 

19 

1 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

Roberson 

44 

30 

1 

Tona wanda  WMA 

Watson 

D. -crest  Cormorant 

3 

3 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

Schweigert 

44 

5 

18 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

44 

8 

38 

LaSalle  Park,  Bflo. 

Mueller 

44 

14 

12 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

*  American  Bittern 

17F,24 

U 

Machias  Twp. 

Schweigert 

44 

30 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

44 

30 

1 

Conewango  Valley  WMA 

Schweigert 

44 

30 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna 

Great  Egret 

23 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Benham 

44 

24 

1 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 

Davis 

*  Green  Heron 

19F 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Morgante 

44 

21 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes,  Ruhl 

Bl.-cr.  Night-Heron 

5F 

3 

Motor  Is.,  Niag.  R. 

Watson 

44 

5F 

19 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Watson 

44 

5F 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

44 

9 

12 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Chilton 

44 

22 

146 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Roberson 

44 

24 

5 

Tifft  N.P. 

Galas 

Tundra  Swan 

2 

50 

over  Hamburg  Twp. 

Rew  et  al 

44 

30 

1 

Little  Valley  Twp. 

Schweigert 

44 

30 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Chilton 

Gr.  White-fr.  Goose 

8 

1 

Y ates  T wp. 

Morgante 

44 

9 

1 

Yates  Twp. 

Watson  et  al 

Snow  Goose 

8 

7 

Carlton  Twp. 

Morgante 

44 

16 

2 

Somerset  Twp. 

Morgante 

44 

17 

1 

Salamanca 

Baird 

Green- winged  Teal 

9 

60 

Somerset  &  Y ates 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Northern  Shoveler 

1 

6 

Conewango  Valley  WMA 

Schweigert 

44 

12 

30 

Batavia 

Listman 

44 

19 

3 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

Roberson 

Eurasian  Wigeon 

25 

1 

Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 

Davis 

44 

25 

1 

Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 

Watson,  Brock 

Redhead 

4 

2 

Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 

Davis 

44 

9 

2 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson 

44 

17 

7 

Iroquois  NWR 

Yoerg 

44 

27 

2 

Batavia 

Listman 

Greater  Scaup 

12 

300 

Batavia 

Listman 

*  Ruddy  Duck 

6F 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

44 

12 

4 

Batavia 

Listman 

44 

16 

8 

Machias  T  wp. 

Schweigert 

44 

16 

9 

Barcelona  Harbor 

S  undell 

44 

19 

31 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

Roberson 
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Name  of  Bird 

Apr. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Ruddy  Duck 

24-30 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Roberson  et  al 

*  Osprey 

IF 

4 

Alleghany  Reservoir 

Baird,  Schweigert 

44 

4,9 

1,7 

over  Hamburg  Twp. 

Rew 

Bald  Eagle 

1,4 

1,2 

Alleghany  Reservoir 

Baird 

44 

9 

1  ad.  on  nest 

Iroquois  NWR 

Bauer  et  al 

44 

9 

lad  +  limm 

Y ates  T  wp. 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

9,14,30 

2  1  1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

44 

24 

1  imm. 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

Andrle 

44 

25 

1 

over  Hamburg  Twp. 

Rew 

Northern  goshawk 

21 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Andrle,  Rew 

44 

21 

1  PDBA 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

*  Broad- winged  Hawk 

14F 

1 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

44 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

14,25 

5,893 

over  Hamburg  Twp. 

Rew  et  al 

(dark  morph) 

9 

1 

Y ates  T wp. 

D’  Anna,T  urisk, Potter 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

20 

1 

Carlton  Twp. 

Seamans 

Merlin 

23F 

1 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Andrle  et  al 

Peregrine  Falcon 

29 

1  ad. 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

*  Virginia  Rail 

17F 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

44 

19 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Morgante 

*Sora 

21F 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes,  Ruhl 

44 

26 

1  road  kill 

PomfretTwp. 

Budmewski 

*  Common  Moorhen 

27F 

o 

Batavia 

Listman 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

1 

1 

Newstead  Twp. 

Galas,  Rising 

44 

3 

1 

Conewango  Valley  WMA 

Schweigert 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

9,30 

1  S  77 

A  — '  ' 

Y  ates  Twp. 

44 

16 

73 

Y ates  T wp. 

Morgante 

*  Lesser  Yellowlegs 

2F 

1 

Farmersville  Twp. 

Schweigert 

D’Anna 

44 

30 

70 

Y ates  T wp. 

*  Solitary  Sandpiper 

27F 

2 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

44 

27F 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

D’Anna 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

19 

1 

Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 

Davis 

44 

19F 

1 

Times  Beach,  Buffalo 

Morgante 

^Pectoral  Sandpiper 

3F 

58 

Conewango  Valley  WMA 

Schweigert 

D’Anna,  Potter 

*Dunlin 

27F 

3 

Y ates  T wp. 

*Ruff 

30 

1  female 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna 

Little  Gull 

3 

11 

Lewiston 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

14,20 

3,5 

Niag.-on-the-Lake 

Bellerby 

D’Anna 

44 

17 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

44 

20 

2 

Lewiston 

Morgante 

*C.  Black-headed  Gull 

20 

2 

Niag.-on-the-Lake 

Bellerby 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

20 

13,800 

Niag.-on-the-Lake 

Bellerby 

D’Anna 

Glaucous  Gull 

17 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

*  Caspian  Tern 

9F 

1 

Shadigee 

Watson 

44 

14 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

“  16,22,26 

14,26,16 

Barcelona  Harbor 

Sundell 

44 

22 

3 

Ellery  Twp. 

Sundell 

44 

24 

10 

Olcott 

Morgante 

44 

26 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Hess 

Common  Tern 

16 

30 

L.  Ontario,  NY 

D  &  D  Suggs 

44 

17 

2 

Buffalo 

Mueller 

Snowy  Owl 

3L 

1 

Porter  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

N.  Saw-whet  Owl 

24 

1 

Carrollton  Twp. 

Eaton 
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Name  of  Bird 

Apr. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

*Chimney  Swift 

22F 

2 

Buffalo 

Mueller 

44 

27 

1 

Tonawanda 

Galas 

Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

3  OF 

3 

Point  Gratiot 

Budniewski 

44 

3  OF 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna 

Yellow-b.  Sapsucker 

7F 

3 

Wales  Twp. 

O.  Rosche 

44 

8 

0 

Eggertsville 

D  &  D  Suggs 

*Least  Rycatcher 

3  OF 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

44 

3  OF 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

*Gr.  Cr.  Rycatcher 

26F 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

30 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

*  Eastern  Kingbird 

25F 

1 

Kiantone  Twp. 

Sundell 

44 

Homed  Lark 

29 

3 

Sheridan  Twp. 

R  &  C  Budniewski 

E.  a.  alnestris 

14L 

1 

Kiantone  Twp. 

Sundell 

Purple  Martin 

14 

1 

over  Hamburg  Twp. 

Rew  et  al 

N.  Rough-w.  Swallow 

15 

4 

Shadigee 

Morgan  te 

44 

16 

9 

Porter  T wp. 

D  &  D  Suggs 

*Bank  Swallow 

3  OF 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

D’Anna 

Barn  Swallow 

11 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

44 

15 

1 

Dunkirk 

Galas 

Common  Raven 

20 

2 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

44 

25 

1  PDBA 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

Carolina  Wren 

8 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

*  House  Wren 

24F 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

44 

25 

1 

Golden  hill  S.P. 

D’  Anna,  Potter 

Winter  Wren 

3F 

O 

4* 

Williamsville  Glen 

Yoerg 

44 

14 

1 

Buffalo 

Mueller 

*  Marsh  Wren 

3  OF 

2 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

44 

3  OF 

9 

Ah* 

Machias  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

15 

50 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

Morgante 

*Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

2F 

2 

Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 

Davis 

44 

11 

3 

Buffalo 

Mueller 

*Bl.-gr.  Gnatcatcher 

16F 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

44 

17 

2 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Hermit  Thrush 

15 

1 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Yoerg 

44 

15 

1 

Dunkirk 

Galas 

44 

15 

9 

** 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

Morgante 

44 

15 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

*Wood  Thrush 

23F 

1 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Turisk 

44 

24 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

Gray  Catbird 

26F 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

27 

3 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

44 

27 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

D  &  D  Suggs 

44 

27 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

Brown  Thrasher 

17 

1 

Sheridan  Twp. 

R  &C  Budniewski 

44 

22 

1 

Goat  Island 

D’Anna 

*  American  Pipit 

3F 

66 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert 

44 

8 

0 

Y ates  T wp. 

Morgante 

^Solitary  Vireo 

17F 

1 

McCarty  Hill  S.F. 

Schweigert 

44 

18 

1 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

*Yellow-thr.  Vireo 

24F,25 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

*Warbling  Vireo 

26F 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Hess 

44 

27 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 
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Name  of  Bird 

Apr. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

*Red-eved  Vireo 

26F 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

*Nashville  Warbler 

27F 

1 

Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 

Davis 

44 

27F 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

44 

27F 

2 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitznck 

*  Northern  Parula 

29F 

1 

Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 

Davis 

*  Yellow  Warbler 

25F 

1 

Salamanca 

Baird 

44 

25F 

1 

East  Aurora 

•  Holmes,  Ruhl 

*Chestnut-s.  Warbler 

28F 

1 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

Andrle 

*Bl.-thr.  Bl.  Warbler 

29F 

1 

Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 

Davis 

44 

30 

1 

Williamsville  Glen 

Yoerg 

44 

30 

1 

Goat  Island 

D&D  Suggs,  Roberson 

Yellovv-r.  Warbler 

3F 

1 

Williamsville  Glen 

Yoerg 

44 

15 

3 

Dunkirk 

Galas 

44 

15 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

Morgan  te 

44 

15 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

44 

15 

4 

Jamestown 

Sundell 

*Bl.-thr.  Green  Warb. 

24F 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

44 

25 

1 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

25 

2 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

*Pine  Warbler 

18F 

1 

Williamsville  Glen 

Morgante 

44 

25 

2 

Burgeson  W.S. 

Sundell 

44 

26 

4 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

27 

2 

Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 

Davis 

44 

27 

1 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

30 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

Budniewski 

*Palm  Warbler 

26F 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Hess 

44 

26F 

5 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Tunsk 

44 

26F 

5 

Golden  hill  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

*Bl.-and-w.  Warbler 

25F 

2 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

Potter,  D’Anna 

44 

27 

1 

Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 

Davis 

*American  Redstart 

27F 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes,  Ruhl 

44 

29 

1 

Carrollton  Twp. 

Eaton 

44 

30 

1 

Williamsville  Glen 

Yoerg 

*  Northern  Waterthrush 

26F 

1 

Golden  hill  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

28 

2 

Tifft  N.P. 

Rew 

*La.  Waterthrush 

20F 

1 

Carrollton  Twp. 

Eaton 

^Common  Yellowthroat 

1  IF 

1 

Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 

Davis 

44 

30 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Davis,  Watson 

*  Scarlet  Tanager 

29F 

1 

Lancaster 

Bauer 

44 

30 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

Budniewski 

*Rose-br.  Grosbeak 

3  OF 

1 

Wales  Twp.(f) 

O.  Rosche 

Rufous-s.  Towhee 

3 

1 

Conewango  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Amer.  Tree  Sparrow 

24 

1 

Lancaster 

Bauer 

Chipping  Sparrow 

7F 

2 

Eden  Valley  (f) 

Andrle 

44 

8 

3 

Eggertsville 

D&D  Suggs 

*  Field  Sparrow 

6F 

1 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

44 

6F 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

*  Vesper  Sparrow 

3F 

5 

Randolph  Twp. 

Schweigert 

44 

7 

5 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Rew 

44 

9 

3 

Machias  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Savannah  Sparrow 

2F 

2 

Machias  T wp. 

Schweigert 

44 

3 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Fox  Sparrow 

9 

1 

Buffalo 

Brock 
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Name  of  Bird 

Fox  Sparrow 

*  Lincoln’s  Sparrow 

Swamp  Sparrow 
66 

White-cr.  Sparrow 
66 

66 

^Northern  Oriole 

64 

64 

Purple  Finch 

Common  Redpoll 
66 

66 

66 

Pine  Siskin 
66 

66 

Evening  Grosbeak 


Apr. 

Number 

9 

2 

27F 

1 

IF 

1 

2,24 

1,58 

26F 

1 

26F 

3 

26F 

1 

26F 

1 

28 

2 

28 

1 

5-30 

15  max 

1,19 

18,8 

22 

1 

23 

2 

25 

10 

12 

9 

** 

20 

3 

29,30 

1-6 

1-30 

12  reports 

Location 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 
East  Aurora 
Tonawanda  WMA 
Machias  Twp. 
Eden  Valley  (f) 
Wales  Twp.  (f) 
Alfred  Twp. 
Westfield  Twp. 
Salamanca 
Tifft  N.P. 

Wales  Twp.  (f) 
Sheridan  Twp. 
Eden  Valley  (0 
E.  Pembroke  (f) 
Wales  Twp.  (f) 
Niag.-on-the-Lake 
E.  Pembroke  (0 
Wales  Twp.  (f) 
throughout  WNY 


Observer 

Chilton 

Holmes,  Ruhl 

Galas,  Rising 

Schweigert 

Andrle 

O.  Rosche 

Brooks 

Sundell 

Baird 

Rew 

O.  Rosche 
R&C  Budmewski 
Andrle 
Seamans 
O.  Rosche 
Bellerby 
Seamans 
O.  Rosche 


Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded . 134 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  .  60 

Total  for  year . 194 


4*  4*  4*  4*  4*  4* 

^ 


1994  B.O.S.  April 
Bird  Count 


April  10,  1994 
Weather: 

AM  -  Generally  overcast  in  the  morning  with  temperatures  in  the  high  40’ s  to  low  50’ s.  Some  light  fog  and  rain  in 
some  territories.  Winds  light  to  moderate. 

PM  -  Clearing  in  the  afternoon  with  temperatures  in  the  high  40’ s  to  high  50’ s. 

Compilation: 

The  following  is  a  list  o  species  on  the  count  followed  by  the  total  number  observed.  Where  a  species  was 
recorded  in  three  or  fewer  sections,  the  section  numbers  are  given  in  parentheses.  Underlined  names  indicate  a 
species  for  which  an  accepted  written  verification  was  received.  “F”  represents  first  date  for  spring  migration.  “*” 
represents  first  date  for  the  year. 


Loons  -  Ducks 


Red-thr.  Loon  -  54  (3,20,24 
Common  Loon  -  187 
Pied-billed  Grebe  -  106 
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American  Wigeon  -  135 
^Eurasian  Wigeon  -  1  (10) 
Canvasback  -  9 
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Homed  Grebe  -  275 
Red-necked  Grebe  -  168 
D. -crest.  Cormorant  -  353 
American  Bittern  -  3  (10,27) 
Great  Blue  Heron  -  277 
*  Great  Heron  9F 
Blk.-cr.  Night-Heron  -  79 
Tundra  Swan  -  18 
Canada  Goose  -  18,468 
Wood  Duck  -  361 
Green-winged  Teal  -  154 
American  Black  Duck  -  103 
Mallard  -  1,491 
Northern  Pintail  -  78 
Blue-winged  Teal  -  155 
Northern  Shoveler  -  60 
Gad  wall  -  40 


Redhead  -  1 1 
Ring-necked  Grebe  -  610 
Greater  Scaup  -  1 ,045 
Lesser  Scaup  -  486 
unidentified  Scaup  -  39 
Oldsqauvv  -  2,578 
Black  Scoter  -  4  (8) 

Surf  Scoter  -  1  (2) 
White-winged  Scoter  -  396 
Common  Goldeneye  -  1,141 
Bufflehead  -  1,634 
Hooded  Merganser  -  166 
Common  Merganser  -  396 
Red-br.  Merganser  -  4,035 
Ruddy  Duck  -  5  (17,  21) 
unidentified  ducks  -  2,000  ( 1) 


Raptors  -  Rails 


Turkey  Vulture  -  333 
Osprey  -  10 
Bald  Eagle  -  4 
Northern  Hamer  -  68 
Sharp-shinned  Hawk  -  40 
Cooper’s  Hawk  -  1 1 
Red-shouldered  Hawk  -  6 
Broad-winged  Hawk  -  5  (21) 


Red-tailed  Hawk  -  430 
Rough-legged  Hawk  -  19 
American  Kestrel  -  249 
unidentified  hawk  1  (3) 
Ring-necked  Pheasant  -  34 
Ruffed  Grouse  -  42 
Wild  Turkey  -  196 
American  Coot  -  78 


Plovers  -  Terns 


Semi  pal  mated  Plover  -  3  (20) 
Killdeer  -  501 
Greater  Yellowlegs  -  17 
Lesser  Yellowlegs  -  28 
^Spotted  Sandpiper  -  IF  (5) 
Pectoral  Sandpiper  -  2  (17) 
Common  Snipe  -  154 
American  Woodcock  -  43 


Little  Gull  -  12 
Bonaparte’s  Gull  -  3,798 
Ring-billed  Gull  -  23,732 
Herring  Gull  -  3,035 
Greater  Black-b.  Gull  -  90 
Caspian  Tern  -  3  (4,5) 

*  Common  Tern  -  IF  (20) 

*  Forster’s  Tern  1  (3) 


Doves  -  Swallows 


Rock  Dove  -  1,494 
Mourning  Dove  -  1,443 
*  Common  Bam  Owl  -  1  (20) 
Eastern  Screech  Owl  -  8 
Great  Horned  Owl  -  12 
Barred  Owl  -  7 
Long-eared  Owl  -  1  (3) 
Short-eared  Owl  -  2  (3) 

No.  Saw-Whet  Owl  -  1  (8) 
Belted  Kingfisher  -  67 


Downy  Wdpkr.  -  292 
Hairy  Wdpkr.  -  68 
Northern  Flicker  -  387 
Pileated  Wdpkr.  -  20 
Eastern  Phoebe  -  363 
Horned  Lark  -  71 
*  Purple  Martin  -  21F 
Tree  Swallow  -  1,157 
No.  Rough-w.  Swallow  IF  (5) 
Bank  Swallow  -  2  (17) 
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Red-bellied  Wdpkr.  -  34  *Barn  Swallow  -  22F 

Yellow-b.  Sapsucker  -  55 


Jays  -  Starlings 


Blue  Jay  -  782 
American  Crow  -  2,719 
Black-cap.  Chickadee  -  1,423 
Tufted  Titmouse  -  92 
Red-br.  Nuthatch  -  46 
White-br.  Nuthatch  -  230 
Brown  Creeper  -  52 
Carolina  Wren  -  14 
Winter  Wren  -  18 
Golden-cr.  Kinglet  -  383 


Ruby-cr.  Kinglet  -  6 
Eastern  Bluebird  -  91 
*Hermit  Thrush  -  7F 
Amencan  Robin  -  6,616 
Northern  Mockingbird  -  6  (1,3,7) 
*  Brown  Thrasher  -  3  (7,  27) 
American  Pipit  -  2  (17) 

Cedar  Waxwing  -  127 
European  Starling  -  9,481 


Warblers  -  Finches 


Yellow-r.  Warbler  -  6  (6,  14,17) 
Northern  Cardinal  -  67 1 
Rufous-sided  Towhee  -  12 
Am.  Tree  Sparrow  -  340 
Chipping  Sparrow  -  88 
Field  Sparrow  -  40 
Vesper  Sparrow  -  4  (14,  28) 
Savannah  Sparrow  -  27 
Fox  Sparrow  -  3 1 
Song  Sparrow  -  2,340 
Swamp  Sparrow  -  46 
White- thr.  Sparrow  -  38 
White-cr.  Sparrow  -  7 
Dark-eyed  Junco  -  2,167 


Red-winged  Blackbird  -  7,654 
Eastern  Meadowlark  -  240 
Rusty  Blackbird  -  138 
Common  Grackle  -  5,032 
Brown-headed  Cowbird  -  1,184 
Purple  Finch  -  92 
House  Finch  -  1,664 
Red  Crossbill  -  2  (18) 

Common  Redpoll  -  51 1 
Pine  Siskin  -  15 
American  Goldfinch  -  343 
Evening  Grosbeak  -  750 
House  Sparrow  -  2,157 


Statistics: 


Species  Count:  137 
Total  Individuals:  123,301 
Observers:  245 

Record  High  Counts:  Red-throated  Loon  -  54 

Total  -  12  Common  Loon  -  187 

Red-necked  Grebe  -  168 
Dbl. -crested  Cormorant  -  353 
White-winged  Scoter  -  397 
Wild  Turkey  -  196 
Semipalmated  Plover  -  3 
Little  gull  -  12  (2nd  Highest) 
Forsters’ s  Tern  -  1  (First  Time) 
Eastern  Screech  Owl  -  8 
Barred  Owl  -  7 
Tufted  Titmouse  -  92 
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Other  High  Counts: 
Total  -  6 


Low  Counts: 
Total  -  13 


Unusual  Sightings: 
Total  -  4 


Horned  Grebe  -  275  (15  yr.  High) 

Great  Egret  -  9  (20  yr.  High) 

Oldsquaw  -  2,578  (10  yr.  High) 

Lesser  Yellowlegs  -  28  ( 10  yr.  High) 

Eastern  Phoebe  -  363  (25  yr.  High) 

Common  Redpoll  -  51 1  (20  yr.  High) 

Canada  Goose  -  18,468  ( 10  yr.  Low) 
Red-shouldered  Hawk  -  6  (30  yr.  Low) 
Ring-necked  Pheasant  -  34  ( 10  yr.  Low) 
Ring-billed  Gull  -  23,732  (10  yr.  Low) 

Great  Homed  Owl  -  12  ( 15  yr.  Low) 
American  Robin  -  6,616  (20  yr.  Low) 
European  Starling  -  9,481  (40  yr.  Low) 
White-thr.  Sparrow  -  38  (20  yr.  Low) 
Red-winged  Blackbird  -  7,854  (40  yr.  Low) 
Common  Grackle  -  5,032  (35  yr.  Low) 
Brown-headed  Cowbird  -  1,194  (35  yr.  Low) 
Purple  Finch  -  92  (10  yr.  Low) 

American  Goldfinch  -  343  (20  yr.  Low) 

Surf  Scoter  -  1  (First  in  10  yr.) 

Eurasian  Wigeon  -  1 
Northern  Saw- Whet  Owl  -  1 
Red  Crossbill  -  2 


Observers:  Compilers  names  underlined 

1)  Davis  Cooper,  Gary  Novosel,  Bob  Curry,  Lynne  Landon,  Terry  Yonker. 

2)  Robert  Wagner.  John  Filen,  Gene  Ankowiak. 

3)  Willie  D’Anna,  Betsy  Potter,  Mike  Morgante. 

4)  Bob  Brock.  Bill  Watson. 

5)  Dick  Christensen.  Peg  Christensen,  Gail  Seamans,  Marion  Smith,  Bill  Burch,  Morgan  Jones,  Don  Brasure, 
Bill  Thompson,  Bob  Lipp. 

6)  Joe  Thill.  Bob  Andrle,  John  Thill,  Jerry  &  Nina  Chappie. 

7)  Drew  Campbell.  M.  Foster,  Blayne  &  Jeanne  Faman. 

8)  Mike  Zebehazv.  Ellen  Schopp,  Jane  Heyer,  Margaret  Stewart,  Alice  McKale. 

9)  Mike  Davis.  Mike  Galas,  Karen  Roeder,  Chuck  Rosenberg. 

10)  Dick  Collins.  Kathy  Collins,  Mike  Galas,  Gerry  Rising. 

1 1)  Dick  Bvron.  Barbara  Byron. 

12)  Ann  Bauer.  Linda  Holmes,  Tom  Harper,  M.  Bee,  J.  Lesser. 
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13)  Joe  Pi  Domenico,  Diane  DiDomenico,  Eileen  Hull. 

14)  Barb  Walker.  Lois  Abbot, K.  Brandeis,  D.  Happ,  B.  Leonard,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Mauser,  A.  Segaborth,  L.  Weitz, 
M.  Woolev. 

J 


15)  Bill  Bogacki,  Olga  Rosche,  Ed  Ratajczak. 

16)  Eran  Revv,  Tom  Conanare,  Marian  Domhaffer. 

17)  Carolyn  Frank,  Mary  Bedame. 

18)  Bruce  Chilton. 

19)  Vesta  Rice  &  Alice  Evan.  F.  Clancey,  R.  Andrews,  W.  Smith,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  E.  Smith,  L.  Hotchkiss,  L.  &  T. 

Clark,  H.  Lett,  L.  Mullen,  W.  Kennedy,  R.  Mack,  M.  &  P.  Main,  J.  Perry,  L.  Roth,  H.  Emmons. 

20)  Paul  Farver,  R.  &  C.  Budniewski,  Clarke,  DiFrancisco, Dolce,  Goetz,  J.  Gula,  Sr.,  Luensman,  Mahoney, 
Mosher,  Neveu,  O’Connell,  Pecararo,  Peterson,  Ruska,  Shafer,  Smith,  Stock,  Vernon,  Welch. 

21)  Bob  Sundelh  Cherney,  Chesanti,  Chuckler,  J.  Heilman,  C.  Roby,  L.  Pascatore,  C.  Scutella,  B.  Seleen,  B. 
Sharp,  J.  Swanson. 

22)  Bob  SundelK  C.  Scutella,  B.  Seleen. 

23)  Bob  Sundell,  G.  Chuckler,  S.  &  J.  Maggio,  L.  Pascatore,  C.  Scutella,  B.  Seleen. 

24)  Tim  Baird. 

25)  Tim  Baird.  P.  Conklin,  J.  Mosher,  C.  Mosher. 

26)  Doris  Burton.  B.  Smally,  A.  &  M.  Scott,  M.  Jordan,  C.  Coon,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Bump,  J.  Young. 

27)  Doris  Burton,  D.  Hurlbert,  E.  &  L.  King,  L.  Simons,  N.  Ivers,  M.  Barnett,  B.  &  C.  James,  H.  Link,  R.  & 

V.  Pitznck,  J.  Dickenson,  W.  Sanford. 

28)  Dons  Burton.  C.  Klingensmith,  V.  Pitzrick,  D.  Conserso.  and  75  members  of  the  Allegany  Bird  Club. 

Compiled  by: 

Dick  Collins 

910  Knabb  Rd.,  Elma,  NY  14059 

V  '1*  rT*  *1*  *T* 

Swallow-tailed  Kite  Astounds 
Watchers  at  Beamer  (Ont.)  Hawkwatch 

April  15,  1994 

by  Bill  Burch 

The  Beamer  Point  Hawkwatch  regulars  have  been  divided  into  two  groups  by  fate,  namely  the  25  who 
were  at  the  site  at  2:24  p.m.  (EST)  on  April  15  and  those  who  were  absent  and  thereby  missed  the  bird  of  all  time 
for  Beamer.  In  the  second  group  are  the  writer  and  Tom  Burke  who  had  left  the  site  24  minutes  earlier. 

This  account  is  based  almost  verbatim  on  Gordon  Bellerby’s  OBRC  Rare  Bird  Report  Form  (copy  sent  to 
BOS  Statistician)  augmented  by  his  emotional  phone  call  to  us  a  few  hours  later. 

“April  15  was  a  big  day  at  the  Niagara  Peninsula  Hawkwatch  at  Beamer  with  2246  raptors.  Broadwings 
were  due  and  the  weather  seemed  ideal  for  a  big  flight.  Birds  were  streaming  through  on  a  regular  basis  with 
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many  small  kettles  when  suddenly  this  incredible  black  and  white  appeared— the  forked  tail  was  incredible.  It 
barely  cleared  the  trees  to  the  east  and  glided  over  the  observation  area  quite  slowly  and  at  height  of  about  100 
feet.  Paul  Rose  called  the  bird  and  all  25  observers  were  dumb  struck.  After  it  disappeared  over  the  trees  to  the 
west  side  pandemonium  broke  out  and  we  all  forgot  to  count  hawks  for  several  minutes.  The  official  counter, 
George  Meyers,  was  particularly  vocal.”  For  Gordon  this  was  a  life  bird-”long  longed  for  in  Florida.” 

In  Beardslee  and  Mitchell’s  Birds  of  the  Niagara  Frontier  Region  there  was  one  Swallow-tailed  Kite 
reported  April  10,  1926  near  Jamestown,  NY  by  Clarence  Beal  and  Roger  Peterson.  One  Beamer  watcher 
believed  there  was  an  Ontario  record  from  the  late  1800’s. 

The  kite  encounter  overshadowed  another  rare  bird  that  day.  At  1 1:00  a.m.  a  Swainson’s  Hawk  was  seen 
by  three  hawk  watchers  who  were  on  the  viewing  platforms  overlooking  the  escarpment.  The  report  of  Fred 
Lyonde  describes  how  the  hawk  was  first  seen  below  them  in  the  ravine  or  gully  that  cuts  into  the  escarpment. 
The  bird  perched  in  a  tree  a  few  minutes,  then  flew  out  of  the  gully  to  the  left,  went  westward,  then  circled  back 
past  the  platform  at  eye  level  within  30  feet.  It  tilted  enough  to  show  the  rufous  bib  and  the  white  underparts.  The 
hawk  returned  to  an  evergreen  on  top  of  the  escarpment  and  for  30  minutes  it  alternately  perched  and  flew  in  the 
gully.  The  features  observed  and  detailed  in  the  report  convinced  the  observers  that  this  was  a  Swainson’s  Hawk. 

The  tally  for  the  day  was  1,285  Sharp-shinned  Hawks,  634  Broadwings,  38  Cooper’s,  3  Merlins,  and  1 
Swallow-tailed  Kite. 


Hawk-watching  trip  to 
Grimsby,  Ontario 

April  17,  1994 


by  Bill  Burch 

Hawk  Bights  are  so  dependent  on  the  weather  pattern  that  scheduling  hawk  trips  is  a  gamble.  In  1992  we 
were  dampened  at  the  Beamer  observation  site  at  Grimsby  (one  Sharp-shinned  Hawk  was  seen)  and  then  were 
soaked  at  the  Smithville  lagoon  while  looking  for  waterfowl.  In  1993  only  five  persons  took  part  but  it  was  a  fair 
flight  of  179  raptors  in  four  hours.  Several  of  us  left  at  1:00  p.m.  to  rush  to  Iroquois  NWR  to  watch  the 
Garganey. 

This  year  the  sunny  day  was  marred  by  a  fierce  25  mph  west  wind  that  never  let  up.  This  is  the  most 
unfavorable  wind  at  Beamer.  Those  BOS  members  who  were  not  on  the  Algonquin  trip  read  this  as  a  sign  to  do 
something  else  that  day.  Only  Tom  Burke,  his  son  Andy  and  I  made  the  trip. 

A  highlight  was  a  Goshawk  that  occasionally  leaped  out  of  the  woods  to  the  southeast  to  harass  a  low- 
flying  Sharp-shin.  By  noon  only  48  raptors  had  been  counted,  mainly  28  struggling  Sharp-shinned  Hawks.  The 
others,  many  too  high  or  too  distant  for  good  views,  were  6  TVs,  1  Cooper’s,  1  Harrier,  5  Red-tailed,  1  Red¬ 
shouldered,  2  Broad-winged  Hawks  and  1  American  Kestrel. 

Enough  perching  birds  were  around  to  make  the  morning  interesting.  A  feeder  had  been  set  up  in  brush  30 
feet  from  the  Counter’s  position.  Two  Fox  Sparrows  were  in  the  feeder  or  scratching  beneath  it.  Also  present 
were  White-throat  and  Tree  Sparrows.  In  the  tree  overhead  were  two  Blue-gray  Gnatcatchers,  perhaps  planning  to 
nest.  Also  a  Bluebird  perched  for  several  minutes. 

In  the  Beamer  woods  were  6  Brown  Creepers,  10  Golden-crown  Kinglets,  3  Ruby-crown  Kinglets,  and 
an  early  Yellow-throated  Vireo.  Upon  leaving  Beamer  we  drove  several  miles  west  to  the  dependable  Bluebird  site 
on  Coker  Road.  (Off  Escarpment  Drive  you  turn  right  at  Eleventh  Rd.,  which  changes  it  name  to  50th  Rd. 
halfway  down  the  hill.)  Two  Bluebirds  were  examining  nest  boxes  in  the  first  vineyard  east  of  50th  Rd.  on  the 
south  side  of  Coker  Road.  We  skipped  the  Smithville  Lagoons  because  little  had  been  seen  there  at  that  time. 
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BOS  MEETINGS 


Nov.  9:  B.O.S.  65*  ^  Anniversary  Dinner.  Reserve  this  date  and  plan  to  attend  this  special  evening. 

Details  will  be  announced  in  future  issues.  Ellen  Schopp  is  in  charge. 

If  vou  would  like  to  present  a  program  or  have  a  suggestion  for  a  speaker  or  a  topic,  please  contact  Michael 
Davis  at  874-2721. 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  1 
through  June  15,  inclusive,  except  for  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December.  Meetings  begin  at 
7:30  p.m.  and  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020  Humbolt  Parkway,  Buffalo,  New  York. 

FIELD  TRIPS 


Jul.  24:  Sunday.  Canadian  shore  trip.  Meet  at  7:00  A.M.  at  Vermont  &  Busti  or  7: 15  at  first  parking  lot  (0.6 

mi.)  upstream  from  the  Peace  Bridge  on  the  Canadian  side.  Leader:  Richard  Byron,  (662-4783). 

Aug.  1-5:  ABA  Regional  Conference  at  Dover  Del.,  for  Delaware  Bayshore.  Reserve  shortly  after  April  22. 

Cost  $495. 

Aug.  28:  Sunday.  Canadian  shore  top.  Meet  at  7:00  A.M.  at  Vermont  &  Busti  or  7: 15  at  first  parking  lot  (0.6 

mi.)  upstream  from  the  Peace  Bridge  on  the  Canadian  side. 

Sept.  4:  Sunday.  Tifft  Nature  Center.  Meet  at  7:30  A.M.  in  the  Tifft  parking  lot  for  a  half-day  trip  for 

warblers  and  shorebirds. 


Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Trip  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 

rlV 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a  -Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings,  call  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  896-5200. 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler: 
Mr.  William  D’Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Drive  Extension,  Niagara  Falls,  NY  14304. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer:  Jane  Heyer,  296  Westchester  Blvd.,  Kenmore,  NY 
14217  Tel.  (875-3318). 

Back  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  @  $0.50  per  copy. 

Editor:  Charles  D.  Halvorsen,  212  Main  Street,  West  Seneca,  NY  14224. 
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THE  MONTH:  May,  1994 

May  was  cold  and  wet  wit  no  seasonally  warm  weather  until  the  last  twelve  days  of  the  month;  the  high 
temperatures  for  the  period  were  not  reached  until  the  last  two  days  of  the  month,  82°  (F)  and  81  (F)  on  the  30th 
and  31th  respectively.  Temperatures  reached  the  70-degree  mark  on  only  three  of  the  first  19  days  of  the  period. 
Precipitation  in  the  form  of  rain  measured  3.54  inches  in  May  at  Buffalo,  .40  inches  above  average;  only  48%  of 
possible  sunshine  was  recorded,  nine  percent  below  average.  (Meteoroiogicai  data  as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo 
International  Airport.) 

Tim  Baird,  our  correspondent  from  Salamanca,  exulted  on  his  report  to  the  Compiler  that,  “May  should  be 
two  months  long!”  The  Compiler  and  Statisticians  who  tackled  an  avalanche  of  field  reports  this  month  would 
probably  have  reservations.  May  was  indeed  another  banner  month  with  the  variety  and  number  of  species 
reported  cause  for  exultation.  The  bird  of  the  month,  among  many  candidates  for  the  honor,  was  an  adult  Tn- 
colored  Heron,  a  rare  accidental  visitant  to  these  climes,  which  was  seen  almost  daily  from  the  south  viewing 
blind  of  the  Berm  Pond  bordering  a  large  cattail  march  on  the  Tifft  Nature  Preserve  in  Buffalo.  The  heron,  in  full 
breeding  plumage,  was  first  seen  by  Jack  Mansfield  at  the  pond  on  May  5th  and  subsequently  observed  by  nearly 
all  of  the  active  bird-watchers  in  the  Buffalo  area  until  May  20th.  The  unique  gray-blue  neck  and  upper  wing 
pattern  blending  with  white  underparts  and  buffy  back  coloration  make  identification  of  this  species  unmistakable. 
On  May  28th,  Bill  Watson  saw  a  white  heron  feeding  in  the  shallows  of  the  shoreline  on  the  south  end  of  Motor 
Island  in  the  Niagara  River.  Watson  noted  the  bird’s  long  bill,  shaggy  crest  and  plume  behind  the  neck  and  dark 
legs,  identifying  it  as  an  adult  Snowy  Egret  in  breeding  plumage.  Another  rare  wader  seen  in  May,  an  adult 
Glossy  Ibis  described  as  a  post-breeding  adult  was  first  seen  on  May  21st  by  Willie  D’ Anna  at  the  overlook  at  the 
Tonawanda  Wildlife  Management  Area  on  the  Lewiston  Road  in  the  Town  of  Alabama  in  Genesee  County  from 
which  it  took  wing  and  flew  to  the  larger  expanse  of  wetland  in  the  Wildlife  Management  Area  on  the  Lewiston 
Road  in  the  Town  of  Royal  ton  in  Niagara  County  where  it  was  subsequently  seen  on  the  22nd  and  23  rd  by 
several  observers. 

Other  interesting  records  received  in  May  include  the  sighting  of  the  second  migrant  Ruff  of  the  season  and 
in  the  same  location  as  the  female  (Reeve)  of  this  species  reported  in  April  from  a  Hooded  field  on  the  Countyline 
Road  between  Niagara  County  (Town  of  Somerset)  and  Orleans  County  (Town  of  Yates).  This  bird,  a  male 
resplendent  in  breeding  plumage,  was  found  by  Tom  and  Kathy  Harper  on  May  1st  where  it  was  also  in  the 
company  of  a  Hock  of  Pectoral  Sandpipers  feeding  in  a  Hooded  field.  The  Ruff  was  immediately  identified  by  its 
much  larger  size  and  gaudy  white,  black  and  brown  plumage  pattern.  On  May  4th,  Willie  D’Anna  and  Betsy 
Potter  saw  this  bird  feeding  with  a  Hock  of  Pectoral  Sandpipers  in  a  wet  field  on  the  Niagara  County  side  of 
Countyline  Road  in  the  Town  of  Somerset.  The  female  (ReeveO  seen  by  D’Anna  on  April  30th  was  seen  again  at 
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this  location  on  May  2nd  by  Dave  and  Debbie  Suggs.  On  May  14th,  Bob  Andrle  saw  an  adult  female  Wilson’s 
Phalarope  in  breeding  plumage  in  a  wet  meadow  adjacent  to  Winter’s  Pond  on  Shirley  Road  in  the  Town  of 
North  Collins.  The  only  report  of  Whimbrels  migrating  through  our  study  area  in  May  was  the  sighting  of  two 
birds  at  the  sewage  lagoons  on  Genesee  Street  (N.Y.  Route  33)  in  the  City  of  Batavia  by  Walt  Listman  on  May 
27th.  These  lagoons,  a  number  of  which  cover  several  acres  at  that  location  have  proven  most  attractive  to  a 
variety  of  water  birds  this  spring. 

Common  Raven  sightings  in  the  Southern  Tier  counties  continue  to  increase.  On  May  20th,  Bruce  Chilton 
saw  three  ravens  Hying  over  a  pine  plantation  in  the  Bush  Hill  State  Forest  on  Stabbins  Road  in  Farmersville 
Township  in  Cattaraugus  County.  The  large  bill  and  wedge-shaped  tail  that  define  this  corvid  were  clearly  seen 
and  the  guttural  croaks  the  birds  repeatedly  made  in  flight  were  also  diagnostic.  Three  days  later  he  saw  the  ravens 
again  at  this  location.  Chilton  also  discovered  a  male  Pine  Warbler  at  this  location.  On  May  27th,  he  and  Peter 
Young  heard  the  bird  in  full  song  and  subsequently  saw'  it  foraging  in  a  plantation  of  mature  red  pines  but  could 
not  ascertain  if  it  was  part  of  a  breeding  pair.  May  1994  will  also  be  remembered  for  the  number  of  rare  parulids 
seen  in  what  some  observers  consider  one  of  the  best  spring  warbler  migrations  in  recent  years.  On  May  1st,  Bill 
Watson  was  one  of  a  group  of  American  and  Canadian  bird-watchers  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Welland  Canal  at 
Port  Weller,  Ontario  scanning  a  brush  covered  hill  surrounded  on  three  sides  by  a  marsh  when  they  picked  out  a 
Worm-eating  Warbling  among  several  Palm  Warblers  foraging  in  a  small  grove  of  willow  trees.  The  bird’s  buffy 
yellowish-orange  crown  bordered  by  black  stripes,  olive-green  mantle  and  needle-like  bill  were  all  noted.  On  May 
7th,  Bert  Schweigert  discovered  a  male  Lawrence’s  Warbler,  the  rare  recessive  hybrid  of  a  Golden-winged  x 
Blue- winged  Warbler  mating,  singing  in  shrubbery  above  a  beaver  pond  at  Crick’s  Run  in  the  Allegany  State  Park 
in  the  Town  of  Great  Valley  in  Cattaraugus  County.  Schweigert  found  a  male  Lawrence’s  Warbler  in  the  same 
location  in  1993  and  possibly  this  is  the  same  bird.  Although  the  warbler  seen  in  1993  had  a  variety  of 
vocalizations  and  seemed  territorial,  there  was  no  indication  that  it  was  paired  with  any  female  Blue-winged 
Warbler  in  the  population  of  that  species  abounding  in  that  section  of  the  State  Park.  The  bird  this  year  was  seen 
by  Schweigert  and  Tom  Madison  again  at  the  same  location  May  21st,  feeding  and  singing  in  an  aspen  sapling. 
Perhaps  the  rarest  of  those  species  of  warblers  which  can  be  anticipated  in  spring  migration  on  the  Niagara 
Frontier  is  the  Connecticut  Warbler.  This  vear.  our  cud  indeed  runneth  over  with  two  verified  renorts  of  its 

*  L  1 

occurrence  in  May.  On  May  15th,  during  the  Society’s  May  Bird  Count,  Debra  Suggs  was  looking  through  the 
trees  and  bushes  bordering  a  disused  road  in  the  Wilson-Tuscarora  State  Park  in  Niagara  County  when  she  saw'  a 
gray-hooded  warbler  with  a  bright  yellow  breast  and  a  complete  white  eye  ring.  Although  she  had  seen  this 
species  but  once  before,  Suggs  experience  with  both  the  Nashville  and  Mourning  Warblers  in  our  local  avifuana 
made  realize  that  she  was  looking  at  a  Connecticut  Warbler,  a  species  whose  spring  migration  route  through  the 
Mississippi  Valley  to  their  breeding  grounds  in  the  north-central  United  States  and  southern  Canada  rarely 
produces  stragglers  this  far  east.  Yet,  one  week  later  on  May  22nd,  Tim  Baird,  Bert  Schweigert  and  Steve  Eaton 
were  at  the  aforementioned  Crick’s  Run  in  Allegany  Park  when  Baird  heard  an  unfamiliar  song  having  “the  quality 
of  the  Kentucky  Warbler”  issuing  from  a  thicket  next  to  a  pine  plantation.  Upon  investigating,  he  saw  a  dark 
hooded  warbler  with  a  complete  white  eye  ring,  yellow  lower  breast  and  belly  and  green  mantle  which  he 
identified  as  a  Connecticut  Warbler  and  later  verified  the  song  he  heard  as  similar  to  one  of  this  species  on  tape. 
Unfortunately,  both  observers  were  only  afforded  brief  looks  at  their  finds  as  this  warbler  is  notoriously  furtive 
and  could  not  be  relocated  for  others  to  see  in  either  instance. 

Finally  while  employed  on  the  Society’s  May  Bird  Count  in  the  Town  Of  Ward  in  Allegany  County  on 
May  15th,  Vivian  Pitzrick  and  her  husband,  Ray  were  driving  down  the  Irish  Settlement  Road  when  she  noticed  a 
blackbird  perched  in  a  sapling  and  which  was  considerably  larger  than  a  cowbird  perched  next  to  it.  Except  “for  a 
splash  of  white  is  the  wing”  the  bird’s  body  was  entirely  black  save  for  the  head  which  was  orange-yellow  in 
color  and  contrasted  with  its  black  pointed  bill.  She  immediately  recognized  her  find  to  be  a  male  Yellow-headed 
Blackbird,  a  very  rare  visitant  to  the  Niagara  Frontier.  Joseph  F.  Thill 

NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification 

according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (B.O.S.  1991)  has  been 

received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 
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*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(0  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area. 


Name  of  Bird 

May 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Red-throated  Loon 

29 

1 

Rushi'ord  Lake,  Rushford  Twp. 

Davis 

Common  Loon 

1 

2 

Allegany  S.P. 

Baird 

44 

1 

2 

Davton  Twp. 

Schweigert 

44 

4,19 

1,2 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

Roberson,  Andrle 

44 

10 

1 

Erie  Basin  Manna,  Bflo. 

Mueller 

44 

20 

3 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoons 

Listman,  Nicoletti 

Homed  Grebe 

6 

1 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoons 

Listman 

44 

29 

1 

Hanging  Bog  WMA 

Davis 

Red-necked  Grebe 

13L 

2 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Yoerg 

Double-cr.  Cormorant 

1 

71 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Galas 

44 

1 

23 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert 

44 

7 

131 

Buckhom  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

44 

9 

40 

Sinking  Ponds,  E.  Aurora 

Holmes 

44 

15 

150 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Andrle 

American  Bittern 

1 

1 

Tillman  Rd.,  Clarence 

Davis 

44 

8 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

D  &  D  Suggs 

44 

8 

o 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson  (BOS) 

44 

14 

7 

Tonawanda  WMA 

D’ Anna,  Tunsk 

*  Least  Bittern 

14F 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Suggs 

Great  Egret 

12,15 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Morganti 

44 

19 

1 

Hartland  Twp. 

Roberson 

44 

20 

1 

Iroq.  NWR,  Tona.  WMA 

Listman,  Nicoletti 

*Snovvv  Egret 

28 

1 

Motor  Island 

Watson 

*Tricolored  Heron 

8-20 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Beckt,  D’Anna,  Galas,  Holmes, 
Watson,  Vigyikan,  Rew 

*Glossv  Ibis 

21-23 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

D'Anna,  Watson,  Roberson,  Suggs 

Ibis  species 

28 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Tundra  Swan 

5 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Chilton 

44 

14-23 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

D’  Anna  et  al 

Snow  Goose 

1L 

3 

Somerset  Twp. 

Harper 

Green- winged  Teal 

1-28 

1-4 

Iroq.  NWR,  Bat.  Sewage  Lag. 

Many  observers 

Northern  Pintail 

2 

2 

Y ates  T wp. 

Watson 

44 

22 

2 

Tonawanda  WMA 

D’  Anna,  Potter 

Northern  Shoveler 

20 

12 

Iroq.  NWR,  Tona.  WMA 

Listman,  Nicoletti 

Gad  wall 

1-30 

3-11 

Iroq.  NWR,  Bat.  Sewage  Lag. 

Many  observers 

Canvasback  20.22.27L 

1 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoons 

Listman  .Nicoletti  X>’  Anna  et  al 

Redhead 

22 

2 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoons 

D’Anna,  et  al 

44 

25 

2 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Chilton 

44 

30 

12 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Ring-necked  Duck 

22 

4 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

44 

27L 

2 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoons 

Listman,  Nicoletti 

Greater  Scaup 

6,  27L 

40,  3 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoons 

Listman,  Nicoletti 

Lesser  Scaup 

8 

6 

Times  Beach,  Buffalo 

Watson  (BOS) 

White-wing  Scoter 

17 

3 

Niagara  Falls 

Morganti 

Common  Goldeneye 

20,22,27L 

2 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoons 

Listman  .Nicoletti  .D'Anna  et  al 

Bufflehead 

6 

25 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoons 

Listman 

44 

15L 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morganti,  Taylor 
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Name  of  Bird 

May 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Common  Merganser 

8 

6 

Carrollton  Twp. 

Baird 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

14 

8 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

Ruddv  Duck 

1-23 

1-8 

Iroquois  NWR 

D’  Anna,  Roberson 

Osprey 

1 

4 

Allegany  Reservoir  (2  pr.) 

Baird 

1-30 

1 

5  reports  in  WNY 

Many  observers 

Bald  Eagle 

1 

1 

Alleganv  Reservoir 

Baird 

44 

4 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

Roberson 

44 

21 

1  ad. 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

D  &  D  Suggs 

44 

8-30 

lad.,1  imm. 

Iroquois  NWR 

Many  observers 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

21 

2 

Williamsville  Glen 

Yoerg 

Cooper’ s  Hawk 

1,7,14 

0 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

44 

9 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Broad-w.  Hawk 

11 

4 

Yates  Twp. 

Seaman 

44 

25 

3 

Somerset  Twp. 

Andrle 

44 

30L 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morgan  ti 

Merlin 

6,7 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Davis,  Suggs 

Peregrine  Falcon 

14 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

D  &  D  Suggs 

*Black-bellied  Plover 

8F 

2 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

16 

1 

Allegany  Twp. 

Eaton 

*Semipalmated  Plover 

14F 

14 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson 

44 

16 

36 

Allegany  Twp. 

Eaton 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

30L 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

2 

37 

Yates  Twp. 

Watson 

44 

6 

20 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoons 

Listman 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

1-13 

1-2 

Sinking  Ponds,  E.  Aurora 

Holmes 

44 

1 

0 

Barne  Twp. 

Seamans 

44 

1 

0 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

20 

15. 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoons 

Listman,  Nicoletti 

Upland  Sandpiper 

IF 

2 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert 

44 

o 

1 

Y ates  T wp. 

Seamans 

44 

4 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’ Anna 

44 

28 

1 

Royal  ton  Twp. 

Potter,  D’Anna 

*Whimbrel 

27F 

2 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoons 

Listman,  Nicoletti 

*Semipalmated  Sandpiper  1  IF 

9 

Y ates  T wp. 

Roberson 

44 

30 

23 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson 

*Least  Sandpiper 

IF, 2 

1,6 

Yates  Twp. 

Suggs,  Seamans 

44 

6,20 

12 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoons 

Listman,  Nicoletti 

*White-r.  Sandpiper 

30F 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

1 

20 

Yates  Twp. 

D  &  D  Suggs 

44 

11 

5 

Yates  Twp. 

Roberson 

44 

22L 

11 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson 

Dunlin 

2,25 

6,4 

Y ates  T wp. 

Seaman,  Rew,Horbet 

44 

8 

6 

Morgan’s  Point,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

17 

1 

Allegany  Twp. 

Eaton 

44 

20 

53 

Tonaw  anda  WMA 

Listman,  Nicoletti 

44 

22 

33 

Tonaw  anda  WMA 

Watson,  Davis 

44 

28 

6 

Bird  Swamp,  Machias 

Schweigert 

Ruff 

1,4 

1 

Y  ates  T wp. 

Harper,  D’Anna 

44 

1 

1 

Yates  Twp.  (Reeve) 

D  &  D  Suggs 

Short-b.  Dowitcher 

20F 

3 

Tifft  N.P. 

Andrle  et  al 

44 

20F 

7 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoons 

Listman,  Nicoletti 

44 

'  20F 

1 

Tonaw  anda  WMA 

D’Anna 

*  Wilson’s  Phalarope 

14F 

1 

North  Collins  Twp. 

Andrle 
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Name  of  Bird 

May 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Wilson’s  Phalarope 

28,30 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

D’  Anna,  Potter  et  al 

Little  Gull 

2L 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Chilton 

*  Black  Tern 

IF 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Galas 

44 

8 

6 

Iroquois  NWR 

Seamans 

Black-billed  Cuckoo 

oo 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

44 

28 

3 

Royal  ton  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Yellow-billed  Cuckoo 

27 

1 

Wales  Twp. 

D’Anna 

44 

28 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

D’  Anna,  Potter 

Common  Nighthawk 

19 

o 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Watson 

44 

23 

1 

Depew 

Morgan  ti 

Chimnev  Swift 

5 

7 

N.  Tonawanda 

Galas,  Watson 

44 

12 

35 

Harbour  Point,  Bflo. 

Mueller 

44 

16 

2-4 

Amity  Twp.  (arr) 

Pitznck 

*Rubv-thr.  Hummingbird  2F 

1 

Eden  Valley  (0 

Andrle 

44 

3 

1 

Sheridan  Twp. 

C.  Budniewski 

Red-headed  Wdpkr.  12 

,13,14 

1 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

Cooper,Potter,DiTommaso 

13,14,16 

1 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

44 

19 

1 

Williamsville  Glen 

Yoerg 

44 

20,28 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Listman,Nicoletti,Symonds 

44 

21 

3 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

D  &  D  Suggs 

Olive-sided  Flycatcher 

oo 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Roberson 

44 

oo 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

*  Eastern  Wood- Pe  wee 

1  IF 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

D’Anna,  Turisk 

44 

22 

1 

Newstead  Twp. 

Watson 

Yellow-b.  Flycatcher 

16 

1 

Williamsville  Glen 

Yoerg 

Acadian  Flycatcher 

28,30 

1,2  PDBA 

Iroquois  NWR 

Symonds(Roch.  B.A.),  Morgantj 

44 

29 

3,2 

Persia  Twp.,  Otto  Twp. 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

31 

10  PDBA 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Chilton,  Mosher 

Alder  Flycatcher 

25-31 

1-6- 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitznck 

44 

30 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Willow  Flycatcher 

21 

1 

Goat  Island 

Potter,  D’  Anna 

44 

21 

3 

Iroquois  NWR 

D’Anna 

44 

22 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

44 

22 

1 

Sheridan  Twp. 

R  &  C  Budniewski 

Least  Flycatcher 

8 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

*  Cliff  Swallow 

IF 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

D’Anna 

44 

8 

1 

Y ates  T wp. 

Morganti 

44 

20 

100 

Red  House  Twp. 

Baird 

Common  Raven 

20,23 

3 

Farmersville  Twp. 

Chilton 

«  2° 

,29,30 

2 

Carrollton  Twp. 

Eaton 

Tufted  Titmouse 

1-31 

1-5 

6  reports  in  WNY 

Many  observers 

Carolina  Wren 

8 

1 

Times  Beach,  Buffalo 

Watson  (BOS) 

44 

18 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Davis 

Winter  Wren 

14 

1 

Williamsville  Glen 

Morganti 

44 

25 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

Andrle 

44 

29 

1 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

Marsh  Wren 

1 

2 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Galas 

44 

3 

1 

Sinking  Ponds,  E.  Aurora 

Holmes 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

21L 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher 

8 

5 

Iroq.  NWR  &  Tona.  WMA 

D  &  D  Suggs 

44 

28 

3 

Iroquois  NWR 

Symonds  (Roch.  B.A.) 

Eastern  Bluebird 

31 

18  pr. 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

*Veery 

'  3F 

1 

Sheridan  Twp. 

R.  Budniewski 
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Name  of  Bird 

Mav 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Veerv 

7,8 

o 

Tifft  N.P. 

D&D  Suggs, D’Anna,Watson 

28 

6 

Iroquois  NWR 

Symonds  (Roch.  B.A.) 

Grav-cheeked  Thrush 

13F 

1 

Goat  island 

Cooper,  Roberson 

44 

25 

1 

Tona wanda  Twp. 

Hess 

*Swainson’s  Thrush 

14F 

2 

Tona.  Indian  Reservation 

D’ Anna,  Turisk 

44 

16 

3 

Williamsville  Glen 

Yoerg 

Hermit  Thrush  8,13,14,18 

1 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

Northern  Mockingbird 

22 

1 

Wilson 

Rising 

American  Pipet 

6L 

6 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoons 

Listman 

*White-eved  Vireo 

2F,4-8 

1 

Goat  Island 

Potter  et  al 

44 

7,8 

2,1 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

44 

11 

1 

Newfane  Twp. 

Rising 

44 

11 

1 

Oakfield  Twp. 

Seamans 

Yellovv-thr.  Vireo 

4 

1 

Goat  Island 

Potter,  Schopp 

^Philadelphia  Vireo  1 

2F, 16,17 

1 

Sinking  Ponds,  E.  Aurora 

Holmes 

44 

24,27L 

1,1 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

44 

27L 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Benham 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

9 

1 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

*Golden-w.  Warbler 

6F,9 

1,1 

Goat  Island 

Potter,  Roberson 

*  ’Brewster’ s”  Warbler 

1  IF 

1 

Alden 

Rising 

44 

20 

1 

Hanover  T  wp. 

R.  Budniewski 

44 

28 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

Rising 

*  "Lawrence’ s  ’’  W arbler 

7F.21 

1 

Crick’s  Run,  Allegany  S.P. 

Schweigert  et  al 

^Tennessee  Warbler 

7F 

2 

Allegany  S.P. 

Schweigert 

44 

8 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

27L 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Benham 

Nashville  Warbler 

6 

1 

Wilson  Twp. 

Cooper 

44 

30L 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Northern  Parula 

6,7 

1,2 

Goat  Island 

Potter,  Roberson 

44 

8 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Y oerg,  Henderson 

44 

21 

2 

Alleganv  S.P. 

Schweigert 

44 

22L 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Morganti 

Chestnut-s.  Warbler 

5-3 1L 

1-6 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitznck 

*  Magnolia  Warbler 

9F-22 

1-8 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

44 

9F,  16 

1,7 

Williamsville  Glen 

Yoerg 

*Cape  May  Warbler 

8F 

1 

Times  Beach,  Buffalo 

Galas 

8F,9, 13,16 

1-3 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

44 

20L 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Listman,  Nicoletti 

Black-thr.  Blue  Warbler  1 

1 

Carrollton  Twp. 

Eaton 

*  Blackburnian  Warbler 

4F 

1 

Carrollton  Twp. 

Eaton 

44 

4F 

1 

Goat  Island 

Potter,  Schopp 

44 

7 

3 

Allegany  S.P. 

Schweigert 

44 

7 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

Pine  Warbler 

1 

1-4 

Port  Weller,  Ont. 

Many  observers 

12,16,21L 

1  O  1 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

20.23.27 

1,2,1 

Farmersville  Twp. 

Chilton 

*Praine  Warbler  5F,  15,19, 27F 

2,2,2, 1PDBA 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitznck 

44 

27 

1 

Ellicottville  Twp. 

Yoerg,  Chilton 

Palm  Warbler 

1 

4 

Pot  Weller,  Ont. 

Roberson, Smith  et  al 

44 

19L 

1 

Williamsville  Glen 

Yoerg 

*  Bay -breasted  Warbler 

12F 

1 

Goat  Island 

Potter 

44 

12F 

1 

Lewiston  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

16,19 

4,5 

Williamsville  Glen 

Yoerg 
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Name  of  Bird 

May 

Number 

Location 
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Bav-breasted  Warbler 

28L 

1 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

17 

1 

Wilson-Tuscarora  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

21 

1 

Sheridan  Twp. 

R.  Budniewski 

44 

27L 

n 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

^Cerulean  Warbler 

IF 

1 

Port  Weller,  Ont. 

Watson,  D’  Anna  et  al 

44 

12 

1 

Sinking  Ponds,  E.  Aurora 

Holmes 

44 

30 

10 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morganti 

*Prothonotary  Warbler 

13F,21,30 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Y  oerg,D’  Anna,Morganti 

*Worm-eatin2  Warbler 

1 

1 

Port  Weller,  Ont.  D’ Anna,Roberson,Watson  et  al 

*Ovenbird 

3F,3 1 

1-3 

13  reports  in  WNY 

Many  observers 

Louisiana  Waterthrush 

8 

1 

Carrollton  Twp. 

Baird 

44 

30L 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morganti 

Connecticut  Warbler 

22 

1 

Allegany  S.P. 

Baied,Schweigert,  Eaton 

*Mouming  Warbler 

1  IF 

1 

Williamsville  Glen 

Suggs 

44 

19 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Watson 

44 

19 

2 

Williamsville  Glen 

Yoerg 

Common  Yellowthroat 

1-31 

1-15 

10  reports  in  WNY 

Many  observers 

*  Hooded  Warbler 

7F 

1 

Allegany  S.P. 

Schweigert 

44 

11 

1 

Carrollton  Twp. 

Eaton 

Wilson’s  Warbler 

20 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Holmes  (EABC) 

44 

21  22 

1,2 

Tifft  N.P. 

Davis,  Morganti 

44 

27L 

1 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

^Canada  Warbler 

14F 

1 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 

Potter,  DiTommaso 

44 

16 

1 

Williamsville  Glen 

Yoerg,  Morganti 

44 

16 

4 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

Scarlet  Tanager 

8-31 

1-8 

12  reports  in  WNY 

Many  observers 

Rose-br.  Grosbeak 

1F-31 

1-7 

12  reports  in  WNY 

Many  observ  ers 

*Indigo  Bunting 

13F 

1 

Goat  Island 

Potter 

44 

15-31 

1-2 

6  reports  in  WNY 

Many  observers 

Rufous-sided  Tovvhee 

1-20 

2 

Harbour  Point,  Buffalo 

Mueller 

Amencan  Tree  Sparrow 

11L 

1 

Cambria  Twp. 

Roberson 

Field  Sparrow 

1-31 

1-5 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitznck 

*  Grasshopper  Sparrow 

IF 

3 

Clarence  Twp. 

Galas 

44 

25 

1 

Porter  Twp. 

Rew,  Horbett 

44 

28 

1 

Royal  ton  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

30 

1 

Clarence  Twp. 

Watson 

44 

31 

1 

Andover  Twp. 

Brooks 

Fox  Sparrow 

2L 

2 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Galas 

Lincoln’s  Sparrow 

6 

I 

Goat  Island 

Potter 

44 

7 

2 

Tifft  N.P. 

D  &  D  Suggs 

44 

22L 

5 

Tifft  N.P. 

Galas,  Morganti 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

1F-5 

3 

Wales  Twp. 

Rosche 

44 

29L 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

1-20 

3 

Wales  Twp. 

Rosche 

44 

21L 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

D’Anna 

^Bobolink 

IF 

1 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert 

44 

2-31 

1-20 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitznck 

Rusty  Blackbird 

8F 

10 

Carrollton  Twp. 

Baird 

44 

19L 

4 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Watson 

*  Orchard  Oriole 

8F 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

28 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

Cooper 

Pine  Siskin 

2 

1 

Sinking  Ponds,  E.  Aurora 

Holmes 

44 

10-12 

2 

Williamsville  (f) 

Yoerg 
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Name  of  Bird  May  Number  Location  Observer 

Pine  Siskin  10,18,20  11,2,1  Eden  Valley  (0  Andrle 

“  30L  1  Lancaster  (0  Morganti 

Evening  Grosbeak  1-14  1-7  4  reports  in  WNY  Many  observers 

“  1-13  50,30,1  Wales  Twp.(f)  Rosche 

“  17L  10  Darien  Tvvp.  (f)  Harper 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded . ’ . 194 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  .  .  .  incl.  May  count  .  57 

Total  for  vear . 251 

* 


*1*  *1*  4*  4*  4*  4*  4*  4* 

'T  rr*  #r  'r  *T*  'r 

Report  of  the  58th  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  May  Bird  Count 


Date:  Mav  15,  1994 


COMPILERS:  Mike  Hamilton,  Lynne  Landon,  Terry  Yonker 


WEATHER;  During  the  count  penod  a  very  complex  weather  system  moved  northward  through  the  count  territory. 
On  Saturday  four  low  pressure  areas  were  distributed  along  a  low  pressure  trough  and  partially  occluded  cold 
front  that  stretched  from  the  west  end  of  Lake  Superior  to  central  Texas.  A  secondary  trough  of  low  pressure  and 
a  stationary  front  stretched  from  the  cold  front  in  eastern  Nebraska  to  southern  Georgia.  Weather  in  the  count 
territory  was  influenced  by  a  looping  high  pressure  area  that  stretched  from  Georgian  Bay  to  North  Carolina.  By 
early  Sunday  morning  the  low  pressure  areas  had  consolidated  into  a  single  deepening  low  pressure  area  located 
over  northern  Michigan  with  a  cold  front  that  trailed  off  through  the  Mississippi  Valley  to  Texas.  The  stationary' 
front  began  to  move  northward  as  a  warm  front  and  passed  through  the  count  territory  during  the  count  penod. 
As  the  warm  front  progressed  northward  clear  skies  became  cloudy,  followed  by  rain  and  partial  cleanng  late  in 
the  day.  Winds  shifted  clockwise  from  the  East  to  the  Southwest  and  increased  dunng  the  day.  Temperatures  in 
the  mid  50's  climbed  to  the  upper  60's  by  evening.  Some  sections  along  the  northern  shore  of  Lake  Ene  and 
along  Lake  Ontario  expenenced  heavy  fog  dunng  the  morning.  Dew  point  temperatures  approached  ambient 
temperatures  after  8:00  a.m.,  resulting  in  a  cool,  rainy,  and  oppressive  day  until  the  front  passed  through. 
Barometric  pressure  fell  throughout  the  day.  Observations  at  Buffalo  International  Airport  at  three  hour  intervals 
are  listed  below  indicating  that  the  warm  front  passed  through  Buffalo  at  approximately  Noon. 


Time 

Weather 

Temperature 

Dew  Point 

Pressure  (mb) 

12am 

Fair 

55 

38 

991 

E@7 

3am 

Mostly  Cloudy 

55 

35 

987 

SE@7 

6am 

Light  Rain 

58 

43 

981 

ESE  @  7 

9am 

Light  Ram 

58 

52 

979 

SE  @  9 

Noon 

Heavy  Rain 

62 

60 

976 

S  @7 

3pm 

Light  Rain 

64 

63 

971 

SSW  @  13 

6pm 

Partly  Sunny 

68 

63 

969 

WSW  @  14 

9pm 

Cloudy 

63 

60 

967 

SW  @  15 

Weather  appeared  to  have  a  major  influence  on  the  count  and  the  movement  of  migrants.  Some  sections  saw 
little  movement  of  warblers  until  the  warm  front  passed  through  and  winds  switched  to  the  South.  Decade  low 
numbers  of  raptors  may  also  be  related  to  the  weather. 

COMPILATION:  The  following  is  a  list  of  species  seen  on  the  count  followed  by  the  total  number  observed.  Where 
a  species  was  recorded  in  three  or  fewer  sections,  the  section  numbers  appear  in  parentheses.  Boldface 
names  indicate  species  for  which  acceptable  written  verifications  were  received.  F  and  L  represent  first  and 
last  dates  for  the  spring  migration;  *  represents  first  record  for  the  year;  pdba  represents  “previously 
designated  breeding  area.” 
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Loons  -  Ducks 


Common  Loon 

15 

Blue-w inged  Teal 

22 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

14 

Northern  Shoveler 

5 

(10) 

Double-crested  Cormorant 

479 

Gadwall 

5 

(5,10) 

American  Bittern 

3 

(3,6,28) 

American  Wigeon 

11 

Great  Blue  Heron 

203 

Redhead 

5 

(10) 

Great  Egret 

4 

(11,27) 

Ring-necked  Duck 

4 

(5,10) 

Tricolored  Heron 

1 

(ID 

Lesser  Scaup 

12 

(3,6,7) 

Green  Heron 

58 

scaup  species 

30 

Black -crowned  Night  Heron 

19 

Common  Goldeneye 

1 

(5) 

Tundra  Swan 

2 

(10,17) 

BulTlehead 

16 

(2,7,21) 

Canada  Goose 

1621 

Hooded  Merganser 

6 

Wood  Duck 

221 

Common  Merganser 

20 

Green-w  inged  Teal 

4 

(8,21) 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

150 

American  Black  Duck 

11 

Ruddy  Duck 

5 

(10,28) 

Mallard 

843 

Raptors 

-  Rails 

Turkey  Vulture 

75 

American  Kestrel 

66 

Osprey 

16 

Ring-necked  Pheasant 

31 

Northern  Hamer 

10 

Ruffed  Grouse 

33 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

13 

Wild  Turkey 

82 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

7 

(9,19,26) 

Virginia  Rail 

8 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

9 

Sora 

4 

(10,23) 

Broad-winged  Hawk 

9 

Common  Moorhen 

18 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

146 

American  Coot 

i  i 

1  1 

(5,10) 

Plovers 

-  Terns 

Semipalmated  Plover 

35 

Dunlin 

110 

Killdeer 

482 

Short-billed  Dowitcher 

*F  5 

(25) 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

13 

Common  Snipe 

12 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

36 

American  Woodcock 

21 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

12 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

73 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

107 

Ring-billed  Gull 

19839 

Upland  Sandpiper 

7 

(2,6) 

Herring  Gull 

2403 

Ruddy  T urns  tone  *  F 

14 

(7,21,25) 

Great  Black-backed  Gull 

99 

Semipalmated  Sandpiper 

17 

(13,10) 

Caspian  Tem 

94 

Least  Sandpiper 

136 

Common  Tem 

267 

White-rumped  Sandpiper  *F 

1 

(4) 

Black  Tem 

4 

(521) 

Doves  - 

Swallows 

Rock  Dove 

969 

Pileated  Woodpecker 

30 

Mourning  Dove 

1369 

Olive-sided  Flycatcher 

*F 

1 

(20) 

Black-billed  Cuckoo 

*F 

4 

Eastern  Wood  Pewee 

17 

Yellow-billed  Cuckoo 

*F 

3 

(13,20) 

Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher 

* 

1 

(9) 

Eastern  Screech-Owl 

4 

(3,9,13) 

Acadian  Flycatcher  pdba 

*F 

1 

(14) 

Great  Homed  Owl 

6 

(11,19,20) 

Alder  Flycatcher 

*F 

2 

(22,26) 

Barred  Ow  1 

12 

Willow  Flycatcher 

*F 

9 
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Long-eared  Owl 

1 

(26) 

Least  Fly  catcher 

103 

Northern  Saw-whet  Owl 

1 

(28) 

empidonax  species 

4 

Common  Nighthawk  *F 

1 

(28) 

Eastern  Phoebe 

228 

Chimney  Swift 

229 

Great  Crested  Flycatcher 

118 

Ruby-throated  Hummingbird 

148 

Eastern  Kingbird 

233 

Belted  Kingfisher 

60 

Homed  Lark 

26 

Red -headed  Woodpecker 

22 

Purple  Martin 

552 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker 

37 

Tree  Swallow 

2683 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 

31 

No.  Rough-winged  Swallow 

•  502 

Downy  Woodpecker 

226 

Bank  Swallow 

833 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

59 

Cliff  Swallow 

156 

Northern  Flicker 

222 

Bam  Swallow 

2899 

Jays  - 

Starlings 

Blue  Jay 

1040 

Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher 

17 

American  Crow 

1846 

Eastern  Bluebird 

127 

Common  Raven  pdba 

5 

(28) 

Veery 

57 

Black-capped  Chickadee 

864 

Swainson’s  Thrush 

26 

Tufted  Titmouse 

81 

Hermit  Thrush 

27 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch 

59 

Wood  Thrush 

283 

White-breasted  Nuthatch 

138 

American  Robin 

5166 

Brown  Creeper 

14 

Gray  Catbird 

656 

Carolina  Wren 

5 

(7,8,14) 

Mockingbird 

6 

House  Wren 

321 

Brown  Thrasher 

28 

Winter  Wren 

11 

American  Pipit 

34 

Marsh  Wren 

15 

(10,11) 

Cedar  Wax  wing 

167 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

21 

European  Starling 

5200 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 

40 

Vireos  - 

Warblers 

Solitary  Vireo 

35 

Blackburnian  Warbler 

102 

Yell ow-throa ted  Vireo 

13 

Pine  Warbler 

5 

Warbling  Vireo 

127 

Prairie  Warbler 

13 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

21 

Palm  Warbler 

41 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

150 

Bay-breasted  Warbler 

112 

Blue-winged  Warbler 

122 

Blackpoll  Warbler  *F 

17 

“Brewster’s  Warbler” 

1 

(12) 

Cerulean  Warbler 

17 

Golden-winged  Warbler 

3 

(9,10,28) 

Black-and-White  Warbler 

56 

Tennessee  Warbler 

46 

American  Redstart 

241 

Orange-crow  ned  Warbler  *F 

1 

(19) 

Prothonotary  Warbler 

1 

Nashv  ille  Warbler 

36 

Ovenbird 

172 

Northern  Parula 

6 

Northern  Waterthrush 

22 

Yellow  Warbler 

1558 

Louisiana  Waterthrush 

7 

Chestnut-sided  Warbler 

291 

Connecticut  Warbler  * 

1 

Magnolia  Warbler 

153 

Mourning  Warbler 

11 

Cape  May  Warbler 

60 

Common  Yellowthroat 

545 

Black-throated  Blue  Warbler 

93 

Hooded  Warbler 

62 

Yellow -rumped  Warbler 

584 

Wilson's  Warbler  *F 

10 

Black-tliroated  Green  Warbler 

143 

Canada  Warbler 

20 

Tanagers 

-  Finches 

Scarlet  Tanager 

125 

Bobolink 

889 

Northern  Cardinal 

651 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

6297 

(13,20,23) 


(5,18,28) 


(5) 

(3) 
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Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 

421 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

261 

Indigo  Bunting 

77 

Yellow-headed  Blackbird  * 

l 

Rufous-sided  Towhee 

151 

Rusty  Blackbird 

31 

Chipping  Sparrow 

739 

Common  Grackle 

5274 

Field  Sparrow 

137 

Brow  n-headed  Cowbird 

763 

Vesper  Sparrow 

6 

Orchard  Oriole 

2 

Savannah  Sparrow- 

180 

Northern  Oriole 

602 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 

8  (10,13) 

Purple  Finch 

283 

Song  Sparrow 

1511 

House  Finch 

1066 

Lincoln’s  Sparrow 

6 

Pine  Siskin 

66 

Swamp  Sparrow 

108 

American  Goldfinch 

1883 

Win te- throated  Sparrow 

134 

Evening  Grosbeak 

136 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

464 

House  Sparrow 

1763 

Dark -eyed  Jimco 

215 

Summary  Information: 

Total  Species  Observed  - 

198 

Hybnd -  1 

Total  Individual  Birds  Observed  -  85319 
Number  of  Observers  -  284 


The  count  totals  were  near  average:  the  species  count  was  2  below  the  decade  average,  and  10  above  the  57  year  average.  Total 

individuals  were  7,723  above  the  decade  average,  29,466  above  the  56  year  average. 

When  decade  comparisons  are  offered  they  are  for  the  period  from  1985  to  1994. 

Loons  -  Ducks:  Double-crested  Cormorant  479:  record  high,  previous  high  453  in  1992  record.  Tricolored  Heron  1:  only  other  record 
was  1  in  1977.  Blue-winged  Teal  22:  lowest  count  since  1952.  Hooded  Merganser  6:  decade  low,  lowest  count  since  0  in  1980. 

Raptors  -  Rails:  Turkey  Vulture  75:  decade  low.  Northern  Harrier  10:  decade  low.  Red-shouldered  Hawk  9:  decade  low.  Broad-winged 
Hawk  9:  lowest  count  since  7  in  1970.  Wild  Turkey  82:  second  highest  count  to  84  in  1993. 

Plovers  -  Terns:  Lesser  Yellowlegs  36:  record  high,  previous  high  35  in  1988.  Caspian  Tern  94:  record  high,  more  than  5  times  the 
previous  high  of  17  in  1978. 

Doves  -  Swallows:  Black-billed  Cuckoo  4:  decade  low.  Great  Homed  Owl  6:  lowest  count  since  5  in  1969.  Barred  Owl  12:  decade 
high.  Long-eared  Owl  1:  first  seen  since  1989,  seen  in  only  15  years  out  of  57.  N.  Saw-whet  Owl  1:  first  seen  since  1975,  1  owl 
seen  only  in  each  of  4  other  years.  Common  Nighthawk  1:  lowest  count  since  1977.  Red-bellied  Woodpecker  37:  record  high, 
previous  high  34  in  1984.  Eastern  Wood  Pewee  17:  lowest  count  since  13  in  1981.  Alder  Flycatcher  2:  lowest  count  since  2 
in  1983.  Great  Crested  Flycatcher  1 18:  lowest  count  since  104  in  1984.  Eastern  Kingbird  233:  lowest  count  since  0  in  1982. 
(Section  3  saw  3,000-4,000  mixed  swallows  too  far  out  on  Lake  Ontario  identify.) 

Jays  -  Starlings:  Tufted  Titmouse  81:  record  high,  previous  high  68  in  1988.  Red-breasted  Nuthatch  59:  highest  count  since  64  in 
1981.  Golden-crowned  Kinglet  21:  highest  count  since  22  in  1974.  Ruby-crowned  Kinglet  40:  decade  high,  but  83  in  1984.  Veery 
57:  lowest  count  since  0  in  1960.  Brown  Thrasher  28:  lowest  count  since  23  in  1957.  American  Pipit  34:  highest  count  since  188 
in  1982. 

Vireos  -  Warblers:  Chestnut-sided  Warbler  291:  highest  count  since  3 18  in  1975  Black -throated  Blue  Warbler  93:  highest  since  207  in 
1948.  Yellow-rumped  Warbler  584:  decade  high.  Palm  Warbler  41:  record  high,  previous  record  29  in  1945.  Bay-breasted  1 12: 
highest  count  388  in  1978.  Connecticut  Warbler  1:  first  seen  since  1974,  seen  in  only  9  other  years.  Mourning  Warbler  1 1: 
lowest  count  since  8  in  1984. 

Tanagers  -  House  Sparrows:  Indigo  Bunting  77:  lowest  count  since  68  in  1973.  Lincoln's  Sparrow  6:  decade  high.  White-throated 
SparTow  134:  decade  high.  White-crowned  Sparrow  464:  highest  count  since  1059  in  1977.  Yellow-headed  Blackbird  1:  only  one 
other  sighting  in  1945. 

OBSERVERS:  Compilers  are  printed  in  boldface: 


Section  1: 
Section  2: 
Section  3 : 
Section  4: 
Section  5: 
Section  6: 
Section  7: 


David  Cooper,  Lynne  Landon,  Terry  Yonker. 

Michael  Davis,  Brenda  Turchiarelli. 

Willie  D'Anna,  Harriet  Klabunde,  Walter  Klabunde,  Donald  Roberson,  David  Suggs,  Debra  Suggs. 

Robert  Brock,  William  Watson. 

Don  Brasure,  Dick  Christensen,  Peggy  Christensen,  Morgan  Jones,  Bob  Lipp,  Marion  Smith,  Bill  Townsend 
Bob  Andrle,  Jerry  Chappie,  Joe  Thill. 

Richard  Byron,  Michael  Hamilton,  Jack  Mansfield,  Sonja  Mansfield. 
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Section  8:  Alice  McKale,  Ellen  Schopp,  Margaret  Stewart,  Mike  Zebehazy 

Section  9:  Tom  Burke,  Willie  D'Anna,  Dean  DiTommaso,  Betsy  Potter. 

Section  10:  Richard  Collins,  Joe  DiDomenico,  Mike  Galas,  Dave  Junkin,  Marty  Junkin,  Gerry  Rising. 

Section  11:  Debbie  Brown,  Malone  Harvvitz,  Mitchell  Harwitz,  Jane  Heyer,  Alec  Humann,  Margo  Shoemaker,  Margaret  Stewart, 
Alice  McKale,  Roberta  Vallone. 

Section  12:  Ann  Bauer,  Marian  Bee,  Tom  Harper,  Linda  Holmes,  Joseph  Lesser,  Marlene  Phillips,  Donna  Wieand. 

Section  13:  Melanie  Darnel,  Jean  Gnnnell,  Eileen  Hull,  Robert  Hull,  Jane  Mason,  Max  Mason,  Don  Thurau. 

Section  14:  Ernie  Baker,  Ken  Brandes,  Phyllis  Hansen,  Doug  Happ,  Adelade  Hunley,  Erma  Kern,  Bob  Leonard,  Evelyn  Mauser,  Sandy 
Radigan,  Mary  Seville,  Barbara  Walker,  Margaret  Wooley. 

Section  15:  William  Bogacki,  Edward  Ratajczak,  Art  Rosche,  Olga  Rosche,  Karen  Wallace. 

Section  16:  Tom  Connare,  Marian  Domhaffer,  Fran  Rew. 

Section  17:  Carolyn  Frank,  Aubrey  Horbett,  Bert  Schweigert. 

Section  18:  Bruce  Chilton,  Peter  Yoerg 

Section  19:  Allegany  County  Bird  Club:  Ron  Andrews,  L.  Arnold,  Mrs.  L.  Arnold,  Lucile  Bailey,  Sandy  Bielewicz,  Faye  Clancy, 
Barbara  Cronk,  Alice  Evans,  Lois  Harvey,  Will  Hodnett,  Lyle  Hotchkiss,  Janet  Lang,  Dora  Lilly,  Howard  Lilly,  Marilyn  Main, 
Phil  Main,  Andrew  Mullen,  Larry  Mullen,  Roger  Nicholson,  Mrs.  Roger  Nicholson,  Virginia  Norton,  Katherine  Palmer, 

Jean  Perry,  Vesta  Rice,  Elaine  Smith,  Emmette  Smith,  Manon  Smith,  William  Smith,  Oliver  Wiliams,  Mrs.  Oliver 
Williams,  Larry  Wilson,  Jean  Wilson,  Richard  Wilson. 

Section  20:  Lake  Erie  Bird  Club:  Chris  Budmewski,  Ray  Budniewski,  Paul  Farver,  Joanne  Goetz,  Joe  Gula,  P  Hanlon,  Terry 
Mosher,  David  Neveu,  B.  Peterson,  Marty  Sanders,  Audrey  Schafer,  Jeamne  Smith,  J.  Vernon,  L.  Vernon,  Doris  Welch,  Tom 
Welch. 

Section  21:  Jamestown  Audubon  Society:  Virginia  Anderson,  John  Cheney,  Daniel  Cordosi,  Lynn  Cresanti,  Philip  Erickson,  Marilyn 
Erickson,  Julie  Heilman,  Ranjit  Laha,  Carol  Roby,  William  Sharp,  Susan  Suckow,  Robert  Sundell,  Sally  Whetstein. 

Section  22:  Jamestown  Audubon  Society  :  Scott  Allen,  Shawn  Allen,  Dan  Cordosi,  Ranjit  Laha,  Jesse  Morando,  Linda  O'Brien, 

Robert  Sundell. 

Section  23:  Jamestown  Audubon  Society:  Daniel  Cordosi,  Ranjit  Laha,  Jeremy  Maggio,  Stephen  Maggio,  Robert  Sundell. 

Section  24:  Timothy  Baird. 

Section  25:  Timothy  Baird,  Arlene  Bordonaro,  Lucille  Bordonaro,  Stephen  Eaton,  Margaret  Green,  Arlene  Kmttle,  Cora  Moser, 
Jacob  Moser. 

Section  26:  Allegany  County  Bird  Club:  Lewellyn  Bump,  Roberta  Bump,  Doris  Burton,  Frances  Hunt,  Mary  Jordan,  Ann  Scott, 
Morris  Scott,  Bruce  Smalley,  Sally  Smalley. 

Section  27:  Allegany  County  Bird  Club:  Margaret  Barnett,  Doris  Burton,  Estella  Cronauer,  June  Dickinson,  Audrey  Dunham, 
George  Dunham,  Dons  Hurlburt,  Norman  Ives,  Don  King,  Emma  Lou  King,  Bob  James,  Clanbel  James,  Helen  Link,  Raymond 
Pitznck,  Vivian  Pitznck,  Wilma  Sanford,  Lillian  Simons,  Jake  Strong,  Bill  Thompson,  Fran  Thompson,  Fred  Wygant,  Pat 
Wygant. 

Section  28:  Allegany  County  Bird  Club:  Mallery  Adams,  Mary  Adams,  Charlotte  Alderson,  Russell  Allen,  Dorothy  Bayless,  Fred 
Bayless,  Esther  Biehl,  Don  Brink,  Loma  Brink,  Warren  Bouch,  Elizabeth  Brooks,  Judson  Browning,  Debbie  Bucholz,  Betty 
Burdick,  Carl  Burdick,  Doris  Burton,  Clifford  Button,  Diane  Converso,  Dale  Coats,  Zoe  Coombs,  Jim  Copenheaver, 
Cynthia  Culley,  Paul  Culley,  Elsie  Cushing,  Val  Cushing,  Larry  Deverell,  .Amalie  Donius,  Luke  Donius,  Laurie  DeMott, 

Phyllis  DuBrieul,  Ann  Eisenhardt,  Robert  Eisenhardt,  Dorotha  Fanton,  Peter  Finlay,  Terry  Finlay,  Keegan  Fleming,  Walt 
Franklin,  Mary  Alice  Fuller,  John  Gradoni,  Millei  Hayes,  Virginia  Hogan,  Elsie  Kent,  Kathy  Kent,  Allister  Klingensmith, 
Clarence  Klingensmith,  Margaret  Klingensmith,  Mark  Klingensmith,  Ellen  Lamb,  Barry  Lash,  Hannah  Lash,  Martha  Lash, 
Rachel  Lash,  Kathy  MacDonald,  Marion  McClure,  Mary  Ormsby,  Lyle  Palmiter,  Thelma  Palmiter,  Beverly  Perry,  Helene  Phelan, 
Sean  Phelan,  Anne  Pipal,  Bob  Pipal,  Raymond  Pitzrick,  Vivian  Pitznck,  Dan  Rase,  Ona  Reynolds,  Kelly  Roberts,  Violet 
Sharrett,  Rita  Sick,  Helen  Shear,  Norb  Shear,  Maureen  Soule,  Connor  Stephens,  Wilma  (Mrs.  Gordon)  Taggart,  Bruce  Taggart, 
Wilma  (Mrs.  Bruce)  Taggart,  Evelyn  Thomas,  Bea  Thompson,  Suzanne  Wood,  Ed  Mason,  Maijorie  Mason. 

(With  many  thanks  to  Gerry'  Rising  for  his  thoughtful  help  and  keyboard  time,  Mike,  Lynne  and  Terry) 

Tifft  Nature  Preserve  Field  Trip 

May  9,  1994,  started  off  as  a  cold  wet  day  with  a  temperature  of  45°  (F),  but  soon  the  dnzzle  stopped  and 
by  noon  the  overcast  sky  became  partly  cloudy  and  the  temperature  warmed  to  58°  (F).  The  cold,  wet  weather  was 
a  factor,  and  only  six  bird  watchers  were  at  the  Tifft  Nature  Preserve  parking  lot  at  7:00AM. 
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At  the  visitor  center  we  found  Red-breasted  Nuthatch  and  White-crowned  Sparrow,  and  John  Welte 
pointed  out  a  nearby  Chipping  Sparrow.  Walking  along  Mosquito  Junction  Boardwalk  we  flushed  out  two 
American  Bittern  and  saw  three  Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks,  a  Black-and-white  Warbler,  a  female  Scarlet  Tanager 
and  a  Brown  Creeper.  It  was  here  Ken  Brandes  heard  a  Chestnut-sided  Warbler,  and  Cathy  Mueller  and  Vicki 
Onorato  pointed  out  the  song  of  a  Black-throated  Green  Warbler. 

On  Old  Tifft  we  saw  an  American  Redstart,  a  Black-throated  Blue  Warbler,  and  Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher. 
On  Rabbit  Run  we  added  Rufous-sided  Towhee,  Hairy  Woodpecker  and  a  pair  of  Brown  Thrashers  that  Mike 
Galas  pointed  out.  Finishing  the  trip  at  Times  Beach,  34  Double-crested  Cormorants,  26  Great  Black-backed 
Gulls,  and  a  Carolina  Wren  were  added  to  the  list  for  a  total  of  70  species,  10  of  which  were  warblers. 

At  4:00  Mike  Galas,  my  wife,  and  I  returned  to  Tifft  to  observe  the  “hot  line  bird”  a  Tricolored  Heron, 
that  Willie  D’Anna  and  Linda  Holmes  showed  us  near  the  south  blind. 

William  Watson 


In  Memory  of  Tom  Insalaco 

For  Christmas  of  1992  Tom  Insalaco  had  received  a  membership  in  the  Aquatic  Center.  He  had  hinted  that 
more  exercise  might  overcome  the  feeling  of  exhaustion  that  was  bothering  him.  So  five  times  a  week  he  did  his 
21  laps. 

Tom  had  been  a  vigorous  man  who  took  care  of  his  health.  When  the  dangers  of  smoking  first  came  to 
light  22  years  ago  both  he  and  his  wife,  Alice,  promptly  gave  up  the  habit.  He  had  survived  the  rigors  of  the 
Korean  war,  and  in  his  most  recent  job  had  worked  18  years  at  Harrison  Radiator  Division  of  General  Motors.  He 
was  a  tool  heat  treatment  specialist,  never  refusing  long  hours  of  overtime.  He  did  notice  that  he  became  fatigued 
more  readily,  so  when  the  company  made  a  favorable  offer  to  older  employees  he  accepted  it.  He  retired  in  March 
1993  at  the  age  of  63. 

As  Tom’s  family  of  five  children  matured  and  left  home  he  had  more  time  to  pursue  his  interests.  He 
became  active  in  the  Buffalo  Audubon  Society  and  in  time  was  elected  to  the  Board  of  Directors  and  later  to  the 
Nominating  Committee. 

He  had  been  interested  in  birds  since  he  was  nine  and  biraea  whenever  time  was  available.  He  began 
coming  to  the  meetings  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  and  joined  it  in  1989,  and  was  voted  into  Active 
status  in  1991.  He  enjoyed  taking  part  in  as  many  meetings  and  field  trips  as  his  work  schedule  would  permit.  He 
was  elected  to  the  BOS  Council  in  1992. 

After  his  retirement  Tom  and  Alice  enjoyed  a  birding  trip  by  auto  which  encompassed  Whooping  Cranes  in 
Texas  and  Sandhill  Cranes  in  Florida.  Other  trips  were  in  the  plans. 

Fate  intervened  in  the  Fall  of  1993,  eight  months  after  retirement,  when  his  doctor  advised  him  that  he  had 
lung  cancer.  An  operation  was  performed  which  seemed  successful.  Tom  returned  to  BOS  meetings  and  he 
appeared  to  be  his  usual  cheerful  self.  However  the  cancer  had  spread,  and  other  operations  failed  to  contain  it.  He 
died  May  3,  1994.  Tom  will  be  missed  by  his  many  friends.  We  offer  our  heartfelt  sympathy  to  his  wife  and  the 
other  members  of  his  family. 

Bill  Burch 

New  York  State  Big  Day 
Record  Broken 

Congratulations  to  a  4  man  team  of  birders  which  tabulated  184  species  on  May  22,  1994,  breaking  the 
New  York  State  Big  Day  Record. 

Two  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  members  were  on  the  successful  team  which  accomplished  the  feat  in 
a  little  over  21  hours,  while  covering  approximately  450  miles  of  driving. 

If  you  want  more  details  ask  our  own  Willie  D’Anna  or  Bret  Ewaald  who  joined  Mike  Davis  and  Davis 
Tetlou  to  beat  the  previous  record  of  179  species. 

David  Cooper 

0j+  *T*  *T*  *T* 
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MEMBERSHIP  NEWS 

The  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  notes 
with  sadness  the  passing  of: 

ALICE  S.  ULRICH 
A  member  since  1930. 

And 

TOM  INSALACO 
A  member  since  1989. 

'r  v 


BOS  MEETINGS 


Nov.  9:  B.O.S.  65^  Anniversary  Dinner  to  be  held  at  Fanny’s  Restaurant  in  Amherst.  The  guest 

speaker  for  the  evening  will  be  Dr.  R.  I.  Guy  Morrison  from  the  Migratory  Bird  Research  Division, 
Canadian  Wildlife  Service,  Quebec,  Canada.  Since  1973  Dr.  Momson  has  worked  for  the  Canadian 
Wildlife  Service  with  research  on  shorebirds  and  has  set  up  the  Mari  times  Shorebirds  Survey  which 
is  used  to  identify  key  migration  areas  in  eastern  Canada.  He  has  earned  out  large  scale  banding 
studies  in  James  Bay  and  he  has  contributed  to  the  development  of  the  Western  Hemisphere 
Shorebird  Reserve  Network.  The  program  “High  Arctic  Globetrotters:  Shorebirds  and  Their 
Lifestyles”  will  cover  the  studies  that  are  earned  out  from  the  Ellesmere  Island  to  Tierra  del  Fuego, 
will  desenbe  the  unique  Canadian  studies  made  to  identify  breeding  and  migration  requirements  of 
shorebirds,  as  well  as  tell  us  about  aenal  surveys  and  atlasing  of  the  neotropics  to  identify  key 
wintering  areas  for  these  globetrotting  shorebirds.  Dr.  Momson’s  presentation  will  deal  not  only 
with  the  shorebirds  themselves  but  also  with  the  particular  work  performed  by  the  scientists  in  these 
shorebird  studies.  (Reservations  are  required  for  this  evening  -  please  refer  to  the  reservation  form 
inside  the  back  cover ). 

If  you  would  like  to  present  a  program  or  have  a  suggestion  for  a  speaker  or  a  topic,  please  contact  Michael 
Davis  at  874-2721. 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  1 
through  June  15,  inclusive,  except  for  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December.  Meetings  begin  at 
7:30  p.m.  and  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020  Humbolt  Parkway,  Buffalo,  New  York. 

FIELD  TRIPS 


Aug.  28:  Sunday.  Canadian  shore  trip.  Meet  at  7:00  A.M.  at  Vermont  &  Busti  or  7: 15  at  first  parking  lot  (0.6 

mi.)  upstream  from  the  Peace  Bridge  on  the  Canadian  side. 

Sept.  4:  Sunday.  Tifft  Nature  Center.  Meet  at  7:30  A.M.  in  the  Tifft  parking  lot  for  a  half-day  trip  for 

warblers  and  shorebirds.  Leader:  Alice  McKale  (843-0784) 
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Sept.  10-1 1:  Saturday  &  Sunday.  Hawk  Cliff  weekend  for  hawks.  (Rain  date  Sept.  17-18).  This  is  south  of  St. 

Thomas,  Ontario,  where  County  Road  22  end  at  the  Lake  Erie  shore.  It  is  160  miles  from  Buffalo. 
The  local  bird  club  has  activities  there  both  weekends.  For  further  information  call  Bill  Burch  (773- 
3690).  We  will  watch  the  weather  and  may  go  Friday  or  postpone  it. 

Sept.  25:  Sunday.  Lake  Ontario  plains  around  Lewiston,  NY.  Meet  at  8:00  AM  at  Tops  Market  in  Lewiston. 

Leader:  Bill  Watson  (695-2820). 

Oct.  9:  Sunday.  BOS  October  Bird  Count. 

Oct.  16:  Sunday.  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge.  Meet  at  8:00  AM  at  Tanning  Bed  (former  Amherst 

Book  World),  0.1  mile  east  of  Main  &  Transit.  Leader:  Mike  Davis  (874-2721) 

Oct.  29:  Saturday.  Lake  Ontario  Plains  of  eastern  Niagara  and  Orleans  Counties.  Meet  in  Wnghts  Corners 

(north  of  Lockport)  on  Hwy.  78  at  the  new  Tops  Market  just  north  of  the  Hwy.  104  intersection  at 
8:00  AM.  Leader:  Willie  D’Anna  (1-731-4348). 

Oct.  30:  Sunday.  Daylight  Savings  Time  ends,  set  clocks  back  1  hour. 

Nov. 6:  Sunday.  Niagara  River  loop  trip.  Meet  at  8:00  AM  at  Vermont  &  Busti.  Note:  trip  may  not  cross 

over  to  Ft.  Erie.  Leader:  Bill  Brodenck  (745-3969). 

Nov.  20:  Sunday.  Niagara  River  joint  trip  with  Rochester  GOS  for  gulls  and  waterfowl.  Meet  at  Old  Fort 

Niagara  in  the  parking  lot  just  outside  the  old  fort.  Leaders:  Bob  Spahn  of  GOS  and  Bob  Brock 
(876-5862). 

Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Trip  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 

*1* 

F<  >r  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a  -Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings,  call  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  896-5200. 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler: 
Mr.  William  D’Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Drive  Extension,  Niagara  Falls,  NY  14304. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer:  Jane  Hever,  296  Westchester  Blvd.,  Kenmore,  NY 
14217  Tel.  (875-3318). 

Back  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  @  $0.50  per  copy. 

Editor:  Charles  D.  Halvorsen,  212  Main  Street,  West  Seneca,  NY  14224. 
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65th  Anniversary  Dinner  of  the 
Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 


Date:  Wednesday,  November  9,  1994 

Place:  Fanny's 

3500  Sheridan  Drive 
Amherst,  New  York 
( Between  Millers  port  Hwy  & 
Sweet  Home  Road) 

Time:  6:30  -  Cash  bar 
7:30  -  Dinner 


Speaker:  Dr.  R  I.  Guy  Morrison  presents  "High  Arctic  Globetrotters:  Shorebirds  and  Their 

Lifestyles"  {see  'Meetings'  listing  for  more  information ) 


Entree  Choices : 
New  York  Sirloin 
Chicken  Francaise 

Pasta  Prima  Vera 


A  12  oz.  New  York  Strip  Steak  char-grilled  to  perfection 

A  fresh  boneless  skinless  breast  of  chicken  dipped  into  a 
light  egg  batter  and  sauteed  in  lemon  and  white  wine 

Fresh  vegetables  with  fettucine  and  prima  vera  sauce 


$20.00 

$15.25 

$15.25 


Make  check  payable  to: 

Return  reservation  by: 
Return  reservations  to: 

Any  questions  contact: 

-  -  Cut  and  Return - 


Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 

October  24,  1994 

Margaret  Stewart 
146  Traverse  Blvd. 

Buffalo,  NY  14223 

Ellen  Schopp:  694-4565 


Choice  of  Entree: 


Name: 

□  Beef 

□ 

Chicken 

□ 

Pasta 

Name: 

□  Beef 

□ 

Chicken 

□ 

Pasta 
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June  commenced  on  a  pleasant  note  with  a  week  of  mild  temperatures  and  no  precipitation  but  from  the 
10th  a  prolonged  spell  of  hot,  humid  and  sunny  w  eather  brought  record-breaking  high  thermometer  readings  of 
91°(F)  on  the  14th,  93°(F)  on  the  15th  and  94°(F)  on  the  16th  and  17th;  a  thermometer  reading  of  95°(F)  on  June 
18th  tied  the  record  for  that  date!  To  add  to  the  discomfort,  unsettled  weather  on  the  Niagara  Frontier  on  the  13th 
spawned  a  series  of  violent  thunderstorms  in  the  Southern  Tier  counties  where  a  tornado  in  the  Town  of  Freedom 
in  Cattaraugus  County  caused  some  propert}  damage.  The  Buffalo  News  reported  that  further  south  at  Allegany 
Park  on  that  date,  high  winds  caused  a  surge  ol  water  to  come  down  Red  House  Creek,  destroying  several  beaver 
dams;  water  inundated  the  Red  House  section  of  the  park,  destroying  the  beach  and  picnic  areas  and  a  number  of 
boats  which  were  swept  over  the  Red  House  b\  the  surging  waters.  One  bridge  was  washed  away  and  remained 
out  for  the  rest  of  the  month,  limiting  visitor  access  to  the  park.  A  cooling  trend  commencing  on  June  22nd 
brought  a  decline  in  temperatures  to  more  comfortable  levels  and  daily  shower  activity;  an  all-day  rain  on  June 
29th  brought  a  record  for  the  date  of  2.78  inches  of  precipitation  at  Buffalo.  By  June  29th,  the  heat  and  humidity 
once  again  increased  to  end  the  month  on  an  uncomfortable  note.  The  average  temperature  for  the  month  was 
69.0°(F),  four  degrees  above  normal  for  the  period;  rainfall  totaled  4.27  inches,  .72  inches  above  average;  63%  of 
possible  sunshine  was  recorded.  (Meteorological  data  as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport.) 

With  the  virtual  end  of  the  spring  migration  in  June,  the  annual  lull  in  field  activity  results  in  fewer  records 
but  a  renewed  interest  in  breeding  birds  in  the  area,  especially  the  passerines.  The  indefatigable  Betsy  Brooks  of 
the  Allegany  County  Bird  Club  had  many  records  of  interest  in  June  including  singing  male  Golden-crowned 
Kinglet  in  evergreen  plantations  in  the  town  of  Alfred  and  in  the  Town  of  West  Almond.  Between  June  2nd  and 
25th,  she  recorded  14  Prairie  Warblers  at  nine  different  sites  in  the  Towns  of  Alfred,  Andover  and  Grove 
including  two  adults  and  four  young  birds  at  a  nest  in  a  chokeberry  bush  near  a  spruce  plantation  in  the  Town  of 
Alfred  on  the  18th.  Brooks  reported  singing  White- throated  Sparrows  at  seven  different  locations  in  the  Towns  of 
West  Almond  and  Birdsal  on  June  20th  and  four  Red  Crossbills,  rare  summer  residents,  in  an  evergreen 
plantation  on  State  Forest  land  at  Phillip’s  Creek  in  the  Town  of  West  Almond,  also  on  that  date.  On  June  23rd, 
Bob  Andrle,  Jim  Gregory  and  Don  Roberson  visited  storm-wracked  Allegany  Park  and  were  pleased  to  find  two 
species  of  warblers  rarely  seen  in  our  area  survived  the  storm  on  the  13th.  On  the  maintenance  road  below  Red 
House  Lake,  a  male  Northern  Parula  was  in  full  song.  The  bird  was  seen  feeding  and  flying  in  the  row  of 
scattered  large  evergreens  and  deciduous  trees  along  this  road  where  this  species  had  been  recorded  annually  since 
1986.  Later,  they  located  the  male  Lawrence’s  Warbler,  first  reported  in  May  by  Burt  Schweigert  (see 
Prothonotary ,  vol.  60:6,  pg  8)  at  Crick’s  Run  in  the  Quaker  Bridge  section  of  the  State  Park  in  the  Town  of  Cold 
Spring.  The  bird  was  seen  in  the  same  location  by  Andrle  and  his  party  where  they  observed  it  feeding,  flying  and 
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also  singing  but  once  again  there  was  no  evidence  that  it  was  a  mated  bird.  Bruce  Chilton  reports  that  on  June  5th 
he  located  the  Pine  Warbler,  first  reported  in  these  pages  last  month,  once  again  in  a  Red  Pine  plantation  in  the 
Bush  hill  State  Forest  in  the  Farmersville  Township  in  Cattaraugus  County.  He  also  reported  the  presence  of  a 
second  Pine  Warbler  at  this  location  on  that  date. 

Among  the  non-breeding  birds  of  interest  reported  in  June,  the  most  unusual  was  an  adult  Trumpeter 
Swan  first  seen  by  Linda  Holmes  at  Sinking  Ponds  in  East  Aurora  where  she  immediately  identified  it  by  its  large 
size,  black  bill  and  distinctive  single  “honk”  note.  It  was  first  seen  on  June  21st  and  remained  at  the  Ponds  until 
the  28th  where  a  number  of  local  bird  watchers  and  photographers  made  its  acquaintance.  Unfortunately,  this 
species  is  popular  with  aviary  enthusiasts  in  western  New  York  and  northern  Pennsylvania  and,  not  infrequently, 
escaped  birds  are  reported  in  the  northeast  and  all  such  sightings  are  assigned  to  this  category.  There  was  only  one 
report  of  a  Great  Egret,  a  not  uncommon  spring  and  summer  wanderer  in  our  study  area,  in  June.  Bill  Watson 
saw  the  egret  at  the  Cayuga  Pool  on  the  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  in  Genesee  County  on  the  26th.  Bob 
Sundell’s  report  on  an  immature  Great  Black-back  Gull  at  the  mouth  of  Bern  us  Creek  on  Chautauqua  Lake  in  the 
Town  of  Ellery  in  Chautauqua  County  on  June  7th  is  remarkable  as  it  is  the  First  summer  record  for  this  species  on 
that  lake. 

Joseph  F.  Thill 

NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification 
according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (B.O.S.  1991)  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  First  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(0  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area. 


Name  of  Bird 

June 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

D. -crest.  Cormorant 

30 

174 

Buckhom  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

American  Bittern 

12 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson 

Great  Egret 

26 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Trumpeter  Swan  (escaoe)2L22.28.29 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Green- winged  Teal 

12 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson 

tt 

12 

1 

Yates  Twp 

Wagner 

Northern  Shoveler 

5 

1 

Ashford  Twp. 

Chilton 

Gad  wall 

5 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Roberson 

tt 

12 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

D’Anna 

American  Wigeon 

4,11,25 

3,2,1 

Buckhom  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

it 

5 

2 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

tt 

12 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson 

tt 

21 

lad  +  7yo 

Beaver  Is.  S.P. 

Andrle 

tt 

27 

1 

Motor  Is.,  Niag.  R. 

Watson 

tt 

30 

2 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson 

Redhead  (releases) 

12,26 

9,4 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Common  Goldeneye 

10 

3 

Morgan’ s  Point,  Ont. 

Wagner,  Filor 

Hooded  Merganser 

12 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson 

tt 

18 

1 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

Common  Merganser 

12 

2 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson 

tt 

29 

1 

Allegany  S.P. 

Hess 

Ruddy  Duck 

12 

5 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Osprey 

5 

1 

Ashford  Twp. 

Chilton 
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Name  of  Bird 

June 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Osprey 

12 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

44 

23 

3 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

Roberson  et  al 

Bald  Eagle 

12,26 

1  imm  @  nest 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

44 

29 

1  imm 

Salamanca 

Baird 

Cooper’ s  Hawk 

1 

1 

Andover  Twp. 

Brooks 

Upland  Sandpiper 

12,25 

2,1 

Clarence  Twp. 

Watson,  Yoerg 

44 

26 

2 

Tillman  Marsh  WMA 

Davis 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

1 

1 

Times  Beach,  Buffalo 

Hess 

44 

10L 

3 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Wagner,  Filor 

Semipalm.  Sandpiper 

10L 

2 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Wagner,  Filor 

White-r.  Sandpiper 

10L 

4 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Wagner,  Filor 

Dunlin 

10L 

2 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Wagner,  Filor 

Great  Black-b.  Gull 

7 

1 

Ellery  Twp. 

Sundell,  Wellman 

*  Whip-poor-will 

1 

4 

Wainfleet  Twp.,  Ont. 

Watson,  Galas(BOS) 

Acadian  Flycatcher 

4 

1  PDBA 

Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

Holmes 

44 

22 

1  PDBA 

Lakeview,  Hamburg 

Andrle,  Rew 

Cliff  Swallow 

1 

1 

Times  Beach,  Buffalo 

Hess 

44 

5 

20 

S.  Dayton 

Davis,  Rising 

44 

28-30 

30-42 

Allegany  S.P. 

Hess 

Common  Raven 

10 

2  PDBA 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

oo 

4 

W.  Almond  Twp. 

Brooks  et  al 

Carolina  Wren 

5 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

Winter  Wren 

1,1  1 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

Rising 

44 

4 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

Andrle 

Marsh  Wren 

18 

10 

Buckhom  Is.  S.P. 

Rising 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

1 

1  PDBA 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

5,12,19 

2.3.2  PDBA 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

22,26 

1.1  PDBA 

W.  Almond  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

26 

6  PDBA 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

Swainson’ s  Thrush 

1L 

4 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

Northern  Mockingbird 

18 

1 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

Golden-wing.  Warbler 

4 

2 

Somerset  Twp. 

Potter,  D’  Anna 

44 

5,12,28 

1-3 

Tonawanda  Ind.  Res. 

Roberson,  Watson,  Yoerg 

“Brewster’ s  Warbler” 

5 

1 

Tonawanda  Ind.  Res. 

Andrle  et  al 

“Lawrence’s  Warbler” 

23 

1 

Allegany  S.P. 

Andrle  et  al 

Nashville  Warbler 

3,6 

1,1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Northern  Parula 

23 

1 

Allegany  S.P. 

Andrle  et  al 

Bl.-thr.  Bl.  Warbler 

19 

1 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

23 

1 

Allegany  S.P. 

Roberson  et  al 

Prothonotary  Warbler 

26 

2 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

Northern  Waterthrush 

18 

1 

Buckhom  Is.  S.P. 

Rising 

Vesper  Sparrow 

4 

1 

Newfane  Twp. 

D’  Anna,  Potter 

44 

16 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

17 

1 

Andover  Twp. 

Brooks 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 

7-28 

3-8 

Andover  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

12 

1 

Clarence  Twp. 

Watson 

44 

25,28 

1,1 

Clarence  Twp. 

Y oerg,  Burch 

44 

26 

1 

Tillman  Marsh  WMA 

Davis 

44 

30 

2 

Carroll  Twp. 

Sundell  et  al 

*Henslow’s  Sparrow 

14,21 

1,1 

Andover  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

16,18 

1,2 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

16 

1 

Allen  Lake  S.F. 

Wagner 

44 

20 

7 

W.  Almond  &  Birdsall 

Brooks 
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Name  of  Bird 

June 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

26 

2 

W.  Almond  Twp. 

Brooks 

*Red  Crossbill 

20 

4 

W.  Almond  Twp. 

Brooks 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded . 194 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  .  57 

Total  for  year . . 251 


* t  M 

•J* 

ERRATA 


Volume  60,  Number  5,  Page  51 
April  Count  Report 


Delete: 

Semipalmated  Plover  3  -  (20) 

Delete: 

*  Spotted  Sandpiper  IF  -  (5) 

Add:  *  and  F  to  Spotted  Sandpiper,  Page  47,  Noteworthy  Records 

Delete: 

Bank  Swallow  2  -  ( 17) 


Volume  60,  Number  5,  Page  52  -  Statistics: 

Species  Count  137  -  Should  be  134 

Total  Individuals  -  123,301  -  Should  Be  123,295 

Record  high  Counts: 

Total  12  -  Should  Be  Total  1 1 
Delete:  Semipalmated  Plover  3 

fclj  fct* 

Alice  Sherman  Ulrich 

October  21,  1897  —  May  1,  1994 

Alice  Sherman  was  bom  in  South  Butler,  Wayne  County,  N.Y.  and  grew  up  on  a  farm  in  Red  Creek.  She 
earned  her  Bachelor’ s  degree  at  Syracuse  University  and  her  Master’ s  at  Cornell  where  she  studied  under  Drs. 
Allen  and  Kellogg.  It  was  there  that  her  early  interest  in  birds  was  fostered.  She  began  her  teaching  career  in 
Gloversville,  moved  to  East  Aurora  and  then  came  to  teach  Biology  at  East  high  School  and  later  at  Technical 
High  School. 

Alice  was  not  among  the  eight  charter  members  who  founded  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  in 
November  of  1929  but  when  invitations  to  were  sent  out  through  the  Buffalo  schools  in  1930,  she  immediately 
became  a  member.  Edward  Ulrich  had  also  joined  the  Society  in  1930  and  he  and  Alice  were  elected  to  Active 
Membership  that  same  year.  It  was  some  seven  years  later  that  they  were  married  and  began  sharing  a  most  happy 
and  rewarding  life  together.  Ed  died  in  1968. 

Alice,  always  generous  with  her  time,  energy  and  knowledge,  contributed  much  to  the  B.O.S.  and 
ornithology  in  general.  She  served  in  many  offices,  including  the  presidency  and  on  numerous  committees;  helped 
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Ed  in  producing  the  Prothonotary,  presented  programs  and  lectures  at  the  meetings,  led  field  trips,  took  part  in 
every  census,  joined  enthusiastically  in  all  activities  of  the  Society  and  for  many  years  taught  the  Museum  course 
in  Bird  Identification.  Of  all  the  early  members  of  the  Society,  only  Clark  Beardslee  surpassed  her  in  the 
knowledge  and  recognition  of  bird  songs.  She  was  blessed  with  acute  hearing  well  into  her  90’ s. 

Alice  was  a  member  of  the  American  Ornithologists  Union,  The  Wilson  Ornithological  Society,  The 
Federation  of  NYS  Bird  Clubs,  The  Nature  Conservancy  and  several  other  nature  oriented  societies.  She  did  not 
merely  hold  memberships  in  these  organizations  -  she  was  active  in  them,  attending  annual  meetings  and  taking  a 
lively  interest  in  their  work.  She  chaired  The  Western  New  York  Chapter  of  the  Nature  Conservancy  and  served 
on  the  National  Board.  She  was  particularly  proud  of  receiving  the  Conservancy’s  Oak  Leaf  Award  and  asked  that 
that  pin  be  buried  with  her. 

Most  of  the  present  active  members  of  the  Society  will  not  have  known  Alice  Ulrich  personally  or  perhaps 
may  not  even  have  heard  of  her,  but  it  is  to  Alice  and  her  contemporaries  that  the  Society  owes  much.  She  was 
among  those  who  set  the  standards,  who  built  the  Society  through  the  years,  who  encouraged  research  and  record 
keeping  and  the  sharing  of  knowledge.  I  was  privileged  to  know  her  well,  to  have  shared  many  days  in  the  field 
with  her  and  trips  to  Trinidad,  Mexico  and  Panama.  She  was  in  her  70’ s  when  we  made  those  tropical  trips  but 
she  as  as  eager  and  excited  as  a  sixteen  year  old,  able  to  see  and  hear,  appreciate  and  enjoy.  I  could  tell  much  more 
about  Alice:  that  she  was  a  superior  cook,  an  excellent  gardener  (Alice  will  live  as  long  as  the  flowers  she 
bestowed  on  me  thrive  in  my  garden),  a  good  natured,  witty  companion  and  a  loyal  friend.  I  shall  miss  her  and  I 
think  the  world  of  birding  shall  miss  her  too.  She  is  buried  next  to  Ed  on  Warbler  Ridge  in  Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 
surrounded  by  her  old  friends  -  the  Mitchells,  the  Beardslees,  the  Axtells,  all  of  whom  chose  to  lie  where  the 
warblers  and  the  birders  come  each  May.  We’ll  see  you  there,  Alice. 

Fran  Rew 


Alice  Sherman  Ulrich 

By  Winston  William  Brockner 

Buffalo,  western  New  York,  and  yes.  c\cn  New  York  State  birders  have  lost  a  great  friend  and  few  know 
it  better  than  I.  Alice  Sherman  Ulrich  has  Iclt  us.  she  died  on  May  1,  1994. 

If  memory  serves  me  correctly,  Alice  uas  the  first  female  member  of  the  B.O.S.,  joining  as  an  Associate 
Member  in  early  1930,  shortly  after  the  socict>  was  organized  in  1929.  She  quickly  became  an  Active  Member  in 
the  same  year,  and  a  Fellow  in  1956.  She  was  our  first  woman  President,  1954-1956,  appropriately  on  our  25th 
Anniversary. 

Alice  hailed  from  Red  Creek,  N.Y..  and  all  of  us  early  members  quickly  learned  all  about  Red  Creek  and 
where  it  was.  She  was  an  outstanding  high  school  Biology  teacher  at  East  High  in  Buffalo  and  was  one  of  my 
teachers.  Her  abiding  birding  interest  was  augmented  by  attending  summer  sessions  at  Cornell  University. 

When  I  was  “allowed”  to  join  the  B.O.S.,  as  the  youngest  member,  other  members  were  still  talking  about 
the  discovery  of  the  Prothonotary  Warbler  at  Oak  Orchard  Swamp.  This  apparently  was  the  first  noteworthy 
discovery  by  our  young  club.  Praises  were  being  heaped  upon  2  females  who  found  this  rarity:  Alice  Sherman 
(later  Ulrich)  and  Bertha  Schwenger,  two  teachers  from  East  High  School.  In  those  days,  Martin  Schmitt,  a 
Buffalo  furrier,  controlled  most  of  the  swamp.  Thanks  to  Jim  Savage,  Schmitt  was  very  cooperative  with  B.O.S. 
members  and  provided  boats  for  us  to  use  on  Oak  Orchard  Creek.  All  we  had  to  do,  was  to  go  to  the  pickup  spot 
and  to  watch  for  the  Prothonotaries  at  the  same  time.  Needless  to  say,  the  discovery  of  this  warbler  raised  the  level 
of  competency  of  female  birders. 

Not  too  well  known  was  Alice’s  enjoyment  of  figure  skating  at  the  rink  of  Nichols  School.  In  fact  she  was 
quite  good  at  it. 

The  first  romance  in  the  club  blossomed  and  the  quiet  Ed  Ulrich  married  Alice  and  they  were  a  wonderful 
couple.  Alice  and  Ed  went  birding  together  everywhere.  When  the  club  house  at  Oak  Orchard  was  refurbished,  Ed 
engineered  the  whole  job  with  Alice’s  approving  eye  checking  all  details.  No  job  was  too  small  for  the  Ulrichs,  if 
it  was  for  the  B.O.S.  At  AOU  meetings  we  always  joined  for  the  sessions  and  social  events.  Alice  loved  them. 

Alice  and  Ed  were  strong  supporters  of  the  Federation  of  New  York  State  Bird  Clubs.  She  had  been  a 
Recording  Secretary  and  subsequently  became  Editor  of  the  Kingbird  for  over  three  years.  She  was  a  Life 
Member  of  the  Federation. 
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Alice  and  Ed  loved  the  Clarence  Sinks  and  Oak  Orchard  Swamp.  Every  spring  they  could  be  seen  working 
the  areas. 

When  the  Nature  Conservancy  was  formed  in  western  New  York,  the  Ulrichs  immediately  joined,  and 
became  valuable  workers  for  the  cause.  Alice  was  bestowed  the  Oak  Leaf  Award  from  the  Nature  Conservancy 
for  her  outstanding  work. 

Now  there  is  a  birder  absent  from  our  favorite  haunts.  Happy  birding,  Alice! 


•P  *T*  *P 

Black  Tern  Research  Project  in  Western  N.Y. 

Ms.  Jeanne  Hickey,  a  graduate  student  at  the  School  of  Ornithology  at  Cornell  University  is  currently  a  New 
York  State  Department  of  Environmental  Conservation  summer  intern  at  the  Tonawanda  and  Oak  Orchard  Wildlife 
Management  Areas  in  the  Oak  Orchard  wetland  complex  in  Genesee  and  Orleans  Counties.  She  is  conducting 
studies  on  the  biology  of  the  Black  Tern  colony  breeding  in  the  WMA  and  the  adjacent  Iroquois  National  Wildlife 
Refuge.  This  summer  Ms.  Hickey  banded  three  adult  and  four  juvenile  terns,  attaching  a  transmitter  package  with 
a  thin  black  antenna,  13  cm.  long,  to  the  band  affixed  to  each  bird’s  left  leg.  The  bands  are  light  green  in  color  and 
the  antenna  visibly  extends  down  from  the  package  and  should  be  oriented  away  from  the  bird. 

Ms.  Hickey  is  requesting  that  any  observer  who  sees  a  Black  Term  banded  as  indicated  above  to  please 
report  the  date,  location  and  time  of  the  sighting  and  whether  the  bird  was  a  juvenile  or  adult.  Please  contact  via 
postcard  or  leave  a  message: 

Ms.  Jeanne  Hickey 
3560  Ontario  Center  Road 
Walworth,  NY  14568 
tel:  (315)986-1568 

ilf 

•p  »p  *p  *p  *p  *p  *p 

BOS  MEETINGS 

Sept.  14:  Members’  Slide  Night  Members  are  invited  to  share  slides  of  their  summer  or  other  recent 

birding  adventures.  Don’ t  miss  this  enjoyable  evening. 

Nov.  9:  B.O.S.  65^  Anniversary  Dinner  to  be  held  at  Fanny’s  Restaurant  in  Amherst.  The  guest 

speaker  for  the  evening  will  be  Dr.  R.  I.  Guy  Morrison  from  the  Migratory  Bird  Research  Division, 
Canadian  Wildlife  Service,  Quebec,  Canada.  Since  1973  Dr.  Morrison  has  worked  for  the  Canadian 
Wildlife  Service  with  research  on  shorebirds  and  has  set  up  the  Maritimes  Shorebirds  Survey  which 
is  used  to  identify  key  migration  areas  in  eastern  Canada.  He  has  carried  out  large  scale  banding 
studies  in  James  Bay  and  he  has  contributed  to  the  development  of  the  Western  Hemisphere 
Shorebird  Reserve  Network.  The  program  “High  Arctic  Globetrotters:  Shorebirds  and  Their 
Lifestyles”  will  cover  the  studies  that  are  carried  out  from  the  Ellesmere  Island  to  Tierra  del  Fuego, 
will  describe  the  unique  Canadian  studies  made  to  identify  breeding  and  migration  requirements  of 
shorebirds,  as  well  as  tell  us  about  aerial  surveys  and  atlasing  of  the  neotropics  to  identify  key 
wintering  areas  for  these  globetrotting  shorebirds.  Dr.  Morrison’s  presentation  will  deal  not  only 
with  the  shorebirds  themselves  but  also  with  the  particular  work  performed  by  the  scientists  in  these 
shorebird  studies.  (Reservations  are  required  for  this  evening  -  please  refer  to  the  reservation  form 
inside  the  back  cover  ). 

If  you  would  like  to  present  a  program  or  have  a  suggestion  for  a  speaker  or  a  topic,  please  contact  Michael 
Davis  at  874-2721. 
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Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  1 
through  June  15,  inclusive,  except  for  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December.  Meetings  begin  at 
7:30  p.m.  and  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020  Humbolt  Parkway,  Buffalo,  New  York. 

FIELD  TRIPS 


Sunday.  Lake  Ontario  plains  around  Lewiston,  NY.  Meet  at  8:00  AM  at  Tops  Market  in  Lewiston. 
Leader:  Bill  Watson  (695-2820). 

Sunday.  BOS  October  Bird  Count. 

Sunday.  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge.  Meet  at  8:00  AM  at  Tanning  Bed  (former  Amherst 
Book  World),  0. 1  mile  east  of  Main  &  Transit.  Leader:  Mike  Davis  (874-2721) 

Saturday.  Lake  Ontario  Plains  of  eastern  Niagara  and  Orleans  Counties.  Meet  in  Wrights  Comers 
(north  of  Lockport)  on  Hwy.  78  at  the  new  Tops  Market  just  north  of  the  Hwy.  104  intersection  at 
8:00  AM.  Leader:  Willie  D’  Anna  (1-731-4348). 

Sunday.  Daylight  Savings  Time  ends,  set  clocks  back  1  hour. 

Sunday.  Niagara  River  loop  trip.  Meet  at  8:00  AM  at  Vermont  &  Busti.  Note:  trip  may  not  cross 
river  to  Ft.  Erie.  Leader:  Bill  Broderick  (745-3969). 

Sunday.  Niagara  River  joint  trip  with  Rochester  GOS  for  gulls  and  waterfowl.  Meet  at  Old  Fort 
Niagara  in  the  parking  lot  just  outside  the  old  fort.  Leaders:  Bob  Spahn  of  GOS  and  Bob  Brock 
(876-5862). 

Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Trip  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 

a*  «t»  a* 

Wi  WlW 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a  -Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings,  call  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  896-5200. 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler: 
Mr.  William  D’ Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Drive  Extension,  Niagara  Falls,  NY  14304. 

CFLANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer:  Jane  Heyer,  296  Westchester  Blvd.,  Kenmore,  NY 
14217  Tel.  (875-3318). 

Back  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  @  $0.50  per  copy. 

Editor:  Charles  D.  Halvorsen,  212  Main  Street,  West  Seneca,  NY  14224. 


Sept.  25: 

Oct.  9: 
Oct.  16: 

Oct.  29: 

Oct.  30: 
Nov. 6: 

Nov.  20: 
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65th  Anniversary  Dinner  of  the 
Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 


Date:  Wednesday,  November  9,  1994 

Place:  Fanny's 

3500  Sheridan  Drive 
Amherst,  New  York 
( Between  Millers  port  Hwy  & 
Sweet  Home  Road) 

Time:  6:30  -  Cash  bar 
7:30  -  Dinner 


Speaker:  Dr.  R  I.  Guy  Morrison  presents  High  Arctic  Globetrotters:  Shorebirds  and  Their 

Lifestyles"  (see  'Meetings'  listing  for  more  information ) 


Entree  Choices: 
New  York  Sirloin 
Chicken  Francaise 

Pasta  Prima  Vera 


A  12  oz.  New  York  Strip  Steak  char-grilled  to  perfection 

A  fresh  boneless  skinless  breast  of  chicken  dipped  into  a 
light  egg  batter  and  sauteed  in  lemon  and  white  wine 

Fresh  vegetables  with  fettucine  and  prima  vera  sauce 


$20.00 

$15.25 

$15.25 


Make  check  payable  to: 

Return  reservation  by: 
Return  reservations  to: 

Any  questions  contact: 

-  -  Cut  and  Return - 


Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 

October  24,  1994 

Margaret  Stewart 
146  Traverse  Blvd. 

Buffalo,  NY  14223 

Ellen  Schopp:  694-4565 


Choice  of  Entree: 


Name: 

□  Beef 

□ 

Chicken 

□ 

Pasta 

Name: 

□  Beef 

□ 

Chicken 

□ 

Pasta 

BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 
Buffalo  Museum  of  Science 
Buffalo,  NY  14211 

Return  Postage  Guaranteed 


Non  Profit  Org. 
U.S.  Postage 
PAID 

Buffalo,  NY 
Permit  No.  412 


Albert  R.  Mann  Library 
Acquisitions  Division 
Ithaca,  MY  14850 
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July  was  sunny  and  hot  with  the  heat  and  humidity  making  the  weather  uncomfortable  by  mid-month. 
Rainfall  for  the  period  measured  2.08  inches  (one  inch  below  average)  mostly  in  the  form  of  heavy  precipitation 
during  a  thunderstorm  on  July  8th,  ending  a  four  day  hot  spell  and  downpours  during  thunderstorms  on  the  24th, 
26in,  28ih  and  30th  which  brought  iespiie  from  the  oppiessive  heat  of  mid-month.  There  were  no  major  weather 
disturbances.  The  average  temperature  for  the  month  was  64  °(F),  2.2  above  normal  while  75%  of  possible 
sunshine  was  recorded  at  Buffalo.  The  high  temperature  for  the  month  at  Greater  Buffalo  Airport,  91°  (F)  was 
recorded  on  July  8th  and  again  on  the  20th  and  21st.  (Meteorological  data  as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo 
International  Airport.) 

July  will  be  remembered  as  a  month  of  exotic  bird  sightings  in  our  study  area,  providing  a  welcome 
diversion  from  our  heat  induced  torpor.  Once  again  this  month,  the  Sinking  Ponds  Nature  Preserve  in  East  Aurora 
was  the  scene  of  an  unusual  bird  record  when,  on  the  morning  of  July  16th  Linda  Holmes  found  an  adult  Tufted 
Duck,  a  rare  Palearctic  straggler  along  the  Atlantic  Coast  and  the  Great  Lakes,  the  first  verified  record  for  Western 
New  York.  The  duck  was  immediately  identified  in  a  flock  of  Mallards  and  immature  Wood  Ducks  with  which  it 
associated  in  the  pond;  later  on  that  date  it  was  seen  again  by  Bill  Watson  and  his  party.  The  Sinking  Ponds  was 
also  the  scene  of  the  discovery  of  an  adult  Trumpeter  Swan  in  June  (see  Prothonotarv.  vol.  60:7,  pg.  73)  but,  as 
in  the  case  of  that  bird,  the  Tufted  Duck’s  popularity  with  aviary  enthusiasts  and  game  keepers  in  eastern  North 
America  makes  all  such  sightings  presumed  to  be  ‘escaped’  birds.  Bill  Watson’s  sighting  of  an  adult  female  Black 
Francolin  and  eight  young  birds  crossing  Casey  Road  north  of  the  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge 
Headquarters  in  the  Town  of  Shelby  on  July  16th  was  rejected  by  our  statisticians  as  was  the  sighting  of  a 
Northern  Bobwhite  seen  by  Mike  Davis  at  the  Cayuga  Pool  on  the  refuge  on  the  1st.  Both  the  francolin,  an 
introduced  gallinaceous  species  and  the  bobwhite  are  gamebirds  stocked  by  local  sportsmen  clubs  in  Western  New 
York  but  not  established  as  viable  breeding  species.  Cathy  Mueller  provided  the  statisticians  with  several  excellent 
photographs  of  a  Eurasian  Collared  Dove  that  added  interest  to  the  local  Mourning  Dove  population  at  her 
residence  on  the  Buffalo  Waterfront  in  July  and  Paul  Hess  reported  a  Yellow  Budgerigar,  an  Australian  parakeet 
which  he  observed  in  his  backyard  in  the  Town  of  Tonawanda  on  July  16th.  In  both  cases,  the  reports  were 
concerning  species  popular  with  local  bird  fanciers  and  undoubtedly  escapes  as  the  observers  indicated. 

The  B.O.S.  field  trip  led  by  Dick  Byron  to  the  Niagara  Peninsula  of  Ontario  on  July  24th  coincided  with 
the  discovery  of  an  immature  Little  Blue  Heron  at  the  sewage  lagoons  at  Smithville  in  Lincoln  Township  earlier  on 
that  date  by  Bob  Curry  and  a  group  of  Hamilton  birdwatchers  and  where  it  was  seen  by  Byron’s  party  shortly 
thereafter.  The  heron,  with  its  white  plumage  starting  to  change  to  the  descriptive  adult  coloration  for  which  it  is 


79 


Vol.  60  No  8 


named,  remained  at  the  lagoon  until  the  end  of  the  month.  The  Society’s  trip  on  that  day  also  produced  a 
summering  Oldsquavv  in  eclipse  plumage  and  a  Common  Goldeneye  in  Lake  Erie  at  Rock  Point  Provincial  Park. 
Rock  Point  was  also  the  location  of  the  sighting  of  two  adult  Mute  Swans  in  Lake  Ene  by  Bob  Andrle  and  the 
writer  on  July  1st.  Two  days  later.  Bill  and  Dorothy  Watson  saw  two  adult  Mute  Swans  on  a  farm  pond  on 
Daniels  Road  in  the  Town  of  Wilson  in  Niagara  county.  By  mid-July  the  autumn  passage  of  shore  birds  through 
our  study  area  along  the  north  shore  of  Lake  Ene  was  well  underway.  The  most  unusual  sighting  of  this  migration 
this  month  was  Alec  Humann’s  report  of  two  Whimbrels  at  Crescent  Beach  in  the  Town  of  fort  Ene  on  July  26th. 
An  unusual  field  tnp  for  local  bird-watchers  was  the  twilight  visit  of  some  thirty  people  accompanying  Chuck  and 
Karen  Rosenburg  to  a  farm  in  eastern  Niagara  County  on  July  9th.  For  several  years  Rosenburg  has  been  engaged 
in  a  study  to  determine  the  status  of  the  Bam  Owl  as  a  breeding  species  on  the  Niagara  Frontier  where  it  is 
currently  classified  as  an  uncommon  permanent  resident.  As  this  species  roosts  primanly  in  out  buildings  on  rural 
farms  or  in  abandoned  man-made  structures  in  more  urbanized  localities  and  is  completely  nocturnal  in  its  habits, 
it  is  rarely  seen  and  most  often  by  observers  who  are  unaware  of  its  ranty  and  do  not  convey  their  sightings  to 
others.  Rosenburg  has  painstakingly  established  an  informational  network  in  Western  New  York  and  the  Niagara 
Peninsula  which  hopefully  will  result  in  population  data  to  allow  a  more  accurate  determination  of  the  abundance 
of  this  interesting  owl.  One  such  result  of  his  efforts  was  the  report  of  a  pair  of  Bam  Owls  with  young  in  a  nest  in 
a  silo  on  the  farm  where  our  group  gathered  on  the  9th  hopefully  to  see  the  adult  birds  and  possibly  fledged  young 
begin  their  crepuscular  foraging.  While  the  owls  were  not  active  outside  of  the  silo  during  the  group’s  brief  visit, 
the  adult  female  (identified  by  her  creamy  buff  breast  and  belly  covered  with  fine  brown  specks)  and  three 
nestlings  were  seen  in  a  nest  box  inside  the  silo  from  which  she  took  flight  to  a  nearby  tree. 

Also  worthy  of  note  is  Bill  Watson’s  report  of  a  Sedge  Wren  in  the  wet  meadow  at  Buckhorn  Island  State 
Park  on  Grand  Island  in  the  same  locality  where  Chuck  Rosenburg  discovered  an  incipient  colony  of  these  rare 
summer  residents  in  1993.  Watson  and  Peter  Yoerg  found  the  bird  on  July  15th  foraging  in  tall  grass  in  the 
meadow  near  the  creek  bank.  Watson  feels  that  other  Sedge  Wrens  were  present  but  was  unable  to  discern  any 
field  marks  on  the  birds  in  question  to  confirm  his  surmise. 

In  her  report  of  banding  activity  conducted  to  date  in  the  Town  of  Alfred  in  Allegany  County,  Elizabeth 
Brooks  tells  of  a  House  Finch  which  she  banded  in  Alfred  on  January  30th,  1993  which  was  found  dead  on  April 
15th,  1994  in  Guelph,  Ontario,  376  miles  NW  from  the  banding  site!  A  remarkable  distance  for  a  species 
considered  to  be  sedentary'  in  its  habits  in  New  York  State. 

Finally,  on  July  29th  a  brief  ceremony  was  held  by  the  observation  tower  on  the  Knowlesville  Road  in  the 
N.Y.  State  Department  of  Environmental  Conservation  Oak  Orchard  Wildlife  Management  Area,  marking  the 
successful  completion  of  the  three  year  Osprey  Hacking  Project  inaugurated  by  the  D.E.C.  in  July,  1992.  For  the 
past  three  years,  fledgling  ospreys  have  been  brought  from  the  nests  of  the  successful  breeding  population  of 
these  birds  along  Long  Island  Sound  each  July  and  placed  in  the  cages  of  the  hacking  tower  behind  Stafford’s 
project  in  1977  to  reintroduce  the  Bald  Eagle  as  a  breeding  species  in  New  York  State.  At  the  ceremony,  Dan 
Carroll,  the  manager  of  the  Tonawanda  and  Oak  Orchard  W.M.A.  complex  paid  special  tribute  to  the  volunteers 
recruited  to  watch  the  hacking  tower  in  four  hour  shifts  from  6:00  A.M.  to  dusk  each  day  to  insure  no  harm 
should  befall  the  birds  that  human  intervention  could  prevent.  B.O.S.  member  Gail  Seamans  was  given  a  special 
accolade  for  his  three  years  of  service  as  coordinator  of  volunteer  recruitment,  a  difficult  job  he  acknowledges  was 
made  easier  by  the  willingness  of  B.O.S.  members  to  assist.  Gail  extends  his  thanks  to  the  following  members 
who  offered  their  services  in  1994:  Bob  Andrle,  Maxine  Barber,  Wavel  Barber,  Paul  Benham,  Ed  Berst,  Bill 
Burch,  Tom  Burke,  Dick  Christensen,  Tom  Harper,  Linda  Holmes,  Jackie  Isgro,  Joe  Isgro,  Alice  McKale,  Gerry 
Rising,  Don  Roberson,  Joe  Thill,  John  Thill,  Roberta  Vallone,  Bill  Watson. 

Joseph  F.  Thill 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification 
according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New'  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (B.O.S.  1991)  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  vear. 

j 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(0  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area. 


Name  of  Bird 

July 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

D. -crest.  Cormorant 

6,10 

157,174 

Buckhom  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

Least  Bittern 

12 

1  dead 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Watson 

Great  Egret 

11-23 

2-7 

Iroq.  NWR  &  Tona.  WMA 

many  observers 

*  Little  Blue  Heron 

24 

1  imm. 

Smithville,  Ont. 

Watson,  Byron  (BOS) 

66 

30 

1  imm. 

Smithville,  Ont. 

D’Anna  et  al 

Mute  Swan 

1 

2 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Andrle,  Thill 

66 

3 

2 

Wilson  Twp. 

W&D  Watson 

Green-winged  Teal 

30 

3 

Queenston  Reservoir 

D’Anna  et  al 

Gad  wall 

6 

2 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson 

American  Wigeon 

1 

4 

Navy  Is.,  Ont. 

Watson 

46 

6,10 

7,9 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson 

Tufted  Duck  (probable  escape)  16 

1 

East  Aurora 

Watson  et  al 

66 

16-27 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes  et  al 

66 

17 

1 

East  Aurora 

Andrle 

Oidsquaw 

24 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Watson,  Byron  (BOS) 

Common  Goldeneye 

24 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Watson,  Byron  (BOS) 

Hooded  Merganser 

19 

11 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Watson 

66 

19 

8 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Watson 

Common  Merganser 

1-19 

2-6 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson 

Red-br.  Merganser 

17 

3 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

D’Anna,  DiTommaso 

66 

26 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson 

Osprey 

1 

2 

Allegany  S.P. 

Hess 

46 

7 

1  ad+  3  v 

Allegany  Reservoir 

Watson 

46 

12 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Watson 

66 

19,29 

M 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Watson,  Holmes  et  al 

66 

27 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Holmes 

Bald  Eagle 

11 

2y  @  nest 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Holmes 

64 

19 

1  imm. 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

66 

19,29 

1,1  imm.’s 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Watson 

46 

23 

2  imm. 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

64 

26 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Davis,  Leung 

46 

27 

1  adult 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Holmes 

66 

29 

1  adult 

Allegany  Twp. 

Baird 

46 

29 

2 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Chilton 

44 

29 

1  imm. 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Holmes,  Ruhl 

64 

31 

1  subadult 

Great  Valley  Twp. 

Baird 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

31 

1 

Cherry  Creek  Twp. 

Andrle,  Thill 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

1 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Andrle,  Thill 

46 

17 

1 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Davis 

44 

31 

1 

Great  Valley  Twp. 

Baird 
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Name  of  Bird 

July 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Virginia  Rail 

10 

5 

Tillman  WMA 

Davis 

Semi  pal  mated  Plover 

8F 

2 

Crescent  Beach,  Ont. 

Humann 

44 

17 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

D’Anna  et  al 

Greater  Yellovvlegs 

19F 

1 

Newstead  Twp. 

Watson 

44 

23 

o 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Hess 

Lesser  Yellovvlegs 

9F 

27 

Niag-on-the-Lake  Twp. 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

17 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Davis 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

17F 

3 

Mach i as  Twp. 

Chilton 

44 

19 

3 

Newstead  Twp. 

Watson 

44 

19 

4 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Watson 

Upland  Sandpiper 

19 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

Whimbrel 

26F 

2 

Crescent  Beach,  Ont. 

Humann 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

24F,27 

3,9 

Bertie  Twp.,  Ont. 

D’Anna, Heyer  et  al 

*Red  Knot 

24F 

1 

Ene  Beach,  Ont. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

*Sanderling 

17F 

12 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

24 

46 

Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Semipalm.  Sandpiper 

8F 

12 

Crescent  Beach,  Ont. 

Humann 

44 

13 

22 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Watson 

44 

13 

12 

Long  Beach,  Ont. 

Watson 

Least  Sandpiper 

IF 

3 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Andrle,  Thill 

44 

8 

4 

Crescent  Beach,  Ont. 

Humann 

White-r.  Sandpiper 

3  OF 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Potter  et  al 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

17F 

8 

Smithville,  Ont. 

D’Anna  et  al 

*Stilt  Sandpiper 

30F 

1 

Queenston  Reservoir 

D’Anna  et  al 

Short-b.  Dowitcher 

17F 

12 

Niag-on-the-Lake  Twp. 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

30 

2 

Rock  Point  P.P 

Potter  et  al 

44 

30 

1 

Smithville,  Ont. 

Potter  et  al 

44 

30 

8 

Queenston  Reservoir 

Potter  et  al 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

13 

23 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Watson 

44 

31 

2 

Barcelona  Harbor 

Sundell 

Caspian  Tern 

1 

4 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Andrle,  Thill 

44 

2 

1 

Ellery  Twp. 

Sundell 

44 

2,31 

2,4 

Barcelona  Harbor 

Sundell 

44 

27 

1 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Holmes 

Black  Tern 

31 

11 

Grand  Island 

Watson 

*Barn  Owl 

9,16 

lad+3y  at  nest 

Royal  ton  Twp. 

Watson,  Rosen  burg  et  al 

Red- headed  Wdpkr. 

7 

1 

Crescent  Beach,  Ont. 

Humann 

44 

13 

1 

Dunnville  Twp.,  Ont. 

Watson,  Yoerg 

Acadian  Flycatcher 

7 

Allegany  S.P. 

Watson,  Yoerg 

Bank  Swallow 

29 

300 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Chilton 

Common  Raven 

1,27 

1,1  PDBA 

Bush  Hill  S.F. 

Chilton 

44 

19 

1  PDBA 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Carolina  Wren 

3 

4 

Wilson  Twp. 

Watson 

*  Sedge  Wren 

hl5 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Watson,  Yoerg 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

10 

4  PDBA 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

17 

1  PDBA 

Bush  Hill  S.F. 

Chilton 

Bl.gr.  Gnatcatcher 

24 

lad+ly 

Allegany  S.P. 

Baird 

44 

30 

2ad+ly 

Bertie  Twp.,  Ont. 

D’Anna  et  al 

Northern  Parula 

7 

1 

Allegany  S.P. 

Watson,  Yoerg 

*Yellow-thr.  Warbler 

7 

2 

Allegany  S.P. 

Watson,  Yoerg 

Prairie  Warbler 

7 

2 

Ellicottville  Twp. 

Watson,  Yoerg 

Bl.-and-w. Warbler 

17 

O 

Allegany  S.P. 

Baird 

44 

31 

1 

Great  Valley  Twp. 

Baird 
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Name  of  Bird 

.lulv 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Prothonotary  Warbler 

17 

5 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Davis 

Vesper  Sparrow 

1,8 

1,2 

Andover  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

11 

1 

Wales  Twp. 

O.  Rosche 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 

1,10 

1,2 

Andover  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

6 

2 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

Lil 

1,3  PDBA 

Bush  Hill  S.F. 

Chilton 

44 

3 

1PDBA 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

3 

1  PDBA 

Napoli  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

18 

2  PDBA 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Orchard  Oriole 

1 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Andrle,  Thill 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded . 254 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  .  7 

Total  for  year . 261 


The  New  Dial-A-Bird  System 

The  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  and  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  have  provided  the  well-known 
telephone  service  Dial-a-Bird  since  1964.  It  was  one  of  the  first  bird  tapes  in  the  country,  presenting  a  weekly 
summary  of  local  bird  sightings  and  BOS  activities.  Arthur  R.  Clark,  BOS  member  and  Associate  Director  at  the 
Museum  ,  has  expertly  compiled  and  recorded  the  announcements  for  twenty  years. 

An  AT&T  1545  Digital  Answering  System  Speakerphone  has  been  purchased  by  the  BOS  with  a  grant 
from  the  Mildred  McVey  Fund  and  will  be  set  up  at  the  Museum  to  replace  the  present  system.  I  have  volunteered 
to  compile  and  announce  a  weekly  report  and  updates  as  required. 

When  896-1271  is  called,  the  new  machine,  just  like  the  old  one,  will  play  an  announcement  of  the 
reported  bird  sightings.  After  the  report,  callers  will  now  be  able  to  leave  a  message  with  their  own  sightings.  If  a 
caller  has  a  touch-tone  telephone,  they  may  press  “2”  to  skip  the  announcement  and  leave  a  message  immediately. 
A  caller  does  not  need  touch-tone  to  leave  a  message  after  the  announcement.  This  should  encourage  reports  to  be 
phoned  in  at  any  convenient  time. 

I  will  collect  the  messages  daily  and  record  a  new  announcement  on  Thursday  evenings.  Persons  reporting 
sightings  should  include  their  name  and  a  list  including;  date,  count,  species,  and  location.  If  a  report  is  especially 
long  or  involved,  please  call  me  at  home  or  leave  a  message  and  I  will  return  the  call. 

BOS  Hotline  sightings  and  updates  will  be  incorporated  between  weekly  tapings  as  a  touch-tone  selectable 
announcement.  A  caller  may  press  “3”  during  or  after  the  main  announcement,  or  after  leaving  a  message,  to  listen 
to  any  Hotline  information. 

Technically,  one  difficulty  is  that  not  everyone  has  touch-tone  service.  It  is  unfortunate  that  the  newest 
technology  does  not  permit  rotary  or  pulse  dial  to  activate  the  special  features.  One  solution,  short  of  the  high  cost 
of  paying  the  telephone  company  to  change  from  pulse  to  touch-tone  service,  is  for  someone  to  change  only  their 
telephone  to  one  which  is  switchable  between  pulse  and  tone  dialing.  This  way  pulse  dial  is  used  to  place  the  call, 
then  the  caller  switched  to  tone  mode  to  access  the  system’s  special  features. 

There  are  bird  alerts  covering  much  of  the  country  now,  and  many  taped  reports  are  transcribed  and 
distributed  electronically  through  the  Internet  computer  network.  I  receive  10  to  20  transcripts  per  week  covering 
eastern  North  America  from  New  Brunswick  to  Florida.  As  Dial-a-Bird  builds  up  with  more  contributors,  I  hope 
to  place  our  transcripts  on-line  so  a  much  wider  audience  will  benefit  from  our  local  reports. 

Dial-a-Bird  receives  about  250  calls  per  week,  and  there  is  only  a  small  but  important  group  of  regular 
contributors.  The  new  system  is  an  opportunity  to  increase  participation  and  timely  communication  among  the 
BOS  and  interested  public.  If  there  are  problems  or  comments,  please  call  me  at  home.  Summarizing  the  new 
format  and  functions: 

Dial  896- 1271  to  connect  to  Dial-a-Bird. 
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Rotary  Telephones  -  Listen  to  announcement,  leave  message  after  the  tone. 

Touch-tone  Telephones  -  Same  as  rotary  telephones,  or  at  any  time  during  the  call,  in  any  sequence: 
Press  “1”  to  repeat  main  announcement; 

Press  “2”  to  skip  main  announcement  and  leave  a  message; 

Press  “3”  to  listen  to  Hotline  information  and  updates; 

Press  “4”  for  a  summary  of  touch-tone  features. 

David  F.  Suggs 


Mi  ^  a* 

Niagara  Peninsula  Hawkwatch  at  Beamer  1994 

by  Walter  Klabunde 

The  Niagara  Peninsula  hawkwatchers  amassed  a  total  of  15,977  raptors  in  72  of  a  possible  days  from 
March  1  to  May  15  or  531  hours  of  observation  at  Beamer.  This  was  the  4th  highest  count  in  15  years  of  “full 
coverage.”  The  total  includes  a  new  species— American  Swallow-tailed  Kite  and  record  counts  for  Turkey 
Vultures  (3,189),  Osprey  (69),  Bald  Eagle  (40)  and  Merlin  (23).  Also  Swainson’s  Hawk  (2)  and  Goshawk  (73) 
tied  their  previous  high.  Only  two  species  ,  Broad-winged  Hawk  (2,335)  and  Red-tailed  Hawk  (2,890)  were 
below  their  15  year  mean. 

On  April  23,  eleven  hawkwatchers  spent  three  hours  recording  migrant  hawks  at  six  sites  over  a  6.2  km. 
“interceptor  line”  (Beamer  was  site  #3).  From  the  results  tabulated  below,  it  is  obvious  that  under  weather 
conditions  for  this  three  hour  period  only  about  40%  of  the  hawks  were  seen  at  Beamer. 


Site 

TV  NH 

SS 

CH 

NG 

BW  RT  AK 

UR 

Total 

1  (overlap)  11 

2 

8 

0 

1 

3  6  0 

3 

34 

1.2  km. 

2 

14 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2  0  0 

0 

17 

1.0  km.  (1) 

3 

14 

3 

83 

1 

0 

4  5  1 

0 

111 

1.5  km.  (2) 

(1) 

4 

9 

1 

4 

0 

0 

4  5  2 

5 

30 

1.2  km.  (5) 

(1) 

(1) 

5 

10 

0 

12 

0 

0 

7  15  1 

4 

49 

2.0  km.  (2) 

(1)  0) 

6 

15 

0 

4 

0 

0 

6  14  1 

7 

47 

6.5  km. 

Total 

73 

6 

111 

2 

1 

26  45  5 

19 

288 

Overlap  10 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1  4  0 

0 

17 

Net 

63 

6 

109 

2 

1 

25  41  5 

19 

271 

Key  to  Abbreviations  in  Tables 

Turkey  Vulture 

TV 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

RT 

Osprey 

OS 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

RL 

Swallow-tailed  Kite 

SK 

Golden  Eagle 

GE 

Bald  Eagle 

BE 

American  Kestrel 

AK 

Northern  Harrier 

NH 

Merlin 

ML 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

SS 

Peregrine  Falcon 

PF 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

CH 

Unidentifed  Raptor 

UR 

Northern  Goshawk 

NG 

Unident.  Accipitor 

UA 

Red-shoulder.  Hawk 

RS 

Unidentified  Btlteo 

UB 

Broad-wing.  Hawk 

BW 

Unidentified  Eagle 

UE 

Swainson’s  Hawk 

SH 

Unidentified  Falcon 

UF 
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29  ENE  4.5  6  1  1  3  3  1  2  17 

30  Var  8  396  1  8  26  1 1  2  55  103  2  1  11  618 

31  SW  8.5  64  1  3  22  12  50  6  4  176 

Total  201.8  1458  1  23  78  187  93  27  1246  1742  38  7  29  2  263  5194 
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BOS  MEETINGS 

Sept.  14:  Members’  Slide  Night  Members  are  invited  to  share  slides  of  their  summer  or  other  recent 

birding  adventures.  Don’t  miss  this  enjoyable  evening. 

Nov.  9:  B.O.S.  65*h  Anniversary  Dinner  to  be  held  at  Fanny’s  Restaurant  in  Amherst.  The  guest 

speaker  for  the  evening  will  be  Dr.  R.  I.  Guy  Momson  from  the  Migratory  Bird  Research  Division, 
Canadian  Wildlife  Service,  Quebec,  Canada.  The  program  “High  Arctic  Globetrotters:  Shorebirds 
and  Their  Lifestyles’’  will  cover  the  studies  that  are  earned  out  from  the  Ellesmere  Island  to  Tierra  del 
Fuego,  will  describe  the  unique  Canadian  studies  made  to  identify  breeding  and  migration 
requirements  of  shorebirds,  as  well  as  tell  us  about  aenal  surveys  and  atlasing  of  the  neotropics  to 
identify  key  wintenng  areas  for  these  globetrotting  shorebirds.  Dr.  Momson’s  presentation  will  deal 
not  only  with  the  shorebirds  themselves  but  also  with  the  particular  work  performed  by  the  scientists 
in  these  shorebird  studies.  (Reservations  are  required  for  this  evening.) 

If  you  would  like  to  present  a  program  or  have  a  suggestion  for  a  speaker  or  a  topic,  please  contact  Michael 
Davis  at  874-2721. 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  1 
through  June  15,  inclusive,  except  for  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December.  Meetings  begin  at 
7:30  p.m.  and  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020  Humbolt  Parkway,  Buffalo,  New  York. 

FIELD  TRIPS 


Sept.  25:  Sunday.  Lake  Ontario  plains  around  Lewiston,  NY.  Meet  at  8:00  AM  at  Tops  Market  in  Lewiston. 

Leader:  Bill  Watson  (695-2820). 

Oct.  9:  Sunday.  BOS  October  Bird  Count. 

Oct.  16:  Sunday.  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge.  Meet  at  8:00  AM  at  Tanning  Bed  (former  Amherst 

Book  World),  0. 1  mile  east  of  Main  &  Transit.  Leader:  Mike  Davis  (874-2721) 

Oct.  29:  Saturday.  Lake  Ontario  Plains  of  eastern  Niagara  and  Orleans  Counties.  Meet  in  Wrights  Comers 

(north  of  Lockport)  on  Hwy.  78  at  the  new  Tops  Market  just  north  of  the  Hwy.  104  intersection  at 
8:00  AM.  Leader:  Willie  D’ Anna  (1-731-4348). 

Oct.  30:  Sunday.  Daylight  Savings  Time  ends,  set  clocks  back  1  hour. 

Nov. 6:  Sunday.  Niagara  River  loop  top.  Meet  at  8:00  AM  at  Vermont  &  Busti.  Note:  trip  may  not  cross 

river  to  Ft.  Erie.  Leader:  Bill  Broderick  (745-3969). 

Nov.  20:  Sunday.  Niagara  River  joint  trip  with  Rochester  GOS  for  gulls  and  waterfowl.  Meet  at  9:30  AM  at 

Old  Fort  Niagara  in  the  parking  lot  just  outside  the  old  fort.  Leaders:  Bob  Spahn  of  GOS  and  Bob 
Brock  (876-5862). 


Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Trip  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 
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For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a  -Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings,  call  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  896-5200. 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler: 
Mr.  William  D'Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Drive  Extension,  Niagara  Falls,  NY  14304. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer:  Jane  Hever,  296  Westchester  Blvd.,  Kenmore,  NY 
14217  Tel.  (875-3318). 

Back  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  @  $0.50  per  copy. 

Editor:  Charles  D.  Halvorsen,  212  Main  Street,  West  Seneca,  NY  14224. 
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Fluctuating  weather  patterns  made  August  a  slightly  cooler  and  cloudier  month.  Heavy  thunderstorms  on 
August  4th  marked  an  end  to  the  pattern  of  hot  and  humid  weather  which  characterized  the  month  of  July.  We 
enjoyed  a  period  of  cloudy  and  cool  weather  with  below  average  temperatures  for  twelve  days  before  a  return  to 
warmer  weather  and  increased  humidity  on  August  17th;  the  high  temperature  for  the  month,  86°  (F)  on  the  20th 
matched  a  similar  reading  on  the  4th.  The  only  major  weather  disturbance  during  the  period  occurred  on  August 
28th  when  a  3.9  inch  rainfall  in  southern  Erie  County  accompanied  by  gale  force  winds  resulted  in  heavy  flooding 
in  the  Towns  of  Boston  and  Eden  while  tornadoes  in  the  City  of  Lockport  in  Niagara  County  and  in  the  Village  of 
Fredonia  in  Chautauqua  County  uprooted  trees  and  caused  extensive  property  damage  on  that  date.  It  is 
interesting  to  note  that  while  total  precipitation  for  the  month  as  measured  at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport 
was  only  4.09  inches,  .08  inches  below  average  for  the  period,  much  heavier  rainfall  occurred  in  the  Southern 
Tier  counties.  Vivian  Pitzrick  writes:  “...precipitation  by  (August)  22nd  was  already  5.9  inches  above  the  norm” 
in  the  Town  of  Alfred  in  Allegany  County.  Following  the  weather  disturbance  of  the  28th,  cooler  and  unsettled 
weather  prevailed  until  month’s  end  giving  impetus  to  the  first  heavy  wave  of  passerine  migrants  into  our  study 
area.  The  average  temperature  for  the  period  was  68.0°  (F),  one  degree  below  normal  and  only  54%  of  possible 
sunshine  was  recorded  in  the  Buffalo  area.  (Meteorological  data  as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo  International 
Airport.) 

Most  of  the  records  received  by  our  compiler  in  August  involve  the  autumn  passage  of  migrant  breeding 
species  from  further  north  through  the  Niagara  Frontier  but  reports  of  late  summer  vagrants  are  also  of  interest. 
For  the  second  consecutive  year,  Bob  Sundell  has  reported  an  American  Avocet  in  Chautauqua  County  in  August. 
On  August  2nd  Sundell  and  his  party  identified  a  large  shorebird  near  a  flock  of  Ring-billed  Gulls  on  the 
breakwall  in  Barcelona  Harbor  on  Lake  Erie  in  the  Town  of  Westfield  as  a  female  American  Avocet.  The 
diagnostic  upcurved  bill,  black  and  white  wing  pattern  and  pale  orange  head,  neck  and  breast  were  clearly  visible 
as  the  bird  was  observed  both  standing  and  in  flight.  In  the  muddy  shallows  created  by  the  lowering  of  the  water 
level  at  the  Adam  Beck  Hydro  reservoir  at  Queenston,  Ontario,  Willie  D’Anna  and  Betsy  Potter  found  a  juvenile 
plumaged  female  Western  Sandpiper  among  a  Hock  of  Semipalmated  and  Least  Sandpipers  on  August  20th.  It 
was  identified  its  longer  “droop-tipped”  bill  and  the  brighter,  contrasting  row  of  red  scapulars,  diagnostic  in 
separating  this  rare  wanderer  from  its  congeners.  The  bird  was  subsequently  observed  at  that  location  by 
Canadian  bird-watchers  on  the  22nd  and  again  by  D’Anna  and  Potter  on  August  24th.  A  not  uncommon  summer 
vagrant  on  Lake  Ene  the  Oldsquaw.  On  August  11th,  Bill  Watson  saw  two  of  these  ducks  in  eclipse  plumage 
about  20  yards  offshore  at  Rock  Point  Provincial  Park  in  the  Town  of  Dunnville;  on  the  31st  he  saw'  another 
Oldsquaw  which  he  identified  as  a  male  in  eclipse  plumage,  in  the  harbor  at  Port  Colborne,  Ontario. 
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On  August  16th,  Walt  Listman  visited  the  Batavia  Waste  Waters  sewage  lagoons  on  Genesee  Street  (N.Y. 
Route  #33)  in  the  city  of  Batavia  in  Genesee  County,  several  acres  of  wetlands  which  appear  to  be  a  neglected  hot 
spot  for  Western  New  York  bird-watchers.  On  this  date,  Listman  had  13  species  of  water  birds  including  two 
Great  Egrets,  a  Northern  Shoveler,  five  Ruddy  Ducks  and  40  Common  Moorhens;  1 1  species  of  shorebirds  were 
also  seen,  including  a  Baird’s  Sandpiper.  On  a  subsequent  visit  on  August  25th,  Listman  added  White-rumped 
Sandpiper  and  Red-necked  Phalarope  to  his  list. 

Finally,  the  Society’s  file  of  bird  photographs  has  been  enriched  by  the  acquisition  of  an  excellent  portrait 
of  an  immature  Peregrine  Falcon  feeding  on  the  remains  of  an  unidentifiable  passerine  on  the  roof  of  a  house  on 
Long  Road  on  Grand  Island  on  August  7th.  The  photograph  was  submitted  to  Art  Clark,  Curator  of  Vertebrate 
Zoology  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  by  Lynne  and  Ted  Nizialek  of  Kenmore  who  correctly  identified  this 
falcon  but  wanted  verification  of  their  surmise.  A  second  immature  Peregrine  was  seen  by  Mike  Davis  and  Tom 
and  Kyle  Harper  at  Rock  Point  Provincial  Park  on  August  21st.  This  bird  was  perched  in  the  large  dead  tree 
behind  the  single  beach  at  the  park,  a  roost  where  migrant  Merlins  and  other  raptors  have  been  seen  in  recent 
years.  Davis  noted  a  red  band  on  the  bird’s  tarsus. 


Joseph  F.  Thill 

NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification 
according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (B.O.S.  1991)  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area. 


Name  of  Bird 

Aug 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

D. -crest.  Cormorant 

5,24 

5,  14 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

66 

11 

254 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Watson 

66 

23 

643 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

American  Bittern 

26 

1 

Lancaster  T  wp. 

Morgante 

Great  Egret 

16 

2 

Batavia  Sewage  Lag. 

Listman 

66 

21,22,24 

1 

Pendergast  Point 

Sundell 

66 

24 

3 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Watson 

66 

5,24 

1,4 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Bl.-cr.  Night-Heron 

25 

7 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

Green- winged  Teal 

1 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

66 

16 

20 

Batavia  Sewage  Lag. 

Listman 

Northern  Shoveler 

16,18 

1,2 

Batavia  Sewage  Lag. 

Listman 

66 

21  22 

6,5 

Pendergast  Point 

Sundell 

Gad  wall 

16,18 

1,6 

Batavia  Sewage  Lag. 

Listman 

American  Wigeon 

16 

1 

Batavia  Sewage  Lag. 

Listman 

66 

24 

4 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Watson 

Redhead 

24 

9 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Lesser  Scaup 

27 

1 

Queenston  Reservoir 

D’Anna 

Oldsquaw 

11 

2 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Watson 

64 

31 

1 

Port  Coiborne,  Ont. 

Watson  et  al 

Common  Merganser 

9,23 

2,4 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Watson  et  al 

66 

31 

9 

Port  Coiborne,  Ont. 

Watson  et  al 
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Name  of  Bird 

Aug 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Ruddy  Duck 

16,18,25 

S  o  O 

Batavia  Sewage  Lag. 

Listman 

Osprey 

3 

2 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

Baird 

44 

14F 

1 

Lowbanks,  Ont. 

D’Anna  et  al 

Bald  Eagle 

5 

1  imm. 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson 

44 

15 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

44 

21 

1  imm. 

Lancaster  Twp. 

Morgan  te 

Red-should.  Hawk 

18 

1 

Elba  Twp. 

Listman 

Peregrine  Falcon 

7 

1  imm. 

Grand  Island 

Hill(photo)  Nizialcks 

44 

21 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Davis 

Common  Moorhen 

25 

67 

Batavia  Sewage  Lag. 

Listman 

Black-bellied  Plover 

6F,  14 

17,79 

Moulton  Twp.,  Ont. 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

11 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Watson 

44 

11 

1 

Crescent  Beach,  Ont. 

Watson 

44 

12 

33 

Dunville  Twp.,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Gregory 

44 

22 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna  et  al 

*Am.  Golden-Plover 

24F 

4 

Queenston  Reservoir 

Potter,  D’Anna 

44 

28 

8 

Moulton  Twp.,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Killdeer 

23 

150 

Clarence  Twp. 

Morgante 

*  A  men  can  Avocet 

2 

1 

Barcelona  Harbor 

Sundell  et  al 

Red  Knot 

19 

1 

Bertie  Twp.,  Ont. 

Yoerg 

44 

27 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Morgante,  Nolan 

Sandlenng 

16 

1 

Batavia  Sewage  Lag. 

Listman 

^Western  Sandpiper 

20,24 

1 

Queenston  Reservoir 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Least  Sandpiper 

16,18,25 

80,105,70 

Batavia  Sewage  Lag. 

Listman 

44 

24 

200 

Queenston  Reservoir 

D’Anna,  Potter 

White-r.  Sandpiper 

11-17 

1-3 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

many  observers 

44 

25 

3 

Batavia  Sewage  Lag. 

Listman 

*Baird’s  Sandpiper  14F,22,29 

U,1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

D’Anna,  Watson  et  al 

44 

14F 

1 

Grabell  Point,  Ont. 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

16 

1 

Batavia  Sewage  Lag. 

Listman 

44 

22 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna  et  al 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

6 

1 

Queenston  Reservoir 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Stilt  Sandpiper 

14,20,24 

3,1,2 

Queenston  Reservoir 

D’Anna  et  al 

*Buff-br.  Sandpiper 

pp 

1 

Wainfleet  Twp. 

Watson 

44 

29 

1 

Moulton  Twp.,  Ont. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Wilson”s  Phalarope 

14F 

1 

Smithville,  Ont. 

D’Anna  et  al 

*  Red-necked  Phalarope  25 

1 

Batavia  Sewage  Lag. 

Listman 

Little  Gull 

29F 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Caspian  Tern 

16 

2 

Batavia  Sewage  Lag. 

Listman 

44 

31 

4 

Ellery  Twp. 

Sundell 

Forster’s  Tern 

14F 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

28 

1 

Barcelona  Harbor 

Sundell 

44 

31 

1 

Point  Abino,  Ont. 

Watson 

Black  Tern 

15 

38 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

D’Anna,  Watson 

44 

16 

1 

Batavia  Sewage  Lag. 

Listman 

44 

28 

2 

Barcelona  Harbor 

Sundell 

Common  Nighthawk 

12,16-31 

5,  1-19 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

44 

13 

3 

Lancaster  Twp. 

Morgante 

44 

26 

15 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

3 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

Watson 

44 

27 

2 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Olive-s.  Flycatcher 

7F 

1 

Allegany  S.P. 

Baird,  Eaton 

44 

14,15,28 

1,1,1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 
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Name  of  Bird 

Aug 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Yellovv-b.  Flycatcher 

14F,1831 

1,1,1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Purple  Martin 

24 

lOOOest. 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Watson 

Carolina  Wren 

3-18 

1 

Eden  Valley(f) 

Andrle 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

5 

2PDBA 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Bl.-gr.  Gnatcatcher 

14 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

D’Anna  et  al 

Swainson’s  Thrush 

3  IF 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

Blue-winged  Warbler 

26F 

1 

Goat  Island 

Potter 

Tennessee  Warbler 

26F 

1 

Goat  Island 

Potter 

66 

30 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Nashville  Warbler 

7 

1 

Attica 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

66 

10,20 

1,1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

64 

27F 

1 

Fort  Niagara 

D’Anna,  Potter 

66 

30 

1 

Williamsville  Glen 

Yoerg 

Chestnut-s.  Warbler 

26F 

2 

Wheatfield  Twp. 

Potter 

66 

26F 

1 

Goat  Island 

Potter 

Magnolia  Warbler 

24F 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

66 

26 

3 

Goat  Island 

Potter 

Cape  May  Warbler 

14F 

1 

Rock  point  P.P. 

D’Anna  et  al 

Bl.-thr.  B1  Warbler 

22F 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

Potter  et  al 

66 

30 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Yellow-r.  Warbler 

19-27 

1-6 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

66 

3  IF 

2 

Pendergast  Point 

Sundell 

66 

31 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Blackburnian  Warbler 

27F 

1 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Prairie  Warbler 

30 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Bay-breasted  Warbler 

21F 

1 

Goat  Island 

D’Anna 

66 

24 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

24F 

1 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Watson 

66 

27 

1 

Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Bl.-and-w.  Warbler 

5 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Watson 

66 

24 

2 

Newstead  Twp. 

Watson 

66 

26 

2 

Goat  Island 

Potter 

Wilson’s  Warbler 

22F 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

D’Anna 

66 

30 

2 

Williamsville  Glen 

Yoerg 

Canada  Warbler 

24F 

1 

Newstead  Twp. 

Watson 

Henslow’s  Sparrow 

7 

4-6 

Clarence  Twp. 

Y oerg,  Henderson 

66 

9 

3 

Clarence  Twp. 

Morgante 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded . 261 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  .  6 

Total  for  year . 267 
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The  BOS  Research  Funds 

by  Joseph  DiDomenico 

The  BOS  Research  funds  (Mildred  Baker  McVey,  Dr.  Harc3ld  H.  Axtell,  and  various  member  donations) 
now  total  in  excess  of  $31,000  with  a  projected  return  of  $2,300.00  for  funding  projects  in  1995. 

2.  The  purpose  of  the  fund  will  be  to  provide  a  continual  source  of  income  to  fund,  or  partially  fund, 
projects  which  the  B.O.S.  Council  and  members  deem  worthwhile  and  in  the  best  interest  of  the  Society. 

3.  It  is  hoped  that  other  B.O.S.  members  will  make  donations  or  similar  bequests  to  expand  funding  of 
worthwhile  projects  benefiting  the  B.O.S.  and  wild  birds  in  general. 

4.  Approved  projects  will  be  funded  from  earned  interest  generated  by  the  fund  only. 

5.  The  Council  will  serve  as  a  grant  committee.  A  process  and  timetable  was  established. 

a.  Written  grant  requests  are  due  by  the  first  January  meeting. 

b.  Only  members  in  good  standing  may  submit  requests. 

c.  The  Council  will  review  all  requests  by  the  end  of  January. 

d.  The  Council  will  submit  its  recommendations  at  the  first  meeting  in  February  for  a  vote  of  the 
membership. 

e.  The  grants  will  be  awarded  at  the  second  meeting  in  February. 

f.  At  that  time,  a  list  (headed  by  Mildred  Baker  McVey)  will  be  read  which  will  acknowledge  all  person 
who  have  contributed  $200.00  or  more  to  the  fund. 

g.  Successful  grant  applicants  will  be  required  to  report  on  their  project  to  be  published  in  the  Prothonotary 
and  may  be  invited  to  present  a  program  at  a  future  meeting. 

Mg  Mg  yV* 
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Osprey  Hacking  Program  Is  Completed 


Bill  Burch 


Twelve  Osprey  arrived  at  the  Oak  Orchard  Wildlife  Management  Area  on  July  6,  1994,  the  third  and  final 
year  of  the  Cooperative  Osprey  Hacking  Program.  The  purpose  of  the  project  is  to  establish  a  breeding  population 
of  osprey  in  the  Lake  Plains  portion  of  Western  New  York.  The  birds,  which  were  five-to-six  weeks  old,  were 
taken  from  a  nesting  population  on  Long  Island.  They  were  nurtured  in  the  Oak  Orchard  hack  tower  at  Goose 
(Stafford’s)  Pond  for  23  days  and  then  released  July  29,  all  in  excellent  condition.  The  program  was  directed  by 
Dan  Carroll,  Senior  Wildlife  Biologist  of  the  DEC.  This  article  is  based  on  his  news  release. 

There  are  250  active  osprey  nests  on  Long  Island  and  these  produce  about  220  osprey  each  year.  Actually 
there  is  an  excess  of  nestlings  so  some  can  be  taken  for  relocation  without  changing  the  overall  fledging  rate.  This 
is  because  the  osprey  is  a  sequential  nester,  laying  eggs  (generally  three)  two  or  three  days  apart.  Incubation  starts 
when  the  first  egg  is  laid.  Therefore  the  first  osprey  to  hatch  could  be  six  or  seven  days  older  than  the  youngest 
bird  and  it  will  simply  out-compete  for  food,  causing  its  siblings  to  die  of  malnutrition.  The  DEC  men  took  the 
oldest  and  strongest  of  the  young  from  each  nest  since  these  are  best  able  to  withstand  the  relocation.  The  younger 
birds  left  in  the  nest  have  a  better  chance  of  fledging. 

The  birds  were  transported  by  airplane  as  was  done  last  year;  less  than  12  hours  elapsed  between  nest  and 
hack  tower.  In  the  first  year,  1992,  nine  osprey  were  captured  on  Long  Island  and  transported  the  next  day  by 
truck.  The  delay  and  the  long  journey  was  too  stressful  and  two  were  lost  to  a  fungal  disease  know  n  as 
aspergillosis.  Th  osprey  and  poultry  are  subject  to  this  disease.  Moreover  some  of  the  nests  on  Ding  Island 
contain  it.  Remarkably  enough  a  vaccine  was  developed  from  the  two  infected  birds  and  the  later  osprey  batches 
ere  inoculated  with  this  vaccine  This  development  was  done  by  a  veterinarian  from  the  Orchard  Park  Veterinary 
Medical  Center. 

Each  morning  at  the  hack  tower  the  birds  were  fed  at  8:30  by  DEC  members  and  shortly  thereafter  they 
were  examined  and  medicated  by  Carol  Spann  and  a  helper  from  Tri-County  Wildlife  Rehabilitation  and  Rescue, 
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Inc.  (a  non-profit  group).  Surveillance  for  15  hours  a  day  was  provided  by  volunteers  from  the  Buffalo 
ornithological  Society  and  other  bird  clubs,  recruited  by  Gail  Seamans,  who  ran  up  a  sizable  phone  bill.  Me 
volunteers  had  the  opportunity  to  break  up  an  osprey  fight  at  6:00  a.m.,  to  hold  the  birds  for  medication,  to  slice 
up  carp,  and  to  water-spray  the  birds  to  keep  them  moist.  At  other  times  they  relaxed  in  the  quiet  countryside  and 
watched  for  black  and  visiting  osprey.  It  was  a  rewarding  experience. 

We  should  add  that  most  of  the  funding  came  from  Rotary  Clubs;  namely  the  Akron-Newstead,  Clarence, 
Medina  and  Middleport  clubs.  Additional  money  was  earned  from  sales  of  Ron  Kleiber’s  osprey  prints. 


vv'r'rv'r'r'P 

Dr.  Guy  Morrison  to  Speak  at  BOS  Dinner 
on  November  9,  1994 

Local  birders  will  now  be  able  to  hear  Dr.  Mornson  give  his  talk  on  Shorebirds  and  their  Lifestyles  at  the 
BOS’  65th  annual  dinner.  He  gave  this  talk  in  Niagara  Falls,  Ont.  Last  year  at  the  Regional  Conference  of  the 
American  Birding  Association.  The  audience  there  consisted  of  birders  from  outside  this  region.  Now  comes  the 
opportunity  for  us  to  hear  this  highly  qualified  speaker  discuss  the  full  life  cycle  of  shorebirds  as  they  travel  from 
the  Arctic  Circle  to  the  tip  of  South  America. 

Members  of  other  bird  clubs  and  non-member  friends  are  also  cordially  invited  to  this  special  event.  See 
the  reservation  form  inside  the  back  page. 

Bill  Burch 

vL*  a#  vL*  a* 

m 

BOS  MEETINGS 

Oct.  12  A  shortened  program  will  provide  updates  on  nesting  of  Barn  Owls,  Purple  Martins,  and 
Prothonotary  Warblers. 

Oct.  26:  Dave  Suggs  will  use  a  computer  program  to  provide  information  on  migration  patterns. 

Nov.  9:  B.O.S.  65*h  Anniversary  Dinner  to  be  held  at  Fanny’s  Restaurant  in  Amherst.  The  guest 

speaker  for  the  evening  will  be  Dr.  R.  I.  Guy  Morrison  from  the  Migratory  Bird  Research  Division, 
Canadian  Wildlife  Service,  Quebec,  Canada.  The  program  “High  Arctic  Globetrotters:  Shorebirds 
and  Their  Lifestyles’’  will  cover  the  studies  that  are  earned  out  from  the  Ellesmere  Island  to  Tierra  del 
Fuego,  will  desenbe  the  unique  Canadian  studies  made  to  identify  breeding  and  migration 
requirements  of  shorebirds,  as  w^ell  as  tell  us  about  aerial  surveys  and  atlasing  of  the  neotropics  to 
identify  key  wintenng  areas  for  these  globetrotting  shorebirds.  (Reservations  must  be  made  by 
October  24,  see  the  form  inside  the  back  cover.) 

Nov.  23:  No  Meeting.  Happy  Thanksgiving. 

Dec.  14:  Our  annual  Holiday  meeting  with  refreshments  and  socializing.  Please  bring  something  to  share. 

If  you  would  like  to  present  a  program  or  have  a  suggestion  for  a  speaker  or  a  topic,  please  contact  Michael 
Davis  at  874-2721. 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  1 
through  June  15,  inclusive,  except  for  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December.  Meetings  begin  at 
7:30  p.m.  and  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020  Humbolt  Parkway,  Buffalo,  New  York. 
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FIELD  TRIPS 


Oct.  16: 

Oct.  29: 

Oct.  30: 
Nov. 6: 

Nov.  20: 

Nov.  23-27 

Dec.  4: 

Dec.  17: 
Dec.  18: 
Dec.  27: 

1995 

Jan.  1: 


Sunday.  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge.  Meet  at  8:00  AM  at  Tanning  Bed  (former  Amherst 
Book  World),  0. 1  mile  east  of  Main  &  Transit.  Leader:  Mike  Davis  (874-2721) 

Saturday.  Lake  Ontario  Plains  of  eastern  Niagara  and  Orleans  Counties.  Meet  in  Wnghts  Comers 
(north  of  Lockport)  on  Hwy.  78  at  the  new  Tops  Market  just  north  of  the  Hwy.  104  intersection  at 
8:00  AM.  Leader:  Willie  D’Anna  ( 1-731-4348). 

Sunday.  Daylight  Savings  Time  ends,  set  clocks  back  1  hour. 

Sunday.  Niagara  River  loop  trip.  Meet  at  8:00  AM  at  Vermont  &  Busti.  Note:  top  may  not  cross 
river  to  Ft.  Erie.  Leader:  Bill  Broderick  (745-3969). 

Sunday.  Niagara  River  joint  trip  with  Rochester  GOS  for  gulls  and  waterfowl.  Meet  at  9:30  AM  at 
Old  Fort  Niagara  in  the  parking  lot  just  outside  the  old  fort.  Leaders:  Bob  Spahn  of  GOS  and  Bob 
Brock  (876-5862). 

Wednesday-Sunday.  BOS  Thanksgiving  trip  to  Cape  Ann,  Mass.  This  shoreline  area,  east  of 
Gloucester,  Mass.,  is  a  long-time  favorite  of  birders  for  winter  rarities  of  gulls,  gannets  and  alcids. 
It  is  500  miles  from  Buffalo.  Most  parties  will  drive  there  Wednesday  and  return  Sunday 
afternoon.  Motel  reservation  should  be  made  as  soon  as  possible.  For  information  contact  the  trip 
leader,  Richard  Byron  (662-4783). 

Sunday.  Buffalo  waterfront  and  Niagara  River.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  and  Busti.  Leader: 
Bill  Watson  (695-2850). 

Saturday.  Audubon  Beaver  Meadow  Christmas  Bird  Count.  Compiler:  Dave  Junkin  (457-3228). 

Sunday.  BOS  Christmas  Count,  centered  on  Grand  Island.  Compiler:  Bill  Bogacki  (674-5781). 

Tuesday.  Niagara  Falls,  Ont.-NY  Christmas  Bird  Count.  For  information  call  Willie  D’Anna 
(1-731-4348). 


Sunday.  Audubon  Hamburg-East  Aurora  Christmas  Bird  Count.  Compiler:  Linda  Holmes 
(655-0439). 

Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Trip  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 


>1* 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a  -Bird  (716)  896- 1271. 

To  report  sightings,  call  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  896-5200. 
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Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler: 
Mr.  William  D’Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Drive  Extension,  Niagara  Falls,  NY  14304. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer:  Jane  Heyer,  296  Westchester  Blvd.,  Kenmore,  NY 
14217  Tel.  (875-3318). 

Back  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  @  $0.50  per  copy. 

Editor:  Charles  D.  Halvorsen,  212  Main  Street,  West  Seneca,  NY  14224. 
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65th  Anniversary  Dinner  of  the 
Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 


Date:  Wednesday,  November  9,  1994 

Place:  Fanny's 

3500  Sheridan  Drive 
Amherst,  New  York 
( Between  Millersport  Hwy  & 
Sweet  Home  Road ) 

Time:  6:30  -  Cash  bar 
7:30  -  Dinner 


Speaker:  Dr.  R  I.  Guy  Morrison  presents  "High  Arctic  Globetrotters :  Shorebirds  and  Their 

Lifestyles"  {see  'Meetings'  listing  for  more  information ) 


Entree  Choices: 
New  York  Sirloin 
Chicken  Francaise 

Pasta  Prima  Vera 


A  12  oz.  New  York  Strip  Steak  char-grilled  to  perfection 

A  fresh  boneless  skinless  breast  of  chicken  dipped  into  a 
light  egg  batter  and  sauteed  in  lemon  and  white  wine 

Fresh  vegetables  with  fettucine  and  prima  vera  sauce 


$20.00 

$15.25 

$15.25 


Make  check  payable  to: 

Return  reservation  by: 
Return  reservations  to: 

Any  questions  contact: 

-  -  Cut  and  Return - 


Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 

October  24,  1994 

Margaret  Stewart 
146  Traverse  BlvcL 
Buffalo,  NY  14223 

Ellen  Schopp:  694-4565 


Choice  of  Entree: 


Name: 

□  Beef 

□ 

Chicken 

□ 

Pasta 

Name: 

□  Beef 

□ 

Chicken 

□ 

Pasta 
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Volume  60  October  1994  Number  10 

THE  MONTH:  September,  1994 

The  weather  in  September  was  seasonal  in  that  the  average  temperature  for  the  month,  61.9°  (F)  was  the 
exact  mean  for  the  period.  The  month  began  with  slightly  below  average  temperatures  with  only  a  trace  of 
precipitation  followed  by  Five  days  of  unseasonably  warm  weather  at  mid-month  which  was  dissipated  by  the 
arrival  of  the  First  significant  cold  front  of  the  season  on  September  17th.  If  anecdotal  evidence  can  be  believed, 
this  front  gave  the  impetus  to  a  raptor  flight  of  historic  proportions,  of  which,  more  below.  Unsettled  weather 
characterized  by  a  huge  storm  system  during  the  last  ten  days  of  the  month  reached  its  apex  with  heavy 
thunderstorms  and  hail  overnight  on  September  28th  causing  local  flooding  in  northern  and  eastern  Erie  County 
and  “Lake  Effect”  rain  along  the  south  shore  of  Lake  Erie  the  following  day.  Rainfall  for  the  period  measured 
3.19  inches,  .30  inches- below  normal  for  the  period;  53%  of  possible  sunshine  was  recorded,  mostly  in  the  first 
twenty  days  of  the  month.  (Meteorological  data  as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport.) 

With  the  arrival  of  the  eagerly  awaited  cold  front  on  Saturday,  September  17th,  a  coterie  of  Niagara  Frontier 
hawk  watchers  made  their  annual  trek  to  “Hawk  ClifF’,  the  celebrated  promontory  on  the  Lake  Erie  shore  east  of 
Port  Stanley  in  Elgin  County,  Ontario.  The  anticipated  movement  of  migrant  raptors  began  that  afternoon  with 
1700  hawks,  mostly  Broadwings  being  tallied  by  nightfall.  On  the  following  day  of  this  memorable  weekend, 
25,000  raptors  including  five  Bald  Eagles  flew  over  the  lookout  on  brisk  northwest  winds  with  a  high  cumulus 
cloud  cover  interspersed  with  blue  sky.  As  the  cold  front  deepened,  Gordon  Bellerby  left  Hawk  Cliff  on  the 
evening  of  the  17th  to  dnve  to  Holiday  Beach  Provincial  Park  near  Amherstburg  on  the  north  shore  of  Lake  Erie 
in  Essex  County,  Ontario  where  the  largest  fall  passage  of  migrant  raptors  in  eastern  North  America  had  been 
recorded.  He  hoped  to  catch  a  big  flight  at  this  observation  point  on  September  18th,  but  in  3  1/2  hours  that 
Sunday  morning  only  175  Broadwings  were  seen  and  as  the  winds  appeared  to  be  shifting  to  southerly,  he  left 
the  area  to  return  home.  Later  in  the  week,  Bellerby  and  other  Niagara  Frontier  bird  watchers  who  had  gone  to 
Hawk  Cliff  were  informed  that  a  raptor  flight  estimated  at  an  unprecedented  228,00  individuals,  mostly  Broad¬ 
winged  Hawks  were  counted  on  September  18th  over  Lake  Erie  Metro  Park  on  the  Detroit  River  at  Detroit, 
Michigan,  a  few  miles  northwest  of  Amherstburg.  On  the  previous  day  at  this  lookout,  90,000  raptors  were 
reported  and  on  September  26th,  one  day  before  the  cold  front  reached  the  lower  Great  Lakes,  40,000  birds  were 
allegedly  seen  over  this  unheralded  hot  spot. 

Near  home,  there  were  few  supnsingly  few  remarkable  bird  sightings  in  September,  probably  due  in  part  to  the 
generally  placid  weather  conditions  with  no  major  disturbances  until  late  in  the  month.  For  the  first  time  in  ten 
years  there  were  no  sightings  of  Little  Gulls  in  the  upper  Niagara  River  in  September  and  only  the  third  time  in 
that  period  that  observers  failed  to  report  at  least  one  Sabine’s  Gull  or  Red-necked  Phalaropes  in  the  river.  There 
were  three  records  of  Peregrine  Falcons  including  two  immature  birds,  one  of  which  was  seen  both  perched  on  a 
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dead  tree  and  flying  over  the  Wood  Marsh  on  Bartel  Road  at  the  Tonawanda  Wildlife  Management  Area  in 
Niagara  County  on  September  3rd  by  Mike  Morgante.  Morgante  had  the  bird  under  observation  for  fifteen 
minutes  during  which  time  it  left  its  perch  to  pursue  both  a  kingfisher  and  a  swallow,  he  noticed  that  it  had  a  band 
on  its  left  leg  gjid  that  the  entire  underside  of  the  left  wing  was  dyed  red.  He  correctly  deduced  that  the  bird  was 
probably  a  graduate  of  a  hacking  or  release  program  and  contacted  the  Fish  and  Wildlife  Division  of  the  N.Y. 
State  Department  of  Environmental  Conservation  at  Buffalo  to  report  his  observation.  The  DEC  confirmed  his 
surmise;  the  bird  was  one  of  twelve  immature  falcons  successfully  hacked  and  released  as  part  of  a  cooperative 
environmental  project  undertaken  by  the  Rochester  Gas  and  Electric  public  utility  in  Monroe  County  and  the 
Braddock’s  Bay  Raptor  Research  Station  this  summer.  The  birds  were  hacked  both  on  the  roof  of  the  Gas  and 
Electric  Building  in  the  City  of  Rochester  and  at  the  Russell  power  Station  on  Lake  Ontario.  Walt  Listman 
advised  the  writer  that  a  second  falcon  similarly  marked  was  seen  at  Hamlin  Beach  on  Lake  Ontario  west  of 
Rochester  in  August. 

The  Mud  lake  Wildlife  Management  Area  on  Elm  Street  at  the  northern  border  of  the  City  of  Port  Colbome 
was  the  scene  of  several  interesting  shorebird  sightings  in  September  as  local  bird  watchers  reaped  the  bonanza 
of  a  vast  expanse  of  mud  flats  created  by  temporary  draining  of  the  lake  and  cattail  marsh  in  August.  Among  the 
many  species  of  shorebirds  feeding  in  the  shallows  on  the  mud  flats  were  several  White-rumped  Sandpipers,  a 
Baird’s  Sandpiper,  and  a  Stilt  Sandpiper,  all  uncommon  fall  migrants  in  our  study  area.  An  unexpected  bonus 
enjoyed  by  the  writer,  who  visited  the  site  in  the  company  of  Bob  Andrle,  Don  Roberson  and  Jim  Gregory  on 
September  9th,  was  the  sight  of  two  Ospreys  fishing  in  the  shallow  pools  of  water  on  the  flats,  an  avian  analog 
to  shooting  ducks  in  a  barrel!  Also  on  the  9th,  Andrle’s  party  visited  the  turf  farm  on  Poth  Road  in  the  Town  of 
Dunnville  where  a  large  flock  of  shorebirds  included  in  addition  to  several  Black-bellied  Plovers  and  many 
Killdeer,  44  American  Golden  Plovers.  There  were  also  130  Homed  Larks  feeding  in  that  field  on  this 
memorable  day.  only  one  sighting  of  a  Buff-breasted  Sandpiper  in  September  was  reported  to  the  compiler.  The 
bird  was  seen  by  several  observers  on  the  turf  farm  on  County  Road  in  the  Town  of  Clarence  between  September 
3rd  and  5th. 

J.F.T. 

NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification 
according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (B.O.S.  1991)  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area. 


Name  of  Bird 

Sept 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Common  Loon 

18F 

1 

Goat  Island 

Morgante 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Horned  Grebe 

17F 

1 

Fort  Ene.  Ont. 

D. -crest.  Cormorant 

1 

842 

Buckhom  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

44 

16 

3  v./nest 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Watson 

American  Bittern 

15 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Davis 

Least  Bittern 

3,5,18 

1,1,1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Andrle, Morgante,  Y  oerg 

44 

9 

1 

Mud  L.-Port  Colbome 

Andrle  et  al 

44 

24L 

3 

Tifft  N.P. 

Morgante 

Great  Egret 

3 

3 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante 

Bl.-cr.  Night-Heron 

20 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Canada  Goose 

22 

600 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Northern  Pintail 

15F 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

44 

29 

12 

Burgeson  W.S. 

Sundell,  Seleen 
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Name  of  Bird 

Northern  Shoveler 

(4 

American  Wigeon 
Redhead 
Greater  Scaup 
Lesser  Scaup 
White-winged  Scoter 
Common  Merganser 
Red-br.  Merganser 
Ruddy  Duck 
Bald  Eagle 
Cooper’s  Hawk 

44 

44 

Merlin 

Peregrine  Falcon 

44 

44 

Virginia  Rail 
Amer.  Golden-Plover 

44 

44 

44 

44 

Killdeer 

White-r.  Sandpiper 
Baird’s  Sandpiper 

44 

Stilt  Sandpiper 

44 

Buff-br.  Sandpiper 

44 

Caspian  Tern 
Forster’s  Tern 
Common  Nighthawk 

44 

44 

44 

Ruby-t.  Hummingbird 
Red-headed  Wdpkr. 
Yellow-b.  Sapsucker 

44 

Olive-s.  Flycatcher 
Eastern  Wood-Pewee 

44 

Least  Flycatcher 
Gr.  Cr.  Flycatcher 

44 

Eastern  Kingbird 
Horned  Lark 
Bank  Swallow 
Tufted  Titmouse 
Red-br.  Nuthatch 


Sept 

Number 

16,29 

5,20 

18 

2 

29 

100 

18F 

1 

29F 

6 

17 

2 

19F 

40 

25F 

2 

19F 

7 

29F 

15 

3 

1  adult 

4 

1 

5 

1 

18,21 

1 

3F 

1 

3 

1  imm.  w/band 

4 

1  imm. 

17 

1 

18 

1 

9,11 

44,16 

11 

1 

11 

1 

19,24 

13,53 

29 

1 

29 

153 

5 

2 

11 

1 

17 

1 

4 

1 

9 

1 

3,4 

1 

5 

1 

17 

1 

1 

1 

7-22 

1-12 

11 

3 

14 

18 

15 

6 

20 

2 

25 

1 

18F 

1 

oo 

1 

U 

3,11L 

30 

2 

30 

1 

17L 

1 

4L 

1 

4L 

1 

4L 

1 

9 

130 

3L 

1 

3-30 

6 

14F 

1 

Location 

Batavia  Sewage  Lag. 
Tifft  N.P. 

Batavia  Sewage  Lag. 
Tifft  N.P. 

Batavia  Sewage  Lag. 
Rock  Point  P.P. 

Wilson  Twp. 
Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 
Wilson  Twp. 

Batavia  Sewage  Lag. 
Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Tifft  N.P. 

Marilla  Twp. 

Lancaster  T  wp. 

Porter  Twp. 

Tonawanda  W.M.A 
Queenston  Reservoir 
Lewiston  Reservoir 
Tifft  N.P. 

Moulton  Twp.,  Ont. 
Rock  Point  P.P. 
Niag.-on-the-Lake  Twp. 
Wilson  Twp. 

Ki  an  tone  Twp. 

Ki  an  tone  Twp. 

Mud  L.-Port  Colbome 
Niag.-on-the-Lake  Twp. 
Mud  L.-Port  Colbome 
Queenston  Reservoir 
Mud  L.-Port  Colbome 
Clarence  Twp. 

Clarence  Twp. 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 
Tonawanda  Twp. 
Queenston  Reservoir 
Fredonia 
Buffalo 
Wales  Twp. 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

Tifft  N.P. 

Williamsville  Glen 
East  Aurora 
East  Aurora 
Tifft  N.P. 

Alfred  Twp. 

Tifft  N.P. 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 
Porter  Twp. 

Dunnville  Twp.,  Ont. 
Lewiston  Reservoir 
Wales  Twp.  (f) 
Williamsville  Glen 


Observer 

Listman 

Yoerg,  Henderson 
Listman 

Yoerg,  Henderson 
Listman 
D’Anna,  Potter 
D’Anna 
Watson  (BOS) 

D’Anna 

Listman 

Morgante 

McKale,  Watson  (BOS) 

Holmes 

Morgante 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Morgante 

Yoerg 

D’Anna,  Potter 
Y oerg,  Henderson 
Andrle,  Yoerg  et  al 
Yoerg,  Henderson 
Davis 

Potter,  D’Anna 
Sundell,  Seleen 
Sundell,  Seleen 
Watson 
Davis 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Yoerg 

Andrle  et  al 

Holmes  et  al 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Chilton 

Hess 

Davis 

Chilton 

Davis 

O.  Rosche 

Watson(BOS) 

Watson,  Benham 

Yoerg 

Holmes 

Holmes 

Davis 

Brooks 

McKale,  Watson  (BOS) 

D’Anna  Potter 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Andrle  et  al 

D’Anna 

O.  Rosche 

Yoerg 
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Name  of  Bird 

Sept 

Number 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

18 

1 

Brown  Creeper 

18F 

1 

44 

22 

1 

Carolina  Wren 

3,5,21 

1,1,1 

44 

11 

1 

44 

17 

1 

House  Wren 

30 

1 

Winter  Wren 

18F 

2 

44 

22 

5 

Marsh  Wren 

2 

2 

44 

30 

3 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

28F 

1 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

18F 

2 

44 

18F 

1 

44 

22 

1 

Bl.-gr.  Gnatcatcher 

3L 

1 

Veery 

15L 

1 

Gray-cheeked  Thrush 

15F 

1 

44 

25 

1 

Swainson’s  Thrush 

3 

1 

Gray  Catbird 

26 

32 

American  Pipit 

24F 

3 

Solitary  Vireo 

15F 

1 

44 

16 

1 

Yellow-thr.  Vireo 

15L 

1 

Warbling  Vireo 

18L 

1 

44 

18L 

2 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

5F 

1 

44 

14 

1 

44 

•  16 

1 

44 

18 

1 

Blue-winged  Warbler 

14L 

1 

Orange-cr.  Warbler 

17F 

1 

Northern  Parula 

9F 

1 

44 

15 

1 

Yellow  Warbler 

22L 

1 

Bl.-thr.  Green  Warb. 

3F 

1 

44 

5 

9 

Blackburnian  Warbler 

4 

1 

Pine  Warbler 

5F 

1 

44 

18 

2 

Palm  Warbler 

3F 

1 

44 

9 

1 

44 

18 

4 

Northern  Waterthrush 

15 

1 

44 

22 

1 

Connecticut  Warbler 

5 

1 

Mourning  Warbler 

6L 

1 

Hooded  Warbler 

26L 

1 

Wilson’s  Warbler 

26 

1 

Canada  Warbler 

26 

1 

Rose-br.  Grosbeak 

26 

1 

Indigo  Bunting 

26 

1 

Location 

Observer 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

Morgan  te 

Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Williamsville  Glen 

Yoerg 

Tifft  N.P. 

Andrle,  Morgan  te,  Davis 

Morgan’s  Pt.,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Tifft  N.P. 

Davis 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

•  Morgante 

Williamsville  Glen 

Yoerg 

Tillman  WMA 

Morgante 

Tifft  N.P. 

Davis 

Wales  Twp. 

O.  Rosche 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

Morgante 

Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Williamsville  Glen 

Yoerg 

Tifft  N.P. 

Andrle  et  al 

Tifft  N.P. 

Davis 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Watson  (BOS) 

Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Tifft  N.P. 

Davis 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Wales  Twp. 

O.  Rosche 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

Morgante 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Watson 

Williamsville  Glen 

Yoerg 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Williamsville  Glen 

Yoerg 

Rock  Point  P.  P. 

Potter 

Goat  Island 

Potter 

Tifft  N.P. 

Davis 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Wilson  Twp. 

Watson 

Tifft  N.P. 

Morgante 

Tifft  N.P. 

McKale,  Watson  (BOS) 

Tifft  N.P. 

Morgante 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

Morgante 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

O’Donnell,  Humann 

Goat  Island 

Potter 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Williamsville  Glen 

Yoerg 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

D’Anna 

Goat  Island 

Potter 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 
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Name  of  Bird 

Sept 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 

3L 

2 

Clarence  Twp. 

Davis 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

18F 

2 

Tifft  N.P. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

14 

18F 

1 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

18F 

6 

Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

23  F 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

22F 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Bobolink 

3L 

50 

Newstead  Twp. 

Morgan  te 

Rusty  Blackbird 

18F 

1 

Ashford  Twp. 

Chilton 

Northern  Oriole 

9L 

1 

Goat  Island 

Potter 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded 

267 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue 

0 

Total  for  year . 

267 

vT*  %JV 

*T»  +T+ 

Lake  Ontario  Plains  Field  Trip 

Thirteen  bird  watchers  left  the  Tops  Market  parking  lot  a  little  after  8:00  AM,  September  25,  and 
proceeded  directly  to  Fort  Niagara.  There  we  found  6  species  of  woodpeckers  (including  Red-headed,  Red- 
bellied,  and  Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker)  6  species  of  warblers  (including  Nashville  Warbler  and  Tennessee 
Warbler)  Northern  Mockingbird,  four  Eastern  Bluebirds,  both  species  of  Nuthatch,  and  Tufted  Titmouse. 

At  Four  Mile  Creek  State  Park  we  added  a  Gray-cheeked  Thrush,  Chestnut-sided  Warbler,  Northern 
Parula,  a  beautiful  male  Black-throated  Green  Warbler,  American  Woodcock,  and  six  other  species. 

While  eating  lunch  at  Wilson  -Tuscarora  State  Park  we  watched  a  V  of  20  Double-crested  Cormorants  and 
two  Common  Mergansers  flying  along  the  lake  shore.  Here  we  also  observed  White- throated  Sparrow,  American 
Redstart,  and  Yeilow-rumped  Warbler.  Finally  in  a  plowed  field  Willie  D'Anna  had  staked  out  on  Ide  Road  in  the 
Town  of  Wilson  we  saw  American  Golden  Plover,  Killdeers,  and  four  Pectoral  Sandpiper.  For  the  entire  tnp  the 
group  had  eleven  species  of  Warblers  and  a  total  of  58  species  of  birds. 

Bill  Watson 


'i*  'r  *r*  t* 

Extraordinary  Hawk  Flight  Along 

North  Lake  Erie  Shore 

September  17-19,  1994 

Bill  Burch 

The  westward  flight  of  Broad-winged  Hawks  along  the  north  shore  of  Lake  Erie  came  to  a  peak  the 
weekend  of  September  18,  1994.  Observers  had  spectacular  experiences  at  the  following  places:  Hawk  Cliff 
(located  midway  the  length  of  the  lake)  on  Sunday;  Holiday  Beach  (near  the  west  end)  on  Monday  morning;  and  at 
Lake  Erie  Metropark,  Michigan  (six  miles  northwest  of  Holiday  Beach)  on  Friday,  Saturday  and  Sunday. 

The  scheduled  BOS  hawk  tnp  of  one  week  earlier  fortunately  had  been  rescheduled  for  this  weekend  in 
anticipation  of  more- favorable  winds.  A  dozen  Buffalo  birders  therefore  were  pursuing  these  hawks,  but  only 
half  were  at  the  nght  place  at  the  right  time.  Particularly  devastated  was  the  group  who  arrived  at  Holiday  Beach 
at  noon  Monday,  only  to  be  told,  “You  have  just  missed  a  flight  of  42,000  low-flying  Broadwings!”  A  wind  shift 
to  southerly  had  stopped  the  show. 

In  view  of  the  results  at  Lake  Ene  Metropark  those  disappointed  birders  might  have  profited  by  moving 
inland  five  miles  or  so.  Northwest  winds  press  the  hawks  against  the  north  shore  to  the  advantage  of  the  two 
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shoreline  observation  sites.  A  southerly  component  may  not  stop  the  flight  but  merely  shift  it  inland.  Certainly 
that  was  true  on  Sunday  when  Gordon  Bellerby  reported  that  Holiday  Beach,  with  southerly  winds,  had  only  200 
Broadwings.  On  that  same  day  the  greatest  recorded  flight  of  Broadwings  in  North  America  was  taking  place 
about  five  miles  inland  of  Holiday  Beach.  Observers  at  Lake  Ene  Metropark  were  in  the  flight  path  and  counted 
an  astounding  228,000  Broad-winged  Hawks  that  day.  As  another  example  of  this  inland  shift,  Hawk  Cliff  on 
Fnday  had  no  Broadwings  and  on  Saturday  had  only  1 155;  this  must  be  compared  with  an  inland  flight  that  netted 
70,000  and  60,000  Broadwings  on  the  same  two  days  at  lake  Erie  Metropark. 

Those  of  us  at  Hawk  Cliff  on  Sunday  were  unaware  of  these  remarkable  counts  so  were  well  satisfied 
with  a  modest  spillover  of  20,137  Broad-winged  Hawks,  a  record  for  all  of  us. 

Lake  Ene  Metropark  is  one  of  the  hawk-counting  locations  shown  on  a  map  of  Fall  hawk  migration  routes 
in  the  area  we  are  discussing.  This  map  is  part  of  a  feature  article  by  Allen  Chartier  in  the  November,  1993, 
newsletter  “Winging  It”  of  the  American  Birding  Association.  Hawks  flying  due  west  on  a  course  about  five 
miles  north  of  Holiday  Beach  pass  just  south  of  Amherstburg,  Ontario.  Then  they  cross  the  Detroit  River  and  pass 
over  Lake  Erie  Metropark  on  the  shoreline.  After  that  they  turn  south  toward  Ohio. 

The  Chartier  article  points  out  that  the  large  Broad-winged  Hawk  flight  occurs  within  a  narrow  time 
window  of  September  10  to  20,  with  record  numbers  closer  to  the  20th.  Often  a  wider  variety  of  raptors  are  seen 
in  October,  with  Golden  Eagles  peaking  in  late  October,  for  example. 

Our  party  arrived  at  Hawk  Cliff  on  Saturday,  September  17,  at  9:00  a.m.  after  the  140-mile  drive  from 
Buffalo.  The  wet  low-pressure  front  had  passed  through  during  the  night,  and  the  day  quickly  became  warm  and 
sunny  with  mostly  blue  sky.  Some  light  complexions  became  very  red  by  day’s  end.  The  wind  was  generally 
northwest  all  day  but  light  and  shifting  at  ground  level  at  times.  The  broadwings  started  coming  over  early  in  the 
afternoon  and  by  ordinary  standards  the  day’s  count  was  good  but  the  consensus  was  “wait  until  Sunday."  The 
Saturday  count  was  231  Kestrels,  10  Merlins,  302  Sharp-shinned,  2  Cooper’s,  1155  Broadwings,  5  Red-tailed, 
59  Northern  Harriers,  1  Bald  Eagle,  9  Osprey  and  23  Turkey  Vultures  for  a  total  of  1797  raptors. 

Other  flying  objects  seen  during  the  weekend  were  an  abundance  of  dragonflies,  several  hummingbirds,  a 
few  Monarch  Butterflies,  and  no  movement  of  Goldfinches  or  Bluejays. 

On  Sunday  at  Hawk  Cliff  the  temperature  was  cooler  than  on  Saturday.  The  northwest  wind  persisted  all 
day.  The  sky  started  as  all-blue  but  cumulus  clouds  formed  in  the  Northwest  by  mid-morning  and  by  afternoon 
the  entire  skv  was  half  blue  and  half  cumulus  clouds. 

By  noon  it  was  evident  that  a  good  Broadwing  flight  was  in  progress.  The  tally  at  noon  of  3406  raptors 
(3135  BW’s)  exceeded  the  season’s  raptor  total  prior  to  this  weekend.  After  3:00  p.m.  the  Broadwings  were  high 
enough  to  be  visible  only  against  the  white  clouds  and  with  the  aid  of  binoculars.  At  that  height  the  flight  loses 
some  of  its  spectacular  effect.  The  Broadwings  favored  a  narrow  flight  path  along  which  were  strung  out  the 
groups  of  100  to  500  hawks.  This  path  was  at  least  a  mile  high  and  it  had  shifted  to  about  a  mile  inland.  When 
these  high-flying  hawks  left  the  white  cumulus  background  they  instantly  became  invisible  against  the  blue  sky. 
On  a  cloudless  day  the  flight  would  have  been  missed. 

Other  raptors  continued  to  come  in  at  low-to-medium  altitude.  The  harriers,  falcons,  and  accipiters  often 
were  at  tree-top  level.  Four  Bald  Eagles  came  over  between  1 1:30  and  1:05,  all  at  easily  recognizable  heights.  At 
4:45  p.m..  a  Merlin  perched  in  the  bare  branches  of  the  “Merlin  tree”  for  15  minutes,  occasionally  sallying  forth 
for  a  dragonfly. 

In  the  following  count  for  the  day  (Sunday,  Sept.  18)  the  Broadwing  number  is  the  day’s  total.  The  others 
are  as  recorded  at  4:00  P.M.  and  may  have  increased  in  the  last  two  hours  (they  record  by  Daylight  Saving  Time): 
199  Kestrels,  4  Merlins,  1  Peregrine  Falcon,  170  Sharp-shinned,  1  Cooper’s,  20,137  Broad-winged  Hawks,  6 
Red-tailed,  64  Northern  Harriers,  6  Bald  Eagles,  9  Osprey,  and  4  Turkey  Vultures. 

In  a  final  and  discouraging  note  we  must  mention  that  the  farmer  owning  the  field  to  the  east  has  planted  a 
tight  row  of  willow  trees  along  the  fence.  These  now  are  only  eight  feet  high  but  in  time  will  completely  block  the 
all-important  view.  He  appears  to  have  been  unaware  of  the  effect  on  the  hawk  watch,  stating  that  they  were  for 
control  of  wind  erosion  during  Spring  plowing.  He  continues  to  welcome  the  banders  onto  his  property.  The 
Hawk  Cliff  Foundation  and  the  St.  Thomas  Field  Naturalist  Club  are  trying  to  cope  with  the  problem.  They  are 
considering  buying  property  several  miles  to  the  east,  but  it  would  be  a  shame  to  lose  Hawk  Cliff 
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UPDATE  ON  BATAVIA  WASTEWATER  TREATMENT  PONDS 

Did  Oscar  Wilde  say  that  you  always  kill  the  one  you  love?  The  infatuation  with  this  super  waterfowl  and 
shorebird  spot,  discovered  a  month  ago  by  most  of  us,  led  to  a  heavy  load  of  visitors.  Management  became 
concerned  for  safety  and  closed  the  ponds  to  motor  traffic.  Possibly  walking  in  is  still  permitted  but  you  must  stop 
at  the  office  and  sign  a  waiver.  Birding  is  good  on  the  one-half  mile  to  the  ponds. 

To  reach  the  plant,  take  the  Thruway  (1-90)  to  the  Batavia  exit.  Go  south  on  Route  98,  turn  right  (west)  on 
Route  33  and  go  0.6  mi.  Turn  left  onto  Industrial  Parkway  and  go  the  end.  The  building  on  the  left  has  an  office 
on  the  rear  side  where  you  must  sign  in.  Remember  the  gates  are  locked  at  3  P.M. 


Bill  Burch 


a#  «**  a* 

#T>» 


MEMBERSHIP  NEWS 


The  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  notes  with  sadness  the  passing  of: 

Harriett  Klabunde 
A  Member  since  1948 
A  Fellow  member  since  1968 

Welcome  to  the  following  new  Associate  Members: 

Michael  DiDomenico 
601  Winspear  Road 
Elma,  NY  14069 
683-7343 

Brenda  Kuntz 
4514  Candlewood  Drive 
Lockport,  NY  14094 
433-0180 

Deborah  Nilos 
67  Beverly  Place 
Hamburg,  NY  14075 
648-5769 

Jack  &  Marge  Skinner 
1 145  Baseline  Road 
Grand  Island,  NY  14072 
773-3441 


.t.  .1.  v . V. 
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BOS  MEETINGS 


Nov.  23:  No  Meeting.  Happy  Thanksgiving. 

Dec.  14:  Our  annual  Holiday  meeting  with  refreshments  and  socializing.  Please  bring  something  to  share. 

If  you  would  like  to  present  a  program  or  have  a  suggestion  for  a  speaker  or  a  topic,  please  contact  Michael 
Davis  at  874-2721. 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  1 
through  June  15,  inclusive,  except  for  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December.  Meetings  begin  at 
7:30  p.m.  and  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020  Humbolt  Parkway,  Buffalo,  New  York. 


FIELD  TRIPS 

Nov.  20:  Sunday.  Niagara  River  joint  trip  with  Rochester  GOS  for  gulls  and  waterfowl.  Meet  at  9:30  AM  at 

Old  Fort  Niagara  in  the  parking  lot  just  outside  the  old  fort.  Leaders:  Bob  Spahn  of  GOS  and  Bob 
Brock  (876-5862). 

Nov.  23-27  Wednesday-Sunday.  BOS  Thanksgiving  trip  to  Cape  Ann,  Mass.  This  shoreline  area,  east  of 
Gloucester,  Mass.,  is  a  long-time  favorite  of  birders  for  winter  rarities  of  gulls,  gannets  and  alcids. 
It  is  500  miles  from  Buffalo.  Most  parties  will  drive  there  Wednesday  and  return  Sunday 
afternoon.  Motel  reservation  should  be  made  as  soon  as  possible.  For  information  contact  the  trip 
leader,  Richard  Byron  (662-4783). 

Dec.  4:  Sunday.  Buffalo  waterfront  and  Niagara  River.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  and  Busti.  Leader 

Bill  Watson  (695-2850). 

t 

Dec.  17:  Saturday.  Audubon  Beaver  Meadow  Christmas  Bird  Count.  Compiler:  Dave  Junkin  (457-3228). 

Dec.  18:  Sunday.  BOS  Christmas  Count,  centered  on  Grand  Island.  Compiler:  Bill  Bogacki  (674-5781). 

Dec.  27:  Tuesday.  Niagara  Falls,  Ont.-NY  Christmas  Bird  Count.  For  information  call  Willie  D’Anna 

(1-731-4348). 

1995 

Jan.  1:  Sunday.  Audubon  Hamburg-East  Aurora  Christmas  Bird  Count.  Compiler:  Linda  Holmes 

(655-0439). 

Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Trip  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 


»i>  vjy  vi/  a# 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a  -Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings,  call  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  896-5200. 
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Mr  Wfc  D'AnT^ST  T"*  T  ^  “T, •*he  FIFTH  day  °f  the  follow'"g  month  to  the  Compiler 

ivir.  wimam  u  Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Drive  Extension,  Niagara  Falls,  NY  14304. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer  Michael  Hamilton,  172  Allen  Street,  Buffalo,  NY  14201. 
Back  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  @  $0.50  per  copy. 

Editor  Charles  D.  Halvorsen,  212  Main  Street,  West  Seneca,  NY  14224. 


WILLIAM  C.  VAUGHAN 
MEMORIAL  LECTURE 

7  •  ;•  :■  *•“  -  A. T  .  •  --  -  -. 

Created  as  a  lasting 
tribute  to  the  late 
Museum  board  member,- 
instructor  and  birding 
enthusiast,  The  William 
C.  Vaughan  Memorial 
Lecture  brings  noted 
ornithologists  to  Buffalo 
for  an  annual  lecture. 

Wednesday ,  April  2  6  -  7:30  p  .m  . 
James  J .  Brett  —  Hawk  Mountain 
Sanctuary:  A  Global  Perspective 

Hawk  Mountain  Sanctuary  was  bom  more  than  60 
years  ago  atop  the  Kittatinny  Ridge  in  eastern 
Pennsylvania.  The  Sanctuary  has  grown  from  a  local 
organization  focused  on  protecting  birds  of  prey  to 
an  internationally-recognized  institution  of  education 
and  research  with  a  global  perspective.  Hawk 
Mountain  Curator  Jim  Brett,  who  will  be  celebrating 
his  25th  season  with  the  Sanctuary  in  1995,  will 
illustrate  how  this  unique  and  diverse  conservation 
organization  plays  a  role  m  community-based, 
environmental  activism.  He  is  the  author  of  The 
Mountain  and  the  Migration 
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THE  MONTH:  October,  1994 

After  a  rainy  and  cool  first  day,  October  was,  for  the  most  part,  a  mild,  sunny  and  dry  month 
during  which  we  enjoyed  a  prolonged  period  of  Indian  Summer.  Indeed,  it  was  the  sunniest  October  in  30  years 
with  eleven  days  of  more  than  90%  possible  sunshine.  Aside  from  a  heavy  overnight  rain  and  cold  front  on  the 


of  the  16th  in  the  higher  elevations  south  of  the  metropolitan  area.  There  were  no  major  weather  disturbances. 
The  average  temperature  for  the  period  was  52.2°  (F),  1. 1  degrees  above  the  norm;  precipitation  in  the  form  of 
rain  measured  only  1.87  inches,  1.22  inches  below  average;  61%  of  possible  sunshine  was  recorded. 
(Meteorological  data  as  compiled  at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport.) 

Once  again  this  month,  the  flyway  along  the  south  shore  of  Lake  Ontario  was  the  focus  of  excitement  among 
area  bird-watchers  and,  due  to  the  enormity  of  the  find  in  the  harbor  at  Rochester  on  October  31st,  for  scores  of 
others  from  further  afield  in  New  York,  Pennsylvania  and  Ontario.  On  that  date,  a  rainy  Monday  morning.  Bob 
Marcotte  of  the  Rochester  Birding  Association  celebrated  Halloween  early  with  his  discovery  of  an  immature 
Antique  Murrelet  in  that  harbor.  This  alcid  is  a  pelagic  bird  of  the  northern  Pacific  Ocean  where  it  breeds  in  East 
Asia  and  along  the  western  coastline  of  North  America  from  southern  Alaska  south  to  British  Columbia;  it 
winters  in  those  waters,  occasionally  as  far  south  as  the  California  coast.  This  murrelet  is  a  casual  vagrant  inland 
on  bodies  of  fresh  water  in  North  America,  east  to  the  Great  Lakes  region.  Marcotte’ s  bird  is  especially 
significant  as  the  first  record  for  New  York  State.  There  are  two  records  for  the  Province  of  Ontario,  one  from 
Toronto  Harbor  on  Lake  Ontario  in  November,  1901  and  the  second  as  reported  in  Beardslee  and  Mitchell’s 
Birds  of  the  Niagara  Frontier  Region  as  a  single  specimen  found  dead  on  the  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie  “about 
seven  miles  from  Buffalo”  in  November,  1908.  Unfortunately,  only  a  few  local  bird-watchers  were  able  to  see 
the  murrelet  in  Rochester  Harbor  before  it  took  its  leave  during  the  afternoon  of  November  1st.  However,  there 
will  be  more  of  the  adventures  of  Synthliboramphus  antiquum  and  its  peregrinations  on  Lake  Ontario,  reported  in 
these  pages  next  month.  Stay  tuned! 

The  sewage  ponds  of  the  Batavia  Waste  Water  plant  in  the  City  of  Batavia  in  Genesee  County  continue  to  be 
highly  regarded  as  a  wetland  complex  to  be  treasured.  On  October  1st,  Walt  Listman  reported  yet  another  new 
and  surprising  species  at  the  ponds,  a  female  Common  Eider,  hitherto  a  rare  winter  visitor  to  the  Niagara  River 
and  Lake  Ontario  and  Lake  Erie  in  our  study  area.  On  the  2nd,  a  large  group  of  bird-watchers  from  the  Buffalo 
area  saw  the  bird  in  the  company  of  a  flock  of  Mallards  in  the  northeast  pond  in  the  treatment  complex  and  in  an 
adjoining  pond  in  the  company  qf  a  flock  of  Ruddy  Ducks  and  other  birds  was  a  very  early  female  Bufflehead.  A 
bonus  that  day  for  Dave  and  Debra  Suggs  was  the  sight  of  an  immature  Peregrine  Falcon  flying  over  the  dikes 
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bordering  the  ponds.  On  October  1st,  Bill  Watson  also  saw  an  immature  Peregrine  Falcon  which  obligingly 
perched  in  a  tree  at  the  intersection  of  Roberts  and  Sour  Springs  roads  on  the  Iroquois  Wildlife  Refuge  in  the 
Town  of  Shelby  in  Orleans  County.  Meanwhile,  back  at  the  sewage  ponds  on  October  7th,  Dave  Cooper  and  his 
party  were  rewarded  with  the  sight  of  a  late  migrant  Buff-breasted  Sandpiper  in  the  company  of  four  Killdeer 
where  they  were  feeding  on  a  berm  between  two  lagoons. 

On  October  14th,  Bob  Sundell  was  scanning  a  flock  of  300  Canada  Geese  at  the  mouth  of  Bemus  Creek  on 
the  shore  of  Chautauqua  lake  in  the  Town  of  Ellery  in  Chautauqua  County  when  he  noticed  a  smaller  goose  with 
the  plumage,  colors  and  neck  pattern  of  its  bigger  companions  but  with  a  proportionately  shorter  “stubby”  bill 
than  the  larger  subspecies.  Sundell  identified  the  bird  as  the  “small”  race  of  Canada  Goose  (formerly  treated 
taxonomically  as  a  separate  species,  Branta  Hutchinsii)  and  a  rare  transient  migrant  on  the  Niagara  Frontier.  The 
mouth  of  Bemus  Creek  was  also  the  scene  of  the  sighting  of  a  late  American  Avocet  in  winter  plumage  by 
Jamestown  Audubon  Society  members  William  and  Linda  Seleen  who  observed  the  bird  sitting  on  a  sandbar 
among  a  flock  of  Flerring  and  Ring-billed  Gulls.  The  Seleens,  who  were  participating  in  the  B.O.S.  October  Bird 
Count  identified  the  bird  by  its  diagnostic  upward  curved  long,  thin  bill,  long  legs  and  striking  black  and  white 
plumage. 

On  the  morning  of  October  21st,  Linda  Holmes  observed  an  anserine  goose  resting  in  the  water  of  the 
celebrated  Sinking  Pond  in  East  Aurora  which  she  saw  again  later  on  that  date  and  on  the  24th,  feeding  in  a  com 
field  several  miles  away  on  Jamison  Road  in  the  Town  of  Marilla.  The  bird’s  orange  legs,  pink  bill  and  white 
face  patch  on  a  dark  brown  head  identified  it  as  an  adult  Greater  White-fronted  Goose  and  the  first  October  record 
for  our  study  area  Earlier  in  the  month,  in  the  early  evening  of  October  6th,  Holmes  saw  a  smaller  duck  in  a 
flock  of  Mallards  on  Sinking  Pond  which  she  identified  as  an  adult  Eurasian  Wigeon  by  its  diagnostic  chestnut 
brown  head  and  buff-colored  crown.  She  also  noticed  a  missing  toe  on  the  bird’s  right  foot  which  may  be 
indicative  of  its  escape  from  an  aviary  where  such  mutilations  are  sometimes  performed  for  identification 
purposes. 

Finally,  among  other  interesting  records  in  October,  was  Mike  Morgante’s  sighting  of  three  Long-billed 
Dowitchers,  uncommon  autumn  passage  migrants,  on  mudflats  created  by  lowering  the  water  levels  at  Stafford’s 
Pond  on  the  Albion  Road  on  the  Oak  Orchard  State  Wildlife  Management  Area  in  the  Town  of  Oakfield  in 
Genesee  County  which  attracted  numerous  migrant  shore'birds  and  other  waterbirds  to  the  area.  Two  of  the  birds 
appeared  to  be  moulting  juveniles  and  the  third  an  adult  in  eclipse  plumage.  While  their  bills  were  not  “incredibly 
long”,  the  diagnostic  one  note  and  two  note  ‘keek’  calls  distinguishing  this  species  from  its  Short-billed  congener 
were  plainly  audible  when  the  birds  took  flight  moving  around  the  mud  flats. 

J.F.T. 

NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification 
according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (B.O.S.  1991)  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area. 


Name  of  Bird 

Oct. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Red- throated  Loon 

3  OF 

4 

Port  Weller,  Ont. 

D’Anna 

Common  Loon 

9 

2 

Olcott 

Morgante 

Horned  Grebe 

11 

3 

Ellery  Twp. 

Sundell 

Red-necked  Grebe 

15F 

7 

Somerset  Twp. 

Morgante, Taylor 

D-crest.  Cormorant 

2 

18 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

8  * 

178 

Buffalo 

Watson 
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Name  of  Bird 

Oct. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

D. -crest.  Cormorant 

11 

399 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

Great  Egret 

1 

4 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Watson 

44 

16L 

6 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Davis(BOS) 

Bl.-cr.  Night  Heron 

17 

4 

Tifft  N.P. 

Davis 

44 

27 

2 

Buffalo 

Brock 

Tundra  Swam 

25F 

7 

Westfield  Twp. 

Sundell 

Gr.  White-fr.  Goose 

21,26 

1 

E.  Aurora  &  Manila 

Holmes 

44 

24 

1 

MarillaTwp. 

Holmes 

Snow  Goose 

20F-30 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick,  Adams 

44 

23 

9 

Amt 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert 

44 

30 

1 

Batavia  Sewage  Lag. 

Seamans 

Canada  Goose 

14 

Ismail  race 

Ellery  Twp. 

Sundell 

Green- winged  teal 

16 

100 

Batavia  Sewage  Lag. 

Seamans,  Harper 

Northern  Pintail 

30 

100 

Batavia  Sewage  Lag. 

Seamans 

Blue-winged  Teal 

16 

20 

Batavia  Sewage  Lag. 

Seamans,  Harper 

Northern  S hovel er 

8 

85 

Batavia  Sewage  Lag. 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

16,30 

100,50 

Batavia  Sewage  lag. 

Seamans,  Harper 

Eurasian  Wieeon1 

6-31 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

American  Wigeon 

21 

100 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Roberson 

Canvasback 

23 

2 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

Cooper,  D’Anna 

44 

30 

1 

Batavia  Sewage  Lag. 

Y oerg, Seamans  et  al 

Redhead 

2 

2 

Batavia  Sewage  Lag. 

Watson 

44 

31 

16 

Burtis  Bay,  Chaut.  L. 

Sundell 

Ring-necked  Duck 

IF 

4 

Batavia  Sewage  Lag. 

Listman,  Davids 

44 

2 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante 

44 

23 

130 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

D’Anna 

44 

30 

75 

Batavia  Sewage  Lag. 

Seamans 

Greater  Scaup 

16 

3 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

Cooper 

Lesser  Scaup 

23 

231 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

Cooper 

*  Common  Eider 

2 

1 

Batavia  Sewage  Lag. 

Watson  et  al 

44 

2,8 

1 

Batavia  Sewage  Lag. 

D  &  D  Suggs 

44 

8 

1 

Batavia  Sewage  Lag. 

D’Anna  et  al 

Oldsquaw 

22 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna 

44 

30 

863 

Port  Weller,  Ont. 

D’Anna 

Black  Scoter 

29 

6 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna(BOS) 

44 

30 

9 

Port  Weller,  Ont. 

D’Anna 

Surf  Scoter 

8F 

3 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

Yoerg 

44 

21 

3 

Batavia  Sewage  Lag. 

Holmes(EABC) 

44 

30 

5 

Port  Weller,  Ont. 

D’Anna 

44 

31 

1 

Ellery  Twp. 

Sundell 

White-winged  Scoter 

1 

3 

Batavia  Sewage  Lag. 

Listman 

44 

23 

3 

Lewiston  Reservoir 

D’Anna 

44 

30 

229 

Port  Weller,  Ont. 

D’Anna 

Common  Goldeneye 

5F 

2 

Batavia  Sewage  Lag. 

Listman 

44 

30 

6 

Port  Weller,  Ont. 

D’Anna 

Bufflehead 

2F 

1 

Batavia  Sewage  Lag. 

Watson 

44 

2F 

1 

Batavia  Sewage  Lag. 

D  &  D  Suggs 

44 

15 

1 

Ellery  Twp. 

Sundell 

44 

22 

9 

Yates  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Common  Merganser 

4 

3 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

Watson 

44 

30 

148 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Probable  Escape 
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Name  of  Bird 

Oct. 

Number 

Common  Merganser 

30 

164 

Ruddy  Duck 

1-21 

50  max 

66 

15 

1 

66 

30 

66 

30 

210 

66 

31 

12 

Turkey  Vulture 

29 

1 

Osprey 

4 

1 

Bald  Eagle 

30 

1  ad. 

66 

30 

2  imm. 

Red-shouldered  hawk 

11 

1 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

22F 

1 

66 

22F 

1 

Peregrine  Falcon 

1 

1 

66 

2 

1 

Common  Moorhen 

22L 

1 

American  Coot 

1 

106 

66 

25 

1100 

66 

31 

230 

Black-bellied  Plover 

30 

1 

Amer.  Golden  Plover 

2 

31 

66 

30 

1 

Semipalmated  Plover 

16L 

1 

66 

16L 

1 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

29 

45 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

30 

1 

66 

30 

3 

Red  Knot 

1 

2 

Least  Sandpiper 

16 

2 

66 

22L 

3 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

30 

11 

Dunlin 

1 

2 

66 

2 

9 

Stilt  Sandpiper 

22 

4 

Buff-br.  Sandpiper 

7 

1 

*Long-b.  Dowitcher 

29 

3 

Dowitcher  species 

15 

3 

66 

16 

1 

Common  Snipe 

30 

3 

Red-necked  Phalarope 

1 

1 

Caspian  Tern 

2L 

2 

Common  Tern 

30 

6 

Short-eared  Owl 

29 

1 

Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

2,15 

2 

Red-bellied  Wdpkr. 
Homed  Lark 

30 

1 

E.  a.  alpestris 

29F 

6 

Tree  Swallow 

16L 

1 

Bam  Swallow 

15 

1 

66 

22L 

1 

Swallow  species 

29 

1 

Carolina  Wren 

30  . 

1 

Marsh  Wren 

30 

1 

Location 

Observer 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

Schweigert 

Batavia  Sewage  Lag. 

many  observers 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgan te,  Taylor 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Batavia  Sewage  Lag. 

Seamans,  Harper 

Burtis  Bay,  Chaut.  L. 

Sundell 

Royal  ton  Twp. 

Morgan  te 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

Schweigert 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Yates  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Carlton  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

Batavia  Sewage  Lag. 

D  &  D  Suggs 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

D’Anna 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Watson 

Mayville 

Sundell 

Burtis  Bay,  Chaut.  L. 

Sundell 

Batavia  Sewage  Lag. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Somerset  Twp. 

Morgante 

Batavia  Sewage  Lag. 

Y oerg,  Henderson 

Batavia  Sewage  Lag. 

Seamans,  Harper 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Seamans 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Morgante 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

Schweigert 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Y oerg,  Henderson 

Batavia  Sewage  Lag. 

Listman,  Davids 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Seamans,  Davis  et  al 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Y oerg,  Henderson 

Batavia  Sewage  Lag. 

Listman,  Davids 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Y oerg,  Henderson 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

D’Anna  et  al 

Batavia  Sewage  Lag. 

Cooper  et  al 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Morgante 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Morgante 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Davis(BOS) 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Batavia  Sewage  Lag. 

Listman 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

Morgante 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

Morgante 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

D’Anna(BOS) 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

Morgante 

Conewango  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Oakfield  Twp. 

Morgante 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Seamans,  Harper 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Morgante 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

D’Anna(BOS) 

Wilson  Twp. 

Davis 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

Morgante 
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Name  of  Bird 

Oct. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

2 

10 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

Morgante 

Swainson’s  Thrush 

13L 

1 

Wales  Twp. 

O.  Rosche 

Hermit  Thrush 

0 

3 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

Morgante 

Gray  Catbird 

30 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Morgante 

Brown  Thrasher 

25 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

American  Pipit 

1 

4 

Clarence  Tw'p. 

Watson 

1 

2 

Batavia  Sewage  Lag. 

Listman,  Davids 

Northern  Shrike 

16F 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Davis(BOS) 

Solitary  Vireo 

16L 

2 

Allegany  S.P. 

Yoerg 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

6 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Tennessee  Warbler 

4 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Davis 

Nashville  Warbler 

2 

1 

Wales  Tw'p. 

O.  Rosche 

44 

2 

4 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Magnolia  Warbler 

1 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Bl.-thr.  Bl.  Warbler 

18L 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Bl.-thr.  Green  Warbler 

4 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Davis 

Wilson’s  Warbler 

1L 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Scarlet  Tanager 

2L 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Indigo  Bunting 

2 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Rufous-s.  Towhee 

30 

1 

Port  Weller,  Ont. 

D’Anna 

Amer.  Tree  Sparrow 

17 

4 

Tifft  N.P. 

Davis 

44 

29 

6 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Morgante 

Chipping  Sparrow 

31 

1 

Buffalo 

Mueller 

Savannah  Sparrow 

23L 

2 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Fox  Sparrow 

24F 

1 

Wheatfield  Twp.(f) 

Potter,  D’Anna 

Lincoln’s  Sparrow 

2 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

White-cr.  Sparrow' 

2 

6 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

Morgante 

Snow  Bunting 

17F 

1 

Batavia  Sewage  Lag. 

Listman 

44 

25 

6 

Barcelona  Harbor 

Sundell 

Rusty  Blackbird 

1 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Watson 

44 

16 

100 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Davis(BOS) 

44 

30 

164 

Conewango  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Purple  Finch 

1 

1 

Lancaster  Twp. 

Morgante 

Pine  Siskin 

30 

1 

Port  Weller,  Ont. 

D’Anna 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded . 267 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  .  2 

Total  for  year . 269 


Report  of  the  59th  Annual  B.O.S.  October  Bird  Count 

Date:  October  9,  1994  Compilers:  Mike  Hamilton,  Gerry  Rising,  Terry  Yonker 

Weather:  Strong  N  and  S  exchanges  of  air  masses  are  characteristic  of  the  equinoxes  and  provide  the  highways  for  migrating  birds. 
During  the  week  prior  to  this  count,  weather  over  much  of  the  east  coast  was  dominated  by  a  very  dry  high  pressure  system.  A  cold 
front,  largely  stationary  during  the  previous  five  days,  stretched  N  to  S  through  the  plains  states.  A  wave  developed  along  the  front 
supported  by  a  deep  upper  level  low.  A  very  strong  upper  level  jet  stream  flowed  around  the  low  streaming  to  the  NE  over  Buffalo. 
The  surface  low  quickly  intensified  and  the  entire  system  moved  E  and  NE  steered  by  the  upper  level  jet. 


Ill 
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The  days  preceding  the  count  were  dry,  cloud  free,  and  wanning.  Temperatures  were  in  the  70s  with  a  flow  of  wind  from  the  S  that 
remained  steady  at  around  15  mph.  Temperatures  remained  in  the  60s  during  the  night.  By  dawn  on  the  count  day  most  of  the  area  was 
overcast  experiencing  increasing  winds  with  gusts  over  30  mph.  Moving  W  to  E  the  cold  front  began  passing  through  western  sections 
before  dawn  and  Buffalo  International  Airport  by  7  a  m.  Immediately  behind  the  front  light  to  heavy  rain  fell,  followed  by  drizzle  and 
clearing  skies  in  most  sections  by  afternoon.  Winds  switched  from  S  to  W  and  remained  strong  most  of  the  afternoon  with  gusts  over 
30  mph.  A  dry  secondary  cold  front  passed  through  Buffalo  at  aproximately  8  p.m.  accompanied  briefly  by  WNW  winds  with  gusts  up 
to  40  mph.  Temperatures  at  Buffalo  rose  in  midaftemoon  but  fell  through  most  of  the  day  from  67°  at  6  a.m.  to  50°  by  late  evening. 

Buffalo  International  Airport  Data:  October  9,  1994 


Time 

Conditions 

Temp  (F) 

Dew  Pt  (F) 

Pr  (mb) 

Wind  (mph) 

Midnight 

Fair 

63° 

47 

991 

SSW  at  9 

2  a.m. 

Fair 

64° 

47 

987 

SSE  at  13 

4  a.m. 

Fair 

65° 

48 

984 

S  at  15,  gusts  to  21 

6  a.m. 

Cloudy 

67° 

51 

981 

SSW  at  16,  gusts  to  26 

8  a.m. 

Cloudy 

63° 

57 

983 

WSW  at  28,  gusts  to  38 

10  a.m. 

Rain 

55° 

52 

987 

W  at  15 

Noon 

Cloudy 

54° 

48 

989 

WSW  at  18 

2  p.m. 

Partly  Sunny 

57° 

44 

989 

WSW  at  17,  gusts  to  28 

4  p.m. 

Mostly  Sunny 

60° 

40 

994 

WSW  at  25,  gusts  to  33 

6  p.m. 

Mostly  Sunny 

o 

00 

42 

996 

WSW  at  21 

8  p.m. 

Mostly  Cloudy 

52° 

43 

997 

WNW  at  20,  gusts  to  40 

10  p.m. 

Mostly  Cloudy 

58° 

42 

1001 

WSW  at  13 

Compilation:  The  following  is  a  list  of  species  recorded  on  the  count  together  with  the  number  of  individuals  tabulated.  Bold  face 
names  indicate  species  for  which  acceptable  written  verifications  were  received.  F  represents  first  and  L  last  dates  for  the  fall 
migration,  *  first  date  for  the  year.  Where  a  species  was  recorded  in  three  or  fewer  sections,  the  section  numbers  are  given  in 
parentheses. 


Loons 

-  Ducks 

Common  Loon 

18  [3,4] 

Northern  Shoveler 

144 

[2,10,13] 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

126 

Gad  wall 

8 

[5,10,11] 

Homed  Grebe 

8 

American  Wigeon 

344 

Red-necked  Grebe 

1  [7] 

Canvasback 

F 

1 

[20] 

Double-crested  Cormorant 

330 

Redhead 

3 

[1320] 

American  Bittern 

1  [27] 

Ring-necked  Duck 

125 

[1,3,13] 

Great  Blue  Heron 

177 

Greater  Scaup 

839 

Great  Egret 

10  [5,10] 

Lesser  Scaup 

11 

Green  Heron 

3  [14,19,28] 

unspecified  scaup 

58 

Black -crowned  Night  Heron 

4  [11] 

Common  Eider 

1 

[13] 

Canada  Goose 

9715 

Oldsquaw 

F 

1 

[71 

Wood  Duck 

283 

Black  Scoter 

F 

n 

[ii] 

Green- w  inged  T  eal 

156 

White-winged  Scoter 

98 

[3,4,5] 

American  Black  Duck 

74 

Common  Merganser 

55 

Mallard 

3095 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

24 

Northern  Pintail 

31  [1023] 

Ruddy  Duck 

24 

[13] 

Blue-winged  Teal 

123 

unspecified  waterfowl 

130 

112 
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V  u  1  t 

ures  -  Coots 

Turkey  Vulture 

159 

Amen  can  Kestrel 

60 

Osprey 

1  [25] 

unspecified  hawks 

2 

Bald  Eagle 

1  [5] 

Ring-necked  Pheasant 

21 

Northern  Harrier 

37 

Ruffed  Grouse 

27 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

15 

Wild  Turkey 

161 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

9 

Common  Moorhen 

10  [10,13] 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

113 

American  Coot 

253 

unspecified  buteos 

2 

P  1  o  v  e 

rs  -  Terns 

Lesser  Golden  Hover 

1  [23] 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

21 

Semipalmated  Plover 

1  [17] 

Dunlin 

3  [5,13] 

Killdeer 

719 

Common  Snipe 

4  [23,23] 

American  Avocet 

1  [21] 

American  Woodcock 

2  14,19] 

Greater  Y  ellowlegs 

49 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

458  [23] 

Lesser  Y  ellowlegs 

20 

Ring-billed  Gull 

10870 

Red  Knot  L 

9  [5] 

Herring  Gull 

617 

Sanderiing 

1  [14] 

Great  Black-backed  Gull 

233 

Least  Sandpiper 

2  [5] 

unspecified  gulls 

107 

Baird’s  Sandpiper  L 

1  [2] 

Common  Tem 

92 

Doves 

-  Swallows 

Rock  Dove 

2203 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

33 

Mourning  Dove 

1119 

Northern  Ricker 

82 

Eastern  Screech-Owl 

2  [13,20] 

Pi  lea  ted  Woodpecker 

13 

Great  Homed  Owl 

6 

Eastern  Wood-Pewee 

2  [1] 

Barred  Owl 

3  [19] 

unspecified  empidonax 

1 

Belted  Kingfisher 

31 

Eastern  Phoebe 

44 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

1  [3] 

Homed  Lark 

53 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker 

14 

Tree  Swallow 

13  [5,10,14] 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 

12 

Rough-winged  Swallow 

L  20  [10] 

Downy  Woodpecker 

120 

Bam  Swallow 

1  [4] 

Jays  - 

Starlings 

Blue  Jay 

1505 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

175 

American  Crow 

3431 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 

128 

Black-capped  Chickadee 

1208 

Eastern  Bluebird 

203 

Tufted  Titmouse 

34 

Hermit  Thrush 

33 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch 

38 

American  Robin 

2059 

White-breasted  Nuthatch 

132 

Gray  Catbird 

28 

Brown  Creeper 

24 

Northern  Mockingbird 

7 

Carolina  Wren 

2  [8,14] 

American  Pipit 

95 

House  Wren 

8  [5,17] 

Cedar  Waxwing 

870 

Winter  Wren  , 

8 

European  Starling 

34726 

113 
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Vireos 


Solitary  Vireo 

17 

[1,16] 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

L 

2 

Tennessee  Warbler 

L 

1 

[3] 

Orange-crowned  W  arbler 

L 

4 

[4,6] 

Nashville  Warbler 

L 

3 

[14,17] 

Magnolia  Warbler 

L 

1 

[1] 

Cape  May  Warbler 

L 

2 

[23] 

Black-throated  Blue  Warbler 
Yell  ow-rumped  Warbler 

5 

[3,14,23] 

173 

C  a 

r  d  i  n 

a  1  s  - 

Northern  Cardinal 

247 

Indigo  Bunting 

L 

1 

[3] 

Rufous-sided  Towhee 

31 

Am.  Tree  Sparrow 

F 

8 

[3] 

Chipping  Sparrow 

257 

Field  Sparrow 

78 

Vesper  Sparrow 

4 

[8,28] 

Savannah  Sparrow 

69 

Song  Sparrow 

626 

Lincoln’s  Sparrow 

L 

5 

Swamp  Sparrow 

60 

White-throated  Sparrow 

511 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

111 

-  Warblers 


Black-thr  Green  Warbler 

L 

2 

[6,11] 

Pine  Warbler 

L 

1 

[3] 

Palm  Warbler 

5 

[1U4] 

Bay-breasted  Warbler 

L 

2 

[320] 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

L 

7 

[27] 

Black-and-white  Warbler 

L 

1 

[3] 

American  Redstart 

L 

1 

[11] 

Ovenbird 

L 

1 

17] 

Common  Yellowthroat 

9 

use  Sparrows 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

275 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

8063 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

98 

Rusty  Blackbird 

570 

Common  Grackle 

6175 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

1649 

Purple  Finch 

110 

House  Finch 

1056 

Pine  Siskin  F 

9 

[128] 

American  Goldfinch 

364 

Evening  Grosbeak 

2 

[19,28] 

House  Sparrow 

1876 

unspecified  birds 

40 

Summary  Information  -  Total  Species  Observed  -  146 

Total  Individual  Birds  Observed  -  101,117 

Comparisons  -  As  compared  with  October  Bird  Counts  dating  back  to  1935  (no  count  was  recorded  in  1951)  and  with  counts  for  the 
decade  1985-1994,  the  following  results  are  highlighted: 

Overall  -  Species  observed  146,  below  the  decade  average  of  154  but  above  the  overall  count  average  of  140.  Total  individuals 
101,1 17,  decade  low,  71%  of  decade  average  142389,  but  above  the  overall  count  average  99324.  Native  non-passerines 
31518:  decade  low,  65%  of  decade  average  48237,  but  overall  count  average  25621.  Native  passerines  29702:  decade  low, 
60%  of  decade  average  49828, 78%  of  overall  count  average  38162.  Non-native  species  39882:  up  from  last  year’s  37357 
and  decade  minimum  32132  in  1992, 90%  of  decade  average  44289,  overall  count  average  35565. 

Loons  -  Ducks  -  Common  Loon  18:  well  below  decade  average  67,  but  overall  count  average  19.  Homed  Grebe  8:  decade  low, 
overall  count  average  73.  Red-necked  Grebe  1:  unreported  in  the  previous  5  years,  seen  on  19  of  59  counts.  Double-crested 
Cormorant  330:  second  to  last  year’s  overall  count  maximum  493,  decade  average  170.  Great  Egret  10:  tied  with  1987  for  overall 
count  high.  Ducks,  Geese,  and  Swans  15345:  second  lowest  count  in  decade  to  1986  count  of  13575,  this  year’s  count  62%  of 
decade  average  22499,  but  above  overall  count  average  10246.  Redhead  3:  second  lowest  in  decade  to  1  in  1987,  decade  average 
63,  overall  count  average  33.  Greater  Scaup  839:  second  lowest  in  decade  to  695  in  1991,  decade  average  2744,  overall  count 
average  1522.  Lesser  Scaup  11:  decade  low,  decade  average  4036,  overall  count  average  1001.  Common  Eider  1:  count 
first  Hooded  Merganser  none:  first  absence  in  decade,  decade  average  25,  overall  count  average  9. 

Raptors  -  Rails  -  Hawks  399:  decade  low,  72%  of  decade  average  558,  but  overall  count  average  253.  Northern  Harrier  37:  decade 
low,  but  overall  count  average  29.  Red-shouldered  Hawk  none:  first  absence  in  decade,  decade  average  5.  Red-tailed  Hawk  113: 
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decade  low,  decade  average  216,  but  overall  count  average  96.  American  Kestrel  60:  decade  low,  decade  average  112,  but  overall 
count  average  59. 

Plovers  -  Terns  -  Black-bellied  Plover  none:  first  absence  in  decade,  decade  average  15,  overall  count  average  28.  American 
Avocet  1:  count  first  Red  Knot  9:  decade  high  and  with  last  year  second  year  recorded  in  decade,  recorded  on  19  of  59  counts. 
Baird’s  Sandpiper  1:  with  1986  second  decade  record,  recorded  on  7  of  59  counts.  Bonaparte’s  Gull  458:  decade  low,  decade  average 
3569,  overall  count  average  1735.  Great  Black-backed  Gull  233:  second  to  decade  high  of  235  in  1985. 

Doves  -  Swallows  -  Mourning  Dove  1119:  decade  low,  decade  average  1790,  but  overall  count  average  547.  Owls  11:  decade  low, 
decade  average  24,  overall  count  average  13.  Eastern  Screech  Owl  2:  decade  low,  decade  average  7,  overall  count  average  4.  Great 
Homed  Owl  6:  decade  low,  decade  average  14,  overall  count  average  7.  Barred  Owl  3:  tied  with  1990  and  1992  for  decade  high. 
Belted  Kingfisher  31:  decade  low,  decade  average  54,  overall  count  average  44.  Woodpeckers  275:  decade  low,  decade  average  423, 
overall  count  average  3 18.  Downy  Woodpecker  120:  decade  low,  decade  average  207,  overall  count  average  146.  Hairy  Woodpecker 
33:  second  to  decade  low  32  in  1989,  decade  average  45,  overall  count  average  39.  Northern  Flicker  82:  decade  low,  decade  average 
128,  overall  count  average  108.  Bank  Swallow  20:  overall  count  high,  decade  average  2,  overall  count  average  1. 

Jays  -  Starlings  -  Chickadees  to  Gnatcatchers  1757:  decade  low,  58%  of  decade  average  3016,  overall  count  average  1843.  Black- 
capped  Chickadee  1208,  second  lowest  in  decade  to  1202  in  1992,  decade  average  1610,  but  overall  count  average  889.  White¬ 
breasted  Nuthatch  132:  decade  low,  decade  average  216,  overall  count  average  149.  Brown  Creeper  24:  decade  low,  decade  average 
54,  overall  count  average  46.  Golden-crowned  Kinglet  175:  decade  low,  decade  average  598,  overall  count  average  400.  Thrushes 
2295:  decade  low,  55%  of  decade  average  4202,  overall  count  average  3149.  American  Robin  2059:  decade  low,  decade  average 
3934,  overall  count  average  2946.  Mimic  Thrushes  35:  near  decade  low  of  33  in  1988,  60%  of  decade  average  58,  overall  count 
average  43.  Mockingbird  7:  decade  low,  decade  average  19,  overall  count  average  6.  Brown  Thrasher  none:  second  absence  in  decade, 
decade  average  2,  overall  count  average  4.  Cedar  Waxwing  870:  second  lowest  in  decade  to  last  year’s  869,  decade  average  1286, 
count  average  589. 

Vireos  -  Warblers  -  Vireos  19:  decade  maximum,  decade  average  9,  overall  count  average  7.  Solitary  Vireo  17:  overall  count  second 
high  to  22  in  1970,  decade  average  10,  overall  count  average  4.  Warblers  218:  decade  low,  28%  of  decade  average  775,  overall  count 
average  753.  Tennessee  Warbler  1:  decade  high,  recorded  4  other  times  in  decade  and  on  29  of  59  counts.  Yellow-rumped  Warbler 
173:  decade  low,  decade  average  730,  overall  count  average  682.  Pine  Warbler  1:  decade  high,  recorded  three  other  years  in  decade  and 
on  11  of  59  counts.  Blackpoll  Warbler  7:  decade  high,  overall  count  high  23  in  1954,  decade  average  2,  overall  count  average  3. 
Black-and-white  Warbler  1:  decade  high,  recorded  3  other  times  in  decade  and  on  28  of  59  counts.  Common  Yellowthroat  9:  decade 
high,  decade  average  5,  overall  count  average  6. 

Cardinals  -  House  Sparrows  -  Tanagers  to  Indigo  Buntings  248:  second  low  in  decade  to  237  in  1991,  89%  of  decade  average  279, 
overall  count  average  149.  Indigo  Bunting  1:  third  record  in  decade,  3  in  1986,  recorded  on  9  of  59  counts.  Sparrows  and  allies 
2053:  decade  low,  49%  of  decade  average  4218,  overall  count  average  4454.  Savannah  Sparrow  69:  decade  high  but  overall  count 
high  228,  decade  average  36,  overall  count  average  39.  White- throated  Sparrow  275:  decade  low,  decade  average  1086,  overall  count 
average  1211.  Dark-eyed  Junco  275:  decade  low,  decade  average  1086,  overall  count  average  1370.  Finches  1541:  decade  low,  56% 
of  decade  average  2749,  overall  count  average  1533.  House  Finch  1056:  decade  low,  decade  average  1643.  Note:  House  Finches 
nationally  are  suffering  from  a  disease  that  may  be  seen  to  effect  the  eyes  and  this  may  reflect  some  die-off  from  that  ailment.  You 
should  check  your  feeders  and  clean  them  out  if  appropriate  to  protect  other  species.  American  Goldfinch  364:  decade  low,  decade 
average  873,  overall  count  average  1061.  House  Sparrow  1876:  decade  low,  decade  average  291 1,  overall  count  average  3066. 

Sections  and  Observers:  Names  of  section  compilers  are  in  boldface. 

I 

1.  Fonthill,  ON:  Lynne  Landon,  Dorothea  Yonker,  Terry  Yonker 

2.  Thorold,  ON:  Dick  Collins,  Mike  Galas 

3.  Wilson,  NY:  Willie  D’Anna,  Jerald  Farrell,  Susan  Farrell,  Patrick  O’Donnell,  Betsy  Potter,  Karen  Rader 

4.  Middleport,  NY:  Robert  Brock,  William  Watson,  Peter  Yoerg 

5.  Oak  Orchard,  NY:  Don  Brasure,  Bill  Burch,  Dick  Christensen,  Peggy  Christensen,  Bob  Lipp,  Carol  Osgood,  David  Osgood, 
Gail  Seaman,  Marion  Smith,  Bill  Townsend 

6.  Port  Maitland,  ON:  Robert  Andrle,  James  Gregory,  Joseph  Thill 
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7.  Lowbanks,  ON:  Richard  Byron,  Roberta  Byron 

8.  Fort  Erie,  ON:  Jane  Heyer,  Alice  McKale,  Marcia  O’Bara,  Thomas  O’Bara,  Ellen  Schopp,  Margaret  Stewart 

9.  Grand  Island,  NY:  Paul  Benham,  Ed  Crohn,  Mary  Ann  Stegmeier,  Julia  Wells 

10.  Akron,  NY:  John  Filor,  Mike  Morgante,  Robert  Wagner 

11.  Buffalo,  NY:  Charles  Halvorsen,  Alec  Humann,  Mike  Turisk 

12.  Lancaster,  NY7:  Ann  Bauer,  Marion  Bee,  Tom  Harper,  Joseph  Lesser,  Marlene  Phillips,  Donna  Wieand,  Cy  Wolfling 

13.  Batavia,  NY:  Doug  Beattie,  Dave  Graney,  Eileen  Hull,  Robert  Hull,  Jane  Mason,  Max  Mason,  Charles  Raney,  Gail  Seamans 

14.  Hamburg,  NY:  Lois  Abbott,  Ken  Brandes,  Phyllis  Hansen,  Douglas  Happ,  Adelaide  Hunley,  Erma  Kern,  Robert  Leonard,  Tim 

McAllister,  Evelyn  Mauser,  Mary  Saville,  Barbara  Walker,  Margaret  Wooley 

15.  Java,  NY7:  Bill  Bogacki,  Ed  Ratajczak,  Karen  Wallace 

16.  Angola,  NY7:  Gil  Lange,  Mary  Lange,  Ron  Lange 

17.  Cattaraugus,  NY:  Marian  Domhaffer,  Audrey  Horbett,  Bert  Schweigert 

18.  Delavan,  NY7:  Bruce  Chilton 

19.  Fillmore,  NY7:  Lucile  Bailey,  Roy  Bielewicz,  Sandy  Bielewicz,  Faye  Clancy,  Barbara  Cronk,  Alice  Evans,  Lyle  Hotchkiss,  Janet 

Lang,  Marilyn  Main,  Phil  Main,  Larry  Muller,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roger  Nicholson,  Katherine  Palmer,  Jean  Perry,  Vesta  Rice, 
Emmette  Smith,  Marion  Smith,  William  Smith,  Elvvyn  Steadman,  Katherine  Williams,  Oliver  Williams,  Jean  Wilson,  Larry 
Wilson,  Richard  Wilson 

20.  Dunkirk,  NY:  Lake  Erie  Bird  Club:  Gwen  Farver,  Paul  Farver,  Joanne  Goetz,  Joe  Gula,  Terry  Mahoney,  Dick  Mega,  Jeannine 

Smith,  Doris  Welch,  Tom  Welch 

21.  Cherry  Creek,  NY:  Jamestown  Audubon  Society:  John  Cheney,  Julie  Heilman,  Carol  Roby,  Linda  Seleen,  William  Seleen, 

Robert  Sundell 

22.  Sherman,  NY:  Jamestown  Audubon  Society:  Shawn  Allen,  Linda  O’Brien,  Linda  Seleen,  William  Seleen,  Robert  Sundell 

23.  Frewsburg,  NY:  Jamestown  Audubon  Society:  Shawn  Allen,  Virginia  Anderson,  Linda  O’Brien,  Linda  Seleen,  William  Seleen, 

Robert  Sundell 

24.  Salamanca,  NY  and  Allegany  State  Park:  Cattaraugus  County  Bird  Club:  Tim  Baird,  Bill  Fomess 

25.  Allegany,  NY:  Cattaraugus  County  Bird  Club:  Tim  Baird,  Arlene  Bordonaro,  Lucille  Bordonaro,  Cora  Moser,  Jacob  Moser, 
James  VanScoy,  Regina  VanScoy 

26.  Cuba,  NY:  Elizabeth  Brooks,  Llewellyn  Bump,  Roberta  Bump,  Doris  Burton,  Mary  Jordan,  Ann  Scott,  Morris  Scott 

27.  Bolivar,  NY:  Margaret  Barnett,  Elizabeth  Brooks,  Estella  Cronauer,  Fritz  Cronauer,  June  Dickinson,  Audrey  Dunham,  George 

Dunham,  Doris  Hurlburt,  Norman  Ives,  Claribel  James,  Emma  Lou  King,  Helen  Link,  Lillian  Simons,  Jake  Strong,  J.  Webb, 
Fred  Wygant,  Pat  Wygant 

28.  Alfred,  NY:  (Alfred)  Warren  Bouck,  Elizabeth  Brooks,  Jim  Copenheaver,  Cynthia  Culley,  Paul  Culley,  Elsie  Cushing,  Ann 

Eisenhardt,  Bob  Eisenhardt,  Jamie  Eisenhardt,  Peter  Finlay,  Terry  Finlay,  John  Gradoni,  Clarence  Klingensmith,  Margaret 
Klingensmith,  Mark  Klingensmith,  Ellen  Lamb,  Martha  Rachel,  Barry  Lash,  Hannah  Lash,  Kathy  MacDonald,  Mary  Ormsby, 
Lyle  Palmiter,  Thelma  Palmiter,  Anne  Pipal,  Bob  Pipal,  Evelyn  Thomas,  Tim  Timbrook,  Suzanne  Wood;  (Almond)  Charlotte 
Alderson,  Dorothy  Bayless,  Fred  Bayless,  Craig  Braack,  Don  Brink,  Loma  Brink,  Phyllis  DuBrieul,  Ellen  Hardy,  Nate  Hardy, 
Millie  Hayes,  Betty  Kellogg,  Wayne  Kellogg,  Laurie  Rygiel;  (Andover)  Elsie  Kent,  Kathy  Kent,  Marion  McClure,  Connor 
Stephens,  Bea  Thompson;  (Rexville)  Walt  Franklin;  (Wells ville/Scio)  Mallery  Adams,  Mary  Adams,  Judson  Browning,  Debbie 
Bucholz,  Betty  Burdick,  Carl  Burdick,  Clifford  Button,  Dale  Coats,  Diane  Converso,  Dorotha  Fanton,  Keegan  Fleming,  Virginia 
Hogan,  Matthew  Hotchkiss,  Raymond  Pitzrick,  Vivian  Pitzrick,  Evelyn  Ramsey,  Nichole  Ramsey,  Ona  Reynolds,  Helen  Shear, 
Norb  Shear,  Wilma  Taggart 

Total  Number  of  Observers:  253 

Complete  compilations  by  region  may  be  obtained  at  a  society  meeting. 


*  « j#  a#  a*  a#  a* 
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Memorial  to  Harriette  Klabunde 

Long-time  BOS  member  Harriette  Klabunde  died  October  29,  1994,  at  the  age  of  89.  She  had  been  a 
member  of  the  BOS  since  1948  and  was  President  in  1975-76. 

A  fitting  memorial  service  was  held  in  Lewiston,  NY,  on  November  19,  attended  by  70  persons,  including 
10  birding  friends.  Her  husband,  Walter,  just  released  from  the  hospital  after  a  bout  with  pneumonia,  was  able  to 
attend  the  service.  Walt  is  spending  a  month  with  his  children  in  New  Jersey  while  he  recuperates. 

The  memorial  service  was  conducted  by  their  friend  David  Cooper,  and  his  fine  eulogy  to  Harriette  is 
printed  herein: 


Harriette  Klabunde 

by  David  Cooper 

We  have  assembled  here  to  say  “good-bye”  to  Harriette  Klabunde.  We  have  come  to  share  our  memories 
and  feelings  about  her. 

Harriette  was  small  in  stature  but  not  in  energy  and  accomplishments.  Although  I  met  her  as  a  bird 
watcher,  I  would  stress  that  she  was  not  just  a  watcher  in  life,  she  was  an  active  participant  and  contributor.  Our 
thoughts  are  full  of  the  many  things  she  did  so  well  besides  bird  watching. 

Some  little  known  early  achievements  of  hers  were  the  work  she  did  on  essential  Amino  Acids  after 
obtaining  her  Masters  Degree.  These  chemicals  are  the  basic  building  blocks  of  protein  which  are  so  important  for 
our  health  and  nutrition.  She  did  this  work  in  the  early  years  of  our  gaining  greater  understanding  of  human 
nutrition.  Walter  is  very  proud  of  these  accomplishments  and  contributions  by  Harriette  in  the  years  before  they 
began  to  raise  a  family 

The  folks  of  Western  New  York  were  fortunate  that  the  Klabundes  settled  here  after  World  War  II  when 
Walt  came  to  do  his  thing  at  Dupont  Harriette  did  hers,  raising  a  family  and  spending  leisure  time  as  a  hiker.  In 
fact,  in  1946  she  read  about  a  birding  course  which  was  being  offered  at  Niagara  Falls  High  School,  down  the 
street  from  their  residence  at  the  time.  In  order  to  enhance  enjoyment  and  appreciation  of  the  out-of-doors,  they 
took  the  course.  They  took  the  course  and  the  course  took  them.  The  teacher  was  a  man  named  Winston 
Brockner,  who  now  lives  in  Colorado.  He  took  the  Klabundes  on  a  field  trip  to  a  new  place  each  weekend. 
Harriette  was  smitten.  Her  life  was  enriched  with  birds  thereafter.  She  became  the  teacher  herself,  helping  others 
to  this  form  of  enjoyment  and  conservation.  She  taught  bird  watching  herself  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science 
and  at  Lew-Port  and  she  enriched  the  lives  of  many  people  in  so  doing.  You  know  how  many  important  birds  are 
as  a  sensitive  indicator  of  the  condition  of  our  environment. 

Harriette  and  Walt  traveled  in  search  of  birds  to  many  distant  places  in  North  America,  Panama,  Mexico, 
Trinidad  and  Tobago.  She  had  probably  seen  a  thousand  or  more  species  of  birds  in  her  lifetime  but  the  goal  of 
seeing  600  species  in  North  America  had  eluded  her.  The  most  satisfying  sighting  of  a  bird  was  that  of  a 
Bachman’s  Warbler,  which  is  now  believed  to  be  extinct.  She  saw  this  bird  while  Walt’s  attention  was  distracted 
elsewhere  so  she  always  thus  remained  one  up  on  him. 

Harriette  contributed  to  our  knowledge  of  bird  migration  and  distribution  by  compiling  records  of  bird 
occurrences  on  routes  especially  designated  by  the  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service.  She  did  this  for  20  years,  until 
around  1990. 

She  loved  birds  and  birding  so  much  that  she  wanted  to  do  more  for  these  creatures  and  she  did  so  by 
studying  their  breeding  behavior  at  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society’s  sanctuary  on  grand  Island.  There,  she 
recorded  the  exact  locations  of  nests  of  over  100  birds  including  their  dates  for  nesting.  This  is  a  most  important 
piece  of  ecological  data,  not  only  for  birders  but  also  for  the  scientific  community.  The  Buffalo  Ornithological 
Society  recognized  her  for  this  special  contribution,  electing  her  to  the  coveted  position  of  Fellow  in  the  society 
after  five  years  of  this  exacting  work.  Her  friends  and  fellow  bird  enthusiasts  also  elected  Harriette  to  Serve  as 
president  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  in  1975. 

She  certainly  taught  me  a  lot  about  birds  in  our  conversations,  on  our  field  tops  and  on  bird  counts,  and 
even  on  the  sanctuary  and  during  trips  to  BOS  meetings.  She  shared  her  vast  knowledge  of  birds  unhesitatingly. 
So  I  got  to  know  her  through  birding.  She  was  not  just  a  bird  watcher  alone,  she  missed  some  bird  stalking 
adventures  because  she  was  committed  elsewhere.  She  had  a  strong  commitment  to  the  American  Red  Cross 
where  she  was  involved  with  the  blood  banking  and  collection  program  after  being  a  donor  herself.  She 
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volunteered,  working  with  a  Blood  Collection  Team  for  over  25  years.  I  don’t  have  to  tell  you  of  the  importance 
of  this  work. 

Harriette  was  very  much  involved  in  the  beautification  of  our  environment  through  gardening.  She 
beautified  her  own  property  and  a  part  of  our  town  with  flowers.  I  would  very  much  enjoy  the  plantings  on  her 
own  lawn  and  at  the  edge  of  the  road  as  I  drove  by  her  house.  I  would  look  forward  to  see  what  nature  display 
was  on  at  the  edge  of  the  driveway.  I  suspect  some  of  you  were  enriched  by  this  sight  also.  This  was  one  of  her 
quiet  joys  in  life.  But  she  also  enjoyed  giving  away  plantings  which  she  would  thin  out  of  her  garden.  I  was  one 
of  those  transplant  beneficiaries.  Hamette  lamented  to  me  in  her  last  few  months  about  her  inability  to  do  garden 
work  as  she  had  in  the  past  and  such  complaining  seemed  do  out  of  character  for  her.  I  should  have  known  it  was 
an  omen  of  what  was  coming  to  make  us  all  so  sad. 

Harriette  was  a  member  of  the  Lewiston  Garden  Club,  The  Lewiston  Study  Group,  and  the  Lewiston 
Library.  She  contributed  to  the  good  works  of  those  organizations.  I  think  some  of  their  people  are  among  us 
today  and  I  hope  they  will  share  their  thoughts  about  with  us. 

[ed.  note:  a  number  of  relatives  and  friends  spoke,  including  Alice  McKale  and  Fran  Rew.) 


4;  4*  4?  4*  4*  4* 
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MEMBERSHIP  NEWS 


The  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  notes 
with  sadness  the  passing  of: 

Edward  Fessler 

who  succumbed  to  cancer  on  September  23,  1994 
A  member  since  1975 
An  Active  Member  in  1976 
President  1977-1979 


Welcome  to  the  following  new  Associate  Members: 


Paul  &  Margaret  Cunningham 
Side  Road  18,  R.R.  #2 
Wainfleet,  Ont.  Canada  LOS  1  VO 


Please  Note  the  following  changes  in  your  directory: 


Jane  Cole 

1088  Delaware  Ave.  8J 
Buffalo,  NY  14209 

Ron  Lange 

7898  Boston  State  Rd.  Lot  55 
Hamburg,  NY  14075 
649-1231 


Leane  Schultz 
13  Crystal  Ave. 

Buffalo,  NY  14220 

Edward  A.  Williams 
2330  Maple  Rd.  Apt  293 
Williamsville,  NY  14221 
688-273 1 


Brett  Ewald 
79  Hogan  Point  Rd 
Hilton,  NY  14486 

Nancie  B.  Greenman 
(203)  536-0251 


Doris  Vaughan 
(905)  468-7677 
(716)  754-7973 
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Please  note  the  following  corrections: 
Deborah  Nailos  (not  Nilos) 
Davis  Newberger  (not  Davis) 

We  apologize  for  these  errors. 

*T*  *T*  *1* 

BOS  MEETINGS 


Jan.  1 1:  Mike  DiDomenico  will  give  a  presentation  on  field  research  he  did  at  Fort  Bragg,  North  Carolina. 

Jan.  25:  David  Holme  will  speak  on  wildlife  rehabilitation  and  falconry. 

Feb.  8:  Gerry  Rising  will  give  a  summary  of  census  data  over  the  years  and  discuss  interpretations  and 

conclusions  based  thereon. 


If  you  would  like  to  present  a  program  or  have  a  suggestion  for  a  speaker  or  a  topic,  please  contact  Michael 
Davis  at  874-2721. 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  1 
through  June  15,  inclusive,  except  for  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December.  Meetings  begin  at 
7:30  p.m.  and  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020  Humbolt  Parkway,  Buffalo,  New  York. 

FIELD  TRIPS 


Dec.  27:  Tuesday.  Niagara  Falls,  Ont.-NY  Christmas  Bird  Count.  For  information  call  Willie  D’Anna 

(1-731-4348). 


1995 

Jan.  1:  Sunday.  Audubon  Hamburg-East  Aurora  Christmas  Bird  Count.  Compiler:  Linda  Holmes 

(655-0439). 

Jan. 8:  Sunday.  Buffalo  waterfront  for  Snowy  Owls,  then  Niagara  River  and  Falls.  Meet  at  Vermont  & 

Busti  at  8:00  a.m.  Leader:  Dick  Collins  (683-3699). 

Jan.  15:  Sunday.  Waterfowl  Count  for  the  Federation  of  NYS  Bird  Clubs.  This  is  the  target  date  but  any 

date  between  Jnuary  14  and  22  inclusive  is  acceptable.  For  a  territory  call  the  compiler,  Joe 
DiDomenico  (683-7343). 

Feb.  5:  Sunday.  Niagara  River  and  Falls.  Meet  at  Vermont  &  Busti  at  8:00  am.  or  at  8:30  on  the  Canadian 

side  at  the  first  parking  lot  0.6  mi.  upstream  from  the  Peace  Bridge.  Leader  Mike  Hamilton  (881- 
6709). 
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Feb.  19:  Sunday.  Canadian  Owl  trip.  Meet  at  Vermont  &  Busti  at  9:00  a.m.  or  at  9:30  on  the  Canadian  side 

at  the  first  parking  lot  0.6  mi.  upstream  from  the  Peace  Bridge.  Leaders:  Blayne  Farnan  (905-834- 

7541)  and  Dave  Cooper  (284-41 18). 

Mar.  18:  Saturdya  not  Sunday.  Lake  Ontario  Plains  of  eastern  Niagara  County.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  in  Wright’s 

Corners  (north  of  Lockport)  on  Rt.  78  at  the  Tops’  Market  a  block  north  of  the  Rt.  104  intersection. 
Leader:  Willie  D’Anna  (731-4348). 

Mar.  26:  Sunday.  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  for  waterfowl.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Tanning  Bed,  0.1 

mi.  east  of  Main  and  Transit.  Leader:  David  Suggs  (826-2868). 

Apr.  2:  Sunday.  Daylight  Savings  Time  begins. 

Apr.  9:  Sunday.  BOS  April  Bird  Count.  Leader:  TBA. 

Apr.  15:  Saturday  not  Sunday.  Hawk  migration  at  Grimsby,  Ontario.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Bob  Evans 

parking  lot  in  Niagara  Falls,  NY  where  1-190  crosses  Niagara  Falls  Blvd.  (Rt.  62)  or  go  directly  to 
Beemer  Conservation  Area.  This  is  30  miles  into  Canada  on  the  QEW  on  the  escarpment  above 
Grimsby.  Leader:  Bill  Burch  (773-3690). 

Apr.  23:  Sunday.  Braddock  Bay  Hawk  Watch.  Joint  trip  with  the  Rochester  GOS.  Meet  at  7:00  a.m.  at 

Tanning  Bed,  0.1  mi.  east  of  Main  and  Transit.  We  will  join  the  GOS  at  9:30  at  the  Broddock  Bay 
Park  shelter.  Leaders:  Bob  Spahn  of  GOS  and  TBA. 

Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Trip  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 

*t«  A 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a  -Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings,  call  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  896-5200. 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler 

Mr.  William  D’Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Drive  Extension,  Niagara  Falls,  NY  14304. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer  Michael  Hamilton,  172  Allen  Street,  Buffalo,  NY  14201. 

Back  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  @  $0.50  per  copy. 

Editor:  Charles  D.  Halvorsen,  212  Main  Street,  West  Seneca,  NY  14224. 
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THE  MONTH:  November,  1994 


November  was  the  fifth  warmest  recorded  in  the  annals  of  the  National  Weather  Service  for  the  Buffalo 
area  with  the  thermometer  exceeding  60°(F)  on  seven  days  and  above  average  temperatures  o  another  17  days.  The 
month  will  also  be  remembered  for  the  record  last  date  of  November  23rd  for  a  measurable  first  snowfall,  nine- 
tenths  of  one  inch  at  the  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport;  heavier  snow  squalls  were  reported  in  Niagara  and 
Orleans  counties  and  in  the  higher  elevations  south  of  Buffalo  on  that  date.  Major  weather  disturbances  w^re 
limited  to  a  heavy  all-day  rain  on  November  1st  and  gale  force  winds  with  gusts  exceeding  60  mph  on  the  28th 
which  caused  flooding  and  property  along  the  south  shore  of  Lake  Erie.  The  average  temperature  for  the  period 
was  45. 1°(F),  4.6  degrees  above  the  norm;  the  high  daily  temperature,  68°(F)  was  recorded  on  November  4th. 
Precipitation  measured  4.08  inches,  mainly  in  the  form  of  rain,  .25  inches  above  normal  while  total  snowfall,  0.9 
inches,  w-as  9.5  inches  below  average!  (Meteorological  data  as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport.) 

The  odyssey  of  the  Ancient  Murrelet,  first  chronicled  in  these  pages  last  month,  culminated  in  the  bird’s 
discovery  on  the  morning  of  November  13th  in  Lake  Ontario  at  the  mouth  of  the  Welland  Canal,  safelv  within  the 
boundaries  of  (and  a  second  record  for)  the  B.O.S.  study  area.  Readers  will  recall  that  the  murrelet  disappeared  on 
November  1st,  one  day  after  its  presence  in  the  Lake  Ontario  in  the  Lake  Ontario  harbor  at  Rochester  w  as  a  first 
record  for  this  very  rare  vagrant  in  New  York  State.  It  subsequently  reappeared  in  Rochester  Harbor  on 
November  3rd,  taking  its  leave  the  following  dav.  Interest  in  the  bird  was  renewed  on  the  8th  when  B.O.S. 
member  Brett  Ewald,  who  now  resides  in  Monroe  County,  rediscovered  it  in  Lake  Ontario  at  Hamlin  Beach  State 
Park  in  the  Town  of  Hamlin  in  that  county,  20  miles  w  est  of  Rochester.  New  s  of  this  third  sighting  gave  rise  to 
speculation  among  local  bird-watchers  that  the  murrelet  would  continue  its  westward  movement  along  the  lake. 
This  possibility  was  much  on  Willie  D’Anna's  mind  on  the  morning  of  November  13th  when  he  arrived  at  the 
access  road  on  the  west  side  of  the  Welland  Canal  at  Port  Weller,  Ontario  and,  after  gaining  permission  to  enter 
the  Canadian  Coast  Guard  station  there,  immediately  found  the  object  of  his  search  swimming  at  the  end  of  the 
concrete  pier  w'hich  extends  into  Lake  Ontario  from  the  base  of  the  peninsula  on  which  the  station  is  located.  After 
carefully  scanning  this  alcid  writh  both  binoculars  and  a  high-powered  telescope  and  satisfying  himself  as  to  its 
identity  as  the  Ancient  Murrelet,  D’Anna  hastened  to  telephone  both  Canadian  and  New  York  State  colleagues  of 
his  find.  By  day’s  end,  over  300  bird-watchers  had  gathered  on  the  pier,  most  of  whom  added  the  murrelet  to 
their  life  lists.  The  bird,  for  its  part,  in  the  jargon  of  listers,  “put  on  quite  a  show  "  being  observed  from  as  far  as 
300  yards  distant  from  the  end  of  the  pier  and,  more  often  swimming  along  side  of  it  within  a  few  yards  of 
observers.  An  excellent  senes  of  photographs  of  this  obliging  subject  taken  by  local  Ontario  naturalist.  Kayo  Roy 
was  generously  donated  to  the  B.O.S.  for  our  archives.  When  informed  of  the  significance  of  the  murrelefs 
occurrence,  the  Canadian  Coast  Guard  authonties  graciously  made  an  exception  to  the  regulation  forbidding 
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trespass  by  non-authorized  person  on  their  station  for  that  day  for  the  enthusiastic  birders.  The  bird  was  not  seen 
again  after  that  eventful  day. 

The  generally  pleasant  meteorological  conditions  in  November  are  reflected  statistically  in  the  warmest 
average  temperature  for  the  period  on  the  Niagara  Frontier  in  nineteen  years.  Following  a  sunny,  mild  October, 
lingering  early  fall  migrants  in  evidence  included  two  presumptive  Long-billed  Dovvitchers  still  probing  the 
mudflats  at  Stafford’s  Pond  on  the  Oak  Orchard  Game  Management  Area  in  Genesee  County  where  they  were 
seen  by  Mike  Turisk  on  November  3rd.  Mike  Davis  reported  a  female  American  Redstart  at  Tifft  Nature  Preserv  e 
on  the  4th  and  Willie  D’Anna  discovered  a  late  Chipping  Sparrow  at  Rock  Point  Provincial  Park  which  still 
lingered  there  one  week  later.  Conversely,  there  was  no  evidence  from  the  Field  observations  received  by  the 
compiler  of  even  a  moderate  influx  of  Arctic  raptors  or  winter  finches  into  the  Niagara  Frontier  in  November. 
There  was  only  one  report  of  Rough-legged  Hawks  and  none  of  Snowy  Owls  or  flocks  of  Evening  Grosbeaks  or 
Pine  Siskins.  However,  white-winged  gulls  and  other  lands  were  much  in  evidence  in  the  Niagara  River,  if  in 
reduced  numbers,  as  a  reminder  that  November  had  truly  arrived.  On  November  6th,  Richard  MacDonald,  a 
visitor  from  Essex  County,  NY  was  scanning  a  flock  of  Bonaparte’s  Ring-billed  and  Great  Black-backed  Gulls  in 
the  lower  Niagara  River  at  Lewiston  when  Noticed  a  different  color  pattern  in  the  plumage  of  one  of  the  smaller 
lands  whose  dusky’  upper  wing  pattern,  white  narrow  wing  band  near  the  distal  end  of  the  primanes  and  dark 
nape  of  the  head  identified  it  as  an  adult  Franklin’s  Gull  in  winter  plumage,  a  scarce  and  irregular  winter  visitor  in 
our  study  area.  Formerly  a  rare  winter  visitor  but  now  occumng  annually  in  the  lower  Great  Lakes  region  in  small 
numbers  from  November  to  March,  the  Lesser  Black-backed  gull  (L./.  graellsii)  was  present  in  the  low  er  Niagara 
River  gorge  and  upper  river  at  Niagara  Falls  in  three  plumages  this  November.  On  the  24th,  Willie  D’Anna  and 
his  party  identified  one  first-winter  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  in  the  gorge  upriver  from  the  Sir  Adam  Beck  Power 
Station;  on  that  date  also  he  saw'  a  second  Lesser  Black-back,  ‘a  third-or  fourth-winter  bird’  on  the  New  York 
State  shoreline  across  from  the  power  station.  On  the  26th,  D’Anna  and  his  party  described  a  second-winter 
Lesser  Black-back  sitting  on  a  rock  in  the  upper  rapids  of  the  river  across  from  Dufferin  Island.  On  November 
28th,  the  indefatigable  Peter  Yoerg  braved  gale  force  west,  southwest  winds  to  walk  out  on  the  Bird  Island  Pier  in 
the  Niagara  River  at  Buffalo  to  scan  a  large  flock  of  Bonaparte’s  Gulls  flying  over  the  turbulent  waters  near  the 
Canadian  shore  of  the  river.  His  effort  was  rewarded  with  the  discovery  of  an  immature  Black-legged  Kittiwake 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification 
according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (B.O.S.  1991)  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(0  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area. 


Name  of  Bird 

Nov. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Red-throated  Loon 

12 

53 

Wilson-Gold.  Hill  S.P. 

D’Anna  et  al 

Red-necked  Grebe 

11 

1 

Silver  Creek 

Rew  et  al 

D. -crest.  Cormorant 

25 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

Bl.-cr.  Night-Heron 

3 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Davis 

it 

27 

1 

Buffalo 

Brock 

Tundra  Swan 

3 

0 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Tunsk 

a 

11 

1 

Westfield  Twp. 

Rew  et  al 

a 

16 

6 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Rew  et  al 
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Name  of  Bird 

Nov. 

Number 

Tundra  Swan 

19 

1 

(i 

25 

29 

Snow  goose  (white  morph)  4 

1 

44 

6 

9 

Green- winged  Teal 

3 

70 

Northern  Shoveler 

14 

6 

Eurasian  Wigeon1 

1-30 

1 

Redhead 

11 

5 

Ring-necked  Duck 

27 

44 

Surf  Scoter 

7,30 

1,3 

Hooded  Merganser 

23 

40 

Ruddy  Duck 

12 

1 

44 

13 

4 

Bald  Eagle 

6,13 

1 

44 

25 

1 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

13 

1 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

13 

3 

American  Coot 

25 

426 

Amer.  Golden  Plover 

3L 

1 

Killdeer 

12 

1 

Dunlin 

3 

5 

44 

3 

1 

Dowitcher  sp. 

3 

o 

*Franklin’s  Gull 

6 

1 

Little  Gull 

5-26 

1-2 

44 

13 

1 

44 

44 

28 

1 

Bonaparte’s  gull 

30 

87 

Iceland  Gull 

19F 

1 

L.  Black-b.  gull 

1  IF 

1 

44 

24 

1  -  3rd  winter 

44 

24 

1  -  1st  winter 

44 

26 

4-6 

44 

26 

1  -  2nd  winter 

Glaucus  Gull 

26 

o 

Black-leg.  Kittiwake 

28 

1 

*Sabine’s  Gull 

5 

1 

Forester’s  tern 

27 

1 

*  Ancient  Murrelet 

13 

1 

Tufted  Titmouse 

13 

5 

Carolina  Wren 

13 

0 

44 

20 

1 

44 

27 

2 

Winter  Wren 

20 

1 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

13 

23 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

20 

1 

Eastern  Bluebird 

4 

4 

44 

4 

4 

American  Pipit 

12 

12 

Northern  Shrike 

12 

1 

Location 

Observer 

Fort  Ene,  Ont. 

Morgan  te 

Oak  Orchard  WMA  &  vicin. 

Watson 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew  et  al 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Burgeson  W.S. 

Sundell 

EllicottTwp. 

Sundell 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

D’Anna 

LaSalle  Park,  Bflo. 

Watson 

Ellery  Park 

Sundell 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Cuba  Lake 

Schweigert 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Queenston,  Ont. 

Benham 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Rew 

Napoli,  Dayton 

L.  Schweigert,  Koopman 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

Kiantone  Twp. 

Sundell 

Machias  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Turisk 

Kiantone  Twp. 

Sundell 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Turisk 

Lewiston 

MacDonald 

Lewiston-Queenston 

many  observers 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 

T> 

Morgan  te 

l  ,iagai  ci  i\_i  >  Ci 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

vv  aioOii 

Yoerg 

Ellery  Twp. 

Sundell 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 

Morgante 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

D’Anna 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 

D’Anna  etal 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 

D’Anna  et  al 

N.  Falls-Adam  Beck 

D’Anna  et  al 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

D’Anna  et  al 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 

D’Anna  et  al 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

Yoerg 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

D’Anna  et  al 

Fort  Ene,  Ont. 

D’Anna  et  al 

Port  Weller,  Ont. 

D’Anna,  Roy  et  al 

Buckhom  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

Buckhom  Is.  S.P. 

Chilton 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

D’Anna  et  al 

Williamsville  Glen 

Yoerg 

Queenston,  Ont. 

Yoerg 

Buckhom  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

D’Anna 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Lyndon  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Y ates  T wp. 

Morgante 

1  Probable  escape 
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Name  of  Bird 

Nov. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Yellow-r.  Warbler 

25 

4 

Newstead  Twp. 

Watson 

44 

26 

1 

Buckhom  Is.  S.P. 

Chilton 

44 

26 

2 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

D’Anna  et  al 

American  Redstart 

4L 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Davis 

Rufous-s.  Towhee 

20,27 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

30 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Chipping  Sparrow 

20,27L 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

D’Anna  et  al 

Fox  Sparrow 

10 

1 

Lewiston  Twp. 

D’Anna 

44 

13L 

1 

Buckhom  Is  S.P. 

Chilton 

Song  Sparrow 

25 

10 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

5 

1 

Wales  Twp.(f) 

O.  Rosche 

44 

27 

3 

Bertie  Twp.,  Ont.(f) 

D’Anna  et  al 

Snow  Bunting 

12 

1000 

Yates  Twp. 

Morgan  te 

Rustv  Blackbird 

27 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

American  Goldfinch 

13 

250 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigen 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded . 269 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  .  3 

Total  for  year . 272 
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Summary  of  Dial-a-Bird  Activity 
November  1994 

The  highlight  of  Dial-a-Bird  reports  during  November  was  the  rediscovery  of  the  Ancient  Murrciet  at  Port 
Weller  in  Ontario.  Willie  D'Anna  discovered  the  bird  early  in  the  morning  on  November  13.  Within  one  hour,  the 
Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  Hotline  spread  the  news,  and  an  update  was  recorded  on  the  Dial-a-Bird  line. 
Many  birders  saw  this  bird  on  that  warm  and  calm  day,  but  unfortunately,  that  was  the  only  day  it  was  seen.  Gulls 
were  the  other  feature  of  the  month,  eleven  species  were  reported  from  the  Niagara  River.  During  the  long 
Thanksgiving  holiday  w  eekend,  birders  left  daily  messages  of  gull  sightings  and  I  was  able  to  record  an  update 
announcement  each  evening.  The  Niagara  River  draws  gulls  and  watchers  from  many  places,  and  hopefully  these 
announcements  kept  local  and  visiting  birders  up  to  date.  Regarding  the  updates  which  are  accessed  by  touch  tone 
telephones.  If  you  do  not  have  touch  tone  service  or  telephone,  there  are  two  options.  One  is  to  change  to  a 
telephone  that  can  switch  betw  een  tone  and  pulse  dialing.  After  connecting  with  pulse  dialing,  sw  itch  to  tone  to 
access  the  update  announcement.  The  other  and  easiest  choice  is  to  buy  a  "Pocket  Tone  Dialer’  frcm  Radio  Shack 
for  $16.99.  This  is  a  battery  powered  device  that  is  held  over  the  mouthpiece  of  the  telephone  and  generates  the 
required  touch  tone  frequencies.  November  was  also  the  month  that  Dial-a-Bird  went  "on  line*.  Transcripts  of  the 
weekly  announcement  are  now  being  distnbuted  through  the  Internet  computer  system  by  the  National  Birding 
Hotline  Cooperative.  The  NBHC  uses  computing  technology  and  interconnectivity  to  share  birdmg  information 
among  North  American  birders.  Persons  with 

Internet  accounts  or  commercial  services  such  as  Prodigy,  America  Online,  or  CompuServe  that  offer  Internet 
access,  may  subscribe  to  the  free  electronic  mailing  lists  offered  by  the  NBHC.  Dial-a-Bird  has  joined  the  ranks  of 
at  least  20  Eastern  US  regions  that  place  rare  bird  alert  transcripts  on  line  each  week.  They  are  distributed 
electronically  to  almost  700  subscribers.  In  the  past,  Dial-a-Bird  has  received  about  250  calls  per  week,  now  add 
the  700  recipients  of  the  transcript,  and  we  are  reaching  close  to  1000  birders  each  week  with  good  new  s  about 
Niagara  Frontier  birdlife.  Thank  you  and  keep  the  reports  coming  in. 

David  F.  Suggs 
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In  Search  of  Falcons 

The  fantastic  migration  of  Broad-winged  Hawks  in  September,  1994  has  been  reported  by  Bill  Burch 
(. Prothoriotary ,  Vol.  60,  No.  10).  Having  struck  out  first  at  Hawk  Cliff  and  then  at  Holiday  Beach  (only  6  miles 
from  228,000  Broadwings  at  Metropark),  I  returned  home  somewhat  chastened.  However  there  is  always  a 
chance  of  a  home  run  rather  than  a  3rd  strikeout  so  I  decided  to  chance  my  luck  at  Cape  May.  The  man  at  Niagara 
Airport  suggested  September  28-30  could  be  the  time  and  this  coincided  with  the  N.J.  Audubon  Weekend,  so  we 
set  out  on  the  850  km.  drive  full  of  hope. 

Arriving  at  Cape  May  after  a  night  in  the  Poconos,  the  wind  on  the  29th  was  firmly  from  the  NW  and  a 
good  flight  seemed  likely.  Kettles  of  Broad-wings  were  milling  about  high,  high  whilst  they  contemplated 
Delaware  Bay.  A  pair  of  Black  Vultures  were  heading  back  up  the  point  shortly  to  be  followed  by  the  Broad¬ 
wings  but  then  we  started  to  notice  a  steady  movement  of  Ospreys  and  falcons.  The  latter  were  flying  low  and 
came  barreling  through  over  our  heads  or  along  the  beach.  As  the  afternoon  progressed  the  falcon  stream  became  a 
river  and  then  a  flood.  Delaware  Bay  held  no  terrors  for  them. 

By  dusk  there  had  been  300  Ospreys  seen  but  it  was  the  falcons  that  made  the  day  remarkable.  How  about: 
142  Peregrines,  558  Merlins  and  3231  Kestrels?  That’s  3931  falcons  in  one  day.  That’s  like  a  bases  loaded 
homerun  in  the  bottom  of  the  ninth! 

Gordon  Bellerbv 
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MEMBERSHIP  NEWS 


Welcome  to  the  following  new  Associate  Members: 

Mitchell  Harwitz 
222  Bedford  Ave 
Buffalo,  NY  14216 
875-922(905)  935-3 1 13 


Kayo  J.  Roy 
26  Ziraldo  Road 
St.  Catharines,  Ont. 
Canada  L2N  6S9 


William  &  Dyann  Weikert 
4188  Wildwood  Dr. 
Williamsville,  NY  14221 


Max  &  Jane  Mason 
Seven  Springs  Rd.  -  Box  505 
Batavia,  NY  14021 


The  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  notes  with  sadness  the  passing  of: 

Lois  Matlock 
a  member  since  1946 

Please  note  the  following  address  changes 

Ron  Lange 

c/o  Rocky  Mt.  Expen  mental  Station 
2500  South  Pine  Knoll 
Flagstaff,  AZ  68001 
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Julie  Braun 
29  Minton  St. 

Buffalo,  NY  14210-1508 


Linda  Holmes 
1062  Wish  Circle 
East  Aurora,  NY  14052 
6555-0439 


4*  4*  4*  4*  4*  4*  4*  4* 
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BOS  MEETINGS 


Feb.  8:  Gerry  Rising  will  give  a  summary  of  census  data  over  the  years  and  discuss  interpretations  and 

conclusions  based  thereon. 


If  you  would  like  to  present  a  program  or  have  a  suggestion  for  a  speaker  or  a  topic,  please  contact  Michael 
Davis  at  874-2721. 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  1 
through  June  15,  inclusive,  except  for  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December.  Meetings  begin  at 
7:30  p.m.  and  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020  Humbolt  Parkway,  Buffalo,  New  York. 

FIELD  TRIPS 


Feb.  5: 


Sunday.  Niagara  River  and  Falls.  Meet  at  Vermont  &  Busti  at  8:00  a.m.  or  at  8:30  on  the  Canadian 
side  at  the  first  parking  ioi  0.6  mi.  upstream  from  die  Peace  Bridge.  Leader.  Mike  Hamilton  (Sol- 
6709). 


Feb.  19:  Sunday.  Canadian  Owl  trip.  Meet  at  Vermont  &  Busti  at  9:00  a.m.  or  at  9:30  on  the  Canadian  side 

at  the  first  parking  lot  0.6  mi.  upstream  from  the  Peace  Bridge.  Leaders:  Blayne  Faman  (905-834- 
7541)  and  Dave  Cooper  (284-41 18). 

Mar.  18:  Saturday  not  Sunday.  Lake  Ontario  Plains  of  eastern  Niagara  County.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  in  Wright’s 

Comers  (north  of  Lockport)  on  Rt.  78  at  the  Tops’  Market  a  block  north  of  the  Rt.  104  intersection. 
Leader:  Willie  D ’Anna  (731-4348). 


Mar.  26:  Sunday.  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  for  waterfowl.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Tanning  Bed,  0.1 

mi.  east  of  Mam  and  Transit.  Leaden  David  Suggs  (826-2868). 

Apr.  2:  Sunday.  Daylight  Savings  Time  begins. 

Apr.  9:  Sunday.  BOS  April  Bird  Count.  Leaden  TBA. 

Apr.  15:  Saturday  not  Sunday.  Hawk  migration  at  Gnmsby,  Ontario.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Bob  Evans 

parking  lot  in  Niagara  Falls,  NY  w  here  1-190  crosses  Niagara  Falls  Blvd.  (Rt.  62)  or  go  directly  to 
Beemer  Conservation  Area.  This  is  30  miles  into  Canada  on  the  QEW  on  the  escarpment  above 
Gnmsby.  Leaden  Bill  Burch  (773-3690). 

Apr.  23:  Sunday.  Braddock  Bay  Hawk  Watch.  Joint  trip  with  the  Rochester  GOS.  Meet  at  7:00  a.m.  at 

Tanning  Bed,  0.1  mi.  east  of  Main  and  Transit.  We  will  join  the  GOS  at  9:30  at  the  Braddock  Bay 
Park  shelter.  Leaders:  Bob  Spahn  of  GOS  and  TBA. 
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Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Trip  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a  -Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings,  call  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  896-5200. 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler: 
Mr.  William  D’Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Drive  Extension,  Niagara  Falls,  NY  14304. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer  Michael  Hamilton,  172  Allen  Street,  Buffalo,  NY  14201. 
Back  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  @  $0.50  per  copy. 

Editor  Charles  D.  Halvorsen,  212  Main  Street,  West  Seneca,  NY  14224. 
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December  was  unseasonably  mild  with  virtually  snowfall  of  consequence  at  Buffalo  and,  on 
average,  only  ten  inches  for  the  month  in  the  “snow  belt”  south  of  the  city.  The  only  significant  snowfalls  in 
Buffalo  occurred  overnight  on  December  6th-7th  when  5.3  inches  were  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo  International 
Airport  and  on  the  10th,  when  two  inches  fell.  The  average  wind  velocity  for  the  month  at  Buffalo  was  only  8.9 
m.p.h.,  the  lowest  for  the  period  on  record,  36%  of  possible  sunshine  was  recorded,  11%  above  normal  for 
December.  All  of  this  meteorological  bliss  was  attributed  to  a  complex  atmospheric  phenomenon  known  as  “El 
Nino”,  Spanish  for  “The  Child”,  an  ironic  title  bestowed  centuries  ago  by  Peruvian  fisherman  whose  livelihood 
was  threatened  by  its  effects.  It  describes  an  irregular  periodic  drop  in  barometric  pressure  along  the  equatorial 
eastern  rim  on  the  Pacific  Ocean.  This  low  pressure  system  allows  unseasonably  warm,  strong  ocean  currents  to 
flow  eastward,  far  north  of  the  Equator  where  water  vapors  condense  and  form  rain-laden  cloud  formations  while 
distorting  the  general  circulation  of  airflow  in  the  earth’s  atmosphere  at  all  latitudes.  This  disturbances  splits  the  jet 
stream,  blocking  cold  arctic  air  in  its  seasonal  December  descent  across  Eastern  North  America  but  also  bringing 
the  seemingly  endless  torrential  rainfall  to  the  west  coast  of  the  continent  this  month. 

Total  precipitation  at  Buffalo  for  December  measured  only  2.67  inches,  one  inch  below  normal;  there  was 
no  measurable  precipitation  recorded  at  the  airport  weather  station  in  the  12  day  period  between  December  19th 
and  30th.  The  average  temperature  for  the  month,  34.0°  (F)  was  4.9  degrees  above  normal.  (Meteorological  data 
as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport  and  excepted  in  part  from  the  Buffalo  News.) 

In  December,  for  the  second  consecutive  month.  Port  Weller,  Ontario  was  the  birding  “hot  spot”  on  the 
Niagara  Frontier  (see  Prothonotary,  Vol.  60,  No.  12,  1994).  In  the  late  afternoon  of  December  18th,  Ontario  bird¬ 
watchers  Barbara  Charlton,  Rich  Dobos,  and  Kevin  McLaughlin  were  standing  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Welland 
Canal  scanning  a  flock  of  Bonaparte’s  Gulls  circling  over  the  water  in  front  of  them.  McLaughlin  discerned  one 
smaller  bird  in  the  flock  which,  at  first  glimpse,  as  it  flew  away  from  him  with  its  long  gray  wings  and  wedge- 
shaped  tail,  impressed  him  as  being  a  tern.  But,  as  it  turned  and  flew  past  the  observers,  was  obviously  a  small 
gull  with  a  rounded  head,  tiny  black  bill  and  striking  “pink  frosting”  on  its  white  breast  feathers  while  displaying  a 
darker  gray  underwing.  The  excited  trio  realized  they  were  looking  at  an  adult  Ross’  Gull,  a  circumpolar  Arctic 
land  which,  before  1975  had  never  been  recorded  south  of  Alaska  in  North  America.  They  studied  the  gull  for  an 
hour  until  dusk  when  the  bonies  took  wing  to  spend  the  night  on  Lake  Ontario,  a  quarter  mile  north  at  the  mouth 
of  the  canal;  the  Ross’  Gull  flew  to  a  weedy  patch  of  vegetation  in  front  of  a  sand  pile  on  the  east  bank  of  the 
canal,  apparently  to  spend  the  night  in  solitude  in  this  most  ungull-like  habitat. 

By  8:00  am.  on  the  following  morning,  it  was  evident  that  the  bird-watchers  bush  telegraph,  the  “hotline” 
had  been  busy  overnight.  One  hundred  Canadian  and  American  bird-watchers  had  gathered  on  the  access  road  on 
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the  west  side  of  the  canal  in  anticipation  of  seeing  only  the  third  Ontario  visitor  of  the  most  celebrated  North 
American  avian  rarity  of  the  century.  The  Bonaparte’s  Gulls  had  returned  to  the  canal  but  our  quarry  was  nowhere 
to  be  seen.  Finally,  at  9:00  a.m.,  Mary  Ellen  Hebb  and  several  other  Ontario  companions  drove  to  the  east  bank  of 
the  canal  to  investigate  the  area  around  the  sand  pile  where  the  gull  was  last  seen.  A  grisly  find  awaited  them.  A 
pile  of  feathers,  including  pink-fringed  breast  plumage  and  black-lined  primaries  gave  mute  evidence  to  the  fact 
our  visitor’s  stay  had  come  to  a  violent  end;  a  large  zygodactyl  (first  and  fourth  toes  of  a  bird’s  talon)  imprint  in 
the  wet  sand  near  the  remains  indicated  the  predator  was  probably  a  Great  Homed  Owl.  The  bird-watchers  greeted 
the  news  in  stunned  silence.  Most  agreed  that  it  was  the  most  bizarre  and  disappointing  end  to  a  field  trip  in  their 
collective  memories. 

On  December  3rd,  Rob  and  Nancy  French  were  members  of  a  group  of  Michigan  bird-watchers  who  make 
an  annual  visit  to  the  Niagara  Falls  area  during  the  first  week  of  December  for  the  purpose  of  studying  the 
remarkable  variety  of  wintering  gulls  that  can  be  encountered  here.  The  group  was  assembled  at  the  overlook  at 
the  Sir  Adam  Beck  Power  Generating  Station  in  the  Niagara  gorge  when  one  of  their  number  called  attention  to  a 
gull  flying  among  the  myriad  Herring  and  Ring-billed  Gulls  which  was  smaller  in  size  with  a  darker  gray  mantle 
and  heavier  streaking  on  the  head  and  neck  than  is  diagnostic  for  sub-adult  Herring  Gulls  of  that  plumage.  The 
wide  black  terminal  tail  band,  two-toned  black-grayish  bill  and  pale  gray  leg  color,  clearly  seen  when  the  bird 
alighted  on  a  flat  rock  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  lower  Niagara  River,  confirmed  French’s  identification  of  a  sub¬ 
adult,  second  winter  California  Gull.  His  find  represents  the  third  consecutive  year  a  California  Gull  has  been  seen 
at  this  location  between  the  Sir  Adam  Beck  and  the  Robert  Moses  Power  Complexes  in  the  Niagara  River  gorge. 
The  gull  was  also  seen  by  a  group  of  bird-watchers  from  Ohio  and  B.O.S.  members  Willie  D’Anna  and  Bob 
Sundell  who  arrived  at  the  overlook  shortly  after  its  discovery.  Unfortunately,  it  could  not  be  located  again  after 
that  date.  December  was  generally  a  satisfying  month  for  the  gull-watchers  among  us  with  a  large  wintering 
population  of  Bonaparte’s  Gulls  both  in  the  upper  Niagara  River  at  Fort  Erie  with  at  least  one  adult  Little  Gull 
among  them  and  a  second  large  concentration  between  Niagara  Falls  in  the  upper  and  lower  river  to  Queenston, 
Ontario  with  up  to  four  Little  Gulls  in  their  company  during  the  month.  At  least  four  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls, 
including  one  second  winter  and  one  third  winter  bird  and  several  Iceland  Gulls  in  various  plumages  were 
reported  from  the  rapids  in  the  upper  river  and  in  the  lower  river  at  the  Adam  Beck  Overlook  all  month.  On  the 
joint  Niagara  Falls,  N.Y.  -  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario  Christmas  Bird  Count  on  December  27th,  1,346  Greater  Black- 
back  Gulls  were  reported  from  the  Niagara  River  and  Lake  Ontario,  a  record  number  of  this  species  for  our  study 
area.  Only  two  Glaucous  Gulls  were  seen  at  Niagara  Falls  this  month,  one  on  the  4th  and  the  second  during  the 
society’s  Christmas  Count  on  the  18th. 

For  the  third  consecutive  year,  our  winter  birding  has  been  enlivened  by  a  visit  to  the  South  Buffalo 
waterfront  by  a  rare  raptor.  On  December  23rd,  Mike  Morgante  and  two  friends,  Tim  and  Brian  McAllister  were 
driving  on  Fuhrmann  Boulevard  near  Tifft  Street  when  they  noticed  a  large  hawk  perched  on  the  roof  on  the  north 
side  of  the  abandoned  Cargill  grain  elevator.  They  examined  the  bird  for  five  minutes  with  both  binoculars  and  a 
telescope  and  identified  it  as  an  adult  gray  phase  Gyrfalcon.  Their  discovery  marks  the  third  consecutive  winter 
that  the  Cargill  elevator  has  served  as  a  roost  for  an  adult  Gyrfalcon  in  similar  plumage  and  there  is  strong 
presumptive  evidence  that  we  now  have  an  annual  winter  visitor  which  finds  that  Buffalo  has  all  the  amenities  of 
its  Arctic  home!  On  the  following  morning,  some  17  B.O.S.  members  observed  the  falcon  at  various  times  both 
perched  and  flying  at  the  Fuhrmann  Boulevard  site  and  a  second  grain  elevator,  one  mile  north  on  Childs  Street, 
which  is  still  in  operation  and  where  the  bird  was  active  in  pursuit  of  pigeons. 


J.F.T. 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification 
according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (B.O.S.  1991)  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 
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Name  of  Bird 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(0  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area. 

Dec.  Number  Location 

Observer 

Red- throated  Loon 

27 

9 

Am* 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 

D’Anna  et  al 

D.-crest  Cormorant 

4 

1 

Lime  Lake 

Schweigert(Catt.  Co.  BC) 

Tundra  Swan 

3 

11 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Morgante 

44 

4 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Watson  (BOS) 

44 

10 

12 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Watson 

44 

24 

6 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Chilton 

Northern  Pintail 

24 

10 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Chilton 

Gad  wall 

10 

33 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

Redhead 

10 

5 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

Ring-necked  Duck 

24 

9 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Chilton 

Harlequin  Duck 

27 

1 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 

D’Anna  et  al 

Surf  Scoter 

1 

3 

Ellery  Twp. 

S  undell 

Ruddy  Duck 

10 

2 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Sundell,  D’Anna  et  al 

Bald  Eagle 

3 

1  ad.  gm-tag 

Queenston,  Ont. 

Rough-legged  hawk 

10 

7 

Cattaraugus  Co. 

Schweigert 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

26,27 

U 

Porter  Twp. 

Gvrfalcon 

23 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Morgante 

44 

24 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Watson,  D’ Anna,Andrle  et  al 

American  Coot 

4,24 

30,59 

LaSalle  Park,  Bflo. 

Watson  et  al 

44 

19 

2 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Davis 

Kilideer 

11L 

•1 

i 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Purple  Sandpiper 

3F 

3 

Niagara  Falls 

Morgante,Sundell, D’Anna 
D’Anna  et  al 

Dunlin 

10 

3 

Niagara  Falls 

Little  Gull 

3 

2 

Queenston,  Ont. 

Sundell  et  al 

44 

3,17 

1,4 

Niagara  Falls 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

11,15 

U 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Yoerg 

*  California  Gull 

3 

1  imm 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 

R&N  French.Sundell  JY  Anna 

Iceland  gull 

3,18 

2,2 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 

Sundell,  Yoerg  et  al 

L.  Black-b.  Gull 

3 

1  3rd  winter 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

3,10 

1  2nd  winter 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

3,4 

U 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

4 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Watson(BOS) 

44 

4 

3 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 

Watson(BOS) 

44 

4 

1  2nd  winter 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

10 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

15 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Yoerg 

*  Ross’  Gull1 

18 

1 

Port  Weller,  Ont. 

McLaughlin  ,Dobos  ,Charleton 

Mourning  Dove 

31 

146 

Allegany  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Snowy  Owl 

23 

1 

Java  Twp. 

M.  Junkin  et  al 

44 

31 

1 

Arcade  Twp. 

D&M  Junkin,  Limburg 

Long-eared  Owl 

11 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 
D’Anna,  Potter  et  al 

44 

26,27 

2,3 

Porter  Twp. 

Short-eared  Owl 

22 

1 

Kuckvill 

Ewald 

44 

27 

9 

Porter  Twp. 

Potter  et  al 

First  Record  for  BOS  Area. 


3 


Vol.  61  No.  1 


Name  of  Bird 

Red- headed  Wdpkr. 
Red-bellied  Wdpkr. 
Yellow-b.  Sapsucker 
Tufted  Titmouse 
Carolina  Wren 

44 

44 

Winter  Wren 

44 

Marsh  Wren 
Eastern  Bluebird 

44 

44 

44 

44 

Hermit  Thrush 
Gray  Catbird 

44 

Northern  Mockingbird 
American  Pipit 
Northern  Shrike 

44 

44 

44 

44 

Yellow-r.  Warbler 

44 

44 

44 

Rufous-s.  Towhee 
Swamp  Sparrow 

44 

White-thr.  Sparrow 
Snow  Bunting 

44 

44 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

44 

44 

Rusty  Blackbird 
Common  Grackle 

44 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 
Purple  Finch 

44 

44 

44 

Pine  Siskin 
Evening  Grosbeak 


Dec. 

Number 

4 

1 

18 

4 

24,26 

1 

24 

2 

3 

I 

8 

1 

17 

1 

3 

2 

14 

1 

24 

1 

1 

1 

21 

2 

21,25 

3 

24 

2 

26,27 

8,1 

17 

1 

17 

1 

18 

1 

9 

1 

11L 

3-4 

4 

1 

13 

1 

24 

1 

26 

1 

31 

1 

2 

1 

24 

2 

24 

32 

26 

4 

1-12 

1 

1,15 

u 

24 

1 

28 

6 

3 

30 

25 

110 

26 

21 

1-30 

1 

5 

1 

17 

2 

10 

29 

1 

1 

18 

1 

17 

68 

6,30 

2,2 

21,22 

2,4 

23 

1 

28 

1 

24 

1 

21F 

1 

Location 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 
North  Tonawanda 
Lewiston  Twp. 
Wethersfield  Twp.(f) 
Williamsville 
Tifft  N.P. 

Portville  Twp. 
Queenston,  Ont. 
Williamsville  Glen 
Tonawanda  W.M.A. 
East  Aurora 
Aurora  Twp. 

Amity  Lake 
Iroquois  N.W.R. 
Porter  Twp. 

Portville  Twp. 
Portville  Twp. 

North  Tonawanda 
Tifft  N.P. 

Rock  Point  P.P. 
Somerset  Twp. 

Brant  Twp. 
Tonawanda  W.M.A. 
Golden  Hill  S.P. 
Franklinville  Twp. 
East  Aurora 
Iroquois  N.W.R. 
Lewiston  Twp. 
Porter  Twp. 

East  Aurora 
East  Aurora 
Tonawanda  W.M.A. 
Buffalo 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 
Buffalo  Harbor 
Otto  Twp. 

East  Aurora 
Wethersfield  Twp. 
Portville  Twp. 
Conewango  Twp. 
East  Aurora 
North  Tonawanda 
Portville  Twp. 

Wales  Twp.  (f) 
Amity  Lake 
Ward  Twp. 

Alfred  Twp. 
Lewiston  Twp. 
Beaver  Meadow  NC 


Observer 

D’Anna 
D’Anna,  Potter 
D’Anna 
M.  Junkin 
Christensen 
Davis 

Schweigert 

D’Anna  et  al 

Yoerg 

Yoerg 

Holmes 

Holmes 

Pitzrick 

Yoerg 

D’Anna  et  al 

Schweigert 

Schweigert 

Potter 

Davis 

Yoerg,  Henderson 
Yoerg,  Henderson 
Chilton 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Chilton 

Schweigert 

Holmes 

Y'oerg 

D’Anna 

D’Anna 

Holmes 

Holmes 

Yoerg 

Halvorsen 

Morgan  te 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Schweigert 

Holmes 

D&M  Junkin 

Schweigert 

Schweigert 

Holmes 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Schweigert 

O.  Rosche 

Pitzrick 

Brooks 

Brooks 

D’Anna 

D.  Junkin 
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Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded . 272 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  .  2 

Total  for  year . 274 


Addenda  1994 


Glossy  Ibis 
Peregrine  Falcon 

Hoary  Redpoll 


May  21 
May  15 
Jan,  4,22,30 


1  Iroquois  N.W.R. 

1  Rock  Point  P.P. 

1  PomfretTwp. 


D.  Junkin  et  al 
Byron  et  al 
Goetz 


Report  Of  the  66**1  B.O.S. 
Christmas  Bird  Count 


A  good  Christmas  count  resulted  from  great  weather.  It  was  overcast  and  foggy  in  the  morning  with 
intermittent  light  rain  in  the  afternoon.  There  were  38  participants  in  the  Buffalo  circle.  76  species  were  counted, 
56,104  individuals  were  reported  in  the  16  territories. 

Facts  and  figures  of  the  661*1  Buffalo  Circle  Christmas  Count  are  reported  below: 

Date:  December  18,  1994 

Area:  Centering  on  Grand  Island,  including  both  branches  of  the  Niagara  River  and  adjacent  territory  - 

from  the  Gorge  below  the  Falls  to  Fort  Erie  and  Buffalo. 

Weather:  Morning  was  overcast  and  foggy,  and  afternoon  was  mostly  cloudy  with  intermittent  rain. 

Temperatures  ranged  from  an  early  morning  low  of  34°  (F)  to  an  afternoon  high  of  38°(F),  with  winds  from 
the  NW  at  5-8  mph.  The  Niagara  River  was  free  of  ice. 

Coverage:  38  observers  in  16  parties  made  observations  from  6:10  a.m.  to  4:30  p.m.  Party-hours  were 
130.75  (51.25  on  foot  and  79.5  by  car),  plus  18.25  hours  at  feeders  and  9.75  hours  owling.  Party-miles 
were  660  (50.2  on  foot  and  609.8  by  car). 

Territories  and  Observers:  (leaders  underlined) 

A.  Canada:  Rainbow  Bridge  south  to  Welland  River  and  Niagara  River  west  to 

M.C.R.R.,  Portage  Road  and  area  boundary.  Robert  Andrle.  James  H.  Gregory.  37 
species;  7.275  individuals. 

B.  Canada:  Welland  River  south  to  Black  Creek  and  the  Niagara  River  west  to  the  Queen  Elizabeth 

Way  and  area  boundary.  Richard  Byron.  Barbara  Byron.  27  species;  3,814  individuals. 


C.  Canada:  Queen  Elizabeth  Way  west  to  area  boundary  and  south  to  Bowen  Road.  Mike  Hamilton. 

30  species;  1,157  individuals. 

D.  Canada:  Black  Creek  south  to  the  Peace  Bridge  and  the  Niagara  River  west  to  the  Queen  Elizabeth 

Way.  Frances  Rew.  Audrey  Horbett.  36  species;  2,958  individuals. 
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E.  Canada:  Bowen  Road  south  to  area  boundary  and  east  to  Queen  Elizabeth  Way  and  Niagara  River. 

Drew  Campbell,  Brad  Clements,  Blayne  Farnan,  Jean  Faman,  Marcy  Foster.  39  species; 
10,809  individuals. 


F.  Niagara 

Falls:  Porter  Road,  Hyde  Park  Blvd.,  Pine  Ave.  and  Main  St.  south  to  Niagara  River, 
including  Goat  and  Cayuga  Islands  and  east  to  Military  Road.  Edward  Crohn.  Paul 
Ziebart.  18  species,  12,875  individuals. 


G.  North 

Tonawanda:  Military  Rd.  southeast  to  N.Y.  State  Barge  Canal  and  Niagara  River  northeast 
to  area  boundary.  Willie  D'Anna.  Ken  Cohen,  Dan  Robertson.  Feeder  watchers:  Ed 
D’Anna,  Anna  Bauer,  Mary  Clemesha,  Gertrude  Ruggles,  Betsy  Potter.  50  species,  2,702 
individuals. 

H.  Tonawanda:  Sheridan  Dr.  north  to  N.Y.  State  Barge  Canal  and  Niagara  River  east  to  area 

boundary.  William  Watson.  Mike  Galas,  Gerald  Rising,  Don  Brassure.  36  species,  4,023 
individuals. 

J.  Buffalo:  Sheridan  Dr.  east  and  south  to  area  boundary,  west  to  Niagara  River.  Lynne  Landon.  21 
species,  1,518  individuals 


K.  Grand 

Island:  West  of  Stoney  Point  Rd.,  north  of  Huth  and  Long  Roads  to  the  Niagara  River. 

William  Townsend,  Bert  Schweigert.  40  species,  768  individuals. 


L.  Grand 

Island:  Huth  and  Long  Roads  south  to  Whitehaven  Road  and  Stoney  Point  Rd.,  west  to  the 

Niagara  River.  Bill  Burch,  Thomas  Burke.  29  species,  1,283  individuals. 


M.  Grand 

Island:  East  of  Stoney  Point  Rd.  and  north  of  Whitehaven  Rd.  to  the  Niagara  River.  Mike 
Zebehazv.  45  species,  1,749  individuals. 


N.  Grand 

Island:  Whitehaven  Rd.  south  to  Love  Rd.  and  Baseline  Rd.  west  to  the  Niagara  River. 

Robert  Brock,  David  Cooper.  29  species,  551  individuals. 


O.  Grand 

Island:  Whitehaven  Rd.  south  to  Love  Rd.  and  Baseline  Rd.  east  to  the  Niagara  River. 
Chuck  Rosenburg,  John  Rosenburg.  29  species,  649  individuals. 

P.  Grand 

Island:  Love  Rd.  south  to  Spaulding  Rd.  from  the  East  Branch  to  the  West  Branch  of  the 
Niagara  River.  Doug  Happ,  Tim  McAllister,  Pat  Marvin.  37  species,  887  individuals. 

Q.  Grand 

Island:  South  of  Spaulding  Rd.  to  the  Niagara  River.  William  Bogacki.  Dick  Christensen, 
Karen  Wallace,  Edward  Ratajczek.  28  species,  3,037  individuals. 

Species  Recorded:  With  reference  to  the  species  count,  in  those  cases  in  which  a  species  was  reported  in 
three  or  fewer  territories,  the  letters  in  parentheses  indicate  the  territories  in  which  they  were 
reported. 
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Common  Loon  1  (A) 

Homed  Grebe  3  (A,  Q) 

Great  Blur  Heron  16 
Canada  Goose  1 ,696 
Mallard  1,864 
Gad  wall  30  (A,  K) 

Canvasback  1,248  lowest  since  1968 
Greater  Scaup  782 
White- winged  Scoter  1  (K) 

Buffi ehead  288 
Common  Merganser  3,798 
Northern  Harrier  7  (C,  E,  G) 
Cooper’s  Hawk  2  (E,  H) 
Rough-legged  Hawk  3  (C,  E,  M) 
American  Coot  81  (H,K)  most  ever 
Ring-billed  Gull  3,724 
Lesser  Bl.-bk.  Gull  1  (E) 

Great  Bl.-bk.  Gull  376 
Mourning  Dove  682 
Great  Homed  Owl  10 
Belted  Kingfisher  4  (E,  G,  M) 
Downy  Wdpkr.  1 10 
Nor.  Flicker  45 
American  Crow 

Tufted  Titmouse  28  highest  ever 
White-breast.  Nuthatch  49 
Winter  Wren  1  (M) 

Hermit  Thrush  1  (D) 

Gray  Catbird  1  (G) 

Cedar  Wax  wing  120 
Yellow-rum ped  Warbler  3  (M) 
American  Tree  Sparrow  332 
Swamp  Sparrow  1  (P) 
White-crowned  Sparrow  20  (C)  high 
Eastern  Meadowlark  1  (E) 

Purple  Finch  1  (G) 

American  Goldfinch  141 


Pied-billed  Grebe  1  (D) 

Double-cr.  Cormorant  6  (A,  F,  H) 
Tundra  Swan  3  (K) 

Am.  Black  Duck  71  lowest  ever 
Northern.  Pintail  1 1  (A) 

American  Wigeon  8  (A)  low 
Redhead  17  (D,  G,  Q) 

Lesser  Scaup  6  (A,  Q) 

Common  Goldeneye  2,53 1 
Hooded  Merganser  40 
Red-breasted  Merganser  48 
Sharp-shinned  Hawk  6 
Red-tailed  Hawk  105 
American  Kestrel  21 
Bonaparte’s  Gull  3,865 
Herring  Gull  2,947 
Glaucous  Gull  1  (A) 

Rock  Dove  1,905 
E.  Screech  Owl  12 
Long-eared  Owl  6  (C,  E) 
Red-bellied  Wdpkr.  9 
Hairy  Wdpkr.  15 
Blue  Jay  618  highest  ever 
Black-capped  Chickadee  447 
Red-breast.  Nuthatch  3  (G,  M) 
Brown  Creeper  14 
Golden-crown.  Kinglet  37 
American  Robin  752  highest  ever 
Nor.  Mockingbird  6 
European  Starling  23,295 
Northern  Cardinal  199 
Song  Sparrow  28 
White-throat.  Sparrow  68 
Dark-eyed  Junco  133 
Common  Grackle  1  (G) 

House  Finch  622  highest  ever 
House  Sparrow  2,235 


William  Bogacki,  Compiler 

*1*  'r  *T*  *r  rr»  'r  *!• 


Summary  of  Dial-a-Bird  Activity  for  December  1994 

The  highlight  of  Dial-a-Bird  reports  and  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  Hotline  activity  in  December  was 
the  brief  appearance  of  a  Ross'  Gull  at  Port  Weller,  Ontario  on  December  18th.  The  Hotline  and  Dial-a-Bird 
update  informed  some  of  the  100  or  so  birders  who  arrived  the  next  morning  with  hopes  of  seeing  this  rare  bird. 
No  one  expected  to  see  it  as  a  hand  full  of  pink,  white  and  gray  feathers,  most  likely  left  by  a  predatory  Great 
Homed  Owl. 

Earlier  in  the  month,  ten  species  of  gulls  were  reported  from  the  Niagara  River,  including  a  one  day 
sighting  of  a  California  Gull.  Late  in  December,  callers  left  several  messages  tracking  the  adult  gray  phase 
Gyrfalcon  along  the  Buffalo  waterfront.  Eastern  Bluebirds  were  described  each  week  in  the  region  and  Peter 
Yoerg  reported  a  very  late  record  of  American  Pipits  at  Rock  Point  Provincial  Park.  By  the  end  of  the  month, 
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accounts  of  six  species  of  owls  had  been  received.  From  August  through  December,  callers  contributed  sightings 
of  206  species  to  Dial-a-Bird. 

Thank  you  and  keep  the  reports  coming  in. 

David  F.  Suggs 

*I**rV*P»r'r*I**r 

The  December  4,  1994  Niagara  River  Trip 

The  sixteen  bird  watchers  who  met  at  the  comer  of  Vermont  and  Busti  found  the  weather  unseasonably 
warm  with  temperatures  in  the  middle  forties.  As  the  day  progressed  the  sky  became  more  overcast,  the  light  wind 
became  calm,  the  relative  humidity  reached  88%,  and  the  temperature  reached  a  balmy  54° F. 

At  LaSalle  Park  we  had  eleven  species  of  waterfowl  -  Mallard,  Greater  Scaups,  nine  American  Wigeon,  four 
Gadwalls,  numerous  Buffleheads,  Common  Goldeneyes,  Canvasbacks,  about  thirty  American  Coots,  Canada 
Geese,  Red-breasted  Mergansers,  and  a  Double-crested  Cormorant  on  the  sand  spit  at  Donnelley’ s  Pier.  This  was 
the  first  and  last  stop  for  two  University  of  Buffalo  students  from  India  who  forgot  their  passports. 

At  Fort  Erie  we  added  several  passerine  species<  American  Black  Duck,  and  Common  Merganser.  At 
Niagara  Falls  near  the  water  control  structure  there  was  a  large  raft  of  Greater  Scaup  that  contained  a  few  lesser 
Scaup.  Several  other  species  of  ducks  and  Tundra  Swan  could  be  seen  at  a  distance.  Above  the  Horseshoe  Falls 
the  group  studied  an  adult  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  and  also  found  Purple  Sandpiper (s)  behind  the 
sunken  barge. 

Between  11:15  a.m.  and  2:25  p.m.  the  members  of  the  Field  trip  met  several  other  birders  (ten  of  them  other 
B.O.S.  members)  at  Sir  Adam  Beck  Hydro.  Soon  a  likely  California  Gull  was  observed  with  an  overall  darker 
appearance  than  a  Herring  Gull,  outer  primaries  nearly  black,  inner  primaries  forming  a  lighter  brownish 
triangular  patch  when  compared  to  the  darker  inner  wing  and  dark  outer  primaries,  the  tail  appeared  all  black  and 
strongly  contrasted  with  the  white  rump,  while  the  size  was  smaller  than  a  Herring  Gull  and  bigger  than  a  Ring- 
billed  Gull.  In  addition  to  the  four  common  species  of  Gulls,  there  were  also  three  Thayer’s  Gulls  (one  first 
winter  and  two  adults),  three  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  (two  immature  and  one  adult),  one  adult  Glaucous 
Gull,  and  one  adult  Iceland  Gull.  This  gave  the  aggressive  birder  a  total  of  nine  species  of  gulls  and  the  purist 
birders  a  total  of  seven  species  of  gulls  at  Sir  Adam  Beck. 

submitted  by  William  Watson 

"T*  rr  n*  rr 

Marsh  Bird  and  Amphibian  Surveys 

The  Long  Point  Bird  Observatory  and  the  Canadian  Wildlife  Service  have  initiated  a  Marsh  Monitoring 
Program  to  assess  the  health  of  marshes  in  the  Great  Lakes  Basin  by  monitoring  marsh  bird  and  amphibian 
populations  during  the  breeding  season.  The  ultimate  goal  of  the  program  is  to  have  routes  located  throughout 
Great  Lakes  areas  of  concern  monitored  annually  on  a  long-term  basis  by  volunteer  surveyors.  The  information 
gained  will  provide  data  in  indicator  species’  habitat  associations  and  population  changes  which  will  help  to 
effectively  develop  strategies,  implement  restoration  projects,  and  measure  the  success  of  these  efforts. 

Standardized  methods  of  monitoring  marsh  birds  and  amphibians  have  been  established  using  transects 
and  permanently  marked  sample  stations.  These  sample  stations  need  to  be  visited  twice  during  the  breeding 
season  for  birds  and  three  times  for  amphibians.  A  training  kit,  which  includes  a  call  playback  tape,  will  be 
distributed  to  all  volunteers.  An  organizational  meeting  is  being  scheduled  for  March.  Amphibian  surveys  will 
begin  in  April  and  bird  surveys  in  late  May. 

Ken  Roblee  and  John  McMahan  of  the  DEC  will  be  establishing  transects  in  the  following  marshes  in  our 
region:  Tifft  Preserve,  South  Park  Marsh,  Beaver  Island,  Buckhom  Island,  and  Eighteen  Mile  Creek.  Anyone 
interested  in  conducting  these  surveys  should  contact  Chuck  Rosenburg  (695-5844)  or  Mike  Galas  (  693-4892). 
No  previous  experience  with  marsh  birds  or  amphibians  is  necessary.  The  surveys  focus  on  only  a  handful  of  bird 
and  singing  frog  species.  The  songs  and  survey  methods  can  learned  easily  from  the  training  kit.  These  surveys 
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provide  an  excellent  opportunity  to  sharpen  skills  in  identifying  these  species,  as  well  as  to  assist  in  an  important 
project. 

For  more  information  on  the  Marsh  Monitoring  Program  or  to  sign  up  for  a  route,  contact  Amy  Chabot, 
MMP  Project  Coordinator,  Long  Point  Bird  Observatory,  P.O.  Box  160,  Port  Rowan,  Ontario  NOE  1M0. 
Phone:  519-586-3531.  Fax:  519-586-3532. 


The  Ross’  Gull  —  An  Answer  to  the  Big  Question 

by  Bill  Burch 

Accounts  of  the  remarkable  sighting  of  a  Ross’  Gull  at  Port  Weller,  Ontario,  on  December  18,  1994,  have 
been  published  by  Jerry  Rising  in  the  Buffalo  News,  January  9,  1995,  and  by  Peter  Whalen  in  the  Toronto, 
Ontario,  Globe  and  Mail,  date  unknown.  In  addition,  BOS  has  a  copy  of  the  verification  report,  written  by  Kevin 
McLaughlin,  who  with  Ron  Dobos,  made  the  discovery. 

The  Ross’  Gull  is  at  once  the  most  beautiful  and  rarest  gull  that  occurs  in  North  America,  as  Rising  puts 
it.  No  Christmas  Count  had  ever  had  one  until  now,  according  to  Whalen.  (Barely  missing  a  Count  was  the  Ross’ 
Gull  seen  at  Salisbury,  Mass,  in  1974.  This  was  the  first  record  south  of  northern  Canada.  Although  seen  from 
December  7,  1974  to  May  6,  1975,  it  could  not  be  found  in  the  1974  Christmas  Count  nor  during  Count  week.) 

In  the  dusk  on  Sunday,  December  18,  a  unique  wedge-shaped  tail  flashed  among  30  Bonaparte’s  Gulls 
flying  at  a  sewer  outlet  near  the  Welland  Canal’s  exit  into  Lake  Ontario.  “Ross’  Gull!”,  shouted  Dobos  and 
McLaughlin  at  once  (Whalen).  One  man  ran  to  a  telephone  to  summon  others  but  only  two  birders  could  come 
before  darkness  fell. 

The  birders’  hotline  buzzed  so  that  by  early  Monday  morning  a  hundred  birders  were  gathered  on  the  west 
bank  of  the  canal  near  the  sewer  outlet.  The  Bonaparte’s  flock  was  present  but  not  the  Ross’  Gull.  Finally  Mary 
Ellen  Hebb  and  several  others  drove  across  the  bridge  to  the  east  bank  where  the  bird  was  last  seen  at  dusk  the 
preceding  evening.  After  a  time  she  signaled  to  the  birders  waiting  across  the  50  yards  of  water.  She  pointed 
down  the  slope.  She  drew  her  finger  across  her  throat.  We  could  hardly  believe  the  message:  “The  bird  is  here.  It 
is  dead.” 

She  returned  bearing  a  handful  of  feathers,  clearly  those  of  the  Ross’  Gull.  The  breast  feathers  were  tinged 
in  pink.  The  two  outermost  primaries  had  the  distinctive  black  outer  vane.  Several  persons  took  close-up  photos 
of  the  feathers.  We  were  stunned  by  this  disastrous  ending  to  the  search. 

Claw  marks  found  in  the  dirt  near  the  feathers  were  those  of  a  Great  Homed  Owl.  As  Peter  Whalen  said, 
the  owl  had  dined  on  rarity. 

With  hundreds  of  gulls  and  ducks  in  the  vicinity  the  big  question  is  why  did  the  owl  pick  out  the  Ross’ 
Gull?  The  answer  is  distressingly  simple:  it  was  the  only  bird  roosting  on  the  shore. 

Kevin  McLaughlin  had  seen  the  Ross’  Gull  fly  to  a  weedy  flat  area  across  the  canal  near  a  sandpile.  It  walked 
about  with  the  pigeon-like  gait  of  that  species.  It  remained  there  as  darkness  fell  at  5:30  p.m.  He  did  not  state 
whether  other  gulls  were  with  it,  but  it  is  likely  that  the  Bonaparte  flock  and  a  few  Ring-bills  rested  on  the  bank 
for  a  while  as  they  are  accustomed  to  doing. 

One  thing  is  certain:  at  dusk  every  local  gull  flew  a  half-mile  out  into  Lake  Ontario  to  roost  for  the  night  in 
safety.  The  Ross’  Gull  did  not  follow  the  others.  It  is  a  bird  of  the  tundra  and  the  vast  ice  fields  of  the  Arctic.  Its 
nature  would  be  to  roost  on  land  or  ice  and  not  to  search  for  open  water  which  could  be  a  hundred  miles  away. 
Hence  it  settled  down  on  the  bank,  at  ease  and  very  much  alone. 

When  the  resident  Great  Homed  Owl  approached  it  found  the  gull’s  nearly  white  plumage  an  easy  target. 
(Light  plumage,  however,  is  not  a  prerequisite;  McLaughlin  found  a  pile  of  Mallard  feathers  nearby.)  Very  likely 
the  Ross’  Gull  had  never  before  encountered  this  fiercest  and  most  impressive  owl  of  North  America.  The  Great 
Homed  Owl  is  not  a  tundra  inhabitant;  it  breeds  from  the  northern  limit  of  the  tree  line  through  Canada  and  the 
United  States  and  beyond.  At  Churchill,  Manitoba,  1500  miles  to  the  north,  and  the  home  of  a  small  breeding 
colony  of  Ross’  Gulls,  the  Great  Homed  Owl  is  seldom  seen.  There,  as  elsewhere  in  Ross’  territory,  the  large 
owl  is  the  Snowy  Owl  and  it  is  uncommon.  It  can  take  gulls  and  dicks,  but  it  feeds  mainly  on  small  mammals. 
Moreover  it  is  mainly  a  day  hunter  so  the  gull  would  have  the  opportunity  to  see  and  elude  it. 
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This  explanation  for  the  demise  of  the  Ross’  Gull  was  reached  independently  by  several  of  the 
participants.  Since  it  was  absent  from  the  newspaper  accounts  there  seemed  a  need  to  record  it  here. 

«l#  *1*  »1*  vl> 

Gun  Creek  Woods  Breeding  Bird  Census 

Gun  Creek  Woods,  located  on  Grand  Island  between  Whitehaven  and  Ransom  Roads,  is  one  of  the  largest 
contiguous  forest  areas  in  the  Buffalo  metropolitan  area.  The  DEC  and  several  other  organizations  with  vested 
interest  in  the  woods  would  like  to  see  a  thorough  survey  of  breeding  birds  conducted  this  year.  Tom  Burke  and 
Chuck  Rosenburg  are  organizing  a  breeding  bird  census  and  are  seeking  assistance  from  all  interested  parties. 
Transects  will  be  established  within  the  woods.  Birders  will  walk  the  transects,  identify  birds  which  are  seen  or 
heard,  and  map  each  bird’s  location  in  relation  to  numbered  points  along  the  transects.  After  several  census  visits, 
the  bird  locational  information  will  be  compiled  to  reveal  each  bird’s  territorial  area.  From  this,  bird  population 
densities  will  be  determined.  The  standardized  can  be  repeated  in  future  years  to  evaluate  species  population 
changes. 

Anyone  interested  in  assisting  with  the  census  is  encouraged  to  contact  either  Tom  Burke  (773-1563)  or 
Chuck  Rosenburg  (695-5844).  Birders  should  b  able  to  identify  a  majority  of  the  forest  breeding  birds  of  our 
region  by  sight  and  song.  There  is  no  need  to  commit  one’s  self  to  conducting  many  site  visits  throughout  the 
summer.  Even  if  you  can  volunteer  for  only  one  census  visit,  your  efforts  will  be  welcomed.  Assistance  with 
establishing  the  transects  and  producing  a  site  map  is  also  being  sought. 

Chuck  Rosenburg 

WTw 

CONTEST  -  CONTEST 

Design  a  cover  for  the  soon  to  be  released  B.O.S.  membership  roster. 

Send  your  (one  or  more)  entry  with  an  identifying  number  on  the  back  and  a  sealed  envelope  with  your 
name  within  and  your  identifying  number  on  the  outside.  The  judges  will  not  know  the  designer  when  picking  the 
winning  entry. 

Send  your  offering(s)  to:  Dr.  David  R.  Cooper,  5065  Woodland  Dr.,  Lewiston,  NY  14092. 

•  Contest  closes  June  1,  1995 

•  Judges  will  be  selected  by  the  B.O.S.  Council. 

•  An  award  will  be  given  to  the  person  whose  design  is  chosen. 

MEMBERSHIP  NEWS 

The  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  wishes  to  congratulate 
the  following  new  active  members: 

Thomas  Burk 
Michael  Davis 
Michael  Hamilton 
Cathy  Mueller 
Bert  Schweigert 
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Welcome  to  the  following  new  Associate  Members: 

Laura  Jill  Dahl 
139  16th  Street 
Buffalo,  NY  14213 
881-0523 

Sonya  &  Jack  Mansfield 
349  Roycroft  Blvd. 

Snyder,  NY  14226 
839-0588 

Davis  A.  Nawrocki 
271  Barbados  Dr. 

Cheektowaga,  NY  14227-2529 
668-3297 

«£•  Ml  %£#  Map  a* 

in  in  in  in 


BOS  MEETINGS 


Feb.  8:  Gerry  Rising  will  give  a  summary  of  census  data  over  the  years  and  discuss  interpretations  and 

conclusions  based  thereon. 

Feb.  22:  Rigel  Peron  will  share  information  collected  during  his  study  of  the  Great  Blue  Heron  Colony  at 

Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge. 

Mar.  8:  Richard  Knapton  will  present  a  program  discussing  quagga  mussels  and  zebra  mussels  and  how 

shorebirds  interact  with  these  species.  NOTE:  the  program  will  start  at  7:30  with  the  business 
meeting  to  follow. 

Mar.  22:  Ken  Roblee  of  the  D.E.C.  will  explain  the  plans  developed  for  Buckhom  Island  State  Park.  NOTE: 

the  program  will  start  at  7:30  with  the  business  meeting  to  follow. 


Apr.  12:  Chris  Agard  of  the  Nature  Conservancy  in  Rochester  will  present  the  results  of  a  study  of  song  bird 

migration  around  Lake  Ontario.  NOTE:  the  program  will  start  at  7:30  with  the  business  meeting  to 
follow. 

Apr.  26:  William  C.  Vaughan  Memorial  Lecture:  James  J.  Brett  —  Hawk  Mountain  Sanctuary:  A 

Global  Perspective. 


If  you  would  like  to  present  a  program  or  have  a  suggestion  for  a  speaker  or  a  topic,  please  contact  Michael 
Davis  at  874-2721. 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  1 
through  June  15,  inclusive,  except  for  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December.  Meetings  begin  at 
7:30  p.m.  and  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020  Humbolt  Parkway,  Buffalo,  New  York. 
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FIELD  TRIPS 


Feb.  5:  Sunday.  Niagara  River  and  Falls.  Meet  at  Vermont  &  Busti  at  8:00  a.m.  or  at  8:30  on  the  Canadian 

side  at  the  first  parking  lot  0.6  mi.  upstream  from  the  Peace  Bridge.  Leaden  Mike  Hamilton  (881- 
6709). 

Feb.  19:  Sunday.  Canadian  Owl  trip.  Meet  at  Vermont  &  Busti  at  9:00  a.m.  or  at  9:30  on  the  Canadian  side 

at  the  first  parking  lot  0.6  mi.  upstream  from  the  Peace  Bridge.  Leaders:  Blayne  Faman  (905-834- 

7541)  and  Dave  Cooper  (284-41 18). 

Mar.  18:  Saturday  not  Sunday.  Lake  Ontario  Plains  of  eastern  Niagara  County.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  in  Wright’s 

Comers  (north  of  Lockport)  on  Rt.  78  at  the  Tops’  Market  a  block  north  of  the  Rt.  104  intersection. 
Leader:  Willie  D’ Anna  (731-4348). 

Mar.  26:  Sunday.  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  for  waterfowl.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Tanning  Bed,  0.1 

mi.  east  of  Main  and  Transit.  Leader:  David  Suggs  (826-2868). 

Apr.  2:  Sunday.  Daylight  Savings  Time  begins. 

Apr.  9:  Sunday.  BOS  April  Bird  Count.  Leader:  TBA. 

Apr.  15:  Saturday  not  Sunday.  Hawk  migration  at  Grimsby,  Ontario.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Bob  Evans 

parking  lot  in  Niagara  Falls,  NY  where  1-190  crosses  Niagara  Falls  Blvd.  (Rt.  62)  or  go  directly  to 
Beemer  Conservation  Area.  This  is  30  miles  into  Canada  on  the  QEW  on  the  escarpment  above 
Grimsby.  Leader:  Bill  Burch  (773-3690). 

Apr.  23:  Sunday.  Braddock  Bay  Hawk  Watch.  Joint  trip  with  the  Rochester  GOS.  Meet  at  7:00  a.m.  at 

Tanning  Bed,  0.1  mi.  east  of  Main  and  Transit.  We  will  join  the  GOS  at  9:30  at  the  Braddock  Bay 
Park  shelter.  Leaders:  Mike  Zebehazy  (662-6987)  and  Bob  Spahn  of  GOS. 

Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Trip  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 

jM  Mj 

»Iw  ww  wlw 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a  -Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings,  call  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  896-5200. 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler 

Mr.  William  D’Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Drive  Extension,  Niagara  Falls,  NY  14304. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer  Michael  Hamilton,  172  Allen  Street,  Buffalo,  NY  14201. 

Back  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  @  $0.50  per  copy. 

Editor:  Charles  D.  Halvorsen,  212  Main  Street,  West  Seneca,  NY  14224. 
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THE  MONTH:  January,  1995 

Although  the  Southern  Tier  counties  of  southwestern  New  York  continued  to  enjoy  what  Vivian  Pitzrick 
describes  as  “an  open  winter”  until  mid- January,  the  counties  bordering  Lake  Erie  and  Lake  Ontario  in  the  B.O.S. 
study  area  ran  the  gamut  of  meteorological  excesses  during  the  month.  After  a  wet  but  mild  New  Year’s  Day,  a 
low  pressure  system  with  brisk  winds  and  falling  temperatures  descended  on  the  Great  Lakes  region.  Once  again 
the  warm  (40°F)  waters  of  Lake  Erie  generated  locally  heavy  snow  squall  activity  dumping  up  to  20  inches  of 
snow  in  the  “snowbeit”  region  south  of  Buffalo  on  January  2nd  and,  on  the  following  day,  Buffalo  and  its 
northern  suburbs  experienced  a  10  to  15  inch  snowfall,  the  heaviest  in  the  city  in  ten  years.  Lake  effect  squalls  off 
of  lake  Ontario  deposited  lesser  amounts  in  eastern  Niagara  and  Orleans  counties.  The  flow  of  cold  Arctic  air 
across  the  region  persisted  until  January  12th  when  a  strong  southerly  flow  of  warm  gulf  air  moved  up  the 
Atlantic  coast  displacing  the  high  pressure  system.  Record  high  temperatures  of  66°(F)  on  January  14th  and  67°(F) 
o  the  15th  were  noted.  The  above  average  temperatures  which  persisted  until  January  20th,  precipitated  the  most 
pronounced  January  thaw  since  1950,  climaxed  by  a  heavy  overnight  rainfall  on  the  20th  exceeding  one  inch, 
causing  local  flooding  in  Niagara  and  Orleans  counties.  A  northwest  flow  of  cold  air  which  entered  the  region  on 
the  following  day  and  generated  more  snow  squall  activity  ended  the  period  on  a  more  seasonal  note.  At  month’s 
end,  the  temperature  of  Lake  Erie  was  35°(F).  Average  temperature  for  the  month  at  Buffalo  was  29.7°(F),  6. 1 
degrees  above  normal;  precipitation  at  Buffalo  measured  4.89  inches,  2.19  inches  above  normal;  snowfall 
measured  23.1  inches,  2.6  inches  below  normal  for  the  month.  Only  19%  of  possible  sunshine  was  recorded, 
13%  below  average.  (Meteorological  data  as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport.) 

One  of  the  more  remarkable  records  of  the  Christmas  Bird  Counts  conducted  within  the  boundaries  of  the 
B.O.S.  study  area  this  season  was  that  of  three  Harlequin  Ducks  seen  on  the  Niagara  Falls,  NY  — Niagara  Falls, 
Ontario  count  on  December  27th.  On  that  date,  Willie  D’Anna  and  Betsy  Potter  saw  an  immature  male  Harlequin 
Duck  in  Lake  Ontario  at  the  mouth  of  Four  Mile  Creek  in  the  Town  of  Porter,  across  the  Niagara  River,  Canadian 
participants  on  the  count  reported  an  immature  male  of  this  rare  winter  vagrant  in  Lake  Ontario  east  of  Port  Weller 
and  a  third  Harlequin  Duck,  an  adult  male,  was  seen  at  Niagara-on -the- Lake  on  that  date.  Thus  the  discovery  of 
possibly  second  adult  male  Harlequin  Duck  in  the  Niagara  River  at  Thompson’s  Hole  just  north  of  the  business 
distnct  in  Fort  Ene,  Ontario  on  January  14th  was  somewhat  anti-climactic  but  nonetheless  exciting  to  the  many 
bird-watchers  who  saw  it.  One  year  ago,  a  female  Harlequin  Duck  appeared  at  this  location  on  New  Year’s  Day 
and  wintered  there  for  two  months.  The  male  Harlequin  Duck  was  observed  almost  daily  all  month  either  in  the 
water  or  on  the  shoreline  of  the  river  between  Thompson’s  Hole  and  upriver  to  just  north  of  the  Peace  Bridge.  On 
January  30th,  Gordon  Bellerby  received  an  unexpected  bonus  in  finding  an  adult  female  Harlequin  Duck  in  its 
company  at  Thompson’s  Hole.  Both  birds  were  seen  there  again  of  the  31st. 
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On  January  1st,  for  the  second  consecutive  year,  a  gray  phase  Gyrfalcon  was  seen  on  the  Audubon 
Society  Christmas  Bird  Count.  Bob  Andrle  observed  the  bird  perched  in  a  large  tree  on  the  fog-shrouded 
Woodlawn  Beach  in  the  Town  of  Hamburg  where  it  remained,  unmindful  of  his  presence,  for  twenty  minutes. 
Presumably  this  is  the  same  gray-phase  Gyrfalcon  seen  by  Willie  D’Anna  and  his  party  perched  on  the  flat  roof  of 
a  grain  elevator  on  Ganson  Street  in  Buffalo  on  January  8th  and  again  on  the  16th  w  hen  it  was  seen  by  Dave  and 
Debra  Suggs  a  short  distance  away  on  a  grain  elevator  on  Ohio  Street. 

Beyond  Coincidence  is  the  reappearance  of  an  adult  Merlin  for  the  fifth  winter  on  the  Main  Street  campus 
of  the  State  University  of  New  York  School  of  Medicine  in  Buffalo.  The  bird  was  first  observed  on  January  2nd 
by  Dave  Suggs  predictably  perched  in  a  Ginko  tree  on  the  south  side  of  Farber  Hall  on  the  campus,  one  of  three 
trees  of  this  species  along  that  building  favored  as  roosting  sites  by  the  Merlin.  Suggs  and  Ellen  Schopp  have  been 
the  bird’s  faithful  chroniclers  since  it  first  appeared  on  the  campus  in  juvenile  plumage  in  December,  1990. 
Veteran  area  bird-watchers  will  recall  that  celebrated  winter  resident  of  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario,  an  adult  male 
Barrow’s  Goldeneye  which  for  eight  years  until  1985,  reappeared  each  season  at  the  water  impoundment  area  just 
north  of  the  rapids  in  the  Niagara  River  above  the  Canadian  Falls. 

The  unreasonably  mild  weather  lingering  into  January  brought  dividends  to  area  bird-watchers  in  the 
record  number  of  reports  of  some  “half  hardy”  species  attempting  to  winter  in  our  study  area  These  include 
American  Robins  and  Yellow-rumped  Warblers.  Mike  Morgante  tallied  650  robins  in  one  flock  that  he  observed 
during  the  Audubon  Society  Christmas  Count  on  January  1st.  Also  on  the  1st,  Doug  Happ  and  Tim  McAllister 
were  surprised  to  see  a  small  flycatcher  alighting  in  a  bush  on  the  edge  of  Hardt  Road  in  the  Town  of  Eden  which, 
when  scrutinized  proved  to  be  an  Eastern  Phoebe,  a  record  late  date  for  our  region.  For  the  third  consecutive  year, 
wintering  Savannah  Sparrows  have  been  recorded  here  in  January.  Terry  Mosher  identified  two  among  a  flock  of 
Tree  Sparrows  on  the  Van  Buren  Road  in  the  Town  of  Pomfret  in  Chautauqua  County  on  January  24th.  The  open 
waters  and  ice-free  shoreline  of  area  lakes  during  much  of  the  month  also  resulted  in  a  record  number  of  reports  of 
Tundra  Swan,  either  very  late  migrants  or  wintering  birds.  These  include  a  flock  of  27  swans  in  the  bay  on  Lake 
Erie  at  Point  Abino,  Ontario  which  included  three  immature  birds  seen  by  Mike  Broderick  on  January  22nd;  45 
swans  flew  or  Bob  Sundell’s  residence  in  the  City  of  Jamestown  on  the  18th. 

Among  the  interesting  lands  seen  in  January  was  an  adult  Black-legged  Kittiwake  observed  on  the  2nd  by 
Willie  D’Anna  while  participating  in  the  Port  Colbome,  Ontano  Christmas  Bird  Count  on  that  date.  D’Anna  was 
scanning  a  mixed  flock  of  Great  Black-backed,  Hemng,  and  Ring-billed  Gulls  tacking  against  a  cold  west  wind 
over  Lake  Erie  at  the  foot  of  Bessey  Road  when  he  noticed  a  smaller  gull  among  them  which  he  identified  as  an 
adult  kittiwake  by  its  size,  wing  configuration,  and  jet  black  wingtips.  The  adult  Black-legged  Kittiwake  is 
apparently  more  pelagic  in  its  winter  habitat  preferences  than  immature  specimens  and  is  rarely  recorded  away 
from  salt  water.  D’ Anna’s  find  represents  only  the  fourth  record  for  our  study  area.  On  the  late  afternoon  of 
January  29th,  Gordon  Bellerby  counted  16,200  Bonaparte’s  Gulls  flying  out  of  the  Niagara  River  into  Lake 
Ontano;  11  Little  Gulls  were  also  tallied  among  them.  It  was  a  maximum  January  for  Bonaparte’s  Gulls  in  the 
eight  years  that  Bellerby  has  conducted  this  flypast  study.  He  opined  that  the  mild  weather  and  an  unusually 
population  of  cyprinodont  forage  fishes  has  kept  these  gulls  lingering  in  the  Niagara  River  this  winter. 

Finally  this  writer  must  take  this  opportunity  to  correct  erroneous  information  imparted  in  this  column  last 
month  concerning  occurrence  of  the  Ross’  Gull  south  of  Alaska  in  North  America.  The  gull  was  recorded  below 
the  55th  parallel  in  southwest  British  Columbia  in  1966  and  was  seen  at  Newburyport,  Massachusetts  when  it 
attracted  the  attention  of  the  American  media,  in  1974,  not  1975.  It  was  recorded  nesting  below  the  54th  parallel  at 
Moosonee,  Ontano  in  1982. 


J.F.T. 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification 
according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (B.O.S.  1991)  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 


Name  of  Bird 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(0  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area. 

Jan.  Number  Location 

Observer 

Common  Loon 

1 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Rew  et  al 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

13,16 

3 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew,  Horbet 

Homed  Grebe 

23 

4 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

D’Anna.  Potter 

D. -crest.  Cormorant 

1,28 

1,1 

Niagara  Falls 

Rew, Morgan te  et  al 

44 

10,13,16 

13,12,12 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mosher,Rew,Horbett 

44 

14 

2 

Niagara-on-Lake 

Morgante 

Great  Blue  Heron 

21 

19 

Strawberry  Is. 

Watson 

Tundra  Swan 

12 

2 

Buckhom  Is.  S.P. 

Chilton 

44 

18 

45 

over  Jamestown 

S  unde  11 

44 

18 

7 

Celoron 

Sundell 

44 

o-> 

27 

Point  Abino,  Ont. 

Broderick 

44 

25 

3 

Strawberry  Is. 

Watson 

4 

28 

8 

Beaver  Is.  S.P. 

Morgante  et  al 

Wood  Duck 

5,18 

1,2 

Celoron 

Sundell 

Northern  Pintail 

12 

4 

Buckhom  Is.  S.P. 

Chilton 

44 

23 

4 

Shadigee 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Gad  wall 

14 

12 

Niagara  Falls 

Morgante 

American  Wigeon 

6 

5 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

Yoerg 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

23 

5 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

44 

28 

12 

Niagara  Falls 

Morgante 

Canvasback 

7 

1000 

Beaver  Is.  S.P. 

Morgante 

44 

25 

1000  est. 

Strawberry  Is. 

Watson 

Redhead 

15 

70 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Holmes 

44 

15 

66 

Willoughby  Twp.,  Ont. 

Davis 

Ring-necked  Duck 

6,25 

2  3 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Y oerg,  Davis 

44 

17 

25 

'  Wheatfield  Twp. 

Andrle,  Thill 

44 

25 

2 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Watson 

Greater  Scaup 

30 

2750 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Davis 

Lesser  Scaup 

7 

4 

Beaver  Is.  S.P. 

Morgante 

Harlequin  Duck 

14-28 

1  male 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Many  observers 

44 

30 

1  female 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Bellerby 

44 

31 

1  m+  1  f 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Andrle  et  al 

Surf  Scoter 

14 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

14,28 

1 

Niagara-on-Lake 

D’Anna,  Potter 

White- winged  Scoter 

1 

4 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

Morgante 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

23 

80 

Yates  Twp. 

44 

27 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Davis 

Hooded  Merganser 

1,14 

5,2 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Rew, Morgante  et  al 
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Name  of  Bird 

.Jan. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Hooded  Merganser 

6 

2 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Yoerg 

44 

15,20 

2 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

(4 

16 

3 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew,  Horbett 

4 

21 

6 

Buckhom  Is.  S.P. 

Chilton 

44 

25 

1 

Strawberry  Is. 

Watson 

Ruddy  Duck 

16 

1 

Barcelona  Harbor 

Rew,  Horbett 

Bald  Eagle 

9-31 

1  ad  +  1  imm 

Queenston,  Ont. 

Bellerby,  many  observers 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

3 

1 

Y  oungston 

Broderick 

44 

7,28,30 

1,1,1 

Beaver  Meadow  N.C. 

M  &  D  Junkin 

44 

13 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

44 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

22 

1-31 

1 

8  reports 

Eden  Valley 

Western  New  York 

Andrle 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

7 

4 

Porter  Twp. 

Morgan  te 

44 

28,29 

1,3 

Amity  Twp. 

V  &  M  Pitznck 

44 

29 

1 

Dunkirk 

Broderick 

44 

29 

1 

Scio  Twp. 

V  &  M  Pitzrick 

Merlin 

2,6,9 

1 

Buffalo 

Suggs 

44 

6,9 

1 

Buffalo 

Schopp 

Peregrine  Falcon 

18 

1 

Dunkirk 

Rew 

Gvrfalcon 

1 

1 

Woodlawn 

Andrle 

44 

8 

1 

Buffalo 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

161 

1 

Buffalo 

D  &  D  Suggs 

American  Coot 

7 

1 

Lewiston  Twp. 

Morgan  te 

44 

14,28-3 1 

5,1 

Niagara-on-Lake 

Bellerby 

44 

15,30 

1,1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont 

Holmes, Davis,Bellerby 

44 

16 

232 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew,  Horbett 

44 

21 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Watson 

Purple  Sandpiper 

22 

5 

Goat  Island 

Davis,  Rader 

Little  Gull 

6-51 

1-4 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo 

Y oerg,  many  observers 
D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

14 

6 

Lewiston 

44 

22 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Potter,  D’Anna 

44 

29 

11 

Niagara-on-Lake 

Bellerby 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

29 

16200 

Niagara-on-Lake 

Bellerby 

Iceland  Gull 

14,28 

2  5 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 

Morgante,  D’Anna  et  al 
D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

00 

4-5 

Niagara  Falls 

L.Black-b.  Gull 

28 

3 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

28 

1  adult 

Niagara  Falls 

D’Anna  etal 

44 

30 

1  ad  +  1  imm 

Niagara  Falls 

D’Anna 

Glaucous  Gull 

oo 

+*** 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

D  &  D  Suggs 

44 

28 

3-5 

Niagara  Falls 

Morgante  et  al 

Great  Black-b.  Gull 

18 

14 

Celoron 

Sundell 

44 

30 

490 

Niagara  Falls 

D’Anna 

Black-leg.  Kittiwake 

2 

1  adult 

Port  Colbome,  Ont. 

D’Anna 

Snowy  Owl 

6 

1 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

Yoerg 

44 

15,18 

1 

Arcade 

Holmes 

Long-eared  Owl 

25 

4 

Pendleton  Twp. 

Watson 

44 

26 

2 

Cambria  Twp. 

John  Thill 

44 

31 

5 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Thill  et  al 

Short-eared  Owl 

2 

1 

Porter  Twp. 

D  &  D  Suggs 

44 

28 

13 

Bertie  Twp. 

Thills 

Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

1 

1 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

Broderick 

Northern  Flicker 

23 

8 

Yates  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Eastern  Phoebe 

1 

1 

Eden  Twp. 

Happ,  McAllister 

16 
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Name  of  Bird 

Jan. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Homed  Lark 

1 

40 

Newstead  Twp. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 
D’Anna,  Potter 

E.a.  alpestns 

23 

150 

Somerset  Twp. 

American  Crow 

16 

2000 

Buffalo 

Broderick 

Tufted  Titmouse 
Carolina  Wren 

1-31 

29 

6  reports 
1-2 

Western  New  York 
Lancaster  Twp. 

Morgante 

Winter  Wren 

12 

1 

Buckhom  Is.  S.P. 

Chilton 

Eastern  Bluebird 

1 

8 

Orchard  Park  Twp. 

Holmes 

44 

8 

10 

Porter  Twp. 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

11,13 

3,3 

PomfretTwp.  . 

Mosher,  Rew 

44 

17,19 

2,1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitznck 

44 

22 

6 

Clarence  Twp. 

Morgante 

44 

28 

5 

Amity  Twp. 

M.  Pitzrick 

44 

29 

5 

Shendan  Twp. 

Broderick 

American  Robin 

1 

650  one  flock 

Orchard  Park  T wp. 

Morgante 

44 

1-31 

15  max 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

44 

11 

69 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

44 

13 

20 

Kenmore 

John  Thill 

44 

23 

105 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

24 

30 

West  Seneca  Twp. 

Bee 

44 

29 

162 

Niagara  County 

Davis 

Northern  Mockingbird 

19 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Chilton 

Cedar  Waxwing 

1 

73 

Orchard  Park  Twp. 

Holmes 

44 

23 

100 

Yates  &  Carlton 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

28 

75 

Yates  Twp. 

Morgante 

44 

28 

50 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

Morgante 

Northern  Shrike 

1,24 

1,1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

44 

8 

1 

Cambria  Twp. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

8 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

9 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

44 

23 

3 

Somerset  to  Carlton 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

28 

1 

Niagara-on-Lake 

D’Anna  et  al 

Yellow-r.  Warbler 

8 

1 

Porter  T  wp. 

D’Anna,  Turisk 

44 

12 

5 

Buckhom  Is.  S.P. 

Chilton 

44 

13 

3 

PomfretTwp. 

Mosher 

44 

29 

3 

Lake  Erie  S.P. 

Broderick 

Rufous-s.  Towhee 

23 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

28 

2 

Willoughby  Twp.,  Ont. 

Thills 

Amer.  Tree  Sparrow 

29 

100 

Amity  Lake 

V.  Pitzrick  et  al 

Field  Sparrow 

28 

0 

Willoughby  Twp.,  Ont. 

Thills 

Savannah  Sparrow 

24 

2 

PomfretTwp. 

Mosher 

Swamp  Sparrow 

2 

1 

Port  Colbome,  Ont. 

D’Anna 

44 

11 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

44 

12,29 

1,2 

Buckhom  Is.  S.P. 

Chilton,  D  &  D  Suggs 

Lapland  Longspur 

23 

4 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna 

Snow  Bunting 

22 

25 

Yates  Twp. 

D  &  D  Suggs 

44 

24 

25 

Yates  Twp. 

Mosher,  Chilton 

44 

31 

150 

Somerset  Twp. 

Broderick 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

3,31 

15,4 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess,  Watson 

44 

15 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

44 

22 

17 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Broderick 

Rusty  Blackbird 

22 

1 

Pomfret  Twp.(f) 

Moshers 

44 

28 

11 

Port  Colbome,  Ont. 

Watson 

Common  Grackle 

27 

1 

Tonawanda 

Watson 

17 
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Name  of  Bird  Jan.  Number  Location  Observer 

Common  Grackle  31  2  Tonawanda  Tvvp.  Watson 

Purple  Finch  1-31  8  reports  throughout  region 

Pine  Siskin  14  1  Amity  Lake  Pitznck 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  .  105 

Total  for  year . 105 


Other  species  observed  in  January:  Canada  Goose,  Amer.  Black  Duck,  Mallard,  Oldsquaw,  Com. 
Goldeneye,  Bufflehead,  Com.  Merganser,  Red-br.  Merganser,  Nor.  Hamer,  Red-tailed  Hawk,  Amer.  Kestrel, 
Ring-neck.  Pheasant,  Ruffed  Grouse,  Wild  Turkey,  Ring-billed  Gull,  Herring  Gull,  Rock  Dove,  Mourning 
Dove,  E.  Screech  Owl,  Gr.  horned  Owl,  Belted  Kingfisher,  Red-bellied  Woodpecker,  Downy  Woodpecker, 
Hairy  Woodpecker,  Pilated  Woodpecker,  Blue  Jay,  Bl. -capped  Chickadee,  Red-br.  Nuthatch,  White-br. 
Nuthatch,  Brown  Creeper,  Golden-cr.  Kinglet,  European  Starling,  Northern  Cardinal,  Song  Sparrow,  Wh.- 
throated  Sparrow,  Dark-eyed  Junco,  Brown-headed  Cowbird,  House  Finch,  American  Goldfinch,  House 
Sparrow. 


^c^e^cite^c^c^c^c 


Summary  of  Dial-a-Bird  Activity  for  January  1995 

The  highlights  of  Dial-a-Bird  and  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  Hotline  activity  in  January  were  the 
continued  sightings  of  the  Gyrfalcon  around  the  Buffalo  River,  the  pair  of  Harlequin  Ducks  at  Fort  Erie,  Ontario, 
and  a  Hams'  Sparrow  near  Letchworth  State  Park.  The  Harlequin  Ducks  and  Gyrfalcon  have  remained  in  the  area 
long  enough  to  allowed  many  observers  a  chance  to  see  these  rare  winter  visitors,  though  it  takes  a  little  luck  to 
find  the  Gyrfalcon.  Thanks  to  the  local  birders  who  kept  the  details  up  to  date  on  the  falcon,  I  was  able  to  provide 
information  to  visiting  birders  from  New  York  City  and  Cleveland,  Ohio,  who  used  Dial-a-Bird  to  request  extra 
help  finding  the  Gyrfalcon.  Doug  Bassett,  naturalist  at  Letchworth  State  Park,  reported  an  immature  Harris' 
Sparrow  at  a  feeder  in  Perry,  New  York,  and  left  his  phone  number  for  interested  persons  to  call  for  details. 

A  total  of  83  messages,  from  58  different  callers,  described  72  species  during  January.  Since  the  main 
announcement  is  limited  to  four  minutes,  not  every  sighting  can  be  mentioned,  but  all  accounts  are  appreciated. 

David  F.  Suggs 


4esfB3|c4s3|C3te9|e4e 

A  Tip  for  a  Trip  to  the  Ontario  Plain 

Though  these  few  sentences  have  nothing  to  do  directly  with  birding,  they  may  make  for  a  little  more 
pleasant  day  next  time  you  visit  the  Lake  Ontario  Plain.  About  a  year  ago  we  discovered  a  mce  little  restaurant  on 
Route  104  in  the  small  community  of  Ridgewood  (about  2  miles  east  of  Route  78  or  about  where  Hess  Rd.  comes 
in  from  the  north).  The  name  is  Quail  Ridge  Public  House.  The  food  is  excellent  and  often  exotic— but  not  the 
pnce!  We  “lucked  out”  and  had  wild  boar  (from  the  Texas  hill  country).  Being  a  new  venture  for  the  young  couple 
who  own  it  (they’ve  worked  and  “chefed”  for  at  least  1  or  2  of  Buffalo’s  finest  “eateries”)  they  are  still  in  the 
process  of  fine  tuning  things.  During  the  months  of  January  and  February  they’re  closed  on  Sunday 
(unfortunately),  Monday  and  Tuesday.  For  more  information  phone  438-2040. 

Peter  A.  Yoerg  (834-6316) 
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Hawk  Expert  Bill  Clark  To  Speak 
In  Hamilton,  Ontario 

Bill  Clark,  author  of  the  Peterson  Field  Guide  to  Hawks  of  North  A/nerica,  will  be  in  Hamilton  on  Friday, 
April  21  and  Saturday  ,  Apnl  22,  He  will  give  a  slide  presentation  each  evening  at  7:30  at  the  Canada  Centre  for 
Inland  Waters. 

Friday  night  will  be  devoted  to  the  fine  points  of  hawk  identification  and  Saturday  night  to  “Eagles  of  the 
World”,  a  slide  talk  based  on  Mr.  Clark’s  extensive  travels  studying  raptors  in  their  natural  haunts.  During  the  day 
on  Saturday,  he  will  watch  the  hawk  migration  at  Beamer  Memorial  Conservation  Area  near  Gnmsby. 

Bill  Clark  is  a  renowned  speaker,  tour  leader,  and  author.  He  is  recognized  as  North  America's  top  expert 
on  hawk  identification.  He  leads  hawk  watching  tours  around  the  world  thorough  his  own  company,  Raptours. 

The  Niagara  Peninsula  Hawkwatch  and  Hamilton  Naturalists’  Club  are  co-sponsonng  Mr.  Clark’s  visit. 
Tickets  to  one  or  both  evening  presentations  are  $10  for  members  of  either  organization  and  $15  (Can.)  for  non¬ 
members.  One  ticket  covers  both  evenings. 

Tickets  are  available  from  Gordon  Bellerby  (BOS  corres.  member)  at  either  $15  (Can.)  or  $11.50  (US). 
Buying  a  ticket  in  advance  assures  a  seat,  but  if  any  of  the  300  seats  remain  untaken  tickets  will  be  sold  at  the 
door.  Another  source  of  tickets  and  information  is  Bruce  Duncan,  1049  Kirkwall  Rd.,  RR  1,  Dundas,  Ont.  L9H 
5E1  (519-622-4109). 

A  map  is  printed  on  each  ticket.  The  Centre  is  on  Eastport  Drive,  close  to  the  QEW  Burlington  Bay 
Skyway  Bridge.  It  is  just  north  of  the  Ship  Channel  and  is  on  the  west  or  harbor  side  of  the  Skyway.  To  reach  it 
leave  the  Skyway  by  one  of  three  exits  and  proceed  to  the  water  level  Burlington  Lift  Bridge,  the  Centre  will  be 
close  at  hand. 

Bill  Burch 


What  Is  A  Life  Bird  Worth? 

by  David  Junkin 

On  Saturday  January  21,  we  received  word  from  a  visiting  couple  that  an  immature  plumaged  Harris  Sparrow 
( Zonotrichia  querula )  as  reported  on  the  Rochester  Birding  Hotline,  was  at  a  home  in  nearby  Perry,  NY.  Harris’ 
Sparrow  would  be  a  life  bird  for  both  my  wife  and  me. 

The  message  on  the  hotline  gave  the  name  of  the  homeowner  and  the  location  of  the  house  so  on  Monday,  our 
day  off,  after  finding  that  the  homeowner  had  no  listing  in  the  phone  book,  Marty  and  I  drove  to  the  location, 
found  the  house  and  proceeded  into  the  yard  to  park  the  car. 

We  had  been  told  of  a  barking  three-legged  dog  on  the  premises.  We  had  also  been  informed  that  in  order  to 
see  the  bird,  we  had  to  knock  on  the  residence  door  and  go  into  the  house  to  observe  from  inside.  On  looking 
around  from  our  car,  we  saw  two  signs.  “Beware  of  the  Dog”  was  one  and  “No  Trespassing”  was  the  other.  Both 
appeared  to  be  new  signs.  We  looked  around  a  little  nervously  and  sure  enough,  beside  the  car,  sniffing  around, 
was  the  three-legged  dog.  It  was  about  the  size  of  a  retriever.  I  cautiously  opened  the  car  door  and  the  dog 
approached  and  sniffed  my  hand. 

As  I  emerged  from  the  car,  the  dog  emitted  a  growl  and  it  kept  growling.  But,  I  reasoned,  I  have  to  go  to  the 
door  and  knock  so  I  started  up  the  driveway  preceded  by  this  growling  dog  which  remained  three  feet  in  front  of 
me  as  I  took  slow  steps.  About  half  way  up  the  driveway,  as  I  turned  to  look  back  at  the  car,  I  noticed  the  dog 
move  closer,  still  growling.  I  decided  to  keep  facing  the  dog  and  came  to  a  stop.  Whether  I  made  it  to  the  door  or 
not,  I  knew  my  partner  would  stay  in  the  car.  Since  we  share  as  many  bird  sightings  as  we  can,  I  decided  that  the 
dog  won  and  I  retreated  to  the  car,  a  little  bit  shaken. 

And  as  we  drove  away,  we  realized  that  the  effect  of  seeing  (or  not  seeingO  the  bird  would  be  less  of  an 
experience  than  whatever  beheld  us  in  the  countenance  of  his  master’s  voice.  Anyway  who  wants  to  see  an 
immature  Hams’  Sparrow  that  is  not  really  in  its  best  plumage?  So  we  look  forward  to  a  winter  vacation  to  North 
Dakota. 
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BufFalo  Ornithological  Society  Region  Christmas  Counts:  1994 


Beaver 

Chstnt 

Dunk 

James 

Niagara 

Oak 

Port 

- - - - - 

SL 

SL 

N 

Mdw 

BufTalo 

Ridge 

Fred 

town 

Falls 

Orchard 

Colb 

Scio 

Bona 

Cath 

TOT 

C 

Date 

Dec  27 

Dec  18 

Jan  1 

Jan  1 

— 

Dec  18 

Dec  27 

.  -  - 

Dec  27 

— 

Jan  2 

Dec  17 

Dec  17 

Dec  18 

— 

Red -throated  Loon 

- [ - 

12 

— 

— 

10 

22 

2 

Common  Loon 

l 

2 

15 

12j 

30 

4 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

1 

3 

9 

| 

13 

3 

Homed  Grebe 

3 

_ 

2 

82 

87 

3 

Red-necked  Grebe 

_ 

| 

_ 

5| 

5 

1 

grebe  species 

1 

1 

1 

Double-cr.  Cormorant 

6 

3 

15 

15 

39 

4 

Great  Blue  Heron 

1 

16 

2 

2 

7 

11 

2 

1 

6 

4 

52 

10 

Tundra  Swan 

3 

65 

1 

69 

3 

Canada  Goose 

1 

1696 

16 

856 

1279 

2424 

2116 

326 

2 

552 

1477 

10745 

11 

Wood  Duck 

2 

18 

20 

2 

American  Black  Duck 

72 

9 

16 

34 

23 

16 

8 

6 

6 

29 

219 

10 

Mallard 

2 

1864 

461 

654 

786 

586 

308 

225 

10 

112 

1077 

6085 

11 

Mallard  hybrid 

2 

2 

1 

Northern  Pintail 

11 

2 

13 

2 

Northern  Shoveler 

1 

1 

1 

Gadwall 

30 

7 

7 

44 

3 

American  Wigeon 

8 

2 

20 

2 

32 

4 

Canvas  back 

1248 

7 

304 

1559 

3 

Redhead 

17 

2 

2 

21 

3 

Ring-necked  Duck 

6 

6 

1 

Greater  Scaup 

782 

162 

22 

183 

1149 

4 

Lesser  Scaup 

6 

20 

28 

7 

61 

4 

scaup  species 

28 

11 

39 

2 

Harlequin  Duck 

3 

3 

1 

Oldsquaw 

3426 

6501 

9927 

2 

White-winged  Scoter 

1 

303 

148 

452 

3 

scoter  species 

15 

15 

30 

2, 

Common  Goldeneye 

2531 

128 

25 1 

37 

894 

171 

7 

338 

4131 

8 

Bufflehead 

288 

47 

64 

159 

188 

3 

216 

965 

7 

Hooded  Merganser 

40 

2 

10 

76 

33 

161 

5 

Common  Merganser 

3798 

40 

6 

13 

946 

89 

12 

7 

432 

5343 

9 

Red-br.  Merganser 

48 

5 

123 

82 

1 

274 

533 

6 

duck  species 

1 

38 

5 

2 

46 

4 

Bald  Eagle 

2 

2 

1 

Northern  Harrier 

7 

3 

1 

2 

7 

11 

12 

2 

2 

47 

9 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

3 

6 

3 

2 

5 

7 

3 

1 

1 

8 

39 

10 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

2 

2 

3 

1 

3 

4 

4 

3 

3 

3 

2 

30 

11 

Northern  Goshawk 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

2 

~T 

1 

5 

3 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

29 

105 

33 

10 

87 

147 

83 

50 

16 

16 

183 

759 

11 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

1 

3 

16 

7 

4 

1 

6 

38 

7 

American  Kestrel 

5 

21 

4 

3 

14 

61 

37 

12 

1 

70 

228 

10 

Merlin 

2 

2 

1 

Peregrine  Falcon 

1 

1 

1 

Gyrfalcon 

1 

1 

1 

Ring-necked  Pheasant 

4 

6 

6 

13 

2 

32 

6 

Ruffed  Grouse 

9 

2 

4 

1 

4 

8 

2 

30 

7 

Wild  Turkey 

26 

14 

37 

48 

2 

32 

34 

193 

7 

American  Coot 

81 

210 

3 

1 

2 

297 

5 

Common  Snipe 

1 

_ 

1 

1 
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Beaver 

Chstnt 

Dunk 

James 

Niagara 

Oak 

Port 

SL 

SL 

\ 

Mdw 

Buffalo 

Ridge 

Fred 

town 

Falls 

Orchard 

Colb 

Scio 

Bona 

Cath 

TOT 

C 

Date 

Dec  27 

Dec  18 

Jan  1 

Jan  1 

Dec  18 

Dec  27 

Dec  27 

— 

Jan  2 

— 

Dec  17 

Dec  17 

Dec  18 

Little  Gull 

1 

1 

l 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

3865 

48 

501 

8 

22468 

174 

306 

27370 

7 

Ring-billed  Gull 

18 

3724 

294 

1846 

1801 

_ 

4051 

662 

2015 

253 

1 

1160 

15825 

11 

Herring  Gull 

L  L 

2947 

28 

24 

12' 

15428 

50 

1772 

20263 

9 

Iceland  Gull 

1 

r4 

2 

2 

Lesser  Bl. -backed  Gul 

1 

i 

2 

2 

Glaucous  Gull 

1 

2 

2 

i 

6 

4 

Great  Bl. -backed  Gull 

376 

22 

54 

1 

1346 

144 

178 

2121 

7 

BL-leg.  Kittiwake 

1 

1 

1 

Ross'  Gull 

1 

1 

1 

gull  species 

312 

5 

317 

2 

Rock  Dove 

500 

1905 

702 

89 

1057 

988 

157 

275 

379 

663 

848 

7563 

11 

Mourning  Dove 

113 

682 

425 

98 

433 

659 

240 

354 

150 

186 

1142 

4482 

11 

Eastern  Screech-Owl 

2 

12 

5 

_ 

6 

7 

8 

3 

7 

50 

8 

Great  Horned  Owl 

10 

7 

1 

9 

7 

5 

5 

1 

~ 121 

57 

9 

Snowy  Owl 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Barred  Owl 

1 

1 

1 

Long-eared  Owl 

6 

10 

2 

18 

3 

Short-eared  Owl 

2 

2 

1 

Belted  Kingfisher 

4 

2 

2 

7 

3 

8 

26 

6 

Red-head.  Woodpecker 

1 

1 

1 

Red-bell.  Woodpecker 

1 

9 

4 

13 

7 

1 

1 

1 

37 

8 

Yell  -bell.  Sapsucker 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Downy  Woodpecker 

52 

110 

95 

20 

81 

119 

25 

36 

25 

18 

120 

701 

11 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

10 

15 

14 

4 

17 

21 

6 

9 

7 

2 

26 

131 

11 

Northern  Flicker 

2 

45 

19 

4 

10 

45 

11 

11 

43 

190 

9 

Pileated  Woodpecker 

7 

7 

2 

1 

1 

3 

21 

6 

Eastern  Phoebe 

1 

1 

1 

Horned  Lark 

2 

82 

1 

7 

1 

93 

5 

Blue  Jay 

255 

618 

356 

69 

364 

368 

48 

89 

221 

125 

744 

3257 

11 

American  Crow 

1277 

501 

835 

246 

974 

984 

153 

354 

331 

483 

11050 

17188 

11 

Common  Raven 

2 

2 

1 

Bl. -capped  Chickadee 

589 

447 

1080 

157 

705 

673 

253' 

388 

391 

358 

758 

5799 

11 

Tufted  Titmouse 

8 

28 

36 

4 

17 

18 

4 

1 

14 

10 

5 

145 

11 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch 

6 

3 

15 

2 

11 

1 

1 

5 

2 

6 

52 

10 

Wh. -breasted  Nuthatcl 

32 

49 

59 

10 

89 

35 

28 

13 

40 

35 

36 

426 

11 

Brown  Creeper 

5 

14 

10 

2 

3 

26 

11 

7 

4 

1 

17 

100 

11 

Carolina  Wren 

‘  2 

9 

1 

1 

2 

15 

5 

Winter  Wren 

1 

1 

10 

3 

15 

4 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

14 

37 

30 

5 

24 

37 

17 

31 

23 

5 

45 

268 

11 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

1 

6 

7 

2 

Eastern  Bluebird 

15 

16 

14 

12 

2 

3 

5 

67 

7 

Hermit  Thrush 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

American  Robin 

7 

752 

931 

52 

27 

1261 

101 

8 

38 

262 

3439 

10 

Gray  Catbird 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

Northern  Mockingbirc 

6 

36 

4 

72 

118 

4 

Cedar  Waxwing 

113 

120 

439 

54 

333 

381 

73 

141 

33 

161 

1848 

10 

Northern  Shrike 

1 

2 

1 

2 

6 

1 

1 

1 

1 

16 

9 

European  Starling 

2832 

23295 

3225 

1941 

1868 

12820 

5112 

2599 

752 

1132 

7674 

63250 

11 

Yellow-rump.  Warbler 

3 

1 

2 

20 

6 

4 

3 

39 

7 

Pine  Warbler 

1 

1 

1 

Com.  Yellowthroat 

1 

1 

1 

1 

21 


Vol.  61  No.  2 


Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  Region  Christmas  Counts:  1994 


Beaver  | 

Chstnt 

Dunk 

James 

Niagara 

Oak 

Port 

St 

St 

N 

Mdw 

Buffalo 

Ridge 

Fred 

town 

Falls 

Orchard 

Colb 

Scio 

Bona 

Cath 

TOT 

C 

Date 

Dec  27 

Dec  18 

Jan  1 

Jan  1 

Dec  18 

Dec  27 

Dec  27 

Jan  2 

Dec  17 

Dec  17 

Dec  18 

Northern  Cardinal 

33 

199 

249 

21 

/  101 

329 

31 

46 

27 

25 

433 

1494 

11 

Rufous-sided  Towhee 

2 

1 

— 

3 

2 

Am.  Tree  Sparrow 

120 

332 

144 

103 

107 

467 

233 

178 

27 

41 

618 

2370 

11 

Field  Sparrow 

4 

4 

1 

Fox  Sparrow 

1 

1 

1 

Song  Sparrow 

7 

28 

16 

8 

6 

40 

21 

15 

1 

3 

77 

222 

11 

Swamp  Sparrow 

1 

4 

1 

5 

7 

18 

5 

White- thr.  Sparrow 

18 

68 

16 

22 

12 

113 

7 

2 

4 

12 

34 

308 

11 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

20 

2 

4 

5 

31 

62 

5 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

338 

133 

514 

86 

178 

510 

80 

108 

125 

169 

535 

2776 

11 

Snow  Bunting 

5 

9 

8 

13 

35 

4 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

6 

72 

12 

2 

56 

148 

5 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

1 

1 

1 

meadowlark  species 

1 

1 

1 

Rusty  Blackbird 

2 

2 

1 

Common  Grackle 

1 

3 

1 

10 

37 

1 

53 

6 

Brown-headed  Cowbir 

29 

37 

232 

21 

4 

53 

93 

157 

626 

8 

Purple  Finch 

7 

1 

16 

5 

6 

1 

36 

6 

House  Finch 

293 

622 

954 

185 

884 

985 

470 

839 

314 

164 

1118 

6828 

11 

crossbill  species 

1 

1 

1 

Common  Redpoll 

7 

7 

1 

Pine  Siskin 

2 

6 

3 

11 

3 

American  Goldfinch 

126 

141 

161 

2 

74 

290 

69 

51 

16 

69 

454 

1453 

11 

Evening  Grosbeak 

30 

1 

31 

2 

House  Sparrow 

331 

2235 

870 

135 

814 

3273 

865 

1724 

243 

360 

3032 

13882 

11 

Total  Species 

45 

76 

60 

50 

66 

93 

48 

58 

48 

45 

89 

120 

Total  Individuals 

7253 

56104 

12392 

7652 

12892 

78137 

11401 

10727 

3767 

4789 

44217 

249331 

No.  of  Observers 

12 

53 

19 

40 

19 

63 

206 

Additional  Birds  Seen  During 

Count  W 

eek 

Tundra  Swan 

5 

Mute  Swan 

X 

Wild  Turkey 

X 

X 

Snowy  Owl 

X 

Barred  Owl 

X 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

1 

Marsh  Wren 

X 

Homed  Lark 

3 

« 

Snow  Bunting 

1 

Pine  Siskin 

X 

Compilers: 

VS 

''a  ter  fowl 

41656 

Beaver  Meadow:  David  Junkin 

Hawks 

1154 

Buffalo:  Bill  Bogacki 

Gulls 

65909 

Dunkirk-Fredonia:  Joanne  Goetz 

Woodpeckers 

1083 

Jamestown:  Bob  Sundell 

— 

Native  Non- Passerines 

115210 

Chestnut  Ridge:  Linda  Holmes 

T  its,  Wrens,  Kinglets 

6827 

Niagara  Falls:  K.  O.  Roy,  Willy  D'Anna 

Sparrows  &  allies 

7293 

Oak  Orchard:  Gail  Seamans 

Blackbirds  &  allies 

831 

Port  Colbome:  Drew  Campbell 

Finches 

8367 

Scio:  Elizabeth  Brooks 

1 

Native  Passerines 

49393 

St.  Bonaventure:  Regina  VanScoy 

Introduced  Species 

84727 

St.  Catharines:  Mary  Ellen  Hebb 

I 

|  TOTAL 

249331 
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The  preceeding  summary  of  Christmas  bird  counts  from  the  B.O.S.  study  area  was  compiled  by  Gerry  Rising. 
We  thank  him  for  his  efforts,  ed. 

a# 

^ 

CONTEST  -  CONTEST 

Design  a  cover  for  the  soon  to  be  released  B.O.S.  membership  roster. 

Send  your  (one  or  more)  entry  with  an  identifying  number  on  the  back  and  a  sealed  envelope  with  your 
name  within  and  your  identifying  number  on  the  outside.  The  judges  will  not  know  the  designer  when  picking  the 
winning  entry. 

Send  your  offenng(s)  to:  Dr.  David  R.  Cooper,  5065  Woodland  Dr.,  Lewiston,  NY  14092. 

•  Contest  closes  June  1,  1995 

•  Judges  will  be  selected  by  the  B.O.S.  Council. 

•  An  award  will  be  given  to  the  person  whose  design  is  chosen. 

'r#r#r*p*r*p*r*i* 

BOS  MEETINGS 


Mar.  22:  Ken  Roblee  of  the  D.E.C.  will  explain  the  plans  developed  for  Buckhom  Island  State  Park.  NOTE: 

the  program  will  start  at  7:30  with  the  business  meeting  to  follow. 


Apr.  12:  Chris  Agard  of  the  Nature  Conservancy  in  Rochester  will  present  the  results  of  a  study  of  song  bird 

migration  around  Lake  Ontario.  NOTE:  the  program  will  start  at  7:30  with  the  business  meeting  to 
follow. 


Apr.  26:  William  C.  Vaughan  Memorial  Lecture:  James  J.  Brett  —  Hawk  Mountain  Sanctuary:  A 

Global  Perspective.  He  will  discuss  how  the  Sanctuary  has  grown  to  become  an  internationally 
recognized  center  for  research  and  education  as  well  as  a  mecca  for  hawk  watchers.  Doors  will  open 
at  6:30  p.m.  This  talk  is  free  of  charge  and  open  to  all  interested  persons. 


If  you  would  like  to  present  a  program  or  have  a  suggestion  for  a  speaker  or  a  topic,  please  contact  Michael 
Davis  at  874-2721. 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  1 
through  June  15,  inclusive,  except  for  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December.  Meetings  begin  at 
7:30  p.m.  and  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020  Humbolt  Parkway,  Buffalo,  New  York. 

FIELD  TRIPS 


Mar.  18:  Saturday  not  Sunday.  Lake  Ontario  Plains  of  eastern  Niagara  County.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  in  Wright’s 

Comers  (north  of  Lockport)  on  Rt.  78  at  the  Tops’  Market  a  block  north  of  the  Rt.  104  intersection. 
Leader:  Willie  D’Anna  (731-4348). 
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Mar.  26: 

Sunday.  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  for  waterfowl.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Tanning  Bed,  0. 1 
mi.  east  of  Main  and  Transit.  Leader:  David  Suggs  (826-2868). 

Apr.  2: 

Sunday.  Daylight  Savings  Time  begins. 

Apr.  9: 

Sunday.  BOS  April  Bird  Count.  Leader:  TBA. 

Apr.  15: 

Saturday  not  Sunday.  Hawk  migration  at  Grimsby,  Ontario.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Bob  Evans 
parking  lot  in  Niagara  Falls,  NY  where  1-190  crosses  Niagara  Falls  Blvd.  (Rt.  62)  or  go  directly  to 
Beamer  Conservation  Area.  This  is  30  miles  into  Canada  on  the  QEW  on  the  escarpment  above 
Grimsby.  Leader:  Bill  Burch  (773-3690). 

Apr.  23: 

Sunday.  Braddock  Bay  Hawk  Watch.  Joint  tnp  with  the  Rochester  GOS.  Meet  at  7:00  a.m.  at 
Tanning  Bed,  0. 1  mi.  east  of  Main  and  Transit.  We  will  join  the  GOS  at  9:30  at  the  Braddock  Bay 
Park  shelter.  Leaders:  Mike  Zebehazy  (662-6987)  and  Bob  Spahn  of  GOS. 

May  7: 

Sunday.  Tifft  Nature  Preserve.  Meet  at  7:00  a.m.  in  the  Tifft  parking  lot.  This  is  a  half-day  tnp  for 
warblers.  Leader:  Don  Brasure  (834-6171). 

May  13-14: 

Saturday-Sunday.  Presque  Isle-Pymatuning  Weekend.  Contact  Mary  Savile  (662-5215)  for  details 
and  reservations  for  the  Saturday  night  dinner  and  program.  Even  a  one-day  trip  to  Presque  Isle  is 
very  good  for  warblers. 

May  21: 

Sunday.  BOS  May  Bird  Count.  Compiler  TBA. 

May  28: 

Sunday.  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie  for  warblers  and  shorebirds.  Meet  at  6:00  a.m.  at  Vermont 
and  Busti  or  at  6: 15  at  the  first  parking  lot  (0.6  mi)  upstream  from  the  Peace  Bridge  on  the  Canadian 
side.  Leader:  Richard  Byron  (662-4783). 

June  7: 

Wednesday.  Whip-poor-will  trip  and  Chinese  dinner.  Meet  at  6:00  p.m.  at  Vermont  and  Busti.  We 
will  eat  at  the  Lotus  Garden  Restaurant  in  Port  Colbome,  Ont.,  then  proceed  to  Wilson  Road,  which 
is  4  miles  west  of  town  on  Hwy.  3.  Non-eaters  can  meet  us  at  the  restaurant  at  7:30.  Call  the  leader, 
Victoria  Onorato  (833-9426)  for  dinner  reservations,  the  restaurant  is  at  182  West  Street  on  the  west 
bank  of  the  Welland  Canal.  It  is  about  a  block  south  of  the  southernmost  bridge  over  the  Welland 

Canal,  that  being  on  Clarence  Street.  They  offer  us  a  variety  of  combination  plates  at  about  $5.00. 
Also  coming  (details  in  future  issues): 

June  17:  Afternoon  trip  to  Iroquois  NWR  to  see  nesting  Prothonotary  Warblers. 


July  23: 

Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie. 

Aug.  27: 

Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie. 

Sept.  3: 

Tifft  Nature  Preserve. 

Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Tnp  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 

'r  'p  'P  *T*  *p  *P 
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For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a  -Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings,  call  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  896-5200. 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler 
Mr.  William  D’Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Drive  Extension,  Niagara  Falls,  NY  14304. 

CFIANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer:  Michael  Hamilton,  172  Allen  Street,  Buffalo,  NY  14201. 
Back  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  @  $0.50  per  copy. 

Editor:  Charles  D.  Halvorsen,  212  Main  Street,  West  Seneca,  NY  14224. 

Old  Bird  Publications  Available 

Willing  to  loan  indefinately  (or  possibly  give)  back  issues  of  the  Conservationist ,  Audubon  Field  Notes , 
and  the  Auk  (from  1932  -  complete  ?).  For  detals  contact  Peter  Yoerg  (834-63 16). 
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THE  MONTH:  February,  1995 


February  weather  was  wintry.  Since  mid-January,  the  equatorial  Pacific  waters  had  cooled  and  while  “El 
Nino”  still  generated  torrential  rains  along  the  California  coast,  the  position  of  the  Polar  Jet  Stream  which  was 
shifted  well  north  of  its  customary  path  in  December  by  the  atmospheric  hijinks  of  this  phenomenon,  was  once 
again  normal  in  its  seasonal  fluctuation  across  eastern  North  America.  (See  Prothonotarv,  vol.  61:1,  pg.  1).  On 
February  2nd,  a  strong  high  pressure  system,  reinforced  by  a  flow  of  Arctic  air  from  a  major  storm  system  out  of 
Labrador  on  the  4th,  brought  ten  days  of  below  average  temperatures  and  heavy  snowfall  to  the  region.  Once 
again,  the  open  waters  of  Lake  Erie  where  the  ambient  temperature  did  not  fall  to  32°  (F)  until  February  7th, 
generated  heavy  snow  squall  activity  in  the  snowbelt  south  of  Buffalo  which  shifting  wind  patterns  brought  into 
the  City  of  Buffalo  and  the  northern  suburbs  on  the  11th.  The  low  temperature  for  the  winter  of  -1°  (F)  was 
reached  on  the  5th  at  the  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport  with  a  low  of  -1 1°  (F)  reported  by  Vivian  Pitzrick  at 
Belmont  in  Allegany  County  on  the  11th  when  the  thermometer  reading  at  Buffalo  was  again  -1°  (F).  A  low 
pressure  system  with  warm  gulf  air  on  the  15th  brought  five  days  of  respite  and  ‘Dial-a-Bird’  tapes  monitored  by 
Dave  Suggs  on  February  20th  brought  reports  of  the  first  migrant  grackles,  Red-winged  Blackbirds  and 
cowbirds.  A  senes  of  weak,  fast-moving  cold  fronts  with  light  precipitation  ended  the  period.  The  average 
temperature  for  the  period  was  21.9°  (F),  2.6  degrees  below  normal;  precipitation  measured  2.62  inches,  3.1 
inches  above  normal  while  snowfall  measured  34.6  inches,  16.2  inches  above  average;  ice  did  not  form  on  Lake 
Erie  until  mid-month.  (Meteorological  data  as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport.) 

“What  are  the  odds  of  this  happening?”  queried  a  man  from  Toronto  in  conversation  with  the  writer  and 
his  wife.  We  were  part  of  a  small  group  of  bird-watchers  gathered  on  the  west  side  of  the  Welland  Canal  at  Port 
Weller,  Ontario,  1/2  mile  from  its  terminus  at  Lake  Ontario,  belatedly  hoping  for  a  glimpse  of  the  second  adult 
Ross’  Gull  in  as  many  months  to  be  seen  at  this  very  location!  (See  The  Prothonotarv  vol.  61:1)  The  conversation 
took  place  in  the  early  afternoon  of  March  2nd;  four  days  earlier  at  1:30  p.m.  on  Sunday,  February’  26th  two  bird¬ 
watchers  from  Toronto,  Roy  Baker  and  Dave  Milsum  discovered  the  gull  flying  over  the  frozen  surface  of  the 
canal  and  the  waste  treatment  basins  of  the  adjacent  sewage  treatment  plant  on  the  west  side  of  the  canal.  Only  70 
days  earlier,  three  Ontario  bird-watchers  recorded  the  first  sighting  of  this  rare  land  on  the  Niagara  Frontier  at  this 
site  which  was  also  the  scene  of  its  unfortunate  sequel  the  following  day.  It  must  have  been  with  a  sense  of 
unbelief  that  over  sixty  Canadian  and  American  bird-watchers  gathered  at  the  canal  within  hours  of  the  discovery 
on  February  26th  and  most  of  them  were  rewarded  w  ith  excellent  looks  at  the  gull  both  in  flight  over  the  canal  and 
sitting  on  the  grounds  of  the  sewage  treatment  plant.  Several  observers  commented  on  the  bedraggled  appearance 
of  the  bird  and  its  remarkable  tolerance  of  human  proximity.  It  continued  to  be  reported  at  Port  Weller  as  late  as 
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the  evening  of  February  28th  when  an  observer  saw  it  at  8:00  p.m.  sitting  by  roadside  under  the  illumination 
afforded  by  the  canal  lights.  The  wnter  paid  for  his  procrastination  by  missing  an  opportunity  to  see  this 
remarkable  gull  in  its  animated  state.  He  was  present  at  the  post-mortem  examination  of  its  predecessor  s  plumage 
on  December  18th  and  I  leave  it  to  my  learned  colleagues,  who  are  intrigued  by  such  problems,  as  to  whether  that 

constitutesan  ^  interesting  records  received  in  February  was  that  of  an  adult  female  Surf  Scoter  observed  by 
Frances  Rew  in  Dunkirk  Harbor  on  February  17th.  The  bird  was  in  a  flock  of  Buffleheads  and  easily  identified  by 
its  larger  size  dark  brown  bodv  with  “even  darker”  forehead  and  crown  with  diagnostic  two  white  spots  on  the 
head  and  one  at  the  base  of  the  tail.  Bob  Sundell’s  observation  of  a  flock  of  184  Coots  in  Dunkirk  Harbor  on 
February  °2nd  is  believed  to  be  a  record  high  count  for  that  harbor.  There  were  three  records  of  very  early  migran 
Turkev  Vultures-  on  February  19th  Dave  Cooper  and  some  40  members  of  a  B.O.S.  field  tnp  identified  a  vulture 
over  Sherk  Road  in  the  City  of  Port  Colbome,  a  record  early  date  for  this  species  in  our  study  area  Also  on  the 
19th  Gail  and  Dolores  Seamans  saw  a  vulture  in  the  Town  of  Danen  in  Genesee  County.  On  the  -6th,  Bill 
Watson  identified  a  Turkey  Vulture  over  Erie  Peat  Road  in  Wainfleet  Township,  Ontario.  Although  no  formal 
records  were  received  by  the  compiler,  ‘Dial-a-Bird’  tapes  indicated  several  sightings  of  the  adult  gray-phase 
Gvrfalcon  wintering  on  the  South  Buffalo  waterfront.  The  bird  was  most  frequently  in  a  six  block  area  bordering 
the  Buffalo  River  where  it  was  observed  hunting  from  a  perch  on  an  abandoned  railroad  trestle  on  Mackinaw 
Street  and  the  roof  of  a  grain  elevator  on  Childs  Street.  On  February  13th,  Willie  D’  Anna  and  Betsy  Potter  found  a 
wintering  Ruby-crowned  Kinglet  foraging  in  a  grove  of  saplings  at  Four  Mile  Creek  State  Park  in  the  Town  of 
Porter  in  Niagara  County.  D’Anna  also  reported  that  two  small  populations  of  Y ellow-rumped  Warblers  continued 
to  winter  in  Bond  Lake  County  Park  in  the  Town  of  Lewiston  and  at  Wilson-Tuscorora  State  Park  in  the  town  of 
Wilson  in  Niagara  County.  The  Yellow-rumped  Warbler  is  a  frugivorous  species  which  is  able  to  survive  mild 
winters  in  the  lower  latitudes  of  northeastern  North  America  by  subsisting  on  the  fruit  of  bayberry  shrubs  of  the 

genus  Myrica. 

J.F.T. 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed  written  \erification 
according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (B.O.S.  1991)  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(0  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area. 


Name  of  Bird 

Feb. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Common  Loon 

4 

1 

Wilson  Twp. 

D’Anna 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

3 

6 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mosher,  Chilton 

D. -crest  Cormorant 

11,22 

4,16 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Sundell 

Great  Blue  Heron 

19 

12 

Motor  Is.,  Niagara  R. 

Watson 

*Bl.-cr.  Night-Heron 

5 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mosher,  Neveu 

T undra  Sw  an 

9 

6 

Beaver  Is.  S.P. 

Hess 

44 

18 

31 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Chilton 

44 

19 

8 

Straw  berry  Is. 

Watson 

44 

28 

6 

Niagara-on-Lake 

Bellerby 

Northern  Pintail 

19 

2 

Tifft  N.P. 

D’Anna  etal 

American  Wigeon 

28 

1 

Amity  Twp. 

V  &  M  Pitzrick 

Redhead 

4 

22 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Watson 
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Name  of  Bird 

Feb. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Redhead 

19 

138 

Fort  Erie,  On t. 

Watson 

Ring-necked  Duck 

26 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Watson 

Harlequin  Duck 

2 

1  male,l  fem. 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Yoerg 

44 

19 

1  fem. 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Watson 

44 

19 

1  fem. 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Surf  Scoter 

11 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Sundell 

44 

17 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew 

White-winged  Scoter 

14 

2 

Niagara-on-Lake 

Bellerby 

44 

24,25 

3,5 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mosher,Chilton,Reu 

Hooded  Merganser 

3 

6 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mosher,  Chilton 

*Turkey  Vulture 

19 

1 

Port  Col  borne,  Ont. 

Cooper,  Faman(BOS) 

44 

19 

1 

Darien  Twp. 

Seamans 

44 

26 

1 

Wainfleet  Twp.,  Ont. 

Watson 

Bald  Eagle 

26 

1  imm. 

Port  Weller,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Watson  et  al 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

11 

1 

Tonawanda(f) 

Hess 

44 

12,18 

1 

Great  Valley  Twp. (0 

Schweigert 

D’Anna,  DiTommaso 

44 

18 

1 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 

44 

19 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Seamans 

44 

26 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

2 

1 

Buffalo 

Mueller 

44 

3-15 

1 

Wales  Tu  p. 

O.  Rosche 

44 

9,13,15 

1 

Eden  Valley(f) 

Andrle 

44 

18 

1 

Lewiston  Tu  p. 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

19 

1 

Great  Valley  Twp. 

Schweigert 

44 

20 

1 

Buffalo 

Yoerg 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

17 

1 

Pomfret  Tu  p. 

Rew 

44 

18 

3 

Porter  T u  p. 

D'Anna  etal 

44 

21 

1 

Silver  Creek 

Sundell 

44 

22 

1 

Stockton  Twp. 

Sundell 

44 

25 

1 

Friendship  Twp. 

M  &  V  Pitzrick 

American  Coot 

11,22 

128,184 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Sundell 

44 

28 

9 

Port  Weller,  Ont. 

Bellerby 

Little  Gull 

2 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Yoerg 

44 

3 

6 

Niagara-on-Lake 

Bellerby 

44 

4 

4 

Lewiston 

D’Anna 

44 

10 

1 

Buffalo 

Hess 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

3,6 

16,500,0 

Niagara-on-Lake 

Bellerby 

44 

11,22 

59,26 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Sundell 

Iceland  Gull 

2 

1-3 

Niagara  Falls 

Yoerg 

44 

5 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mosher,  Neveu 

44 

18 

1 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 

Rew  et  al 

Glaucous  Gull 

2 

3-4 

Niagara  Falls 

Yoerg 

*Ross’  Gull 

26 

1 

Port  Weller,  Ont. 

Andrle  etal 

44 

26 

1 

Port  Weller,  Ont. 

Watson 

44 

26,28 

1 

Port  Weller,  Ont. 

D’Anna  et  al 

*  Barred  Owl 

12 

1 

Great  Valley  Twp. 

Schweigert 

44 

19 

1-2 

Allegany  S.P. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 
D’Anna  et  al 

Long-eared  Owl 

4,18 

3,1 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 

44 

13 

1 

Cambria  Tu  p. 

Potter,  D’Anna 

44 

18 

1 

Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

D’Anna 

Pileated  Woodpecker 

19 

6-7 

Allegany  S.P. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Homed  Lark 
E.a.alpestris 

26 

50 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna 

28 
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Name  of  Bird 

Feb. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

*E.a.praticola 

26 

50 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna 

*  Comm  on  Raven 

19 

1 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

Tufted  Titmouse 

1-28 

6 

reports  throughout  WNY 

Winter  Wren 

18 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Chilton 

*Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

13 

1 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Eastern  Bluebird  2 

,19,26 

4,5,1 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitznck 

44 

13,18 

5,1 

Porter  T wp. 

D’Anna  et  al 

American  Robin 

13 

200 

Porter  Tw  p. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

24 

100 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

Northern  Mockingbird 

20 

1 

Athol  Springs 

Chilton 

Northern  Shrike 

4 

1 

Wilson  Twp. 

D’Anna 

44 

19 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

Seamans 

Yellow-r.  Warbler 

13 

2-3 

Wilson  Twp. 

D’Anna 

44 

18 

2-3 

Lewiston  Twp. 

D’Anna,  DiTommaso 

Rufous-s.  Towhee 

26 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

Song  Sparrow 

1-28 

4 

Eden  Valley  (0 

Andrle 

44 

26 

4 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

*White-cr.  Sparrow 

5 

6 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Mosher 

44 

18 

2 

Fort  Erie  Twp.  (f) 

Rew  et  al 

Lapland  Longspur 

26 

7 

Somerset  Tw  p. 

D’Anna 

Snow  Bunting 

26 

30 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

1 

22 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Watson 

44 

8 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

Rusty  Blackbird 

26 

15 

Wainfleet  Twp.,  Ont. 

Watson 

Common  Grackle 

19 

2 

Pomfret  Tw  p. 

Mosher 

44 

22 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

18 

20 

Porter  Twp. 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

21,22 

2,4 

Tonawanda  Twp.  (f) 

Hess 

Purple  Finch 

1-28 

3-8 

Wales  Twp.(f) 

O.  Rosche 

44 

1-28 

8-30 

Warsaw 

Kunze 

44 

1-28 

4-11 

Amity  Lake 

Pitznck 

44 

4-26 

6 

Great  Valley  Tw  p. 

Schweigert 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded .  105 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  .  8 

Total  for  year . 113 


Summary  of  Dial-a-Bird  and  Hotline  Activity  For  February  1995 

Winter  heated  up  quickly  in  late  February  when,  for  the  second  time  in  three  months,  a  Ross'  Gull  was 
discovered  in  the  Welland  Canal  at  Port  Weller,  Ontario.  The  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  Hotline  spread  the 
word  on  Sunday  afternoon,  February  26,  and  many  members  were  given  a  second  opportunity  to  see  this  rare 
gull.  Daily  updates  were  announced  on  Dial-a-Bird  and  transcripts  posted  to  Birdeast  and  NYSBirds  on  the 
Internet.  The  wintering  Gyrfalcon  and  the  pair  of  Harlequin  Ducks  were  described  throughout  the  month  along 
with  widespread  Eastern  Bluebirds,  American  Robins,  a  few  Yellow-rumped  Warblers  and  an  unusual  Ruby- 
crowned  Kinglet.  Six  owl  species  were  reported  from  the  annual  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  owl  tnp  to 
Ontario  plus  Peter  Yoerg's  account  of  Barred  Owls  at  Allegany  State  Park  and  a  Snowy  Owl  in  Clarence.  At  the 
end  of  the  month,  Dave  Nuveu's  postcard  from  Silver  Creek  listed  an  early  Red-throated  Loon  at  Dunkirk  Harbor 
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and  a  Red-shouldered  Hawk  in  Hanover.  Reports  of  Rusty  Blackbirds,  Common  Grackles  and  flocks  of  Red¬ 
winged  Blackbirds  and  Brown-headed  Cowbirds  pointed  to  the  coming  of  spring  in  Western  New  York. 

David  F.  Suggs 

CONTEST  -  CONTEST 

Design  a  cover  for  the  soon  to  be  released  B.O.S.  membership  roster. 

Send  your  (one  or  more)  entry  with  an  identifying  number  on  the  back  and  a  sealed  envelope  with  your 
name  within  and  your  identifying  number  on  the  outside.  The  judges  will  not  know  the  designer  when  picking  the 
winning  entry. 

Send  your  offering(s)  to:  Dr.  David  R.  Cooper,  5065  Woodland  Dr.,  Lewiston,  NY  14092. 

•  Contest  closes  June  1,  1995 

•  Judges  will  be  selected  by  the  B.O.S.  Council. 

•  An  award  will  be  given  to  the  person  w  hose  design  is  chosen. 

MEMBERSHIP  NEWS 


Welcome  again  to  the  following  Associate  Member: 

Dr.  Robert  Cotsen 
218  Middlesex 
Buffalo,  NY  14216 
874-2299 


BOS  MEETINGS 


Apr.  12:  Chris  Agard  of  the  Nature  Conservancy  in  Rochester  will  present  the  results  of  a  study  of  song  bird 

migration  around  Lake  Ontario.  NOTE:  the  program  will  start  at  7:30  with  the  business  meeting  to 
follow . 

Apr.  26:  William  C.  Vaughan  Memorial  Lecture:  James  J.  Brett  —  Hawk  Mountain  Sanctuary:  A 

Global  Perspective. 

May  10:  B.O.S.  members  Fran  Rew  and  Audrey  Horbett  will  share  highlights  of  their  trip  to  Antarctica. 

May  24:  Jerry  Farrell  will  present  a  program  on  waterfowl  propagation. 


30 


Vol.  61  No.  3 


June  14:  Annual  Picnic  at  Tifft  Nature  Preserve.  Bring  our  own  picnic  dinner  and  then  bird  with  us  at  Tifft  in 

the  early  evening.  This  will  be  our  last  meeting  before  the  summer  break.  However,  there  are  several 
field  trips  during  the  summer  months. 


If  you  would  like  to  present  a  program  or  have  a  suggestion  for  a  speaker  or  a  topic,  please  contact  Michael 
Davis  at  874-2721. 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  1 
through  June  15,  inclusive,  except  for  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December.  Meetings  begin  at 
7:30  p.m.  and  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020  Humbolt  Parkway,  Buffalo,  New'  York. 

FIELD  TRIPS 


Apr.  15:  Saturday  not  Sunday.  Hawk  migration  at  Grimsby,  Ontario.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Bob  Evans 

parking  lot  in  Niagara  Falls,  NY  where  1-190  crosses  Niagara  Falls  Blvd.  (Rt.  62)  or  go  directly  to 
Beemer  Conservation  Area.  This  is  30  miles  into  Canada  on  the  QEW  on  the  escarpment  above 
Grimsby.  Leader:  Bill  Burch  (773-3690). 

Apr.  23:  Sunday.  Braddock  Bay  Hawk  Watch.  Joint  trip  with  the  Rochester  GOS.  Meet  at  7:00  a.m.  at 

Tanning  Bed,  0. 1  mi.  east  of  Main  and  Transit.  We  will  join  the  GOS  at  9:30  at  the  Braddock  Bay 
Park  shelter.  Leaders:  Mike  Zebehazy  (662-6987)  and  Bob  Spahn  of  GOS. 

May  7:  Sunday.  Tifft  Nature  Preserve.  Meet  at  7:00  a.m.  in  the  Tifft  parking  lot.  This  is  a  half-day  trip  for 

warblers.  Leader:  Don  Brasure  (834-6171). 

May  13-14:  Saturday-Sunday.  Presque  Isle-Pymatuning  Weekend.  Contact  Mary  Savile  (662-5215)  for  details 
and  reservations  for  the  Saturday  night  dinner  and  program.  Even  a  one-day  trip  to  Presque  Isle  is 
very  good  for  warblers. 

May  21:  Sunday.  BOS  May  Bird  Count.  Compiler:  TBA. 

May  28:  Sunday.  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie  for  warblers  and  shorebirds.  Meet  at  6:00  a.m.  at  Vermont 

and  Busti  or  at  6: 15  at  the  first  parking  lot  (0.6  mi)  upstream  from  the  Peace  Bridge  on  the  Canadian 
side.  Leader:  Richard  Byron  (662-4783). 

June  7:  Wednesday.  Whip-poor-w  ill  trip  and  Chinese  dinner.  Meet  at  6:00  p.m.  at  Vermont  and  Busti.  We 

w  ill  eat  at  the  Lotus  Garden  Restaurant  in  Port  Colbome,  Ont.,  then  proceed  to  Wilson  Road,  which 
is  4  miles  west  of  tow  n  on  Hwy.  3.  Non-eaters  can  meet  us  at  the  restaurant  at  7:30.  Call  the  leader, 
Victoria  Onorato  (833-9426)  for  dinner  reservations,  the  restaurant  is  at  182  West  Street  on  the  w  est 
bank  of  the  Welland  Canal.  It  is  about  a  block  south  of  the  southernmost  bridge  over  the  Welland 
Canal,  that  being  on  Clarence  Street.  They  offer  us  a  variety  of  combination  plates  at  about  $5.00. 

June  17:  Sunday.  Afternoon  trip  to  Iroquois  NWR  to  see  nesting  Prothonotary  Warblers.  Meet  at  5:00  p.m. 

at  Tanning  Bed,  0.1  mi.  east  of  Main  &  Transit,  or  at  6:00  p.m.  on  Sour  Springs  Road  where  it 
crosses  Oak  Orchard  Creek. 

July  23:  Sunday.  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie.  Meet  at  7:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  and  Busti  or  at  7: 15  at  the  first 

parking  lot  (0.6  mi)  upstream  from  the  Peace  Bridge  on  the  Canadian  side.  Leader:  Richard  Bvron 
(662-4783). 
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Also  coming  (details  in  future  issues): 

Aug.  27:  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Ene. 

Sept.  3:  Tifft  Nature  Preserve. 


Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Top  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 

Finch  Disease  Spreads  North  &  West 

“In  the  winter  of  1993-94  bird  watchers  first  reported  seeing  House  Finches  with  swollen  or  crusty  eyes  at 
backyard  feeders.  By  October  1994  birds  with  these  symptoms  had  been  sighted  in  six  states  in  eastern  North 
America.  Birders  and  scientists  alike  were  concerned  about  the  rapid  spread  of  this  eye  disease,  which  according 
to  wildlife  pathologists  is  caused  by  a  parasitic  bacterium,  Mycoplasma  galliseptium. . 

...This  disease  seems  to  be  largely  confined  to  hous  Finches,  an  abundant  species,  and  relatively  few  birds 
are  affected.”1 

The  disease  is  also  refered  to  as  infectious  sinusitus.  It  is  reported  to  be  common  in  turkeys,  chickens  and 
other  galliform  birds  but  very  rarely  in  native  wild  turkeys.2 

Paul  Benham  has  reported  this  problem  at  his  feeder  in  Kenmore,  NY 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a-Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings,  call  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  (716)  896-5200. 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  follow  ing  month  to  the  Compiler: 
Mr.  William  D’Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Drive  Extension,  Niagara  Falls,  NY  14304. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer:  Michael  Hamilton,  172  Allen  Street,  Buffalo,  NY  14201. 
Back  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  @  $0.50  per  copy. 

Editor:  Charles  D.  Halvorsen,  212  Main  Street,  West  Seneca,  NY  14224. 


1  Birdscope  [News  and  Views  from  Sapsucker  Woods  -  Cornell  Laboratory  of  Ornithology]  Spring  1995/Volume  9,  Number  2 

2  Field  Manuel  od  Wildlife  Diseases  in  the  Southeastern  United  States,  William  R.  Davidson  &  Victor  F.  Nettles.  [Southeastern 
Cooperative  Wildlife  Disease  Study.  1988]  pp  238-239. 
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THE  MONTH:  March,  1995 

Save  for  a  brief  spell  of  snowy  and  uncomfortably  cold  weather  early  in  the  month,  March  was  pleasantly 
mild  and  dry.  Thanks  to  two  stationary  along  the  Atlantic  coast,  the  period  remarkably  free  of  the  major  weather 
disturbances  and  temperature  fluctuations  that  frequently  beset  us  at  this  season.  The  northwest  flow  of  cold  air 
that  brought  intermittent  snow  and  cold  temperatures  from  the  Midwest  on  March  8th  and  9th,  receded  to  the 
Atlantic  coast  where  a  stationary  ridge  of  high  pressure  formed  allowing  a  How  of  warm  air  of  the  Mississippi 
Valley  to  linger  over  the  Niagara  Frontier  for  ten  days  with  sunny  skies  and  unseasonably  warm  temperatures. 
The  spring  equinox  brought  more  seasonal  weather  on  a  flow  of  colder  air  from  the  Canadian  Man  times  but  once 
again  a  strong  ndge  of  high  pressure  along  the  Atlantic  coast  from  Canada  to  the  Carolinas  remained  stationary 
until  March  29th  and  we  continued  to  enjoy  dry  and  sunny,  although  colder,  weather  until  month’s  end.  The 
average  temperature  for  the  month  was  37.8°(F),  four  degrees  above  normal  with  58%  of  possible  sunshine,  13% 
above  average!  Total  percipitation  totaled  only  1.33  inches,  1.35  inches  below  normal  while  total  snowfall 
measured  only  4.3  inches.  (Meteorological  data  as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport.) 

The  most  remarkable  record  received  by  the  compiler  this  month  was  that  of  two  adult  Sandhill  Cranes 
observed  on  March  24th  by  Gordon  Bellerby  and  several  other  observers  from  a  road  bordering  a  pasture  east  of 
the  Willoughby  Marsh  Conservation  Area  and  north  of  the  Hamlet  of  Netherby  at  the  southern  boundary  of  the 
City  of  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario.  The  birds  were  originally  discovered  in  those  wetlands  on  March  17th  by  Cathy 
Sanderson  and  subsequently  were  seen  flying  in  tandem,  in  the  manner  of  a  territorial  pair,  returning  to  the  marsh 
area  behind  the  pasture  at  dusk  each  evening.  Just  thirty  years  ago,  Beardslee  and  Mitchell’s  classic  Birds  of  the 
Niagara  Frontier  Region  recorded  this  crane  as  “an  accidental  and  very  rare  vagrant”  but,  in  the  past  decade,  its 
status  in  our  study  area  has  been  upgraded  to  that  of  a  rare  but  virtually  annual  passage  migrant.  In  conversation 
with  Ron  Ridout  of  the  Long  Point  (Ont.)  Bird  Observatory,  the  writer  was  informed  that  the  Sandhill  Crane  has 
become  an  increasingly  common  spring  migrant  in  southern  Ontario  where  there  is  now  a  small  population  of 
breeding  birds.  A  mated  pair  has  been  observed  at  Long  Point  for  the  past  five  years  with  breeding  confirmed  in 
1993  and  1994.  Apparently  this  pair  and  a  second  pair  have  returned  this  spring;  a  breeding  pair  was  also 
observed  near  London,  Ontario  in  1994.  Ridout  also  points  out  that  there  are  thriving  breeding  colonies  of  this 
crane  in  central  Ontario  near  Sudbury  and  on  the  Manitoulin  Islands  in  Georgian  Bay.  He  thinks  that  it  is  possible 
that  the  destruction  of  wetlands  in  this  species’  traditional  breeding  grounds  in  the  west  and  northwest  may  compel 
the  displaced  populations  of  cranes  to  seek  suitable  habitats  further  south  in  eastern  Canada. 

This  unusual  prolonged  spell  of  warm  weather  in  early  March  brought  many  migrants  into  our  study  area, 
the  rising  temperatures  over  the  March  11- 12th  aroused  many  bird  watchers  out  of  their  winter  torpor  and  they 
were  rewarded  with  sightings  of  a  major  movement  of  Tundra  Swans  throughout  the  region.  On  March  1 12th,  Art 
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and  Mary  Clark  counted  450  Tundra  Swans  on  the  Swamp  Road  on  the  Chautauqua-Cattaraugus  County 
boundary  near  the  Village  of  Randolph  while  Bert  Schweigert  tallied  a  Hock  of  these  swans  at  the  Conewango 
Valley  WMA  on  that  date;  also  on  the  12th,  Mike  Dav  is  reported  400  Tundra  Swans  on  the  Niagara  River  at 
Buckhorn  Island  State  Park  on  Grand  Island.  On  March  1 1th,  Ton  Harper  and  Alice  McKale  discovered  a  Greater 
White-fronted  Goose  of  the  race  A.  a.  flcivirostris  among  a  Hock  of  Canada  Geese  un  a  field  off  N.Y.  Route  63  in 
the  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  in  Genesee  County  while  Dave  and  Debbie  Suggs  found  six  White-fronted 
Geese  in  a  large  Hock  of  “several  thousand”  Canada  Geese  in  a  wet  field  of  com  stalk  stubble  on  the  Orleans- 
Niagara  Town  Line  Road  in  the  Town  of  Yates.  Among  the  many  reports  of  ducks  and  other  waterfowl  in  passage 
through  the  region  this  month  was  the  unusual  sighting  of  an  Oldsquaw  by  Vivian  Pitzrick  an  Amity  Lake  in  the 
Town  of  Belmont  in  Allegany  County.  The  spring  passage  of  migrating  raptors  along  the  south  shore  of  Lake  Erie 
in  the  Town  of  Hamburg  this  year  was  once  again  monitored  by  Frances  Rew.  For  seventeen  days  in  whole  or 
part,  during  March  she  maintained  a  lookout  at  the  Lakeside  Cemetery  on  N.Y.  Route  75  assisted  by  Bob  Andrle 
and  Barbara  Walker  with  a  host  of  casual  observers  contributing  some  records1.  Ten  species  were  recorded  with  a 
maximum  daily  count  of  299  birds  on  March  25th  including  248  Turkey  Vultures.  Only  one  Bald  Eagle  was  seen, 
an  adult  bird  on  the  29th.  A  total  of  1,804  raptors,  including  six  unidentified  hawks,  was  the  lowest  for  March  at 
this  location  for  the  past  four  years.  In  an  otherwise  disappointing  day  (52  birds)  on  the  19th,  Rew  was  rewarded 
with  an  excellent  look  at  a  Peregrine  Falcon  Hying  over  the  cemetery  woods  just  west  of  her  observation  post.  The 
“Dial-a-Bird”  tapes  also  contained  a  report  of  two  Peregrine  Falcons  seen  Hying  over  downtown  Buffalo  between 
the  Statler  Office  Building  on  Delaware  and  the  City  Hall  on  Niagara  Square,  unfortunately,  no  documentation 
was  received  by  the  compiler.  Gordon  Bellerby  serves  as  compiler  for  the  1995  Niagara  Peninsula  Hawkwatch  at 
the  exceptional  observation  point  on  the  Niagara  Escarpment  at  the  Beamer  Conservation  Area  in  the  Town  of 
Grimsby,  Ontario  and  the  writer  is  indebted  to  him  for  the  following  highlights  of  the  March  raptor  Hight  there  - 
just  2  l/2  miles  west  of  our  study  area  boundary.  A  total  of  4,230  birds  of  12  species  passed  over  the  lookout 
including  11  Bald  Eagles  and  four  Golden  Eagles;  also  a  Merlin,  2081  Red-tailed  Hawks,  411  Red-shouldered 
Hawks,  63  Rough-legged  Hawks  and  734  Turkey  Vultures.  Maximum  Bight  days  were  March  13th  with  590 
birds  and  March  18th  with  507  birds. 

Once  again  this  month,  Gordon  Bellerby’s  late  afternoon  Hypast  studies  at  the  confluence  of  the  Niagara 
River  and  Lake  Ontario  at  Niagara-on- the-Lake  has  yielded  interesting  results,  (see  Proirwnotary ,  vol.  61:2,  pg. 
14).  On  March  26th,  he  counted  36  Little  Gulls  among  the  myriad  Bonaparte’s  Gulls  moving  out  of  the  river,  a 
record  count  for  our  study  area;  on  the  31st,  he  tallied  3,225  Bonaparte’s  Gulls,  a  record  number  for  this  study  in 
March. 

Finally,  Betsy  Potter  reported  interesting  owl  observations  in  Niagara  County  this  month.  On  March  20th, 
she  and  Willie  D’ Anna  found  a  migrant  Saw-whet  Owl  in  the  evergreen  grove  at  Four  Mile  Creek  State  Park  in  the 
Town  of  Porter  and  on  the  29th  she  found  a  second  migrant  Saw-whet  in  evergreens  at  Wilson-Tuscorora  State 
Park  in  the  Town  of  Wilson  where  she  was  also  surprised  to  discover  a  Bam  Owl  roosting  in  a  spruce  tree! 


Correction 


J.F.T. 


Protlwnotary ,  vol  61:3,  pg.  27,  2nd  paragraph,  line  4  should  read  “...head  and  one  at  the  base  of  the  bill.” 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification 
according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (B.O.S.  1991)  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 


1  A  summary  of  these  sightings  appears  later  in  this  issue. 
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L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area. 


Name  of  Bird 

Mar. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

*Red-throated  Loon 

20 

2 

Olcott 

D’Anna 

Common  Loon 

4 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Holmes 

44 

13 

1 

Olcott 

D’Anna.  Potter 

44 

14,16 

4,3 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Rew  et  al 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

12F 

1 

Celeron 

Sundell  et  al 

44 

12F 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Tunsk 

Horned  Grebe 

12F 

9 

4b* 

Randolph 

Schweigert 

44 

12F 

42 

Shadigee 

D’Anna  etal 

Great  Blue  Heron 

21 

21 

Clarence  Twp. 

Watson 

Bl.-cr.  Night-Heron 

6F-11 

1-2 

Buffalo 

Brock 

44 

28 

2 

Goat  Island 

Watson 

Tundra  Swan 

10,12 

71,400 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Chilton,  Davis 

44 

11,12 

303,158 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Rew  et  al 

44 

12 

450 

Conewango  Twp. 

A&M  Clark, Schweigert 

44 

12 

74 

Mansfield  Twp. 

Schweigert 

4 

12 

70-80 

Wales  Twp. 

O.  Rosche 

*Gr.  White-fr.  Goose 

11 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Harper,  McKale 

A. a.  flcivirostris 

12 

6 

Yates  Twp. 

D  &  D  Suggs 

*Snow  Goose 

5F,6 

3,2 

Porter  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

“  12,16,28 

13,3,5 

Yates  Twp. 

Many  observers 

44 

12,18 

M 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Harper,  Morgante 

44 

25 

1 

Tona wanda  W.M.A. 

D  &  D  Suggs 

Wood  Duck 

14F 

2 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

44 

18 

6 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante 

*Green-winged  Teal 

12F 

2 

Conewango  Valley  W.M.A. 

Schweigert 

44 

12F 

1 

Celeron 

Sundell  et  al 

44 

13 

1 

Wilson  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

21 

23 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Watson 

44 

25 

37 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Watson 

44 

26 

13 

Stockton  Twp. 

Mosher 

Northern  Pintail 

9 

23 

Beaver  Is.  S.P. 

Hess 

44 

11 

11 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

19 

210 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

*  Blue-winged  Teal 

21F 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Davis 

44 

23 

2 

Wales  Twp. 

O.  Rosche 

^Northern  Shoveler 

12F 

2 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna  etal 

44 

15 

6 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

44 

21 

24 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Watson 

Gadwall 

12F 

1 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Sundell  et  al 

44 

13 

1 

Porter  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

American  Wigeon 

9F 

10 

Beaver  Is.  S.P. 

Hess 

44 

12 

2 

Newstead  Twp. 

Watson 

44 

12 

1 

Celeron 

Sundell  etal 

44 

12 

10 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna  etal 

Canvasback 

12 

1100 

Grand  Island 

Davis 

Redhead 

12 

4 

Celeron 

Sundell  et  al 

44 

21 

4 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Watson 

44 

21 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

44 

26 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitznck 
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Name  of  Bird 

Ring-necked  Duck 


Oldsquaw 

44 

Surf  Scoter 

Ruddv  Duck 
* 

u 

Turkey  Vulture 

V 

44 

Bald  Eagle 

44 

44 


44 

*  Northern  Goshawk 

*  Red-shouldered  Hawk 

44 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

44 

Peregrine  Falcon 

American  Coot 

44 

44 

*Sandhill  Crane 

*Killdeer 

44 

^Common  Snipe 

44 

*  A  men  can  Woodcock 

44 

44 

Little  Gull 

44 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 
Iceland  Gull 

44 

Glaucous  Gull 
Great  Black-b.  Gull 
*Bam  Owl 
Snowy  Owl 
Long-eared  Owl 

44 

Short- eared  Owl 

44 

*Nor.  Saw- whet  Owl 


Mar. 

Number 

9 

3 

12 

5 

12 

14 

12 

12 

12 

15 

21 

22 1 

20 

5 

30 

1 

25 

2 

21F 

7 

24 

0 

4 

1 

4 

2 

11-28 

1-2  ad. 

13 

lad+limm 

20 

1 

20 

1 

20 

1  imm 

26 

5 

29 

1 

19 

1 

5F 

1 

7 

1 

11 

4 

12 

12 

19 

1 

1-3 

9 

19F 

5 

23 

1 

24 

0 

** 

4F 

1 

7 

1 

19F 

2 

26 

3 

10F 

1 

12 

2 

12 

1 

1,4 

U 

26,27 

36,29 

22,31 

705,3225 

4 

1 

4 

1 

4 

1 

31 

118 

29 

1 

5-11 

1 

20 

1 

20 

1 

4 

3-4 

5,10 

8,2 

4 

1 

20 

1 

29 

1 

Location 

Beaver  Is.  S.P. 

Newstead  Twp. 

Conewango  Valley  W.M.A. 

Celeron 

Tifft  N.P. 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 
Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 
Amity  Lake 
Buffalo  Harbor 
Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 
Chautauqua  Lake 
Sheridan  Twp. 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Iroquois  N.W.R.  &  vicin. 
Porter  Twp. 

Evans  Twp. 

Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Hamburg  Twp. 

East  Aurora 
Carrollton  Twp. 

Somerset  Twp. 

Dayton  Twp. 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Port  Weller,  Ont. 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

East  Aurora 
Netherby,  Ont. 

Dunkirk  Harbor 
Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

Machias  Twp. 

Royal  ton  Twp. 

Great  Valley  Twp. 

Amity  Lake 
Pomfret  Twp. 

Dunkirk  Harbor 
Niagara-on-the-Lake 
Niagara-on-the-Lake 
Port  Weller,,  Ont. 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 
Port  Weller,  Ont. 

Dunkirk  Harbor 
Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

Clarence  Twp. 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 
Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

Bertie  Twp.,  Ont. 

Royal  ton  Twp. 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 
Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 


Observer 

Hess 

Watson 

Schweigert 

Sundell  et  al 

Davis 

Watson 

Watson 

Pitzrick 

D’Anna 

Watson 

Sundell 

Moshers 

Rew’ 

Many  observers 
Potter,  D’Anna 
Chilton 

D’Anna,  Potter 

D’Anna,  Potter 

D’Anna,  Suggs  (BOS) 

Rew  et  al 

Rew 

Holmes 

Eaton 

Morgante 

Schweigert 

Rew 

Bellerby 

Watson 

Holmes 

Bellerby 

Holmes 

Potter 

Schweigert 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Schweigert 

Pitznck 

Moshers 

Chilton,  Holmes 

Bellerby 

Bellerby 

D  &  D  Suggs 

Morgante 

D  &  D  Suggs 

Rew 

Potter  et  al 
Morgante  et  al 
Potter,  D’Anna 
Potter 

Yoerg,  Henderson 
Jones 

Yoerg,  Henderson 
Potter,  D’Anna 
Potter 
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Name  of  Bird 

Mar. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Eastern  Phoebe 

16F 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Rew,  Dornhaffer 

44 

17 

1 

Pomfret  Twp. 

Moshers 

*Tree  Swallow 

20F 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Davis 

44 

26 

1 

Randolph  Twp. 

Schweigert 

44 

26 

1 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Rew  et  al 

Common  Raven 

13,31 

1,1 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitznck 

Tufted  Titmouse 

19 

6 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Carolina  Wren 

4 

o 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

11-25 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson  et  al 

44 

20 

1 

Evans  Twp. 

Chilton 

Winter  Wren 

10 

1 

WilliamsvilleGlen 

Yoerg 

44 

19 

1 

Cheektowaga  Twp. 

Davis,  Leung 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

21 

5 

Tifft  N.P. 

Davis 

44 

21 

4 

Clarence  Twp. 

Watson 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

4 

1 

Port  Weller,  Ont. 

Morganteetal 

*Amencan  Pipet 

26F 

0 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Northern  Shrike 

4 

1 

Niagara-on-the-Lake 

D  &  D  Suggs 

44 

4 

1 

EllicottvilleTwp. 

Schweigert 

44 

18 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante 

Yellow-r.  Warbler 

11 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

12 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Davis 

44 

15 

3 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

Rufous  s-.  Towhee 

4 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

24 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Davis 

Field  Sparrow 

20F 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Davis 

*Fox  Sparrow 

27F,30 

2  2 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

44 

29 

3-4 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Yoerg 

Swamp  Sparrow 

4 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Snow  Bunting 

4 

4 

Port  Weller,  Ont. 

Morgante 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

4F 

1 

Buffalo 

Yoerg 

44 

4F 

34 

Machias  Twp. 

Schweigert 

44 

4F 

50 

Wales  Twp.(f) 

O.  Rosche 

*  Eastern  Meadowlark 

1  IF 

2 

Lancaster  Tw  p. 

Morgante 

44 

1  IF 

2 

Clarence  Twp. 

Morgante 

Rustv  Blackbird 

19F 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

44 

20 

3 

Wilson  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Common  Grackle 

6 

1 

Buffalo 

Yoerg 

44 

7 

1 

Wilson  Twp. 

Potter 

Purple  Finch 

1-31 

1-8 

Amity  Lake(f) 

V  &  R  Pitznck 

44 

1-31 

3-12 

Wales  Twp.(f) 

O.  Rosche 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded .  113 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  .  18 

Total  for  year .  131 
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HAMBURG  HAWK  WATCH  -  March  1995 


DATE  SPECIES  TOTAL 


TV 

BE 

NH 

SS 

CH 

NG  RS 

RT 

RL 

AK 

PG 

3/4 

2 

1 

74 

2 

. 

79 

3/5 

2 

2 

3/7 

1 

1 

3/11 

1 

1 

17 

19 

3/12 

4 

1 

53 

1 

1 

60 

3/13 

4 

1 

1 

1 

38 

70 

1 

lib 

3/14 

2 

1 

1  5 

26 

2 

46 

3/15 

26 

4 

1 

46 

53 

130 

3/16 

32 

8 

2 

32 

91 

2 

167 

3/18 

27 

3 

2 

2 

32 

84 

5 

155 

3/19 

11 

2 

1  13 

23 

1 

1 

52 

3/20 

70 

8 

41 

51 

2 

172 

3/24 

27 

19 

46 

3/25 

248 

3 

10 

37 

1 

299 

3/26 

88 

4 

21 

80 

2 

1 

202* 

3/28 

138 

2 

6 

2 

148 

3/29 

85 

1 

1 

6 

2 

2 

23 

120 

7  b3 

1 

5 

3b 

17 

1  251 

710 

1 2 

11 

~r  <6) 

1  804 

♦Includes  6  unidentified  raptors. 

The  seventeen  days  of  at  least  some  coverage  at  this  watch  is  comparable  with 
that  provided  in  the  past.  However,  the  total  number  of  raptors  recorded  is  down 
from  the  previous  three  years  (see  chart  below).  The  unusually  warm  weather  in 
mid-month  which  lasted  for  a  full  week  brought  the  first  Red-Shouldered  Hawks 
in  numbers  not  expected  until  at  least  the  third  week  of  the  month.  Some  of  our 
highest  counts  of  this  species  have  come  at  the  end  of  the  month  such  as  the  413 
recorded  on  3/30/93  and  241  on  3/31/93.  Also  of  note  was  the  flight  on  3/25/95 
when  299  raptors  came  over  the  watch  on  a  very  strong  NNW  wind. 

1991  -  1994  COMPARISONS  WITH  OTHER  WATCHES 


HAMBURG 

BEAMER 

BRADDOCK  B. 

DERBY  HILL 

RIPLE 

1991 

1736 

4308 

2814 

3995 

3697 

1992 

1837 

3480 

1579 

2915 

3021 

1993 

2422 

2013 

1170 

2680 

2003 

1994 

2000 

5194 

5256 

2666 

3065 

Frances  M.  Rew 
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Summary  of  a  Field  Trip  to  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge 

The  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  Field  Top  to  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  on  March  26  was 
attended  by  about  20  birders.  The  weather  was  clear  and  dry,  with  moderate  northwest  winds,  and  temperatures 
in  the  30s  and  40s.  Throughout  Tonawanda  Wildlife  Management  Area  and  Iroquois  the  participants  identified 
about  50  common  species  between  8:00  am  and  3:00  pm.  The  swamps  and  marshes  of  Iroquois  and  Tonawanda 
are  ideal  for  a  field  trip  in  late  March.  Waterfowl  and  raptors  are  on  the  move,  while  passerines  are  represented  bv 
lingering  winter  visitors  and  early  spring  migrants. 

Eastern  Meadowlarks  and  Horned  Larks  were  seen  and  heard  in  Clarence  at  the  Lakeside  Turf  Farms 
enroute  to  the  swamps.  A  Hock  of  AmencanTree  Sparrows  were  along  the  side  of  Ditch  Road  and  Tree  Swallows 
were  flying  over  the  Tonawanda  marshes.  Four  accipiters  were  tentatively  identified  as  a  Cooper's  Hawk,  two 
Sharp-Shinned  Hawks  and  one  unknown. 

The  waterfowl  numbers  seemed  low,  and  the  ducks  tended  to  be  on  the  far  side  of  the  marshes.  Aside 
from  Canada  Geese,  surprisingly,  several  hundred  Ring-necked  Ducks  were  the  most  numerous  species.  Seen  in 
smaller  numbers  were  Pied-billed  Grebe,  Green-winged  Teal,  American  Black  Duck,  Mallard,  Northern  Pintail, 
Northern  Shoveler,  Gadwall,  American  Wigeon,  Greater  Scaup,  Common  Goldeneye,  Bufflehead,  Hooded 
Merganser,  and  Common  Merganser.  Wood  Ducks  must  have  been  present,  but  there  were  no  sightings  by  the 
whole  group.  Four  Tundra  Swans  were  found  late  in  the  day  at  Windmill  Marsh  in  the  Oak  Orchard  Wildlife 
Management  Area  and  six  more  in  the  Tonawanda  marshes. 

Although  they  are  now  seen  with  regularity.  Bald  Eagles  provided  the  highlight  for  the  day.  First,  an 
immature  was  seen  at  the  Cayuga  Overlook,  then  at  the  Visitors  Center,  the  "nest-cam"  provided  a  close  up  view 
of  an  adult  eagle  incubating  two  eggs.  At  the  bridge  on  Sour  Springs  Road,  while  watching  and  listening  to  an 
Eastern  Phoebe  and  several  Brown  Creepers,  an  adult  eagle  quickly  passed  overhead.  Last,  when  stopped  on  the 
shoulder  of  Route  63,  looking  through  the  Canada  Geese  on  the  Forrestall  Flats,  an  adult  and  immature  eagle  were 
found  high  in  the  sky,  along  with  a  Red-tailed  Hawk.  The  great  size  of  the  eagles  dwarfed  the  red-tail  as  the  three 
raptors  interacted  below  the  clouds  for  over  20  minutes.  Incidentally,  Alice  McKale  explained  that  the  Forrestal 
Rats  were  named  for  the  family  that  once  farmed  these  fields  to  the  northeast  of  Oak  Orchard  Ridge  Road  and 
Route  63. 


David  F.  Suggs 

February  Field  Trip  for  Owls  a  Success 

On  February  19,  1995  Blayne  Faman  did  again  w  hat  he  has  become  so  well-known  for.  He  led  40 
wayward  birders  in  15  motor  vehicles  to  the  promised  owl  lands  of  nearby  Ontario.  With  CB  radios  provided  by 
Brother  Bill  (Burch)  the  true  believers  crossed  the  Peace  Bridge  at  9:30  A.M.  to  invade  Canada  armed  with 
binoculars  and  spotting  scopes. 

The  sun  shone  warmly  on  our  mission  so  we  did  not  have  to  wander  far  from  customs  to  see  Short-eared 
Owls  in  flight  and  perched  also  in  fields  near  Fort  Erie.  Northern  Hamers  and  Red-tailed  Hawks  also  put  in  an 
appearance  as  Blayne  summoned  all  with  his  familiar  hand  clapping  routine  (the  crowd  did  a  little  soft  shoe  in 
response).  A  few  minutes  later  on  Sherk  Road  outside  Port  Colbome,  Rough-legged  Hawks  displayed  their  field 
marks  clearly  in  the  sun  while  Red-tailed  Hawks  and  a  Tentative  Northern  Hamer  floated  in  the  ether.  A  Kestrel 
watched  from  a  nearby  wire.  Around  the  comer  on  White  Road  and  Concession  #2  we  encountered  a  Turkey 
Vulture,  two  weeks  earlier  than  the  date  guide  indicated  he  had  a  right  to  be  there  (another  “write-up”).  A  Great 
Homed  Owl  fixed  our  attention  across  from  the  football  field  at  1645  Concession  #2.  She  swivelled  her  head 
while  sitting  on  eggs  in  her  nest  at  1 1  A.M. 

Onward  to  McDonald’s  Golden  Arches  for  food  and  facilities  but  not  until  our  hostess,  Jean  Farnan, 
provided  half-price  coupons  for  hungry  birders  while  Blayne  headed  off  to  check  his  previously  staked  out 
Screech  Owl.  Near  Su  gar  loaf  Street  in  Port  Colborne,  across  from  the  General  Hospital,  a  neatly  attired,  carefully 
groomed  gray  phase  Common  Screech  Owl  squinted  at  us  intermittently  from  his  hole  in  a  Box  Elder  tree  at  12:30 
P.M.  We  left  reluctantly  and  followed  the  leader  to  Morgan  Point  Road  where  we  snaked  through  a  cedar  grove  to 
be  wowed  by  an  immovable  Saw  Whet  Owl  seventeen  feet  away  from  us  at  a  height  of  eight  feet.  Nearby  crows 
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harassed  a  Great  Horned  Owl  as  we  flushed  Long-eared  Owls,  which  some  saw  only  for  a  few  seconds.  We 
collected  their  pellets  which  Lynne  Landon  dissected  for  a  lesson  in  small  mammal  jawbones.  “Pointy  brown- 
colored  teeth  crowns  mean  shrew  in  the  diet.” 

But  not  to  worry.  Very  shortly  thereafter  we  were  treated  to  perched  and  Hying  Long-eared  Owls  in  Wainfleet 
Concession  #6  at  Side  Road  44.  We  think  there  were  six  of  them.  Nice  views  were  enjoyed  of  their  rusty  facial 
disks,  slender  motionless  bodies,  and  erect  ear  tufts  in  Oat  open  light  between  deciduous  trees  and  more  shaded 
between  evergreen  boughs. 

What  a  day!  What  a  pilgrimage!  Euphoria  prevailed.  Our  thanks  to  Blayne  Faman  for  the  long,  hard, 
repeated  trips  out  in  the  cold  weather  of  the  preceding  weeks  to  locate  the  haunts  of  these  noiseless  fliers. 

David  R.  Cooper,  M.D. 

Note:  This  field  trip  report  should  have  appeared  in  our  last  issue.  It  was  inadvertently  omitted.  Our  apologies  to 
Dave  Cooper  and  our  readers,  ed. 


Summary  of  Dial-a-Bird  and  Hotline  Activity  -  March  1995 

The  only  report  on  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  Hotline  during  March  was  of  a  Greater  White- 
fronted  Goose  at  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  on  March  1 1. 

Dial-a-Bird  reports  were  highlighted  by  seven  species  of  owls,  including  a  Common  Barn-owl  at  Wilson- 
Tuscaurora  State  Park  and  Northern  Saw-whet  Owl  at  two  locations.  The  wintering  Gyrfalcon  was  last  seen 
March  5  along  the  Buffalo  River.  Nine  species  of  gulls  were  described  from  the  Niagara  River  and  the  Welland 
Canal  early  in  the  month.  By  the  end  of  March,  many  of  the  early  spring  migrants  had  arrived,  including  Killdeer, 
American  Woodcock,  Eastern  Phoebe,  Tree  Swallow,  Eastern  Meadowlark  and  Fox  Sparrow.  Unusual  reports 
for  March  were  a  Ruby-crowned  Kinglet  at  Port  Weller  and  a  Rose-Breasted  Grosbeak  at  a  feeder  in  Salamanca. 
Flocks  of  Tundra  Swans  were  widely  reported  between  March  9  and  March  16. 


David  F.  Suggs 


Noteworthy  Records  Database  Project 

In  1993,  Dean  DiTomassoand  Willie  D'Anna  compiled  a  computerized  database  of  the  BOS  Noteworthy 
Records  from  1964  through  1992.  Later  the  records  for  1993  were  added  to  create  a  thirty  year  span  including 
over  58,000  records.  Verification  records  from  1962  and  1963  are  also  included.  To  standardize  the  geographic 
locations,  the  respective  township  has  been  added  to  each  record.  This  database  is  quite  an  achievement  and  has 
great  potential  for  future  analysis. 

Since  the  database  represents  the  monthly  records  compiled,  verified  and  published  by  the  BOS,  it  seems 
the  Society  should  review  the  accuracy  of  the  translation  of  data  from  the  printed  page  to  computer  storage. 

After  discussions  with  Dean,  Willie,  and  statisticians  Bob  Andrle  and  Fran  Rew,  the  plan  is  to  reprint  the 
computer  records  as  booklets,  each  consisting  of  one  year's  records.  Volunteers  from  the  Society  will  be  asked  to 
compare  and  correct  the  booklets  according  to  the  records  published  in  the  Protfionotary.  The  database  will  then 
be  edited  to  match  the  booklets.  Each  year  of  records  consists  of  an  average  of  1750  lines;  ranging  from  2458 
lines  in  1976  to  1424  in  1982.  One  year's  records  could  probably  be  reviewed  in  two  hours,  and  I  do  not  believe 
there  will  be  a  great  number  of  corrections  required. 

Once  the  database  has  been  reviewed  and  corrected,  there  are  many  possibilities  for  the  distribution  of  this 
information.  The  data  file  could  be  made  available  in  many  formats  for  members  and  the  public.  Computer 
networks  and  public  bulletin  board  services,  such  as  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science's  BBS,  could  be  outlets.  The 
material  could  be  sorted  by  species  and  printed  as  a  library  of  species  record  booklets.  A  CD-ROM  disk  with  data 
and  a  viewing  application  could  be  created  and  provided  to  members  at  a  very  low  cost.  With  the  help  of  Charles 
Halvorsen,  providing  the  computer  files  of  the  onginal  Noteworthy  Records  text,  the  database  will  be  updated 
each  year. 
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An  example  of  a  typical  application  for  the  database  is  the  recent  request  for  lists  of  sightings  from 
Buckhom  Island  State  Park.  The  NW  Records  Database  could  be  searched  for  records  at  the  location  of 
"Buckhom"  and  a  thirty  year  history  of  corresponding  species  and  details  would  be  compiled  in  less  than  one 
minute.  This  list  could  then  be  edited  into  a  species  checklist,  augmented  by  many  possible  numerical  summaries 
of  the  species  counts,  dates  and  so  forth. 

If  you  have  a  library  of  Prothonotariy  especially  from  the  1960s,  and  an  interest  in  reviewing  one  or  more 
year's  records,  please  contact  me.  The  BOS  also  has  a  complete  library  of  back  issues  which  could  be  borrow  ed 
as  needed. 


David  F.  Suggs 


MEMBERSHIP  NEWS 

The  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  notes  with  sadness 
the  passing  on  March  22,  1995  of: 

Mrs.  Barbara  Howard 
An  Associate  Member  since  1953 

Welcome  to  the  following  new  Associate  Members: 

Patricia  Devine 
64  Blackmon  Road 
Grand  Island,  NY  14072 
(773-5866) 

Carl  H.  McMurtry 
3939  Lower  River  Road 
Youngstown,  NY  14174 
(745-3785) 


BOS  MEETINGS 


May  10:  B.O.S.  members  Fran  Rew  and  Audrey  Horbett  will  share  highlights  of  their  trip  to  Antarctica. 

May  24:  Jerry  Farrell  will  present  a  program  on  waterfowl  propagation. 

June  14:  Annual  Picnic  at  Tifft  Nature  Preserve.  Bring  our  own  picnic  dinner  and  then  bird  with  us  at  Tifft  in 

the  early  evening.  This  will  be  our  last  meeting  before  the  summer  break.  However,  there  are  several 
field  trips  during  the  summer  months,  see  the  listing  which  follows. 


If  you  would  like  to  present  a  program  or  have  a  suggestion  for  a  speaker  or  a  topic,  please  contact  Michael 
Davis  at  874-272 1 . 
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Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  1 
through  June  15,  inclusive,  except  for  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December.  Meetings  begin  at 
7:30  p.m.  and  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020  Humbolt  Parkway,  Buffalo,  New  York. 

FIELD  TRIPS 


Apr.  23:  Sunday.  Braddock  Bay  Hawk  Watch.  Joint  trip  with  the  Rochester  GOS.  Meet  at  7:00  a.m.  at 

Tanning  Bed,  0. 1  mi.  east  of  Main  and  Transit.  We  will  join  the  GOS  at  9:30  at  the  Braddock  Bay 
Park  shelter.  Leaders:  Mike  Zebehazy  (662-6987)  and  Bob  Spahn  of  GOS. 

May  7:  Sunday.  Tifft  Nature  Preserve.  Meet  at  7:00  a.m.  in  the  Tiff t  parking  lot.  This  is  a  half-day  trip  for 

warblers.  Leader:  Don  Brasure  (834-6171). 

May  13-14:  Saturday-Sunday.  Presque  Isle-Pymatuning  Weekend.  Contact  Mary  Savile  (662-5215)  for  details 
and  reservations  for  the  Saturday  night  dinner  and  program.  Even  a  one-day  trip  to  Presque  Isle  is 
very  good  for  warblers. 

May  21:  Sunday.  BOS  May  Bird  Count.  Compiler:  Mike  Galas  (693-4892). 

May  28:  Sunday.  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie  for  warblers  and  shorebirds.  Meet  at  6:00  a.m.  at  Vermont 

and  Busti  or  at  6: 15  at  the  first  parking  lot  (0.6  mi)  upstream  from  the  Peace  Badge  on  the  Canadian 
side.  Leader:  Richard  Byron  (662-4783). 

June  7:  Wednesday.  Whip-poor-will  tap  and  Chinese  dinner.  Meet  at  6:00  p.m.  at  Vermont  and  Busti.  We 

will  eat  at  the  Lotus  Garden  Restaurant  in  Port  Colbome,  Ont.,  then  proceed  to  Wilson  Road,  which 
is  4  miles  west  of  town  on  Hwv.  3.  Non-eaters  can  meet  us  at  the  restaurant  at  7:30.  Call  the  leader, 
VictonaOnorato  (833-9426)  for  dinner  reservations,  the  restaurant  is  at  182  West  Street  on  the  west 
bank  of  the  Welland  Canal.  It  is  about  a  block  south  of  the  southernmost  bndge  over  the  Welland 
Canal,  that  being  on  Clarence  Street.  They  offer  us  a  vanety  of  combination  plates  at  about  $5.00. 

June  17:  Saturday.  Afternoon  tap  to  Iroquois  NWR  to  see  nesting  Prothonotary  Warblers.  Meet  ay  5:00 

p.m.  at  Tanning  Bed,  0.1  mi.  east  of  Main  &  Transit,  or  at  6:00  p.m.  on  Sour  Springs  Road  where 
it  crosses  Oak  Orchard  Creek.  Leader:  Paul  Benham  (877-5203). 

July  23:  Sunday.  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Ene.  Meet  at  7:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  and  Busti  or  at  7: 15  at  the  first 

parking  lot  (0.6  mi)  upstream  from  the  Peace  Badge  on  the  Canadian  side.  Leader:  Richard  Byron 
(662-4783). 

Aug.  27:  Sunday.  Canadian  shore  of  Lake.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  and  Busti.  This  is  a  joint  tap  with 

the  Rochester  GOS.  (We  will  meet  them  at  Burger  King,  Porter  &  Busti.)  Leader:  Richard  Byron 
(662-4783). 


Sept.  3:  Sunday.  Tifft  Nature  Preserve.  Meet  at  7:30  a.m.  in  the  Tifft  parking  lot.  This  is  a  half-day  tap  for 

warblers.  Leader:  TBA 


Usually  these  taps  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Tap  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a-Bird  (716)  896-1271. 
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To  report  sightings  call:  Dial-a-Bird  (716)  896-1271  and  follow  the  instructions. 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler: 
Mr.  William  D’Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Drive  Extension,  Niagara  Falls,  NY  14304. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer:  Michael  Hamilton,  172  Allen  Street,  Buffalo,  NY  14201. 
Back  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  @  $0.50  per  copy. 

Editor:  Charles  D.  Halvorsen,  212  Main  Street,  West  Seneca,  NY  14224. 
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THE  MONTH:  April,  1995 


April  was  cold  and  dry,  the  driest  in  the  last  ten  years,  There  were  only  seven  days  during  the  period  when 
the  temperature  averaged  normal  or  above  at  Buffalo  and  only  one  day,  late  In  the  month,  when  it  exceeded  the 
seventy  degree  mark.  A  series  of  low  pressure  systems  moving  south  across  the  Great  Lakes  brought  a 
succession  of  cold  fronts  through  the  Niagara  Frontier  at  the  beginning  of  April.  These  fronts  generated  snow 
squalls  south  of  Buffalo  and  near  record  low  temperatures  and  snow  flurries  throughout  the  region  until 
culminating  with  a  general  snowfall  on  the  9th  which  measured  2.8  inches  at  the  Greater  Buffalo  International 
Airport.  On  April  10th  a  How  of  warm  air  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  entered  the  region  on  southeasterly  winds  and 
we  received  a  brief  preview  of  spring  on  the  11th  when  the  temperature  reached  ^°(F)  at  Buffalo.  Although  the 
area  remained  snow-free  for  the  rest  of  the  month,  the  jet  stream,  well  south  of  its  usual  position  and  a  series  of 
slow  moving  high  pressure  systems  from  the  west  kept  the  region  unseasonably  cool  with  precipitation  limited  to 
brief  shower  activity  until  April  27th  when  a  weak  low  pressure  system  with  southerly  winds  brought  the  warmest 
day  of  the  period  with  a  high  temperature  reading  of  75°(F)  at  the  Buffalo  Airport.  However,  the  cold  weather 
returned  to  end  the  month,  The  average  temperature  for  the  period  was  42.3°  (F),  2.9°below  normal  with  only 
43%  of  possible  sunshine;  total  precipitation  measured  only  1.41  inches,  1.46  inches  below  normal  while 
snowfall  totaled  3.9  inches,  exactly  normal  for  the  month.  (Meteorological  data  as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo 
International  Airport.) 

For  many  B.O.S.  members,  the  month  of  April  is  defined  by  the  spring  passage  of  hawks  and  other 
raptors  known  as  “the  hawk  flight”  which  the  continuing  cloudy  and  cool  climatic  conditions  dominating  the 
weather  pattern  made  disappointing.  This  month,  Frances  Rew  and  her  colleagues  monitoring  the  flight  in  the 
Town  of  Hamburg  divided  their  efforts  between  the  traditional  observation  area  at  the  entrance  to  the  Lakeside 
Cemetery  on  Camp  Road  and  the  parking  lot  of  the  William  B.  Williams  Baseball  Field  located  on  Rogers  Road 
directly  across  from  the  cemetery  entrance  on  that  road.  The  parking  lot  affords  a  wider,  unobstructed  vista  from 
which  to  observe  the  migrating  birds  some  of  which  fly  too  far  west  of  the  cemetery  to  be  seen  at  the  Camp  Road 
location.  The  warm  southerly  winds  on  April  11th  precipitated  the  only  significant  flight  of  the  month  at  the 
Hamburg  lookouts  1,118  birds  including  38  Ospreys,  a  record  single  day  count  for  our  study  area  for  this 
species,  two  Bald  Eagles  and  864  Turkey  Vultures.  The  total  count  for  the  month  was  only  3,241  birds  with  no 
significant  Broad-wing  flight.  Gordon  Bellerby  reports  that  the  Niagara  Peninsula  Hawk  Watch  at  Beamer 
Conservation  area  on  the  Niagara  Escarpment  at  Grimsby,  Ontario  had  its  lowest  April  count  in  five  years,  a  total 
of  5,801  raptors  with  peak  Bights  of  606  birds  on  the  20th  and  653  birds  on  the  26th  No  Golden  Eagles  and  only 
five  Bald  Eagles  were  reported  but  the  “bird  of  the  year”  at  Grimsby  this  spring  was  unarguably  an  adult  Prairie 
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Falcon  flying  over  the  lookout  on  April  17th  where  it  obliged  the  onlookers  by  stooping  and  catching  a 
meadowlark.  Further  south  on  the  Lake  Ontario  shore,  Walt  Listman’s  raptor  observations  at  Point  Breeze, 
Orleans  County,  this  month  included  357  Turkey  Vultures  on  Apnl  3rd  and  a  banner  day  during  the  warm-up  on 
the  12th  when  he  observed  325  Turkey  Vultures,  four  Ospreys,  a  Bald  Eagle,  133  Sharp-shinned  Hawks,  21 
Cooper’s  Hawks  and  two  Merlins  pass  over  that  lookout. 

But  if  meteorological  conditions  in  Apnl  had  a  negative  impact  on  the  hawk  Bight,  In  all  other  aspects  it 
was  a  good  month  afield.  During  the  society's  annual  bird  count  on  the  9th,  in  spite  of  a  heavy  general  snowfall  at 
midday  which  curtailed  observations  in  many  territories,  all  time  high  tallies  of  Common  Loons,  Bald  Eagles, 
Wild  Turkeys,  Common  Snipe  and  Little  Gulls  were  reported  with  a  first  April  Count  record  of  a  Common  Black¬ 
headed  Gull.  An  interesting  negative  was  the  absence  of  Evening  Grosbeaks  from  this  count  for  the  first  time  in 
thirty  years!  Most  migrants,  although  passerines  were  fewer  in  numbers,  appeared  in  our  region  on  or  around 
their  average  arrival  dates  and  a  few, surprisingly  early:  Don  Roberson  reported  a  very  early  Northern  Parula  on 
Goat  Island  in  the  Niagara  Reservation  State  Park  in  Niagara  Falls  on  Apnl  20th  and  Bill  Watson  saw  a  Black- 
bellied  Plover  in  changing  plumage  at  Wood  Marsh  on  the  Tonawanda  Wildlife  Management  Area  in  Niagara 
County  on  the  29th. 

Once  again  this  month,  Gordon  Bellerby's  flypast  studies  of  gull  numbers  in  the  lower  Niagara  River  at 
Niagara-on-the-Lake  deserve  comment.  (See  Prothonotary,  Vol.  61:4.  pg.  34).  In  six  days  of  observation  in 
Apnl,  Bellerby  had  a  high  count  of  29  Little  Gulls  on  the  2nd  and  a  record  8000  Bonaparte’s  Gulls  for  that 
location  on  the  29th.  Willie  D’Anna  and  Betsy  Potter  conducted  their  own  tally  at  this  location  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river  on  Apnl  7th  and  counted  6400  Bonaparte's  Gulls  and  a  record  high  37  Little  Gulls  flying  past  them  into  Lake 
Ontario.  Other  interesting  bird  observations  in  April  include  the  only  record  of  a  Greater  White-fronted  Goose 
received  by  the  compiler,  a  bird  observed  by  William  and  Dyann  Weikert  in  a  cattail  marsh  on  the  Tillman  Wildlife 
Management  Area  on  Tillman  Road  in  the  Town  of  Clarence.  On  April  2nd  Barbara  Henderson  and  Peter  Yoerg 
found  an  adult  Eurasian  Wigeon  in  a  flock  of  ducks  and  geese  on  Windmill  Marsh  in  the  Oak  Orchard  Game 
Management  Area  in  Genesee  County.  The  pair  of  Sandhill  Cranes  which  caused  much  speculation  when  they 
remained,  at  the  southern  end  of  the  Willoughby  Marsh  Conservation  Area  in  the  City  of  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario  in 
March  apparently  left  the  area  in  April;  one  bird  was  last  seen  in  a  marsh  at  the  intersection  of  Baker  and  Lapp 
Roads  there  by  Ellen  Schopp  and  her  party  during  the  Apnl  Bird  Count  on  the  9th  (See  Prothonotary  vol.. 6 1:4, 
pg.  33).  Francis  Rew  and  Bob  Andrle  observed  a  Sandhill  Crane  flying  over  the  raptor  lookout  In  Hamburg  on 
April  16th  and  “Dial-a-Bird”  tapes  report  two  of  these  cranes  In  flight  ox  er  a  private  airport  in  the  Town  of 
Newstead  In  Erie  County  on  Apnl  2nd  but  no  written  documentation  was  received  by  the  compiler.  On  Apnl 
27th,  Willie  D’Anna  witnessed  a  remarkable  overnight  drop  down  of  migrating  Yellow-rumped  Warblers  at  the 
Golden  Hill  State  Park  on  the  Lower  Lake  Road  in  the  Town  of  Somerset  in  Niagara  County.  D'Anna  relates  that 
the  birds  were  literally  everywhere  in  the  shrubbery  and  trees  in  the  park  and  he  “carefully  counted  by  ones”  465 
of  these  birds  before  tenninating  the  task  although  many  more  were  present.  He  tallied  an  additional  65  yellow- 
rumps  at  Fish  Creek,  east  of  the  park,  on  that  date. 

Finally,  the  cattail  marsh  at  Lisa  Pond  at  the,  Tifft  Nature  Preserve  in  Buffalo  was  the  scene  of  a  short  visit 
by  an  adult  male  Yellow-headed  Blackbird  at  the  end  of  the  month.  The  bird  was  first  reported  at  that  location  by 
an  unidentified  observer  on  Apnl  29th  and  subsequently  it  was  seen  by  many  local  bird-watchers  on  the  30th  but 
not  after  that  date. 

Joseph  F.  Thill 

NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed  wntten  venfication 
according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (B.O.S.  1991)  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area. 


45 


Vol.  61  No.  5 


Name  of  Bird 

Apr. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Red-throated  Loon 

1,23 

1,7 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna 

66 

3 

54 

Wilson  Twp. 

D’Anna 

*  Red-necked  Grebe 

IF 

15 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

64 

IF 

74 

Shadigee 

D’Anna 

^American  Bittern 

15F,29 

1,2 

Tifft  N.P. 

D’Anna  etal 

66 

20,23 

1 

Tillman  W.M.A. 

Morgan te,  Davis 

64 

29 

1 

Tona wanda  W.M.A. 

Watson 

*  Great  Egret 

19F 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

D’Anna 

64 

oo 

1 

Freedom  Twp. 

Chilton 

66 

29 

1 

Tona  wanda  W.M.A. 

Watson 

*  Green  Heron 

20F 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Davis 

66 

22 

1 

Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

Potter,  D’Anna 

Bl.-cr.  Night-Heron 

1,15 

9,8 

Motor  Is.,  Niag.  R. 

Watson 

66 

16 

5 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

66 

18,30 

84,70 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson,  Morgan  te 

66 

22  23 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Gr.  White-fr.  Goose 

29 

1 

Tillman  W.M.A. 

W  &  D  Weikert 

Snow  Goose 

1 

12 

Somerset  Twp, 

D’Anna,  Morgan  te  et  al 

66 

1 

1 

Yates  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Green- wing  Teal 

1,15 

16,10 

Yates  Twp. 

Morgante 

66 

29 

37 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Watson 

Northern  Pintail 

30 

97 

Newstead  Twp. 

Roberson 

Northern  Shoveler 

17 

24 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Watson 

66 

18 

2 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

66 

30 

70 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Roberson 

*  Eurasian  Wigeon 

2 

1 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Henderson,  Yoerg 

Canvasback 

29 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Morgante 

Ring-necked  Duck 

17 

163 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Watson 

66 

23 

65 

Smithville,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Oldsquaw 

2 

3 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Davis 

66 

7 

2 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

66 

7 

8 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

White-winged  Scoter 

7 

2 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

66 

22 

3 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson,  Schaffner 

Bufflehead 

17 

71 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Watson 

Ruddy  Duck 

17 

21 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Watson 

66 

18,30 

1,3 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson,  Roberson 

66 

23 

o 

Smithville,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Turkey  Vulture 

3,12 

357,325 

Point  Breeze,  L.  Ont. 

Listman 

66 

11 

864 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Rew,  Andrle  et  al 

*  Osprey 

3F 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

66 

7 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

66 

11 

38 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Rew,  Andrle  et  al 

Bald  Eagle 

2 

1  imm. 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Davis,  Yoerg  etal 

66 

11 

1  imm. 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Andrle,  Yoerg  et  al 

66 

12,25 

1,2 

Point  Breeze,  L.  Ont. 

Listman 

66 

18 

4  ad.@nest 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

66 

29 

2ad+2yn 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

Northern  Harrier 

12 

34 

Point  Breeze,  L.  Ont. 

Listman 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

12 

133 

Point  Breeze,  L.  Ont. 

Listman 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

12 

21 

Point  Breeze,  L.  Ont. 

Listman 

*  Broad- winged  Hawk 

16F 

1 

Amity  Lake 

M.  Pitzrick 
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Name  of  Bird 

Apr. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

*  Broad- winged  Hawk 

16F 

2 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Andrleetal 

Merlin 

22F 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

D  &  D  Suggs 

64 

22F 

1 

Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

*  Virginia  Rail 

17F 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

D  &  D  Suggs 

66 

20 

4 

Tillman  W.M.A. 

Morgante 

*Sora 

23F 

4 

Tillman  W.M.A. 

Davis,  Morgante 

66 

28 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

*  Common  Moorhen 

8F,9 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

66 

28 

4 

Tillman  W.M.A. 

Morgante 

American  Coot 

15 

102 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

Sandhill  Crane 

16 

1 

Hamburg  Twp, 

Andrle,  Rew  et  al 

*  Black- bellied  Plover 

29F 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Watson 

Greater  Y  ellowlegs 

11 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

66 

17 

3 

Porter  Twp. 

Roberson 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

13 

1 

Porter  Twp. 

Roberson 

66 

23 

7 

Hartland  Twp. 

D’Anna 

66 

29 

90 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Watson 

*  Solitary  Sandpiper 

27F 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes,  Keller 

66 

27F 

1 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Andrleetal 

*  Spotted  Sandpiper 

23  F 

1 

Smithville,  Ont. 

Y oerg,  Henderson 

66 

27 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes,  Keller 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

17 

2 

Porter  Twp. 

Roberson 

66 

19 

Carlton  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

*  Dunlin 

23F 

1 

Hartland  Twp. 

D’Anna 

66 

29 

21 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Watson 

Little  Gull 

7 

27 

Niagara-on-the-Lake 

D’Anna 

66 

15 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

D’Anna 

“  15,23,29 

1  1  2 

Niagara  Falls 

Many  observers 

66 

°2 

9 

Lewiston 

Watson,  Schaffner 

C.  Black-headed  Gull 

3 

1 

Lewiston 

D’Anna,  Potter 

66 

7 

1 

Niagara-on-the-Lake 

D’Anna 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

4,8 

2,27 

Amity  Lake 

Pitznck 

66 

7 

6400 

Niagara-on-the-Lake 

D’Anna 

66 

115 

5500 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

D’Anna 

66 

17,28 

7260,8000 

Niagara-on-the-Lake 

Bellerby 

66 

19 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Glaucus  Gull 

15 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

D’Anna 

*  Caspian  Tern 

12F 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew 

66 

22 

69 

Y  ounstown-Shadigee 

Watson,  Schaffner 

*  Common  Tern 

15F 

17 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

D’Anna 

66 

oo 

1 

Lewiston 

Watson,  Schaffner 

66 

22 

4 

Olcott 

Watson,  Schaffner 

Long-eared  Owl 

3 

3 

Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

*Chimney  Swift 

25F 

9 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Yoerg,  Rew  et  al 

66 

25F 

1 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

66 

28 

1 

Lancaster  T  wp. 

Morgante 

*Yellow-b.  Sapsucker 

8F 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

66 

15 

2 

Tifft  N.P. 

D’Anna 

*  Least  Flycatcher 

29F 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

66 

29F 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Morgante,  Davis 

Eastern  Phoebe 

15 

16 

Tifft  N.P. 

D’Anna 

*  Purple  Martin 

16F 

6 

Porter  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

66 

18 

4 

Newstead  Twp. 

Watson 
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Name  of  Bird 

Apr. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

*Purple  Martin 

18 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Zielinski 

*N.  Rough-vv.  Swallow 

16F 

6 

Tifft  N.R 

Watson,  Morgante 

44 

20 

1 

Buffalo 

Mueller 

*Bank  Swallow 

16F 

2 

Tifft  N.R 

Watson,  Morgante 

44 

22 

1 

Porter  Twp. 

Watson 

*  Cl  iff  Swallow 

29F 

1 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

D’Anna 

Barn  Swallow 

10 

2 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

44 

11 

3 

Hamburg  Twp 

Yoerg 

Carolina  Wren 

16 

1 

Amity  Twp. 

M.  Pitzrick 

44 

23 

1 

Goat  Island 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

23 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

30 

1 

Tifft  N.R 

Watson 

*  House  Wren 

21F 

1 

Eden  Valley 

Andrle 

44 

23 

1 

Tillman  W.M.A. 

Davis 

*  Marsh  Wren 

29F 

1 

Tifft  N.R 

Morgante 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

11 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

44 

15 

6 

Tifft  N.R 

D’Anna 

*Bl.-gr.  Gnatcatcher 

18F 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

44 

23 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

44 

23 

2 

Tillman  W.M.A. 

Davis 

44 

23 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

D’Anna 

Hermit  Thrush 

15 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

44 

15 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

D’Anna 

44 

00 

15 

Goat  Island 

D’Anna  etal 

*Wood  Thrush 

29F 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

44 

29F 

1 

Blasdell 

Turisk 

Gray  Catbird 

29F 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

44 

29F 

1 

Blasdell 

Turisk 

Norther  Mockingbird 

22 

1 

Goat  Island 

D’Anna.  Roberson 

*Brown  Thrasher 

19F 

1 

Tifft  N.R 

Davis 

44 

20 

1 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

44 

22 

6 

Tifft  N.R 

D  &  D  Suggs 

*  White-eyed  Vireo 

29 

1 

Tifft  N.R 

Holmes,  Keller 

44 

29 

1 

Tifft  N.R 

Rew 

44 

30 

1 

Tifft  N.R 

D’Anna  etal 

*  Solitary  Vireo 

21F 

1 

Lancaster  Twp. 

Morgante 

44 

23 

2 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

*  Warbling  Vireo 

29F 

1 

Newstead  Twp. 

Watson 

*  Blue- winged  Warbler 

29F 

1 

Tifft  N.R 

Morgante 

*  Northern  Parula 

20F 

1 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

*Yellow  Warbler 

27F 

1 

East  Aurora 

Mueller  (EABC) 

44 

29 

2 

Newstead  Twp. 

Watson 

44 

29 

2 

Tifft  N.P. 

Morgante 

44 

29 

1 

Williamsville  Glen 

Yoerg 

44 

29 

1 

Blasdell 

Turisk 

Yellow-r.  Warbler 

12 

2 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

44 

16 

1 

Amity  Lake 

V  &  M  Pitzrick 

44 

25 

75-100 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

27 

465 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna 

*Bl.-thr.  Green  Warbler 

27F 

2 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

28 

3 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

*Pine  Warbler 

16F 

1 

Lakeview 

T  urisk 

44 

22  23 

1 

Goat  Island 

Roberson,  Y oerg  et  al 
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Name  of  Bird 

Apr. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

*Pine  Warbler 

22  29 

2,1 

Bush  Hill  S.F. 

Chilton 

44 

27 

2 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

29 

1 

Blasdell 

Turisk 

*Palm  Warbler 

27F 

3 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

28 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

44 

29 

19 

Youngstown  to  Wilson 

D’Anna 

*  Cerulean  Warbler 

23  F 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

*Bl.-and-w.  Warbler 

27F 

2 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

30 

1 

Goat  Island 

Morgante 

*Ovenbird 

29F 

1 

Blasdell 

Turisk 

*  Northern  Waterthrush 

27F 

4 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

29 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Morgante 

^Common  Y  ellowthroat 

30F 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Morgante 

Rufous-s.  Tovvhee 

14 

1 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

44 

15 

3 

Tifft  N.P. 

D’Anna 

Amer.  Tree  Sparrow 

26L 

1 

WheatfieldTwp. 

Potter 

*  Chipping  Sparrow 

4F 

1,1 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

44 

5 

1 

Buffalo 

Mueller 

Field  Sparrow 

13 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

*  Vesper  Sparrow 

3F 

1 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Holmes 

44 

16 

3 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Rew 

44 

19 

1 

Yates  Twp. 

D’Anna.  Potter 

44 

19 

1 

Carlton  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

20 

1 

Wheatfield  Twp. 

Potter 

Savannah  Sparrow 

11 

1 

Mari  11a  twp. 

Holmes 

44 

15 

2 

Clarence  Twp. 

Morgante 

Fox  Sparrow 

2 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

44 

11 

2-3 

Tifft  N.P. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

16 

5 

Amity  Twp. 

M.  Pitzrick 

44 

19 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

D’Anna.  Potter 

44 

27 

1 

Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 

Davis 

Swamp  Sparrow 

2F 

1 

Lewiston  Twp. 

Roberson 

44 

12 

1 

Eden  Valley(f) 

Andrle 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

16-29 

2 

Wales  Twp.(f) 

O.  Rosche 

44 

27 

2 

Tifft  N.P. 

Davis 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

9 

41 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

^Bobolink 

29F 

1 

Potter  T  wp. 

D’Anna 

*Yellow-h.  Blackbird 

30 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson,  Andrle  et  al 

Rusty  Blackbird 

29 

120 

Clarence  Twp. 

Watson 

Purple  Finch 

IF 

1 

Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

Morgante 

44 

1-30 

2-6 

Amity  Lake(f) 

Pitzrick 

44 

1-30 

3-12 

Wales  Twp.(f) 

O.  Rosche 

44 

2 

1 

Newstead  Twp. 

Y oerg,  Henderson 

44 

9 

4 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

13 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

44 

16 

3 

Lakeview 

T  unsk 

44 

23 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Mueller 

Pine  Siskin 

27 

1 

Lakeside  Beach  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

30 

1 

Sandborn 

Rader 

131 

54 

185 


Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded . 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  .  (include.  Count) 
Total  for  year . 
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1995  B.O.S.  April  Bird  Count 


April  9,  1995 
Weather: 

Overcast  with  rain,  sleet  or  snow  in  most  territories.  Visibility  very  poor  at  times.  Winds  generally  from  the  north 
or  northwest  from  5  to  15  mph.  Temperatures  in  the  low  to  mid  30’ s. 


Compilation: 

The  following  is  a  list  of  species  recorded  on  the  count  followed  by  the  total  number  observed.  Where  a  species 
was  recorded  in  three  or  fewer  sections,  the  section  numbers  are  given  in  parentheses.  Underlined  names  indicate 
a  species  for  which  an  accepted  written  verification  was  received.  “F”  represents  a  first  date  for  spring  migration, 
“*”  represents  first  date  for  the  year. 


Loons  -  Ducks 


Red-throat.  Loon  -  10  (3) 
Common  Loon  -  210 
Pied-billed  Grebe  -  102 
Horned  Grebe  -  247 
Red-necked  Grebe  -  18  (2,4) 
D. -crest  Cormorant  -  102 
Great  Blue  Heron  -  280 
Bl.-cr.  Night-Heron  -  40  (1) 
T undra  Swan  -  24 
Canada  Goose  -  39,877 
Wood  Duck  -  449 
Green- winged  Teal  -  164 
Am.  Black  Duck  -  46 
Mallard  -  1,489 
Northern  Pintail  -  47 
Blue-winged  Teal  -  88 
Northern  Shoveler  -  44 


Gad  wall  -  26 
American  Wigeon  -  256 
Canvas  back  -  75  ( 1 1) 
Ring-necked  Duck  -  661 
Greater  Scaup  -  1 ,996 
Lesser  Scaup  -  369 
unidentified  scaup  -  157 
Oldsquaw  -  3,653 
White-winged  Scoter  -  17  (1,3,6) 
Common  Goldeneye  -  427 
Bufflehead  -  2,109 
Hooded  Merganser  -  271 
Common  Merganser  -  916 
Red-br.  Merganser  -  4,144 
Ruddy  Duck -5  (17,20) 
unidentified  ducks  -  100 


Raptors  -  Cranes 


Turkey  Vulture  -  71 
Osprey  -  14 
Bald  Eagle  -  7 
Northern  Harrier  -  39 
Sharp-shinned  Hawk  -  20 
Cooper’s  Hawk  -  8 
Red-shouldered  Hawk  -  7 
Red- tailed  Hawk  -  196 
Rough-legged  Hawk  -  12 


A  men  can  Kestrel  -  172 
unidentified  hawks  -  2 
Ring-necked  Pheasant  -  33 
Ruffed  Grouse  -  43 
Wild  Turkey  -  332 
Common  Moorhen  -  1  (2) 
American  Coot  -  148 
*  Sandhi  11  Crane  -  1  (8) 
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Plovers  -  Terns 


Killdeer  -  581 

*  Greater  Yellovvlegs  -  1  IF 

*  Lesser  Yellowlegs  -  4F  (2,20) 
^Pectoral  Sandpiper  -  17F  (5,20) 
Common  Snipe  -  261 
American  Woodcock  -  19 
Little  Gull  -  21  (2,3) 


C.  Blk.-headed  Gull  -  1  (3) 
Bonaparte’s  Gull  -  7,952 
Ring-billed  Gull  -  25,999 
Herring  Gull  -  1,903 
Glaucous  Gull  -  1  ,(3) 

Gr.  B lk. -backed  Gull  -  205 


Doves  -  Starlings 


Rock  Dove  -  1 ,503 
Mourning  Dove  -  1,450 
E.  Screech  Owl  -  5  (3,6,10) 
Great  Homed  Owl  -  18 
Barred  Owl  -  4 
Long-eared  Owl  -  2  (3) 
Short-eared  Owl  -  5  (3,17,19) 
Belted  Kingfisher  -  80 
Red-headed  Wdpkr.  -  1  (20) 
Red-bellied  Wdpkr.  -  26 


Yellow-b.  Sapsucker  -  1 1 
Downy  Wdpkr.  -  209 
Hairy  Wdpkr.  -  50 
Northern  Ricker  -  83 
Pileated  Wdpkr.  -  12 
Eastern  Phoebe  -  157 
Homed  Lark  -  48 
Tree  Swallow  -  595 
*Bam  Swallow  -  4F  (12,22) 


Jays  -  Starlings 


Blue  Jay  -  1,050 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet  -  7F  (21) 

American  Crow  -  2,636 

Eastern  Bluebird  -  40 

Black-cap.  Chickadee  -  1,313 

*Hermit  Thrush  -  3F  (20,26) 

T uf ted  Titmouse  -  66 

American  Robin  -  1 1 ,607 

Red-br.  Nuthatch  -  26 

*Gray  Catbird  -  1  (27) 

White-br.  Nuthatch  -  153 

Northern  Mockingbird  -  4  (1,3) 

Brown  Creeper  -  41 

American  Pi  pet  -  42  ( 17,26) 

Carolina  Wren  -  6 

Cedar  Waxwing  -  515 

Winter  Wren  -  1 1 

Northern  Shrike  -1(1) 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet  -  188 

European  Starling  -  16,078 

Warblers  - 

Finches 

Yellow-r.  Warbler  -  3F  (26) 

Dark-eyed  Junco  -  1,930 

Northern  Cardinal  -  608 

Snow  Bunting  -  1  (4) 

Rufous  -s.  Towhee-  7F 

Red-wing.  Blackbird  -  23,039 

American  Tree  Sparrow  -  327 

Eastern  Meadowlark  -  1 18 

Chipping  Sparrow  -  26 

Rusty  Blackbird  -  770 

Field  Sparrow  -  16F 

Common  Grackle  -  7,733 

Vesper  Sparrow  -  19 

Brown-h.  Cowbird  -  2,168 

Savannah  Sparrow  -  29F 

Purple  Finch  -  260 

Fox  Sparrow  -  29 

House  Finch  -  1,417 

Song  Sparrow  -  2,296 

Pine  Siskin  -  9  (28) 

Swamp  Sparrow  -  36 

American  Goldfinch  -  658 

White-thr.  Sparrow  -  62 

House  Sparrow  -  1,912 

White-cr.  Sparrow  -  14F 
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Statistics: 


Species  Count:  125  Below  Average 

Individuals:  178,014  Below  Average 


Observers:  254 


Below  Average 


Record  High  Counts: 
Total  -  7 


Common  Loon  -  201 
Wood  Duck  -  449 
Bald  Eagle  -  7 
Wild  Turkey  -  332 
Common  Snipe  -  261 
Little  Gull -21 

Common  Black-headed  Gull  -  1  First  Time 


Other  High  Counts: 
Total  -  4 


Low  Counts: 
Total  -  12 


Unusual  Sightings: 
Total  -  3 


Oldsquaw  -  3,653,  25  year  high 
Bufflehead  -  2,109,  15  year  high 
Rusty  Blackbird  -  2,168,  15  year  high 

Canvasback  -  0,  All  time  low 
Turkey  Vulture- 71,  15  year  low 
Cooper’s  hawk  -  8,  20  year  low 
Red-tailed  hawk  -  186,  10  year  low 
Ring-necked  Pheasant  -  33,  10  year  low 
American  Woodcock  -  19,  10  year  low 
Downey  Woodpecker  -  209,  30  year  low 
Hairy  Woodpecker  -  50,  20  year  low 
Eastern  Bluebird  -  40,  15  year  low 
Northern  Mockingbird  -  4,  10  year  low 
American  Pipit  -  42,  15  year  low 
Evening  Grosbeak  -  First  0  in  30  years 

Red-throated  Loon  -  10 
Sandhill  Crane  -  1 
Snow  Bunting  -  1 


Observers: 

(Section  Compilers’  names  are  underlined) 

1 .  David  Cooper,  L.  Landon,  W.  Broderick. 

2.  Robert  Wagner,  J.  Filor. 

3.  Willie  D’Anna,  Betsy  Potter,  M.  Morgante,  G.  Bellerby. 

4.  Bob  Brock,  Bill  Watson. 

5.  Dick  Christensen,  M.  Smith,  W.  Burch,  D.  Brasure,  B.  Reeves,  D.  Endres,  J.  Rosier. 


6.  Joe  Thill,  R.  Andrle,  J.  Thill,  J  &  N  Chappie,  J.  Thill. 


7.  Brad  Clements. 
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8.  Mike Zebehazy,  E.  Schopp.  J.  Heyer,  M.  Stewart,  A.  McKale. 

9.  Don  Roberson,  E.  Crone,  P.  Devine,  T  &  M  O’Bara,  C.  Rosenburg,  M.A.  Stegmier. 

10.  Dick  Collins,  Kayo  Roy. 

1 1.  Dick  Bvron,  B.  Byron,  E.  Wishman,  M.  Hamilton,  M.  Denecke. 

12.  Ann  Bauer,  L.  Holmes,  M.  Bee,  J.  Lesser,  R.  Phillips,  D.  Wieand. 

13.  Joe  DiDomenieo,  D.  DiDomenico,  R  &  E  Hull. 

14.  Barb  Walker,  L.  Abbott,  K.  Brandeis,  D.  Happ,  B.  Leonard,  J  &  A  Segaborth,  M.  Wooley,  J.  Collins,  P. 
Hansen,  A.  Hunley,  S.  Landsittel,  T.  McAllister,  A  &  S  Saunders. 

15.  Bill  Bogacki,  A.  &  O.  Rosche,  E.  Ratajczak,  K.  Wallace. 

16.  Fran  Revv,  T.  Connare,  M.  Domhaffer,  A.  Horbett. 

17.  Bert  Schvveigert,  T.  Koopman. 

18.  Bruce  Clilton,  P.  Yoerg,  B.  Henderson. 

19.  Vesta  Rice  &  Alice  Evans,  F.  Clancey,  R.  Andrews,  J.  Smith,  M/ME.  Smith,  J.  Perry,  H.  Hale,  E.  Smith, 
N.  Sylor,  E.  Steadman. 

20.  Paul  Farver,  R.  &  C.  Budniewski,  S.  Clarke,  D.  Chase, G.  Farver,  J.  Goetz,  J.  Gula,  Jr.,  P.  Hanlon,  R. 

Miga,  T.  Mosher,  L.  &  D.  Neveu,  T.  O’Connell,  M.  Pecararo,  B.  &  J.  Ruska,  M.  Sander,  J.  Smith,  R.  & 

T.  Welch,  A.  West. 

21.  Bob  Sundell,  G.  &  O.  Carlson,  J.  Cheney,  J.  Heilman,  P.  Jewett,  J.  Nelson,  J.  Pigman,  C.  Roby,  B.  &  L. 
Seleen,  B.  Sharp. 

22.  Bob  Sundell,  S.  Allen,  P.  Jewett,  L.  O’Brian,  B.  &  L.  Seleen. 

23.  Bob  Sundell,  S.  Allen,  V.  Anderson,  P.  Jewett,  J.  Magio,  S.  Magio,  L.  O’Brian,  J.  Pigman,  B.  &  L. 
Seleen. 

24.  Tim  Baird. 

25.  Tim  Baird,  A.  Bordonaro,  A.  Knittle,  C.  Moser,  J.  Moser,  C.  Vales,  C.  Wilber. 

26.  Doris  Burton,  L.  Bump,  R.  Bump,  B.  Smally,  A.  &  M.  Scott,  M.  Jordan. 

27.  Doris  Burton,  D.  Hurlbert,  E.  &  L.  King,  L.  Simons,  N.  Ives,  M.  Barnett,  C.  James,  H.  Link,  J. 

Dickerson,  W.  Sanford,  D.  Babcock,  E.  Cronauer,  G.  &  A.  Dunhan,  B.  &  F.  Thompson. 

28.  Doris  Burton,  Clarence  Klingensmith,  Diane  Converso,  and  70  members  of  the  Allegany  Bird  Club. 

vjv  vly  vlv 
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MEMBERSHIP  NEWS 

The  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  notes  with  sadness 
the  passing  on  May  8,  1995  of: 

Marie  A.  Wendling 

An  Associate  Member  since  1937,  An  Active  Member  since  1944, 

A  Citation  Member  since  1961,  A  Fellow  since  1968 

[The  following  remembrance  of  Marie  Wendling  was  excerptedfrom  an  article  which  appearedin  the  Audubon  Outlook ,  1989.] 

In  appreciation  of. .  .MARIE  WENDLING:  ACTIVIST 

by  Peggy  Christensen 

If  a  single  word  could  describe  Mane  Wendling,  it  is  “activist”.  She  is  deeply  involved  in  everything  she 
does.  Only  a  book  could  cover  her  wide-ranging  activities.  By  focusing  on  just  one  of  Mane’s  interests,  such  as 
birding,  one  would  completely  miss  the  essence  of  her  personality.  The  diversity  of  her  interests  is  what  Mane 
Wendling  is  all  about.  She  lives  life  to  the  fullest  deeply  involved  in  her  community  and  in  the  world  at  large. 
Her  list  of  interests  continually  grows  because  she  never  uses  age  as  an  excuse  to  stop  expanding  her  horizons. 

On  first  meeting  her,  Marie  comes  across  as  the  prototype  of  the  "perfect  lady".  One  could  imagine  her 
days  filled  with  luncheons,  teas,  church  bazaars  and  social  clubs.  That  assessment  would  be  totally  wrong!  To 
an  activist  like  Marie,  such  a  superficial  existence  would  be  intolerable.  She  never  could  be  a  token  supporter 
content  to  only  “watch  birds”  or  “smell  flowers.”  She  always  would  feel  obligated  to  work  for  their  conservation. 
She  was  an  “environmental  activist”  and  “women's  libber”  long  before  they  were  the  “in”  things  to  do. 

It  is  rumored  that  Marie  Wendling  was  born  in  Clarence,  N.Y.  around  the  turn  of  the  century,  (Her 
youthful  appearance  seems  to  belie  the  fact.)  She  never  has  paid  much  attention  to  her  age  or  allowed  it  to  place 
unnecessary  restrictions  on  her  life.  We  would  all  do  well  to  follow  her  example.  So  many  people  become  age- 
obsessed,  allowing  their  years  to  become  millstones  around  their  necks! 

Her  former  student,  Winston  Brockner,  writes  from  Colorado:  “Marie  is  one  of  the  outstanding,  unsung 
members  of  the  B.O.S.”  He  describes  her  as  “a  serious  student  of  birding”  but,  at  the  same  time,  ‘Tun  to  have  on 
a  field  trip.”  He  concludes  that  she  is  “a  neat  lady.” 

As  a  career,  Marie  taught  English  at  East  High  School.  She  hardly  goes  anywhere  without  running  into 
former  students.  Those  familiar  with  her  teaching  agree  that  she  was  “the  best.”  Bill  Kindel,  the  Amherst 
councilman  who  led  the  fight  t  to  save  the  Great  Baehre  Swamp,  is  a  former  pupil.  So  is  Joseph  T.  (Jim) 
McCarthy,  our  son  Peter’s  father-in-law.  He  remembers  Marie  as  “a  fascinating  teacher,  who  made  everything 
interesting.”  He  always  sat  in  the  front  row,  he  confesses  “because  I  had  a  crush  on  her.”  Tim  went  on  to  have  a 
teaching  career  himself,  capping  it  as  Vice-Principal  of  Cheektowaga  High. 

Marie  has  “the  courage  of  her  convictions.”  She  backs  her  beliefs  even  if  they  are  unpopular.  Because 
residents  love  to  feed  them,  Amherst  has  a  steadily  escalating  mallard  duck  population.  Some  time  ago,  she  wrote 
a  hard-hitting  article  advising  residents  that  feeding  '“the  welfare  ducks”  was  not  in  their  best  interest.  She 
pointed  out  that  the  artificially  large  duck  populations  made  them  vulnerable  to  disease  and  that  most  of  the  stuff 
given  to  them  was  unhealthy. 

Marie  and  I  first  became  well-acquainted  in  the  early  seventies,  when  she  agreed  to  serve  on  my 
committee  to  save  Glen  Park.  A  major  developer,  backed  by  the  Village  Board,  had  plans  to  build  240  housing 
units  -  including  a  60'  high-rise  building  -  on  the  lO-acres  Glen  site.  We  became  embroiled  in  a  lengthy  political 
battle.  To  those  who  stood  to  make  huge  profits  from  developing  the  site,  we  became  the  enemy".  It  took  several 
years  to  replace  the  entire  Village  Board  with  Pro-park  people  and  to  save  the  park.  During  all  of  our  trials,  Mane 
provided  her  wisdom  and  unwavenng  support.  Since  then,  she  has  been  a  member  of  the  Glen  Park  governing 
board. 
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Mane  also  has  been,  an  active  member  of  the  Williamsville  Historical  Society.  A  few  years  ago,  she 
decided  that  Glen  Falls  should  be  named  a  natural  historic  landmark.  However,  the  State  Office  of  Historic 
Preservation  was  more  interested  in  the  nearby  Williamsville  Watermill.  After  years  of  researching  data  and  filling 
out  forms,  Mane  got  the  historic  designation  for  the  mill.  It  is  the  only  continuously  operating  watermill  in  New 
Y ork  state. 

Mane  also  is  very  active  in  her  church  and  in  the  Nature  Conservancy.  For  18  years  she  was  editor  of  the 
Conservancy  Newsletter  and  ,  until  a  year  ago,  was  responsible  for  mailing  it.  (As  the  membership  skyrocketed,  it 
became  a  monumental  job.)  She  served  as  a  Conservancy  trustee  for  many  years  and  recently,  according  to 
Maxine  Barber,  the  Conservancy  honored  her  by  making  her  ‘Trustee  Ementus.” 

Marie  Wendling  has  been  an  active  member  of  the  Audubon  Society  for  most  of  her  life,  serving  on  the 
Board  of  Directors  and  as  Vice-President  In  1956,  she  began  a  “Publications  of  Interest”  column  in  the  Outlook , 
which  she  continued  for  many  years.  She  frequently  volunteered  as  a  tour  guide  at  Beaver  Meadow  during  its 
early  years  Under  her  chairmanship,  $20,000  was  subscribed  to  the  Nature  Center  during  the  first  summer  of  the 
fund  drive. 

Marie  served  as  President  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  from  1964-1967.  She  was  chosen  a 
‘Uitation  Member”  in  ‘61  and  a  “Fellow”  in  '68.  She  and  her  sister,  Margaret,  led  countless  field  trips  for  both 
bird  societies,  including  Saturday  morning  bird  walks  in  Delaware  Park.  Bill  Burch  remembers  with  fondness  the 
Niagara  Loop  tops  led  by  Harold  Mitchell,  where  Marie  arranged  the  dinner  at  the  Syracuse  Restaurant  for 
hungry  and  tired  birders 

The  following  stories  reveal  Marie's  true  character.  Most  of  you  will  remember  how  cold  it  was  last 
December.  Early  one  morning,  when  the  thermometer  was  hovering  near  zero,  Gordon  Hohensee  knocked  on 
our  door.  (Gordon  is  a  talented  handyman  who  also  works  for  Mane.)  He  said  he  had  just  been  at  Marie's  house 
to  leave  a  Christmas  gift,  but  was  astonished  to  see  by  the  car  tracks  that  she  had  already  gone  out  By  arriving 
early  on  a  blustery  morning,  he  was  certain  that  he  would  catch  her  at  home. 

A  typical  “Mane  story”  secured  when  she  broke  her  hip  a  year  ago.  She  W  been  out  since  early  morning 
on  an  all-day  bird  count  Before  taking  off  into  the  country  to  attend  a  college  reunion  dinner,  she  stopped  at  a  gas 
station  to  refuel.  Because  she  was  in  such  a  hurry,  she  failed  to  notice  a  curb  and  took  a  nasty  spin.  Typically, 
she  refused  help  and  drove  home,  hoping  that  some  rest  would  ease  the  pain.  When  it  failed  to  help  she 
reluctantly  went  to  the  hospital,  where  the  broken  hip  was  diagnosed. 

Marie  Wendling  has  the  right  idea  about  birthdays.  Age,  to  her,  is  a  state  of  mind,  not  a  set  number  of 
years.  She  keeps  her  mind  and  body  as  active  as  possible.  She  retains  her  youthful  curiosity  and  never  stops 
teaming.  She  believes  in  leading  life  to  the  fullest.  She  always  tries  to  find  reasons  why  she  can  do  things,  not 
why  she  cannot.  Because  of  positive  thinking,  she  will  always  be  youthful.  Mane  Wendling  is  the  ideal  role 
model  on  how  to  grow  old  gracefully. 

^  y|>  ^ 

Summary  of  Hotline  and  Dial-a-Bird  Activity  -  April  1995 

In  April,  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  Hotline  spread  the  news  of  two  sightings  of  a  male  Eurasian 
Wigeon  at  Oak  Orchard  Wildlife  Management  Area.  Apnl  2  the  wigeon  was  found  at  Windmill  Marsh  and  April 
17,  possibly  the  same  bird,  was  along  Knowlesville  Road.  The  last  day  of  the  month,  the  Hotline  described  a 
Yellow-headed  Blackbird  at  Tifft  Nature  Preserve's  Lisa  Pond. 

Highlights  of  reports  to  Dial-a-Bird  came  from  the  evening  gull  watch  on  the  lower  Niagara  River  at 
Niagara-on-the-Lake.  March  26  through  April  16,  a  Common  Black-headed  Gull  was  seen  several  times  and  Little 
Gulls  were  in  record  numbers  during  early  Apnl  with  a  peak  of  54  on  the  5th. 

Two  Sandhill  Cranes  were  reported  April  8  over  Akron  and  a  single  Sandhill  Crane  April  16  over 
Hamburg.  Surprisingly  early  was  a  male  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  on  Apnl  2  at  a  feeder  in  Clarence  Center  and  a 
Northern  Parula  Apnl  20  at  Goat  Island. 

A  call  counter  was  added  to  the  Dial-a-Bird  machine  in  Apnl  and  recorded  an  average  of  371  calls  per 
week.  The  transcnpts  of  the  weekly  announcement  posted  on  Internet  are  distributed  to  over  700  subscribers  on 
the  mailing  lists  Birdeast  and  NY SBirds-1. 

David  F.  Suggs 
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Volunteers  Needed 

I  have  offered  to  compiled  a  list  for  the  NY S  Dept,  of  Environmental  Conservation's  Division  of  Lands  and 
Forests  of  individuals  who  would  be  willing  to  volunteer  their  time  to  inventory  the  plants  and  animals  on  state 
and  private  lands.  This  list  would  be  used  by  the  DEC'S  regional  offices  when  the  DEC  or  private  parties  wanted 
land  inventoried.  Volunteers  would  be  contacted  directly  and  would  decide  at  that  time  if  they  wanted  to  take  on  a 
particular  project.  This  is  a  wonderful  opportunity  for  volunteers  to  get  access  to  land  to  which  they  might  not 
normally  have  access  while  providing  landowners  with  a  valuable  service.  It's  also  an  excellent  opportunity  for 
volunteers  to  educate  landowners  about  the  plants  and  animals  on  their  land.  To  be  put  on  this  list,  please  send  me 
the  following  information  by  July  1:  your  name,  address,  phone  number,  areas  of  expertise  (birds,  mammals, 
reptiles/amphibians,  wildflowers,  trees,  fungi,  etc.),  and  counties  in  which  you  would  be  willing  to  work.  Ronda 
Engman.  571  South  Dan  by  Rd..  Spencer.  NY  14883.  607-589-4031. 

Gus  Heck,  a  Master’s  candidate  at  SUNY  at  Buffalo  is  doing  original  research  on  natural  and  artificial 
nesting  sites  of  American  Kestrels  within  the  B.O.  S.  study  area.  He  would  appreciate  any  information  on  such 
sites.  Contact  him  at  743-9661. 


BOS  MEETINGS 

If  you  would  like  to  present  a  program  or  have  a  suggestion  for  a  speaker  or  a  topic,  please  contact  Michael 
Davis  at  874-2721. 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  1 
through  June  15,  inclusive,  except  for  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December.  Meetings  begin  at 
7:30  p.m.  and  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020  Humbolt  Parkway,  Buffalo,  New  York. 

FIELD  TRIPS 


July  23:  Sunday.  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie.  Meet  at  7:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  and  Busti  or  at  7: 15  at  the  first 

parking  lot  (0.6  mi)  upstream  from  the  Peace  Bridge  on  the  Canadian  side.  Leader:  Richard  Byron 
(662-4783). 

Aug.  27:  Sunday.  Canadian  shore  of  Lake.  Meetat8:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  and  Busti.  This  is  a  joint  tnp  with 

the  Rochester  GOS.  (We  will  meet  them  at  Burger  King,  Porter  &  Busti.)  Leader:  Richard  Byron 
(662-4783). 


Sept.  3:  Sunday.  TifftNature  Preserve.  Meet  at  7:30  a.m.  in  the  Tifft  parking  lot.  This  is  a  half-day  tnp  for 

warblers.  Leader:  TBA 


Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Trip  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 
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May  was  mild  and  pleasant  with  all  meteorological  data  average  for  the  period  save  for  precipitation  which 
continued  below  normal  for  the  third  consecutive  month;  there  were  only  three  days  of  significant  precipitation  at 
Greater  Buffalo  Airport  although  rainfall  was  heavier  to  the  east  and  south  of  the  metropolitan  area.  Following  a 
cool  first  week,  a  low  pressure  system  from  the  Mississippi  Valley  reached  our  region  on  May  9th  on  south, 
southeast  winds,  bringing  the  first  summer-ilike  weather  and  a  high  temperature  reading  for  the  month  of  80°(F) 
on  the  10th.  The  warmer  weather  also  brought  the  first  significant  wave  of  migrant  neotropical  passerines  into  the 
area.  On  May  9th,  16  species  of  warblers  were  recorded  at  Bond  Lake  County  Park  in  the  Town  of  Lewiston 
Niagara  County;  an  additional  16  species  of  neotropical  migrants  were  seen  on  Goat  Island  in  the  Niagara 
Reservation  State  Park  in  Niagara  Falls  on  the  10th  and  on  May  14th,  another  exciting  day,  20  species  of  warblers 
were  seen  at  Tifft  Nature  Preserve  in  Buffalo  while  17  species  were  tallied  at  the  Williamsville  Glen  Park  in  the 
Town  of  Amherst  on  that  date.  The  average  temperature  for  the  month  was  47.0°(F),  exactly  average  for  the 
period  with  57%  of  possible  sunshine;  precipitation  measured  2.40  inches,  .74  inches  below  normal. 
(Meteorological  data  as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport.) 

It  is  difficult  not  to  speak  in  superlatives  about  field  observations  in  May.  The  bird  of  the  month  was  an 
adult  Yellow  Rail,  very  erratic  migrant  in  our  study  area.  The  bird  was  observed  by  Kayo  Roy  of  St.  Catherines 
on  May  3rd  in  the  course  of  his  participation  in  a  census  of  migrating  birds  on  the  east  and  west  piers  of  the  Lake 
Ontario  terminus  of  the  Welland  Canal  at  Port  Weller.  The  rail  was  observed  on  the  wet  shoreline  of  a  small  body 
of  water  on  the  east  pier  known  to  local  bird  watchers  as  the  Port  Weller  East  Pier  Pond.  The  rail  was  described  as 
“a small,  chunky,  sparrow-sized  bird  with  big  feet  and  no  tail!” It  was  sitting  at  the  edge  of  the  marsh  where  he 
noted  its  diagnostic  buffy,  checkered-striped  back  and  other  characters  before  it  ran  “mouse-like”  into  adjacent 
vegetation. 

A  most  interesting  record  was  that  of  three  Great  Egrets  first  observed  by  Bill  Watson  on  Motor  Island  in 
the  upper  Niagara  River  on  May  13th.  For  the  past  ten  years,  Watson  has  monitored  the  breeding  colonies  of 
Great  Blue  Herons  and  other  ardeimd  species  in  Western  New  York.  From  his  vantage  point  at  the  boat  launching 
ramp  at  the  foot  of  Sheridan  Drive  in  the  Town  of  Tonawanda,  he  occasionally  observes  Great  Egrets  on  Motor 
Island  as  it  is  an  annual  non-breeding  wanderer  in  our  region  in  spring  and  summer.  On  May  20th,  however,  two 
of  the  egrets  appeared  to  be  engaged  in  activity  resembling  nest  building  in  the  heavy  shrubbery  bordering  the 
shore  of  the  island  (now  eponymously  renamed  “Pirates  Island”).  On  the  22nd,  Watson  was  excited  to  see  one 
egret  in  an  incubating  position  on  the  nest  but  even  with  the  aid  of  the  optics  of  his  powerful  Celestron  telescope, 
he  was  unable  to  ascertain  if  egg  laying  had  occurred  by  month’s  end.  On  May  29th,  Willie  D’Anna  observed 
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another  infrequent  spring  wanderer,  a  Snowy  Egret,  feeding  in  a  low,  wet  area  of  a  field  on  the  Somerset- 
Hartland  Town  Line  Road  in  the  Town  of  Hartland  in  Niagara  County. 

It  is  always  pleasant  for  this  writer  to  relate  the  occurrence  of  Peregrine  Falcons.  On  May  7th,  Willie 
D’Anna  and  Mike  Morgante  witnessed  an  adult  Peregrine  Falcon  chasing  shorebirds  over  mudflats  of  a  drained 
water  impoundment  at  Wood  Marsh  in  theTonawanda  Wildlife  Management  Area  on  the  Bartel  Road  in  the  Town 
of  Royalton  in  Niagara  County.  On  May  10th,  D’Anna  saw  a  second  adult  Peregrine,  possibly  the  same  bird, 
stoopmg  and  chasing  the  shorebirds  at  this  marsh.  On  the  10th  he  saw  an  adult  Peregrine  Hying  over  the  Snake 
Root  Trail  in  the  Tifft  Nature  Preserve.  In  all  of  these  encounters,  the  diagnostic  black  hood  and  malar  marks  on 
the  heads  of  these  falcons  were  clearly  seen. 

Once  again  this  month,  “Dial-a-Bird”  tapes  record  a  report  of  two  Peregrine  Falcons  flying  around  the  City 
Hall  in  downtown  Buffalo,  As  noted  previously  in  these  pages,  these  oral  reports  are  of  unusual  interest  as  they 
reflect  the  exciting  possibility  of  a  breeding  pair  of  falcons  in  that  vicinity  but  the  observers  must  submit  wntten 
documentation  for  the  Society’s  statisticians  to  pass  on  or  suitable  photographic  evidence  before  the  record  can  be 
accepted. 

Stafford’s  Pond  on  the  N.Y.  State  Oak  Orchard  Game  Management  Area  on  the  Albion  Road  in  the  Town 
of  Alabama  in  Genesee  County  and  the  aforementioned  Wood  Marsh  on  Bartel  Road  in  the  Town  of  Royalton  in 
Niagara  County  were  the  scenes  of  commendable  controlled  draining  projects  this  spring  which  created  large 
expanses  of  mud  flats  at  both  sites,  providing  feeding  and  resting  areas  for  hundreds  of  migrating  shorebirds. 
Among  the  12  species  observed  at  these  locations  were  a  flock  of  400  Least  Sandpipers  at  Wood  Marsh  on  May 
15th,  a  record  single  Hock  for  this  species  in  our  study  area  and  a  Red-necked  Phalarope  at  Stafford’s  Pond  on  the 
28th.  On  that  date,  Bob  Wagner  and  John  Filor  picked  out  this  Phalarope,  in  changing  plumage,  among  a  group 
of  shorebirds  on  a  mudflat  there;  it  is  only  the  third  spring  record  for  our  study  area  (but  the  second  since  1990). 
On  the  Society’s  May  Bird  Count  on  May  21st,  Dick  Byron  and  Sonia  and  Jack  Mansfield  reported  an 
unprecedented  eight  Western  Sandpipers  in  a  flock  on  the  Lake  Erie  shoreline  of  Rock  Point  Provincial  Park  in  the 
Town  of  Dunnville,  Ontario.  Four  of  these  birds  were  resplendent  in  full  breeding  plumage.  Also  during  the  May 
Bird  Count,  Bill  Watson  and  Bob  Brock  found  a  Laughing  Gull,  an  infrequent  vagrant  in  our  study  area,  in  a 
flock  of  150  Ring-billed  Gulls  feeding  in  a  field  at  the  intersection  of  Quaker  and  Lower  Lake  Roads  in  the  Town 
of  Somerset  in  Niagara  County.  The  gull  was  easily  picked  out  among  its  congeners  by  its  smaller  size,  noticeably 
darker  mantle  and  partial  dark  hood  covering  the  posterior  portion  of  its  head  and  was  described  as  a  “second 
summer  bird.” 

Interesting  warbler  records  in  May  include  two  records  of  singing,  presumably  territorial  male  Pine 
Warblers  in  Cattaraugus  County.  Once  again  this  year,  Bruce  Chilton  reported  a  singing  male  of  this  species  in  a 
mixed  pine-broadleaf  woodland  in  the  Boyce  Hill  State  Forest  on  Bryant  Hill  Road  in  the  Town  of  Franklinville  in 
that  county.  His  observation,  on  May  25th,  was  preceded  by  four  days  by  Peter  Yoerg  and  Barbara  Henderson 
who  presumably  saw  and  heard  the  same  male  and  a  second  Pine  Warbler  at  that  location  on  the  21st  suggestive  of 
a  mated  pair.  On  May  27th,  Willie  D’Anna  and  Betsy  Potter  also  observed  a  singing  male  Pine  Warbler  on  the 
Camp  Carlton  access  road  in  Allegany  State  Park  in  the  Town  of  Redhouse  in  Cattaraugus  County;  this  bird  was 
in  a  Scotch  Pine  grove.  Betsy  Potter  also  reported  one  of  two  records  of  migrant  Connecticut  Warblers  during 
May.  Potter  and  a  host  of  others  found  her  bird  in  the  shrub  understory  of  a  small  woodlot  on  Goat  Island  in  the 
Niagara  Reservation  State  Park  and  which  was  identified  as  a  male  from  its  song.  Earlier  that  day,  in  a  larger 
woods  on  the  island,  her  group  found  a  singing  male  Kentucky  Warbler,  tracing  it  by  its  loud  “chirry  chirrv”  call. 
A  second  male  Connecticut  Warbler  was  seen  by  Lauren  and  Jean  Rachlin  on  the  Warbler  Walk  Trail  of  the  Tifft 
Nature  Preserve  in  Buffalo,  no  song  was  heard  but  when  the  bird  was  located  in  heavy  underbrush,  a 
characteristic  habitat  for  this  furtive  species,  its  diagnostic  gray  head  and  throat,  eye  ring  and  yellow  belly  were 
clearly  seen. 

Joseph  F.  Thill 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification 
according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (B.O.S.  1991)  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area. 


Name  of  Bird 

May 

Nu  mber 

Location 

Observer 

Common  Loon 

28 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Watson,  Byron  (BOS) 

D. -crest  Cormorant 

15 

51 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

D’Anna 

American  Bittern 

20 

6 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Morgan  te,  Taylor 

*  Least  Bittern 

13F 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Rosenburg  et  al 

Great  Egret 

13-29 

2-4 

Motor  Is.,  Niag.  R. 

Watson 

44 

29 

1 

Hartland  Twp. 

D’Anna 

*  Snowy  Egret 

29 

1 

Hartland  T wp. 

D’Anna 

Bl.-cr.  Night-Heron 

13 

20 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Rosenburg  et  al 

44 

20,29 

9,7 

Motor  Is.,  Niag.  R. 

Watson 

Tundra  Swan 

7 

3 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Watson,  D’Anna 

26L 

1 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Listman 

Wood  Duck 

29 

104 

Iroauois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

Green- winged  Teal 

29 

2 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Watson 

44 

29 

1 

Hartland  Twp. 

D’Anna 

Northern  Pintail 

20 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Morgante,  Taylor 

44 

27 

3 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Symonds  (RBA) 

Northern  Shoveler 

26 

2 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Listman 

44 

2 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Watson 

Canvasback 

7L 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Brasure  (BOS) 

Greater  Scaup 

7 

8 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante 

44 

26L 

3 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Listman 

Lesser  Scaup 

19-31 

2 

Amitv  Lake 

Pitzrick 

44 

26 

1 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Listman 

Oldsquaw 

20L 

30 

Shadigee 

Morgante,  Taylor 

Surf  Scoter 

14L 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

Bufflehead 

20L 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson,  Morgante  et  al 

44 

20 

1 

Carlton  Twp. 

Morgante,  Taylor 

Common  Merganser 

20L 

6 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante,  Taylor 

Ruddv  Duck 

7 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Brasure  (BOS) 

44 

7,13 

2  2 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

44 

20 

6 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante,  Holmes  et  al 

44 

26 

5 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Listman 

44 

27 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Symonds  (BOS) 

Osprey 

27 

2 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Symonds 

Bald  Eagle 

7,13 

2ad+2y@nest 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

44 

20 

2 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Morgante,  Taylor 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

12 

2  on  nest 

WilliamsvilleGIen 

Yoerg 

Northern  Goshawk 

14 

1 

Forest  Lawn,  Bflo. 

Davis 
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Name  of  Bird 

May 

Nu  mber 

Location 

Observer 

Peregrine  Falcon 

7 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

D’Anna,  Morgante 

44 

10 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

D’Anna 

a 

15 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

D’Anna 

Wild  Turkey 

15 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Watson 

*Yellow  Rail 

3 

1 

Port  Weller,  Ont. 

Roy 

Black-bellied  Plover 

7 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Morgante,  D’Anna 

44 

26 

4 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Yoerg,  Chilton 

44 

26 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Mueller  (EABC) 

*  Semi  pal  mated  Plover 

7F,  15 

1,70 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

D’Anna 

Greater  Y  ellovvlegs 

7 

30 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

D’Anna 

a 

29L 

2 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

D’Anna  etal 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

7 

150 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

D’Anna 

tt 

29 

2 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Watson  et  al 

Whimbrel 

26 

3 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Yoerg,  Chilton 

a 

26 

1 

Morgan’s  Point,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Chilton 

a 

26 

1 

Morgan’s  Point,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Chilton 
D’Anna  etal 

*  Ruddy  Turnstone 

14F 

12 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

a 

26 

25 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Yoerg,  Chilton 
D’Anna  etal 

*Semipalm.  Sandpiper 

14F 

4 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

a 

15 

5 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

D’Anna 

*Least  Sandpiper 

7F.15 

20,400 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

14 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

44 

29 

2 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Watson 

*White-r.  Sandpiper 

15F.19 

U 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

D’Anna 

44 

26 

4 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Mueller  (EABC) 

Dunlin 

14 

62 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

29 

3 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Watson 

*Short-b.  Dowitcher 

7F,15 

1,2 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

D’Anna  etal 

*  Red-necked  Phalarope 

28 

1 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Wagner,  Filor 
D’Anna 

Little  Gull 

6L 

2 

Lewiston 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

6 

3300 

Lewiston 

D’Anna 

Iceland  Gull 

15L 

1 

Porter  Twp. 

D’Anna  etal 

Caspian  Tern 

28 

3 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Watson,  Y oerg  et  al 

*BlackTern 

7F 

11 

Iroquois  N.W.R.  &  vicinity 

D’Anna 

44 

15 

40 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

D’Anna 

44 

26 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Yoerg,  Chilton 

*Black-billed  Cuckoo 

17F 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

44 

27 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Symonds  (RBA) 

Yellow-billed  Cuckoo 

27 

3 

Allegany  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

31 

1 

Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

Holmes  (EABC) 

^Common  Nighthawk 

18F 

2 

Lancaster  T  wp. 

Morgante 

44 

20 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

22 

1 

Buffalo 

Davis 

44 

26 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Mueller  (EABC) 

*Whip-poor-will 

10F 

1 

Blasdell 

Turisk 

44 

12 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

Chimney  Swift 

11 

100 

Buffalo 

Mueller 

*Ruby-t.  Hummingbird 

4F 

1 

Depew 

Morgante 

44 

7 

2 

Wales  Twp. 

O.  Rosche 

Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

14F 

2 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Potter  et  al 

44 

15 

2 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

16 

1 

Evans  Twp. 

Chilton 

44 

20 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante,  Taylor 
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Name  of  Bird 

May 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Olive-s.  Flycatcher 

27 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

44 

30 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

*  Eastern  Wood-Pewee 

13F 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

*Yellovv-b.  Rycatcher  2 

:0F,27 

U 

Williamsville  Glen 

Morgan  te 

44 

oo  05 

U 

Williamsville  Glen 

Yoerg 

44 

24 

1 

Goat  Island 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

29 

1 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

44 

30 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

44 

30 

1 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

*  Acadian  Flycatcher 

20,27 

1  PDBA 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante,  Holmes  et  al 

44 

27 

1 

Allegany  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

31 

1  PDBA 

Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

Holmes  (EABC) 

*Alder  Rycatcher 

19F 

1 

Clarence  Twp. 

Morgante 

44 

20 

1 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

*Willow  Rycatcher 

16F 

1 

Lancaster  Twp. 

Morgante 

44 

18 

1 

Porter  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

*Gr.  Cr.  Flycatcher 

7F 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

D’Anna 

44 

8 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

*  Eastern  Kingbird 

7F 

3 

Newstead  Twp. 

Watson 

44 

7F 

3 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

D’Anna 

44 

20 

30 

Somerset  Twp. 

Morgante,  Taylor 

Common  Raven 

13 

1  ad  &  1  yo 

Carrollton  Twp. 

Eaton 

Carolina  Wren 

5,22 

1 

Times  Beach,  Buffalo 

Hess 

44 

10 

1 

Blasdell 

Turisk 

44 

15 

1 

Goat  Island 

D’Anna  et  al 

Winter  Wren 

25 

1 

Williamsville  Glen 

Yoerg 

Marsh  Wren 

3 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Davis 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

29 

4PBDA 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

20L 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Morgante,  Taylor 

*Veery 

9F 

1 

Wheatfield  Twp. 

Potter 

44 

10 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Davis 

44 

10 

3 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

44 

10 

1 

Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

*  Gray-cheeked  Thrush 

10F 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

44 

17 

1 

Tillman  W.M.A. 

Morgante 

*Swainson’s  Thrush 

12F 

2 

Williamsville  Glen 

Yoerg 

44 

13 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Potter 

44 

27L 

3 

Williamsville  Glen 

Morgante 

Northern  Mockingbird 

31 

1 

Allegany  Twp. 

Eaton 

American  Pipit 

20 

2 

Newstead  Twp. 

Watson 

44 

29L 

1 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Davis,  D’Anna,  Morgante 

White -eved  Vireo 

14 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Potter 

*Yellow-thr.  Vireo 

10F 

1 

Goat  Island 

Potter 

44 

10F 

1 

Wheatfield  Twp. 

Potter 

Warbling  Vireo 

5 

0 

4m* 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

^Philadelphia  Vireo 

1  IF 

1 

Orchard  Park  T wp. 

Holmes,  Saville 

44 

12 

1 

Williamsville  Glen 

Yoerg 

44 

26L 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

*  Red-eyed  Vireo 

13F 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

44 

14 

4 

Carrollton  Twp. 

Eaton 

Blue-winged  Warbler 

7 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

*Golden-wing.  Warbler 

20F 

4 

Tonawanda  Ind.  Res. 

Morgante  et  al 

*”Brewster’s  Warbler” 

10F 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 
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Name  of  Bird 

May 

Nu  mber 

Location 

Observer 

* ’Brewster’s  Warbler” 

11 

1 

Goat  Island 

Potter 

^Tennessee  Warbler 

10F 

1 

Goat  Island 

Potter 

44 

11 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

D’Anna 

*Orange-cr.  Warbler 

11 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

*Nashville  Warbler 

4F 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Davis 

44 

4F 

1 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitznck 

*  Northern  Parula 

9F 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Davis 

44 

10 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

44 

10 

1 

Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 

Yoerg,  Byron 

44 

10 

1 

Goat  Island 

Potter  et  al 

*Chestnut-s.  Warbler 

10F 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Davis 

44 

10F 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

44 

10F 

1 

Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

10F 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

D’Anna 

44 

10F 

2 

Goat  Island 

Potter 

44 

30L 

2 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

*  Magnolia  Warbler 

5F 

1 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

44 

10 

2 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

44 

10 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

D’Anna 

44 

10 

1 

Goat  Island 

Potter 

44 

30L 

2 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

*Cape  May  Warbler 

10F 

1 

Blasdell 

T  urisk 

44 

10F 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

D’Anna 

*Bl.-thr.  Bl.  Warbler 

2F 

1 

Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 

Davis 

44 

8 

1 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

*  Blackburnian  Warbler 

10F 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

44 

10F 

1 

Blasdell 

Turisk 

44 

10F 

4 

Goat  Island 

Potter 

Pine  Warbler 

10 

1 

Goat  Island 

Potter 

44 

13 

1 

Bush  Hill  S.F. 

Chilton 

44 

25 

1 

Boyce  Hill  S.F. 

Chilton 

44 

27 

1 

Allegany  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

*  Prairie  Warbler 

9F,24 

1,2 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitznck 

44 

13 

2 

Machias  Twp. 

Chilton 

44 

25 

1 

EllicottvilleTwp. 

Chilton 

*  Bay-breasted  Warbler 

13F 

2 

Williamsville  Glen 

Morgante 

44 

15 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Davis 

44 

15 

4 

Goat  Island 

D’Anna  et  al 

*Blackpoll  Warbler 

14F 

1 

Williamsville  Glen 

Morgante 

44 

17 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

44 

30 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitznck 

Cerulean  Warbler 

11 

2 

Goat  Island 

Potter,  Roberson 

44 

13 

6 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

44 

13 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Bl.-and-vv.  Warbler 

29L 

1 

Shelby  Twp. 

Watson 

44 

29L 

1 

Wheatfield  Twp. 

Potter 

*  A  men  can  Redstart 

7F 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

D’Anna 

44 

9 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

44 

31L 

2 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

*  Prothonotary  Warbler  20F,29 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante  et  al 

44 

27 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Symonds  (RBA) 

44 

29 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

Oven  bird 

10 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 
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Name  of  Bird 

M  a  v 

Nu  mber 

Location 

Observer 

Oven  bird 

10 

o 

Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

10 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

D’Anna 

(4 

10 

5 

Goat  Island 

Potter 

44 

30L 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Roberson 

*La.  Waterthrush 

8F 

1 

Holland  Twp. 

O.  Rosche 

44 

13 

1 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

*Kentuckv  Warbler 

24 

1 

Goat  Island 

D’Anna  etal 

*  Connecticut  Warbler 

14 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

J&L  Rachlin 

44 

24 

1 

Goat  Island 

Potter,  D’Anna 

^Mourning  Warbler 

10F 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

D’Anna 

44 

18 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

44 

18 

1 

WilliamsvilleGlen 

Yoerg 

Common  Yellowthroat 

3 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Davis 

*  Hooded  Warbler 

10F 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

44 

11 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Davis 

44 

11 

1 

Goat  Island 

Potter 

*Wilson’s  Warbler 

1  IF 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

44 

12 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Davis 

44 

30L 

2 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

*  Canada  Warbler 

6F 

1 

Goat  Island 

Roberson 

44 

17 

2 

WilliamsvilleGlen 

Yoerg 

*  Scarlet  Tanager 

10F 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

44 

10F 

1 

Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 

Y oerg,  Henderson 
D’Anna 

44 

10F 

2 

Tifft  N.P. 

44 

27L 

1 

Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 

Morgante 

*Rose-br.  Grosbeak 

7F 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Brasure  (BOS) 

44 

7F 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

D’Anna 

*Indigo  Bunting 

14F 

1 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitznck 

44 

14F 

5 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

D’Anna  et  al 

*  Grasshopper  Sparrow 

20F 

1 

Clarence  Twp. 

Watson 

44 

26 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Mueller  (EABC) 

*Henslow’s  Sparrow 

17F 

1 

Clarence  Twp. 

Morgante 

Fox  Sparrow 
*  Lincoln’s  Sparrow 

1L 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Davis 

10F 

7 

Tifft  N.P. 

D’Anna 

44 

10F 

1 

Goat  Island 

Potter 

44 

12 

3 

Williamsville  Glen 

Yoerg 

44 

27L 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

10 

125 

Tifft  N.P. 

D’Anna 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

25L 

2 

Lancaster  Twp. (f) 

Morgante 

Bobolink 

6 

2 

Wales  Twp. 

O.  Rosche 

Yellow-h.  Blackbird 

1 

1 

Alden  Twp. 

Backe 

Rusty  Blackbird 

20L 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Morgante,  Taylor 

*  Northern  Oriole 

5F 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

44 

7 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Brasure  (BOS) 

Pine  Siskin 

6L 

1 

Porter  Twp. 

D’Anna 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded .  185 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  .  (include.  May  Count) . 66 

Total  for  year . 251 
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Report  of  the  59th  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  May  Bird  count 

DATE:  May  21,  1995  COMPILERS:  Mike  Galas,  Gerry  Rising,  Terry'  Yonker 

WEATHER:  During  the  week  prior  to  the  Count,  one  of  the  most  serious  outbreaks  of  severe  weather  in  several  years 
progressed  eastward  along  and  ahead  of  a  stagnating  cold  front  from  Denver  to  Washington,  D  C.  Seventy-six  tornadoes,  large 
hail,  and  other  major  wind  events  occurred  from  May  15- 19, 46  of  the  tornadoes  occurring  in  Illinois,  Kentucky,  and 
Tenessee.  At  midnight  before  the  Count  a  deep  low  pressure  area  was  located  just  north  of  Lake  Huron,  a  cold  front  extending 
from  the  low  through  Detroit,  Lexington,  and  Oklahoma  City.  A  warm  front  stretched  from  the  cold  front  in  Michigan’s 
thumb  through  the  Count  area.  Rain  and  thunderstorms  preceded  the  warm  front  whereupon  the  wind  switched  to  the  SSW. 
Between  5:00  a.m.  and  7:00  a.m.  the  cold  front  passed  from  west  to  east  through  the  area.  Following  the  frontal  passage, 
dewpoints  and  humidity  dropped  rapidly  as  gusty  winds  increased  from  the  SW,  eventually  reaching  25  mph  (gusts  to  44 
mph)  by  4:00  p.m. 

Buffalo  International  Airport  Weather  Observations  May  21,  1995 
Sunrise  5:45  am  Sunset  8:37  pm 


Time 

Condi  tions 

Temp 

Dew  Point 

Humiditv 

Pressure  mb 

Wind  mph 

12  mid 

Rain  &  Thunder 

62 

56 

56 

29.74 

SSW  10 

4  am 

Cloudy 

56 

52 

86 

29,75 

SSW  9 

6  am 

Cloudy 

56 

52 

86 

29.75 

WSW  8 

8  am 

Partly  Cloudy 

54 

51 

90 

29.79 

SSW  8 

10  am 

Sunny 

62 

48 

60 

29.82 

SW  10 

12  noon 

Partly  Cloudy 

67 

48 

50 

29.81 

SSW  15 

2  pm 

Partly  Cloudy 

68 

42 

42 

29.81 

SSW  17  G  31 

4  pm 

Partly  Cloudy 

69 

36 

30 

29.81 

SW  25  G  44 

6  pm 

Partly  Cloudy 

65 

39 

38 

29.83 

SW  23  G  38 

Neotropical  migrants  no  doubt  experienced  serious  buffeting  from  heavy  storms  and  unfavorable  winds  west  and  south  of 
Buffalo  during  the  week  prior  to  the  count.  More  favorable  southerly  w  inds  and  weather  conditions  in  advance  of  the  front 
would  have  been  conducive  for  migration  in  the  Count  area  until  Thursday  or  Friday.  Banding  records  indicate  that  the  peak 
migration  may  have  occurred  just  prior  to  the  Count. 

COMPILATION :  The  following  is  a  list  of  species  seen  on  the  count  followed  by  the  total  number  observed. 
Where  a  species  was  recorded  in  three  or  fewer  sections,  the  section  numbers  appear  in  parentheses. 
Boldface  names  indicate  species  for  which  acceptable  written  verifications  were  received.  F  and  L 
represent  first  and  last  dates  for  the  spring  migration;  *  represents  first  record  for  the  year;  pdba 
represents  “previously  designated  breeding  area.” 

Loons  -  Ducks 


Common  Loon 

6 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

21 

Double-crested  Cormorant 

253 

.Amen can  Bittern 

1 

Great  Blue  Heron 

27 

Great  Egret 

3 

(10) 

Green  Heron 

36 

Black-crowned  Night  Heron 

6 

(2,8,9) 

Tundra  Swan 

3 

(13,20) 

Canada  Goose 

3585 

Wood  Duck 

228 

Green- winged  Teal 

5 

(10,19,26) 

Amen  can  Black  Duck 

13 

(9,13,27) 

Mallard 

1143 

Northern  Pintail 

2 

(5,10) 

Blue-winged  Teal 

42 

Northern  Shoveler 

3 

(10,13) 

Gadwall 

3 

(10) 

American  Wigeon 

9 

(8,10) 

Redhead 

10 

(10,13) 

Ring-necked  Duck 

L 

1 

(13) 

Lesser  Scaup 

2 

(13,28) 

scaup  species 

50 

White -winged  Scoter 

L 

2 

(3) 

Hooded  Merganser 

18 

Common  Merganser 

21 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

71 

Ruddy  Duck 

10 

(10,13) 
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Raptors  -  Rails 


Turkey  Vulture 

342 

Osprey 

13 

Bald  Eagle 

6 

(10,23,24) 

Northern  Hamer 

26 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

11 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

14 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

10 

Broad-winged  Hawk 

16 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

190 

Plovers 

Black-bellied  Hover 

9 

(13,17) 

Semipalmated  Plover 

37 

Kill  deer 

479 

Greater  Y  ellowlegs 

3 

(2,18) 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

6 

(1,5,28) 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

5 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

105 

Upland  Sandpiper 

*F 

2 

(17) 

Whimbrel 

*F 

6 

(13) 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

51 

Sanderling 

*F 

11 

(7,13) 

Semipalmated  Sandpiper 

178 

Western  Sandpiper 

*F 

8 

(7) 

Least  Sandpiper 

53 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

4 

(2) 

Doves  - 

Rock  Dove 

1159 

Mourning  Dove 

1289 

Black-billed  Cuckoo 

17 

Yellow-billed  Cuckoo 

*F 

5 

Eastern  Screech-Owl 

11 

Great  Homed  Owl 

10 

Barred  Owl 

5 

(19,25,28) 

Northern  Saw-whet  Owl 

1 

(28) 

Common  Nighthawk 

35 

Whip-poor-will 

5 

(7,13) 

Chimney  Swift 

323 

Ruby-throated  Hummingbird 

174 

Belted  Kingfisher 

51 

Red  headed  Woodpecker 

18 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker 

31 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 

71 

Downy  Woodpecker 

188 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

73 

Northern  Ricker 

222 

Pileated  Woodpecker 

34 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

7 

(27) 

Amen  can  Kestrel 

73 

Ring -necked  Pheasant 

33 

Ruffed  Grouse 

37 

Wild  Turkey 

88 

Virginia  Rail 

11 

Sora 

1 

(22) 

Common  Moorhen 

14 

Amencan  Coot 

10 

-  Terns 

Dunlin 

241 

Short-billed  Dowitcher 

38 

(1,13,23) 

Common  Snipe 

7 

American  Woodcock 

19 

shorebird  species 

44 

Laughing  Gull 

*  1 

(4) 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

340 

Ring-billed  Gull 

27471 

Herring  Gull 

3383 

Great  Black-backed  Gull 

68 

gull  species 

250 

Caspian  Tem 

20 

Common  Tem 

324 

Black  Tem 

22 

(5,10) 

Swallows 

Olive-sided  Rycatcher  *F 

3 

(14,23,24) 

Eastern  Wood  Pewee 

135 

Yellow-bellied  Rycatcher 

6 

(5,13,18) 

Acadian  Flycatcher  pdba 

4 

(14,20,25) 

Alder  Rycatcher 

25 

Willow  Rycatcher 

65 

Least  Rycatcher 

137 

empidonax  species 

10 

Eastern  Phoebe 

365 

Great  Crested  Rycatcher 

224 

Eastern  Kingbird 

305 

Homed  Lark 

24 

Purple  Martin 

415 

Tree  Sw  allow 

2013 

No.  Rough-winged  Swallow 

388 

Bank  Swallow 

422 

Cliff  Swallow 

170 

Bam  Swallow 

1517 

swallow  species 

145 
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Jays  -  Starlings 


Blue  Jay 

960 

Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher 

26 

American  Crow 

1984 

Eastern  Bluebird 

168 

Common  Raven  pdba 

3 

(17,18) 

Veery 

115 

Black-capped  Chickadee 

844 

Gray-cheeked  Thrush 

1 

(22) 

Tufted  Titmouse 

95 

Swainson’s  Thrush 

41 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch 

39 

Hermit  Thrush 

22 

White-breasted  Nuthatch 

158 

Wood  Thrush 

263 

Brown  Creeper 

14 

American  Robin 

5855 

Carolina  Wren 

15 

Gray  Catbird 

905 

House  Wren 

358 

Mockingbird 

8 

(123) 

Winter  Wren 

9 

Brown  Thrasher 

37 

Marsh  Wren 

18 

Cedar  Waxwing 

757 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

27 

European  Starling 

5008 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 

10 

Vireos  - 

Warblers 

Solitary  Vireo 

49 

Pine  Warbler 

2 

(18) 

Yellow -throated  Vireo 

15 

Prairie  Warbler 

3 

(5) 

Warbling  Vireo 

240 

Palm  Warbler 

4 

(14,20,22) 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

7 

Bay-breasted  W  arbler 

64 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

452 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

27 

Blue-winged  Warbler 

106 

Cerulean  Warbler 

10 

Golden-winged  Warbler 

3 

(1.19) 

Black-and-white  Warbler 

31 

Tennessee  Warbler 

52 

American  Redstart 

312 

Nashville  Warbler 

22 

Prothonotary  Warbler 

3 

(5) 

Northern  Parula 

6 

Ovenbird 

201 

Yellow  Warbler 

1604 

Northern  Waterthrush 

22 

Chestnut- sided  Warbler 

219 

Louisiana  Waterthrush 

3 

(1428) 

Magnolia  Warbler 

125 

Mourning  Warbler 

31 

Cape  May  Warbler 

5 

(7,9,11) 

Common  Yellowthroat 

732 

Black-throated  Blue  Warbler 

34 

Hooded  Warbler 

86 

Yell  ow-rumped  Warbler 

153 

Wilson’s  Warbler 

15 

Blck- throated  Green  Warbler 

101 

Canada  Warbler 

32 

Blackburnian  W  arbler 

76 

warbler  species 

4 

Tanagers 

-  Finches 

Scarlet  Tanager 

120 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

219 

Northern  Cardinal 

677 

Bobolink 

875 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 

443 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

6147 

Indigo  Bunting 

245 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

257 

Rufous-sided  Towhee 

108 

Rusty  Blackbird 

6 

(826) 

Chipping  Sparrow 

851 

Common  Grackle 

3239 

Field  Sparrow 

112 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

1025 

Vesper  Sparrow 

18 

Orchard  Oriole 

*  2 

(7) 

Savannah  Sparrow 

203 

Northern  Oriole 

774 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 

11 

Purple  Finch 

224 

Song  Sparrow 

1544 

House  Finch 

1109 

Lincoln’s  Sparrow 

2 

(1120) 

Pine  Siskin 

4 

(2628) 

Swamp  Sparrow 

121 

American  Goldfinch 

1955 

White-throated  Sparrow 

30 

Evening  Grosbeak 

1 

(19) 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

81 

House  Sparrow 

2058 

sparrow  species 

4 

unspecified  birds 

18 
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SUMMARY  INFORMATION:  Total  Species  Observed  -  201 

Hybrids  -  0 

Total  Individual  Birds  Observed  -  95,091 
Number  of  Observers  -  279 

The  count  totals  were  above  average:  the  species  count  was  2  above  the  decade  average,  and  8  above 
the  59  year  average.  Total  individuals  were  15691  or  20%  above  the  decade  average  and  37578  or  65%' 
above  the  59  year  average. 

When  decade  comparisons  are  offered  they  are  for  the  period  from  1986  to  1995.  In  parentheses  are 
noted  previous  records. 

Loons  -  Ducks:  Pied-billed  Grebe  21,  decade  high  (14  in  1994,  1990,  1986,  count  record  27  in  1955); 
Canada  Goose  3585,  record  high  ( 1899  in  1992);  Mallard  1 143,  record  high  ( 1095  in  1985);  Ruddy 
Duck  10,  decade  high  (6  in  1989,  count  record  21  in  1956).  Swans,  Geese,  and  Ducks  5229,  record 
high  (3601  in  1993) 

Raptors  -  Rails:  Wild  Turkey  88,  record  high  (63  in  1988). 

Plovers  -  Terns:  Black-bellied  Plover  9,  decade  high  (2  in  1990,  count  record  15  in  1955);  Sanderling  11, 
decade  high  (7  in  1989,  count  record  200  in  1981);  Semipalmated  Sandpiper  178,  record  high  (122  in 
1949);  Western  Sandpiper  8,  record  high  (1  in  1948);  Dunlin  241,  decade  high  (183  in  1990,  count 
record  682  in  1967);  Laughing  Gull  1,  first  count  record;  Herring  Gull  3383,  record  high  (3202  in 
1993);  Common  Tern  324,  decade  high  (305  in  1990,  count  record  6375  in  1954). 

Doves  -  Swallows:  Eastern  Screech  Owl  1 1,  record  high  (9  in  1953  and  1944);  Northern  Saw-whet  Owl 
1,  only  recorded  in  1948,  1955,  1959,  1975,  and  1994;  Common  Nighthawk  35,  decade  high  (32  in 
1986,  count  record  38  in  1947);  Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker  71,  record  high  (43  in  1971);  Pileated 
Woodpecker  34,  record  high  (32  in  1986);  Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher  6,  decade  high  (4  in  1988,  1989, 
count  record  15  in  1956);  Alder  Flycatcher  25,  decade  high  (23  in  1987,  count  record  100  in  1947,  but 
recall  that  Willow'  Flycatcher  was  not  split  off  then);  Eastern  Phoebe  365,  decade  high  (256  in  1992, 
count  record  390  in  1972). 

Jays  -  Starlings:  Tufted  Titmouse  95,  record  high  (81  in  1994);  Golden-crowned  Kinglet  27,  record  high 
tied  with  1966;  Swainson’s  Thrush  41,  decade  high  (33  in  1989,  count  record  146  in  1956);  Gray 
Catbird  905,  decade  high  (736  in  1992,  count  record  1 142  in  1967);  Cedar  Waxwing  757,  record  high 
(609  in  1979).  Mimic  Thrushes  950,  decade  high  (803  in  1986,  count  record  1406  in  1967):  note  that 
this  is  despite  the  low  numbers  of  Brown  Thrashers. 

Vireos  -  Warblers:  Solitary  Vireo  49,  record  high  (44  in  1992  and  1993);  Warbling  Vireo  240,  record  high 
(205  in  1985);  Red-eyed  Vireo  452,  decade  high  (439  in  1990,  count  record  798  in  1974); 
Prothonotary  Warbler  3,  decade  high  (2  in  1993,  count  record  1 1  in  1935);  Hooded  Warbler  86, 
record  high  tied  with  1992.  Vireos  763,  decade  high  (625  in  1986,  count  record  964  in  1974). 
Warblers,  a  group  threatened  on  a  continental  scale,  are  doing  reasonably  well  here,  this  year’s  4088 
slightly  above  the  decade  average  of  3826  and  the  overall  count  average  of  3582. 

Tanagers  -  House  Sparrows:  Northern  Cardinal  677,  decade  high  (673  in  1992,  count  record  884  in 
1976);  Vesper  Sparrow  18,  decade  high  (17  in  1986,  count  record  287  in  1950);  Dark-eyed  Junco 
219,  record  high  (217  in  1966). 

OBSERVERS:  Compilers  are  printed  in  boldface: 

Section  1:  Bill  Broderick,  David  Cooper,  Lynne  Landon. 

Section  2:  Michael  Davis, Brenda Kuntz. 

Section  3:  Patricia  Divine,  Jerald  Farrell,  Walter  Klabunde,  Don  Roberson,  David  Suggs,  Debra  Suggs. 

Section  4:  Robert  Brock,  Wiliam  Watson. 

Section  5:  Mary  Benham,  Paul  Benham,  Don  Brasure,  Dick  Christensen,  Peggy  Christensen,  John  Hodson,  Blake 
Reeves,  Marion  Smith,  Bill  Townsend. 

Section  6:  Bob  Andrle,  Joe  Thill. 

Section  7:  Richard  Byron,  Jeanne  Faman,  Jack  Mansfield,  Sonja  Mansfield,  Berne  Payne 
Section  8:  Jane  Heyer,  Alice  McKale,  Ellen  Schopp,  Margaret  Stewart,  Michael  Zebehazy. 

Section  9:  Marcia  O’Bara,  Tom  O’Bara,  Betsy  Potter,  Mike  Turisk. 

Section  10:  Dick  Collins,  Mike  Galas,  Gerry  Rising. 
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Section  11:  Edward  B erst,  Dennis  Gialak,  Susan  Gralak. 

Section  12:  Ann  Bauer,  Marian  Bee,  Tom  Harper,  Linda  Holmes,  Joseph  Lesser,  Donna  Wieand. 

Section  13:  Melanie  Darnel,  Roger  Daniel,  William  D’Anna,  Ted  Gerace,  Jeanne  Grnmell,  Eileen  Hull,  Robert  Hull,  Jane  Mason, 
Marc  Mason,  Max  Mason,  David  Muller,  Marge  Pixley,  David  Whitcomb,  Anita  Wierzba. 

Section  14:  Lois  Abbott,  Ken  Braudes,  Phyllis  Hansen,  Douglas  Happ,  Erma  Kern,  Lucille  Leonard,  Robert  Leonard,  Glenna  Leous, 
Mark  Leous,  Ami  Macleod,  Brian  McAllister,  Tim  McAllister,  Alfred  Saunders,  Sue  Saunders,  Audrey  Segebartli,  Jack  Segebarth, 
Barbara  Walker,  Margaret  Wooley. 

Section  15:  Wiliam  Bogacki,  Edward  Ratajczak,  Art  Rosche,  Olga  Rosche. 

Section  16:  Tom  Connare,  Marian  Domhaffer,  Audrey  Horbett,  Fran  Rew. 

Section  17:  Tom  Coopman,  Bert  Schweigert. 

Section  18:  Bruce  Chilton,  Barbara  Henderson,  Peter  Yoerg. 

Section  19:  Allegany  County  Bird  Club:  Ron  Andrews,  Leona  Arnold,  Lucile  Bailey,  Roy  Bielewicz,  Sandy  Bielewicz,  Mary  Folger, 
Lyle  Hotchkiss,  James  Mullen,  Larry  Mullen,  Roger  Nicholson,  Mrs.  Roger  Nicholson,  Jean  Penny,  Vesta  Rice,  Elaine 
Smith,  Emmette  Smith,  Marion  Smith,  William  Smith,  Elwyn  Steadman,  Gail  Steadman,  Oliver  Wiliams,  Lanny  Wilson,  Jean 
Wilson,  Richard  Wilson. 

Section  20:  Lake  Erie  Bird  Club:  Chris  Budmewski,  Ray  Budniewski,  Gwen  Farver,  Paul  Farver,  Joanne  Goetz,  Joe  Gula,  Paul 
Hanlon,  Richard  Mega,  Terry  Mosher,  Tom  O'Connell,  Marilyn  Pecoraro,  Marty  Sanders,  Audrey  Schafer,  Jeanme  Smith,  Keith 
Stock,  Doris  Welch,  Tom  Welch. 

Section  21:  Jamestown  Audubon  Society:  Darnel  Cordosi,  Julie  Heilman,  Margaret  Jewett,  Ranjit  Laha,  Jessie  Nelson,  Jean  Pigman, 
Carol  Roby,  Linda  Seleen,  William  Seleen,  Robert  Sundell. 

Section  22:  Jamestown  Audubon  Society:  Darnel  Cordosi,  Margaaret  Jewett,  Ranjit  Laha,  Jesse  Morando,  Linda  Seleen,  William 
Seleen,  Robert  Sundell,  Brenda  Watts,  Donald  Watts. 

Section  23:  Jamestown  Audubon  Society:  Virginia  Anderson,  Daniel  Cordosi,  Margaret  Jewett,  Ranjit  Laha,  Jeremy  Maggio,  Stephen 
Maggio,  Jean  Pigman,  Linda  Seleen,  William  Seleen,  Robert  Sundell. 

Section  24:  Timothy  Baird. 

Section  25:  Timothy  Baird,  Arlene  Bordonaro,  Lucille  Bordonaro,  Stephen  Eaton,  Margaret  Green,  Arlene  Knittle,  Clara  Vales, 
Richard  White. 

Section  26:  Allegany  County  Bird  Club:  Llewellyn  Bump,  Roberta  Bump,  Doris  Burton,  Shanna  Graves,  Frances  Hunt,  Mary 
Jordan,  Joanne  Ralm,  Ami  Scott,  Morris  Scott,  Bruce  Smalley. 

Section  27:  Allegany  County  Bird  Club:  Dan  Babcock,  Harold  Babcock,  Margaret  Barnett,  Doris  Burton,  Estella  Cronauer,  Fritz 
Cronauer,  June  Dickinson,  Audrey  Dunham,  George  Dunham,  Doris  Hurlburt,  Norman  Ives,  Claribel  James,  Don  King,  Helen 
Link,  Lillian  Simons,  George  Smith,  Ruth  Smith,  Jake  Strong,  Bill  Thompson,  Fran  Thompson. 

Section  28:  Allegany  County  Bird  Club:  Mallery  Adams,  Mary  Adams,  Russell  Allen,  Dorothy  Bayless,  Warren  Bouck,  Craig  Braack, 
Don  Brink,  Lonna  Brink,  Elizabeth  Brooks,  Judson  Browning,  Debbie  Bucholz,  Betty  Burdick,  Carl  Burdick,  Doris  Burton, 
Dale  Coats,  Carla  Coch,  Diane  Con  verso,  Jim  Copenheaver,  Cynthia  Culley,  Paul  Culley,  Elsie  Cushing,  Larry  Deverell, 
Phyllis  DuBreiul,  Ami  Eisenhardt,  Peggie  Eisenliardt,  Robert  Eisenliardt,  Dorotlia  Fanton,  Keegan  Fleming,  Walt  Franklin,  Mary 
Alice  Fuller,  John  Gradoni,  Ellen  Hardy,  Nathan  Hardy,  Virginia  Hogan,  Matthew  Hotclikill,  Sandra  Hotchkiss,  Betty  Kellogg, 
Wayne  Kellogg,  Elsie  Kent,  Clarence  Klingensmith,  Margaret  Klingensmith,  Ellen  Lamb,  Barry  Lash,  Hannah  Lash,  Martha 
Lash,  Rachel  Lash,  Kathy  MacDonald,  Wallace  MacDonald,  Ed  Mason,  Marjorie  Mason,  Kenneth  McClure,  Marion  McClure, 
Lyle  Palmiter,  Thelma  Palmiter,  Beverly  Perry,  Jean  Phelan,  Amie  Pipal,  Robert  Pipal,  Esther  Pitzrick,  Michael  Pitzrick, 
Raymond  Pitzrick,  Vivian  Pitzrick,  Dan  Ramsey,  Danielle  Ramsey,  Evelyn  Ramsey,  Nicole  Ramsey,  Ona  Reynolds,  Laurie 
Rygiel,  Richard  Rygiel,  Violet  Sharrett,  Helen  Shear,  Norb  Shear,  Maureen  Soule,  Terah  Soule,  Wilma  Taggart,  Bea  Thompson, 
Timothy  Timbrook,  Guy  Tucker,  Mary  Lu  Wills. 

TIFFT  NATURE  PRESERVE  FIELD  TRIP 

The  Tifft  trip  on  May  7,  1995  provided  an  interesting  example  of  how  weather  affects  us  birders. 
Last  year  a  warm  spring  (it  reached  83  degrees  on  April  23)  brought  in  many  migrating  birds,  but  on  the 
day  of  our  Tifft  trip  it  was  cold  and  drizzling.  The  result  was  that  there  were  more  warblers  than  birders: 
10  warbler  species,  6  birders. 

This  year  just  the  opposite  occurred.  Spring  has  been  abnormally  cold,  and  migration  has  been  slow. 
But  May  7  was  beautiful.  The  result  was  few  warblers  and  lots  of  birders:  3  vs  22. 
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Yellow  Warblers  were  scattered  across  the  Preserve,  a  Yellow-rumped  was  seen  on  Mosquito  Junction 
and  a  Common  Yellowthroat  sang  briefly  at  the  south  end  of  Warbler  Walk. 

The  trip  started  off  with  a  White-crowned  Sparrow  and  four  swallows  (Tree,  Barn,  Rough-legged, 
and  Bank)  near  the  visitor  center.  We  saw  a  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  along  Mosquito  Junction,  a  Hermit 
Thrush  on  Warbler  Walk,  a  Rusty  Blackbird  near  the  South  Blind  and  another  along  Warbler  Walk.  We 
heard  a  Carolina  Wren  on  Warbler  Walk  and  Virginia  Rails  both  along  old  Tifft  Street  .  and  Heritage 
Boardwalk  but  could  not  get  them  to  show  themselves.  Two  Cedar  Waxwings,  two  Blue-gray  Gnatcatchers, 
and  a  Rufous-sided  Towhee  were  found  along  Service  Road. 

A  late  straggler  Canvasback  was  swimming  on  Lisa  Pond  as  were  a  pair  of  Ruddy  Ducks  at  Times 
Beach.  Also  at  Times  Beach  we  saw  a  Common  Tern,  a  few  American  wigeon  and  Lesser  Scaup  and 
50  Double-crested  Cormorants.  Our  final  count  was  60  species  of  birds. 

Donald  Brasure 


Summary  of  Hotline  and  Dial-a-Bird  Activity 

May  1995 


Although  May  is  the  busiest  month  for  local  birding,  the  only  sighting  reported  on  the  Hotline  was  a  rare 
spring  record  of  a  Red-necked  Phalarope,  May  28  at  Stafford's  Pond  in  the  Oak  Orchard  Wildlife  Management 
Area.  Unfortunately,  the  phalarope  was  seen  only  one  day.  A  Yellow-headed  Blackbird,  first  reported  on  the 
Hotline  April  30  at  Tifft  Nature  Preserve,  remained  until  May  2.  Another  Yellow-headed  Blackbird  was  reported 
one  day  at  the  end  of  the  month  at  a  feeder  in  Orchard  Park. 

Warblers  were  the  feature  of  May  Dial-a-Bird  activity.  The  first  warbler  fallout  reported  was  May  9,  when 
16  species  were  found  at  Bond  Lake  Park  in  Lewiston.  By  the  1 1th,  28  species  were  reported  across  the  region. 
In  total,  accounts  of  33  species,  plus  "Brewster's"  and  a  reported  "Lawrence's",  were  received  through  the 
month,  including  a  Kentucky  Warbler  and  a  Connecticut  Warbler  at  Goat  Island  May  24. 

Peregrine  Falcons  in  downtown  Buffalo  and  at  Tonawanda  Wildlife  Management  Area,  Snowy  Egret  in 
Hartland  Township,  Whip-poor-will  at  Rush  Creek  in  Blasdell  and  a  probable  Yellow  Rail  at  Port  Weller, 
Ontario,  were  highlights  among  the  126  species  reported  to  Dial-a-Bird  in  May. 

David  F.  Suggs 


MEMBERSHIP  NEWS 


The  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  Welcomes 
the  Following  New  Associate  Members: 

Debbie  Brown 
17  A  Durham  Dove 
Amherst,  NY  14228 
636-0738 

Karen  Michel 
306  Sundown  Trail  5-C 
Willaimsville,  NY  14221 
688-2023 

Carmen  Tarantino 
33  Hodge 
Buffalo,  NY  14222 
882-7784 
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Please  Note  the  Following  Address  Changes: 

Linda  Holmes 
1048  Wish  Circle 
East  Aurora,  NY  14052 
655-  5645 

Charles  Rosenburg 
6797  Tonawanda  Creek  Rd. 

Lockport,  NY  14094 
434-9403 

DOCTOR  JOHN  W.  ALDRICH 

The  last  Charter  Member  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  Dr.  John  W.  Aldrich,  passed  away  on  May  3, 
1995  in  Tucson,  Arizona.  Dr.  Aldrich  was  made  an  Honorary  Member  of  the  BOS  after  leaving  Buffalo. 

I  first  met  Dr.  Aldrich  in  the  early  19308  in  the  new  Museum  which  had  moved  to  Humboldt  Park  a  few 
years  before.  He  subsequently  moved  to  Cleveland  and  took  a  job  with  the  museum  there.  Later  on  he  joined  the 
Bird  Banding  Department  of  the  old  Biological  Survey  (US  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service). 

I  recall  Dr.  Aldrich’s  deep  interest  in  the  Grinnell’s  Water  Thrush.  He  researched  this  bird  for  many 
years,  especially  while  at  the  Cleveland  Museum. 

I  got  to  know  Dr.  Aldrich  and  his  wife  when  attending  AOU  meetings.  We  would  get  together  and  rehash 
old-times  and  the  glue  was  the  BOS.  He  always  remembered  and  wanted  information  on  his  friends  from 
Buffalo4 

Even  after  his  wife  died,  we  kept  in  touch  and  especially  so  after  he  retired  and  moved  to  Tucson.  He  was 
a  competent  professional  ornithologist,  but  he  always  had  time  for  interested  amateurs.  He  will  be  missed. 

Winston  William  Brockner 


BOS  MEETINGS 


Sept.  13:  Annual  Members’  Side  Night.  Share  slides  from  your  summer  (or  other  recent)  birding  adventures. 

This  is  always  an  interesting,  informative,  and  fun  evening. 

If  you  would  like  to  present  a  program  or  have  a  suggestion  for  a  speaker  or  a  topic,  please  contact  Michael 
Davis  at  874-2721. 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  1 
through  June  15,  inclusive,  except  for  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December.  Meetings  begin  at 
7:30  p.m.  and  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020  Humbolt  Parkway,  Buffalo,  New  York. 
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FIELD  TRIPS 


July  23:  Sunday.  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie.  Meet  at  7:00  a.  m.  at  Vermont  and  Busti  or  at  7: 15  at  the  first 

parking  lot  (0.6  mi)  upstream  from  the  Peace  Bridge  on  the  Canadian  side.  Leader:  Richard  Bvron 
(662-4783). 

Aug.  27:  Sunday.  Canadian  shore  of  Lake.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  and  Busti.  This  is  a  joint  trip  with 

the  Rochester  GOS.  (We  will  meet  them  at  Burger  King,  Porter  &  Busti.)  Leader:  Richard  Bvron 
(662-4783). 


Sept.  3:  Sunday.  Tifft  Nature  Preserve.  Meet  at  7:30  a.m.  in  the  Tiff t  parking  lot.  This  is  a  half-day  trip  for 

warblers.  Leader:  TBA 


Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Trip  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 

sfcs! f  &  & 

'r  T  *T*  *T*  T  T 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a-Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings  call:  Dial-a-Bird  (716)  896-1271  and  follow  the  instructions. 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler: 
Mr.  William  D’Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Drive  Extension,  Niagara  Falls,  NY  14304. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer:  Michael  Hamilton,  172  Allen  Street,  Buffalo,  NY  14201. 
Back  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  @  $0.50  per  copy. 

Editor:  Charles  D.  Halvorsen,  212  Main  Street,  West  Seneca,  NY  14224. 
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THE  MONTH:  June,  1995  JHACA,  NY  148*' 

June  was  warm,  sunny  and  dry.  For  the  fourth  consecutive  month,  precipitation  was  below  average  in  our 
study  area  especially  In  the  lower  elevations  of  the  Lake  Erie  plain  and  the  Lake  Ontario  Plain.  By  the  third  week 
of  June,  the  National  Weather  Service  classified  Western  New  York  in  the  “severe  drought”  category  with  the 
prospect  of  heavy  crop  losses.  The  month  began  with  a  low  pressure  system  from  the  Ohio- Valley 
moving  through  the  Niagara  Frontier  on  a  southerly  Flow  of  warm  moist  air  but  from  June  3rd 
through  the  23rd  only  a  trace  of  precipitation  was  recorded  at  the  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport,  a  series 
of  slow  moving  high  pressure  systems  built  a  stagnant  mass  of  tropical  air  over  the  region  until  a  strong  low 
pressure  system  from  the  Ohio  Valley  brought  welcome  relief  with  showers  and  thunderstorms.  It  was  the  hottest 
June  in  28  years  at  Buffalo  with  a  high  thermometer  reading  of  88°  (F)  on  the  23rd;  average  temperature  for  the 
month  was  69.9°(F),  four  degrees  above  normal  with  62%  of  possible  sunshine,  average  for  the  period. 
Precipitation  in  the  form  of  rain  measured  only  1.33  inches  2.22  inches  below  normal;  the  heaviest  rainfall  at 
Buffalo  was  .41  inch  on  June  25th;  at  month's  end  no  single  day  of  rain  in  this  city  measured  1/2  inch  or  more 
since  January7  20th!  (Meteorological  data  as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport.) 

In  June,  with  the  spring  passage  of  migrants  all  but  finished,  local  bird-watchers  are  fortunate  indeed  to 
have  our  interest  piqued  by  the  interesting  avifauna  of  the  verdant  hills  and  valleys  of  those  Western  New  York 
counties  on  the  northwest  periphery  of  the  Allegheny  Plateau  It  is  In  those  uplands  that  those  species  of  more 
boreal  affinity  are  local  summer  residents  in  suitable  habitat  and  occupy  our  attention  this  month.  The  B.O.S.  is 
further  blessed  to  have  so  many  residents  of  the  Southern  Tier  active  field  observers  whose  records  are  vital  to  our 
understanding  of  the  distribution  and  abundance  of  those  species  in  our  study  area.  Among  the  more  interesting 
records  received  from  this  regioy  in  June  was  that  of  a  thriving  population  of  Prairie  Warblers  in  Allegany  County 
documented  by  Elizabeth  Brooks  in  the  course  of  her  annual  breeding  bird  census.  Between  the  4th  and  18th, 
Brooks  saw  or  heard  a  total  of  14  territorial  male  Prairie  Warblers  including  four  within  200  yards  of  each  other 
along  the  Pingrey  Road  in  the  Town  of  Alfred;  other  single  males  were  recorded  from  singing  perches  in 
shrubbery  in  overgrown  pastures  or  evergreen  plantations  in  the  towns  of  Andover  and  Grove.  On  June  4th,  Mike 
Morganteand  his  party  saw  two  Prairie  Warblers  foraging  in  trees  on  both  sides  of  Crane  Road  in  the  Town  of 
Ellicottville  in  Cattaraugus.  Close  inspection  with  binoculars  indicated  one  of  the  birds  was  a  female  and  her 
companion  a  male  frequently  singing  his  territorial  song.  Elizabeth  Brooks  also  reported  a  total  of  18  White- 
throated  Sparrows,  all  territorial  males  including  six  during  the  course  of  a  breeding  bird  count  in  the  Towns  of 
Ward  and  West  Almond  on  June  23rd.  On  that  date,  she  also  heard  Bight  call  of  a  male  Red  Crossbill  during  a 
stop  at  a  mature  spruce  plantation  in  a  state  reforestation  area  on  Perch  Road  in  the  Town  of  West  Almond.  In 
Cattaraugus  County,  Mike  Morgante  also  heard  two  male  White-throats  in  song  in  deciduous-evergreen 
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woodlands  during  field  trips  to  the  McCarty  Hill  State  Forest  in  the  Town  of  Little  Valley  on  June  4th  and  in  the 
Boyce  Hill  Road  State  Forest  in  the  Town  of  Ashford  on  the  17th.  Since  it  was  first  reported  from  Allegany 
County  in  1969,  the  Clay-colored  Sparrow  has  been  a  very  rare  summer  visitant  with  only  four  records  of  single 
male  birds  reported  in  the  past  ten  years,  all  but  one  from  the  Town  of  Andover.  This  year,  Elizabeth  Brooks  saw 
a  single  male  in  full  song  from  its  perch  on  a  young  Scotch  Pine  in  a  plantation  on  the  Pingrey  Road,  also  in  the 
Town  of  Andover,  on  June  14th.  She  was  unable  to  find  the  bird  again  on  subsequent  visits  to  that  location. 

The  highlight  of  the  Allegany  Nature  Pilgrimage  Weekend  of  June  3rdand  4th  for  the  many  bird  watchers 
in  attendance  was  the  discovery  of  a  trio  of  male  Pine  Warblers,  all  within  a  few  hundred  yards  of  each  other, 
between  the  intersection  of  the  Bova  Road  and  the  Allegany  State  Park  (ASP)  Road  #2  and  the  dam  at  nearby  Red 
House  Lake  in  the  Town  of  Red  House  in  the  park.  The  birds  were  most  obliging  in  both  permitting  observers  a 
glimpse  of  them  and,  according  to  Bob  Brock,  “singing  loudly”  in  a  terri tonal  display.  On  June  22nd,  Bon  Andrle 
and  his  party  found  a  Parula  Warbler  moving  about  in  trees  and  shrubbery  behind  the  Red  House  Lake  beach  area 
in  the  Park  and  also  in  song.  Since  1985,  singing  male  Parula  Warblers  have  been  observed  seven  times  in  June  at 
this  location  and  on  June  20th,  1987,  members  of  the  Lake  Erie  Bird  Club  of  Chautauqua  County  found  a  mated 
pair  at  a  nest  constructed  of  the  lichen  Usnea  sp.  twenty-five  feet  up  in  a  spruce  tree  on  a  road  near  the  Visitor’s 
Center  at  Red  House  Lake.  (See  Protlioiiotary,  vol.  53:7,  July  1987,  pp.  72-73.) 

Finally,  in  other  records  of  interest.  Bill  Watson  reports  that  a  second  attempt  by  Double-crested 
Cormorants  to  nest  on  the  concrete  water  diversion  weir  in  the  Niagara  River  north  of  Buckhorn  Island  State  Park 
ended  in  failure  in  June  when  at  least  sixteen  nests  were  abandoned  by  the  adult  birds.  A  small  colony  of 
approximately  twelve  nests  of  cormorants  on  the  navigation  beacon  at  the  source  of  the  Niagara  River  north  of  the 
Coast  Guard  station  at  Buffalo  appears  to  be  thriving.  The  Great  Egrets  which  spent  the  month  of  May  on  Motor 
Island  in  the  Niagara  River,  remained  there  throughout  June  with  one  bird  continuing  to  sit  in  an  incubating 
position  on  a  nest  on  the  east  shore  of  the  island. 

Joseph  F.  Thill 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification 
according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (B.O.S.  1991)  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(0  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area. 


Name  of  Bird 

June 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Common  Loon 

29 

3 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson 

D. -crest  Cormorant 

19 

164 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

< .4 

21 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Hess 

44 

30 

99ad+3y 

Buffalo 

Watson 

Least  Bittern 

10 

2 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Rosen  burg,  Burke 

Great  Egret 

3-29 

1-6 

Motor  Is.,  Niag.  R. 

Watson 

44 

4 

1 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Watson 

Bl.-cr.  Night-Heron 

4 

14 

Motor  Is.,  Niag.  R. 

Watson 

44 

17 

1 

Wainfleet  Twp.,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Northern  Pintail 

17 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Watson 

Gad  wall 

4 

5 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

44 

24 

4 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Watson,  Schaffner 

American  Wigeon 

4 

1 

Motor  Is.,  Niag.  R. 

Watson 

44 

4 

2 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 
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Name  of  Bird 

June 

Nu  mber 

Location 

Observer 

American  Wigeon 

6 

3 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Watson 

66 

10 

2 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

66 

19 

5 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson 

Redhead  (releases) 

4-24 

2-6 

Iroq.  NWR  &  vicinity 

Watson,  Hess 

Ring-necked  Duck 

25 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Watson 

Lesser  Scaup 

1-30 

0 

Amity  Lake 

Pitznck 

Common  Merganser 

2° 

1 

Allegany  S.P. 

Andrleetal 

66 

29 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson 

Ruddy  Duck 

17 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

Osprey 

12 

1 

Clarence  Twp. 

D’Anna 

66 

22 

1 

Allegany  S.P. 

Andrleetal 

66 

22 

1 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

Andrleetal 

Bald  Eagle 

4 

1  imm. 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Watson 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

4 

1 

Tonawanda  Ind.  Res. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

5 

2 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Semi  pal  mated  Plover 

4L 

4 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Watson 

Upland  Sandpiper 

3 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

Roberson 

66 

10,18 

5,3 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

66 

10,18 

1,3 

Hartland  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Semipalm.  Sandpiper 

4L 

22 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Watson 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

14 

2 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

Andrle 

66 

30 

13 

Jaeger  Rocks,  Ont. 

Watson 

Caspian  Tern 

14 

1 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

Andrle 

66 

29 

2 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson 

Black  Tern 

4-24 

1-4 

Iroq.  NWR  &  vicinity 

Watson,  Hess 

Whip- poop-will 

7,17 

4,5 

Wainfleet  Twp.,  Ont. 

Morgante,  Yoerg 

Acadian  Flycatcher 

4 

1  PDBA 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

66 

27 

1  PDBA 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Andrle 

Cliff  Swallow 

1,10,21 

2,1,5 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitznck 

66 

11 

3 

Leon  Twp. 

Davis 

66 

13 

24 

Andover  Twp. 

Brooks 

66 

17 

2 

Ashford  Twp. 

Morgante 

Common  Raven 

4 

5 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

66 

9,12 

U 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitznck 

66 

15,21,23 

2  4  7 

W.  Almond  Twp. 

Brooks 

66 

23 

4 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

66 

25 

1 

Andover  Twp. 

Brooks 

Brown  Creeper 

28 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

Carolina  Wren 

10 

1 

Times  Beach,  Buffalo 

Watson 

Winter  Wren 

4 

3 

McCarty  Hill  S.F. 

Morgante 

66 

11 

1 

Aurora  Twp. 

Holmes,  Keller 

66 

17 

4 

Boyce  Hill  S.F. 

Morgante 

66 

18 

1 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

66 

23 

1 

W.  Almond  Twp. 

Brooks 

66 

27 

1 

Hamburg  Twp. 

Andrle 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

5-26 

1 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

66 

6-27 

1-8  PDBA 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

66 

15,21,23 

2,1,2  PDBA 

W.  Almond  Twp. 

Brooks 

66 

24 

1  PDBA 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Blue-winged  Warbler 

10L 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

66 

14 

14 

Tonawanda  Ind.  Res. 

Yoerg 

Golden-wins.  Warbler  4 

1 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Watson 

66 

4,14 

2,4 

Tonawanda  Ind.  Res. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 
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Name  of  Bird 

June 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

*”Lawrences’s  Warbler” 

4 

1 

Allegany  S.P. 

Brock,  Rising 

Nashville  Warbler 

3 

1 

Napoli  Twp. 

Eaton 

Northern  Parula 

2,3 

1 

Allegany  S.P. 

Brock  etal 

44 

23 

1 

Allegany  Twp. 

Andrle  etal 

Magnolia  Warbler 

3L 

1 

Wilson  Twp. 

Roberson 

Bl.-thr.  Green  Warbler 

18L 

1 

Wheatfield  Twp. 

Potter 

Pine  Warbler 

3,4 

1 

Allegany  S.P. 

Brock  et  al 

44 

°2 

1 

Allegany  S.P. 

Andrle  etal 

Prairie  Warbler 

1-30 

1-2  PDBA 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitznck 

44 

4 

2 

EllicottvilleTwp. 

Morgante 

“  4  7 

16,18 

4 

Pingrey  Rd.,  Alfred 

Brooks 

44 

11 

2 

Me  Andrew  Rd.,  Alfred 

Brooks 

44 

13 

2 

Lynch  Rd.,  Andover 

Brooks 

44 

15 

2 

Snyder  Rd.,  Grove 

Brooks 

• 

44 

16 

2 

Hess  Rd.,  Alfred 

Brooks 

44 

28 

2 

Pingrev  Rd.,  Andover 

Brooks 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

10L 

5 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

Cerulean  Warbler 

4 

1 

McCarty  Hill  S.P. 

Morgante 

Prothonotary  Warbler 

4-29 

2-4 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

many  observers 

*Clav-col.  Sparrow 

14 

1 

Andover  Twp. 

Brooks 

Vesper  Sparrow  11, 

22  25 

°  1  1 

Andover  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

12 

4 

Cattaraugus  Co. 

Holmes 

44 

21 

1 

Burns  Twp. 

Brooks 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 

3-25 

4  max. 

7  reports  throughout  WNY 

Henslow’s  Sparrow  4,9,12,16 

1-2 

Clarence  Twp. 

many  observers 

44 

25 

1 

Lockport  T  wp. 

Rosenburg 

White- thr.  Sparrow 

3 

1 

Napoli  Twp. 

Eaton 

44 

4 

1 

McCarty  Hill  S.F. 

Morgante 

44 

12-26 

18  PDBA 

Allegany  Co. 

Brooks 

44 

17 

2 

Boyce  Hill  S.F. 

Morgante 

Orchard  Oriole 

18 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

D’Anna 

*Red  Crossbill 

23 

1 

W.  Almond  Twp. 

Brooks 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded 

.  251 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  . 

.  3 

Total  for  year . 

.  254 

Statisticians’  Note 

Retroactive  to  June  1,  1995,  verification  reports  will  no  longer  be  required  for  sightings  of  Common 
Raven  ( Corvus  corcvc)  in  Cattaraugus  and  Allegany  counties  only. 

Retroactive  to  June  1 ,  1995,  verification  reports  will  no  longer  be  required  for  sightings  of  Prairie  Warbler 
(Dendroica  discolor)  between  May  23  and  September  in  Allegany  County  only. 

Robert  F.  Andrle  and  Frances  M.  Rew 

4;  4;  4f  4»  4?  4;  4* 
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1994  Double-crested  Cormorant  Notes: 
The  First  Successful  Breeding 

by  William  W.  Watson 


The  year  1994  was  a  banner  year  for  Double-crested  Cormorants  in  the  Niagara  Frontier  Region  with  the 
continued  appearance  of  cormorants  at  nontraditional  locations  at  unusual  times,  the  formation  of  a  new  productive 
colony,  and  the  first  successful  nestings  of  Double-crested  Cormorants. 

A  study  of  roosting  Double-crested  Cormorants  near  Buckhorn  Island  State  Park  and  Buffalo 
Ornithological  Bird  Counts  show  that  after  a  phenomenal  increase  of  500%  between  1989  and  1992,  cormorant 
numbers  have  to  some  extent  stabilized  between  1992  and  1994.  Although  the  migratory  status  of  the  Double- 
crested  Cormorant  has  leveled  off,  this  species  may  still  be  increasing  as  a  summer  resident.  As  noted  in  the 
November  25  record  of  this  article,  the  Double-crested  Cormorant  is  appearing  even  in  the  late  fall  at  Iroquois 
National  Wildlife  Refuge,  yet  it  is  not  even  listed  as  being  present  in  the  Birds  of  Iroquois  check  list  printed  in 
1991. 

It  is  stated  in  Birds  of  the  Niagara  Frontier  Region  "ten  cormorants  seen  on  August  14,  1955,  at 
Rockhouse  Point,  by  the  Axtells,  Nathan,  Schaffner,  and  Thorpe  were  an  unprecedented  number  for  that  season." 
Even  this  "unprecedented"  number  pales  in  comparison  to  this  years  count  of  254  cormorants  at  Rockhouse  Point 
August  11,  or  counts  of  423  cormorants  (August  9)  and  643  cormorants  (August  23)  at  the  electrical  towers  at 
Buckhorn  Island. 

The  status  of  the  Double-crested  Cormorant  as  a  potential  breeder  has  greatly  changed  over  the  last  three 
years.  Not  only  has  the  colony  at  Buckhorn  Island  State  Park  increased  from  eight  nests  in  1992,  to  fifteen  nests 
in  1993,  to  49  nests  in  1994,  but  this  year  a  small  new  colony  formed  at  the  Reef  Lighthouse  . 

During  the  1994  breeding  season  Double-crested  Cormorants  produced  nestlings  in  these  two  different 
colonies  in  the  Niagara  Frontier  Region.  This  represents  the  first  documented  nestlings  of  this  species  in  this  area. 

Although  the  colony  at  Buckhorn  Island  State  Park  was  studied  weekly  from  April  14  to  July  10  and  as 
many  as  38  adults  were  observed  sitting  on  38  of  the  46  nests  studied  (May  29),  no  evidence  of  any  young  was 
observed  and  weekly  observations  were  terminated  by  the  author  when  the  colony  appeared  to  be  abandoned  July 
10. 

On  June  16,  Senior  Wildlife  Biologist  Mark  Kandel  of  the  New  York  State  Department  of  Environmental 
Conservation  investigated  the  contents  in  ten  of  52  nests.  Although  two  of  the  nests  were  empty,  the  other  eight 
nests  contained  twelve  eggs  and  eleven  chicks.  The  author  believes  that  none  of  the  chicks  lived  beyond  July  10, 
and  that  further  study  is  needed  to  determine  why  a  colony  of  this  size  does  not  produce  viable  offspring. 

Predation  (most  likely  by  gulls)  or  toxic  chemicals  in  bottom  sediments  of  the  Niagara  River  are  possible 
explanations.  It  must  be  pointed  out,  that,  this  year  the  NYS  DEC  recorded  3,436  pairs  of  Ring-billed  Gulls 
nesting  on  the  same  water  diversion  weir  as  the  cormorants.  Although  no  direct  predation  of  Double-crested 
Cormorant  eggs  or  nestlings  has  been  observed,  both  Ring-billed  Gulls  and  Herring  Gulls  station  themselves  in 
the  nesting  trees  near  the  end  of  the  cormorants  unsuccessful  nesting  season  and  show  an  interest  in  the  cormorant 
nests.  Also  the  Hooker  Chemical  Division  of  Occidental  Petroleum  is  located  directly  across  the  river  from  the 
cormorant  colony.  This  company  is  responsible  for  the  production  of  the  insoluble  toxic  chemical  Mirex. 

At  the  Reef  Lighthouse  (between  Lake  Erie  and  the  source  of  the  Niagara  River)  an  adult  Double-crested 
Cormorant  was  observed  in  incubating  position  on  one  of  two  nests  on  August  1 1  and  August  22.  Each  of  these 
nests  is  located  at  the  intersection  of  three  steel  beams  of  this  manmade  structure. 

On  August  31  and  September  5  three  nestlings  were  observed  on  the  nest.  Food  begging  rituals  were 
observed  on  or  near  the  nest  September  18  and  October  1,  8,  and  18  (briefly).  The  most  interesting  performance 
was  on  October  8.  An  adult  landed  near  the  nest  and  a  young  approached  it  and  prodded  its  bill  back  and  forth 
across  the  pouch  of  the  adult.  The  adult  typically  evades  the  young  cormorants  prodding  with  a  sinuous  winding 
snake  like  action  of  its  neck.  This  time  however,  the  adult  stretched  its  neck  as  far  to  the  right  as  possible  to  avoid 
the  advances  of  the  tenacious  young,  which  powered  itself  with  its  wings  up  the  back  of  the  adult  and  continued  to 
poke  at  the  pouch  of  the  adult"  After  about  two  minutes  of  this  activity,  the  young  finally  turned  the  adult  around 
and  thrust  its  head  down  the  adult's  mouth  and  neck  for  food.  The  young  cormorant  then  goes  to  the  nest  where  it 
meets  another  young  cormorant  that  is  now  on  the  nest.  The  young  cormorant  on  the  nest  now  pokes  back  and 
forth  across  the  pouch  of  its  sibling,  but  does  not  appear  to  be  successful  in  obtaining  food. 
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The  author  believes  that  the  birds  successfully  Hedged.  These  observations  represent  the  first  documented 
successful  breeding  (that  is  the  production  of  viable  offspring)  of  Double-crested  Cormorants  in  this  region.  The 
Reef  Lighthouse  nesting  is  extraordinary  in  that  it  was  very  late.  Certainly  dates  for  unfledged  juveniles  in  New 
York  State  should  be  extended  to  June  16  and  October  18  based  on  the  observations  at  Buckhorn  Island  State  Park 
and  the  Reef  Lighthouse.  (The  Allas  of  Breeding  Birds  of  New  York  Stale  gives  dates  of  August  31  and 
September  19  for  unfledged  juveniles.)  It  is  also  unusual  in  that  the  Reef  Lighthouse  nesting  occurred  on  a 
manmade  structure.  Although  Double-crested  Cormorants  have  been  documented  nesting  on  towers  (Johnsgard 
1993),  they  usually  nest  on  the  ground  or  in  trees  or  bushes.  Nesting  on  elevated  steel  beams  may  be  unique. 

The  following  is  the  authors  edited  field  notes  for  the  1994  season.  Observations  of  cormorants  other  than 
those  at  Buckhorn  Island  State  Park  are  in  bold  type  for  the  reader’s  convenience. 

April  5, 1994,  Observing  from  water  intakes  at  7:37,  18  Double-crested  Cormorants  were  on  water 
diversion  weir. 

April  14,1994  From  the  water  intakes  at  7:40-7:50  p.m.  EDT,  97  cormorants  were  on  the  ground,  43  in  nesting 
trees  (four  standing  on  nests)  for  a  total  of  140  total  Double-crested  Cormorants. 

April  23,  1994  From  Buckhorn  between  11:35  and  11:55  a.m.  there  were  29  Double-crested  Cormorants  on 
ground,  six  over  the  water,  nine  sitting  on  nests,  two  standing  on  nests,  two  standing  in  the  nest  tree  and  one 
nest  empty  for  a  total  of  12  nests  and  48  cormorants.  Between  12:05  and  12: 15  p.m.  EDT,  32  Double-crested 
Cormorants  were  on  the  ground,  four  sitting  on  nests,  six  standing  on  nests  (with  two  empty  nests)  and  one 
standing  in  the  tree  for  a  total  of  43  cormorants.  One  Black-crowned  Night-Heron  was  in  far  nest  trees. 

April  30,  1994,  At  the  Tonavvanda  Wildlife  Management  Area  37  Double-crested  Cormorants  were 
observed. 

May  1,  1994,  From  Buckhorn  between  10:40  and  11:15  a.m.,  40  Double-crested  Cormorants  were  counted  on 
the  ground,  twelve  on  nests,  38  in  the  nesting  trees,  and  eight  in  the  water,  for  a  total  of  86  cormorants.  A 
diagram  showing  the  positions  of  the  nests  and  their  relationships  to  the  Double-crested  Cormorants  was 
made.  (Of  the  thirteen  nests,  nine  nests  had  cormorants  in  incubating  position(four  nests  had  a  pair  of 
Cormorants),  three  nests  had  cormorants  in  possible  incubating  position,  while  one  nest  was  unoccupied.  At 
1 1:08  the  Double-crested  Cormorant  on  the  furthest  nest  left. 

May  7,  1994,  At  10:25-10:45  a.m.,  97  Double-crested  Cormorants  were  in  the  trees  (17  were  not  in  nest  trees), 
29  cormorants  were  on  land,  and  five  cormorants  were  in  the  water  for  a  total  of  131  cormorants.  Initially  a 
diagram  was  made  showing  21  nests,  of  which  18  had  cormorants  in  incubating  position,  two  had  cormorants 
in  sitting  position,  and  one  nest  was  empty.  Later  it  was  determined  that  20  of  the  cormorant  were  in 
incubating  position. 

May  8,  1994,  Thirty-four  Double-crested  Cormorants  were  observed  on  the  Reef  Lighthouse  from  Times 
Beach. 

May  14,  1994,  Between  12:10  and  12:35  p.m.  EDT  (wind  5  mph,  65°-70°F,  clear  skies)  there  were  79 
cormorants  in  all  the  trees,  28  on  the  ground,  and  twelve  in  the  water  for  a  total  of  119  Double-crested 
Cormorants.  The  close  tree  contained  three  nest  and  nine  cormorants,  but  none  of  the  cormorants  were  on  the 
nests.  The  far  trees  contained  38  nests  (26  of  which  appeared  to  have  cormorants  in  incubating  position,  nine 
had  cormorant  just  sitting  on  them,  and  three  were  empty.  Later  counts  revealed  a  total  of  40  and  then  43 
nests. 

May  21,  1994,  10:25-10:48  a.m.  EDT,  A  total  of  93  Double-crested  Cormorants  was  counted  (79  cormorants  in 
the  far  nest  trees,  ten  in  the  close  nest  trees,  four  in  the  water)  at  10:25.  In  the  close  nest  tree  there  were  five 
nests  (three  being  incubated,  one  empty,  and  a  cormorant  was  standing  on  the  other).  In  the  far  nest  trees 
Double-crested  Cormorants  were  standing  on  two  nests,  in  incubating  position  on  34  nests,  and  no  nests  were 
empty.  In  the  farthest  tree  there  were  two  cormorants  standing  on  two  nests.  There  was  a  total  of  41  nests,  of 
which  37  had  Double-crested  Cormorants  in  incubating  position.  At  11:45  94  Double-crested  Cormorants 
were  counted.  Eighty-eight  cormorants  were  on  the  weir  and  six  cormorants  were  on  the  Niagara  Mohawk 
Electrical  Towers. 

May  29,  1994,  11:45-12:25  EDT,  The  closest  tree  had  four  nests  (three  with  cormorants  in  incubating  position 
and  one  nest  was  empty).  The  far  trees  had  42  nests  (35  nests  had  cormorants  in  incubating  positions  and 
seven  nests  had  cormorants  standing  on  the  nests).  There  was  a  total  of  46  nests,  of  which  38  were  being 
incubated,  seven  had  cormorants  sitting  on  them,  and  one  was  empty. 

At  12:06  an  adult  Double-crested  Cormorant  flew  in  with  what  looked  like  an  reed  that  was  about  18 
inches  long.  The  incubating  adult  pecked  at  the  plant  material  with  its  bill  for  about  two  minutes  and  appeared 
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to  be  eating  from  it  (snails?)  or  perhaps  it  was  simply  placing  it  in  position  in  the  nest.  At  12:13  an  adult 
cormorant  Hew  in  with  food  in  its  bill  and  promptly  (an  estimated  10  seconds)  fed  its  mate,  who  was 
incubating  their  nest.  An  immature  Great  Black-backed  Gull  was  on  top  of  the  light  at  the  far  end  of  the  weir 
island.  At  12:25  an  other  adult  cormorant  fed  its  mate  (bill  to  bill)  what  appeared  to  be  a  crustacean.  A  total  of 
65  Double-crested  Cormorants  were  counted.  Seven  cormorants  were  on  the  ground,  54  were  in  the  nest  trees 
(including  a  dead  Cormorant),  four  were  in  the  air,  and  the  electrical  towers  were  empty. 

June  4,  1994,  10:35-1 1:25  a.m.  The  closest  tree  had  four  nests  (three  with  cormorants  in  incubating  position  and 
one  nest  was  empty).  The  far  trees  had  31  nests  (24  nests  had  cormorants  in  incubating  positions,  five  nests 
were  empty,  and  two  nests  had  cormorants  standing  on  the  nests).  Only  one  cormorant  could  be  seen  in 
incubating  position  in  the  furthest  tree.  There  was  a  total  of  36  nests,  of  which  28  were  being  incubated,  two 
nests  had  cormorants  standing  on  them,  and  six  were  empty. 

At  10:58  a  Herring  Gull  positioned  itself  in  the  middle  of  the  cormorant  colony.  At  1 1:07  an  adult  Double- 
crested  Cormorant  brought  a  large  amount  of  aquatic  plants  to  its  incubating  mate.  As  on  May  29th  the  plant 
material  was  picked  at  by  the  incubating  Double-crested  Cormorant  after  it  was  placed  on  the  nest.  At  11:16 
and  1 1:22  other  adults  brought  sticks  to  other  nests.  Seventy  Double-crested  Cormorants  were  counted  (58  in 
the  nesting  trees,  five  in  the  air  and  water,  seven  in  the  broad  electrical  tower). 

June  1 1,  1994,  1 1:05-11:45  a.m.  The  weather  is  windy  and  cool.  The  foliage  is  making  observations  increasingly 
more  difficult.  In  the  near  tree  two  empty  nests  can  be  seen,  no  incubation  is  observed.  In  the  middle  trees  23 
nesting  Double-crested  Cormorants  are  in  incubating  position  and  eight  empty  nests  are  observed.  In  the 
furthest  tree  one  Double-crested  Cormorant  is  in  incubating  position.  In  a  total  of  34  nests,  24  nests  are  being 
incubated  and  ten  nests  are  empty. 

In  the  close  nesting  tree  two  Ring- billed  Gull  and  two  Herring  Gulls  ignore  the  carcass  of  a  cormorant  that 
has  been  there  over  two  weeks.  At  11:30  a  cormorant  brings  a- feather  to  its  nest.  Three  more  adult  Double- 
crested  Cormorants  land  at  or  near  nests,  but  don't  appear  to  be  carrying  anything.  Forty-one  cormorants  are 
counted  (eleven  in  the  broad  electrical  tower,  twelve  on  the  ground,  26  in  the  trees,  and  two  in  the  air). 

June  12,  1994,  A  Double-crested  Cormorant  is  observed  at  the  Tonavvanda  Wildlife  Management  Area. 

June  18,  1994,  10:00-10:35  a.m.  85°-90°F,  In  the  close  tree,  as  best  can  be  seen  through  the  foliage,  there  are 
three  empty  nests.  In  the  middle  trees  there  are  15  Double-crested  Cormorants  in  incubating  position  and  eight 
empty  nests.  In  the  furthest  tree  one  empty  nest  can  be  seen. 

Although  four  Herring  Gulls  are  on  the  island,  none  are  in  the  nesting  trees.  At  10:30  two  Ring-billed 
gulls  land  in  the  nesting  tree,  but  are  not  between  nests.  A  total  of  36  cormorants  is  observed  (23  in  the  trees, 
twelve  in  the  far  narrow  tower,  one  in  the  broad  tower,  and  none  are  observed  in  the  air  or  water). 

June  25,  1994,  9: 15-9:40  a.m.  As  in  the  two  previous  years  of  this  study,  I  observed  a  mass  exodus  of  Double- 
crested  Cormorants  at  the  end  of  June.  During  this  time  there  is  a  sharp  decrease  in  the  number  of  incubating 
Double-crested  Cormorants,  and  an  increase  in  the  number  of  Double-crested  Cormorants  perching  in  the 
electrical  towers.  Of  the  22  nests  that  were  observed,  only  four  were  being  incubated  and  18  were  empty.  All 
four  incubated  nests  were  in  the  middle  trees.  The  close  nesting  tree  contained  one  Herring  Gull  and  eight 
Ring-billed  Gulls.  The  middle  nesting  trees  had  one  Herring  Gull  and  one  Ring-billed  Gull.  The  furthest 
nesting  tree  had  one  Herring  Gull.  A  total  of  81  Double-crested  Cormorants  were  counted  (seven  in  the  middle 
nesting  tree,  42  in  the  broad  tower,  32  in  the  far  narrow  tower)  After  a  few  minutes  of  rain,  eight  Cormorants 
were  observed  in  the  middle  nesting  trees  at  9:40. 

June  26,  1994,  Two  cormorants  were  observed  at  Cayuga  Pool,  Iroquois  N  WR. 

June  30,  1994,  8:35-9:00  p.m.  The  other  side  of  the  Double-crested  Cormorant  colony  was  observed  from  the 
water  intakes  in  Niagara  Falls,  NY.  Two  incubating  Double-crested  Cormorants  and  two  Double-crested 
Cormorants  standing  next  to  nests  were  observed.  On  one  of  the  nests  there  were  possibly  3  young,  but  the 
great  distance  made  the  observation  (with  an  8  inch  Celestron  telescope)  questionable  and  this  observation  was 
never  verified  by  later  observations.  Eighty-three  cormorants  were  observed  on  the  broad  tower  and  87 
cormorants  were  on  the  far  (from  Buckhorn)  narrow  tower  for  a  total  of  174  Double-crested  Cormorants. 

July  1,  1994,  10:20-1 1:30  a.m.  With  some  difficulty,  three  Double-crested  Cormorants  in  incubating  position 
were  found  in  the  middle  nesting  trees.  At  10:25  a  Herring  Gull  landed  by  the  center  nest  and  the  cormorant  in 
incubating  position  made  head  lunges  at  the  encroaching  gull.  At  10:34  after  alternately  sitting  and  standing  on 
its  nest  a  few  times,  the  cormorant  on  the  right  nest  Hew  away.  At  10:38  a  Herring  Gull  (which  was  picking  at 
a  cormorant  nest)  was  observed  with  a  twig  in  its  bill.  At  10:39  two  Herring  Gulls  about  five  feet  from  the 
abandoned  nest  made  no  attempt  to  investigate  the  nests  contents.  At  10:50  a  Herring  Gull  near  the  right  nest 
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left  after  a  cormorant  landed  on  the  same  branch.  At  10:59  the  cormorant  next  to  the  right  nest  Hew  away,  and 
in  less  than  a  minute  a  Ring-billed  Gull  landed  on  the  same  branch.  The  gull  then  left  at  1 1:00.  At  i  1:20  two 
Herring  Gulls  were  on  the  branch  by  nest  three,  while  cormorants  were  incubating  in  nests  one  and  two 
(diagram  in  field  notes).  The  mates  were  on  branches  close  to  each  of  the  nests(diagram  in  field  notes). 

July  6,  1994,  Near  sunset,  the  other  side  of  the  Double-crested  Cormorant  colony  was  observed  from  the  water 
intakes  in  Niagara  Falls  NY.  A  cormorant  appeared  to  be  in  incubating  position;  however,  its  mate  was 
standing  in  front  of  the  nest  and  interfering  with  my  observations.  This  was  the  last  observation  of  possible 
incubation  at  this  colony  in  1994.  (67  Double-crested  Cormorant  were  roosting  on  the  broad  tower  and  85  on 
the  narrow  tower) 

July  8,  1994,  9:40-9:55  a.m..  Except  for  the  dead  cormorant  there  were  no  cormorants  in  the  nesting  trees.  At 
9:50  a  Double-crested  Cormorant  appeared  to  take  to  flight  from  the  other  side  of  the  nesting  trees. 

July  9,  1994,  At  12:20  p.m.  the  other  side  of  the  Double-crested  Cormorant  colony  was  observed  from  the  water 
intakes  in  Niagara  Falls  NY.  First  three  then  two  Double-crested  Cormorants  were  observed  in  the  nesting 
tree.  None  of  the  cormorants  were  in  incubating  position.  This  was  the  last  observation  of  cormorants  on  the 
water  diversion  weir  in  1994. 

July  10,1994,  8:15-8:30  a.m.  The  other  side  of  the  Double-crested  Cormorant  colony  was  observed  from  the 
water  intakes  in  Niagara  Falls  NY.  No  Double-crested  Cormorant  were  observed  in  the  nesting  trees. 
Later,  42  Cormorants  were  counted  in  Fight,  81  on  the  broad  tower  and  93  Cormorants  on  the  narrow  tower 
were  observed.  ( 174  total) 

July  13,  Thirty-six  Double-crested  Cormorants  were  observed  at  Rock  Point  P.P.,  Ontario. 

July  24,  Sixty-four  Double-crested  Cormorants  were  observed  at  Rock  Point  P.  P. 

August  5,  Five  Double-crested  Cormorants  were  studied  at  Cayuga  Pool,  Iroquois  NWR 

August  9,  In  the  evening,  from  the  water  intakes  226  cormorants  were  observed  on  the  broad  tower  and  197 
cormorants  were  observed  on  the  narrow  tower  for  a  total  of  423  Double-crested  Cormorants. 

August  11,  Ninety-four  Double-crested  Cormorants  were  seen  at  the  Reef  Lighthouse.  Two  nests  were 
studied  on  this  man  made  structure.  Both  nests  are  built  on  the  outside  perimeter  of  this  polygonal  structure 
(where  three  horizontal  iron  beams  meet).  The  nesting  of  Double-crested  Cormorants  on  a  manmade 
structure  is  unusual,  but  not  unique. 

(Johnsgard  (1993)  states  "Breeding  habitats  involve  the  combination  of  a  nearby  reliable  food  supply  and 
suitable,  secure  nesting  sites.  These  nesting  sites  may  consist  of  sandy  or  rocky  areas  along  islands,  cliffs, 
reefs,  or  other  water-lined  sites,  or  trees  or  towers  standing  in  or  near  water,  such  as  swamps,  coastal 
woodlands,  or  tree-lined  lakes.) 

A  Double-crested  Cormorant  appeared  to  be  in  incubating  position  on  the  western  nest,  while  another 
Double-crested  Cormorant  was  arranging  twigs  around  the  southern  nest.  Both  nests  were  of  substantial 
size. 

Later  at  Rock  Point  P.P.  254  Double-crested  Cormorants  were  counted. 

August  22,  At  the  Reef  Lighthouse  120  cormorants  were  counted.  The  Double-crested  Cormorant  on  the 
western  nest  again  appeared  to  be  in  incubating  position. 

August  23,  In  the  evening  at  the  water  intakes  134  Double-crested  Cormorants  were  observed  at  the  near 
narrow  tower,  185  cormorants  were  observed  at  the  far  (from  Bucktiorn)  narrow  tower,  and  320  cormorants 
were  observed  on  the  broad  tower  for  a  total  of  643  cormorants. 

August  29,  At  11:30  a.m.  Thirteen  cormorants  were  observed  at  the  close  narrow  tower,  42  on  the  far  narrow 
tower,  and  47  at  the  broad  tower  for  a  total  of  102  Double-crested  Cormorants. 

August  31,  Ten  cormorants  at  Port  Coiborne  and  five  cormorants  at  Prospect  Point,  Ontario,  were 
observed.  At  the  Reef  Lighthouse  at  12:40  PM  136  Double-crested  Cormorants  and  two  nests  were 
observed.  A  cormorant  on  the  closest  nest  was  observed  exercising  its  wings.  At  12:55  PM  three  young  on 
the  closest  (west)  nest  raised  their  bills  upward  when  a  gull  flew  over  them.  Although  the  southern  nest  is 
partially  obstructed  from  view,  it  appears  to  be  empty.  One  cormorant  appears  to  be  in  incubating  position, 
while  three  other  cormorants  are  standing  around  the  west  nest.  At  1:25  PM  observations  were  terminated 
due  to  rain. 

September  1,  Between  7:30  and  8:00  p.m.  439  Double-crested  Cormorants  were  seen  at  the  broad  tower,  252 
cormorant  at  the  far  narrow  tower,  and  151  cormorants  at  the  close  narrow  tower  for  a  total  of  842  Double- 
crested  Cormorants.  These  observations  were  made  from  the  water  intakes. 

September  5,  Twenty-three  Double-crested  Cormorants  were  observed  at  Rock  Point  P.P. 
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A  boat  was  anchored  close  to  the  Reef  Lighthouse  at  2:50  p.m.  There  appeared  to  be  three  young 
Double-crested  Cormorants  on  the  nest  and  one  adult  about  one  foot  from  the  nest.  The  young  are  as  big  as 
the  adults.  Only  four  other  adult  cormorants  were  on  the  Reef  Lighthouse.  At  3:05  p.m.  six  other  adults 
were  counted.  The  presumed  young  moved  out  of  the  nest  on  the  steel  beam  two  or  three  from  the  nest,  and 
the  adult  with  its  bill  threw  what  may  have  been  fecal  material  out  of  the  nest.  After  this  behavior  was 
repeated  at  least  half  a  dozen  times,  the  adult  picked  something  out  of  the  nest  and  gave  it  bill  to  bill  to  one  of 
the  presumed  young.  By  3: 15  the  boat  left  and  10  adult  roosted  on  the  tower.  The  number  of  adult 
cormorants  on  the  structure  increased  to  20  by  3:20  and  31  by  3:30  p.m.  At  3:33  an  adult  regurgitated  into 
the  nest  and  young  ate  from  the  bottom  of  the  nest  for  about  30  seconds.  At  3:45  one  presumed  young 
cormorant  sat  low  in  the  nest  as  though  in  an  incubating  position.  There  are  now  54  adults  on  the  lighthouse. 
At  3:50  the  one  cormorant  remained  in  sitting  position  on  the  nest  while  the  three  others  stood  at  the  edge  of 
the  nest.  The  goylar  sacks  are  orange  and  these  individuals  could  possibly  represent  adults.  At  4:04  the 
cormorants  were  in  the  same  positions.  A  total  of  72  adults  were  on  the  lighthouse. 

September  18,  At  6:10  p.m.  at  the  Reef  Lighthouse  three  Double-crested  Cormorants  were  standing  on  the 
nest,  while  a  cormorant  sitting  on  the  nest  Hew  away  and  was  watched  by  then  other  three.  One  Double- 
crested  Cormorant  on  the  nest  poked  at  the  bill  and  throat  region  of  the  other  cormorant  which  evaded  the 
prodding  with  twisting  snake  like  evasions  for  one  or  two  minutes.  At  6:14  a  cormorant  was  sitting  on  the 
nest  again.  At  6:23  all  three  Double-crested  Cormorant  were  standing  on  the  nest.  Two  cormorants  were 
exercising  there  wings  at  6:30.  At  6:35  an  adult  landed  by  the  nest  and  the  evasive  snake  dance  began.  At 
6:40  sometimes  all  three  birds  would  poke  at  the  gular  pouch  of  the  adult  cormorant.  At  6:44  the  young 
Double-crested  Cormorant  finally  got  its  head  down  the  throat  of  the  adult  Double-crested  Cormorant  after 
nine  minutes  of  the  feeding  ritual.  The  continuous  poking  back  and  forth  across  the  pouch  of  the  adult 
continued.  Between  6:48  and  6:50  the  poking  became  intermittent.  At  6:48  p.m.  294  cormorants  were 
counted  on  the  lighthouse. 

September  20,  Between  7:28  and  7:38  p.m.  at  the,  water  intakes,  199  Double-crested  Cormorants  were 
counted  at  the  close  narrow  tower,  195  at  the  far  narrow  tower,  and  366  cormorants  at  the  broad  tower  for  a 
total  of  760  Double-crested  Cormorants. 

October  1,  At  5:37  p.m.  one  Double-crested  Cormorant  was  standing  on  the  nest  with  possibly  another  behind  it. 
At  5:45  186  cormorants  were  counted  on  the  Reef  Lighthouse.  The  south  nest  no  longer  remains  on  the 
lighthouse,  and  must  blown  down.  At  5:52  an  adult  Double-crested  Cormorant  landed,  and  the  young  bird 
on  the  nest  ran  about  three  feet  to  meet  it  with  wings  flapping  and  then  started  begging.  It  then  went  back  to 
the  nest  and  flapped  its  wings.  At  5:55  it  was  still  exercising  its  wings.  At  5:58  it  again  ran,  with  wings 
flapping,  to  the  adult  and  initiated  the  pouch  chasing  feeding  ritual  for  two  minutes  until  the  adult  Hew  away. 
At  6:01  the  young  cormorant  went  back  to  the  nest  with  wings  flapping.  At  6:15  in  deteriorating  light 
conditions,  a  (first  year?)  bird  walked  over  to  the  nest  and  sat  on  it.  The  juvenile  Cormorant  appeared  to  be 
pecking  at  the  intruder  for  about  30  seconds  and  then  accepted  the  intruder.  The  intruder  picked  at  the  nest.  At 
6:25  a  total  of  107  Cormorants  were  counted.  At  6:30  there  were  still  two  and  possibly  three  Cormorants  on 
the  nest.  (The  intruder  may  be  the  adult.)  Observations  were  terminated  in  poor  light  with  a  temperature  of 
55°Fand  partly  cloudy  skies. 

October  8,  Three  Double-crested  Cormorants  are  observed  between  5:40  and  5:45  p.m.  near  the  nest  ,  and  it  is 
assumed  that  two  being  lighter  breasted  are  adults  and  one  with  its  back  to  the  observer  may  be  a  nestling. 

(Note:  Johnsgard  (1993)  states  (Van  der  Veen  1973)  "calculated  that  only  3.7  percent  of  the  year-old 
cohort  of  birds  probably  bred,  as  did  17.5  percent  of  the  two  year  olds,  and  98.4  percent  of  the  three-vear 
olds.') 

One  cormorant  on  the  nest  is  observed  picking  at  the  nest  several  times.  A  cormorant  to  the  right  of  the 
nest  is  exercising  its  wings  for  about  ten  seconds.  There  are  a  total  of  151  cormorants  on  the  Reef 
Lighthouse. 

At  5:55  p.m.  there  are  two  Double-crested  Cormorants  near  the  nest.  At  6:00  p.m.  an  adult  lands  near  the 
nest  and  a  young  cormorant  to  the  left  pokes  side  to  side  at  the  pouch  of  the  adult.  The  adult  stretches  its  neck 
as  far  to  the  right  as  possible  to  avoid  the  tenacious  young  that  powers  itself  with  its  wings  up  the  back  of  the 
adult  and  continuous  to  poke  at  the  pouch  of  the  adult.  After  about  two  minutes  of  this  activity  the  young  has 
turned  the  adult,  and  has  its  head  down  the  adults  mouth  for  food.  The  young  cormorant  then  goes  to  the 
nest,  where  it  meets  another  young  cormorant  that  is  now  on  the  nest.  The  young  cormorant  on  the  nest  now 
pokes  back  and  forth  across  the  pouch  of  its  sibling,  but  does  not  appear  to  be  successful  in  obtaining  food. 
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(Although  a  young  cormorant  appears  to  try  to  get  tood  from  an  adult  on  October  18,  this  is  the  last 
successful  feeding  observed  in  1994.  If  we  consider  independence  of  the  parent  for  food  as  criteria  for 
fledging  of  precocial  young,  Octobers  could  be  considered  the  last  nestling  date.  Unfortunately  no  flights  of 
the  cormorants  were  observed.) 

At  6:06  the  young  to  the  left  of  the  nest  is  picking  at  the  bill  of  an  adult  and  picking  at  the  nest,  but  not  in 
earnest.  The  young  has  some  lightness  on  the  breast,  but  is  not  as  light  as  an  adult.  At  6: 10  the  young  to  the 
left  of  the  nest  picks  at  an  adult  for  about  30  seconds  and  the  adult  Hies  away.  (  This  activity  may  not  have 
been  feeding  behavior.  It  may  have  been  territorial  sparring  where  the  bill  is  thrust  at  the  interloper.)  Note: 
Wing  exercising  is  more  persistent  than  shaking  wings  to  dry  them  off.  Most  of  the  cormorant  stayed  on  the 
Reef  Lighthouse  when  a  boat  passed  between  the  water  intakes  and  the  Reef  Lighthouse.  A  total  of  178 
Double-crested  Cormorant  were  counted  at  6:27.  Observations  were  stopped  at  6:35.  Skies  were  clear  and 
the  temperature  was  between  70°  and  65°F. 

October  11,  At  the  water  intakes  between  7:30  and  7:40  p.m.  90  Double-crested  Cormorants  were  counted  on 
the  near  narrow  tower,  104  on  the  far  narrow  tower,  and  205  on  the  broad  tower  for  a  total  of  399 
cormorants. 

October  18,  A  total  of  73  Double-crested  Cormorants  was  counted  at  5:47  p.m.  at  the  Reef  Lighthouse.  The 
west  nest  is  gone.  The  boat  the  Sand  Pebble  and  seven  workmen  are  at  the  nearby  water  intakes.  At  6:00 
the  workmen  left,  and  sparring  activity  (not  feeding  activity)  is  observed  between  two  Cormorants  for  about 
15  seconds.  At  6:22  1 16  cormorants  were  counted.  Between  6:24  and  6:28  intermittent  (and  unsuccessful) 
feeding  activity  (or  possibly  courtship  activity  strengthening  pair  bonding)  is  observed.  The  continuous 
serpentine  movement  of  the  neck  during  any  one  interval  lasted  a  maximum  of  about  15  seconds. 
Observations  were  terminated  at  6:30. 

October  24,  At  the  water  intakes  between  6:05  and  6:20  EDT,  Double-crested  65  Cormorants  were  counted  on 
the  close  narrow  tower,  66  cormorants  on  the  far  narrow  tower,  and  164  cormorants  on  the  broad  tower  for  a 
total  of  295  Double-crested  Cormorants. 

November  3,  From  the  water  intakes  between  4:55  and  5:03  p.m.  EST,  there  were  not  any  Double-crested 
Connorants  on  the  electrical  towers. 

November  13,  Between  12:30  and  12:40  p.m.  EST,  from  Buckhom  Island  State  Park,  five  cormorant  nests  were 
counted  in  the  near  trees,  42  nests  were  counted  in  the  middle  group  of  trees,  and  zero  nests  were  observed  in 
the  far  trees  for  a  total  of  47  Double-crested  Cormorant  nests.  (  Note:  On  May  21,  1994,  two  nests  were 
observed  in  the  far  trees,  which  must  have  blown  down.  This  gives  a  maximum  possible  total  of  49  for  the 
vear  1994  based  on  the  authors  counts.) 

November  25,  At  Cayuga  Pool  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  one  Double-crested  Cormorant  is 
observed  at  9:45  a.m.  The  check  list,  Birds  of  Iroquois  (printed  January  1991)  Lists  Double-crested 
Cormorants  as  being  occasional  in  spring,  rare  in  summer  and  not  listed  in  fall  and  winter.  This  represents 
further  evidence  of  the  rapidly  changing  status  of  this  bird. 

Note  -  The  Double-crested  Cormorant  colony  was  observed  from  two  distant  fixed  sites  so  that  the 
Cormorants  would  not  be  disturbed.  Observations  were  made  with  an  8  inch  Celestron  telescope  (50x)  from 
the  water  intakes  1  1/4  miles  WNW  of  the  island  or  with  a  Bushnell  Space  Master  telescope  (45x)  from 
Buckhorn  Island  State  Park  1000  feet  SSE  of  the  nesting  trees  The  number  of  nests  observed  w'as  biased  by 
the  amount  of  foliage  (which  greatly  increased  during  the  study  period)  and  the  presence  or  absence  of 
Double-crested  Cormorants  in  incubating  position.  It  was  assumed  that  Cormorants  in  incubating  position  had 
nests  under  them.  Empty  nests  without  incubating  adults  were  more  difficult  to  observe. 
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DOUBLE-CRESTED  CORMORANT  NESTING  DATA  AT  BUCKHORN  ISLAND 


1994 

date 

nests-Cor. 

nests- 

nests- 

total 

total 

Cor.  in 

inc. (sitting) 

standing 

empty 

nests 

Cor. 

towers 

4/23/ 

9 

2 

1 

12 

42 

0 

94 

5/1/9 

1  1 

0 

1 

13 

86 

0 

4 

5/7/9 

20 

0 

1 

21 

97 

0 

4 

5/14/ 

35 

0 

6 

41 

119 

0 

94 

5/21/ 

37 

3 

1 

41 

93 

0 

94 

5/29/ 

38 

7 

1 

46 

65 

0 

94 

6/4/9 

28 

2 

6 

36 

70 

7 

4 

6/11/ 

24 

0 

10 

34 

41 

1  1 

94 

6/18/ 

15 

0 

12 

27 

36 

1  3 

94 

6/25/ 

4 

0 

18 

22 

81 

74 

94 

*6/30 

/94 

2 

174 

170 

7/1/9 

2 

4 

*7/6/ 

94 

1 

154 

1  52 

7/8/9 

0 

4 

*7/9/ 

0 

94 

*7/10 

/94 

0 

174 

174 

*  observations  made  from  water  intakes  between  8: 15  p.m.  and  9:00  p.m.  (with  the  exception  of  7/9/94) 
-  (all  other  observations  were  made  from  Buckhorn  Island  State  Park  between  8:35  a.m.  and  12:35  p.m.) 
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The  Inverse  Relationship  Between  Nesting  and  Tower 
Roosting  Double-crested  Cormorants 
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Summary  of  Hotline  and  Dial-a-Bird  Activity  -  June  1995 

The  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  Hotline  was  quiet  for  the  month  of  June,  but  there  were  many  Dial-a- 
Bird  reports  describing  regular  but  scarce  local  breeders. 

In  early  June,  the  favorite  Prothonotary  Warbler  and  Acadian  Flycatcher  were  described  from  the  Oak 
Orchard  Creek  Swamps.  In  mid-month,  Upland  Sandpipers  were  in  Niagara  County  and  Clarence,  along  with 
Grasshopper  Sparrows  and  Henslow's  Sparrows.  Orchard  Onoles  were  located  on  the  Lake  Ontario  Plains  and 
the  Niagara  Peninsula.  In  addition  to  the  regular  Whip-poor-wills  in  Warnfleet,  Ontario,  there  was  a  reported 
Whip-poor-will  calling  on  the  lower  west  side  of  Buffalo  early  in  the  month. 

Allegany  State  Park  provided  several  post- migration  reports  of  up  to  16  species  of  warblers,  highlighted 
by  the  "Lawrence's  Warbler"  at  Crick's  Run.  Northern  Goshawk,  Red-Shouldered  Hawk,  Broad-winged  Hawk, 
and  Common  Raven  were  also  at  Allegany. 

Through  the  month,  reports  marked  the  progress  of  the  small  colony  of  Double-crested  Cormorants 
nesting  on  the  Reef  Lighthouse  near  the  Peace  Bridge  and  the  Bald  Eagle  nest  with  two  young  at  Iroquois  National 
Wildlife  Refuge.  A  video  monitor  at  the  Visitor's  Center  provided  intimate  views  of  the  developing  eagles. 

David  F.  Suggs 
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TIFFT  NATURE  PRESERVE  FIELD  TRIP 

The  Tifft  trip  on  May  7,  1995  provided  an  interesting  example  of  how  weather  affects  us  birders. 
Last  year  a  warm  spring  (it  reached  83  degrees  on  April  23)  brought  in  many  migrating  birds,  but  on  the 
day  of  our  Tifft  trip  it  was  cold  and  drizzling.  The  result  was  that  there  were  more  warblers  than  birders: 
10  warbler  species,  6  birders. 

This  year  just  the  opposite  occurred.  Spring  has  been  abnormally  cold,  and  migration  has  been  slow. 
But  May  7  was  beautiful.  The  result  was  few  warblers  and  lots  of  birders:  3  vs  22. 

Yellow  Warblers  were  scattered  across  the  Preserve,  a  Yellow-rumped  was  seen  on  Mosquito  Junction 
and  a  Common  Yellowthroat  sang  briefly  at  the  south  end  of  Warbler  Walk. 

The  trip  started  off  with  a  White-crowned  Sparrow  and  four  swallows  (Tree,  Barn,  Rough-legged, 
and  Bank)  near  the  visitor  center.  We  saw  a  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  along  Mosquito  Junction,  a  Hermit 
Thrush  on  Warbler  Walk,  a  Rusty  Blackbird  near  the  South  Blind  and  another  along  Warbler  Walk.  We 
heard  a  Carolina  Wren  on  Warbler  Walk  and  Virginia  Rails  both  along  old  Tifft  Street  and  Heritage 
Boardwalk  but  could  not  get  them  to  show  themselves.  Two  Cedar  Waxwings,  two  Blue-gray  Gnatcatchers, 
and  a  Rufous-sided  Towhee  were  found  along  Service  Road. 
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A  late  straggler  Canvasback  was  swimming  on  Lisa  Pond  as  were  a  pair  of  Ruddy  Ducks  at  Times 
Beach.  Also  at  Times  Beach  we  saw  a  Common  Tern,  a  few  American  wigeon  and  Lesser  Scaup  and 
50  Double-crested  Cormorants.  Our  final  count  was  60  species  ot  birds. 

Donald  Brasure 
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BOS  MEETINGS 

Sept.  13:  Members’  Slide  Night.  Share  your  slides  of  recent  birding  adventures.  This  is  always  an  interesting 

evening.  Bring  a  friend  or  birding  buddy. 

If  vou  would  like  to  present  a  program  or  have  a  suggestion  for  a  speaker  or  a  topic,  please  contact  Michael 
Davis  at  874-2721. 


Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  1 
through  June  15,  inclusive,  except  for  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December.  Meetings  begin  at 
7:30  p.m.  and  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020  Hum  bolt  Parkway,  Buffalo,  New  York. 

FIELD  TRIPS 


Aug.  27:  Sunday.  Canadian  shore  of  Lake.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  and  Busti.  This  is  a  joint  trip  with 

the  Rochester  GOS.  (We  will  meet  them  at  Burger  King,  Porter  &  Busti.)  Leader:  Richard  Byron 
(662-4783). 


Sept.  3:  Sunday.  Tifft  Nature  Preserve.  Meet  at  7:30  a.m.  in  the  Tifft  parking  lot.  This  is  a  half-day  trip  for 

warblers.  Leader:  Roberta  Vallone  (674-9472) 

Sept.  9-10  or 

Sept.  16-17:  Saturday  and  Sunday.  Hawk  Cliff  weekend  for  hawks.  This  is  south  of  St.  Thomas,  Ontario, 
where  County  Road  22  ends  at  the  Lake  Erie  shore.  It  is  160  miles  from  Buffalo,  the  local  bird  club 
has  activities  here  each  weekend.  For  further  information  call  Bill  Burch  (773-3690).  The  weather 
prediction  determines  whether  we  make  the  trip. 

Sept.  24:  Sunday.  Lake  Ontario  plains  around  Lewiston,  NY.  Meetat8:00  a.m.  at  Tops  Market  in  Lewiston. 

Leader:  Bill  Broderick  (745-3969). 

Oct.  8:  Sunday.  B.O.S.  October  Bird  Count. 

Oct.  15:  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge.  This  may  include  a  side  trip  to  the  Batavia  Sewage  ponds.  Meet 

at  8:00  a.m.,  at  Tanning  Bed,  0.1  mile  east  of  Main  &  Transit.  Verify  this  by  referring  to  schedule 
next  month. 

Oct.  28:  Saturday  not  Sunday.  Lake  Ontario  plains  of  eastern  Niagara  and  Orleans  counties.  Meet  in 

Wright’s  Corners  (north  of  Lockport)  on  Route  78  at  the  Tops  Market  just  north  of  the  Route  104 
intersection.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  Leader:  Willie  D’ Anna  (73 1-4348). 

Oct.  29:  Sunday.  Daylight  Saving  Time  ends.  Set  your  clocks  back  one  hour. 
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Nov.  19:  Sunday.  Niagara  River  joint  trip  with  Rochester  GOS  for  gulls  and  waterfowl.  Meet  at  9:30  a.m.  at 

Old  Fort  Niagara  in  the  parking  lot  just  outside  the  old  fort.  Leaders:  Bob  Spahn  of  GOS  and  Bon 
Brock  (876-5862). 

Dec.  3:  Sunday.  Buffalo  waterfront  and  Niagara  River.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  &  Busti.  Leader:  Dick 

Collins  (683-3699). 

Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Trip  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a-Bird  (716)  896- 1271. 

To  report  sightings  call:  Dial-a-Bird  (716)  896-1271  and  follow  the  instructions. 

T  T  T  *T*  *T*  *T*  T  *T* 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler: 
Mr.  William  D’Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Drive  Extension,  Niagara  Falls,  NY  14304. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer:  Michael  Hamilton,  172  Allen  Street,  Buffalo,  NY  14201. 
Back  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  @  $0.50  per  copy. 

Editor:  Charles  D.  Halvorsen,  212  Main  Street,  West  Seneca,  NY  14224. 
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The  hot  and  humid  weather  of  late  July  continued  to  make  our  summer  uncomfortable  in  July.  Indeed,  the 
thermometer  topped  80°(F)  on  21  days  and  90°(F)  on  three  days  dunng  the  period.  How  ever,  light  precipitation 
accompanying  a  series  of  fast  moving  weather  systems  through  the  region  early  and  later  in  the  month  and  heavy 
rainfall  on  July  23rd  and  28th  continued  to  ease  the  threat  of  drought  in  Western  New  York.  Once  again  this 
month,  the  villain  responsible  for  most  of  our  discomfort  was  a  high  pressure  system  that  became  siauonary  aiong 
the  middle  Atlantic  Coast  on  July  1 1th,  circulating  hot  and  humid  air  over  the  northeastern  part  of  the  continent 
behind  it  until  a  cold  front  from  Ontario,  accompanied  by  gusting  winds  and  rain,  brought  some  relief  on  the  17th. 
By  the  last  week  of  the  period  we  were  again  sweltering  in  hot  humid  weather  until  month’s  end.  The  average 
temperature  for  the  month  at  Buffalo  was  72.7°(F).  1.6°(F)  above  normal  but  on  July  15th,  the  high  reading  for 
the  month,  97°(F)  was  just  two  degrees  cooler  than  the  record  of  99°(F)  for  this  month  and  the  mean  temperature 
of  87°(F)  for  the  twenty-four  hour  period  on  this  date  was  the  warmest  ever  recorded!  Precipitation  measured  3.53 
inches,  .45  inches  above  normal  although  1.19  inches  of  that  amount  was  measured  during  a  heavy  thunderstorm 
on  July  28th.  (Meteorological  data  as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport). 

The  first  documented  attempted  nesting  of  Great  Egret  in  the  B.O.S.  study  came  to  a  tragic  end  in  July. 
For  the  past  two  months,  almost  daily,  Bill  Watson  has  monitored  the  activities  of  three  Great  Egrets  on  Motor 
Island  in  the  east  branch  of  the  Niagara  River  after  he  discovered  one  bird  in  an  incubating  position  on  a  nest  there 
on  May  22nd.  (See  Prothonotary,  vol.  61:6,  June  1995,  pg.  57).  Throughout  the  month  of  June  the  egrets 
remained  on  the  island  with  two  adults  observed  on  nests  although  from  his  observation  post  at  the  foot  of 
Sheridan  Drive  in  the  Town  of  Tonawanda,  1/2  mile  distant  from  the  rookery,  no  young  birds  were  visible.  On 
the  morning  of  July  16th,  Watson  saw  three  fledgling  egrets  at  the  rookery  being  fed  by  adults  but  were  not  seen 
again  until,  three  days  later,  he  accompanied  a  Department  of  Environmental  Conservation  wildlife  biologist 
boating  out  to  Motor  Island  where  a  grisly  sight  awaited  them.  The  remains  of  two  young  egrets,  presumed  dead 
at  least  one  week,  were  found  under  one  nest  while  three  young  birds  from  the  second  nest  could  not  be  found, 
also  apparent  victims  of  a  wanton  act  of  destruction  as  large  rocks  had  been  thrown  into  both  nests,  the  adult  birds 
apparently  had  vacated  the  island. 

The  autumn  of  shorebirds  along  the  north  shore  of  Lake  Erie  in  July  was  one  of  the  most  satisfying  in 
recent  years  with  lower  water  levels  exposing  more  algae  and  its  invertebrate  fauna  as  sources  of  nutrition  for  the 
migrants.  Among  the  more  noteworthy  species  seen  along  the  shore  this  month  was  a  Willet,  an  irregular  fall 
vagrant  seen  by  Paul  Benham  and  Olga  Rosche  at  Rock  Point  Provincial  Park  in  the  Town  of  Dunnville  on  July 
25th.  Benham  remarked  that  the  bird  was  a  juvenile,  apparently  “of  the  inland  race,  C.S.  incornatus ”  usually 
reported  from  this  region.  On  the  23rd,  Peter  Yoerg  and  Barbara  Henderson  reported  two  Whimbrel,  uncommon 
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fall  migrants,  on  the  shore  at  Morgan’s  point  in  the  Town  of  Wainfleet.  One  of  the  uncelebrated  locations  for 
shorebird  watching  in  the  Niagara  Frontier  is  the  “Brick  Yard  Pond”  the  name  given  by  local  naturalists  to  several 
ponds  in  reference  to  the  red  clay  banks  of  the  largest  pond  on  the  west  side  of  Concession  Road  #5,  1  1/2  miles 
north  of  the  hamlet  of  St.  Davis  in  the  Town  of  Niagara-on-the-Lake.  Apparently  the  red  clay  was  mined  at  one 
time  for  the  making  of  bricks  but  now  appears  to  be  most  attractive  to  migrating  shorebirds  as  a  source  of 
provender.  On  July  23rd,  participants  in  the  society’s  shorebird  trip  to  Canada  were  delighted  to  find  among  the 
many  species  at  the  pond,  Stilt  Sandpipers,  possibly  a  record  count  for  one  flock  of  this  shorebird  which,  while  of 
annual  occurrence  in  our  study  area,  usually  is  seen  only  in  small  numbers  or  as  single  individuals. 

Other  records  of  interest  in  July  include  two  Greater  Scaup,  both  males  in  eclipse  plumage  apparently 
summering  in  Lake  Erie  at  Rock  Point  Provincial  Park  where  they  were  seen  by  Willie  D’ Anna  and  others  on  July 
22nd.  This  is  only  the  eighth  summer  record  for  this  species  and,  in  this  plumage,  identification  of  the  two  scaup 
species  is  difficult  because  their  nondescript  appearance,  including  indistinct  head  patterns,  obscures  several 
characters.  In  this  instance,  identification  was  confirmed  by  the  diagnostic  long  white  stripe  extending  from  the 
secondary  to  the  primary  feathers  on  the  wing  which  one  of  the  birds  obligingly  raised  for  the  observers  in 
D’Anna’s  party.  For  three  of  the  past  four  years,  Sedge  Wrens  have  been  reported  from  a  wet  meadow  on  the 
shore  of  Burnt  Ship  Creek  at  the  Buckhorn  Island  State  Park  on  Grand  Island.  On  July  2nd,  Peter  Yoerg  coaxed 
two  of  these  furtive  wrens,  apparently  a  mated  pair,  out  of  the  underbrush  in  this  meadow  with  a  taped  call.  He 
was  afforded  a  look  at  both  birds  as  well  as  hearing  the  male  wren’s  “totally  unmusical”  song.  However,  it  is  still 
uncertain  that  a  viable  breeding  population  of  this  very  local  summer  resident  has  been  established  at  this  location. 
Finally,  between  June  21st  and  July  25th,  Bill  and  Dyann  Weikert  had  the  unusual  opportunity  to  record  the 
movements  of  a  male  Yellow-breasted  Chat  at  the  Tillman  Wildlife  Management  Area  on  the  Tillman  Road  in  the 
Tow  n  of  Clarence  w  here  it  was  easily  seen  singing  a  terri tonal  song  in  a  brushy  area  on  a  trail  by  many  observers 
dunng  that  period.  Unfortunately,  the  bird  remained  unmated  before  leaving  the  area  in  late  July. 

Joseph  Thill 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed  wntten  venfication 
according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontano  (B.O.S.  1991)  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(0  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area. 


Name  of  Bird 

July 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

D. -crest.  Cormorant 

17 

3  nests  w/yng 

Buffalo 

Watson 

Great  Egret 

2-19 

1-5 

Motor  Is.,  Niag.  R. 

Watson 

66 

2-20 

1-2 

TonawandaTwp. 

Hess,  Benham 

it 

6-16 

2-3  yng 

Motor  Is.,  Niag.  R. 

Watson 

66 

7 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Watson,  Young 

66 

23,29 

1 

St.  Davids,  Ont. 

Morgan te,  D’Anna 

Bl.-cr.  Night-Heron 

2,4 

14,7 

Motor  Is.,  Niagara  R. 

Watson 

66 

7-31 

1-2 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Benham 

66 

11 

8 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

Green-winged  Teal 

18 

4 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Watson 

Northern  Pintail 

18 

6 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Watson 

Gad  wall 

14 

4 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson 

American  Wigeon 

3 

15 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Watson 
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Name  of  Bird 

July 

Number 

American  Wigeon 

3-13 

60  max 

66 

18 

7 

Redhead 

18 

5 

Ring-necked  Duck 

18 

1 

Greater  Scaup 

oo 

2 

Lesser  Scaup 

1-31 

2-1 

Red-br.  Merganser 

3 

3 

66 

23 

3 

Osprey 

6 

3 

66 

15 

4 

66 

23 

1 

Bald  Eagle 

7,18 

2  v 

Black-bellied  Plover 

29F 

8 

Semi  pal  mated  Plover 

22F 

1 

Greater  Y  ellowlegs 

2F 

1 

66 

1 

1 

66 

23 

15 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

2F 

2 

64 

3 

4 

46 

3 

5 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

18F 

1 

64 

19 

1 

*Willet 

25 

2 

66 

25 

1 

Upland  Sandpiper 

4 

6 

64 

9 

1 

66 

23 

1 

Whimbrel 

23  F 

9 

** 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

14F 

1 

66 

23 

2 

*Red  Knot 

25F 

2 

66 

25F 

4 

64 

27 

2 

66 

30 

1 

Sanderling 

oop 

3 

66 

23 

2 

Semipalm.  Sandpiper 

14F 

23 

Least  Sandpiper 

2F 

1 

64 

3 

23 

White-r.  Sandpiper 

27F 

1 

64 

29 

1 

46 

30 

1 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

22F 

2 

*  Stilt  Sandpiper 

14F 

1 

64 

23 

Short-b.  Dovvitcher 

14F 

19 

64 

23 

25 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

3,14 

46,58 

64 

23 

50 

Caspian  Tern 

2,7 

1,1 

44 

3 

3 

46 

3 

2 

66 

23 

8 

Location 

Observer 

Motor  Is.,  Niagara  R. 

Watson 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Watson 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Watson 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

D’Anna  etal 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

Windmill  Point,  Ont. 

Watson 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Morgante,  Byron(BOS) 

Allegany  S.P. 

Hess 

South  Valley  Twp. 

Yoerg 

Port  Col  borne,  Ont. 

Morgante,  Byron(BOS) 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

Moulton  Twp.,  Ont. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

D’Anna  etal 

Jaeger  Rocks,  Ont. 

Watson 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

St.  Davids,  Ont. 

Morgante,  Byron(BOS) 

Jaeger  Rocks,  Ont. 

Watson 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Watson 

Crescent  Beach,  Ont. 

Watson 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Watson 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

O.  Rosche  (EABC) 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Benham 

Clarence  Twp. 

Weikert,  Morgante 

Concord  Twp. 

Morgante 

St.  Davids,  Ont. 

Morgante,  Byron 

Morgan’s  Point,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Watson 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Morgante,  Byron(BOS) 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

O.  Rosche  (EABC) 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Benham,  Rosche  et  al 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Andrleetal 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Davis 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

D’Anna  etal 

St.  Davids,  Ont. 

Morgante,  Byron(BOS) 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Watson 

Jaeger  Rocks,  Ont. 

Watson 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Watson 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Andrle  etal 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Davis 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

D’Anna  etal 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Watson 

St.  Davids,  Ont. 

Morgante,  Byron(BOS) 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Watson 

St.  Davids,  Ont. 

Morgante,  Byron(BOS) 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Watson 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Morgante,  Byron(BOS) 

Motor  Is.,  Niag.  R. 

Watson 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Watson 

Bertie  Twp.,  Ont. 

Watson 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Morgante,  Byron(BOS) 
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Name  of  Bird 

.lulv 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Black  Tern 

18 

25 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Watson 

Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

22 

2-4 

Waintleet  Twp.,  Ont. 

D’Annaetal 

Acadian  Flvcatcher 

3 

2 

Rock  City  S.F. 

Morgante 

66 

7 

1PDBA 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson,  Yoerg 

Cliff  Swallow 

1 

5 

Allegany  S.P. 

Yoerg 

66 

7,19,28 

2,6,3 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitzrick 

Barn  Swallow 

19 

300 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitznck 

Common  Raven  2 

:4,25,26 

3 

Amity  Lake 

Pitznck 

46 

29 

2 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Carolina  Wren 

11 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

66 

14,22 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Watson,  D’Anna 

66 

19 

1 

Eden  Valley  (0 

Andrle 

66 

31 

1 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

*Sedge  Wren 

2 

2 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Yoerg 

Golden-cr.  kinglet 

3,5 

1,1  PDBA 

Alfred  Twp, 

Brooks 

66 

13 

1PDBA 

Andover  Twp. 

Brooks 

Bl.-gr.  Gnatcatcher  20,21,26 

1,U 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

Northern  Mockingbird 

16 

1 

Clarence  Twp. 

Watson 

66 

23 

2 

East  Aurora 

Holmes 

“Lawrence’s  Warbler” 

1 

1 

Allegany  S.P. 

Yoerg 

Nashville  Warbler 

2 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Northern  Parula 

1 

2 

Allegany  S.P. 

Yoerg 

Pine  Warbler 

1 

1 

Allegany  S.P. 

Yoerg 

Prairie  Warbler 

1 

1 

EllicottvilleTwp. 

Yoerg 

66 

2,15 

6,4 

Pingrey  Rd.,  Alfred 

Brooks 

66 

3,13 

1,1 

Amity  Twp. 

Pitznck 

64 

5,17 

u 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

66 

9,12,16 

1  o  0 

1  ■4— 

Pingrey  Rd.,  Andover 

Brooks 

Cerulean  Warbler 

1 

1 

Allegany  S.P. 

Yoerg 

Bl.-and-w.  Warbler 

6 

1 

Allegany  S.P. 

Hess 

*Yellow-br.  Chat 

1-26 

1 

Tillman  W.M.A. 

Weikert,  many  observers 

Vesper  Sparrow 

12-20 

4-4  loc. 

Andover  Twp. 

Brooks 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 

4,7 

2  2 

Clarence  Twp. 

Weikert,  Watson 

“  1 

2,14,29 

4-3  loc. 

Andover  Twp. 

Brooks 

Henslow’s  Sparrow 

5 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

66 

18 

2 

Newstead  Twp. 

Watson 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

1 

1 

Allegany  S.P. 

Yoerg 

66 

3 

1  PDBA 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

66 

4 

1  PDBA 

Ward  Twp. 

Brooks 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

30 

60-1  flock 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded . 254 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  .  5 

Total  for  year . 259 


Statisticians’  Note 

Retroactive  to  June  1,  1995,  verification  reports  will  no  longer  be  required  for 
sightings  of  Common  Raven  ( Corvus  corcix)  in  Cattaraugus  and  Allegany  counties  only. 

Retroactive  to  June  1,  1995,  verification  reports  will  no  longer  be  required  for  sightings  of  Prairie  Warbler 
(Dendroica  discolor)  between  May  23  and  September  1  in  Allegany  County  only. 

Robert  F.  Andrle  and  Frances  M.  Rew 
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H*  H*  H*  v  H*  ♦  ^ 

Summary  of  Hotline  and  Dial-a-Bird  Activity  -  July  1995 

For  the  second  month  is  a  row,  the  Hotline  was  quiet,  not  completely  unexpected  during  the  summer 
breeding  season. 

Dial-a-Bird  reports  for  July  favored  a  Yellow-br.  Chat  at  Tillman  Wildlife  Management  Area  for  most  of 
the  month,  an  elusive  bird  to  find  in  the  thick  vegetation.  The  Peregrine  Falcons  reported  to  be  Hying  around 
Buffalo  City  Hall  and  Niagara  Square  earlier  in  the  summer  were  observed  feeding  on  Rock  Doves  at  close  range 
from  the  observation  deck  at  the  top  of  City  Hall.  From  this  exciting  viewpoint,  the  falcons  were  said  to  have 
chased  off  an  immature  Bald  Eagle  that  Hew  towards  City  Hall  from  Lake  Erie. 

Through  the  month,  reporters  from  Allegany  State  Park  provided  accounts  of  probable  breeding 
"Lawrence's  Warbler",  Pine  Warbler,  and  Northern  Parula,  plus  Red-shouldered  Hawk,  Broad-winged  Hawk, 
Yellow-b.  Sapsucker,  Acadian  Flycatcher,  Cliff  Swallow,  and  Common  Raven. 

Mid-July,  southbound  shorebirds  were  described  from  Rock  Point  Provincial  Park,  including  Willetand 
Whimbrel,  St.  David's  Cannery  Ponds  near  Queenston,  and  Batavia  Waste  Water  Plant. 

Anyone  who  added  a  Swainson's  Hawk  to  their  lifelist  in  July  may  be  disappointed  to  learn  of  a  unique 
report  to  Dial-a-Bird.  The  Buffalo  Zoo  appealed  for  help  in  locating  a  handicapped  Swainson's  Hawk  that  escaped 
during  an  educational  demonstration  on  July  30.  Fortunately,  the  hawk  was  safely  recovered  on  August  2.  After 
reaching  as  far  as  Ellicott  Creek  in  Tonawanda,  it  was  found  close  to  the  Zoo,  roosting  in  a  backyard  on  Taunton 
Avenue. 


David  F.  Suggs 


BIRDING  THE  LAKE  ONTARIO  PLAIN 

(Part  One  -  Niagara  River  to  Route  78) 


WILLIE  D’ANNA 

Migration,  with  kettling  raptors,  skeins  of  waterfowl,  and  waves  of  colorful  warblers  and  other  passerines 
makes  the  Lake  Ontario  Plain,  arguably,  the  best  overall  birding  area  in  the  Niagara  Frontier  Region.  Even  during 
winter,  while  not  as  exciting  as  the  migration  months,  it  is  still  one  of  the  top  birding  sites  in  the  Region.  This 
two-part  article  will  describe  the  best  places  to  look  for  birds  on  the  Lake  Plain  and  when  they  are  the  most 
productive. 

The  Lake  Ontario  Plain  as  used  here  includes  only  that  portion  which  is  in  Kingbird  Region  One.  That  is, 
the  area  bounded  by  the  Niagara  River,  the  Niagara  Escarpment  (Route  104  essentially  follows  the  escarpment), 
Route  98,  and  Lake  Ontario  Part  One  includes  this  introduction  and  discusses  the  area  west  of  Route  78.  Part  Two 
will  describe  the  area  to  the  east  of  Route  78  and  will  include  tips  on  where  to  look  for  rare  and  uncommon 
species. 

Lake  Ontario  has  a  strong  moderating  effect  on  the  weather  on  the  Plain.  This,  along  with  the  rich  soils, 
makes  for  one  of  the  most  productive  agricultural  regions  in  the  state.  In  winter  the  extensive  fields,  both 
cultivated  and  fallow,  attract  Snow  Bunting,  Horned  Lark,  and  Lapland  Longspur,  along  with  rodent-loving 
raptors  such  as  Rough-legged  and  Red-tailed  Hawks,  American  Kestrel,  Short-eared,  Long-eared,  and  Snowy 
Owls.  The  Niagara  Falls  Christmas  Bird  Count,  centered  near  the  Niagara  River  and  which  includes  part  of  the 
Lake  Plain  in  Region  One,  as  well  as  part  of  that  which  is  in  Ontario,  records  around  90  species  every  year, 

more  than  any  other  Christmas  Count  in  the  vicinity.  The  Niagara  River  is  renowned  for  its  spectacular 
concentrations  of  gulls  from  November  to  early  January.  The  stretch  below  the  escarpment  has  recorded  most  of 
the  gull  species  on  the  Niagara’s  list.  In  addition  it  is  one  of  the  best  places  for  Oldsquaw  and  Bald  Eagle  in 
winter.  The  numerous  woodlots  consist  mainly  of  maple-beech-oak  when  they  reach  climax  stage.  They  are 


91 


Vol.  61  No.  8 


usually  small  and  hold  a  relatively  low  diversity  of  breeding  species  in  comparison  to  other  places  in  the  Region. 
Though  not  the  best  area  for  summer  birding,  some  species  are  found  more  easily  on  the  Lake  Plain  than 
elsewhere.  Examples  include  Upland  Sandpiper,  Golden-winged  Warbler,  Short-eared  Owl,  and  Orchard  Oriole. 
In  addition  as  succession  reclaims  some  of  the  old  farmland,  many,  of  the  forest-loving  species  are  on  the 
increase. 

Lake  Ontario  not  only  affects  the  climate  but  also  acts  as  a  barrier  to  the  migration  of  many  species.  Thus, 
birds  are  concentrated,  often  spectacularly  near  its  shore.  The  woodlots  in  Apnl  and  May,  late  August,  September, 
and  October  hold  Hocks  of  warblers,  vireos,  kinglets,  thrushes  flycatchers  and  other  passerines.  Concentrations 
are  greatest  near  the  shore  and  decrease  gradually  as  you  move  inland  away  from  the  lake. 

Hawk  Flights 

Raptors  are  another  group  of  birds  whose  migration  is  greatly  affected  by  Lake  Ontario.  These  birds 
conserve  energy  reserves  by  migrating  when  they  have  a  tailwind  or  when  thermals  are  frequent.  A  thermal  is  a 
column  of  rising  air  caused  by  the  uneven  solar  heating  of  the  earth.  Raptors  use  thermals  to  gain  altitude,  then 
glide  downward  to  another  thermal  where  they  can  again  acquire  lift.  Some  raptors  are  so  efficient  at  using 
thermals  that,  at  times,  they  can  migrate  dozens  of  miles  with  hardly  a  flap.  However,  there  are  no  thermals  over 
open  water,  so  when  the  northbound  raptors  reach  Lake  Ontario,  they  turn  east  or  west  and  follow  the  shoreline. 
Unlike  Braddock  Bay  State  Park  and  Beamer  Conservation  Area,  both  outside  the  Region,  there  is  no 
geographical  feature  other  than  the  lake  to  help  concentrate  the  birds.  On  occasion,  however,  flights  here  still  can 
rival  those  of  the  more  renowned  hawk-watching  spots. 

The  technique  for  watching  a  hawk  flight  here  is  to  go  within  one-half  mile  of,  the  lake  anytime  in  March,  April, 
and  May  when  the  hawks  first  start  to  fly  in,  the  morning.  On  warm  days,  especially  when  a  front  is  approaching, 
they  may  start  to  fly  at  sunrise.  More  typically,  flights  begin  around  8:00  or  9:00  Eastern  Standard,  Time,  later  on 
cold  days  and  earlier  on  warm  days.  Moderate  southerly  winds  Usually  produce  the  best  flights  since  they 
concentrate  the  birds  close  to  the  lake.  With  lighter  winds  the  flight-line  tends  to  move  inland  and  become  more- 
scattered.  This  usually  happens  around  10:00  to  noon.  It  is  worth  the  effort  to  stay  with  the  main  flight-line.  If 
you  are  no  longer  getting  hawks  after  seeing  some  and  you  suddenly,  feel  the  wind  coming  off  of  the  lake,  move 
inland.  Pick  a  spot  with  a  good  view  to  the  east  and  west  and  every  half-mile  or  so  scan  the  sky  with  binoculars. 
If  you  find  two  or  more  migrating  raptors,  then  you  have  probably  relocated  the  main  flight-line.  The  hawks  can 
continue  to  move  inland,  however,  all  the  way  to  the.  escarpment  about  seven  miles  from  the  lake,  although  one  to 
four  miles  is  the  normal  drift.  Brett  Ewald  developed  this  method  of  monitoring  the  hawks  in  our  Region  using  the 
north-south  running  Ransom ville  Road  to  watch  from.  His  best  counts  were  over  10,000  raptors  at  the  peak  of 
the  Broad-winged  Hawk  migration  in  late  Apnl.  After  a  long  winter  there  is  nothing  quite  so  satisfying  as  a  warm 
March  day  spnnt  watching  a  good  hawk-flight  accompanied  by  thousands  of  Red-winged  Blackbirds,  Common 
Grackles,  Amencan  Robins,  and  skeins  of  geese,  ducks,  and  swans.  Any  north/south  road  with  a  long  view  to 
the  east  and  west  is  a  good  place,  to  watch  from. 

Some  specific  sites  are,  from  west  to  east,  the  hill  at  Fort  Niagara  State  Park,  Route  18  south  of  its 
junction  with  Route  18F,  Ransomville  Road,  Niagara-Orlean  Countyline  Road,  Marshall  Road,  and  Yates- 
Carl ton  Townline  Road.  Be  prepared,  as  just  about  anything  can  fly  by  at  a  hawk- watch. 

Lake  Lookouts 

Lake  Ontario  hosts  incredible  numbers  of  waterfowl,  especially  diving  birds.  March,  Apnl,  and  early  May 
are  best  in  spring  with  the  autumn  months  of  October,  November,  and  December  even  better.  Oldsquaw  can  be 
particularly  abundant  though  often  quite  distant.  Also  very’  common  are  Red-breasted  Merganser,  White-winged 
Scoter,  Common  Goldeneye,  Bufflehead,  and  both  Scaup.  Homed  Grebe  and  Common  Loon  are  common  and 
with  the  right  conditions  large  numbers  of  Red-throated  Loons  and  Brant  can  be  seen.  Red-necked  Grebe  and 
both  of  the  “dark-winged”  scoters.  Black  and  Surf,  are  regular.  Large  numbers  of  gulls  are  frequently  present. 
Among  our  common  species,  Ring-billed,  Herring,  Bonaparte’s,  and  Great  Black-backed  Gulls,  the  birder  should 
look  for  Glaucous,  Iceland,  Little,  Thayer’s  and  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls,  Black-legged  Kittiwake,  and 
Laughing  Gull.  Though  not  recorded  from  any  lake  lookout  in  our  Region,  Sabine’s  and  Common  Black-headed 
Gulls  are  anticipated  on  the  lake  in  the  future.  Rarities  on  the  lake  in  our  Region  include  Pacific,  Loon,  Eared 
Grebe,  Northern  Gannet,  Amencan  White  Pelican,  Great  Egret  (regular),  King  Eider,  and  Harlequin  Duck, 
Razorbill,  and  Jaegers.  The  straight  east-west  shoreline  of  Lake  Ontano  in  our  Region  generally  favors  no  one 
spot  as  a  lake  lookout  over  any  other.  Access  can  be  gained  in  the  State  Parks  and  at  some  of  the  north-south 
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roads  that  terminate  at  the  lake.  Many  of  the  birds  migrate  at  a  great  distance  from  the  shore,  making  a  telescope 
essential  for  getting  the  most  enjoyment  out  of  lake  watching. 

Owls 

The  Lake  Ontario  Plain  is  the  best  place  in  the  Region  for  finding  owls.  Long-eared  and  Short-eared  Owls 
are  regular  in  winter,  the  latter  sometimes  numerous.  March  and  April  are  the  best  months  for  locating  Northern 
Saw-whet  and  Long-eared  Owls  which  are  usually  found  in  pine  plantations  near  the  lake.  Up  to  six  migrant 
Saw-whet  Owls  have  been  found  in  one  day  though  usually  one  needs  a  little  luck  along  with  hard  work  just  to 
find  one.  The  year-round  residents,  Great  Horned  and  Eastern  Screech-Owls,  are  plentiful  and  fairly  easily  found 
at  night  with  the  aid  of  a  tape  player.  Snowy  Owl,  though  rare,  is  usually  found  every  year  with  December  and 
early  January  producing  the  best  chance. 

Waterfowl  and  Shorebirds 

In  spring  the  Hooded  fields  provide  habitat  for  Canada  Goose  and  Snow  Goose,  Tundra  Swan,  and 
dabbling  ducks.  March  and  early  April  are  the  best  time  to  see  these  waterfowl.  Usually,  if  the  spring  is  not  too 
dry,  some  fields  will  remain  wet,,  providing  habitat  for  shorebirds  into  May.  The  lake  shoreline  has  little  to  offer 
shorebirds  and,  in  late  summer  and  autumn,  there  is  not  much  habitat  available  elsewhere  as  well.  Still,  any 
appropriate  habitat  that  is  found  from  July  through  October  should  be  checked  carefully,  especially  after  rainy 
weather,  as  this  is  the  prime  time  for  shorebird  migration  when  a  "fallout"  could  occur.  Although  just  about  any 
field  can  be  productive  in  spring,  some  that  have  been  reliable  for  waterfowl  and/or  shorebirds  in  recent  years 
include  Ransomville  Road  between  Braley  and  Youngstown- Wilson  Roads,  the  pond  on  Niagara-Orleans 
Countyline  Road  (Route  269)  about  one  mile  south  of  Route  18,  the  Route  18  pasture  across  from  the  terminus  of 
Momson  Road,  and  the  southwest  quadrant  of  Stillwater  and  Hams  Roads.  The  fields  along  Countyline  Road 
north  of  Route  18  and  along  Route  18  west  and  east  of  Countyline  can  hold  an  abundance  of  geese  and  other 
waterfowl  in  the  spring  including  the  rare  Greater  White-fronted  Goose. 

SPECIFIC  SITES  WEST  OF  ROUTE  78 

1)  Lewiston  Dock  -  Located  on  the  Niagara  River  at  the  west  end  of  Center  Street  in  Lewiston,  this  is  the 
best  spot  for  Little  Gull  in  the  Region.  Look  for  it  anytime  except  late  spring  and  summer  -  best  chances  are  in 
winter  and;  especially,  late  winter  and  early  spring.  Common  Black-headed  Gull  has  been  seen  here  on  several 
occasions  and  in  late  fall  and  winter  look  for  the  “white-winged”  gulls.  Glaucous,  Iceland,  and  Thayer’s.  It  is  also 
a  good  spot  for  Oldsquaw  and  Bald  Eagle  in  winter.  There  is  often  a  Mockingbird  in  the  multiflora  rose  bushes 
next  to  the  water  plant  across  the  road  from  the  river. 

2)  Joseph  Davis  State  Park  -  Located  on  the  Niagara  River  about  one  mile  north  of  Pletcher  Road,  much 
of  this  park  is  old  farmland  which  has  succeeded  to  brush.  The  mowed  areas  are  interspersed  with  thick  hedge 
rows.  Mockingbird  is  usually  easy  to  find  here.  Look  for  Northern  Shrike  in  winter  and  Eastern  Bluebird  at  any 
time.  Cheek  the  river  from  the  boat  launch  where  Little  Gull  and  Bald  Eagle  are  possible,  and  Oldsquaw  are  often 
common  in  winter  and  spring. 

3)  Fort  Niagara  State  Park  situated  at  the  mouth  of  the  Niagara  River  on  Lake  Ontario,  this  relatively  small 
State  Park  can  be  exciting.  The  woodlot  on  the  northeast  boundary,  right  against  the  lake  can  be  brimming  with 
warblers  and  other  passerines.  Up  to  20  species  have  been  found  on  a  good  spring  day  with  slightly  lesser 
numbers  in  the  fall.  Kentucky  and  Connecticut  Warblers  have  each  been  found  at  least  twice  here.  The  fruiting 
trees  along  the  parkway  entrance  attract  Cedar  Waxwings  in  late  fall  and  early  winter  among  which  Bohemian 
Waxwings  have  been  seen  on  several  occasions.  Early  winter  gives  the  best  chance  for  finding  them.  As  with 
anywhere  near  the  lake,  listen  for  migrating  Hocks  of  Snow  Bunting  in  late  fall  and  Common  Redpoll  in  fall  or 
spring.  Red-headed  Woodpecker  is  a  special  bird  of  the  park.  It  breeds  here  and  at  least  one  is  found  spending 
the  winter  most  years.  It  is  usually  found  in  the  open  oak  groves.  Tufted  Titmouse  also  breeds  here  And  remains 
all  winter,  usually  in  the  woods  near  the  lake.  Eastern  Bluebird  has  bred  in  the  open  oak  grove  just  east  of  the  lake 
woods  and  they  are  frequently  found  there  in  migration.  The  large  man-made  hill  next  to  the  soccer  fields  can  be 
great  for  watching  hawk  Bights  in  spring.  The  lake  can  be  viewed  from  the  large  parking  lot  and  from  the  Coast 
Guard  Station  which  is  right  at  the  mouth  of  the  river.  The  latter  has  been  the  site  of  many  a  great  bird  find  over 
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the  years.  Among  them  are  Red-throated  Loon,  Eared  and  Red-necked  Grebes,  Northern  Gannet,  Brant,  King 
Bider,  Purple  Sandpiper,  Red  Phalarope,  Jaeger  species,  Little  and  Common  Black-beaded  Gulls,  Black-legged 
Kittivvake,  Razorbill  (twice!),  and  Snowy  Owl.  Oldsquaw  are  common  here  in  winter  and  early  spring.  When  the 
Bonaparte’s  Gull  is  migrating  in  late  fall/early  winter  and  late  winter/early  spring,  that  is  the  time  to  do  what  is 
known  as  “the  flypast”.  It  is  truly  a  spectacle  to  watch  these  beautiful  small  gulls  Hying  to  roost  on  Lake  Ontario 
at  dusk.  Start  about  an  hour  before  sunset  and  look  for  Little  Gull  and  other  gulls  with  the  Bonaparte’s.  In  Fort 
Niagara  you  can  “do  the  Hypast”  from  the  boat  launch  area.  However,  the  lighting  is  best  from  the  Canadian  side 
at  Niagara-on-the-Lake.  Try  either  above  or  below  the  manna  that  is  across  from  the  “Queen's  Landing”.  There 
is  an  entrance  fee  for  Fort  Niagara  State  Park  between  Memorial  and  Labor  Days.  However,  if  you  are  just  doing 
the  woods  by  the  lake  you  can  access  it  via  a  road  off  of  Route  18F  that  is  just  east  of,  the  park  entrance  road. 

4)  Four  Mile  Creek  State  Park  -  This  park  is  located  north  of  Routes  18  and  18F  between  Dietz  Road  on 
the  east  and  Woodcliff  Drive  on  the  west.  The  passerine  list  here  is  similar  though  a  little  shorter  than  Fort 
Niagara's.  The  best  places  to  look  are  on  the  path  by  the  creek  at  the  end  of  Woodcliff  Drive,  along  Woodcliff 
Drive  before  the  first  sharp  bend,  and  along  Dietz  Road.  Shorebirds,  marsh-loving  ducks,  and  herons  are  all 
possible  in  Four  Mile  Creek  which  empties  into  the  lake  here.  Long-eared  Owl  is  regular  in  the  pines  on  the  east 
side  of  Woodcliff  in  spring  and  is  sometimes  found  in  winter.  Northern  Saw-whet  Owl  is  probably  regular  in 
spring  also  and  occasional  in  winter.  The  large  old  coniferous  trees  of  Ctikland  Cemetery,  which  the  park 
surrounds,  sometimes  entice  winter  finches  to  stop  and  feed  and  they  frequently  harbor  Red-breasted  Nuthatch,  a 
rare  bird  on  the  Lake  Plain  except  during  migration.  Great  Horned  and  Eastern  Screech  Owls  are  often  found  in 
the  cemetery  or  in  the  deciduous  woods  on  its  east  side  which  is  worth  checking  for  songbirds  also.  Access  to 
the  cemetery  is  from  Route  18  a  little  west  of  the  parkway  entrance.  Fruiting  trees  along  the  parkway  often  attract 
Cedar  and  occasionally  Bohemian  Waxwings.  The  lake  can  be  viewed  from  the  end  of  Dietz  Road  or  from  the 
end  of  the  creek  if  you  come  in  on  Woodcliff  Drive  (better). In  my  experience  watching  migrating  waterfowl  from 
here  is  usually  better  than  at  the  Fort.  Rarities  that  have  been  found  here  include:  Red-throated  Loon,  Red-necked 
Grebe,  American  Bittern,  American  White  Pelican,  Brant,  Harlequin  Duck,  Little  and  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls, 
Whip-poor-will,  Orange-crowned  and  Kentucky  Warblers.  Although  there  is  an  entrance  fee  for  the  park,  access 
to  the  boundary  roads,  Dietz  Road  and  Woodcliff  Drive  is  free. 

5)  Lutts  Road  -  The  area  along  this  road,  roughly  one-half  to  three-quarters  of  a  mile  south  of  Route  93, 
consists  of  deciduous  woods,  pine  plantations,  and  a  small  creek.  There  are  no  houses  in  this  stretch.  Let's  hope 
it  stays  that  way.  This  area  is  fairly  well  known  to  birders  for  two  reasons  -  owls  and  Pine  Grosbeaks.  During  the 
period  1982  to  1995  the  latter  species  was  recorded  here  in  only  two  years.  However,  during  both  years  there 
were  more  here  than  anywhere  else  in  the  Region.  They  were  usually  found  not  far  from  the  road  anywhere  along 
this  stretch  starting  in  late  November  to  the  end  of  December.  Owls  are  found  in  the  pine  plantations  west  of  the 
road.  The  stand  of  pines  that  is  about  50  yards  back  from  the  road  has  been  much  more  productive  than  the  group 
that  is  right  next  to  the  road.  In  recent  years  Saw-whet  Owl  has  been  found  there  only  once  but  Long-eared  Owl 
has  been  seen  many  times  from  late  November  into  April.  To  reach  another  productive  plantation,  walk  the  path 
along  the  north  side  of  the  creek  heading  west.  Check  the  pines  and  brush  north  of  the  path  near  the  road  for 
possible  Saw-whet,  owl  (it  looks  good,  though  none  have  been  recorded  right  here).  Red-breasted  Nuthatch  and 
other  dickie  birds.  Look  and  listen  for  Bluebird  and  Northern  Shnke  as  you  continue.  The  path  goes  through  or, 
if  you  choose,  along  the  north  side  of  a  Scotch  Pine  plantation  which  usually  has  little  but  which  might  harbor  a 
few’  wintering  passerines.  Continue  w7est,  cross  a  small  drainage  ditch,  go  through  a  deciduous  woods  and  when 
it  opens  up,  you  will  see  spruce  trees.  One  group  is  oriented  north/south  and  the  other  east-west  along  the  creek. 
Probably  because  it  is  so  far  from  the  road  (over  a  half-mile),  this  area  has  not  been  checked  often  but  Long-eared 
Owls  seem  to  like  it  very  much  and,  one  winter,  a  Saw-whet  Owl  stayed  right  through.  To  reach  the  Lutts  Road 
area,  take  the  first  right  turn  off  of  Route  93  when  heading  east  from  Route  18. 

6)  Braley  Road  pasture  -  This  cattle  pasture  is  located  just  west,  of  the  Dickersonville  Road  jog.  That  is, 
as  Dickersonville  turns  north  continue  west  on  Braley  a  short  distance  to  reach  the  pasture.  There  is  a  small  pond 
here  which,  in  spring  or  fall,  can  hold  a  number  of  ducks.  Common  Snipe  have  been  seen  here  on  few  occasions 
as  have  several  of  the  common  species  of  shorebirds.  The.  pasture,  itself,  is  usually  not  too  exciting  but  I  have 
found  enough  things  along  this  road  to  make  the  area  a  mandatory  stop.  The  best  finds  here  were  Sandhill  Crane, 
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six  Brewer’s  Blackbirds,  Upland  Sandpiper,  Short-eared  Owl,  and  a  bird  which  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
farmland  but  which  contributed  to  the  magic  of  this  place  a  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  Hying  over. 

7)  Ransomville  Road  -  Wet  spots  in  agricultural  fields  during  spring  are  the  main  attraction  here  as  well 
as  a  good  spot  to  view  hawk  flights  from.  The  wet  areas  are  on  both  sides  and  can  be  inconspicuous.  They  are 
located  in  the  middle  half  of  the  1.5  mile  stretch  between  Braley  Road  on  the  south  and  Youngstown-Wilson 
Road  on  the  north.  The  best  way  to  find  them  is  to  get  out  of  your  car  and  scan  at  every  field.  As  with  just  about 
anywhere  that  water  sits  on  farmland,  the  farmer  has  tried  to  promote  faster  drainage,  so  the  viability  of  this  site  in 
the  future  remains  questionable.  Most  of  the  regular  dabbling  ducks  are  seen  here  every  March  and  early  Apnl 
and,  once,  there  was  an  Eurasian  Wigeon.  Common  Snipe,  Pectoral  Sandpiper,  and  both  Yellowlegs  have 
been  regular.  A  beautiful  female  Wilson  s  Phalarope  one  day  in  early  May  is  the  shorebird  highlight.  Among  the 
hawks,  all  the  annually  occurring  species  have  been  seen  here  and  even  the  rarest,  like  Golden  Eagle,  Peregrine 
Falcon,  Merlin,  and  Northern  Goshawk,  are  probablv  regular  it  is  just  that  no  one  is  usuallv  there  to  watch  them 
fly  by! 


8)  Wilson-Tuscarora  State  Park  -  This  beautiful  park,  located  on  Lake  Ontario  and  along  Twelve  Mile 
Creek  on  the  west  side  of  the  Village  of  Wilson,  has  the  greatest  habitat  diversity  of  the  four  State  Parks  listed  in 
Part  One.  Unfortunately,  -those  who  favor  recreational  activities  like  boating,  camping,  picnicking,  and 
frisbeegolfing  may  soon  alter  the  look  and  productivity  of  the  park  for  birds.  Still,  there  will  be  something  left  for 
the  birds  and  the  incongruous  result  may  be  that  the  passerines  are  easier  to  find  as  they  become  concentrated  in  a 
smaller  area.  There  are  two  sections  of  the  park,  one  on  either  side  of  Route  18.  The  north  section  is  the  one  that 
has  been  the  most  studied.  The  south  section  contains  a  beautiful  piece  of  mature  maple-beech-hemlock  woods 
along  the  west  branch  of  Twelve  Mile  Creek  that  requires  a  ten  to  15  minute  walk  to  reach.  As  yet,  the  quality  of 
birding  in  this  section  has  hardly  been  explored.  Between  Route  18  and  the  lake  one  can  find  bands  of  warblers  in 
spring  or  fall  just  about  anywhere.  One  path  that  should  be  checked  starts  on  the  south  end  of  the  boat  launch 
parking  area  on  the  end  of  the  park  road.  There  are  many  intersecting  paths  beckoning  the  hiker.  Any  of  them 
could  be  worthwhile.  For  a  short  route,  continue  southeasterly  more  or  less  following  the  east  branch  of  Twelve 
Mile  Greek  until  you  come  to  a  path  on  the  right  which  loops  around  to  the  beginning  of  the  path  near  the  parking 
area.  The  warbler  list  here  is  almost  as  long  as  Fort  Niagara's  and  includes  Connecticut  and  Orange -crowned 
Warblers.  The  best  time  to  see  the  latter  is  late  September  and  early  October  in  brushy  or  weedy  areas  where  there 
is  no  forest  canopy.  March  is,  the  best  time  to  look  for  Northern  Saw-whet  Owl  here.  Up  to  five  have  been  found 
in  one  day  in  the  pines  that  parallel  Route  18  east  of  the  park  entrance  road.  Long-eared  Owl  is  also  regular  in 
spring  and  late  fall  /  early  winter.  Both  species  have  overwintered.  The  best  rarity  on  the  park  list  is  probably  the 
Bam  Owl  found  while  looking  for  Saw-whets.  When  checking  for  owls,  listen  for  kinglets,  sparrows,  finches, 
and  a  host  of  other  passerine  species.  On  a  warm  spring  day  do  not  forget  to  look  up  or  you  might  miss  an  eagle 
flying  over.  Although  the  view  from  the  park  is  not  the  best  for  hawks  there  are  so  many  other  species  migrating 
along  the  lake  and  dropping  into  the  park,  that  it  can  be  a  delight  to  watch  from  here.  Ducks,  geese,  swans, 
blackbirds,  grackles,  robins,  meadowlarks,  and  swallows  are  seen  in  abundance.  The  raptor  list  is  almost  as 
good  as  on  Ransomville  Road.  Although  the  lake  can  be  viewed  from  the  park,  there  is  a  better  lookout  at  the  foot 
of  Route  425  about  a  mile  east  of  here.  Numbers  of  Red-throated  Loon  and  Red-necked  Grebe  have  been  seen 
from  here  as  well  as  both  dark- winged  scoters.  Caspian  Terns  seem  to  prefer  this  area  and  once,  a  King  Eider 
found  it  to  her  liking  as  well. 

9)  Greenwood  Cemetery  -  This  cemetery,  located  just  east  of  Wilson-Tuscarora  State  Park,  has  large  old 
evergreens  that  make  it  very  similar  to  Oakland  Cemetery.  Between  the  cemetery'  and  the  creek  are  deciduous 
woods  that  compliment  the  area  nicely.  Of  course  winter  finches  should  be  looked  and  listened  for  here  but  you 
should  also  check  for  w'arblers,  kinglets,  sparrows  and  just  about  any  other  passerine.  Red-breasted  Nuthatch  is 
often  found  here.  Birds  flying  along  the  lake  frequently  pass  directly  over  this  spot  so  listen  for  their  calls,  then 
look  lip.  Wood  Ducks  and  Blue-winged  Teal  are  often  found  in  the  marsh  abutting  the  northwest  corner  of  the 
cemetery.  Park  Road  is  a  residential  street  on  the  north  side  of  the  cemetery  that  makes  a  short  loop  around  a 
woods  with  large  deciduous  trees.  Woodpeckers  are  usually  found  here  and,  occasionally,  there  are  bands  of 
warblers.  Once  this  walk  produced  a  Pine  Warbler  in  early  January'  at  someone’s  feeding  station. 
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MEMBERSHIP  NEWS 

CONGRATULATIONS  to  Marcia  O’Bara,  her  design  has  been  selected  for  to  grace  the  cover  of  the  new 
B.O.S.  Membership  Roster. 
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BOS  MEETINGS 

If  you  would  like  to  present  a  program  or  have  a  suggestion  for  a  speaker  or  a  topic,  please  contact  Michael 
Davis  at  874-2721. 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  1 
through  June  15,  inclusive,  except  for  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December. 
Meetings  begin  at  7:30  p.m.  and  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020  Humbolt 
Parkway,  Buffalo,  New  York. 
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FIELD  TRIPS 

,  Sept.  24:  Sunday.  Lake  Ontario  plains  around  Lewiston,  NY.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Tops  Market  in  Lewiston. 

Leader:  Bill  Broderick  (745-3969). 

Oct.  6-8:  Federation  of  New  York  State  Bird  Clubs,  meeting  at  Fredoma,  NY. 

Note  New  Date: 

Oct.  15:  Sunday.  B.O.S.  October  Bird  Count.  Please  contact  the  Compiler,  Mike  Hamilton  (881- 

6709),  for  a  territory. 

Note  New  Date: 

Oct.  22:  Sunday.  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge.  This  may  include  a  side  trip  to  the  Batavia  Sewage 


ponds  if  we  can  get  permission  to  drive  in.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.,  at  Tanning  Bed,  0.1  mile  east  of 
Main  &  Transit.  Leader:  Mike  Morgante  (685-4975). 

Oct.  28: 

i 

: 

Saturday  not  Sunday.  Lake  Ontario  plains  of  eastern  Niagara  and  Orleans  counties.  Meet  in 
Wright’s  Corners  (north  of  Lockport)  on  Route  78  at  the  Tops  Market  just  north  of  the  Route  104 
intersection.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  Leader:  Willie  D’Anna  (73 1-4348). 

Oct.  29: 

Sunday.  Daylight  Saving  Time  ends.  Set  your  clocks  back  one  hour. 

Nov.  19: 

Sunday.  Niagara  River  joint  trip  with  Rochester  GOS  for  gulls  and  waterfowl.  Meet  at  9:30  a.m.  at 
Old  Fort  Niagara  in  the  parking  lot  just  outside  the  old  fort.  Leaders:  Bob  Spahn  of  GOS  and  Bon 
Brock  (876-5862). 

Dec.  3: 

Sunday.  Buffalo  waterfront  and  Niagara  River.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  &  Busti.  Leader:  Dick 
Collins  (683-3699). 

Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Trip  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 

^  v|/ 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a-Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings  call:  Dial-a-Bird  (716)  896-1271  and  follow  the  instructions. 

TTTTTTTT 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler: 
Mr.  William  D’Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Drive  Extension,  Niagara  Falls,  NY  14304. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer:  Michael  Hamilton,  172  Allen  Street,  Buffalo,  NY  14201. 
Back  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  @  $0.50  per  copy. 

Editor:  Charles  D.  Halvorsen,  212  Main  Street,  West  Seneca,  NY  14224. 
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The  long  hot  summer!  Until  the  last  ten  days  of  the  month,  sunny  very  hot  and  humid  weather 
continued  to  plague  us  in  August.  The  only  significant  rainfall  in  the  Buffalo  area  during  the  period  was  a  heavy 
downpour  during' the  morning  of  August  5th  in  the  wake  of  hurricane  Erin  which  had  weakened  to  a  tropical 
storm  as  it  moved  up  the  eastern  seaboard.  A  series  of  weak  weather  systems  passing  through  the  area  allowed  the 
buildup  of  very  warm  air  io  continue  uniii  a  significant  cold  front,  centered  over  tne  upper  Great  Eakes,  reached 
the  Niagara  Frontier  on  August  21st  bringing  respite  from  the  heat  and  more  seasonable  temperatures  until 
month’s  end.  Vivian  Pitzrick  writes  from  Allegany  County  that  in  spite  of  the  seemingly  endless  succession  of 
hot,  humid  and  sunny  days  and  dwindling  water  tables,  the  oppressive  heat  apparently  had  no  adverse  effect  on 
nesting  birds  in  her  research  project.  However,  with  the  advent  of  cooler  weather,  the  autumn  passage  of  migrant 
warblers  and  other  passerines  significantly  increased  as  a  glance  at  the  “Noteworthy  Records”  section  of  this 
publication  will  indicate.  The  average  temperature  for  the  period  was  70.9°(F),  1.9°  above  the  norm;  precipitation 
in  the  form  of  rain  measured  2.07  inches,  0.3  inches  below  normal;  the  high  temperature  for  the  month  at  Buffalo 
was  90° (F)  reached  on  August  3rd  and  20th  with  a  low  temperature  of  51°(F)  recorded  during  the  early  morning 
hours  of  the  25th.  (Meteorological  data  as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport.) 

For  the  past  year,  oral  reports  from  several  observers  of  at  least  two  Peregrine  Falcons  perched  or  flying 
among  the  multi-story  buildings  surrounding  Niagara  Square  in  downtown  Buffalo,  have  been  recorded  almost 
monthly  on  the“Dial-a-Bird”  tape  (see  Prothonotary,  Vol.  61,  no.  4,  pg.  34;  no.  6,  pg.  58  and  no.  8,  pg.  91). 
Thus  it  was  acclamations  of  gratitude  that  our  compiler  and  statisticians  received  written  documentation  of  several 
sightings  of  these  birds  in  July  and  August.  Between  July  18th  and  August  19th,  Jay  Burney  and  his  son,  Jajean 
of  Buffalo  observed  a  male  and  a  (slightly  larger)  female  Peregrine  Falcon  both  flying  and  perched  on  ledges  on 
the  Buffalo  City  Hall  and  adjacent  buildings  from  which  they  could  be  observed  pursuing  Rock  Doves.  The 
Burneys  made  most  of  their  observations  from  the  observation  deck  on  the  20th  floor  of  the  City  Hall,  employing 
10  X  50  power  binoculars.  On  July  18th,  the  male  Peregrine  alighted  on  a  ledge,  eight  feet  away  from  the 
observation  deck,  clutching  a  Rock  Dove  in  its  talons!  On  the  19th,  this  falcon  pursued  and  attacked  an  immature 
Bald  Eagle  flying  over  Niagara  Square  and  the  two  birds  “interacted”  until  disappearing  behind  the  Liberty 
Building  further  east  in  the  downtown  area.  On  August  22nd,  Bill  Watson  observed  an  immature  Peregrine 
perched  on  the  roof  overhang  on  the  west  side  of  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club  from  which  it  took  flight  to  pursue  a 
flock  of  Rock  Doves. 

August  was  a  banner  month  for  shorebird  migration  with  unusually  large  flocks  of  Semipalmated  and 
Least  Sandpipers  defining  the  aggregations  of  the  birds  observed.  Bob  Andrle  and  the  writer  counted  175 
Semipalmated  Sandpipers  in  one  frock  at  the  Brickyard  Ponds  at  St.  David,  Ontario  on  August  5th  while  Paul 
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Benham  reported  a  Hock  of  300  semis  at  Rock  Point  Provincial  Park  on  the  7th.  Five  records  of  Western 
Sandpipers  confirmed  among  these  flocks  represents  a  ten  year  high  count  for  this  infrequent  passage  migrant  in 
the  month  of  August.  On  August  16th,  Bill  Watson  and  Peter  Yoerg  observed  three  of  these  shorebirds  in  a  mixed 
Hock  of  Semi  pal  mated  and  Least  Sandpipers  feeding  on  the  algae  covered  shoreline  of  Lake  Erie  at  Rock  Point 
Provincial  Park.  Watson  distinguished  the  Western  Sandpipers  by  their  longer,  “slightly  drooping”  bills  and 
scapulars  of  “red  Chestnut”  coloration.  On  the  20th,  a  Western  Sandpiper  was  seen  by  Willie  D’Anna  and  Betsy 
Potter  during  a  visit  to  the  Brickyard  Ponds  at  St.  Davids,  Ontario.  The  bird  was  discovered  in  a  flock  of 
Semipalmated  Sandpipers  feeding  on  the  wet  clay  shoreline  of  the  pond  in  nearest  proximity  to  the  road  where 
D’Anna  distinguished  it  from  several  juvenile  semis  in  similar  plumage  by  the  reddish  upper  scapulars  of  both 
wings  and  its  longer  slightly  decurved  bill.  The  fifth  Western  Sandpiper,  described  as  a  juvenile  bird,  was  seen  by 
Dick  Byron’s  party  during  a  highly  rewarding  BOS  field  trip  to  Rock  Point  Provincial  Park  on  August  27th. 
Predictably,  the  bird  was  discovered  in  a  Bock  of  Semipalmated  Sandpipers  from  which  Willie  D’Anna  discerned 
it  among  its  congeners  by  its  signature  characters:  the  slightly  longer  bill  with  its  “droop”  near  the  tip  and  a  single 
row  of  chestnut  scapulars  on  each  wing.  Byron’s  trip  on  this  date  also  resulted  in  the  discovery  of  the  ‘Bird  of  the 
Month’  at  Rock  Point.  While  the  trip  participants  were  scanning  a  mixed  flock  of  sandpipers,  a  solitary  larger 
shorebird  flew  up  the  shore  from  the  west  point  and  alighted  briefly  before  again  taking  wing  and  disappearing. 
However,  the  group  of  observers  saw  the  bird’s  narrow  long  upturned  bill,  diagnostic  black  and  white  tail  band 
and  narrow  white  wing  stripes  while  in  Bight  identifying  it  as  a  Hudsonian  Godwit,  a  very  rare  passage  migrant  in 
our  study  area. 

Other  records  of  interest  this  month  include  Bill  Watson’s  tally  of  1005  Double-crested  Cormorants 
roosting  on  the  three  power  line  towers  in  the  Niagara  River  at  the  north  end  of  Buckhorn  Island  State  Park  on 
August  23rd.  He  speculates  that  the  majority  of  these  birds  are  post-breeding  wanderers,  probably  from  nesting 
colonies  on  Lake  Ontario.  Bill  Watson’s  observations  of  a  Great  Blue  Heron  still  incubating  in  a  nest  on  Motor 
Island  in  the  upper  Niagara  River  in  the  Town  of  Tonawanda  on  July  20th  and  with  a  nestling  on  August  30th 
constitutes  a  late  breeding  record  for  this  species  in  New  York  State.  On  August  19th  Mike  Morgante,  in  a  census 
of  Bald  Eagles  observed  on  that  date  in  the  wetlands  of  the  State  Wildlife  Management  Areas  and  the  Iroquois 
National  Wildlife  Refuge  in  Genesee  and  Orleans  Counties  ascertained  that  the  one  adult  and  two  immature  eagles 
seen  on  the  National  refuge  and  the  three  immature  birds  in  the  Tonawanda  Wildlife  Refuge  were  not  counted 
twice  indicating  at  least  six  eagles  in  those  wetlands  this  month.  On  August  21st,  Peter  Yoerg  observed  a  very 
early  migrant  Merlin  perched  on  a  bare  branch  in  the  crown  of  an  elm  tree  across  the  street  from  his  residence  on 
Shirley  Avenue  in  Buffalo.  Finally,  Elizabeth  Brooks  reports  that  a  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  that  she  originally 
banded  in  1982  returned  to  her  banding  station  on  the  Waterwells  Road  in  the  town  of  Alfred  in  Allegany  County 
for  the  13th  year  in  August. 

Joseph  Thill 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification 
according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (B.O.S.  1991)  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area. 


Name  of  Bird 

Aug. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

D. -crest.  Cormorant 

6,23 

467,1000 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

44 

16 

117 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Watson 

44 

26 

4 

Salamanca 

Baird 
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Name  of  Bird 

American  Bittern 
Least  Bittern 
Great  Egret 

44 

44 

44 

44 

Bl.-cr.  Night-Heron 

44 

Green- winged  Teal 
Northern  Shoveler 
American  Wigeon 

44 

44 

44 

Common  Merganser 
Red-br.  Merganser 

44 

Ruddy  Duck 
Osprey 
Bald  Eagle 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

44 

44 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

44 

44 

Broad-winged  Hawk 
Merlin 

Peregrine  Falcon 

44 

Black-bellied  Plover 
*Amer.  Golden-Plover 
Semipalmated  Plover 
*Hudsonian  Godwit 

Red  Knot 

44 

44 

Sanderling 

Semipalm.  Sandpiper 
Western  Sandpiper 

44 

44 

Least  Sandpiper 
White-r.  Sandpiper 

44 


Aug. 

Number 

7,23 

U 

18 

1 

5-27 

1 

7 

14 

11 

8 

21 

1 

23 

10 

7 

2 

23 

2 

27F 

4 

21 

9 

7 

12 

11 

9 

18 

1 

21 

1 

6,24 

7,4 

6 

1 

6,16 

1,2 

21F 

12 

25F 

1 

7 

2  imm 

7 

lad  &  1  imm 

16 

1  ad 

19 

3  imm 

19 

lad  &  2  imm 

23 

2ad  &  1  imm 

27 

1  ad 

7 

1 

13 

1 

18 

1 

15 

1 

26 

1 

27 

1 

29F 

5 

21 

1 

1-10 

2 

22 

1  imm 

16 

47 

16F 

1 

6 

4 

27 

1 

5 

1 

7 

2 

27 

7 

21 

1 

7 

300 

16 

3 

20 

1 

27 

1 

16 

57 

6,7 

5,6 

11-27 

4-1 

Location 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Tifft  N.P. 

Saint  Davids,  Ont. 

Iroq.  NWR  &  vicinity 
Iroquois  N.W.R. 
Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 
Iroquois  N.W.R. 
Newstead  Twp. 
Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Saint  Davids,  Ont. 
Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 
Tonawanda  W.M.A. 
LaSalle  Park,  Bflo. 

Tifft  N.P. 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 
Niagara  Falls 
Niagara  Falls 
Rock  Point  P.P. 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 
Rock  Point  P.P. 
Tonawanda  W.M.A. 
Iroquois  N.W.R. 
Salamanca 
Tonawanda  W.M.A. 
Iroquois  N.W.R. 
Iroquois  N.W.R. 
Sherbrooke  Twp.,  Ont. 
Iroquois  N.W.R. 
Allegany  S.P. 

Tifft  N.P. 

Alfred  Twp. 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Port  Col  borne,  Ont. 
Eden  Valley 
Buffalo 
Buffalo 
Buffalo 

Moulton  Twp.,  Ont. 
Moulton  Twp.,  Ont. 
Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Saint  Davids,  Ont. 
Jaeger  Rocks,  Ont. 
Rock  Point  P.P. 
Tonawanda  W.M.A. 
Rock  Point  P.P. 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Saint  Davids,  Ont. 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Rock  Point  P.P. 


Observer 

Watson,  Mueller(EABC) 
Watson 

Many  observers 
Watson 
Davis 
Watson 

Mueller(EABC) 

Watson 

Mueller(EABC) 

Watson 

Watson 

Watson 

Watson 

Watson 

Watson 

Watson 

Watson 

Morgante,  Watson 

Watson 

Andrleetal 

Watson 

Watson 

Baird 

Morgante 

Morgante 

Mueller(EABC) 

Watson 

Watson 

Baird 

Watson 

Brooks 

Watson 

Davis,  Scalicky 

Andrle 

Yoerg 

J  &  J  Burney 
Watson 

Watson,  Yoerg 
Watson,  Yoerg 
Morgante 

D’  Amia,Watson,Byron(BOS) 
Andrle,  Thill 
Heyer  (EABC) 

Watson,  Byron  (BOS) 

Watson 

Benham 

Watson 

D’Anna,  Potter 
D’  Anna,\Vatson,Byron(BOS) 
Watson,  Yoerg 
Morgante,  Benham 
Many  observers 
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Name  of  Bird 

Aug. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

White-r.  Sandpiper 

15 

1 

Niagara-on- the-Lake 

Heyer  (EABC) 

*Baird’s  Sandpiper 

16F 

2 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Watson,  Yoerg 

44 

20 

1 

Wainfleet,  Ont. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

21 

2 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Watson 

44 

27 

5-6 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

D’Anna,  Byron(BOS) 

Stilt  Sandpiper 

7 

2 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Benham 

44 

11 

6 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

.  Andrle,  Thill 

44 

27 

1 

Saint  Davids,  Ont. 

D’Anna,  Watson  et  al 

Bonaparte’s  gull 

15 

1 

Allegany  S.P. 

Baird 

Caspian  Tern 

7-23 

2-1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson,  many  observers 

44 

15,20 

2,4 

Saint  Davids,  Ont. 

Heyer,  D’Anna  etal 

44 

18,29 

U 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson,  Stewart  (ECAB) 

*  Forster’s  Tern 

22F 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Benham 

Common  Nighthawk 

19 

12 

Kenmore 

Benham 

“  21,26-30 

4,1-38 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

44 

31 

2 

Salamanca 

Baird 

Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

19 

1 

Beaver  Is.  S.P. 

Benham 

Yellovv-b.  Flycatcher 

15F 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

26 

1 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 

D’Anna 

Cliff  Swallow 

6 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Morgante 

Common  Raven 

23 

1 

Allegany  S.P. 

Baird 

44 

28 

1 

AlfredTwp. 

Brooks 

44 

31 

1 

Amity  lake 

Pitzrick 

Tufted  Titmouse 

26 

4 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

Red-br.  Nuthatch  1 

7 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

44 

25F 

1 

Buffalo 

Yoerg 

Carolina  Wren 

7-27 

1-2 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Many  observers 

44 

29 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Stewart,  Pratt  (EABC) 

Bl.-gr.  Gnatcatcher 

16 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Watson,  Yoerg 

Yellow-thr.  Vireo 

26F,27 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

26F 

2 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

44 

26F 

1 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 

D’Anna 

Blue- winged  Warbler 

26F 

4 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

“Brewster’s  Warbler” 

7 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

Tennessee  Warbler 

26F 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

Nashville  Warbler 

20 

1 

Wales  Twp. 

O.  Rosche 

44 

26F 

1 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

D’Anna 

Yellow  Warbler 

30 

4 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

Chestnut-s.  Warbler 

26F 

1 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 

D’Anna 

44 

27 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Watson,  Byron  (BOS) 

Magnolia  Warbler 

26F 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

44 

26F 

1 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 

D’Anna 

44 

26F 

2 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

D’Anna 

Cape  May  Warbler 

16F 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Yoerg,  Watson 

44 

25 

2 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Andrle  etal 

Bl.-thr.  Bl.  Warbler 

26F 

1 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 

D’Anna 

44 

29 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Stewart,  Pratt  (EABC) 

Yellow-r.  Warbler 

22 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Davis 

Bl.-thr.  Green  Warbler 

26F 

1 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

D’Anna 

Blackburian  Warbler 

16F 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Yoerg,  Watson 

44 

26 

2 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 

D’Anna 

Prairie  Warbler 

1 

1 

Andover  Twp. 

Brooks 

Bay-breasted  Warbler 

7F 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 
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Name  of  Bird 

Aug. 

Nu  mber 

Location 

Observer 

Bay-breasted  Warbler 

26 

r 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

D’Anna 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

20F 

i 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

D’Anna  etal 

Bl.-and-w.  Warbler 

26F 

i 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

D’Anna 

tt 

30 

i 

Tiff t  N.P. 

Watson 

La.  Waterthrush 

8 

2 

Allegany  S.P. 

Baird 

Wilson’s  Warbler 

18F 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

Canada  Warbler 

16F 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Yoerg,  Watson 

Orchard  Oriole 

16 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Watson,  Yoerg 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded . 259 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  .  4 

Total  for  year . 263 


Statisticians’  Note 


Retroactive  to  June  1,  1995,  verification  reports  will  no  longer  be  required  for 
sightings  of  Common  Raven  ( Corvus  corax)  in  Cattaraugus  and  Allegany  counties  only. 

Retroactive  to  June  1,  1995,  verification  reports  will  no  longer  be  required  for  sightings  of  Prairie  Warbler 
(Dendroica  discolor)  between  May  23  and  September  1  in  Allegany  County  only. 

Robert  F.  Andrle  and  Frances  M.  Rew 


^ 

Summary  of  Hotline  and  Dial-a-Bird  Activity  -  August  1995 


In  mid-August  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  Hotline  spread  the  word  of  a  reported  immature  Scissor- 
tailed  Flycatcher  in  Niagara-on-the-Lake,  Ontario.  Unfortunately,  there  were  no  additional  reports  received  by 
Dial-a-Bird  confirming  this  accidental  species. 

Shorebirds,  particularly  from  Rock  Point  Provincial  Park  in  Ontario,  were  reported  every  week  in  August. 
The  21  species  described  included  a  Hudsonian  Godwit  and  all  five  peep  sandpiper  species. 

Reports  of  Peregrine  Falcons,  two  adults  and  one  immature,  in  downtown  Buffalo  fueled  speculation  of 
possible  local  breeding.  The  falcons  were  sometimes  seen  near  the  observation  deck  at  the  top  of  Buffalo  City 
Hall,  and  other  times  were  flying  about  nearby  Niagara  Square,  and  roosting  on  the  surrounding  tall  buildings. 
Hopefully,  some  of  the  observers  will  provide  verification  reports  to  document  the  successful  re -introduction  and 
adaption  of  this  exciting  species  in  the  Niagara  Frontier  Region. 

Many  thanks  to  the  Dial-a-Bird  contributors,  who  make  the  weekly  preparation  of  the  announcements  an 
enjoyable  duty. 

David  F.  Suggs 


MEMBERSHIP  NEWS 


Welcome  these  New  Associate  Members: 

Jessica  Ancker 
290  Summit  Ave. 

Buffalo,  NY  14214 
Phone:  862-9518 
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Jan  O’Connell 
40  Rosedale  Blvd. 
Amherst,  NY  14226-3346 
Phone:  832-4806 

Jack  Skalicky 
261  Commonwealth  A ve. 
Buffalo,  NY  14216 
Phone:  877-7148 

Larry  Wilson 
5  South  River  Road 
P.O.  Box  277 
Houghton,  NY  14744 


BOS  MEETINGS 

Oct.  11:  Annual  Meeting  and  Election  of  Officers.  Michael  Davis  will  also  present  a  program  on  Cape  Cod 

and  Martha’s  Vineyard. 

Oct.  25:  Wildlife  Rehabilitator  Barbara  Olds  will  speak  on  wildlife  rehabilitation. 

Nov.  8:  Terry  Yonker  and  Lynne  Landon  will  give  a  presentation  on  Waterfowl  on  the  upper  Great  Lakes. 

Dec.  13:  Join  us  for  our  annual  Holiday  Celebration.  Bring  a  holiday  treat  and  your  favorite  birding  story  to 

share. 

If  you  would  like  to  present  a  program  or  have  a  suggestion  for  a  speaker  or  a  topic,  please  contact  Michael 
Davis  at  874-2721. 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  1 
through  June  15,  inclusive,  except  for  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December. 
Meetings  begin  at  7:30  p.m.  and  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020  Humbolt 
Parkway,  Buffalo,  New  York. 


FIELD  TRIPS 


Oct.  22:  Sunday.  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge.  This  may  include  a  side  trip  to  the  Batavia  Sewage 

ponds  if  we  can  get  permission  to  drive  in.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.,  at  Tanning  Bed,  0.1  mile  east  of 
Main  &  Transit.  Leader:  Mike  Morgante  (685-4975). 

Oct.  28:  Saturday  not  Sunday.  Lake  Ontario  plains  of  eastern  Niagara  and  Orleans  counties.  Meet  in 

Wright’s  Corners  (north  of  Lockport)  on  Route  78  at  the  Tops  Market  just  north  of  the  Route  104 
intersection.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  Leader:  Willie  D’Anna  (73 1-4348). 

Oct.  29:  Sunday.  Daylight  Saving  Time  ends.  Set  your  clocks  back  one  hour. 
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Nov.  19:  Sunday.  Niagara  River  joint  trip  with  Rochester  GOS  for  gulls  and  waterfowl.  Meet  at  9:30  a.m.  at 

Old  Fort  Niagara  in  the  parking  lot  just  outside  the  old  fort.  Leaders:  Bob  Spahn  of  GOS  and  Bob 
Brock  (876-5862). 

Dec.  3:  Sunday.  Buffalo  waterfront  and  Niagara  River.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  &  Busti.  Leader:  Dick 

Collins  (683-3699). 


Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Trip  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 

TVv'rTTTT 


For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a-Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings  call:  Dial-a-Bird  (716)  896-1271  and  follow  the  instructions. 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler 
Mr.  William  D’Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Drive  Extension,  Niagara  Falls,  NY  14304.  * 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer:  Michael  Hamilton,  172  Allen  Street,  Buffalo,  NY  14201. 

Back  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  @  $0.50  per  copy. 

Editor:  Charles  D.  Halvorsen,  212  Main  Street,  West  Seneca,  NY  14224. 

E-mail:  ChasHal@AOL.com 
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THE  MONTH:  September,  1995 

September  was  cool,  sunny  and  dry  as  the  warmest  summer  in  40  years,  with  the  third  highest  average 
temperature  on  record,  ended  on  a  pleasant  note.  The  first  significant  cold  front  of  the  fall  season  arrived  on 
September  7th  with  a  strong  high  pressure  system  from  Canada  bringing  unseasonably  cool  weather  for  the  next 
four  days;  the  first  frost  of  the  season  in  higher  elevations  south  of  Buffalo  was  reported  on  the  1 1th  when  the  low 
temperature  of  the  month,  40°  (F)  was  reported  at  Buffalo.  Although  a  series  of  moisture-bearing  iow  pressure 
systems  passed  through  the  region  in  September,  they  did  little  to  relieve  the  chronic  dryness  with  the  only 
significant  rainfall  at  Buffalo  on  the  20th  measunng  but  .42  inches!  On  September  22nd,  a  deep  high  pressure 
system  behind  a  cold  front  from  the  western  Great  Lakes  brought  sunny  warm  days  and  cool  evenings  until 
month’s  end.  The  average  temperature  for  the  period  was  60°(F),  1.9  degrees  below  normal;  total  precipitation 
measured  1.32  inches,  2.17  inches  below  normal;  59%  of  possible  sunshine  was  recorded  and  there  were  no 
noteworthy  weather  disturbances.  (Meteorological  data  as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport.) 

As  noted  in  these  pages  each  year  in  September,  with  the  advent  of  colder  weather,  the  raptorphiles  among 
us  make  their  annual  trek  to  Hawk  Cliff,  the  promontory  on  the  north  shore  of  Lake  Erie,  two  miles  east  of  Port 
Stanley  in  Elgin  County,  Ontario.  In  the  wake  on  the  cold  front  on  the  7th,  the  winds  shifted  to  the  northwest  and 
the  first  major  flight  of  Broad-winged  Hawks  and  other  raptors,  estimated  at  3,000  birds,  was  reported  on 
September  10th.  Following  overnight  showers  on  the  113th,  B.O.S.  members  Bill  Burch  and  Don  Roberson 
went  to  Port  Stanley  on  September  14th  where  they  tallied  1,305  hawks  and  vultures  before  the  flight  stopped  on 
the  following  day.  On  the  16th,  Frances  Rew  and  Audrey  Horbett  arrived  at  Hawk  Cliff  at  mid-day  in  time  to 
witness  the  passage  of  3,500  hawks  including  500  Broad-wings  and  Bald  Eagle.  On  the  following  day,  they 
tallied  4,800  raptors  including  3,500  Broad-wings,  two  Bald  Eagles  and  a  Merlin.  The  cold  front  on  September 
7th  also  gave  impetus  to  the  autumn  passage  of  passerine  migrants;  on  the  9th,  20  species  of  warblers  were  among 
the  many  migrating  birds  seen  by  Mike  Morgante  and  Bill  Watson  at  the  Tifft  Nature  Preserve  in  Buffalo.  On  the 
8th,  Peter  Yoerg  reported  15  species  of  warblers  during  a  banner  day  at  Rock  Point  Provincial  Park  in  the  Town 
of  Dunnville,  Ontario  which  included  a  flock  of  100  Sanderlings  and  five  Red  Knots  among  the  12  species  of 
shorebirds  seen. 

Once  again  this  September,  cold  fronts  passing  through  the  region  were  too  weak  to  precipitate  gale  force 
southwesterly  winds  which  local  bird  watchers  have  come  to  associate  with  the  appearance  of  unusual  pelagic 
species  as  Parasitic  Jaeger,  Sabine’s  Gull  and  Little  Gull  in  Lake  Erie  and  the  upper  Niagara  River.  However, 
there  were  several  records  of  very  early  occurrence  of  water  birds  including  Willie  D’Anna’s  sighting  of  a  Hock  of 
“black”scoters  in  Lake  Ontario  on  September  16th.  The  birds,  seen  from  the  fishing  dock  in  the  Village  of  Wilson 
in  Niagara  County  were  typically  scoters  but  too  distant  in  the  low  light  conditions  existing  at  the  time  of 
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observation  to  determine  characteristics  which  would  define  them  as  Surf  or  Black  Scoters;  In  any  case,  neither 
species  is  usually  seen  on  this  migration  route  until  October.  On  the  24th,  Bill  Watson  saw  a  white  phase  Snow 
Goose  in  a  Hock  of  “several  hundred”  Canda  Geese  at  Ring-neck  Marsh  in  the  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge 
in  Orleans  County. 

Among  other  records  of  interesst  was  Bill  Watson’s  record  count  of  1,046  Double-crested  Cormorants 
roosting  on  the  power  line  towers  in  the  Niagara  River  at  the  north  end  of  Buckhorn  Island  State  Park.  This  tally 
exceeds  the  previous  high  count  for  this  species  in  our  study  area  reached  in  August  at  this  location  by  41  birds 
(see  Prothonotary  vol.  61:9  pg.  99).  The  only  record  of  a  phalarope  received  by  the  compiler  during  the  autumn 
passage  to  date  was  that  of  a  Red-necked  Phalarope  seen  by  Gail  Seamans  at  the  Batavia  Sewage  Lagoons  on 
September  3rd.  “Dial-a-Bird”  tapes  also  indicate  a  report  of  a  Wilson’s  Phalarope  at  Rock  Point  Provincial  Park 
on  the  3rd.  Finally,  Elizabeth  Brooks  retrieved  a  Connecticut  Warbler  from  the  nets  at  her  banding  station  on  the 
Waterwells  Road  in  the  Town  of  Alfred  in  Allegany  County  on  September  13th.  It  is  the  second  consecutive  year 
that  this  rare  migrant  has  been  observed  in  our  study  area  in  September  and  the  fourth  for  the  autumn  migration  in 
the  last  nine  years. 


Joseph  Thill 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification 
according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (B.O.S.  1991)  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(0  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area. 


Name  of  Bird 

Sept. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Common  Loon 

16F 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Humann 

66 

23 

1 

Wilson  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Turisk 

D. -crest.  Cormorant 

2,26 

1046,896 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

66 

10 

363 

Buffalo 

Watson 

29 

265 

Beaver  Is.  S.P. 

Hess 

Great  Egret 

1 

1 

St.  Davids,  Ont. 

Yoerg 

66 

1,2 

4,8 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Cooper,  Watson 

66 

6-18 

2 

St.  Davids,  Ont. 

Bellerby 

66 

24 

2 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Davis,  Scalicky 

Bl.-cr.  Night-Heron 

9 

7 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson,  Morgan te 

Snow  Goose 

24F 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

Green- winged  Teal 

3 

2 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson,  Vallone(BOS) 

66 

3 

5 

Batavia  Sewage  Lag. 

Seamans 

Northern  Shoveler 

3,10,24 

18,30,75 

Batavia  Sewage  Lag. 

Seamans 

Greater  Scaup 

23  F 

1 

Wilson  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Turisk 

66 

24 

6 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Seamans 

Lesser  Scaup 

15F 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitznck 

66 

16 

4 

Wilson  Twp. 

D’Anna 

White- winged  Scoter 

9F 

5 

Wilson  Twp. 

D’Anna 

66 

24 

2 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Davis,  Seamans  et  al 

Black  or  Surf  Scoter 

16 

7 

Wilson  Twp. 

D’Anna 
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Name  of  Bird 

Hooded  Merganser 

Osprey 

Bald  Eagle 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

Merlin 

Amer.  Golden-Plover 

44 

44 

44 

Red  Knot 

44 

44 

White-r.  Sandpiper 

44 

44 

Baird’s  Sandpiper 
“ 

44 

Dunlin 

Stilt  Sandpiper 
Short-b.  Dowitcher 
Common  Snipe 
Red-necked  Phalarope 
Caspian  Tern 
Common  Tern 
Forster’s  Tern 
Common  Nighthawk 

44 

44 

Ruby-t.  Hummingbird 
Red-headed  Wdpkr. 
Yellow-b.  Sapsucker 

44 

44 

44 

Eastern  Wood-Pevvee 
Yellovv-b.  Flycatcher 
Least  Flycatcher 
Gr.  Cr.  Flycatcher 

44 

Eastern  Kingbird 
Common  Raven 

44 

44 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 
Brown  Creeper 
Carolina  Wren 


Sept. 

Number 

10 

2 

3 

1 

2 

1  imm. 

2,14 

lad,  1  imm. 

8 

1 

15 

1  imm. 

23 

2  imm. 

23 

2  adults 

25 

1  imm. 

24 

1 

8 

2 

23 

84 

23 

2 

27 

5 

3 

10 

8,15 

5  2 

10 

6 

10 

1 

15 

10-15 

23 

1 

3 

2 

3,8 

3,1 

8 

3 

23  F 

1 

23 

2 

23 

2 

23 

3 

1 

15L 

1 

16 

180 

16 

2 

3,5 

16,50 

4,6 

120,65 

30 

4 

24L 

1 

0 

3 

23F 

1 

24 

1 

24 

3 

24 

1 

24 

1  fledgling 

9F 

1 

9L 

1 

9L 

1 

9L 

1 

9L 

1 

1 

1 

5-25 

1 

24 

2 

2-30 

9 

9F 

2 

8 

2 

17-29 

1 

Location 

Jaeger  Rock,  Ont. 
Queenston  Reservoir 
Tonawanda  W.M.A. 
Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 
Iroquois  N.W.R. 
Salamanca 
Salamanca 
Rock  Point  P.P. 

Rock  Point  P.P. 
OakfieldTvvp. 

Wilson  Twp. 

Allegheny  Reservoir 
Rock  Point  P.P. 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Jaeger  Rocks,  Ont. 
Batavia  Sewage  Lag. 
Rock  Point  P.P. 
Tonawanda  W.M.A. 
Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 
Rock  Point  P.P. 
Morgan’s  Point,  Ont. 
Tonawanda  W.M.A. 
Tonawanda  W.M.A. 
Tonawanda  W.M.A. 
Tonawanda  W.M.A. 
Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 
Rock  Point  P.P. 

Niagara  Falls 
Niagara  Falls 
Tonawanda 
Tonawanda  Twp. 

Buffalo 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

Wilson  Twp. 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 
Buffalo 

Tonawanda  Twp. 
Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Tifft  N.P. 

Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

Tifft  N.P. 

Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

Tifft  N.P. 

Alfred  Twp. 

Amity  Lake 
Allegany  S.P. 

Reports  throughout  WNY 
Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

Rock  Point  P.P. 
Niag.-on-the-Lake 


Observer 

Watson 

D’Annaetal 

Watson 

Watson 

Yoerg 

Watson 

Seamans 

Baird 

Baird 

Henderson,  Yoerg 

Yoerg 

Seamans 

D’Anna 

Schweigert 

D’Annaetal 

Yoerg 

Watson 

Seamans 

Yoerg 

D’Anna,  Turisk 
Seamans 
D’Anna,  Yoerg 
Yoerg 

D’Anna,  Tunsk 

D’Anna,  Turisk 

D’Anna,  Turisk 

D’Anna,  T urisk 

Seamans 

Yoerg 

Humann 

Humann 

Watson,  Hess 

Benham 

Davis 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

D’Anna,  Potter 

D’Anna,  Turisk 

Watson 

Humann 

Hess 

Watson 

Morgante 

D’Anna 

Watson,  Morgante  et  al 

D’Anna 

Morgante 

Brooks 

Pitzrick 

Baird 

D’Anna 

Yoerg 

Bellerbv 
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Name  of  Bird 

Sept. 

Number 

Winter  Wren 

15F 

1 

66 

16 

1 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

23F 

2 

66 

28 

7 

66 

28 

2 

Rubv-cr.  Kinglet 

9F 

1 

66 

9F 

1 

66 

15 

2 

Bl.-gr.  Gnatcatcher 

17L 

2 

Veery 

15L 

4 

Grav-cheeked  Thrush 

8F 

1 

66 

23 

1 

Swainson’s  Thrush 

2F 

2 

66 

2F 

1 

66 

3 

1 

Hermit  Thrush 

28F 

2 

66 

30 

1 

American  Pipit 

28F 

1 

Solitary  Vi reo 

15F 

2 

66 

15F 

1 

Warbling  Vireo 

24L 

1 

Blue-winged  Warbler 

8L 

1 

Tennessee  Warbler 

2 

1 

Orange-cr.  Warbler 

2 

1 

66 

30 

1 

Northern  Parula 

8F,  15 

1,3 

6% 

9 

1 

66 

16 

3 

Yellow  Warbler 

9L 

1 

Magnolia  Warbler 

9 

25 

Bl.-thr.  Bl.  Warbler 

9 

10 

Bl.-thr.  Green  Warbler 

2 

4 

Pine  Warbler 

2F 

1 

66 

2F 

1 

66 

9 

1 

66 

9,16 

5,1 

66 

29 

1 

Palm  Warbler 

3F 

1 

66 

15 

3 

66 

15 

5 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

2 

6 

American  Redstart 

9 

20 

Northern  Waterthrush 

2F 

1 

66 

3 

1 

Connecticut  Warbler 

13 

1 

Mourning  Warbler 

30L 

1 

Hooded  Warbler 

30L 

1 

Wilson’s  Warbler 

2 

4 

Canada  Warbler 

2 

3 

Lincoln’s  Sparrow 

9F 

1 

66 

15 

1 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

9F 

2 

66 

9F 

1 

Location 

Observer 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Yoerg 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Wilson  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Turisk 

Tifft  N.P. 

Humann 

Buffalo 

Yoerg 

Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

D’Anna 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

D’Anna 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Yoerg 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

Tifft  N.P. 

Humann 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Yoerg 

Salamanca 

Baird 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

Tifft  N.P. 

Humann 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

D’Anna 

Lancaster  T  wp. 

Morgan  te 

Tifft  N.P. 

Humann 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

Potter,  Broderick  (BOS) 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Tifft  N.P. 

Benham 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 

D’Anna 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Yoerg 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson,  Morgan  te  et  al 

Goat  Island 

Humann 

Tifft  N.P. 

Morgan  te 

Tifft  N.P. 

Morgante 

Tifft  N.P. 

Morgante 

WilliamsvilleGlen 

Yoerg 

Tifft  N.P. 

Benham 

Wilson  Twp. 

Potter,  D’Anna 

Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

D’Anna 

Tifft  N.P. 

Morgante 

Buffalo 

Humann 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson,  Vallone  (BOS) 

Tifft  N.P. 

Humann 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Yoerg 

Porter  &  Wilson 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Tifft  N.P. 

Morgante 

WilliamsvilleGlen 

Yoerg 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

D’Anna 

Porter  &  Wilson  Twps. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Porter  &  Wilson  Twps. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

D’Anna 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

D’Anna 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

D’Anna 
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Name  of  Bird 

Sept. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

15 

2 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Yoerg 

44 

15 

o 

Wales  Twp. 

O.  Rosche 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

24F 

1 

Allegany  S.P. 

Baird 

44 

24F 

2 

Four  Mile  Creek  S.P. 

Potter,  Broderick  (BOS) 

Dark-eved  Junco 

16F 

2 

Wilson  Twp. 

Potter 

44 

24 

2 

Tillman  WMA 

Morgante 

44 

28 

67 

Buffalo 

Humann 

Rustv  Blackbird 

J 

16F 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Morgante 

44 

24 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

44 

24 

1 

Wilson-Tusc.  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Broderick  (BOS) 

Northern  Oriole 

3L 

1 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson 

Purple  Finch 

1  IF 

1 

Williamsville 

Yoerg 

44 

15,18 

1,3 

Tifft  N.P. 

Humann 

44 

28 

2 

Buffalo 

Humann 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded . 263 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  .  0 

Total  for  year . 263 


Summary  of  Hotline  and  Dial-a-Bird  Activity 

September  1995 

The  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  Hotline  is  not  just  for  the  Niagara  Frontier  Region,  sometimes  a  rare 
bird  of  great  interest  is  discovered  outside  our  study  area.  This  was  the  case  September  10th,  when  a  reported 
Black-tailed  Godwit  was  found  in  Port  Perry,  Ontario,  to  the  northeast  of  Toronto.  Some  members  of  the  Society 
took  the  long  drive  on  the  1 1th,  but  this  rare  Eurasian  accidental  was  not  found  again.  When  calls  go  out  on  the 
Hotline,  be  certain  to  check  for  Dial-a-Bird  updates.  Anyone  with  pertinent  information  on  a  Hotline  sighting, 
positive  or  negative,  can  keep  birders  up  to  date  by  leaving  a  message.  In  addition  to  the  transcnpts  of  the  weekly 
Dial-a-Bird  announcements,  promising  Hotline  and  follow-up  reports  are  posted  to  the  Internet  on  the  lists 
Birdeast  an  NY SBirds-1.  If  you  have  access  to  electronic  mail  on  a  computer  and  would  like  information  regarding 
on-line  bird  reports,  please  contact  me  for  help. 

Locally,  September  was  a  month  highlighted  by  reports  of  shorebird  and  warbler  migration.  During  the 
first  three  weeks  of  the  month.  Rock  Point  Provincial  Park  provided  accounts  of  up  to  12  shorebird  species  in  a 
day,  including  a  Wilson's  Phalarope  and  10  to  15  White-r.  Sandpipers.  From  the  southern  tier,  an  American 
Golden-plover  was  seen  several  days  early  in  the  month  at  the  Countryside  Sand  and  Gravel  pits  along  Route  62, 
south  of  the  village  of  Dayton  in  Cattaraugus  County.  At  mid-month,  75  golden-plovers  were  reported  on  the 
Niagara  Peninsula  at  St.  Davids,  Ontario. 

Reports  of  daily  counts  of  17  to  20  warblers  species  came  from  Tifft  Nature  Preserve,  Rock  Point 
Provincial  Park  and  the  Lake  Ontario  plains.  The  warblers  tapered  off  later  in  the  month,  offset  by  first  reports  of 
fall  migrants  Yellow-b.  Sapsucker,  Golden-cr.  and  Ruby-cr.  Kinglet,  American  Pipit,  White-thr.  and  White-cr. 
Sparrow  and  Rusty  Blackbird. 

David  F.  Suggs 
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Early  Fledgling  Common  Terns  -  A  "New"  State  Record 

On  both  June  30  and  July  2,  1995  four  fledgling  Common  Terns  were  observed  at  Jaeger  Rocks  in  Fort 
Erie,  Ontario.  Although  these  fledglings  were  observed  in  Canada,  one  can  be  reasonable  certain  that  these  are 
New  York  birds.  There  are  two  Common  Tern  colonies  in  New  York  State  (Donnelley's  Breakwater  colony 
and  Short  Breakwater  colony)  only  one  and  a  half  miles  or  less  from  the  observation  site,  while  the  nearest 
colony  in  Canada  is  18  miles  to  the  west  on  the  Port  Colborne  Breakwater. 

Since  The  Atlas  of  Breeding  Birds  in  New  York  State  gives  dates  for  Common  Tern  fledglings  between 
July  10  and  September  9,  June  30  represents  a  new  early  record  for  New  Y ork  State. 

The  four  juveniles  were  about  an  inch  shorter  than  the  adults  that  attended  them,  but  other  than  the  length 
the  juvenile  Common  Terns  had  the  same  shape  as  the  adult  Common  Terns.  The  plumage  and  field  marks  were 
the  same  as  the  adults  with  the  following  exceptions: 

1.  The  base  of  the  bill  was  light  orangish  yellow  in  contrast  to  the  adult's  bill  which  was  deep  orange. 

2.  The  feet  and  legs  were  orange-yellow  in  contrast  to  the  adult's  that  were  orange. 

These  differences  were  not  subtle. 

3.  The  forehead  and  top  of  the  crown  were  white.  Behind  the  crown  and  eye,  the  hind  cap  and  nape 
were  black.  The  hind  neck  was  also  black,  and  this  black  hind  neck  was  nearly  separated  from  the 
cap  in  some  of  the  juveniles.  In  contrast  to  the  adult's  cap  was  complete. 

4.  The  folded  wing  showed  a  dark  gray  shoulder  bar. 

5.  Unlike  the  adults,  the  gray  feathers  of  the  young  were  edged  in  white  on  the  back,  upper 

wing  coverts,  scapulars,  primaries,  and  secondaries.  The  primaries  caused  four  white  lines  to 

be  seen  on  the  wing  when  the  bird  was  resting. 

6.  In  good  light  the  backs  of  the  fledglings  were  brownish  gray,  in  contrast  to  the  adult's  backs 
that  were  pure  gray. 

On  both  days  the  fledglings  were  observed  begging  for  food,  but  no  food  was  given  to  them  by  the 
adults.  The  fledglings  were  also  observed  Hying  in  to  this  evening  roosting  location.  These  observations  were 
made  with  a  50x  eight  inch  Celestron  telescope  at  a  distances  of  50-80  yards. 

On  June  6,  1993,  New  York  State  Department  of  Environmental  Conservation  Common  Tern 
researchers  observed  eight  Common  Tern  that  were  21  days  old  or  older,  based  on  their  feather  development  at 
the  Short  Breakwater  colony.  Since  these  observations  are  not  uncommon  and  Common  Terns  Hy  at  four 
weeks,  early  to  mid  June  Hedglings  should  not  be  unusual. 

(Note:  These  eight  Common  Terns  were  considered  Hedglings  based  purely  on  their  feather  development 
by  the  New  York  State  Department  of  Environmental  Conservation.  The  feather  development  was  studied  by 
studying  the  feathers  when  the  bird  was  held  in  the  hand.  This  method  was  developed  using  birds  of  known 
age  by  Connie  Adams.  ) 

Twenty-one  day  old  Hedglings  on  June  6  (assuming  at  least  the  minimum  incubation  of  20  days) 
suggests  the  eggs  were  laid  April  26  or  earlier.  However,  the  Atlas  of  Breeding  Birds  in  New  York  State 
records  May  12  as  the  earliest  egg  date. 

Could  Common  Terns  be  laying  eggs  in  Buffalo  Harbor  two  or  even  three  weeks  before  the  earliest  New 
York  State  record?  According  to  New  York  State  Department  of  Environmental  Conservation  Senior  Wildlife 
Biologist  Mark  Kandel  (who  records  the  date  of  the  first  Common  Tern  egg  each  year)  the  answer  is  yes!  Mark 
Kandel  finds  eggs  in  late  April.  Both  he  and  Arthur  Clark  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  have 
independently  stated  that  the  laying  of  the  first  Common  Tern  egg  of  the  year  is  largely  temperature  dependent. 
Arthur  Schaffner  recollects  Common  Tern  eggs  as  early  as  the  third  week  in  April. 

Counts  on  the  North  Breakwater  (Donnelley's  Pier)  of  332  Common  Tern  nests  containing  a  total  of  666 
eggs  on  May  8,  1993,  and  counts  on  the  Short  Breakwater  of  106  nest  containing  a  total  of  230  eggs  on  the 
same  date  indicate  that  Common  Terns  laying  eggs  before  the  New  York  State  record  date  of  May  12  is  common 
occurrence  (McBrayer  et.  al.  1995). ,  Allowing  20  days  for  incubation  and  the  full  28  day  nestling  period,  the 
896  eggs  represent  a  potential  896  Common  Tern  Hedglings  before  June  25! 
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Clearly,  to  say  that  Common  Tern  egg  dates,  nestling  dates,  and  fledgling  dates  should  be  extended  is  an 
understatement.  The  breeding  dates  of  Common  Terns  and  other  species  of  birds  on  the  Niagara  Frontier  in 
greatly  in  need  of  observation,  research,  and  most  important  of  all  documentation. 

Unfortunately  ,  this  area  of  research  in  ornithology  by  our  society  has  been  sadly  neglected  by  the 
members  over  the  last  two  decades. 

Breeding  dates  are  an  area  of  research  where  amateurs  in  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  can  make  a 
very  valuable  contribution  to  the  science  of  ornithology.  To  often  important  observations  go  unnoticed, 
unrecorded,  undocumented  and  forgotten.  The  study  of  breeding  bird  dates  is  one  of  ornithology's  fertile  fields 
waiting  to  be  plowed. 
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1994  and  1995  F&WS  Breeding  Bird  Surveys 
for  Western  New  York 

Reports  for  18  Breeding  Bird  Surveys  taken  in  Western  New  York  follow,  together  with  a  compilation  of 
reports  for  the  years  during  which  the  counts  have  been  mounted:  1967  to  1995.  I  apologize  to  BOS  members  for 
the  long  delay  in  providing  these  reports;  having  prepared  them  for  several  years,  however,  I  can  now  fully 
appreciate  the  difficulties  experienced  earlier  by  Walter  Klabunde. 

One  comment  about  these  BBSs  and  the  other  censuses  sponsored  by  this  society.  I  found  them  especially 
valuable  in  preparing  species  accounts  for  the  new  state  bird  book  as  they  are  unique  (aside  from  the  more 
widespread  Christmas  Censuses  in  which  we  also  have  participated  since  1927)  in  their  regional  coverage  over  a 
long  period  of  years.  With  all  their  faults  of  uneven  coverage,  varying  weather  from  year  to  year,  and  compilation 
errors,  these  long  term  counts  provide  much  useful  and  important  data. 

Gerry  Rising 
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38 

33 

23 

3 

11 

16 

— 81 

15 

29 

19 

37 

10 

5 

12 

5 

7 

271 

16 

38 

16 

Hooded  Warbler 

1 

1 

7 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

19 

1 

7 

10 

Canada  Warbler 

3 

2 

1 

6 

“01 

31 

3 

TANAGERS-FINCHES 

. 

Scarlet  Tanager 

4 

1 

4 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

2 

1 

l 

5 

26l 

“d 

51 

12 

Northern  Cardinal 

8 

5 

19 

21 

14 

9 

3 

~ 4! 

5 

11 

4 

10 

4 

34 

26 

7 

13 

197 

12 

34 

17 

Rose -breasted  Grosbeak 

4 

2 

4 

2 

2 

4 

2 

4l 

2 

3 

2 

1 

3 

3 

38^ 

2 

4 

14 

Indigo  Bunting 

25 

21 

30 

3 

3 

9 

14 

4 

5 

12 

7 

8 

—3I 

5 

2 

12 

~T63l 

10 

30 

16 

Rufous-sided  Towhee 

11 

11 

10 

1 

4 

1 

1 

3 

2 

44 

3 

11 

9 

Chipping  Sparrow 

24 

26 

38 

15 

29 

51 

33 

27 

47 

23 

_ 

12 

14 

15 

11 

19 

11 

15 

410 

24 

51 

17 

Field  Sparrow 

14 

9 

18 

1 

2 

4 

5 

2 

3 

1 

5 

6 

— 21 

1 

1 

3 

77 

5 

18 

16 

Vesper  Sparrow 

1 

~V 

T| 

4 

0 

2 

3 

Savannah  Sparrow 

17 

4 

20 

1 

51 

9 

6 

46 

21 

10 

22 

5 

4 

12 

3 

2 

233 

14 

51 

16 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 

2 

1 

2 

5 

0 

2 

3 

Song  Sparrow 

53 

53 

37 

23 

4 

59 

31 

33 

55 

36 

63 

58 

24 

36 

55 

31 

55 

706 

42 

631 

17 

Swamp  Sparrow 

3 

1 

3 

1 

4 

3 

1 

2 

_ 

18 

1 

4 

8 

White-throated  Sparrow 

6 

5 

1 

“121 

1 

6 

3 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

6 

9 

3 

91 

2 

5 

34l 

2 

— 91 

6 

Bobolink 

68 

22 

64 

16 

~6 

14 

1 

31 

26 

20 

_ 

18 

33 

15 

11 

4 

2 

17 

368 

68 

17 

Red-winged  Biacicbird 

57 

78 

134 

30 

192 

189 

26 

96 

73 

78 

N 

159 

119 

61 

7! 

73 

115 

92: 

1643 

~ 9T 

1921 

17 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

13 

8 

7 

1 

3 

14 

~5 

14 

3 

7 

O 

14 

21 

16 

9 

7 

2l 

2 

146 

9 

21 

17 

Common  Grackle 

2 

3 

115 

33 

124 

97 

31 

43 

67 

45 

14 

23 

22 

62 

70 

19 

145 

915 

541 

1451 

17 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

11 

3 

18 

33 

2 

5 

4 

18 

8 

R 

7 

5 

2 

14 

13 

9 

7 

159 

9 

33 

16 

Northern  Oriole 

2 

5 

13 

7 

3 

15 

13 

8 

13 

12 

E 

6 

5 

5 

5 

12 

3 

6 

133 

8 

15 

17 

Purple  Finch 

i 

2 

5 

2 

2 

P 

2 

14 

1 

~5 

6 

House  Finch 

3 

2 

31 

8 

6 

8 

6 

3 

5 

O 

18 

14 

6 

27 

21 

14 

4 

176 

10 

31 

16 

American  Goldfinch 

15 

13 

59 

30 

43 

62 

21 

11 

49 

24 

R 

17 

18 

32 

12 

18 

27 

14 

465 

27 

62 

17 

House  Sparrow 

8 

16 

23 

19 

66 

127 

3 

42 

64 

39 

T 

12 

31 

11 

71 

48 

46 

22 

648 

38 

127 

17 

Total  Species 

76 

76 

71 

46 

50 

61 

66 

57 

66 

74 

59 

68 

54 

51 

60 

48 

» 

116 

61 

76 

Rtes 

Total  Individuals 

838 

757 

1243 

592 

1030 

1321 

788 

713 

— 

1545 

898 

831 

1086 

641 

983 

1464 

670 

804 

16204 

953 

1545 

17 

DATE 

15 

21 

20 

15 

10 

24 

11 

18 

19 

10 

23 

18 

11 

4 

10 

18 

15 

Route  45  Phillip's  Creek 

Elizabeth  B 

rooks,  Doris 

Burton 

Route  59  Randolp 

h 

Timothy  Baird,  Stephen  Eaton 

Route  46  Swain 

Elizabeth  Brooks,  Clarence  Clingensmith 

Route  60  Centerville 

Kenneth  Cohen 

Route  52  Mount  Morris 

Douglas  Bassett 

1 

Route  61  Sheridan 

Fran  Rew 

_ 

Route  53  Hamburg 

William  Bogacki,  Ed  Ratajcza 

t 

_ 

Route  62  Cherry  Hill 

Robert  Sundell 

Route  54  West  Seneca 

Joseph  DiDomenico,  Diane  Dt 

Domenico 

Route  63  Nashville 

Michael  Davis  Jr.,  Michael  Davis  Sr. 

Route  55  Gainesville 

John  Mitton 

Route  64  St.  Johnsbury 

Donald  Roberson,  David  Cooper 

Route  56  Cattaraugus  Timothy  Baird,  Stephen  Eaton 

Route  65  East  Y oungstown 

William  D'Anna  Betsy  Potter 

Route  57  East  Java  David  Junkin 

_ 

Route  66  Byron 

Gail  Seamans 

Route  58  Castile  Douglas  Bassett 

Route  1 1 1  South  V  andalia 

Regina  VanScoy,  James  VanScov 

113 
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Section:  45  46  52  53 

54  55 

56  57 

58  59  60 

61  62  63  64  65  66  111  Total  Mean  Hugh  Rtes 

LOONS  -  RAILS 

Common  Loon 

N 

N 

i 

1 

0 

1  1 

Great  Blue  Heron 

2 

5 

1 

O 

5 

1 

2 

O 

2 

2 

2 

i 

23 

1 

5 

10 

Green  Heron 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

— 

4 

A 

13 

1 

4 

10 

Canada  Goose  36 

19 

R 

44 

1 

1 

R 

2 

2 

37 

j 

142 

9 

44 

8 

Wood  Duck 

1 

2 

1 

E 

5 

3 

E 

12 

1 

5 

5 

American  Black  Duck 

— 

P 

1 

P 

— 

Ji 

0 

1 

1 

Mallard 

2 

1 

1 

0 

1 

4 

O 

4 

i 

11 

25 

2 

11 

8 

Blue-winged  Teal 

A 

— 

R 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

Turkey  Vulture 

— 

— 

A 

_ 

T 

2 

i 

1 

U  4, 

0 

2 

3 

Northern  Hamer 

2 

2 

1 

1 

6 

0 

2 

4 

Cooper's  Hawk 

1 

— 

• 

Tl 

0 

~V 

1 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

i 

1 

_ 

1 

i 

~4l 

0 

1 

4 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

i 

1 

1 

1 

2 

i 

— 

6 

13 

~T 

6 

7 

American  Kestrel 

2 

8 

1 

Lh 

2 

_ _ _ 

3, 

i 

3 

J 4 

2 

L 

f  26, 

1 

8 

10 

Ring-necked  Pheasant 

1 

3 

8 

2 

3 

_ 

5 

13 

28 

3 

66 

9 

Ruffed  Grouse 

— i— — 1 

1 

_ 

l 

1 

~ 0" 

i 

1 

Wild  Turkey 

1 

2 

i 

1 

_ 

1 

1 

L 

6|  0 

2 

5 

PLOVERS  -  S\ 

V  A 

L  L  C 

)  W  S 

Killdeer 

1 

2 

2 

8 

2 

1^ 

14 

13  |  2 

3 

9 

JA 

9 

19 

6 

3  T 

1071 

r 

191 

16 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Upland  Sandpiper 

1 

1 

0 

~n 

1 

American  Woodcock 

— 

i 

1 

0 

~T 

1 

Ring-billed  Gull 

40 

3 

32 

22 

453 

550 

341 

453 

5 

Rock  Dove 

3 

9 

54 

2 

1 

10 

8 

14 

24 

9 

41 

37 

2 

1 

10 

225 

14 

54 

15 

Mourning  Dove 

18 

8 

28 

8  |  23 

16 

12 

19 

7 

14 

19 

22 

22 

60 

21 

20 

317 

20 

60| 

16 

Black-billed  Cuckoo 

6 

2 

1 

9 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

26i 

2 

9 

10 

Yellow-billed  Cuckoo 

2 

1 

2 

1 

6 

0 

2 

4 

Eastern  Screech  Owl 

1 

i 

0 

1 

1 

Great  Horned  Owl 

2 

! 

2 

"A 

2 

1 

Barred  Owl 

1 

i 

2 

0 

1 

2 

Chimney  Swift 

12 

1 

12 

4 

5 

4 

1 

3 

2 

2 

i 

~471 

3 

—\v 

11 

Ruby-thr.  Hummingbird 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

i  I 

8 

“Tl 

3 

6 

Belted  Kingfisher 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

i 

10 

l 

2 

7 

Red- headed  Woodpecker 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

61 

0 

~T 

5 

Yellow-bell.  Sapsucker 

2 

4 

1 

1 

1 

9 

1 

4 

5 

Downy  Woodpecker 

« 

i 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

9 

1 

1 

9 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

3 

3 

0 

3 

l 

Northern  Flicker 

1 

3 

1 

2 

2 

3 

4 

7 

1 

1 

1 

1 

27 

2 

71 

12 

Pileated  Woodpecker 

1 

1 

A 

— CP 

2 

Eastern  Wood  Pewee 

3 

3 

4 

2 

1 

1 

3 

4 

3 

2 

1 

4 

31 

2 

4 

12 

Alder  Flycatcher 

11 

1 

3 

1 

2 

1 

2 

3 

1 

25 

2 

11 

9 

Willow  Flycatcher 

2 

5 

3 

2 

4 

5 

4 

9 

8 

7 

5 

541 

3 

9 

11 

Least  Flycatcher 

2 

2 

4 

1 

2 

4 

7 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

6 

36 

2 

7 

14 

Eastern  Phoebe 

4 

3 

3 

2 

6 

3 

3 

2 

7 

5 

2 

5 

45 

3 

7 

12 

Great  Crested  Flycatcher 

4 

3 

1 

1 

2 

3 

5 

3 

3 

2 

5 

32 

5 

11 

Eastern  Kingbird 

3 

1 

12 

4 

4 

7 

1 

8 

1 

3 

4 

8 

1 

8 

1 

1 

67 

4 

12 

16 

Horned  Lark 

1 

17 

1 

19 

l 

17 

3 

Purple  Martin 

1 

3 

9 

13 

~n 

9 

3 

Tree  Swallow 

2 

9 

8 

1 

2 

2 

11 

14 

4 

4 

2 

6 

2 

67 

4 

14 

13 

N.Rgh. -winged  Swallow 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

71 

0 

3 

5 

Bank  Swallow 

3 

7 

5 

15 

A 

7 

3 

Cliff  Swallow 

1 

1 

5 

6 

13 

i 

6 

4 

Barn  Swallow 

4 

11 

17 

15 

9 

27 

23 

23 

9 

7 

47 

14 

4 

30 

8 

30 

278 

17 

47 

16 

JAYS  -  S  T  ^ 

i  R  L  I  N 

G  S 

Blue  Jay 

18 

7 

9 

7 

1 

9 

3 

7 

2 

10 

6 

9 

8 

5 

3 

8 

112 

7|  18 

16 

American  Crow 

46 

35 

37 

23 

44 

54 

40 

40 

43 

52 

65 

63 

29 

38 

19 

51 

679 

42 

65 

16 

Common  Raven 

4 

i 

4 

0  4 

1 

Black-capped  Chickadee 

17 

15 

16 

11 

12 

H 

13 

6 

5 

9 

3 

14 

1 

3 

12 

148 

9 

17 

15 

T ufted  Titmouse 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

2 

10 

1 

4 

6 

Red- breasted  Nuthatch 

1 

2 

3 

o 

2 

2 

White-breasted  Nuthatch 

1 

1 

3 

5 

o 

3 

3 

Brown  Creeper 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

Carolina  Wren 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

House  Wren 

12 

14 

5 

8 

16 

18 

15 

18 

21 

5 

6 

2 

7 

5 

163 

10 

21 

16 

Winter  Wren 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

Marsh  Wren 

6 

6 

0 

6 

1 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

1 

! 

1 

0 

1 

r  1 

Blue- gray  Gnatcatcher 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

Eastern  Bluebird 

2 

5 

3 

5 

2 

1 

19 

1 

5 

7 

Veery 

3 

10 

3 

2 

1 

3 

3 

: 

2  2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

5 

39 

2 

10 

14 

Hermit  Thrush 

1 

1 

| - 

— 2 

— 

4 

0 

2 

3 

Wood  Thrush 

10 

23 

8 

2 

5 

1 

8 

1 

4 

1 

7  I  5 

11 

3 

3 

10 

106 

7 

23 

16 

American  Robin 

70 

46 

55 

L22_ 

85 

61 

58 

78 

55 

120  1  75 

71 

nsr 

91 

A±_ 

75 

1136 

71 

120 

16 

114 
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Section: 

45 

46 

52 

53 

54 

55 

56 

57 

58 

59 

60 

61 

"~62~ 

63 

64 

65 

66 

HI 

Total 

Mean 

High 

Rtes 

Gray  Catbird 

7 

10 

19 

6 

7 

N 

10 

6 

4 

4 

N 

15 

20 

12 

9 

9 

16 

9 

163 

10 

20 

16 

Northern  Mockingbird 

O 

O 

2 

3 

5 

0 

3 

2 

Brown  Thrasher 

1 

2 

1 

_ 

5 

o1 

- Tt 

4 

Cedar  Waxwing 

22 

18 

25 

21 

LLj 

R 

44 

14 

19 

R 

7 

2 

15 

5 

1 

2 

i  227 

14 

44 

15 

European  Starling 

14 

50 

169 

33 

143 

E 

61 

82 

158 

55 

E 

57 

99 

62 

88 

83 

80 

37 

1271 

79 

169 

16 

V  I  R  E  O  S  - 

W  A 

R  B 

L  E 

R  S 

P 

" 

Solitary  Vireo 

6 

8 

P 

O 

nr 

1 

2 

Warbling  Vireo 

1 

- 

6 

O 

2 

1 

7 

1 

R 

5 

8 

9 

2 

4 

5 

3 

54 1 

3 

91 

13 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

21 

19 

9 

2 

R 

6 

2 

3 

5 

T 

3 

9 

15 

i n 

6 

23 

124 

8 

14 

Blue- winged  Warbler 

13 

2 

8 

1 

T 

8 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

38 

2 

13 

11 

Golden-winged  W'arbler  : 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

Nashville  Warbler 

2 

1 

3 

~ ()1 

21 

2 

Yellow  Warbler 

15 

12 

32 

8 

35 

27 

11 

30 

11 

19 

22 

24 

7 

27 

7 

11 

298 

~J9 

35 

16 

Chestnut- sided  Warbler 

14 

8 

10 

5 

10 

2 

5 

5 

2 

4 

1 

66 

~T 

14 

11 

Magnolia  Warbler 

7 

6 

1 

2 

2 

1 

25 

2 

7 

7 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

5 

3 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

9 

“ll 

3 

Blk.-thr.  Green  Warbler 

3 

10 

1 

4 

T8l 

~T 

fol 

4 

Blackburnian  Warbler 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

8 

l 

2 

5 

Prairie  Warbler 

3 

2 

5 

0 

3 

2 

American  Redstart 

4 

7 

1 

3 

Li 

5 

1 

3 

1 

4 

6 

361 

2 

7 

11 

Ovenbird 

18 

17 

5 

4 

2 

4 

3 

5 

4 

2 

8 

72 

5 

18 

11 

Louisiana  Waterthrush 

1 

_ 

1 

0 

— n 

1 

Mourning  Warbler 

2 

1 

5 

3 

1 

1 

1 

14 

5 

7 

Common  Y ellowthroat 

32 

35 

24 

2 

24 

7 

18 

7 

25 

20 

15 

5 

11 

4 

16 

245 

15 

35| 

15 

Hooded  Warbler 

4 

4 

2 

1 

2 

13 

1 

4 

5 

TANAGERS 

-  F 

I  N  ( 

:  H  E  s 

Scarlet  Tanager 

1 

4 

2 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

20 

1 

4 

11 

Northern  Cardinal 

6 

7 

22 

15 

16 

7 

5 

4 

6 

5 

4 

6 

17 

16 

16 

15 

167 

10 

22 

16 

Rose- breasted  Grosbeak 

6 

6 

3 

2 

2 

5 

4 

3 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

41 

3 

6 

14 

Indigo  Bunting 

27 

16 

17 

11 

2 

8 

4 

8 

5 

1 

1 

1 

13 

114 

“ 7| 

27 

13 

Rufous-sided  Towhee 

9 

2 

4 

l 

9 

2 

i 

3 

i 

32 

7 

9 

' 91 

Chipping  Sparrow 

36 

17 

13 

19 

11 

19 

19 

23 

16 

13 

15 

8 

4 

9 

21 

243 

15 

36 

15 

Field  Sparrow 

20 

9 

13 

1 

4 

8 

3 

6 

2 

5 

2 

2 

1 

3 

5 

84 

5 

20 

15 

Vesper  Sparrow 

1 

2 

4 

1 

8 

fl 

4 

4 

Savannah  Sparrow 

20 

6 

19 

2 

5 

13 

35 

16 

23 

6 

6 

5 

15 

5 

8 

184 

12 

35 

15 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 

1 

1 

1 

1 

41 

0 

1 

4 

Song  Sparrow 

58 

38 

29 

18 

4 

37 

24 

43 

23 

68 

62 

35 

50 

30 

64 

619 

39 

68 

16 

Swamp  Sparrow 

7 

4 

4 

2 

3 

1 

1 

22 

~T 

7 

7 

White-throated  Sparrow 

8 

3 

11 

1 

8 

2 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

7 

12 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

2 

28 

21 

12 

8 

Bobolink 

58 

18 

39 

8 

5 

17 

43 

19 

19 

40 

15 

2 

5 

3 

7 

298 

19 

_ 

15 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

84 

69 

66 

47 

77 

76 

76 

127 

54 

229 

101 

57 

52 

86 

41 

90 

1332 

83 

— 

229 

16 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

12 

4 

11 

4 

l 

N 

3 

11 

6 

N 

16 

18 

11 

5 

8 

2 

3 

115 

7 

18 

15 

Common  Grackle 

12 

26 

40 

20 

74 

O 

36 

68 

48 

24 

O 

36 

43 

24 

41 

66 

9 

139  ' 

706 

44 

139 

16 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

23 

2 

8 

10 

2 

18 

13 

5 

2 

1 

7 

6 

108 

7 

23 

14 

Northern  Oriole 

1 

2 

7 

3 

5 

R 

6 

7 

10 

1 

R 

6 

8 

5 

8 

2 

l 

72 

5 

10 

13 

Purple  Finch 

4 

6 

1 

l 

E 

2 

1 

E 

2 

1 

18 

1 

6 

8 

House  Finch 

6 

3 

2 

22 

21 

P 

5 

12 

8 

12 

P 

16 

6 

2 

20 

35 

6 

29 

205 

13 

35 

16 

Red  Crossbill 

4 

O 

O 

4 

0 

4 

i 

American  Goldfinch 

18 

6 

29 

8 

18 

R 

8 

8 

55 

15 

R 

15 

9 

23 

13 

17 

23 

LJL, 

273 

17 

55 

16 

House  Sparrow 

15 

6 

19 

11 

48 

T 

4 

11 

36 

26 

T 

18 

66 

21 

49 

19 

14 

420 

26 

66 

16 

Total  Species 

76 

78 

70 

52 

45 

72 

56 

67 

59 

60 

69 

62 

41 

66 

47 

60 

107 

61 

78 

Rtes 

Total  Individuals 

906 

716 

990 

491 

734 

804 

671 

1039 

559 

925 

956 

701 

573 

1386 

428 

810 

— 

12689 

793 

— 

1386 

16 

June  Census  Date 

20 

22 

16 

11 

4 

12 

20 

15 

11 

19 

22 

5 

4 

4 

27 

23 

1 

I 

Route  45  Phillip's  Creek 

Elizabeth  E 

rooks 

Doru 

}  Burn 

)n 

Route  59  Randolph 

Timothy  Baird,  Stephen  Eaton 

— 

Route  46  Swain 

Elizabeth  Brooks,  Clarence  Klingensmith 

Route  60  Centerville 

Kenneth  Cohen 

Route  52  Mount  Morris 

Douglas  Bassett 

Route  61 

Shendan 

I  Fran  Rew,  Lois  Buck 

— 

Route  53  Hamburg 

William  Bogacki,  Ed  Ratajczak 

Route  62  Cherry  Hil 

Robert  Sundell 

— 

Route  54  West  Seneca 

Joseph  DiDomenico,  Diane  DiDomenico 

Route  63 

Nashville 

r 

Gerry  Rising,  Michael  Davis 

| - 

Route  55  Gainesville 

John  Mitton 

Route  64  St.  Johnsbury 

1  Donald  Robersom 

1 

Route  56  Cattaraugus 

Timothy  Baird,  Stephen  Eaton 

I 

Route  65  E.  Y  oungstown 

William  D'Anna,  Betsy  Potter 

Route  57  East  Java 

David  Junkin,  Marty  Junlan 

| 

Route  66  Byron 

Gail  Seamans 

— 

Route  58  Castile 

Douglas  Bassett,  Sue  Mercer 

Route  111  South  Vandalia 

Regina  VanScoy,  James  VanScoy 
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18  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  Western  New  York  State  June  Breeding  Bird  Censuses:  1967-1995  Adjusted  for  Missing  Reports 


I.C’ 
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18  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  Western  New  York  State  June  Breeding  Bird  Censuses:  1967-1995  Adjusted  for  Missing  Reports 
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18  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  Western  New  York  State  June  Breeding  Bird  Censuses:  1967-199S  Adjusted  for  Missing  Reports 
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MEMBERSHIP  NEWS 


Welcome  these  New  Associate  Member: 

William  D.  Murray 
7851  Northfield  Rd 
Clarence  Center,  NY  14032-9639 
(741-2420) 

Congratulations  to  the  following  new  Active  Members: 

Lynne  Landon 
Debbie  Suggs 
Terry  Yonker 

In  the  new  Roster  please  note  the  following  changes: 

Julie  Braun 
29  Minton  St. 

Buffalo,  NY  14210-1508 

Thomas  Burke 
2285  W.  River  Rd. 

Grand  Island,  NY  14072-2086 


Allen  E.  Valentine 
2516  Midstream  Dr. 

Plano,  TX  75075-4005 

Eugene  Zielinski 
1322  Old  220  Rd 
Bellefonte,  PA  16823 
(814)  353-8212 

Note  the  following  Active  Members 

Thomas  Burke 
Michael  Davis 
Michael  Hamilton 
Cathy  Mueller 
Bert  Schw;eigert 

Also  note  the  new  Associate  Members  as  pnnted  in  the  Prothonotary  (Vol.  61,  No.  9). 

a#  a# 

»x>  ^  ^  ^  •I'  ^ 
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BOS  MEETINGS 


Dec.  13:  Join  us  for  our  annual  Holiday  Celebration.  Bring  a  holiday  treat  and  your  favorite  birding  story  to 

share. 

If  you  would  like  to  present  a  program  or  have  a  suggestion  for  a  speaker  or  a  topic,  please  contact  Michael 
Davis  at  874-2721. 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  1 
through  June  15,  inclusive,  except  for  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December. 
Meetings  begin  at  7:30  p.m.  and  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020  Humbolt 
Parkway,  Buffalo,  New  York. 

FIELD  TRIPS 


Nov.  19: 


Dec.  3: 


Sunday.  Niagara  River  joint  trip  with  Rochester  GOS  for  gulls  and  waterfowl.  Meet  at  9:30  a.m.  at 
Old  Fort  Niagara  in  the  parking  lot  just  outside  the  old  fort.  Leaders:  Bob  Spahn  of  GOS  and  Bob 
Brock  (876-5862). 

Sunday.  Buffalo  waterfront  and  Niagara  River.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Vermont  &  Bus ti.  Leader:  Dick 
Collins  (683-3699). 


Dec.  16:  Saturday.  Beaver  Meadow  Christmas  Bird  Count.  Compiler:  Dave  Junkin  (457-3228). 

Dec.  17:  Sunday.  B.O.S.  Grand  Island  Christmas  Bird  Count.  Compiler:  Bill  Bogacki  (674-5781). 

Dec.  23:  Saturday.  Niagara  Falls,  Ont.-NY  Christmas  Bird  Count.  Compilers:  Willie  D’Anna  (731-4348) 

and  Kayo  Roy. 

Dec.  27:  Wednesday.  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  Christmas  Bird  Count.  Compiler:  Gail  Seamans  (762-9211). 

Note:  John  Morse  started  this  over  22  years  ago. 

Dec.  30:  Saturday.  Hamburg-East  Aurora  Christmas  Bird  Count.  Compiler:  Linda  Holmes,  note  the  new 

phone  number,  (655-5645). 

1996 

Jan.  7:  Sunday.  Buffalo  waterfront  for  Snowy  Owls,  then  Niagara  River  and  Falls.  Leader:  Mike  Hamilton 

(881-6709). 

Jan.  14:  Sunday.  Waterfowl  Count  for  the  Federation  of  NYS  Bird  Clubs.  This  is  the  target  date  but  any 

date  between  January  13  and  21  inclusive  is  acceptable.  For  a  territory  call  the  compiler,  Joe 
Di  Domenico  (683-7343). 


Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Trip  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 
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B.O.S.  member  David  Junkin  shared  an  interesting  wine  label  with  me.  It  was  from  a  bottle  of  Pelee  Island 
Winery  “Blanc  De  Blanc”  and  features  a  colored  drawing  of  a  Prothonotary  Warbler  in  a  tree  trunk  (not  unlike  the 
masthead  of  this  publication).  The  back  label  noted  that  the  Prothonotary  Warbler  was  one  of  the  species  which 
attacts  thousands  to  Pelee  Island  and  Point  Pelee  National  Park.  Unfortunately  the  label  could  not  be  reproduced 
satisfactorily  for  inclusion  in  this  publication.  Even  more  unfortunate  was  the  fact  that  Dave  only  choose  to  share 
the  label,  and  not  the  wine,  with  me.  Thanks  Dave.  ed. 


For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a-Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings  call:  Dial-a-Bird  (716)  896-1271  and  follow  the  instructions. 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler: 
Mr.  William  D’Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Drive  Extension,  Niagara  Falls,  NY  14304. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer:  Michael  Hamilton,  172  Allen  Street,  Buffalo,  NY  14201. 

Back  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  @  $0.50  per  copy. 

Editor:  Charles  D.  Halvorsen,  212  Main  Street,  West  Seneca,  NY  14224. 

E-mail:  ChasHal@AOL.com 
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THE  MONTH:  October,  1995  JAN  2  1996 

October  was  warm  and  cloudy  with  no  major  weather  disturbancTriltlQAinNA^o^nef  interludes  of 
unseasonably  cool  weather  until  the  last  week  of  the  period;  rainfall  was  above  average,  largely  due  to  residual 
precipitation  moving  up  the  Appalachian  Mountains  in  the  wake  of  hurricane  Opal  between  October  4th  and  6th.  A 
large  high  pressure  system  brought  a  southwest  flow  of  unseasonably  warm  and  dry  air  into  trie  iegion  on  the  8th, 
heralding  a  week  of  sunny  Indian  Summer  weather.  On  October  22nd  a  low  pressure  system  from  the  plains  states 
moved  into  the  Great  Lakes  with  cloudy,  windy  and  colder  weather  precipitating  a  significant  migration  of 
waterfowl  and  other  water  birds  through  our  study  area.  On  the  26th,  a  second  low  pressure  system  tracking  east 
from  the  Central  Plains  brought  more  cloudy  and  cool  weather  with  heavy  rain  showers  and,  in  the  Southern  Tier 
counties,  snow  flurries  at  higher  elevations.  The  average  temperature  for  the  month  at  Buffalo  was  54.4°(F), 
3.3°(F)  above  normal;  the  high  temperature  for  the  month,  79°(F),  was  recorded  on  October  1st;  precipitation  in 
the  form  of  rain  at  Buffalo  measured  6.07  inches,  1.48  inches  above  normal  for  the  period.  In  contrast,  Vivian 
Pitznck  writes  that  in  Allegany  County  in  October,  precipitation  totaled  nine  inches,  about  six  inches  above  normal 
for  the  month,  over  three  inches  falling  between  the  3rd  and  5th  and  an  additional  four  inches  on  the  20th  and 
21st.  The  first  killing  frost  of  the  season  in  the  Town  of  Alfred  in  that  county  occurred  on  October  17th. 
(Meteorological  data  as  recorded  at  the  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport.) 

The  Niagara  River  from  its  source  at  Lake  Erie  in  Buffalo  to  Niagara  Falls  was  the  scene  of  a  number  of 
interesting  records  this  month.  On  October  6th,  Bill  Watson  found  an  adult  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  among  a 
number  of  Herring  and  Great-Black- backed  Gulls  roosting  on  a  rock  ledge  in  the  rapids  of  the  upper  river  1/2  mile 
upstream  from  Goat  Island  in  the  Niagara  Reservation  State  Park  at  Niagara  Falls.  Watson  remarked  that  the 
Gull’s  mantle  “did  not  differ  in  darkness”  from  those  of  its  Great  Black-backed  congeners  and  speculated  that  it 
may  be  intermediate  between  the  West  European  race  of  this  species,  Larus  fuscus  graellsii  with  its  slaty-gray 
mantle  distinguishing  it  from  the  Scandinavian  race,  L.  f.  fuscus  with  its  solid  black  mantle.  On  the  8th,  Watson 
and  Willie  D’ Anna  returned  to  this  location  and  again  found  this  bird  and  a  second  adult  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 
roosting  on  the  ledge,  the  latter  bird  w-ith  a  noticeably  paler  mantle.  These  are  very  early  autumn  arrival  dates  for 
this  species  on  the  Niagara  River  and  if  one  regards  Bob  Sundell’s  sighting  of  a  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  on 
Chautauqua  lake  on  September  15th,  1991  as  a  summer  vagrant,  these  are  record  early  arrival  dates  for  wintering 
birds  of  this  species  in  our  study  area.  On  October  24th,  Peter  Yoerg  scanned  a  mixed  Hock  of  Ring-billed  and 
Bonaparte’s  Gulls  on  the  law'n  of  the  sewage  treatment  plant  on  Squaw  Island  in  the  Niagara  River  at  the  foot  of 
Ferry  Street  in  Buffalo  and  noticed  one  of  the  larger  gulls  with  a  darker  mantle  and  a  black  bill  immediately 
separating  it  from  the  Ring-bills  with  w'hich  it  associated.  His  identification  of  the  bird  as  an  adult  Laughing  Gull 
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in  winter  plumage  was  confirmed  when  the  Hock  took  wing  and  its  black-tipped  primaries  were  visible  to  him. 
The  gull  could  not  be  found  on  the  following  day  but  observers  at  the  scene  were  pleased  to  see  two  immature 
Sabine’s  Gulls,  first  reported  on  the  river  there  on  October  22nd  and  readily  identifiable  by  their  black  primary 
wing  feathers  and  “imperfect  isosceles  triangles”  (Bill  Watson’s  descriptive  phrase)  bordered  by  black  primaries 
and  brownish-gray  wing  coverts. 

The  bird,  or  rather,  birds  of  the  month  are  a  flock  of  Hudsonian  Godwits  observed  by  John  Flior  and  Bob 
Wagner  during  the  society’s  October  Bird  Count  on  the  15th.  Five  godwits  were  seen  feeding  in  the  shallow  water 
at  the  edge  of  a  dike  on  the  Ditch  Road  in  the  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  in  the  Town  of  Alabama  in 
Genesee  County.  Sharing  honors  with  the  godwits  is  a  Long-billed  Dowitcher,  a  fare  though  annual  passage 
migrant  in  our  region,  also  seen  on  the  count  on  October  15th  by  Richard  Knapton  at  the  Avondale  Sewage  Ponds 
in  the  Tow  n  of  Niagara-on- the-Lake,  Ontario  in  the  company  of  a  small  group  of  shorebirds.  Knapton  described 
the  bird  as  an  adult  in  winter  plumage  and  confirmed  his  identification  with  its  vocalization  of  a  single  ‘keek’  note 
as  it  Hew  to  another  feeding  area. 

Among  the  raptor  records  received  in  October  were  two  interesting  accounts  of  encounters  with  Peregrine 
Falcons.  During  the  society’s  field  trip  to  the  Batavia  Sewage  Lagoons  on  October  22nd,  the  participants  were 
treated  to  excellent  views  of  an  immature  Peregrine  Falcon  both  perched  on  a  stone  berm  and  in  Bight  pursuing 
and  stooping  at  the  many  ducks  on  the  ponds  there,  some  of  which  avoided  the  bird’s  talons  by  diving  under 
water!  On  both  October  26th  and  31st,  Bruce  Chilton  observed  an  immature  Peregrine  Falcon  perched  on  electnc 
power  towers  on  both  sides  of  the  Niagara  River  just  south  of  the  North  Grand  Island  Bridge  to  Niagara  Falls 
from  Grand  Island.  During  a  total  of  one  hour’s  observations  on  these  dates,  Chilton  saw  this  falcon  leave  its 
perch  on  the  tower  on  two  occasions  to  pursue  small  passerine  prey  and  carrying  one  hapless  bird  back  to  the 
tower  to  devour. 

Among  the  other  interesting  records  of  note  this  month  was  Willie  D’Anna’s  observation  of  a  Canada 
Goose  of  the  ‘small’  race,  Branta  canadensis  hutchinsii  in  a  Hock  of  its  larger  conspecifics  flying  in  a  ‘vee’ 
formation  over  the  County  Line  Road  in  the  Town  of  Yates  in  Orleans  County  on  October  28th.  In  addition  to  its 
diminutive  form,  its  small  bill  and  noticeably  lighter  breast  were  seen.  On  October  6th,  Bruce  Chilton  found  a 
Whimbrel,  an  uncommon  passage  migrant  in  this  region  in  autumn,  foraging  on  freshly  deposited  seaweed  on  the 
rock  foundation  of  the  walkway  at  the  south  end  of  the  Bird  Island  Pier  in  the  Niagara  River  at  Buffalo.  It  took 
wing,  Hying  to  the  LaSalle  Park  across  the  Black  Rock  Canal  from  the  pier  where  it  was  seen  on  the  following 
day  and  again  on  the  pier  by  Mike  Morgante  on  the  8th.  On  October  29th,  while  birding  in  Cattaraugus  County, 
Bert  Schweigert  was  surprised  to  find  five  Forster’s  Terns,  four  adult  and  one  juvenile  bird,  sitting  on  a  drainage 
pipe  in  a  quarry  owned  by  the  Countryside  Sand  and  Gravel  Company  in  the  Town  of  Dayton.  Records  of  this 
species  away  from  large  bodies  of  water,  either  rivers  or  lakes  inland,  are  rare  and  it  may  be  a  first  record  for  that 
county.  Finally,  Betsy  Potter  and  Willie  D’Anna,  the  society’s  owl  spotters  added  to  their  laurels  on  October  19th 
discovering  three  migrant  Saw-whet  Owls  in  the  young  evergreens  in  the  field  between  Downey  Road  and  the 
entrance  road  to  the  Rock  Point  Provincial  park  in  the  town  of  Dunnville,  Ontario  on  October  19th. 

Joseph  Thill 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed  w'ritten  verification 
according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (B.O.S.  1991)  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(0  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area. 
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Name  of  Bird 

Oct. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Horned  Grebe 

17F 

2 

Yates  Twp. 

Roberson 

44 

19 

7 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Red-necked  Grebe 

21F 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna 

D. -crest.  Cormorant 

6,20 

951,373 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

44 

29 

2 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Great  Egret 

9 

5 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

44 

12 

4 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Mueller  (EABC) 

Bl.-cr.  Night-Heron 

2 

1 

Alleganv  S.P. 

Watson 

44 

7,8 

6,8 

Tifft  N.P. 

Watson,  Morgante 

44 

29,31 

2,1 

Buffalo 

Brock 

Snow  Goose  (3  wh,l  bl)  J_ 

4 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

D’Anna  etal 

“  (46  white) 

7 

46 

Batavia  Twp. 

Morgante 

“  (blue) 

7 

1 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Morgante 

44 

9,12,21 

2  7  1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson, Mueller,Morgante 

Brant 

Canada  Goose 

28 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna  (BOS) 

B.  c.  hutchinsii 

28 

1 

Yates  Twp. 

D’Anna  (BOS) 

Green- winged  Teal 

1 

200 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

D’Anna  etal 

44 

7 

50 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Morgante 

Blue- winged  Teal 

22 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante  (BOS) 

Northern  Shoveler 

1 

2 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

D’Anna  etal 

44 

7,22 

75,25 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Morgante  et  al 

Gad  wall 

6 

11 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson 

44 

oo 

10 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante 

Canvasback 

7F 

7 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Morgante 

44 

22 

8 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante 

Redhead 

7F 

8 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Morgante 

44 

8 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson,  D’Anna 

Ring-necked  Duck 

7  22 

60,300 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Morgante  et  al 

D’Anna,  Watson 

44 

8 

4 

Niagara  Falls 

44 

30 

54 

Lewiston  Twp. 

Broderick 

Greater  Scaup 

1 

130 

Long  Beach,  Ont. 

Watson 

Oldsquaw 

28F 

4 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna  (BOS) 

44 

29 

150 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Surf  Scoter 

22F 

1 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Morgante  (BOS) 

D’Anna  (BOS) 

44 

28 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

44 

29 

2 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

29 

2 

Barcelona  Harbor 

Mosher,  Chilton 

White-einged  Scoter 

29 

4 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

Schweigert 

Common  Goldeneye 

29F 

6 

Somerset  Twp. 

Roberson 

Bufflehead 

22F 

8 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Morgante  (BOS) 

Common  Merganser 

4F 

20 

Salamanca 

Watson 

44 

29 

1 

Yates  Twp. 

Roberson 

Red-br.  Merganser 

IF 

1 

Wilson  Twp. 

D’Anna  etal 

Ruddy  Duck 

7F,22 

22,150 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Morgante  et  al 

44 

12 

36 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Mueller  (EABC) 

44 

21 

2 

Allegany  Twp. 

Schweigert 

44 

29 

5 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

Schweigert 

Osprey 

23L 

1 

A  mi  tv  Lake 

V&RPitzrick 

Bald  Eagle 

8,22 

1,3 

Allegany  S.P. 

Baird 

44 

12 

1  imm. 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Mueller(EABC) 

44 

14,21,29 

O  O  1 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

Schweigert 
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Name  of  Bird 

Oct. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Bald  Eagle 

19 

1  ad. 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

21 

1  imm. 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Morgante 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

28F 

5 

Yates  Twp. 

D’Anna  (BOS) 

Merlin 

8 

1 

Allegany  S.P. 

Baird 

Peregrine  Falcon 

22 

1 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Morgante,  Watson  (BOS) 

44 

26,31 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Chilton 

Black-bellied  Plover 

1-2° 

4-1 

Allegany  S.P. 

Baird,  Schweigert 

44 

19 

19 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

D’Anna 

Amer.  Golden-Plover 

1 

12 

Wilson  Twp. 

D’Anna  etal 

Semipalmated  Plover 

7 

2 

Allegany  S.P. 

Schweigert 

Greater  Y  ellowlegs 

1-22 

4-6 

Allegany  S.P. 

Baird,  Schweigert 

44 

25 

1 

Beaver  Meadow  W.R. 

Junkin 

Lesser  Y  ellowlegs 

28L 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna  (BOS) 

Whimbrel 

6 

1 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

Chilton 

44 

7 

1 

LaSalle  Park,  Bflo. 

Burney  et  al 

44 

8 

1 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

Morgante 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

1-22 

1-6 

Allegany  S.P. 

Baird,  Schweigert 

Dunlin 

1 

14 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Watson 

44 

7,8,14 

1  0  0 

Allegany  S.P. 

Schweigert,  Baird 

*Red  Phalarope 

22 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Chilton 

Laughing  Gull 

24 

1 

Squaw  Is.-  Buffalo 

Yoerg 

Little  Gull 

22F 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Chilton 

L.  Black-b.  Gull 

6F 

1  ad. 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson 

44 

8 

2  ad. 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson,  D’Anna 

*  Sabine’s  Gull 

22F-29 

1-2 

Squaw  Is. -Buffalo 

Chilton,  many  observers 

Forster’s  Tern 

29 

5 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Black  Tern 

9 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.R. 

Watson 

44 

22  25 

1,1 

Squaw  Is. -Buffalo 

Chilton 

44 

29 

2 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

29 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mosher,  Chilton 

Long-ear  Owl 

19 

2 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Potter,  D’Anna 

Short-eared  Owl 

21 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna 

Nor.  Saw-whet  Owl 

19F 

3 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Potter,  D’Anna 

44 

21 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna 

Common  Nighthawk 

13L 

1 

Buffalo 

Morgante 

Whip-poor-will 

1 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Watson 

Chimney  Swift 

8L 

200 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

Morgante 

Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

29 

1 

Cold  Spring  Twp. 

Schweigert 

D’Anna 

Eastern  Wood-Pewee 

2L 

1 

WheatfieldTwp. 

Eastern  Phoebe 

Horned  Lark 

29 

1 

Conewango  Twp. 

Schweigert 

E.  a.  alpestris 

IF 

5 

Wilson  Twp. 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

28 

75 

Yates  Twp. 

D’Anna  (BOS) 

Tree  Swallow 

8 

10 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

Morgante 

N.  Rough-w.  Swallow 

8L 

5 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

Morgante 

Bam  Swallow 

22L 

1 

Batavia  Sewage  Lagoon 

Morgante,  Watson(BOS) 

Common  Raven 

8 

1 

Allegany  S.P. 

Baird 

44 

31 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Carolina  Wren 

10-13 

1 

EllicottvilleTwp. 

Schweigert 

House  Wren 

17L 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

Roberson 

Marsh  Wren 

10L 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Chilton 

Bl.-gr.  Gnatcatcher 

22L 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 
D’Anna  et  al 

Gray-cheeked  Thrush 

1 

2 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 
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Name  of  Bird 

Oct. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Grat-cheeked  Thrush 

3 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

44 

4 

1-2 

Buffalo 

Yoerg 

44 

5L 

1 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

Broderick 

Svvainson’s  Thrush 

11 

o 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Hess 

Wood  Thrush 

17L 

1 

Wales  Twp. 

O.  Rosche 

Gray  Catbird 

31 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Chilton 

Northern  Mockingbird 

9 

1 

Tonawanda 

Watson 

44 

17 

1 

Lancaster  Twp. 

Morgan  te 

44 

19 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

D’Anna 

44 

31 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Chilton 

American  Pi  pet 

1 

80 

Wilson  Twp. 

D’Anna  et  al 

Northern  Shrike 

28F 

1 

Yates  Twp. 

D’Anna  (BOS) 

44 

31 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Chilton 

Solitary’  Vireo 

31L 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

3L 

1 

Salamanca 

Baird 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

26L 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Brooks 

Orange-cr.  Warbler 

16 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

19L 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Nashville  Warbler 

17L 

1 

Buck  Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

Chilton 

Northern  Parula 

7,8 

1 

TifftN.P. 

Watson,  Morgante 

Chestnut-s.  Warbler 

1L 

1 

TifftN.P. 

D’Anna  et  al 

Bl.-thr.  Bl.  Warbler 

21L 

1 

Lancaster  Twp. 

Morgante 

Blackburnian  Warbler 

1L 

1 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

Broderick 

Bay-breasted  Warbler 

8 

1 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Indigo  Bunting 

8L 

2 

Porter  Twp. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Amer.  Tree  Sparrow 

21F 

2 

Somerset  Twp. 

D’Anna 

44 

99 

1 

T  onawanda  W .  M .  A . 

Morgante  (BOS) 

44 

22 

35-40 

Somerset  Twp. 

Y oerg,  Henderson 

Chipping  Sparrow 

28 

1 

Wales  Twp.(f) 

O.  Rosche 

44 

28 

2 

Somerset  Twp. 

Potter,  Turisk 

Fox  Sparrow 

22F 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Morgante  (BOS) 

44 

22F 

1 

Alleganv  S.P. 

Baird 

44 

22F.28 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

Y oerg,  Henderson 

44 

26 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Chilton 

Lincoln’s  Sparrow 

22L 

1 

Tonawanda  W.M.A. 

Morgante  (BOS) 

44 

22L 

1 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Lapland  Longspur 

IF 

4 

Wilson  Twp. 

D’Annaet  al 

44 

28 

2 

Yates  Twp. 

D’Anna  (BOS) 

44 

29 

2 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Snow  Bunting 

28F 

20 

Golden  Hill  S.P. 

D’Anna  (BOS) 

44 

29 

13 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo 

Yoerg,  Chilton 

Purple  Finch 

1-31 

7 

Wales  Twp.  (f) 

O.  Rosche 

44 

22 

1 

Somerset  Twp. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Pine  Siskin 

29F 

3 

Warsaw 

Kunze 

American  Goldfinch 

29 

90 

Warsaw 

Kunze 

*  Evening  Grosbeak 

21F,28 

O  09 

Somerset  Tw  p. 

D’Annaet  al 

44 

22  23 

3,1 

Wethersfield  Twp. 

D  &  M  Junkin 

44 

26 

1 

Alfred  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

27 

1 

Warsaw 

Kunze 

44 

27,28 

2,12 

AmitvLake 

Pitznck 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded . 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  . (inc.  Oct.  bird  count) 

Total  for  year . 
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Report  of  the  60th  Annual  B.O.S.  October  Bird  Count 

Date:  October  15,  1995  Compilers:  Mike  Hamilton,  Gerry  Rising,  Terry  Yonker 

Weather:  During  the  week  prior  to  the  count,  weather  in  the  area  was  relatively  tranquil.  As  the  count  weekend  approached,  however, 
winds  began  increasing  from  die  southwest.  A  deep  upper  level  trough  of  low  pressure  was  developing  over  die  Central  Great  Lakes 
allowing  tropical  moisture  to  stream  nordiward  from  Hurricane  Roxanne,  which  remained  stationary  off  the  Yucatan.  Friday  was  sunny 
and  breezy  in  the  count  area  as  a  vigorous  cold  front  descending  from  a  deep  surface  low  pressure  area  near  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  Michigan, 
approached  Buffalo.  The  fast-moving  front  passed  Buffalo  just  after  10:00  pm  and  cleared  Oswego  by  midnight  on  Friday.  A  major 
Lake  Erie  storm  surge  event  occurred  on  die  count  day  as  wind  speeds  rose  during  die  early  morning  hours.  Rain  showers  and  heavy 
winds  gusting  to  near  40  mph  buffeted  the  entire  area  during  the  day.  Moderately  heavy  lake  effect  rain  showers  and  a  few  snow 
showers  appeared  on  radar  over  the  Niagara  Peninsula  and  the  Southern  Tier. 

Buffalo  International  Airport  Weather  Observations,  October  14-15,  1995 


Sunrise 

7:27  am  edt  Sunset 

6:32  pm  edt 

Moon  in  last  quarter 

Time 

Conditions 

Temp  (F) 

Dew  Point  (F) 

Humidity 

(%)  Pressure  (in) 

Wind  (mph) 

October  14 

10:30  pm 

Lt  Rain 

53 

50 

90 

29.59 

SW  15 

October  15 

3:00  am 

Lt  Rain' 

48 

38 

68 

29.56 

WSW  16  G  23 

6:00  am 

Mst  Cldy 

47 

38 

71 

29.53 

WSW21  G  28 

9:00  am 

PtCldy 

45 

37 

74 

29.55 

SW  17  G  25 

12:00  noon 

Pt  Cldy 

48 

34 

58 

29.58 

WSW  23  G  33 

3:00  pm 

Mst  Cldy 

50 

34 

54 

29.58 

WSW  25  G  36 

6:00  pm 

Mst  Cldy 

51 

33 

50 

29.59 

WSW  20  G  29 

Compilation:  The  following  is  a  list  of  species  recorded  on  the  count  together  with  the  number  of  individuals  tabulated.  Bold  face 
names  indicate  species  for  winch  acceptable  written  verificadons  were  received.  F  represents  first  and  L  last  dates  for  the  fall 
migration,  *  first  date  for  the  year.  Where  a  species  was  recorded  in  three  or  fewer  sections,  die  section  numbers  are  given  in 
parentheses. 


Loons  -  Ducks 


Common  Loon 

1 

[14] 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

212 

Homed  Grebe 

7 

[1,26] 

Double-crested  Cormorant 

846 

Great  Blue  Heron 

80 

Great  Egret 

3 

[10] 

Green  Heron 

1 

[11] 

Black-crowned  Night-Heron 

7 

Tundra  Swan 

1 

[18] 

Snow  Goose 

45 

[13,17,25] 

Brant  *  F 

2 

[1] 

Canada  Goose 

13659 

Wood  Duck 

381 

Green-wi  nged  T  eal 

339 

American  Black  Duck 

95 

Mallard 

3796 

Mallard  x  Black  Duck 

1 

P] 

Nordiem  Pintail 

33 

[10,13,23] 

Blue-wingedTeal 

21 

Nordiem  Shoveler 

74 

[5,10,13] 

Gadwall 

61 

American  Wigeon 

443 

Canvas back 

5 

[13] 

Redhead 

10 

[13,22] 

Ring-necked  Duck 

252 

Greater  Scaup 

2069 

Lesser  Scaup 

67 

[2,3] 

unspecified  scaup 

221 

Black  Scoter  *  F 

8 

[8] 

White- winged  Scoter 

48 

unspecified  scoters 

4 

Bufflehead 

11 

Hooded  Merganser 

6 

[10,11,15] 

Common  Merganser 

46 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

15 

Ruddy  Duck 

189 

unspecified  waterfowl 

705 
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Vultures  -  Coots 


Turkey  Vulture 

267 

unspecified  buteos 

9 

Osprey 

6 

American  Kestrel 

80 

Bald  Eagle 

4 

Merlin 

1 

[2] 

Northern  Harrier 

52 

unspecified  hawks 

2 

S  harp-sin  nned  Hawk 

24 

Ring-necked  Pheasant 

33 

Cooper's  Hawk 

9 

Ruffed  Grouse 

24 

unspeeified  accipiters 

2 

Wild  Turkey 

636 

Red-shoulderedHawk 

4  [19,20,27] 

Common  Moorhen 

1 

[10] 

Broad-winged  Hawk 

L 

1  [6] 

American  Coot 

1056 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

200 

Plovers 

-  Terns 

American  Golden-Plover 

1  [3] 

Common  Snipe 

3 

[13] 

Semipalmated  Plover 

L 

1  [13] 

Red-necked  Phalarope 

1 

[16] 

Killdeer 

718 

Little  Gull 

1 

[11] 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

16 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

2285 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

7 

Ring-billed  Gull 

11293 

Hudsonian  Godwit 

5  [10] 

Herring  Gull 

691 

Sanderling 

7  [6] 

Great  Black-backed  Gull 

210 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

15  [23,24] 

unspecified  gulls 

44 

Dunlin 

1  [24] 

Common  Tem 

84 

[2,3,8] 

Long-billed  Dowitcher 

* 

1  [2] 

Doves  -  S 

wallows 

Rock  Dove 

1784 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsticker 

2 

[13,16] 

Mounting  Dove 

1277 

Downy  Woodpecker 

124 

Yellow-billed  Cuckoo 

1  [20] 

Hairy  W  oodpecker 

24 

Eastern  Screech-Owl 

3  [3,12,20] 

Northern  Ricker 

56 

Great  Homed  Owl 

2  [19,28] 

Pileated  Woodpecker 

1 

[16] 

Short-eared  Owl 

1  [3] 

Eastern  Phoebe 

29 

Belted  Kingfisher 

29 

Homed  Lark 

82 

Red-headedWoodpecker 

1  [13] 

Tree  Swallow 

62 

[2,10] 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker 

21 

Barn  Swallow  L 

2 

[2,8] 

Jays  -  St 

a  r  1  i  n  g  s 

Blue  Jay 

917 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 

92 

American  Crow 

5904 

Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher 

1 

[1] 

Common  Raven 

8  [24,28] 

Eastern  Bluebird 

130 

Black-cappedChickadee 

1541 

Swainson’s  Thrush  L 

1 

m 

Tufted  Titmouse 

91 

Hermit  Thrush 

17 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch 

96 

Wood  Thrush 

2 

[28] 

White-breasted  Nudiatch 

208 

American  Robin 

2299 

Brown  Creeper 

28 

Gray  Catbird 

10 

Carolina  Wren 

2  [7,14] 

Northern  Mockingbird 

9 

[1,2,3] 

House  Wren 

1  [11] 

American  Pipit 

104 

Winter  Wren 

19 

Cedar  Wax  wing 

701 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

212 

Euro  [lean  Stalling 

37577 
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V  i  r  e  o  s 

-  Warblers 

Solitary  Vireo 

5  [3,28] 

Yel  low  -  nunped  Warbler 

432 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

2  [3,28] 

Black-thr.  Green  Warbler 

L 

3 

[1,2,20] 

Nashville  Warbler 

3  [1,3,8] 

Pine  Warbler 

1 

[3] 

Northern  Fanil  a 

L 

4  [1,2,4] 

Palm  Warbler 

L 

7 

[1,16,20] 

Magnolia  Warbler 

L 

9  [8,28] 

Bay-breasted  Warbler 

L 

2 

[3,20] 

Cape  May  Warbler 

L 

1  [14] 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

1 

[20] 

Black- throated  Blue  Warbler 

L 

5 

Common  Yellowthroat 

L 

5 

[3,20,28] 

C  a 

r  d  i  n  a  1  s  - 

House  Sparrows 

Northern  Cardinal 

253 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

676 

Rufous-sided  T  owhee 

15 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

53937 

Chipping  Sparrow 

201 

Eastern  Meadow  lark 

88 

Field  Sparrow 

122 

Rusty  Blackbird 

246 

Vesper  Sparrow 

10  [1,27,28] 

Common  Grackle 

5562 

Savannah  Sparrow 

L 

6  [4,7,28] 

B  rown-headed  Cow  bird 

5328 

Song  Sparrow 

503 

Purple  Finch 

75 

Lincoln’s  Sparrow 

3  [1,14] 

House  Finch 

1087 

Swamp  Sparrow 

49 

Pine  Siskin 

1 

[27] 

White -diroated  Sparrow 

464 

American  Goldfinch 

500 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

189 

House  Sparrow 

1655 

unspecified  sparrows 

15 

unspecified  birds 

57 

Summary  Information  -  Total  Species  Observed  -  144 

Total  Individual  Birds  Observed  -166,545 

Comparisons  -  As  compared  with  October  Bird  Counts  dating  back  to  1935  (no  count  was  recorded  in  1951)  and  with  counts  for  the 
decade  1985-1994,  the  following  results  are  highlighted  (in  what  follows  the  unmodified  word  count  represents  the  overall 
60  year  count): 

Overall  -  Species  observed:  144,  below  decade  average  154  but  above  count  average  140.  Total  individuals:  166,545,  well  up  from 
last  year’s  decade  low  101,1 17, 17%  above  decade  average  142,207,  and  66%  above  count  average  100,474.  Native  non- 
passennes:  43,061, 9%  down  from  decade  average  47,282,  but  66%  up  from  count  average  25,912.  Native  passerines: 
81,291, 58%  up  from  decade  average  51391  and  109%  up  from  count  average  38,881.  Non-native  species:  42,136,  down 
3%  from  decade  average  43,495  but  up  18%  from  count  average  35,675. 

Loons  -  Ducks  -  Common  Loon  1 ,  poorest  decade  count,  well  below  decade  average  65  and  count  average  18.  Pied-billed  Grebe 
212,  decade  high,  highest  count  since  339  in  1955,  the  last  of  a  series  of  five  higher  counts.  Homed  Grebe  7,  decade  low,  decade 
average  46  (influenced  by  a  high  count  of  166  in  1987),  but  count  average  72.  Double-crested  Cormorants  continue  to  increase 
almost  exponentially;  this  year’s  846  almost  double  the  previous  high  of  493  in  1993  (see  chart).  Will  the  area  above  the  Falls 
turn  from  white  to  black  over  the  years  ahead?  Herons  91,  below  decade 
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Double-crested  Cormorant 


average  159  but  above  count  average  84.  Ducks,  Geese,  and  Swans  22,607,  near  decade  average  22,983  and  well  over  count 
average  10,452.  Canada  Goose  13,659,  well  below  decade  high  in  1991  of  21,084  but  still  third  highest  count  total.  Ruddy 
Duck  189,  third  highest  to  428  in  1950  and  721  in  1949. 

Raptors  -  Rails  -  Raptors  654,  third  highest  for  entire  count,  overall  high  787  in  1991.  Turkey  Vulture  267,  count  high,  previous 
max  186  in  1990.  Game  and  Marsh  Birds  1750,  high  since  2271  in  1965;  count  max  3771  in  1949.  Wild 


Pheasant  and  Turkey:  Decade  Averages 


250 


60s  70s  80s  90s 


Turkey  636,  count  high,  previous  high  204  in  1991  (see  chart).  Note  how  the  Ring-necked  Pheasant  population  has 
decreasedover  tins  same  time  period  (see  chart).  American  Coot  1056,  high  since  1301  in  1983;  count  high  3598  in  1949. 

PLOVERS  -  TERNS  -  Shorebirds  776,  decade  low,  previous  low  781  in  1992,  decade  average  963.  Hudsonian  Godwit  5,  count  max; 
before  3  in  1992  only  three  singles  reported.  Dunlin  1,  tied  with  1987  for  decade  low,  219  recorded  in  1993.  Long-billed 
Dow i tcher  1,  only  previous  records  2  in  1980,  3  in  1983.  American  Woodcocks  missed  for  the  first  time  since  1955;  averages  for 
recent  decades  declining:  1960s:  20,  1970s  14,  1980s  13,  1990s  3.  Red-necked  Phalarope  1,  only  fourth  count  report,  last  2  in 
1989. 

Doves  -  Swallows  -  Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  1,  first  since  1983.  Owls  6,  decade  low,  previous  low  1 1  last  year,  decade  average  22. 
Belted  Kingfisher  29,  decade  minimum,  previous  minimum  3 1  last  year,  decade  average  52.  Woodpeckers  229,  decade  low, 
previous  low  275  last  year,  decade  average  400.  Red-bellied  Woodpecker  21,  decade  lngh,  previous  high  19  in  1987,  count  max  22 
in  1985;  this  species  doing  well  with  average  decade  counts:  1950s  0,  1960s  3,  1970s  7,  1980s  13,  1990s  14.  \  ellow-bellied 
Sapsucker  2,  decade  low  tied  with  1988,  1992,  and  1993,  decade  average  10.  Hairy 
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Downy  and  Hairy  Woodpeckers:  Decade  Averages 


Woodpecker  24,  decade  low,  previous  low  32  in  1989,  decade  average  41.  Ratio  of  Hairy  Woodpecker :  Downy  Woodpecker  0.24, 
near  the  0.26  overall  count  ratio;  thus  we  should  expect  to  see  one  Hairy  for  every  four  Downies.  Northern  Flicker  56,  low  count 
since  51  in  1960,  decade  average  125.  Pileated  Woodpecker  1,  low  count  since  1956;  decade  average  12.  Flycatchers  (all  Eastern 
Phoebes)  29,  near  decade  low  25  in  1988,  decade  average  54.  Swallows  64,  well  below  decade  average  but  well  above  counts  from 
1990  to  1992  of  19,  9,  and  8.  Bam  Swallow  2,  high  since  1987  when  2  were  also  recorded,  but  there  were  72  in  1982;  recorded  on 
16  of  60  counts. 


Jays  -  Starlings  -  Corvids  6829,  count  maximum,  previous  max  5931  in  1993;  as  the  chart  shows,  the  continuing 

Crows  and  Jays:  Decade  Averages 
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increase  in  these  birds  primarily  due  to  the  increase  in  crows.  Blue  Jay  917,  decade  minimum,  low  since  809  in  1968.  American 
Crow  5904,  count  maximum,  previous  high  4210  in  1993.  Common  Raven  8,  count  high  possibly  due  to  change  in  reporting 
rules.  Tits  2291,  well  below  decade  average  3000  but  up  from  last  year’s  decade  minimum  1757;  count 

Tufted  Titmouse:  Decade  Averages 
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average  1851.  The  high  winds  may  have  been  responsible  for  the  low  counts  of  these  small  birds.  Tufted  Titmouse  91,  count 
maximum,  previous  max  44  in  1993;  species  has  shown  a  stead  increase  probably  due  to  feeders.  Both  nuthatches  maintaining 
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populations.  Brown  Creeper  28,  decade  second  lowest  to  24  last  year;  decade  average  52,  count  average  46.  Carolina  Wren  2,  decade 
low-  tied  with  last  year,  1989  and  1986;  decade  average  8,  count  average  3.  House  Wren  1,  tied  for  decade  low  with  1986;  decade 
average  8;  count  average  7.  Golden-crowned  Kinglet  212,  decade  second  lowest  to  175  last  year;  decade  average  587,  count  average 
397.  Ruby-crowned  Kinglet  92,  lowest  since  77  in  1960;  decade  average  402,  count  average  285.  Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  1, 
count  max,  only  other  1  in  1969.  Thrushes  2449,  well  below  decade  average  3807  and  count  average  3 137  but  up  from  last  year’s 
decade  minimum  2295.  American  Robin  2299,  decade  second  low  to  last  year’s  2059;  decade  average  3538,  count  average  2936. 
Mimic  thrushes  19,  low  since  1 1  in  1962;  decade  average  56,  count  average  42. 

Vireos  -  Warblers  -  Vireos  7,  although  below  decade  average  10,  four  decade  counts  lower,  decade  minimum  3;  count 

Warbler  Decade  Counts 


30s  40s 


average  7.  Warblers  473,  only  lower  decade  count  2 18  last  year,  decade  average  772  and  count  average  748.  Warbler  species  12, 
only  lower  decade  count  10  in  1988;  decade  average  14,  count  average  12.  Again  winds  may  be  responsible  for  these  low  counts. 
Northern  Parula  4,  count  maximum  tied  with  1970. 


Cardinals  -  House  Sparrows  -  Sparrows  2253,  only  lower  decade  count  2028  last  year;  decade  average  4168,  count 

Rufous-sided  Towhee 
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average  4418.  Rufous-sided  Towhee  15,  minimum  since  10  in  1985;  decade  average  34,  count  average  44.  No  Tree  Sparrows  and 
only  one  on  October  Counts  in  the  last  four  years;  decade  average  7,  count  average  27.  Chipping  Sparrow  201,  low  since  83  in 
1985.  Savannah  Sparrow  6,  low  since  5  in  1959;  decade  average  36,  count  average  39.  Song  Sparrow  503,  low  since  368  in  1985; 
decade  average  1005,  count  average  921.  Swamp  Sparrow  49,  low  since  32  in  1985;  decade  average  99,  count  average  77.  White- 
throated  Sparrow  464,  low  since  294  in  1953;  decade  average  1081 ,  count  average  1 199.  Blackbirds  65, 161 ,  second  highest  count  to 
maximum  90,845  in  1988;  decade  average  3 1,539,  count  average  23,454.  Red-winged  Blackbird  53,937,  second  highest  count  to 
56,222  in  1964;  decade  average  18,41 1,  count  average  15,562.  Brown-headed  Cowbird  5328,  second  highest  count  to  8636  in  1958. 
Finches  1663,  only  lower  decade  count  1541 
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House  Finch 
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last  year;  decade  average  2532,  count  average  1535.  House  Finch  1087,  like  last  year’s  1056  down  from  2353  in  1993,  possibly  a 
result  of  avian  conjunctivitis.  Pine  Siskin  1,  low  since  none  in  1985;  decade  average  42,  count  average  51;  to 

House  Sparrow 


show  how  variable  this  erratic  species  is:  decade  high  164,  count  high  703.  House  Sparrow  1655,  low  since  654  in  1950;  decade 
average  2702,  count  average  3043. 

Sections  and  Observers:  Names  of  section  compilers  are  in  boldface. 

1.  Fonthill,  ON:  Brian  Ahara,  David  Cooper,  Lynne  Landon,  Kao  Roy,  Jack  Skalicky,  Alan  Smith 

2.  Thoroid,  ON:  Gilbert  Lange,  Ronald  Lange,  Richard  Naptor,  Gerry  Rising 

3.  Wilson,  NY:  Willie  D’Anna,  Jerald  Farrell,  Susan  Farrell,  Michael  Morgante,  Betsy  Potter,  Michael  Turisk 

4.  Middleport,  NY:  Robert  Brock,  William  Watson 

5.  Oak  Orchard,  NY:  Don  Brasure,  Bill  Burch,  Dick  Christensen,  Peggy  Christensen,  Morgan  Jones,  Nora  Lindell,  Sue  O’Donnell,  Tom 

O’Donnell,  Blake  Reeves,  Alden  Smith,  Marion  Smith,  Bill  Townsend 

6.  Port  Maitland,  ON:  Robert  Andrle,  James  Gregory,  Donald  Roberson,  Joseph  Thill 

7.  Lowbanks,  ON:  Richard  Byron,  Jack  Mansfield,  Sonia  Mansfield 

8.  Fort  Erie,  ON:  Jane  Heyer,  Brian  Lewandowski,  Alice  McKale,  Ellen  Schopp,  Margaret  Stewart,  Michael  Zebehazy 

9.  Grand  Island,  NY:  Paul  Benham 

10.  Akron,  NY:  John  Filor,  Robert  Wagner 

11.  Buffalo,  NY:  Michael  Davis,  Peter  Yoerg 

12.  Lancaster,  NY:  Ann  Bauer,  Marion  Bee,  Tom  Harper,  Joseph  Lesser,  Marlene  Phillips,  Ruth  Phillips,  Donna  Wieand 

13.  Batavia,  NY:  Jane  Mason,  Max  Mason,  David  Muller,  Gail  Seamans,  Don  Thurau,  Anita  Wierzba 

14.  Hamburg,  NY:  Lois  Abbott,  Ken  Brandes,  Jean  Collins,  Phyllis  Hansen,  Douglas  Happ,  Adelaide  Hunley,  Robert  Leonard,  Glenna  Leour, 

Tim  McAllister,  Evelyn  Mauser,  Mary  Saville,  Barbara  Walker,  Margaret  Wooley 
15  Java,  NY:  Bill  Bogacki,  Jay  Decarlis,  Ed  Ratajczak,  Olga  Rosche 

16.  Angola,  NY:  Chris  Budniewski,  Ray  Budniewski,  Audrey  Horbett,  Fran  Rew 

17.  Cattaraugus,  NY:  Betty  Hooker,  Tom  Koopman 

18.  Delavan,  NY:  Bruce  Chilton 

19.  Fillmore,  NY:  Lucile  Bailey,  Faye  Clancy,  Barbara  Cronk,  Lillian  Cronk,  Horace  Emmons,  Alice  Evans,  Lois  Harvey,  Lyle  Hotchkiss, 

Will  Kennedy,  Janet  Lang,  Dora  Lilly,  Betty  Miller,  Jean  Perry,  Elaine  Smith,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Emmette  Smith,  Oliver  Williams,  Larry 
Wilson,  Jean  Wilson,  Richard  Wilson,  Audrey  Zilker 
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20.  Dunkirk,  NY:  Lake  Erie  Bird  Club:  Chris  Budniewski,  Ray  Budniewski,  Paul  Farver,  Joe  Gula,  Terry  Mahoney,  Terry  Mosher,  Thomas 

O’Connell,  Jeanie  Smith,  Doris  Welch,  Tom  Welch 

21.  Cherry  Creek,  NY:  Jamestown  Audubon  Society:  John  Cheney,  Julie  Heilman,  Linda  O’Brien,  Carol  Roby,  Bill  Seleen,  Bob  S undell 

22.  Sherman,  NY:  Jamestown  Audubon  Society:  Shawn  Allen,  Linda  O’Brien,  Bill  Seleen,  Bob  Sundell 

23.  Frewsburg,  NT:  Jamestown  Audubon  Society:  Shawn  Allen,  Virginia  Anderson,  Mike  Lucas,  Jeremy  Maggio,  Steve  Maggio,  Linda 

O’Brien,  Bill  Seleen,  Bob  Sundell 

24.  Salamanca,  NY  and  Allegany  State  Park:  Cattaraugus  County  Bird  Club:  Tim  Baird 

25.  Allegany,  NY:  Cattaraugus  County  Bird  Club:  Tim  Baird,  Arlene  Bordonaro,  Aileen  Church,  Carol  Wilber 

26.  Cuba,  NY:  Doris  Burton,  Mary  Jordan,  Ann  Scott,  Morris  Scott,  Bruce  Smalley 

27.  Bolivar,  NY:  Doris  Burton,  Estella  Cronauer,  Fritz  Cronauer,  Audrey  Dunham,  George  Dunham,  Doris  Hurlburt,  Norman  Ives,  Claribel 

James,  Don  King,  Helen  Link,  Michael  Pitzrick,  Raymond  Pitzrick,  Vivian  Pitzrick,  Lillian  Simons,  George  Smith,  Ruth  Smith,  Bill 
Thompson,  Fran  Thompson,  Leland  Windus,  Shirley  Windus 

28.  Alfred,  NY:  (Alfred)  Warren  Bouck,  Elizabeth  Brooks,  Carla  Coch,  Jim  Copenheaver,  Cynthia  Culley,  Paul  Culley,  Elsie  Cushing, 

Larry  Deverell,  Ann  Eisenhardt,  Jamie  Eisenhardt,  Peggy  Eisenhardt,  John  Gradoni,  Clarence  Klingensmith,  Margaret  Klingensmith, 
Barry  Lash,  Hanna  Lash,  Martha  Lash,  Rachel  Lash,  Ellen  Lamb,  Cathy  MacDonald,  Mary  Ormsby,  Ann  Pipal,  Bob  Pipal,  Evelyn 
Thomas,  Tim  Timbrook,  Linda  Travers,  Mary  Lu  Wells;  (Almond)  Dorothy  Bayless,  Fred  Bayless,  Phyllis  DuBreul,  Betty  Kellogg, 
Wayne  Kellogg,  Sean  Phelan,  Laurie  Rygiel,  Vi  Sharrett;  (Andover)  Francis  Horan,  Elsie  Kent,  Maureen  Soule,  Connor  Stephens,  Bea 
Thompson;  (Belmont)  Betty  Brown,  Doris  Burton,  Michael  Pitzrick,  Raymond  Pitzrick,  Vivian  Pitzrick;  (Rexville)  Walt  Franklin; 
(Scio)  Dan  Ramsey,  Danielle  Ramsey,  Evelyn  Ramsey,  Nicole  Ramsey,  Phyllis  Rigby,  Nancy  Rouse;  (Wellsville)  Debbie  Bucholz, 
Diane  Converso,  Dorotha  Fanton,  Keegan  Fleming,  Ona  Reynolds,  Helen  Shear,  Norb  Shear,  Bruce  Taggart,  Wilma  Taggart,  Wilma 
Taggart 

Total  Number  of  Observers;  224 


LOWER  NIAGARA  PLAINS  TRIP 

On  9/24/95,  14  birders  assembled  at  Top's  parking  lot  in  Lewiston  for  a  tnp  through  the  plains  of  lower 
Niagara.  Aftera  brief  delay,  while  a  dead  bird  found  in  a  nearby  convenience  store  was  identified  as  a  Wilson’s 
Warbler,  we  proceeded  to  the  Lewiston  Dock.  The  lower  Niagara  River  was  carefully  checked  for  gulls  and 
waterfowl.  While  few  were  found,  there  were  enough  passerines  in  the  area,  including  the  resident  mockingbird, 
that  we  were  able  to  count  16  species  at  that  location. 

Moving  onto  Fort  Niagara  State  Park  we  parked  at  the  northeast  corner  and  thoroughly  examined  the 
wooded  area  and  lake-side  picnic  grove.  Migrants  were  plentiful  and  occupied  the  group  for  an  hour  and  a  half 
during  which  we  found  32  additional  species,  including  9  warbler  species  and  several  Eastern  Bluebirds. 
Proceeding  east  we  made  a  brief  stop  at  a  field  on  Lake  Road  which  is  part  of  Four  Mile  Creek  State  Park.  Here 
we  were  fortunate  enough  to  find  5  species  of  sparrows,  including  a  Lincoln's  Sparrow  which  had  been  seen  the 
previous  day. 

Again  proceeding  east  along  Lake  Road  we  made  a  brief  pause  at  Six  Mile  Creek  and  then  continued  to 
Wilson  Tuscarora  State  Park.  The  west  branch  of  Twelve  Mile  Creek  produced  a  number  of  waterfowl  and  a  lone 
rusty  blackbird  w  hich  was  walking  along  the  shore. 

Lunch  followed  and  a  small  group  took  a  hike  through  the  woods  and  fields  of  the  State  Park  adding 
another  dozen  species  to  our  list.  Winding  our  way  back  towards  Lewiston  we  found  a  few  more  species  along 
the  back  roads  of  the  Towns  of  Wilson  and  Porter,  finally  disbanding  the  group  at  2:30.  Our  tnp  list  totaled  72 
species  with  10  warblers,  3  vireos,  6  sparrows,  5  woodpeckers,  3  mimic  thrushes  and  7  waterfowl. 

Bill  Broderick 
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Summary  of  Hotline  and  Dial-a-Bird  Activity  -  October  1995 

Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  Hotline  reports  came  from  near  and  far  in  October.  The  latter  was  a  one  day 
stop  by  a  Pacific  Loon  on  October  18,  in  Waterloo,  Ontario.  Although  over  100  miles  from  Buffalo,  a  few  Society 
birders  took  an  unsuccessful  trip  the  next  day  to  chase  this  rare  vagrant.  In  the  heart  of  the  Niagara  Frontier 
though,  on  October  24,  a  Laughing  Gull  and  2  Sabine's  Gulls  at  Squaw  Island  inaugurated  the  gull  season  on  the 
Niagara  River.  The  Laughing  Gull's  appearance  was  for  only  one  day,  but  the  Sabine's  Gulls  remained  and 
provided  outstanding  close  up  views  for  many  birders  along  the  Riverwalk  on  the  Island. 

Dial-a-Bird  accounts  featured  regionally  early  Snow  Geese,  Lesser  Black-  backed  Gulls,  Northern 
Horned  Larks  (E.  a.  alpestris)  and  Lapland  Longspurs  the  first  week  of  the  month.  While  the  late  birds  were  a 
Whimbrel,  October  6-8  at  the  Bird  Island  Pier,  and  on  October  22,  a  Bam  Swallow  at  Batavia  Waste  Water 
Plant  and  a  Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  at  Golden  Hill  State  Park.  This  appears  to  be  a  contrast  of  opinions,  if  birds 
could  predict  the  weather. 

For  certain  though,  in  late  October,  Evening  Grosbeaks  were  irrupting  in  the  region.  As  Dial-a-Bird  was 
receiving  grosbeak  reports  from  feeders  and  lakeshores,  transcripts  of  bird-lines  on  the  Internet  from  all  across  the 
northeastern  United  States,  were  describing  the  same  welcome  event. 


David  F.  Suggs 


BOS  MEETINGS 

Amendments  to  the  B.O.S.  Constitution 

Several  amendments  to  the  Society’s  Constitution  will  be  voted  upon  at  the  two  meetings  in  January,  1996. 
These  proposals  represent  suggestions  submitted  by  various  members  over  the  past  year.  For  more  information 
call  Morgan  Jones  at  433-5687. 

If  you  would  like  to  present  a  program  or  have  a  suggestion  for  a  speaker  or  a  topic,  please  contact  Michael 
Davis  at  874-2721. 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  1 
through  June  15,  inclusive,  except  for  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December. 
Meetings  begin  at  7:30  p.m.  and  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020  Humbolt 
Parkway,  Buffalo,  New  York. 


FIELD  TRIPS 

Dec.  23:  Saturday.  Niagara  Falls,  Ont.-NY  Christmas  Bird  Count.  Compilers:  Willie  D’Anna  (731-4348) 

and  Kayo  Roy. 

Dec.  27:  Wednesday.  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  Christmas  Bird  Count.  Compiler:  Gail  Seamans  (762-9211). 

Note:  John  Morse  started  this  over  22  years  ago. 

Dec.  30:  Saturday.  Hamburg-East  Aurora  Christmas  Bird  Count.  Compiler:  Linda  Holmes,  note  the  new 

phone  number,  (655-5645). 
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1996 

Jan.  7:  Sunday.  Buffalo  waterfront  for  Snowy  Owls,  then  Niagara  River  and  Falls.  Leader:  Mike  Hamilton 

(881-6709). 

Jan.  14:  Sunday.  Waterfowl  Count  for  the  Federation  of  NYS  Bird  Clubs.  This  is  the  target  date  but  any 

date  between  January  13  and  21  inclusive  is  acceptable.  For  a  territory  call  the  compiler,  Joe 
Di  Domenico  (683-7343). 

Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Trip  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 

For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a-Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings  call:  Dial-a-Bird  (716)  896-1271  and  follow  the  instructions. 

Please  mail  reports  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following  month  to  the  Compiler: 
Mr.  William  D’Anna,  2257  Cayuga  Drive  Extension,  Niagara  Falls,  NY  14304. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer:  Michael  Hamilton,  172  Allen  Street,  Buffalo,  NY  14201. 

Back  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  @  $0.50  per  copy. 

Editor:  Charles  D.  Halvorsen,  212  Main  Street,  West  Seneca,  NY  14224. 

E-mail:  ChasHal@AOL.com 
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THE  MONTH:  November,  1995 

November  was  cloudy  and  cold  with  the  lowest  average  temperature  reading  in  19  years.  The  month 
began  with  unseasonably  warm  temperatures  with  a  high  reading  for  the  period  of  65® (F)  on  the  2nd  as  a  low 
pressure  system  from  the  Great  Plains  pushed  a  warm  front  across  the  region.  On  November  3rd  a  deep  cold 
front  from  upper  Canada  crossed  the  Great  Lakes  generating  the  first  killing  frost  of  the  season  on  the  Lake  Erie 
Plain,  heavy  snow  squall  activity  over  the  warm  water  of  Lake  Erie  and  “lake  effect”  snows  In  the  “snowbelt” 
area  south  and  east  of  Buffalo.  This  weather  pattern  was  re-enforced  by  an  almost  continuous  westerly  flow  of 
cold  air  accompanying  a  series  of  low  pressure  systems  from  the  high  plains,  the  Midwest  and  the  upper  Great 
Lakes  persisting  until  to  month’s  end  with  below  average  temperatures  on  22  days  in  November.  The  only 
significant  snowfall  of  the  month  in  the  Buffalo  area  was  an  eight  inch  accumulation  following  a  brief  interlude  of 
warmer  weather  on  November  14th  which  came  with  a  weak  low  pressure  system  from  the  Midwest;  rain 
associated  with  this  front  changed  to  a  heavy  wet  snow  overnight  on  the  15th  in  the  Buffalo  area  causing 
considerable  property  damage  and  loss  of  electric  power  from  falling  tree  limbs.  Precipitation  for  the  month  at 
Buffalo  totaled  4. 14  inches,  .31  inches  above,  normal  and  included  a  1.40  inch  rainfall  at  Buffalo  on  November 
11th;  snowfall  totaled  15.4  inches,  5.0  inches  above  the  norm;  average  temperature  for  the  period  was  30.4°  (F), 
4. 1  degrees  below  normal  with  a  low  thermometer  reading  of  20°(F)  recorded  on  the  29th.  (Meteorological  data  as 
recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport.) 

It  Is  hard  to  overestimate  the  excitement  generated  by  the  numbers  and  variety  of  waterblrds  seen  in  our 
study  area  in  November.  The  cold  front  early  in  the  month  and  peak  populations  of  shiners  and  other  cyprinidont 
forage  fishes  in  the  Niagara  River  proved  an  irresistible  attraction  to  large  numbers  of  gulls  and  other  waterbirds 
moving  south  through  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence  and  other  flyways.  Although  the  Niagara  was  the  focus  of 
several  remarkable  records  in  November,  the  first  of  many  “Hotline”  calls  this  month  involved  the  presence  of  an 
immature  Least  Tern  on  the  north  shore  of  Lake  Erie  In  the  Town  of  Haldimand,  Ontario  on  the  4th.  On  that  date 
John  Miles  of  Hamilton  found  this  diminutive  tern,  a  very  rare  vagrant  in  this  region,  associating  with  a  Hock  ot 
Bonaparte’s  Gulls  at  the  shoreline  at  the  foot  of  Sweet’s  Corners  Road,  only  one  mile  from  Rainham  Center,  our 
study  area’s  western  boundary.  Although  morphologically  similar  to  the  larger  Common  Tern  in  body,  wing  and 
tail  configuration  as  well  as  winter  plumage,  Miles  tentatively  identified  his  find  as  a  Least  Tern  and  his  diagnosis 
was  confirmed  by  the  host  of  Canadian  and  American  birdwatchers  who  converged  on  the  scene  the  following 
morning.  It  is  only  the  third  confirmed  sighting  of  this  tern  in  our  study  area,  and  presumably  is  ol  the  inland  race 
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of  this  species,  Sterna  albifrons  antillarwn.  An  excellent  photograph  of  the  tern  in  flight  taken  by  Kayo  Roy  has 
been  contributed  to  the  BOS  archives. 

On  November  1 1th,  three  visiting  birdwatchers  from  Ithaca,  N.Y.,  Steve  Kelling,  Tom  Nix  and  Jeff  Wells 
were  scanning  the  gulls  and  other  waterbirds  at  the  base  of  the  Canadian  Falls  in  the  lower  Niagara  River  from  the 
overlook  at  the  top  of  the  gorge  in  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario.  Using  high  power  telescopic  equipment,  they 
discovered  a  loon  superficially  resembling  a  Common  Loon  in  winter  plumage  but  smaller  in  body  dimensions 
and  lacking  the  heavy  angular  bill  and  “blocky”  head  of  that  bird;  also,  the  coloration  of  the  bird’s  forehead, 
crown  and  nape  was  noticeably  darker,  a  character  diagnostic  for  field  observers  in  identifying  the  Pacific  Loon  as 
is  the  sharp  demarcation  of  light  and  dark  neck  color  pattern  and  thin  bill  held  in  a  characteristic  horizontal  manner. 
Both  Nix  and  Wells  had  seen  the  species  before  in  Maine  and  California  but  it  was  a  life  bird  for  Kelling.  This 
record  is  only  the  second  confirmed  one  for  this  loon  on  the  Niagara  Frontier.  Formerly,  two  species  in  this 
complex,  which  is  holarctic  in  distribution,  were  identified  as  the  Arctic  Loon,  Gavia  arctica  but  some 
taxonomists  have  decided  that  the  nearartic  race,  G.  a.  pacifica  has  enough  phenotypic  differentiation  from  G. 
arctica  to  be  raised  to  the  dignity  of  a  species.  It  is  so  regarded  in  most  recent  field  guides  published  in  North 
America. 

On  November  12th,  the  news  of  the  presence  of  a  Pacific  Loon  in  the  Niagara  Gorge  had  the  overlook  at 
the  Canadian  Falls  lined  with  birdwatchers  hoping  to  add  this  bird  to  their  life  lists  but,  as  is  often  the  case  in  this 
recreational  activity,  it  had  departed  for  parts  unknown.  Oddly  enough,  a  wintering  Common  Loon  of  unusually 
smaller  body  dimensions  was  in  the  gorge  on  this  date  and  there  many  prolonged  debates  among  observers  as  to 
what  they  were  seeing.  (One  is  reminded  of  Louis  Pasteur's  dictum:  “Be  very  careful  when  you  look  for 
something  or  you  will  be  sure  to  find  it”). 

But  disappointment  soon  turned  to  joy  for  Toronto  birder  Glenn  Coady  who,  having  failed  to  find  the 
Pacific  Loon,  began  driving  up  the  Niagara  Parkway  on  the  afternoon  of  November  12th  where  he  stopped  his 
vehicle  at  a  parking  area  near  the  Jarvis  Street  business  district  of  Fort  Erie  to  scan  a  flock  of  Bonaparte’s  Gulls 
coursing  up  and  down  the  Niagara  River  at  the  International  Railroad  Bridge.  To  his  delight,  he  immediately 
picked  out  a  smaller  gull  with  a  wedge-shaped  tail  and  pink-tinged  breast  and  underparts  flying  among  the  bonies: 
an  adult  Ross’  Gull!  After  savoring  his  find  for  several  minutes,  Coady  took  down  the  street  address  of  a 
residence  across  the  parkway  from  where  the  gull  was  flying  as  a  reference  point  and  hurried  downriver  to  notify 
others  of  his  discovery.  Unfortunately,  this  gull  proved  as  unpredictable  as  its  conspecifics  at  Fort  Weller  in 
December  1994  and  March  1995,  (See  Proilionotary  vol.  61:1.  pg.  1  and  vol.  61:3  pg.  3  for  a  brief  summary  of 
previous  observations  of  this  celebrated  larid  in  our  study  area.)  It  could  not  be  located  again  on  that  date;  but  on 
November  19th,  Peter  Yoerg  and  Barbara  Henderson  found  a  Ross”  Gull,  presumably  the  same  bird,  in  the 
lower  Niagara  River  near  the  Adam  Beck  Power  Intake  overlook  at  Niagara  Falls  and  it  was  subsequently  seen  by 
a  few  fortunate  observers  among  the  many  seeking  it  at  the  Queenston  sand  dock  and  the  Whirlpool  overlook  in 
the  lower  river  until  the  25th.  On  November  27th,  Mary  Ellen  Hebb  of  St.  Catherines  found  an  adult  Ross’  Gull 
Hying  among  a  group  of  Bonaparte’s  Gulls  in  front  of  the  waste  treatment  basins  of  the  sewage  treatment  plant  on 
the  west  side  of  the  Welland  Canal  at  Fort  Weller,  the  exact  location  of  the  previous  sightings  of  this  bird  as  cited 
above.  As  in  our  previous  encounters  with  the  Ross’  Gull  at  the  canal,  it  proved  remarkably  tolerant  of  human 
espionage  and  later  that  day  when  Don  Roberson  and  several  other  BOS  members  hurried  to  the  scene,  he 
obtained  excellent  photographic  evidence  of  its  presence  and  contributed  copies  of  these  photographs  to  the 
society’s  archives.  Also  seen  on  the  Niagara  River  during  this  unforgettable  November  was  an  adult  California 
gull  discovered  by  Richard  Guthrie,  an  Albany,  N.Y.  birdwatcher  visiting  the  river  for  the  annual  “great  gull 
show”.  It  is  the  fourth  consecutive  year  that  this  species  hall  been  recorded  in  the  Niagara  Gorge  either  flying  over 
the  turbulent  waters  of  the  river  between  the  Adam  Beck  and  Robert  Moses  power  intakes  or  perched  on  a  flat 
rock  on  the  shoreline  on  the  United  States  side  where  this  bird  or  a  conspecific  has  been  seen  each  autumn  since 
1992!  On  November  19th,  BOS  members  Betsy  Potter  and  Kathy  Mueller  had  excellent  looks  at  an  immature 
Northern  Gannet  swimming  in  the  Niagara  River  north  of  the  Jarvis  Street  business  district  in  Fort  Erie  and  also  in 
flight  towards  the  International  Railroad  Bridge.  Potter  obtained  a  photograph  of  the  bird  in  Bight  which  now 
reposes  in  the  BOS  archives.  All  told,  14  species  of  gulls  and  late  records  of  Black  and  Common  Terns  on  the 
Niagara  River  in  November.  Missing,  however  although  anticipated  was  the  Black-headed  Gull,  an  infrequent  but 
almost  annual  fall  visitor.  The  reader  is  referred  to  Gordon  Bellerby's  count  of  20,200  Bonaparte's  Gulls  at  the 
mouth  of,  the  Niagara  River  on  November  21st  as  an  example  of  the  large  numbers  of  this  species  seen  all  month 
from  Fort  Erie  to  Niagara-on-the-Lake.  Strangely  enough,  Little  Gulls  were  scarce  although  immature  Black¬ 
legged  Kittiwakes  and  Sabine’s  Gulls  were  present  in  above  average  numbers. 
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Finally,  November  was  noticeable  for  the  unusual  number  of  “half-hardy”  passerines  reported.  Record 
late  dates  were  established  for  a  Yellow  Warbler  seen  by  most  bird-watchers  visiting  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario 
At  Duffenn  Islands  and  the  Engineerium  directly  across  the  Niagara  Parkway  between  November  19th  and 
24th  and  a  Blackpoll  Warbler  reported  by  Bruce  Chilton  in  the  woods  on  Goat  Island  at  Niagara  Reservation  State 
Park  in  Niagara  Falls  on  November  9th . 


Joseph  Thill 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed  written  verification 
according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (B.O.S.  1991)  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration. 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(0  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 

PDBA  -  Indicates  Previously  Documented  Breeding  Area 


Name  of  Bird 

Nov. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Red-throated  Loon 

12F 

I 

Chippawa,  Ont. 

Morgante 

*  Pacific  Loon 

11 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Kelling,  Wells,  Nix 

Red-necked  Grebe 

19,20 

2,1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Chilton,  Rew 

44 

24 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Morgante 

^Northern  Gannet 

17 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Mueller,  Potter 

D. -crest.  Cormorant 

2 

107 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

u 

23 

90 

Buffalo 

Watson 

*  Cattle  Egret 

9 

1 

PortvilleTwp. 

White 

Bl.-cr.  Night-heron 

1-28 

1-6 

Buffalo 

Brock 

Tundra  Swan 

4F 

82 

Charlotte  Twp. 

Budniewski 

44 

5 
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Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert 

44 

13 

8 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Chilton 

44 

13 

33 

Waverly  Beach,  Ont. 

Rew,  Dornhoffer 

44 

18 

4 

Batavia  Sewage  Lag. 

Watson 

44 

23 

3 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Morgante 

44 

29 

18 

Sheridan  Twp. 

R&C  Budniewski 

Snow  Goose 

18 

1 

Oak  Orchard  W.M.A. 

Watson 

Brant 

13 

1 

Waverly  Beach,  Ont. 

Rew,  Dornhoffer 

Green- winged  Teal 

18 

28 

Batavia  Sewage  Lag. 

Watson 

44 

18 

14 

Cuba  Lake 

Schweigert 

American  Black  Duck 

18 

70 

Batavia  Sewage  Lag. 

Watson 

Northern  Shoveler 

18 

94 

Batavia  Sewage  Lag. 

Watson 

Ring-necked  Duck 

4 

7 

Cuba  Lake 

Schweigert 

44 

11 

3 

LaSalle  Park,  Bflo. 

Andrle 

44 

18 

35 

Batavia  Sewage  Lag. 

Watson 

Greater  Scaup 

29 

1500 

Niagara  Falls 

Roberson 

Harlequin  Duck 

25F 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

D’Annaetal 

Black  Scoter 

2F 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson 

44 

4 

1 

Cuba  Lake 

Schweigert 

44 

5 

11 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

44 

17 

5 

Buffalo  Harbor 

D’Anna 
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Name  of  Bird 

Nov. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Surf  Scoter 

5F 

1 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert 

44 

23 

5 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Morgan  te 

White-winged  Scoter 

5 

2 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Hooded  Merganser 

5,18 

1 14,87 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

Schweigert 

44 

18 

26 

Batavia  Sewage  Lag. 

Watson 

Ruddy  Duck 

5 

1 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

Schweigert 

44 

18 

47 

Batavia  Sewage  Lag. 

Watson 

44 

27 

2 

Port  Weller,  Ont. 

Bellerby 

Turkey  Vulture 

5L 

1 

Dunnville  Twp.,  Ont. 

Watson 

44 

5L 

1 

Dayton  T  wp. 

Schweigert 

Bald  Eagle 

5,26 

1,1  imm.’s 

Allegheny  Reservoir 

Schweigert 

Red-shouldered  Hawk  19 

Rough-legged  Hawk  5-30 

1 

7  reports 

Randolph 

Southern  Tier 

Baird 

Merlin 

30 

1 

Sheridan  Twp. 

Rew 

Peregrine  Falcon 

12,25 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

D’Annaetal 

44 

25 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Chilton 

Gvrfalcon 

17 

1 

Buffalo 

D’Anna 

American  Coot 

12 

210 

Iroquois  NWR  &  vicinity 

D.  Junkin 

Black-bellied  Plover 

4L 

1 

Squaw  Is.,  Buffalo 

Morgante 

Killdeer 

17 

21 

Brocton 

Budmewski 

Greater  Y  ellowlegs 

4L 

1 

Cuba  Lake 

Schweigert 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

4L 

1 

Bird  Is.  Pier,  Bflo. 

Morgante 

D’Anna,  Potter 

Sanderling 

1 

25 

Grabell  Point,  Ont. 

44 

5L 

6 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 

Purple  Sandpiper 

19F 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Spahn  (BOS-GOS) 
D’Anna 

Dunlin 

1 

10 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

44 

16 

1 

Goat  Island 

Chilton 

^Franklin’s  Gull 

12-26 

1 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 

Many  observers 

Little  Gull 

4,12,24 

U,1 

Niagara  Falls 

Morgante 

44 

12 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Morgante,  Thills 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

21 

20,200 

Niag.-on-the-Lake 

Bellerbv 

*CaliforniaGull 

25 

1 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 

D’Annaetal 

44 

29 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

D’Annaetal 

Iceland  Gull 

12F.19 

2,4 

.  Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 

D’Anna  etal 

L.  Black-b.  Gull  12,19,24,29 

2,5,3 ,3  ad’s 

Niagara  Falls 

D’Annaetal 

44 

12,19,29 

1,2,3  ad.’s 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 

D’Annaetal 

44 

12,24 

1,2 

Niagara  Falls 

Morgante 

44 

19 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Watson,  Spalm(BOS-GOS) 

44 

19 

2-3 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 

Yoerg,  Henderson 
D’Anna,  DiTommaso 

44 

19,23,24 

1  3rd- winter 

Niagara  Falls 

44 

24 

2 

Adam  Beck  Hvdro,  Ont. 

Morgante 

D’Annaetal 

44 

24 

1  lst-winter 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 

44 

24 

1  3rd/4th  w. 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 

D’Anna  et  al 

44 

25 

1  1st  -winter 

Niagara  Falls 

D’Annaetal 

44 

26 

1 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 

Watson,  Spahn(BOS-GOS) 

44 

26 

1  2nd-winter 

Niagara  Falls 

D’Anna 

44 

29 

1  2nd  -winter 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 

D’Annaetal 

Glaucous  Gull 

12F 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Morgante 

44 

12F 

1 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 

D’Anna 

44 

29 

1 

Queenston,  Ont. 

Chilton 

*Black-leg.  Kittiwake 

24F 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Andrle,  Thill 

“  24F, 25,29 

0 

Niagara  Falls 

D’Annaetal 
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Name  of  Bird 

Nov. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Ross’  Gull 

19 

1 

Adam  Beck  Hydro,  Ont. 

Potter, D’Anna,  Yoerg  et  al 

44 

25 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont.-  NY 

D’Anna,Schweigert  et  al 

44 

27 

1 

Port  Weller,  Ont. 

Roberson  et  al 

Sabine’s  Gull 

4,6 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Moshers,  Rew 

44 

11 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Pitzrick,  Spencer 

44 

11,12 

1,1 

Niagara  Falls 

Morgante 

“  11,12,23,24 

1,3, 1,1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Morgante 

44 

11,24 

2,1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Thill 

“  12 

,18,23,25 

2,3, 1,1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

13,20,24 

2,2,1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Rew  et  al 

44 

24 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Andrle 

44 

29 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Chilton 

Common  Tern 

4,23  L 

60,1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Morgante 

Forster’s  Tern 

8L 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Moshers 

*  Least  Tern 

5 

1 

Rainham  Twp.,  Ont. 

D’Anna,  Roy,  Miles  etal 

Black  Tern 

4, 12,23L 

4,2,1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Morgante  et  al 

Long-eared  Owl 

1 

2 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Potter,  D’Anna 

44 

25 

2 

N.  Tonawanda 

Jn.  Thill 

Short-eared  Owl 

18 

1 

Tonawanda 

Watson 

44 

19 

2 

Fort  Niagara  S.P. 

Watson 

44 

19 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Scalicky 

44 

19 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Turisk 

Nor.  Saw-whet  Owl 

1,5 

4,1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Potter,  Y oerg  et  al 

Yellow-b.  Sapsucker 

21 

1 

Warsaw 

Kunze 

44 

24 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

Eastern  Phoebe 

5 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Y oerg,  Henderson 

44 

27L 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Chilton 

Common  Raven 

1,2 

1,1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

44 

19 

2 

Allegany  S.P. 

Baird 

Tufted  Titmouse 

1 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

D’Anna 

Brown  Creeper 

25 

10 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Scalicky 

Carolina  Wren 

10 

2 

Beaver  Is.  S.  P. 

Chilton 

44 

10 

1 

Niagara  Falls  (0 

Roberson 

44 

13 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Chilton 

Winter  Wren 

24 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Spahn 

44 

24 

2 

WilliamsvilleGlen 

Yoerg 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

25 

2 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Scalicky 

American  Pipit 

18L 

1 

Machias  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Northern  Shrike 

5-29 

13  reports 

W.N.Y.  &  Niagara  River 

Solitary  Vireo 

4,11,15 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Chilton 

44 

6 

1 

Charlotte  Twp. 

Rew 

44 

16L 

1 

Goat  Island 

Chilton 

Orange-cr.  Warbler 

19 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

Turisk 

44 

25L 

1 

Beaver  Is.  S.P. 

Scalicky 

Yellow  Warbler 

19 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Spahn,  Watson  (BOS-GOS) 

44 

24L 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Spahn,  D’Anna  et  al 

Yellow-r.  Warbler 

2 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitznck 

44 

24 

1 

Chippewa,  Ont. 

Morgante 

44 

26 

1 

Queenston,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Thill 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

9L 

1 

Goat  Island 

Chilton 

Rufous-s.  Towhee 

1-29 

1-2 

Buffalo 

Mueller 

Chipping  Sparrow 

26 

1 

Eden  Valley  (f) 

Andrle 
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Name  of  Bird 

Nov. 

Number 

Location 

Observer 

Chipping  Sparrow 

27,28L 

1 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Chilton 

Field  Sparrow 

6 

1 

Allred  Twp. 

Brooks 

44 

15-17 

1 

Great  Valley  Twp. (f) 

Schweigert 

44 

19L 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Spahn  (BOS-GOS) 

u 

19L 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Scalicky 

Vesper  Sparrow 

4 

1 

Machias  Twp. 

Schweigert 

44 

5L 

1 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Fox  Sparrow 

1.21L 

14  reports 

throughout  W.N.Y 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

18 

1 

Warsaw 

Kunze 

44 

24 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

44 

30 

1 

Eden  Valley  (0 

Andrle 

Lapland  Longspur 

5 

1 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert 

Snow  Bunting 

18 

100 

Pembroke  Twp. 

Watson 

44 

19 

68 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert 

44 

30 

400 

Charlotte  Twp. 

Rew 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

18 

1 

VillenovaTwp. 

Budniewski 

44 

18 

5 

Sheridan  Twp. 

Budniewski 

44 

19,26 

11,2 

Dayton  Twp. 

Schweigert 

44 

20 

1 

Wethersfield  Twp. 

D&M  Junkin 

Rusty  Blackbird 

13 

160 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Chilton 

44 

16 

2 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick 

Common  Grackle 

27 

8 

Tonawanda  Twp. 

Watson 

Purple  Finch 

24 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Watson 

^Common  Redpoll 

24F 

3 

Wales  Twp. 

O.  Rosche 

44 

24F 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

D’Anna,  DiTommaso 

44 

26 

12 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Turisk,  Watson,  Harper  et  al 

44 

26 

2 

Warsaw 

Kunze 

Pine  Siskin 

1-30 

1-7 

Warsaw 

Kunze 

44 

13 

5 

Wethersfield  Twp. 

M.  Junkin 

44 

15-17 

1 

Darien  (f) 

Harper 

44 

19-26 

3-6 

Niag.-on-the-Lake 

Bellerby 

44 

25 

2 

Sheridan  Twp. 

R&C  Budniewski 

Evening  Grosbeak 

1 

1 

Rock  Point  P.P. 

D’Anna,  Potter 

44 

1,4 

O  1  0 
"> 

Sheridan  Twp. 

R&C  Budniewski 

44 

1,5,24 

1,15,5 

Wales  Twp. 

O.  Rosche 

44 

1-15 

1-30 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzricl 

44 

1-30 

1-25 

Warsaw 

Kunze 

44 

4 

1 

Buffalo 

Yoerg 

44 

5 

2 

Cheektowaga  Twp. 

W&D  Weikert 

44 

5 

21 

Cherry  Creek  Twp. 

Budniewski 

44 

12 

36 

Great  Valley  Twp.  (f) 

Schweigert 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded . 270 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  .  8 

Total  for  year . 278 


it  *t  ^  it  it  it  it  it 
V'rTTT'TTV 

American  Wigeon  -  American  Coot  Symbiosis 

On  November  18,  1995  (3:45  p.m.)  at  Ring-neck  Marsh  on  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  while 
counting  93  American  Coots,  the  author  was  surprised  to  find  that  many  of  the  Coots  were  paired  with  American 
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Wigeons.  The  American  Wigeons  acted  as  if  they  were  mated  with  the  American  Coots  staying  within  a  close 
distance  and  shadowing  the  coots  every  movement.  As  some  of  the  coots  swam  back  and  forth  they  had  wigeon 
only  a  few  feet  behind  them.  All  32  American  Wigeons  were  paired  with  a  coot  or  a  group  of  coots.  Most  of  the 
American  Wigeons  were  paired  with  single  coots,  but  were  there  was  a  tight  group  of  25  coots  and  nine  wigeons 
where  it  was  impossible  to  tell  which  coot  was  paired  with  which  wigeon  and  the  relationship  appeared  more 
polygamous. 

Does  this  mean  that  next  year  we  should  expect  remarkable  numbers  of  hybrid  American  Coot  X 
American  Wigeon's  ?!  No,  although  these  species  are  both  "American'',  these  species  are  not  even  in  the  same 
family,  let  alone  the  same  genus.  American  Wigeon  belong  to  the  family  Anatidae  which  includes  swans,  geese, 
and  ducks,  while  American  Coots  belong  to  the  family  Rallidea  which  is  mostly  made  up  rails. 

Further  investigation  revealed  that  the  American  Wigeon's  intentions  were  not  of  a  sexual  appetite,  but  of 
a  nutritional  appetite.  When  feeding  American  Coots  returned  to  the  surface  American  Wigeons  would  be 
observed  pecking  up  small  bits  of  food  stirred  to  the  surface  by  the  diving  coots.  More  aggressive  American 
Wigeons  ingested  long  strands  of  submergent  vegetation  brought  to  the  surface  by  the  coots,  and  at  least  on  one 
occasion  a  widgeon  actually  pulled  the  long  weed  out  of  a  coot's  mouth. 

The  American  Widgeons  even  follow  the  movements  of  the  coots  as  the  coots  swam  under  water  and 
even  appeared  to  be  straining  their  necks  upward  to  get  a  better  view  of  the  coots  swimming  underneath  them.. 
When  the  coots  emerged  to  the  surface,  the  wigeons  would  be  waiting  for  them  ready  to  snatch  up  any  food  that 
the  coots  brought  with  them,  or  food  the  coots  stirred  to  the  surface. 

This  situation  was  not  unique  to  Ring-neck  Marsh.  Later  in  the  day  at  Lewiston  Overlook  at  Tonawanda 
Wildlife  Management  Area  three  American  Wigeons  were  observed  feeding  on  food  donations  of  six  diving 
American  Coots. 

This  activity  of  American  Wigeons  benefiting  from  the  food  procured  by  diving  ducks  is  well  documented 
and  has  been  observed  by  other  B.  O.  S.  members.  The  habit  of  American  Wigeon  turning  to  piracy  in  the 
winter  was  well  documented  around  the  turn  of  the  century.  The  documented  hosts  of  the  American  Wigeon 
include  Canvasback,  Redhead,  and  scaup  species  as  well  as  American  Coots.  Because  of  this  behavior,  the 
American  Wigeon  is  sometimes  given  the  name  "poacher"  (Bent  1962). 

As  early  as  1905  Doctor  Townsend  documented  a  behavior  remarkable  similar  to  what  was  observed  by 
the  author  as  follows: 

"I  have  seen  a  flock  of  five  Baldplates"  (American  Wigeon)  "eagerly  following  half  a  dozen  American 
Coots  that  were  frequently  diving  in  a  pond  and  bringing  up  weeds  from  the  bottom.  The  Baldplates  gather  about 
the  coots  as  soon  as  they  emerge  to  the  surface  and  help  themselves  to  the  spoils,  tipping  up  occasionally  to  catch 
some  sinking  weed.  They  seemed  even  to  perceive  the  coot  coming  up  through  the  water,  for  they  would  begin 
to  swim  toward  the  spot  just  before  the  coot  emerged.  The  coots  appeared  to  take  the  pilfering  as  a  matter  of 
course:  in  fact  they  pilfered  from  each  other,  and  continued  to  work  for  each  other  and  the  poachers"  (Townsend 
1905). 

Although  the  author  did  not  observe  American  Wigeon  "tipping  up"  or  "coots  pilfering  from  each  other," 
the  accounts  of  the  symbiotic  relationship  between  American  Wigeons  and  American  Coots  are  remarkable 
similar.  It  appears  that  this  relationship  has  not  changed  markedly  in  the  last  ninety  years,  and  probably  has 
endured  for  millions  of  years. 

During  the  breeding  season  American  Wigeons  are  good  neighbors  and  never  pester,  trouble  or  bother  the 
other  duck  species  with  which  they  breed.  Why  then  do  these  benevolent  and  peaceful  American  Wigeon  during 
the  rest  of  the  year,  become  aggressive,  belligerent,  stalking,  thieves  with  the  onset  of  winter?  The  answer  can 
be  found  at  the  waters  surface.  In  both  instances  the  margins  on  the  ponds  were  frozen  and  had  turned  to  ice. 
The  only  open  water  was  in  the  deeper  middle  portion  of  the  ponds.  Wigeons  being  dabblers  rather  than  divers 
could  not  reach  the  bottom  of  the  pond,  and  as  a  matter  of  survival  must  rely  on  diving  ducks  to  supply  them 
with  food. 

The  adaptation  of  wigeons  to  pirate  food  from  diving  ducks  gives  them  survival  technique  not  enjoyed  by 
many  other  dabbling  ducks  and  enables  them  to  exploit  an  ecological  niche  that  is  not  available  to  other  dabblers. 
When  the  shallow  pond  margins  are  frozen  other  dabbling  ducks  are  forced  to  fly  south,  while  the  American 
Wigeon  can  stay  and  obtain  food  from  its  host,  the  diving  duck  or  coot.  This  also  explains  when  the  shallow 
waters  of  pond  margins  freezes,  why  American  Wigeons  are  the  only  dabbling  denizens  among  the  diving 
ducks. 
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The  term  symbiosis  literally  means  "living  together"  and  often  implies  a  nutritional  relationship  between 
the  partners.  There  are  two  types  of  symbiotic  relationships  between  hosts  (like  coots)  and  symbionts  (like 
wigeons),  facultative  and  obligatory.  In  facultative  symbiotic  relationships  the  symbiont  enters  the  relationship, 
but  they  need  not  do  so  because  it  can  survive  as  free  living  organism.  In  a  obligator  relationship  one  organism 
must  enter  the  relationship  to  survive.  In  this  study  the  relationship  between  the  American  Wigeon  and  the 
American  Coot  is  obviously  facultative,  since  the  wigeons  could  fly  south  to  locations  where  pond  shallows  are 
not  yet  frozen. 

There  are  three  types  of  symbiotic  relationships  based  on  which  of  the  two  species  derives  a  benefit.  In 
mutualism  both  partners  benefit.  In  commensalism  one  partner  benefits  and  the  other  does  not  benefit  nor  is  it 
harmed.  In  parasitism  one  partner  (the  parasite)  benefits,  while  one  partner  (the  host)  is  harmed  to  some  degree. 

Based  on  benefit  it  is  difficult  to  categorize  the  symbiotic  relationship  between  the  American  Wigeon  and 
American  Coot.  Townsend  (1905)  clearly  implies  commensalism  when  he  states:  "The  coots  appeared  to  take  the 
pilfering  as  a  matter  of  course:  in  fact  they  pilfered  from  each  other,  and  continued  to  work  for  each  other  and  the 
poachers." 

On  the  other  hand,  losing  the  nutritional  value  of  the  food  stolen  from  it  certainly  must  have  some  harmful 
effect  on  the  American  Coot.  Since  the  harmful  effect  of  the  parasite  on  the  host  can  vary,  the  association 
between  the  wigeon  and  coot  could  be  called  parasitism. 

Such  human  parasites  as  ticks,  fleas,  mosquitoes,  and  some  bacteria  and  fungus  in  themselves  cause  us 
little  harm.  They  only  take  enough  nourishment  to  sustain  themselves  or  reproduce  (Otto  1969). 

Certainly  the  harm  to  the  coot  is  dependent  on  how  aggressively  the  wigeon  is  in  taking  the  food.  Some 
of  the  wigeons  were  only  pecking  up  scraps  of  food  that  were  stirred  up  by  the  coots.  The  coots  appeared  to 
ignore  this  food  and  were  not  observed  feeding  on  it.  In  this  case  the  symbiotic  relationship  was  commensalism 
because  the  coot  probably  would  not  have  eaten  the  food. 

However  in  the  instance  where  the  wigeon  was  observed  pulling  plant  material  out  of  the  bill  of  the  coot 
there  must  be  some  detrimental  effect  on  the  coot,  and  the  relationship  is  one  of  parasitism.  The  actual  type  of 
symbiotic  behavior  may  vary  due  to  the  hunger  and  level  of  aggressiveness  of  the  particular  wigeon.  This  points 
out  the  difficulty  in  trying  to  place  animal  behavior  in  to  rigid  categories. 

Have  American  Coots  adapted  any  defense  to  this  harassment  by  wigeons?  The  fact  that  68  of  the  93 
coots  chose  to  feed  as  individuals  (rather  than  in  a  tight  group)  may  be  a  defensive  strategy.  Since  only  23  of  the 
32  wigeons  were  covering  the  68  individually  feeding  coots,  this  left  45  coots  feeding  without  wigeon 
harassment.  Was  this  coot  feeding  dispersal  pattern  a  coot  adaptation  to  foil  harassing  wigeons?  More  data  is 
needed  on  coot  feeding  dispersal  patterns  in  the  presents  and  absents  of  poaching  wigeons  under  similar 
conditions  of  water  depth  etc.  at  Ring-neck  Marsh.  This  would  be  an  excellent  research  project  for  some  B.  O. 
S.  member. 

In  conclusion  the  observed  symbiotic  behavior  of  American  Wigeon  and  American  Coots  was  highly 
transitory,  seasonal,  facultative  association  that  varied  from  commensalism  to  parasitism. 
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submitted  by 
William  W.  Watson 

A  Late  Fledgling  Eastern  Wood-Pewee  -  A  New  State  Record 

On  24  September  1995  a  fledgling  Eastern  Wood-Pewee  was  observed  off  the  Swallow  Hollow  Trail  at 
Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge.  Since  the  date  for  late  for  fledgling  Eastern  Wood-Pewee  is  16  September, 
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this  is  a  new  late  record  for  the  state  (G.  M.  Meade,  Appendix  C  in  R.  F.  Andrle  and  J.  R.  Carrol,  1988,  Atlas 
of  Breeding  Birds  in  New  York  State,  Cornell  University  Press,  Ithaca  and  London,  551  pp.). 

The  observations  were  mostly  made  at  a  distance  of  about  15  yards  with  10x40B  Zeiss  Binoculars,  and 
the  dark  upper  and  the  yellowish  lower  mandible  could  be  discerned.  The  fledgling  looked  like  the  adult  Eastern 
Wood-Pewee  except  the  bill  was  yellower.  When  the  fledgling  Eastern  Wood-Pewee  was  fed  by  the  adult 
Eastern  Wood-Pewee,  the  bright  yellow  gape  of  the  fledgling  was  observed.  Two  feedings  were  observed. 

submitted  by 
William  W.  Watson 

»|/ 

Summary  of  Dial-a-bird  and  Hotline  Activity  -  November  1995 

The  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  Hotline  was  busy  all  through  November.  The  almost  absurd  list  of 
hotline  birds  included,  Least  Tern  at  Sweets  Corners  in  Ontario  and  Dunkirk  Harbor,  Ross'  Gull  reported  at  three 
locations,  California  Gull  at  the  Sir  Adam  Beck  Overlook,  Pacific  Loon  in  the  Falls  gorge.  Northern  Gannet  at 
Fort  Erie,  Gyrfalcon  on  the  Buffalo  waterfront  and  a  Summer  Tanager  in  Jamestown. 

Reports  to  Dial-a-Bird  came  from  local  as  well  as  visiting  birders,  drawn  to  the  Niagara,  and  rewarded 
with  up  to  14  gull  species  on  one  day.  An  unexplainable  Yellow  Warbler  above  the  Falls  was  seen  for  a  week. 
Other  late  species  reported  in  the  month  were  Spotted  Sandpiper,  Black  Tern,  Eastern  Phoebe,  Swainson's 
Thrush,  Solitary  Vireo,  Orange-cr.  Warbler,  Blackpoll  Warbler,  Chipping  Sparrow  and  Grasshopper  Sparrow. 
Feeders  reports  accounted  for  Red-bellied  Woodpeckers,  Common  Redpolls,  Pine  Siskins  and  Evening 
Grosbeaks,  with  23  species  supported  at  one  feeder  in  Boston  Township. 

David  F.  Suggs 


LAKE  ONTARIO  PLAIN  -  OCTOBER  28,  1995 

A  surprising  31  birders  met  at  the  Tops  Parking  lot  in  Wright's  Corners  for  this  trip  to  the  Towns  of 
Somerset  and  Yates.  Surprising,  because  the  forecast  had  called  for  windy  conditions  and  showers,  especially  in 
the  afternoon.  As  it  turned  out  we  had  several  showers  in  the  morning  on  top  of  what  had  been  predicted.  Our 
spirits,  however,  were  not  dampened. 

The  traditional  lake  lookout  at  Barker  Bicentennial  Park  had  smaller  numbers  of  waterfowl  than  usual  but 
still  a  good  variety.  There  were  a  few  Common  Loons  and  Horned  Grebes  to  try  and  locate  between  dives, 
several  scaup  and  a  few  Bufflehead  on  the  lake,  and  migrating  Red-breasted  Mergansers,  White-winged  Scoters, 
one  dark-winged  scoter,  a  few  Oldsquaw,  and  many  gulls.  As  we  were  pulling  away  in  our  vehicles  one  Brant 
and  two  cormorants  flew  by. 

My  co-leaders  on  this  trip,  MikeTunsk  and  Betsy  Potter,  went  ahead  of  the  group  to  try  to  locate  a  Saw- 
whet  or  Long-eared  Owl.  Although  they  were  not  lucky  enough  to  find  any,  their  efforts  allowed  the  rest  of  us  to 
focus  on  other  things.  It  turned  out  quite  well  as  we  found  a  variety  of  birds.  At  Lover's  Lane  we  added  Tufted 
Titmouse,  Hermit  Thrush,  Hairy  and  Red-bellied  Woodpeckers.  At  Golden  Hill  State  Park  a  female  Surf  Scoter 
was  glimpsed  by  some  as  it  dove  frequently  and  a  Hock  of  20  Snow  Buntings  flew  by  over  the  lake.  The 
highlight  there  was  a  beautiful  flock  of  22  Evening  Grosbeaks  in  the  box  elder  trees  along  Golden  Hill  Creek. 
These  winter  finches  were  virtually  non-existent  last  year. 

The  often  productive  fields  along  the  Niagara-Orleans  Countyline  Road  came  through  again  this  trip. 
We  had  a  large  mixed  Hock  of  American  Pipets  and  Horned  Larks',  w  ith  some  excellent  looks.  Two  Lapland 
Longspurs  further  back  in  the  field  were  less  accommodating.  While  at  this  spot  a  flock  of  20  or  so  Canada  Geese 
leisurely  Hew  over  from  east  to  west.  Among  them  was  one  obviously  smaller  Pale-breasted  Canada  Goose,  of 
the  race  hutchinsii.  a  rare  bird  in  our  region. 
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A  Northern  Shrike  along  Marshall  Road  was  seen  fairly  well  by  everyone,  if  briefly.  Further  east  on 
Lower  Lake  Road  at  Foss  Road  we  were  treated  to  excellent  views  of  three  light-morph  Rough-legged  Flawks, 
including  two  that  were  threatening  talons  at  each  other.  Our  final,  stop  at  the  foot  of  Yates-Carlton  Townline 
Road  produced  a  nice  look  at  a  solitary  Dunlin. 

Despite  the  weather,  or  perhaps  because  of  it,  we  had  a  fine  day  of  birding.  Our  list  totaled  61  species. 

Willie  D’Anna 


LECTURE  TO  FOCUS  ON  PLIGHT  OF  CONDOR 

The  California  Condor  will  be  featured  in  the  forthcoming  Flayes  Lecture  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  The 
speaker  will  be  Lloyd  F.  Kiff,  the  leader  of  the  California  Condor  Recovery  Team.  He  will  speak  on  the 
Condors'  natural  history  and  the  prospects  for  recovery.  The  program  is  on  Sunday,  February  1 1,  at  3:00  p.m.  at 
the  Museum.  The  program  is  free  to  Museum  members.  For  others  it  is  $5.25  for  adults  and  $3.25  for  senior 
citizens  and  children. 


FORTHCOMING  TALK  ON  LYME  DISEASE 
AND  OTHER  NATURAL  HAZARDS 

Dr.  Jacques  Berlin  of  the  N.Y.S.  Health  Department  spoke  to  the  BOS  several  years  ago  on  Lyme  disease. 
Now  we  can  get  an  update  on  this  and  other  natural  hazards  in  a  talk  he  will  be  giving  at  the  Buffalo  Audubon 
Society  meeting  on  Wednesday,  March  6,  1996.  This  is  at  7:30  p.m.  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  In 
addition  to  Lyme,  he  will  cover  less  well  known  and  recently  discovered  hantaviruses  spread  by  rodents,  and 
erlichiosis  (HGE)  carried  by  ticks  as  in  Lyme  disease.  All  of  these  can  be  transmitted  to  humans  under  the  proper 
conditions. 


Federation  of  New  York  State  Bird  Clubs 

The  Federation  of  New  York  State  Bird  Clubs  is  New  York’s  ornithological  society.  Individual  birders  are 
invited  to  join.  As  a  member  you  will  their  quarterly  ornithological  journal  The  Kingbird  and  the  quarterly  newsletter, 
New  York  Birds.  The  Federation’s  annual  meeting  this  year  will  be  in  Albany  on  September  6-8,  1996.  The 
Federation  is  currently  working  on  an  updated  edition  of  John  Bull’s  Birds  of  New  York  State. 

If  you  join  before  March  15,  1996,  you  will  be  able  to  purchase  several  important  books  at  substantial  savings. 
A  membership  application  form  and  order  form  is  included  at  the  end  of  this  issue. 

t  t  'T*  t  *r*  *r* 


Membership  News 

Welcome  to  the  new  corresponding  member: 

Carolyn  Cass 
122  Southern  Parkway 
Rochester,  NY  14618 

vL  vU  vL*  q. 

'J'  ^ 
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BOS  MEETINGS 

Amendments  to  the  B.O.S.  Constitution 

Several  amendments  to  the  Society’s  Constitution  will  be  voted  upon  at  the  two  meetings  in  January,  1996. 
These  proposals  represent  suggestions  submitted  by  various  members  over  the  past  year.  For  more  information 
call  Morgan  Jones  at  433-5687. 


January  11. 

j 

Dave  Wilcove  of  the  Environmental  Defence  Fund  was  to  give  a  presentation  on  endangered  avian 
species.  As  a  result  of  the  Blizzard  of  ‘96,  he  was  unable  to  travel  to  Buffalo.  Fortunately  for  all  of 
us.  Bill  Burch  was  able  to  give  a  program  of  Sandhill  Cranes  in  on  the  Platte  River  in  Nebraska  and 
birds  of  the  Pawnee  Grasslands  in  Colorado.  This  was  the  program  he  had  been  scheduled  to  give 
on  January'  24.  Dave  Wilcove  has  tentatively  rescheduled  his  program  for  February  29.  Meeting 
information  is  available  by  calling  the  Dial-a-Bird  information  system. 

May  8: 

William  Vaughan  Memorial  Lecture.  This  year’s  lecture  entitled  “Rails:  Shadowbirds  of  the 
Marshland”  will  feature  William  Burt  noted  nature  photographer,  author  and  lecturer.  The  traveling 
exhibit  of  photographs,  Shadowbirds ,  will  be  on  display  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  from 
March  12  to  June  2,  1996. 

If  you  would  like  to  present  a  program  or  have  a  suggestion  for  a  speaker  or  a  topic,  please  contact  Michael 
Davis  at  874-272 1 . 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  1 
through  June  15,  inclusive,  except  for  the  fourth  Wednesdays  in  November  and  December. 


Meetings  begin  at  7:30  p.m.  and  are  held  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  1020  Flumbolt 
Parkway,  Buffalo,  New  York. 

FIELD  TRIPS 

Feb.  4: 

Sunday.  Niagara  River  and  Falls.  Meet  at  Vermont  &  Busti  at  8:00  a.m.  or  at  8:30  on  the 

Canadian  side  at  the  first  parking  lot  0.6  mile  upstream  of  the  Peace  Bridge.  Leader:  Dave  Cooper 
(284-4118). 

Feb.  25: 

Sunday.  Canadian  Owl  Trip.  Meet  at  Vermont  &  Busti  at  9:00  a.m.  or  at  9:30  on  the  Canadian 
side  at  the  first  parking  lot  0.6  mi  upstream  of  the  Peace  Bridge.  Leaders:  Blayne  Faman  and 
Richard  Byron  f 662 -4.78-3-) 

March  23: 

Saturday  not  Sunday.  Lake  Ontario  Plains  of  eastern  Niagara  County.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  in 
Wright's  Corners  (north  of  Lockport)  on  Hwy  78  at  the  Top's  Market,  a  block  north  of  the  Hwy 
104  intersection.  Leader:  Willie  D'Anna  (731-4348). 

March  30: 

Saturday  not  Sunday.  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  for  waterfowl.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  the 
Tanning  Bed  store,  on  the  south  side  of  Main  Street,  0. 1  mile  east  of  Transit  Road.  Joint  trip  with 
Buffalo  Audubon  Society.  Leader:  Ed  Ratajczak  (683-0307). 

April  7: 

Sunday.  Daylight  Saving  Time.  (Forward  one  hr.) 

April  14: 

Sunday.  BOS  April  Bird  Count.  Leader  TBA. 
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Apnl  20:  Saturday  not  Sunday.  Hawk  migration  at  Grimsby,  Ontario.  Meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  Bob  Evans 

parking  lot  in  Niagara  Falls,  where  1-190  crosses  Niagara  Falls  Blvd  (Hvvy  62).  or  go  directly  to 
Beamer  Conservation  Area.  This  is  30  miles  into  Canada  on  the  QEW,  on  the  escarpment  above 
Grimsby.  Leader:  Bill  Burch  (773-3690). 

April  28:  Sunday.  Braddock  Bay  Hawk  Watch.  Meet  at  7:00  a.m.  at  Tanning  Bed  store  0. 1  mile  east  of 

Main  &  Transit.  We  will  join  the  Rochester  GOS  at  9:30  at  the  Braddock  Bay  Park  shelter. 
Leaders:  Bob  Spahn  of  GOS  and  Mike  Zebehazy  (662-6987). 

Usually  these  trips  take  most  of  the  day  so  a  lunch  should  be  brought. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Field  Tnp  Chairman,  Bill  Burch,  773-3690. 

T*  'T*  t*  T  'r  T  'T*  'r* 


For  current  bird  sightings  call:  Dial-a-Bird  (716)  896-1271. 

To  report  sightings  call:  Dial-a-Bird  (716)  896-1271  and  follow  the  instructions. 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer:  Michael  Hamilton,  172  Allen  Street,  Buffalo,  NY 
14201. 

Back  Issues:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  @  $0.50  per  copy. 

Editor:  Charles  D.  Halvorsen,  212  Main  Street,  West  Seneca,  NY  14224. 

E-mail:  ChasHal@AOL.com 
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MEMBERSHIP  AND  ORDERS 


Mail  to:  FNYSBC,  Inc,  PO  Box  296,  Somers  NY  10589 

NUMBER  AMOUNT 

Individual  Membership  0  $18  _ 

Family  Membership  0  $20  _ 

Supporting  Membership  0  $25  _ 

Contributing  Membership  3)  $50  _ 

The  Kingbird  Club  3)  $100  _ 

_ Atlas  of  Breeding  Birds  in  NYS  3)  $24  _ 

_ Map  Overlays  0  $10  _ 

_ Guide  to  Birds  of  Costa  Rica  0  $21  _ 

_ Guide  to  Birds  of  Trinidad  Tobago  0  $21  _ 

_ The  Mountain  &  the  Migration  0  $9  _ 

Shipping  for  items  ordered: 

$3  for  first  item  _ 

$.50  for  each  additional  item  to 

same  address  _ 


TOTAL  ENCLOSED  (checks  may  be  made  to  FNYSBC) 

NAME ( S ) _ 

FULL  MAILING  ADDRESS _ 

CITY,  STATE,  ZIP _ 


BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 
Buffalo  Museum  of  Science 
Buffalo,  NY  14211 

Address  Correction  Requested 


Non  FTofit  Org. 
U.S.  Postage 


PAID 


Buffalo,  NY 
Permit  No.  412 


Albert  R.  Mann  Library 
Acquisitions  Division 
Ithaca  NY  14850 


